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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

Living within the boundaries of the state of Montana is a group 

known as the Hutterite Brethren, Predominantly youthful, due to their 

high birth rate, they speak a language closely related to German, and 

maintain their own social institutions much as they were four hundred 

years ago. Contrary to the usual experience of minority groups in the 

United States, which find themselves changing and becoming assimilated 

as they come into contact with the American way of life, this group has 

been able to maintain its social system with little, if any, contamina¬ 

tion from without. They show strong internal stability characteristics.^ 

Their society is unaffected by those of their group wishing to leave the 

brotherhood, or by outsiders who wish to join their group. Their commu¬ 

nal way of living and social system have perpetuated themselves over a 

span of four hundred years.^ To an outsider they appear to be a survival 

of sixteenth century peasant culture.^ They have no radios, television 

sets, musical instruments, or periodicals; outside contact with the world 

is at a minimum. No one receives any monetary reward for his labor; nei¬ 

ther does anyone suffer for lack of the necessities of life. The Hutter¬ 

ite family has a security not experienced by families in our American 

•j 

Eaton, J. W.; Weil, R. J.; and Kaplan, Bert, "The Hutterite Men¬ 
tal Health Study," reprint from Mennonite Quarterly Review,January. 

1951, P. 12. 

^Ibid.. p. 12. 

•^Ibid,. p. 12. 

Eaton, J. W., and Weil, R. J., "The Mental Health of the Hutter- 
ites," Scientific American 189:37, December, 1953. 
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society. Each member is educated in the faith of the colony. "From 

early infancy most parents and all colony school teachers are engaged in 

a conscious effort to break the child1 s will so that he can grow up into 

a good person."^ "Among the rural Hutterites an independent personality 

who lilies to do things on his own and to differentiate himself from 

others, experiences much disapproval."^ Their public school is operated 

in conjunction with their centuries old German school. 

A brief description of a Hutterite child’s school day is included, 

ouoting from a letter by the German teacher of the Hew Rockport Eutterite 

Colony: 

First of all, we believe that the children are under the 
responsibility of the parents, and that they will have to give an 
account of the child’s doings, on the Great Judgement Day. 

¥e have a kindergarten, which is under the supervision and 
care of three sisters, who are found qualified, and are appointed 
by the Church. It is their duty, not only to care for the meals 
that the children get, but also to instruct them in the word of 
the Testimony of God, as much as a child of that age can grasp. 

The kindergarten starts at 7*15 A.H. till 2:30 P.M. The 
children get their breakfast first thing in the morning. They 
are taught to say the Blessing, before, and after eating. When 
they are through with breakfast, the children, table and dishes 
are cleaned, as children of that age will mess up a little. 

Then they are taught to kneel down and say their morning 
prayers, and when they are through, they sit up and are taught 
to sing Spiritual morning songs. Then they can relax and go out 
and play till dinner time, that is 10:30. After dinner, they 
get a 2 hour noon nap. After that they again pray evening pray¬ 
ers, and sing evening Spiritual Hymns. Before they are excused 
that is at 2:30 they have a little Lunch and then they are let 
home to their parents. 

^Eaton, J. W., and Weil, R. J., Culture and Mental Disorders. The 
Free Press, Glencoe, 111., 1955* P* 106. 

6Ibid.. p. 93- 
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They attend kindergarten fron 2 and one half till six 
years. This is done the year round. The floors of the kinder¬ 
garten are washed daily, so everything is kept clean and heal¬ 
thy, After they are six years of age, they are turned over to 
a German school teacher, who teaches them to read and write in 
German, before they start English' school. 

VJhen they are seven, they start English school under the 
supervision of a hired teacher. There, they are taught from the 
first to the eighth grade, and all the subjects any rural school 
does teach. Our children get the eighth grade diploma between 
14 and 16 years of age. 

We also have a German school in the morning and evening, 
before, and after English school hours. There they learn the 
Gospel, and memorise Verses of the Bible and New Testament, and 
Spiritual Songs. 

There also is a Sunday School every Sunday. Children at¬ 
tend it, from ? years of age, till they are baptised, that is 
between 19 and 24 years of age. 

After the children are 16, the boys help on the farm 
wherever they are needed, and the girls help in the laundry, kit¬ 
chen and bakery, etc. 

The discipline we use is a good tongue punishment, or a 
strapping. 

We also try to teach our children, to seek not only the 
temporal, but also the eternal things, and we hope if wo keep on 
like that, we will meet to-gether, in the Kingdom of Heaven.7 

Monday through Friday, between 8:30 .a.m. and 3:30 p.m. the chil¬ 

dren attend the colony public school, which is operated under Montana 

law, and presided over by a certificated teacher who is not a colony 

member. 

Every society has its own educational system, which will deter¬ 

mine the success of that society to a great extent, the purpose of this 

system being to modify and transmit the culture of the society. The 

ary 15, 
^Personal letter written by Jacob J. Wipf to the author on Janu- 

1964. Letter reproduced as received. 



training offered by the educational system determines the worth of the 

individual to himself, his culture, and his country. Determination 

should be made concerning the impact of other cultures and their educa¬ 

tional systems, within a society, as to their effects upon the over-all 

goals of education of the society,^ 

Concern regarding the presence of the Hutterian Brethren in Mon¬ 

tana and their effect upon the communities within which they have estab¬ 

lished their communal way of life is now being evidenced by the citizens 

Q 
of this sovereign state. 

Statement of the Problem 

The Hutterites, with their communal way of life, and a culture 

which is different from that of their neighbors, present a number of 

problems to American society. This study was undertaken in an effort to 

determine possible effects of Kutterite culture upon the educational 

achievement of their children in grade 8. 

If the achievement of the grade 8 pupils of the Hutterite schools 

differs from the achievement of the grade 8 pupils of the surrounding ru¬ 

ral schools, it is assumed that the factor causing the difference is to 

be found within the culture of the Hutterian Brethren, 

The achievement of grade 8 children of the Hutterian Brethren was 

compared with the achievement of grade 8 children of the surrounding one 

teacher rural schools of Teton County, Montana. 

8 nLaw Circumvention Admitted at Hearing,” Choteau Acantha. Febru¬ 
ary 6, 1964, p. 1. 

^’’Operation of Hutterite Colonies Told at Legislative Fact Find¬ 
ing Session,” Great Falls Tribune. February 8, 1964, p. 13* 
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Comparisons were made in the areas of: 

1. Paragraph Meaning 

2. Word Meaning 

3. Spelling 

4. Language 

5. Arithmetic Reasoning 

6. Arithmetic Computation 

7* Social Studies 

8, Science 

9. Study Skills 

10. Battery Median 

Procedure 

Stanford Achievement Tests for grade 8 were used in the study. 

The tests were given in the month of April for each of the following 

years: 1961, 1962, 1963* Tests were given and scored under the super¬ 

vision of the County Superintendent of Schools of Teton County, Montana. 

The study was carried out by comparing achievement of grade 8 

children in the Hutterite schools of Teton County, Montana, with grade 

8 children of the one teacher rural schools of Teton County, Montana. 

Comparisons were made using total number of pupils, not individual 

schools. 

The results were summarized. They were also plotted on graphs in 

order to make visual comparisons. 

Specific areas compared were: 

1. Paragraph Meaning 

2. Word Meaning 
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3. Spelling 

4. Language 

5. Arithmetic Reasoning 

6. Arithmetic Computation 

7. Social Studies 

8* Science 

9# Study Skills 

10 • Battery Median 

All the eighth grade students of the Hutterian Brethren one teach¬ 

er schools, and all the eighth grade students of the one teacher rural 

schools of Teton County, Montana, were used in the comparison of educa¬ 

tional achievement, due to the similarity of instruction, teacher train¬ 

ing, teacher load, school facilities, length of school term, and length 

of school day. All schools used in the study were operated under Montana 

State School Law, and were located in the same geographical area. Chil¬ 

dren attending were from cattle and grain ranching communities. Ages of 

the children compared were determined by the compulsory attendance law 

of the state of Montana. 

Limitations 

The study was limited to the Hutterite culture because of its 

centuries of biological descent and distinctive social and cultural tra¬ 

ditions. To the researcher their quaint co-operative social system of¬ 

fers a unique opportunity to study the effect of culture upon education¬ 

al achievement in a controlled and responsive setting. 

The study was limited to grade 8, this being the final year of 

schooling for the Hutterite children, and covers the school terms of 
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1961, 1962, and 1963. 

A basic assumption was that achievement of Hutterite children 

could be measured with instruments that have proved acceptable to other 

school systems. 

The Stanford Achievement Tests were chosen for this survey, as 

they were well adapted to this purpose for the following reasons: 

1. Content selected on recent analysis of textbooks^ 

2. Vocabulary measured directly, which some other achievement tests 

do not^ 

3* Reliability .88**2 

4, Norms as established make possible comparisons of individual pu¬ 

pil’ s achievement with the achievement of other pupils'* 3 

5. Stanford Test one that can serve the middle-of-the-road school^ 

Definitions 

communal. common. 

communism, a social order according to which property and the instruments 
of production belong to the people and are held as a common trust 
and the profits arising from all labor devoted to the general good. 

German school, the religious school maintained by the colony for religious 
instruction of the youth of the colony. 

German teacher, the person chosen by the colony to aid in religious in¬ 
struction of the youth of the colony. 

Hutterian Brethren, a religious group which is a branch of the Anabaptist 
faith. 

^Buros, 0. K., editor, The Fifth Mental Measurements Yearbook. 
The Gryphon Press, Highland Park, New Jersey, 1959, p. 75* 

^TbicL, p. 77« ^Ibid.. p. 78. 

13lbid.. p. 80 lZ*Tbid.. p. 80 
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Hutterite colony, a group of Hutterian Brethren living together and prac¬ 

ticing communal ownership of all property. 

Hutterite school, the private school maintained by the colony, but pre¬ 

sided over by a non-Hutterite teacher, and following the pre¬ 

scribed course of study for rural schools in Montana. 

Kindergarten, a school under the supervision of women of the colony, 

where the children from two and one half to six years are cared 

for and taught the beginning of the Hutterite faith. 

Sunday School, included in the German school, and is of great ajnportance. 

It is presided over by the German teacher. 



9 

CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED MATERIAL 

The Anish One Room School 

The Amish religious sect has a problem corresponding to the one 

being experienced by the Hutterian Brethren, Surrounding communities 

object to their way of life, and its effect upon the communities in 

which they live. The educational system of these people is severely 

criticised. 

The Amish are attached to their one room school system because 

they feel that it fits their community way of life. This neighborhood 

school brings pupils of similar background together. They do not feel 

strange because of their dress or customs. Similarities, rather than 

•j 
differences, are emphasized. 

The one room school stimulates co-operation, which is a desired 

2 
goal of the Amish. In addition, in a school of this type, where all 

children are in the same room, brothers and sisters observe each others’ 

work and can report to the parents on how each is doing. 

The consolidated school is not approved of for various reasons. 

Within its confines are to be foimd many items not approved of nor al¬ 

lowed in the Amish homes, such items as hot and cold running water, in¬ 

side toilets, radios, television, motion pictures, musical instruments, 

^Sfoith, L. E., The Amish Today, Schlechters, Allentown, Pa., 1961, 

%bid.. p. 213. 

p. 212 
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3 
and school plays* 

The Anish do not believe in schooling after the age of fifteen 

years, and send none of their children to institutions of higher learn¬ 

ing* They believe that their educational system should be geared to a 

program of farm activity* 

Due to their stand against higher education they have been classed 

as ignorant, by some people. It is true they are ignorant about the 

world, but it is by design, rather than lack of ability. They read and 

write about the problems and interests which concern them. Elmer Lewis 

Smith states in his book that he knew of only one Amish adult who had 

completed high school, and she had been raised outside the community, and 

4 
married into it. Vocational-wise, the Amish student knows more than his 

teacher. 

These people hope to be able to keep their one room schools, for 

the reasons set forth above, plus the fact that it is easier to keep an 

eye on what goes on within a school of this type. They are not interest¬ 

ed in what they term the frills of education, but seek only the fundamen¬ 

tals, which, to them, are reading, writing, and arithmetic. They desire 

a program that is adjusted to farm activities. 

An attempt is being made by surrounding communities to enforce 

state curricula and secondary education upon the Amish.^ 

Another group with unique customs are the Hollow Folk. 

3Ibid*, p. 214. 

Sibid., p. 216. 

Sbid., p. 221. 
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Hollow Folk 

Within the valleys of the Blue Ridge Mountains are staunch Ameri¬ 

can citizens, Hollow Folk, who live much as they did one hundred years 

ago. Much of their educational system has not progressed beyond teach¬ 

ing the essentials, reading, writing, and arithmetic. The children are 

shy, knowing very little concerning the country surrounding them, and 

following the customs handed down by their elders. 

The inhabitants of The Hollow live in log cabins. Communication 

with the outside world has been non-existent, and not too common between 

cabins. The economy is what would be termed self-sufficient. Each fam¬ 

ily raises and prepares the food for its own members. 

The community has a combined church and one teacher school, where 

church services are conducted at irregular intervals. Preachers are 

self-appointed and semi-literate. School is in session approximately 

/r 

seven months each year.0 

Children of these people behave much the same as lowland chil¬ 

dren, but show a notable lack of interest in hero tales and stories from 

American and English history. Stories based upon qualities of truthful¬ 

ness, valor, and courage have no appeal to them.? 

An extensive testing program, using these children as subjects, 

led to the conclusion that children of Hollow Folk were not deficient 

o 
in intelligence due to heredity. The children under six approached 

Sherman, Handel, and Henry, Thomas, Hollow Folk, Thomas Y. Crow¬ 
ell Co., New York, 1938, p. 7. 

?Ibid.. p. 116. 

o 
. Cook, L. A., Community Background of Education: A Textbook in Ed¬ 

ucational Sociology, McGraw-Hill Book Co., Inc., New York, 1932, p. 26. 
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national norms more closely than those over six years of age, and they 

all did better on tests which were independent of language ability and 

school training* 

There is a growing conviction that mental tests are in reality 

only measures of educational opportunity and attainment 

To win the confidence of the children, tobacco, their greatest 

10 
luxury, was used as a bribe. when asked what they wanted to be when 

they grew up, the usual reply was, MI want to be what I am.n The boys 

desired to be farmers and carpenters, as their fathers were, and the 

girls wanted to be "wimmin*n Presumably the wants of children arise 

from contacts and experiences. Limited contacts and experiences thus 

11 develop limited desires. 

Conditions in this area are changing, due to better roads and bet¬ 

ter schools, with greater attendance and communication. Young men are 

migrating from the area in quest of work. Some adjust to other condi¬ 

tions and do well. Others do not adjust, and return home. One such re¬ 

turnee was asked why. He answered, "Hit’s much better here. I gits up 

in the morning when I wants and I do what I wants. Ho gittin’ up with a 

1 ? whistle and satin’ with a whistle." 

Life of Hollow Folk is essentially a folk culture, with extreme 

stability as evidenced by rigidity of customs, traditional beliefs, and 

slowness of change. They evidence a high degree of racial homogeneity 

o 
Ibid., p. 26. 

^Sherman Henry, on. cit.. p. 4. 

11 Cook, op. cit., p. 22. 

12Ibid.. p. 24. 
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due to in-mating and natural and social selection of physical types.^ 

Many characteristics of Amish and Hollotr Folk ways and cultures 

are similar to those of the Hutterites. 

^ ^Ibid.. p. 25. 
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CHAPTER III 

HISTORY OF HUTTERIAN BRETHREN 

Origin 

The Hutterian Brethren had their origin in Switzerland during the 

Protestant Reformation, in the year 1528, the middle of the century 

their number had grown to 15,000 souls. From the beginning their life 

was not easy. They were persecuted because of their beliefs, and driven 

■j 
from place to place, always seeking sanctuary. 

From Switzerland the Hutterian Brethren went to Moravia, where 

they were given sanctuary, probably due to the economic benefits that the 

nobles of Moravia were able to derive from their presence. It is of in¬ 

terest to note, from history, that only state religions were tolerated 

by any state at this period. The Plutterian Brethren did not subscribe 

to the principle of state-churchism, but for other reasons were allowed 

to stay. 

In the summer of 1622 certain events took place which forced the 

Brethren to flee from Moravia to Hungary, They were not allowed to take 

any of their belongings with them; the resultant hardships resulted in 

great loss of life. Those who did not flee from Moravia forsook the 

Brotherhood, Thus, the number of the pious was greatly reduced.^ 

Between the year 1760 and 1?62 the Brethren were forced either to 

leave Hungary and the Transylvania, or become Catholics; this included 

-j 
Eaton, J, W,, and Weil, R. J,, Culture and Mental Disorders. The 

Free Press, Glencoe, 111,, 1955, P» 3^* 

p 
Horsch, John, The Hutterian Brethren. The Mennonite Historical 

Society, Goshen, Ind,, J931, P« 63, 
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placing their children in Jesuit orphanages. Many, rather than endure 

the hardship and punishment, took upon themselves the Catholic faith. 

In the year 1767 those that were left fled to Germany, 67 souls 
3 

being the total number. Due to the war between Russia and Turkey, the 

area in which they were living fell under Russian control. A friendly 

Russian general advised the Brethren to emigrate to Russia; they took his 

advice, starting the journey in 1770. Their destination was the prov¬ 

ince Tscherinogov. 

While living in Russia, inner decay set in. As a result, in the 

year 1819, the practice of community of goods was abandoned. Later, the 

Hutterians petitioned the Russian government to organize new colonies, 

but without success. The Russians withdrew exemption from military ser¬ 

vice and use of the Russian language. As a result, in the year 1874, 250 

souls migrated to the United States, settling in what is now South Dakota.^ 

Due to persecution by people of the United States during World War 

I, all but three of the colonies which were then in existence migrated to 

Manitoba and Alberta, where they had been promised complete freedom from 

military service by the Canadian government.^ 

In March, 1942, the Legislature of Alberta passed bills prohibit¬ 

ing expansion of colonies in southwestern Alberta, and also restricting 

establishment of colonies in other parts of the province. As a result 

^Ibid,, p. 103. 

^Ibid.. p. 115. 

%bidL, p. 115* 

^"Canada’s Hutterites May Settle in U.S.,n Canadian Press, n. d., 
n. pub. (Available from Montana State Library Extension Commission, Mis¬ 
soula, Mont.) 
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of these restrictions, colonies have been established in Montana. 

Members of the Hutterian Brethren take no part in political activ¬ 

ities. They do not vote in any political election,*^ or aid in defense of 

the country, so many people consider them to be undesirable citizens. 

That the Hutterite population is increasing cannot be disputed. 

Today there are approximately 10,000 Hutterites in the United States and 

Canada. Marcus Bach has stated that if their population increases at the 

present rate there will be 438,000,000 Hutterites in North America in 
Q 

another hundred years. However, due to events such as the radical tran¬ 

sition which occurred in 1956, when a group of Hutterites defected and 

united with a similar, but less rigorous, Christian communal experiment 

known as the Society of Brothers, Woodcrest, Rifton, New York,^ this 

projected trend may change. 

Communal Life 

With the exception of monastic orders this group, the Hutterites, 

10 is the oldest communistic society in the world today. 

History tells that their communal way of life has not been unbro¬ 

ken. At times they have forsaken this mode of living, but at a later 

date reactivated it. 

^Encyclopedia Americana ! 14:530, ‘‘Hutterian Brethren, “ (citing 
“They Have Found Faith,1’ no page, by Marcus Bach, n. pub.), Americana 
Corp., New York, 1963f (hereafter referred to as Bach, Americana). 

0 
Bach, Marcus, Strange Sects and Curious Cults, Dodd, Meade and 

Co., Hew York, 1961, p. 237, 
9 

Bach, Americana . . . , op. cat.. p. 530* 

Clark, B. W., "The Huteritie fsic] Communities,” The Journal of 
Political Economy 32:484, June, 1924. 
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In the year 1523, at a village named Bogenitz, in Moravia, 200 to 

300 persons under Jacob Widemann were encamped. They chose ministers of 

temporal needs, who spread a cloak before the people, and everyone laid 

down on it his earthly possessions, unconstrained and with a willing mind, 

according to the teaching of the prophets and the apostles. This was the 

beginning of communism by the Hutterian Brethren, and the formation of the 

11 first colony. 

Due to extreme poverty, in the year 1686 the Hutterites decided to 

abandon the practice of communism, and everyone was ordered to pay for 

12 himself. This was given as the immediate cause, but further study re¬ 

veals that the abandonment of communism was caused by inner religious de¬ 

cline. The writings of the Hutterian Brethren of this period are full of 

complaints and criticism concerning the un-Christlike spirit of the Breth¬ 

ren. It is reasonable to suppose that by abandoning communism many false 

Hutterites who lived off the work of others were eliminated. 

Throughout the years and their wanderings, those faithful members 

again took upon themselves the communistic ways of life, which they ad¬ 

hered to till the year 1819. During the period of time when the Breth¬ 

ren were living in Russia, inner decay set in once again, and, in addi¬ 

tion, disunity developed among the ministers. As a result, the practice 

of communism was again abandoned.^ 

The early Hutterite settlers in the United States were divided in¬ 

to two groups, the colony Hutterites and the Hutterite Mennonites. They 

11 Horsch, op. cit., p. 7* 

12Ibid.. p. 75. 

^ -^Ibid,. p. 115. 
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differed largely on the basis of their attitude toward communal living. 

This split dates back to the year 1819, when communism was abandoned once 

again. Today these two groups have little in common, and few contacts 

14 
with each other. 

During World War I, because of their pacifist stand, which caused 

trouble for them in the United States, the Hutterites began an exodus 

15 
into Canada, where they could practice their communistic ways. In 

1942, due to restrictions placed upon them by the Canadian government, 

they migrated in large numbers to Montana, where they continue to prac¬ 

tice their communistic way of life.^ 

Education 

From the time of their origin the Hutterian Brethren have had 

schools, which were of such quality that they were at times attended by 

non-Hutterites. For their own members, attendance at their schools was 

17 
compulsory. 1 

In a Hutterite colony there were two schools, the small school 

and the large school, the first a kindergarten for children from two to 

six, and the second for the older children, and under the control of the 

Geman teacher. 

1U 1 Eaton, on. cit.. p. 35* 

^nSect Buying up Alberta Farms," The New York Times, May 15, 

1955* (Available from Montana State Library Extension Commission, Mis¬ 
soula, Mont.) 

"Life of the Glacier County Hutterites," Great Falls Tribune, 
November 30» 1958. 

17 
'Horsch, op. cit., p. 33* 
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Thus the Hutterites, three hundred years before Froebel introduced 

the first kindergarten in Europe, had established their Klein-schule. 

Their infant schools anteceded the infant schools of James Mills of Lon¬ 

don by two hundred eighty-eight years. They also laid claim to adult 

education, two centuries before adult classes were established in England 

by William Singleton and Samuel Fox, 

The main objective of the Kutterite school is to train the Hutter- 

ite child to know and fear God, and to seek not what is temporal, but 

18 what is eternal. These schools today are almost identical with those 

IQ of four hundred years ago. 7 

The Hutterite child is expected to conform. There is no conflict 

between the home and school, or school and church. At the age of six 

segregation of the sexes takes place in the German school, Sunday School, 

church, and dining room. 

At the age of seven the Hutterite child is given a New Testament, 

and starts to memorise two hundred Bible verses. Gn the completion of 

the first two hundred Bible verses, he is given a Book of Scriptural His¬ 

tory. Fifty-four stories are based on the Old Testament, fifty-five on 

the New Testament. Those Bible verses related to each story are studied 

at the time each Biblical anecdote is studied. One hundred nine Bible 

stories and five hundred Bible verses make up the course of study for 

the German school. Eight years of intensive study and repetition enable 

the Hutterite student to recite these stories from memory at the age of 

^Ibid.. p. 35. 

19 See Chapter I, letter from Jacob J. Wipf to author, on January 
15, 1964, pp. 2,3. 
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fifteen. 

He continues his Sunday School until he is baptized, which usually 

occurs at about twenty-one to twenty-three years of age. 

Public schools were first imposed upon the Hutterites when they 

came to the United States, between 18?^ and 187?. These schools, as es¬ 

tablished at the colonies, were probably superior to the Territory schools 

20 . 21 
of that time. The first outside teacher was hired in 1909* 

Today Hutterite schools in Montana are taught by an outside teach¬ 

er certificated under the State School Laws of Montana, and following a 

course of study prescribed by the State Department of Education. This is 

the same course of study under which rural schools in Montana operate. 

When the Hutterite student leaves school, he can speak and write 

three languages, Hutterite dialect, which is archaic Tyrolese German, 

High German, and English. 

These people are highly civilized, reasonably intelligent, and ex- 

22 
traordinarlly industrious. 

From the foregoing and other research, it is feasible to assume 

that the intelligence of their children would be comparable to that of 

children of American culture. 

20 
Deets, L. E., The Hutterites: A Study in Social Cohesion. Time 

and Hews Publishing Co., 1939, PP* 39,^1* 

21Ibid.. p. 40. 

22 
Eaton, op. cit.. p. 12 
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CHAPTER IV 

TEST DATA INTERPRETATION 

Procedure 

Test results of the grade 8 pupils of the Hutterite schools of Te¬ 

ton County, Montana, were compared with test results of the one teacher 

rural school grade 8 pupils of Teton County, Montana. 

Scores from the Stanford Achievement Tests, converted to grade 

equivalents, were used for comparison purposes. 

The researcher feels that the results obtained were valid. The 

tests, under the supervision of the County Superintendent of Schools, Te¬ 

ton County, Montana, were given during April of each of the years 1961, 

1962, and 1963* Results used were based on total population of grade 8 

of the Hutterite schools of Teton County, numbering twenty, and on total 

population of grade 8 of the one teacher rural schools of Teton County, 

numbering fifteen. All scores of tests given in April of 1961, 1962, and 

1963 were used in computing the score for each area. 

The test scores for all Hutterite grade 8 pupils, for each area 

tested, were added together; and the average for each of the areas, Par¬ 

agraph Meaning, Word Meaning, Spelling, Language, Arithmetic Reasoning, 

Arithmetic Computation, Social Studies, Science, Study Skills, and Bat¬ 

tery Median, was computed for each of the years in which the tests were 

administered, 1961, 1962, and 1963* The same procedure was followed in 

treating the scores from the one teacher rural school pupils. 

These scores were compared by the use of bar graphs in Figures 

1, 2, and 3 
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The average scores in each area for the Hutterite pupils for the 

three years used were combined, and a new average obtained which reflec¬ 

ted the average scores for the three-year period in each area tested. 

The same procedure was used to obtain average scores for the same period 

for the one teacher rural school pupils. 

These scores were then plotted on a line graph, Figure 4, in order 

to ascertain any trend that may have become discernable by assessing the 

three-year period. 

Using the Mann-Whitney U Test in the statistical comparison, the 

hypothesis assumed is that there is no significant difference in final 

achievement, as measured by the tests, between the grade 8 Hutterite pu¬ 

pils and the grade 8 rural school pupils. Upon closer examination of the 

areas tested, the null hypothesis of no difference was rejected in favor 

of an alternate hypothesis stating that the grade 8 pupils of the rural 

schools of Teton County did achieve at a significantly higher level than 

did the grade 8 pupils of the Hutterite schools of Teton County. The sig¬ 

nificance levels in those areas where differences were noted follow: 

1. Paragraph Meaning two and one half percent level 

2. Word Meaning three percent level 

3. Social Studies ...... three and one tenth percent level 

4. Science  two and one half hundredths percent 

level 

5. Study Skills two and one half percent level 

The statement of no significant difference originally given was 

found to hold as a result of the test data in the areas of Spelling, Lan¬ 

guage, Arithmetic Reasoning, and Arithmetic Computation. The null hy¬ 

pothesis was accepted in these areas. 
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Figure 1. A Comparison of Stanford Achievement Test Scores of Hutterite 
Grade 8 Pupils and One Teacher Rural School Hrade 8 Pupils.of Teton 
County, Montana, for the Year 1961. 
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Figure 2. A Comparison of Stanford Achievement Test Scores of Hutterite 
Grade 8 Pupils and One Teacher Rural School Grade 8 Pupils of Teton 
County, Montana, for the Year 1962. 

|^j Hutterite Pupils 

One Teacher Rural School Pupils 

KW
W

W
W

W
W

W
W

W
W

W
N 



25 

Grade 
Equiv. 

12 

11 

10 

9 

8 

7 

6 

5 

3 

2 . 

1 

0 

I 

I I 
I 

I 
I 

I 
/ 

/ 

$ 

Par. Word Spell. 
Mean. Kean. 

Lang. Arith. Arith. Soc. 
Reas. Comp. St. 

Sci. Stud. Batt. 
Sic. Med. 

Figure 3. A Comparison of Stanford Achievement Test Scores of Hutterite 
Grade 8 Pupils and One Teacher Rural School Grade 8 Pupils of Teton 
County, Montana, for the Year 1963* 
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Figure 4. A Comparison of Stanford Achievement Test Scores of Hutterite 
Grade 8 Pupils and One Teacher Rural School Grade 8 Pupils of Teton 
County, Montana, for the Combined Years 1961, 1962, and 1963. 
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A Comparison of Achievement 

In the year 1961 the pupils of the Hutterite schools surpassed 

the pupils of the one teacher rural schools of Teton County, Montana, 

in Spelling, Language, Arithmetic Reasoning, and Arithmetic Computation, 

In the remaining areas tested, the one teacher rural schools were su¬ 

perior, The Hutterite pupils made their highest score in Arithmetic 

Reasoning, and the one teacher rural school pupils made their highest 

score in Science, Lowest score for the Hutterite children was in Word 

Meaning, and lowest score for the rural children was in Language, 

A different pattern emerges for the year 1962. In no subject did 

the Hutterite pupils surpass the rural school pupils. Highest score for 

the Hutterite pupils was in Arithmetic Reasoning, and lowest was in Study 

Skills. Highest scores attained by rural pupils were in three different 

fields, Paragraph Meaning, Word Meaning, and Arithmetic Computation, 

these three scores being of equal rank. Lowest score for the rural pu¬ 

pils was in Language. 

The tests for the year 1963 again show that the rural pupils were 

superior to the Hutterite pupils, but not to as great a degree as they 

were in 1962. The Hutterite pupils surpassed the rural pupils in the 

area of Word Meaning only. Highest achievement for the Hutterite pupils 

for this year was in Science, and lowest was in Arithmetic Computation. 

The rural pupils attained their highest score in Study Skills and their 

lowest in Spelling. 

All the scores for the Hutterite grade 8 pupils were averaged 

together for the three years 1961, 1962, and 1963, and all the scores 



28 

for the one teacher rural school grade 8 pupils for the years 1961, 1962, 

and 1963 were averaged together, with the results shown in Figure 4. 

From this graph it was determined that, on the average, rural pupils 

achieved better scores than did Hutterite pupils, with the exception of 

Spelling and Arithmetic Reasoning. It was also determined that, in Lan¬ 

guage and Arithmetic Computation, the scores were very close together. 

The greatest average difference was in the field of Science, where the 

rural children far exceeded the Kutterite children. 

Generalization 

The comparison shows that Hutterite children of Teton County do 

not do as well in common subject fields taught in the schools of Montana 

as do the children from the one teacher rural schools of Teton County. 

In addition,' the Hutterite children are considerably below the one 

teacher rural school children in subjects that pertain to the English lan¬ 

guage and to the welfare of the United States. Subjects that relate to 

rote learning are more efficiently handled by the Hutterite pupil. 

Conclusion 

IVom the test data obtained and plotted, it may be assumed that the 

Hutterite schools are not as efficient in preparing their children to as¬ 

sume their responsibilities to their country and society as are the one 

teacher rural schools of Teton County, Montana. 

From the data tabulated, a pattern emerges. Hutterite grade 8 

pupils show highest achievement scores in subjects that lend themselves 

readily to rote learning, and lowest scores in those subjects requiring 
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reasoning ability and wide reading experiences. 

There is also a greater range between the highest and lowest scores 

attained by the Hutterite grade 8 pupils than is evidenced by the grade 8 

pupils of the one teacher rural schools of Teton County. One teacher ru¬ 

ral school grade 8 pupils evidence a much more even pattern of achieve¬ 

ment than do the Hutterite grade 8 pupils. 

This study tabulated data not only in the fundamental skills, but 

in the areas of Science and Social Studies, which are of primary importance 

to the citizens of the United States, 

One may speculate on why the findings listed above are true, and 

what factors in the Hutterite culture may contribute to differences in lev¬ 

el of achievement and pattern of grades. In this study no attempt was made 

to locate or assess factors causing these differences. 
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CHAPTER V 

SUMMARY, COHCLUSICMS, RECOMMENDATIONS 

Summary 

The Kutterites, because of their different way of life, present 

a number of problems to our society. One problem of prime importance 

is the effectiveness of their educational system in developing individu¬ 

als who are an asset to the culture of the United States. 

This study was undertaken to determine whether there is a differ¬ 

ence in achievement of the grade 8 Hutterite pupil and the grade 8 pupil 

of a comparable rural school. 

The greatest threat to the Hutterite way of life may be in the 

public school system. That the Hutterites recognize this danger is evi¬ 

denced by past happenings. They fled from Transylvania rather than have 

their children brought up in the Catholic religion. They migrated from 

Russia in the 1880‘s when they were ordered to accept military training 

and teach their children in the Russian language. It is doubtful that 

they would hesitate to migrate again if their method of child training 

were to be imperiled. Forcing the Hutterite child to attend a central¬ 

ized school, away from the colony, would be an attack on the core of the 

Hutterite beliefs. 

From test data it was determined that grade 8 pupils of the Kut- 

terite schools do not achieve as highly as do pupils of the grade 8 

rural schools of Teton County, Montana. 

At no time was it the intent of the researcher to discredit any 

persons, cultures, or religions, only to present the truth as research 
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data finds it, in the hope that it will be of value to the educational 

systems of both cultures. 

Conclusions 

The differences found to exist in the achievement of the grade 8 

Hutterite pupil and the grade 8 rural pupil are probably due to condi¬ 

tions which exist within the Hutterite culture. They live a true com¬ 

munal life within a rigorous religious structure, having, and desiring, 

little contact with the outside world. Their culture is totally agri¬ 

cultural, and their education is fitted to this mode of life. They 

find no need for many of the scientific and political skills that are 

necessary to the culture of the United States. 

In no way does this study reflect upon the ability of the Hutter¬ 

ite pupil as a student. It is assumed that factors other than intelli¬ 

gence, to be found within the Hutterite culture, are responsible for the 

difference in achievement of the Hutterite pupil when compared with 

achievement of the one teacher rural pupil. At one time the Hutterite 

system of education was considered superior to any other in Europe. The 

effectiveness of the Hutterite school in producing faithful followers of 

their beliefs cannot be questioned. It must be conceded that their sys¬ 

tem of education is efficient from their point of view, for it has, for 

the most part, stifled any desire of a Hutterite to pursue his education 

beyond the eighth grade. 

The entire grade 8 population of the Hutterite schools and the 

entire grade 8 population of the rural schools of Teton County, Montana, 

were used in the study. The Stanford Achievement Tests were used. 
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because of their content, based upon recent analysis of textbooks and 

professional literature in various fields, and consideration given to 

recent trends in curriculum and teaching methods. The tests recognize 

the trend towards teaching for understanding, rather than factual know¬ 

ledge. They are tests which well serve the middle-of-the-road school. 

In comparing graphically the scores obtained from the tests, it 

will be noted that in 19&1 the grade 8 pupils of the Hutterite schools 

surpassed the grade 8 pupils of the rural schools in Spelling, Language, 

Arithmetic Reasoning, and Arithmetic Computation. In no other year for 

which data was collected did this occur. In 1963 the grade 8 Hutterite 

pupils achieved higher scores in Word Meaning than did the grade 8 rural 

pupils. The difference, as indicated by the graphical interpretation, 

was a chance deviation, as evidenced by the statistical interpretation 

herein included. 

In the statistical comparison the hypothesis is assumed that there 

is no significant difference in final achievement, as measured by the 

tests, between the grade 8 pupils of the Hutterite schools and the grade 

8 pupils of the rural schools. This statement of no significant differ¬ 

ence was found to hold for test data in the areas of Spelling, Language, 

Arithmetic Reasoning, and Arithmetic Computation. 

For the test data in the areas of Paragraph Meaning, Word Meaning, 

Social Studies, Science, and Study Skills, the null hypothesis of no dif¬ 

ference was rejected in favor of an alternate hypothesis stating that 

grade 8 pupils of the rural schools did achieve higher than did grade 8 

pupils of the Hutterite schools. 
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Re coimnendation s 

If the Hutterites wish to bring the achievement of their grade 8 

pupils up to the achievement level of the grade 8 rural pupils, it is 

recommended that the following steps be taken: 

1. Make available current literature on scientific and political 

studies, to aid in giving the pupils a better understanding of 

factors contributing to the continued growth of the United States* 

2* Keep abreast of current events as they are happening today, through 

the media of radio, television, newspapers, or magazines, to aid 

the student in a better understanding of the requirements for cit¬ 

izenship, and development of the ability to participate in cultural 

functions* 

3* Place more emphasis upon the English language as a means of commu¬ 

nication in everyday situations. This would aid the pupils in a 

better command of the fundamental processes* 

4. Become better acquainted with the culture of the United States by 

field trips and the use of descriptive material, to enable them to 

better understand the society which provides economic and physical 

security for their group* 

5* Carry out further study of this problem, to determine what other 

recommendations can be made which would benefit both the Hutterites 

and the communities in which they live* 
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