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ABSTRACT 

The introduction of a foreign language into a 
crowded elementary curriculum presents a host of problems 
to curriculum planners. One of those problems is to find 
the needed time to include such a program in a daily 
schedule, which this study has attempted to determine. 

It was suggested in the review of literature of 
this paper that every well-educated child should have the 
knowledge of a second language and that the learning of 
the second language is easier at an early age. To gain 
needed time for a foreign language program, authorities 
suggested lengthening the day, shortening other classes, 
or reducing the number of times a class meets. Two 
studies that are reported indicate reducing time allotted 
to other classes is a desired change in the elementary 
curriculum to allow time for foreign language instruction. 

Another procedure of this study was to conduct a 
survey of elementary schools currently teaching a foreign 
language and to interview the sixth grade teachers and 
elementary principals in Helena, Montana. The majority of 
evidence in both the survey and the interviews indicated 
the desired method of gaining needed time for foreign lan¬ 
guage instruction is to shorten other class periods. 

Conclusions drawn as a result of this study were 
(1) reducing the allotment of time assigned to other 
classes, (2) correlating subjects, (3) lengthening the 
school day, (4) eliminating a recess, .and (5) eliminating 
a class at a time for a few weeks were all ways of obtain¬ 
ing time needed to teach a foreign language. 

Recommendations made as a result of this study 
suggested that further research is needed (1) to determine 
the effects the five conclusions listed above have on 
learning in the elementary school, (2) to determine the 
optimum length of various elementary classes, (3) to deter¬ 
mine if elementary class time could be economized by inte¬ 
grating programmed materials with regular classwork, and 
(4) to determine if better teacher preparation would re¬ 
sult in less required teaching time. All of the recom¬ 
mendations are designed to indicate the possibility that 
other conclusions might be equally or even more desirable 
in determining a method of gaining class time if that re¬ 
search could be realized. 

iv 



CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

Organization for the instituting of a foreign lan¬ 

guage in the elementary schools has presented significant 

problems for educators involved in enrolling a school 

system into this new program. Whenever a curriculum 

change occurs educators have been concerned with making 

a change that would return the desired results. The 

elementary curricula in public schools today are typically 

and increasingly becoming more crowded, Hussain says:^ 

Time limitations force teachers to slight 
basic ideas. Introduction of foreign language in¬ 
struction means a further trimming of the program, 
except in the few exceptions where the school day 
is extended for this purpose. 

Finding instruction time for a foreign language in 

crowded elementary school curricula is an acute problem, 

2 
A study conducted in California indicated finding quali¬ 

fied teachers was the most difficult problem to overcome 

when beginning the instruction of a second language. 

^"Hussain, Donna, "Foreign Language Study in the 
Elementary School,” The Education Digest, March, 1964, 
p. 47. 

2 
California, Bureau of Elementary Education, 

"Survey of Programs in Foreign Languages in the Elementary 
Schools of California,” California Journal of Elementary 
Education, November, 1961, p. 76. 



Finding time for the program was second in ten listed 

problems• 

When the introduction of a foreign language adds 

20 to 30 minutes per school day, it behooves educators to 

seriously investigate desired changes in the daily sched¬ 

ule* A brief description of an example of what can hap¬ 

pen when a school initiates a foreign language program 

without proper planning follows. 

The Helena, Montana, Public Schools started a for¬ 

eign language program in the sixth grade in 1960 on a one 

class period a week basis. The school tried to promote 

what the society considers desirable learnings but because 

of poor organization it v/as considered a failure and was 

abandoned after the first year. When Helena prepares to 

initiate another foreign language program for its elemen¬ 

tary schools, Helena educators will hopefully plan a pro¬ 

gram with a more extensive scope. It is also hopeful 

that the possible solutions to the problem that follows 

will help to make the introduction of foreign language 

programs in other elementary schools more successful. 

Statement of Problem 

The problem is to determine desired changes in a 

daily schedule to make room for the instituting of a for¬ 

eign language program in an already crowded elementary 
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school curriculum. 

Procedures 

The procedures of this study were to ascertain the 

desired changes in elementary curricula, as recommended 

by authorities, to make room for a foreign language, by 

a review of literature* 

To determine what elementary schools have changed 

in their daily schedules to make room for a foreign lan¬ 

guage, questionnaires were sent to selected schools that 

were currently offering a second language. The writer 

attempted to select only schools where the time spent 

teaching the foreign language to sixth graders might be 

similar to a projected program in Helena or other elemen¬ 

tary schools. 

To receive permission to interview the sixth grade 

teachers and elementary principals in Helena, a letter of 

request was sent to their superintendent. In order to 

arrange a time schedule to meet individually with the 

above mentioned educators, letters indicating the proposed 

time were sent. They were also asked to think about the 

problem and possible solutions. The format of the inter- 

view was prepared carefully in advance so that identical 

questions were asked at each interview. 
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The purpose of the interviev/s was to obtain the 

opinions of the group indicated regarding what they per¬ 

sonally felt was a desired change in an already crowded 

curriculum to make room for the proposed foreign language. 

These opinions were recorded and considered with the other 

obtained evidence in suggesting desired daily schedule 

changes to allow time for a sixth grade foreign language 

program in the Helena Public Schools, the concluding step 

of the study. 

Limitations 

Limitations affecting this study were: (1) the 

desired changes in the present daily schedule to make 

room for a foreign language are for the sixth grade in 

the Helena Public Schools, (2) the proposed changes must 

fit into regular school hours, and (3) the foreign lan¬ 

guage offered which is typically French, Spanish, or 

German will have daily classes of between 20 and 30 

minutes in length. 

Assumptions 

Assumptions made affecting this study were: (1) 

the introduction of a second language in the sixth grade 

has become an accepted and desirable change, and (2) that 
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the Helena Elementary Public Schools has a crowded curri¬ 

culum, a situation quite typical of schools throughout 

the country. 

Definition 

For the convenience of the reader, one term used 

in this study is defined. 

A daily schedule refers to subjects taught plus 

other extra curricular activities that have designated 

time periods during regular school hours. 
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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

In reviewing the literature on this topic, an 

attempt was made to locate information suggesting curri¬ 

culum changes to allow time for a foreign language as well 

as studies relating to the problem. Since these are to be 

considered in this study, and the possibility the present 

Helena curriculum will be affected, it is deemed necessary 

to briefly review the importance of a foreign language in 

the elementary curricula. The review of literature is 

divided into three sections, (1) a review of the impor¬ 

tance of a foreign language, (2) suggested curriculum 

changes, and (3) studies relating to curriculum changes. 

The following is a brief discussion of the importance of 

a foreign language. 

Importance of a Foreign Language 

The importance of a foreign language program in the 

elementary school is aptly stated by Ziegler who says: 

We start with the principle that every well- 
educated child should have a knowledge of at least 
one language in addition to his own in order that he 
become a better citizen of an international world 

^Ziegler, R. B., "On Starting a FLES Program," 
Hispania, March, 1963, p. 144. 
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In answer to why a second language is taught at the 

2 . . 
elementary level Ziegler indicates scientific tests have 

shown that the time to learn a second language is at an 

early age. He adds that it is then that speech organs are 

more flexible and speech habits less fixed. The child’s 

curiosity is the greatest at this age. His interest is 

more easily secured and held. It is also at this age the 

child loves to dramatize and to imitate. It is a time 

before inhibitions arise out of which grows self- 

consciousness. Ziegler points out these are severe ob¬ 

stacles to the use of, or practice in the use of a second 

language. 

Hussain implies the same ideas as Ziegler, plus 

some others, in her list of objectives most commonly 
3 

stated in support of the elementary language program. 

She includes the importance of social awareness that is 

augmented by a language program. Along with the learning 

of a language comes understanding of a different way of 

life. It is well known that elementary schools integrate 

music, art, and other areas with the formal language 

training so the child is introduced to a culture as well 

as to a verbal tongue. Language at this level is taught 

^Ibid., pp. 144-145. 
3 
Hussain, Donna, "Is the Teaching of Foreign Lan¬ 

guages in the Elementary School Worthwhile?" Elementary 
English, December, 1963, pp. 821-824. 
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through activities children enjoy. Hussain feels that a 

favorable attitude toward language study is established at 

the elementary level which should have beneficial effects 

on the high school program. She agrees with a common ob¬ 

jective that the early introduction of a foreign language 

gives a child background for intensive study at the high 

school level. 

Before going on to some suggested curriculum 

changes, it might be misleading not to mention that the 

instituting of a successful foreign language program to 

satisfy the supporting factors of the program is a diffi¬ 

cult task. Hussain says: 

If foreign languages were taught through the 
medium of bilingual teachers, if the program were 
state or nationwide, and if language instruction 
were continous through the elementary and junior 
high schools, this writer would endorse the program 
wholeheartedly. The learning involved could com¬ 
pensate even for a reduced program in other subject 
areas 

In considering the importance of a foreign lan¬ 

guage, Ziegler has said that every well-educated child 

should have the knowledge of a second language. Both 

Ziegler and Hussain agreed that the time to learn a second 

language is at an early age because of easier motivation 

and lack of inhibitions. Hussain added that social 

^Ibid., p. 824. 
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awareness for better understanding and integrating the 

foreign languages with other areas of study at the elemen¬ 

tary level will help students enrolling in the high school 

program. Hussain warns that unless certain conditions 

exist, a foreign language is a waste of time in the ele¬ 

mentary curriculum. The next section suggests some ways 

a foreign language can fit into an elementary curriculum. 

Suggested Curriculum Changes to Allow 
Time for a Foreign Language 

. 5 An article by Evans in the Elementary School 

Journal maintains that the problem of finding time for 

the study of languages without sacrificing some subject 

in the curriculum is baffling. He recognizes that the 

schedule of the elementary school has become more and 

more crowded and that teachers are becoming increasingly 

frustrated in trying to include everything the course 

of study demands. 
g 

Evans suggests that the introduction of a foreign 

language may require a longer school day. He proposes 

this because during the past 25 years, most schools have 

made many additions to their curriculum, and few have 

5 
Evans, N. D., ’'Planning for a Foreign Language 

Program," Elementary School Journal, October, 1959, 
pp. 32-36. 

^Ibid., pp. 32-36. 
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removed anything. The length of the school day and year 

has remained fairly constant. He injects that to merely 

add a second language to the curriculum is admitting there 

is wasted time in the school day. Evans admits that 

lengthening the school day may not be practical in dis¬ 

tricts that have already lengthened the school day to 

expand a science program, for example. He suggests some¬ 

thing might be eliminated from the curriculum but no one 

is willing to admit that any one part of the present cur¬ 

riculum is not needed. 
7 

Hamalainen is not so willing to admit that length¬ 

ening the school day, week, or year is the answer. He 

points out that thought should be given to the effects of 

lengthening periods of time on the physical and mental 

health of teachers and children, on the effects the change 

might have on family relationships, and increased expenses 

ranging from salaries to heating and lighting. Hamalainen 

indicates other educational agencies such as boy and girl 

scouts, service organizations, church activities, and 

special clubs must be considered since elementary children 

frequently participate in either such organized activities 

or in his own special activities. The question Hamalainen 

presents to the individual school personnel and the 

7 
Hamalainen, A. E., "Administering the Foreign 

Language Program,” National Elementary Principalt May, 
I960, pp. 22-25. 
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community is whether or not the school should take more 

of the students time at the expense of these other activi¬ 

ties • 
Q 

Rather than lengthening the day Harnalainen sug¬ 

gests decreased emphasis upon or elimination of other 

subject matter already in the schedule. Decreased empha¬ 

sis might take the form of less time each day in all sub¬ 

jects or in a particular subject. He also presents the 

possibilities of reducing the number of times a week a 

subject is taught or eliminating the formal presentation 

of a subject for a block of time, usually weeks during 

the year, and alternate it with the language program to 

gain time for the new program. Another variation is one 

that Harnalainen observed in a foreign language program in 

which time for teaching was taken from the child1s study 

period when the teacher was having reading groups other 

than the children concerned. This plan assumes that in¬ 

dividual study time for elementary children is largely 

wasted. 

Evans feels the elementary schedule is overloaded 

now and rather than shortening or eliminating classes, it 

might be necessary to lengthen the school day to find time 

for the introduction of a foreign language. Harnalainen 

points out the conflicts lengthening the day might have 

^Ibid., pp. 22-25. 
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with other educational agencies and the mental and physi¬ 

cal effects it might have on the people involved. 

Hamalainen suggests other approaches to the problem such 

as shortening other classes, reducing the number of times 

a class meets, and eliminating one class at a time for a 

few weeks to gain the needed time. It might also be pos¬ 

sible to use the study period of students for a language 

program. To continue, the next section deals with various 

studies that have been made which might put some light on 

the ideas presented in this section. 

Studies Relating to Curriculum Changes to 
Allow Time for a Foreign Language 

The following discusses two studies relating to 

curriculum changes that will allow time for a foreign 

language. 

During the spring semester of 1959, the Foreign 

Language Instruction Project of the University of Illinois 

9 conducted a pilot study designed to determine the effect 

of foreign language instruction on elementary school pupil 

achievement in arithmetic, English, and reading. The 

findings of this pilot study supported the hypothesis that 

9 
University of Illinois, Foreign Language Instruc¬ 

tion Project, "The Effect of Foreign Language Instruction 
of Basic Learning in Elementary Schools,” The Modern 
Language Journal, January, 1963, p. 8. 
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shortening the instructional periods of the school day to 

gain time for teaching a second language does not reduce 

the extent of average gain in pupil achievement in the 

basic skills as measured by standardized achievement 

scores. To reinforce their beliefs, regarding the hy¬ 

pothesis of the pilot study, the Project carried out a 

more comprehensive study^^ during the 1959-1960 school 

year. 

The writer will attempt to briefly summarize the 

procedure, findings, and conclusions of Johnson, Flores, 

and Ellison, the researchers for the Project. Even though 

the Project study was not carried out at the sixth grade 

level, the significance of the study in relation to the 

writer*s study, seemed to be important enough to report 

as the Project study was conducted at the upper elementary 

level. 

The Foreign Language Instruction Project reported 

the use of two groups of ninety pupils drawn from ten 

fourth grade classrooms of the public schools of Champaign, 

Illinois. The experimental group received 20 minutes of 

Spanish instruction daily in addition to continuing with 

their regular course work. The gained time during the 

school day for the foreign language instruction was 

■^Ibid., pp. 8-11. 

■^Ibid., pp. 8-11. 
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obtained by slightly shortening the class periods in lan¬ 

guage arts, social studies, and arithmetic. The control 

group simply continued with the regular curricular activi¬ 

ties, setting aside no time for Spanish instruction. The 

Project attempted to equate the two groups as nearly as 

possible in numerous characteristics. Both groups v/ere 

tested as they entered the fourth grade and again as they 

entered the fifth grade by the Iowa Every-Pupil Test of 

Basic Skills. The data obtained from these tests were 

then subjected to statistical analysis to determine the 

extent to which the two groups differed with regard to 

gain in basic skills achievement. 

12 The findings of the study indicated the pupils 

who participated in learning a second language for 20 

minutes each school day showed no significant loss in 

achievement in other subjects as measured by the Iowa 

Every-Pupil Test of Basic Skills. 

The conclusions made by Johnson, Flores, and 

13 Ellison were that this follow-up study further indi¬ 

cated the addition of a foreign language in the elemen¬ 

tary curricula will not reduce the extent of average gain 

in pupil achievement in basic learnings as measured by 

standardized achievement tests. To further support the 

12Ibid•, p. 11. 

■^Ibid*, p. 11. 
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hypothesis, the experimental group showed greater achieve¬ 

ment in reading vocabulary and reading comprehension and 

that in language skills, arithmetic and work study skills, 

the two groups varied little. 

14 A survey conducted by the Bureau of Elementary 

Education in Sacramento, California, indicates their in¬ 

terest in what is being done regarding scheduling to gain 

time for foreign language instruction. They sent out 

1,423 questionnaires and one part of the questionnaire 

was designed to determine how time was gained to include 

an elementary foreign language program or just hov; it was 

organized. Of the questionnaires sent out, 84 percent 

were returned and according to the report, the schools 

that did not answer the questionnaires had no foreign 

language program at the time of the survey. The data 

presented in the study were based on responses to 404 

questionnaires• 

Time for teaching a foreign language, as determined 

15 by the survey was found in various ways. Of the 404 

districts, 134 gained time by reducing time allotments in 

other subjects, 96 provided instruction during the summer, 

14 . 
California, Bureau of Elementary Education, 

’’Survey of Programs in Foreign Languages in the Elementary 
Schools of California,” California Journal of Elementary 
Education, November, 1961, pp. 69-81. 

"^Ibid., pp. 71-72. 
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77 lengthened the school day* Lesser numbers gained time 

by integrating foreign language with other areas of study, 

reducing time in all subjects to a slight extent, by im¬ 

proved planning of routine procedures, and leaving the 

scheduling entirely to the discretion of the teacher* Of 

the districts used in the survey, 54 percent reported 

making time reductions in social studies and language arts 

to secure time for the foreign language* Music time was 

reduced by 11 percent of the reporting districts and all 

other subject areas were reduced by a smaller percent. 

Some school districts reported cuts in time allotments 

in more than one subject. 

The Foreign Language Instruction Project at the 

University of Illinois conducted a pilot study in 1959 

and a more comprehensive follow-up study in 1959-1960 for 

the purpose of determining the effects of foreign language 

instruction on elementary school pupil achievement in the 

basic skills. The conclusions of both studies indicated 

the addition of a foreign language in the elementary cur¬ 

riculum will not reduce the extent of average gain in 

pupil achievement in basic learnings as measured by stan¬ 

dardized achievement scores. A survey conducted in 

California indicated the most popular method of gaining 

time for a foreign language in the elementary districts 

of that state was by reducing time allotments in other 
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subjects. These time reductions were made chiefly in 

social studies and language arts. 

Summary 

The purpose of the study is to determine desired 

changes in a daily schedule to make room for the insti¬ 

tuting of a foreign language program in an already crowded 

elementary school curriculum. 

To indicate the importance of a foreign language 

program, Ziegler has said that every well-educated child 

should have the knowledge of a second language, Hussain 

and Ziegler agreed it is easier to learn a foreign lan¬ 

guage at an early age, Hussain feels an elementary for¬ 

eign language program will help students enrolling in the 

high school program but warns unless the elementary lan¬ 

guage program is handled wisely, it would be a waste of 

time. Evans suggests it might be necessary to lengthen 

the school day to find time for the introduction of a 

foreign language. Hamalainen points out the conflicts of 

such a suggestion and considers shortening classes, re¬ 

ducing the number of times a class meets, or eliminating 

a class at a time for a few weeks each as a better method 

of obtaining the needed time. A study conducted by the 

Foreign Language Instruction Project of the University of 
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Illinois concludes that the addition of a foreign language 

in the elementary curriculum by shortening time allotments 

in other subjects will not reduce the extent of average 

gain in pupil achievement in basic learnings, A survey in 

California indicates the most popular way of gaining 

needed time was by shortening other class periods and most 

elementary districts shortened the social studies and lan¬ 

guage arts periods. The next chapter discusses what 

Helena sixth grade teachers and elementary principals feel 

is a desired curriculum change to allow time for a foreign 

language program. 
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CHAPTER III 

RESULTS OF SCHOOL SURVEY AND EDUCATOR INTERVIEWS 
REGARDING CURRICULUM CHANGES TO ALLOW 

TIME FOR A FOREIGN LANGUAGE 

To obtain further evidence regarding desired cur¬ 

riculum changes to find the necessary time to include the 

teaching of a second language in elementary schools, the 

writer conducted a survey and interviewed several educa¬ 

tors. 

Survey 

A questionnaire was sent to each of 13 elementary 

schools in Montana that were currently listed"*- as having 

a foreign language program to determine what they had 

changed in their curriculum to allow time for the insti¬ 

tuting of a foreign language in the sixth grade. The 

schools were also asked to indicate the minutes and peri¬ 

ods per week devoted to foreign language instruction. The 

purpose of asking for the number of minutes and periods 

was to insure against using schools in this study that 

merely had token foreign language programs. The writer 

discovered some schools, listed as having a foreign lan¬ 

guage program by the state department of public 

^Directory of Montana Elementary Foreign Language 
Teachers, 1964-1965, State Department of Public Instruc¬ 
tion, Helena, Montana, March, 1965, pp. 1-10. 
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instruction, were teaching a second language for as short 

a time as one period of ten minute duration per week. Of 

the 13 questionnaires sent out, ten were returned and the 

answers of three more were obtained via telephone conver¬ 

sation. 

Eight of the reporting 13 schools had five periods 

of foreign language instruction varying from a total of 

75 to 120 minutes of instruction per week. Three schools 

reported two periods totaling 40 minutes, a single school 

had four periods totaling 120 minutes, and another had 

three periods totaling 90 minutes of instruction per week. 

Ten schools reported that they made room for their 

foreign language programs by either shortening the in¬ 

struction time of other classes and/or shortening the 

study period. One school reported allowing each teacher 

to make room for the program in her own way. The remain¬ 

ing two schools solved the problem by a combination of 

lengthening the school day, shortening other class periods 

or study periods. 

Responses from 13 elementary schools, that were 

currently sponsoring a foreign language program, were re¬ 

corded to determine what they had changed in their pre¬ 

vious curricula to make room for foreign language instruc¬ 

tion. These schools also reported the minutes and periods 

per week devoted to that instruction. Nine schools 
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reported shortening other classes and/or study periods, 

one allowed each teacher to make room in her own way, and 

two combined lengthening the day and reducing time allo¬ 

cated to other classes as ways of allowing time for their 

foreign language programs. 

Interviev/s 

The results of the interviews regarding curriculum 

changes to allow time for the introduction of an elemen¬ 

tary foreign language program indicated considerably more 

suggestions as to what is a desired change as compared to 

what is actually in practice as determined by the survey. 

The interviews were conducted with 13 sixth grade teachers 

and five elementary principals, all from the Helena Public 

Schools. 

The suggestions, as expressed by the 18 educators, 

when asked what in their opinion would be a desired change 

in their present curriculum to make room for 20 to 30 

minutes of daily foreign language instruction, can gener¬ 

ally be categorized into two main headings, shortened 

class periods and lengthening the day. Fifteen suggested 

a form of shortened class periods and three suggested 

lengthening the school day to make room for the teaching 

of a second language. 
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To shorten class periods, three educators did not 

indicate what periods they would shorten and three sug¬ 

gested the correlating of courses such as reading, lan¬ 

guage, and spelling into one block to gain the needed 

time. One felt time could be economized by improving 

methodology through modern techniques of teaching, making 

good use of available teaching equipment and programmed 

learning experiences. Another suggested eliminating band 

and orchestra which in his building consumed about 110 

minutes a week. His opinion was since only seven or eight 

students in most classes participated in the voluntary 

music program, it wasted too much of the other students 

time. It was understood that while the music students 

were out of the room, the rest of the class would not en¬ 

gage in any activities that would slight or academically 

penalize the music students for their absence. The re¬ 

maining seven interviewees suggested shortening the 

classes of specific subjects such as reading, language, 

spelling, art, and social studies. There was no general 

agreement of reducing the time allowed for any particular 

combination of these subjects. 

Of the three that suggested lengthening the day, 

one said that eliminating a 15 minute recess would be 

desirable in the sixth grade to ease the transition into 

junior high where the students have no recess. This 



23 

person also said if more time was needed for the foreign 

language, five or ten minutes could be tacked on the day 

rather unnoticeably. Another thought lengthening the day 

15 minutes and shortening instruction time for the extra 

minutes needed would be the best plan* The third felt the 

day would have to be lengthened for however long the for¬ 

eign language period was designed but probably ten minutes 

added to both the morning and afternoon sessions would be 

best. 

Interviews were conducted in Helena with 13 sixth 

grade teachers and five elementary principals to find out 

their opinions regarding a desired curriculum change to 

make room for 20 to 30 minutes of daily foreign language 

instruction. Fifteen of the 18 suggested shortening in¬ 

struction time in other classes. Some suggested ways of 

shortening instruction time v/ere correlating subjects, 

shortening various class periods, economizing of time by 

using modern techniques, and eliminating band and orches¬ 

tra. Three of the 18 wanted to lengthen the day to gain 

the needed instruction time. 

Summary 

To obtain further evidence for determining a de¬ 

sired curriculum change to allow time for foreign language 

instruction in the sixth grade, the writer conducted a 
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survey of selected elementary schools that were currently 

teaching a second language and interviewed educators in 

Helena, Montana. 

Of the 13 schools included in the survey, ten re¬ 

ported gaining the additional needed time for their for¬ 

eign language programs by shortening the length of other 

classes and/or shortening study periods. Two used a com¬ 

bination of shortened periods and lengthening the day, 

while one school left the scheduling up to the individual 

teachers. 

The opinions of 15 of 18 educators in Helena, as 

ascertained by interviews, suggested shortened instruction 

time of other classes to gain needed time for foreign 

language instruction. The remaining three felt to lengthen 

the day would be the best solution to the problem. The 

next and final chapter will contain the summary, conclu¬ 

sions, and recommendations. 
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CHAPTER IV 

SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS AMD RECOMMENDATIONS 

The problem involved in this study was to determine 

desired changes in a daily schedule to gain the needed 

time for the instituting of a foreign language program in 

an already crowded elementary curriculum. Methods used 

to obtain an answer to the problem were to review the lit¬ 

erature, survey elementary schools, and interview teachers 

and principals. 

Summary 

The importance of a foreign language as expressed 

by Ziegler is every well-educated child should have the 

knowledge of a second language. He and Hussain feel it 

is easier to learn a foreign language at an early age. 

In order to gain the needed time for a second language, 

Evans suggests it might be necessary to lengthen the day. 

Hamalainen suggested shortening classes, reducing the 

number of times a class meets, or eliminating a class at 

a time for a few weeks each to gain the needed time. 

A study conducted at the University of Illinois 

concluded that adding a second language in the elemen¬ 

tary curriculum by shortening time allotments in other 

subjects will not reduce the extent of average gain in 
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pupil achievement in basic learnings. A California sur¬ 

vey indicates most schools gained additional time for 

foreign language instruction by reducing the time allotted 

for other subjects. The social studies and language arts 

classes were shortened most frequently. 

The survey of 13 elementary schools that were 

currently teaching a second language resulted in ten re¬ 

porting shortening the length of other subjects and/or 

study periods to obtain needed time. 

Fifteen of 18 educators interviewed stated their 

recommendation of a desired change to allow time for for¬ 

eign language instruction would be to shorten instruction 

time of other subjects. Three suggested lengthening the 

day. 

Conclusions 

The conclusions drawn by the v/riter as a result of 

this study are as follows: 

1. The evidence indicates the most popular method 

of gaining needed time for the instituting of a foreign 

language in the elementary school is to reduce the allot¬ 

ment of time assigned to other subjects. 

2. Some elementary schools may find it desirable 

to correlate subjects that complement each other to gain 

the needed time for a foreign language. 
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3. To lengthen the school day for however long 

the foreign language program requires might be the solu¬ 

tion under some circumstances. 

4. Elimination of a recess period to obtain for¬ 

eign language instruction time is a possibility. 

5. Eliminating a class at a time for a few v/eeks 

to gain the needed time. 

Recommendations 

Recommendations for further research regarding the 

obtaining of time for the implementation of a foreign lan¬ 

guage program in the elementary schools is as follows: 

1. More research is needed to determine the effect 

on students concerning shortened class periods, correlat¬ 

ing subjects, lengthening the school day, eliminating re¬ 

cess, or eliminating a class at a time for a few weeks at 

the elementary school level. 

2. It occurred to the writer that experimentation 

and research to determine the optimum length of various 

classes at the elementary school level would be invaluable 

for curriculum planners. 

3. This writer feels an interesting study would 

be to determine if elementary class time could be econo¬ 

mized by integrating programmed materials v/ith regular 

classwork 
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4. Further research is needed to indicate whether 

or not better teacher preparation of classes would result 

in less time being required to teach a particular concept. 
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Draft of Letter Sent to Cooperating 
Elementary Schools 

Bozeman, Montana 
26 March 1965 

Dear Mr. 

In introduction, I am Duane Nielsen, graduate stu¬ 
dent in education at Montana State College in Bozeman. I 
am doing some research in the area of foreign language in¬ 
struction in the elementary school for a professional 
paper I am now in the process of writing. 

Your elementary school is listed as having a for¬ 
eign language program by the Montana State Department of 
Public Instruction. My research, however, is only con¬ 
cerned with the sixth grade so if you would take a few 
minutes to fill out the enclosed questionnaire, I would 
be very appreciative. 

One phase of my study is to determine what change 
was made in the daily schedule of your previous curriculum 
to allow time for the foreign language instruction in the 
sixth grade. All that you need to indicate would be if 
you lengthened the school day, shortened other classes, 
correlated some subjects (such as language arts), changed 
the duration of the recess, a combination of these, or 
anything else that your school might have done to make 
room for your foreign language program. 

Three questions are asked on the enclosed question¬ 
naire. Please answer those on that sheet and return to me 
in the enclosed self-addressed envelope as soon as 
possible. 

Thank you so much. 

Sincerely, 

Duane A. Nielsen 
826 So. 13th 
Bozeman, Montana 
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Draft of Questionnaire Sent to Cooperating 
Elementary Schools 

1. What change in your previous sixth grade daily sched¬ 
ule was made in order to allow time for your present for¬ 
eign language program? 

2. How many minutes per week are devoted to foreign lan 
guage instruction in the sixth grade? 

3. How many periods per week are devoted to foreign lan¬ 
guage instruction in the sixth grade? 


