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ABSTRACT 

"Investigation of Adult Education Related to Equine Science in 

the State of Montana" serves as a summary of the educational needs of 

the adult horseowner of Montana. The educational needs assessment by 

the author of the investigation were established from data taken from 

a questionnaire that served as the instrument of investigation. 

The population for the study was all adult organizations in the 

state of Montana which functioned as a result of the members' interest 

in horses. The sample participants were members of twenty saddle clubs 

in twenty different counties who attended their respective club meeting 

in June of 1976. Questionnaires were administered by either the 

secretary or president of each organization. One hundred and sixty 

questionnaires were returned. 

Results of the study indicate that the typical adult horse 

person of Montana lives in a rural area and ranching or farming is the 

most common occupation of this group. The typical owner has owned 

horses for ten years or more but does not depend on horses for a 

source of income. The owner is most likely to have two or three horses 

and does not produce colts for sale. The horses are worth an average 

of $773 and approximately $300 is spent per year to feed each horse. 

As for management practices, the typical owner confines his 

horses only in bad weather and usually keeps the horses on his or her 

own property and uses the horse primarily for recreational purposes. 

When the horse owner needs information about horses, the most 

used resource person is the veterinarian and the most preferred topics 

for learning sessions are diseases and nutrition. 

The typical horse owner indicated a need to learn more about 

horses and that he or she would attend clinics, seminars or classes if 

convenient. Night meetings were preferred to one-day or three-day 

sessions. Preference for organization of educational programs was for a 

Montana state specialist and a state-wide organization which would 

function to inform its' members of issues related to horse ownership. 

The author concluded that more research is needed to better 

assess the educational needs of adult horseowners of Montana. The 

author also believes however, that a horse specialist should be hired by 

Montana State University Cooperative Extension Service to help organize 

and conduct programs for the adult horseowners of Montana. 



Chapter 1 

INTRODUCTION 

Before the Age of Mechanization in America became a reality, 

the most important helper of man was the horse. The equine species 

provided transportation and power to propel the loads of business 

whether the enterprise was farming or delivery of goods and services. 

Today, the only utilitarian task that a horse performs in the United 

States that cannot be better accomplished by mechanical methods is that 

of working cattle in range country. Yet, today more horses populate 

America than at any time since their greatest usage In the late 

nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. The horse of today is 

primarily an instrument for recreational purposes that millions of 

Americans in all walks of life derive many hours of enjoyment and 

satisfaction from using and owning (Francis, 1975). 

The term "growth" seems inadequate to describe the increase in 

equine numbers that began in 1961. Perhaps the word "explosion" more 

nearly describes the increase from 3.1 million horses in 1961 to 8.5 

million in 1976. Although rural horse numbers increased during this 

time, the majority of the increase occurred proximal to urban and 

suburban centers nationwide. This rapid expansion indicated that 

millions of Americans were experiencing equine ownership for the first 

time (Burwash, 1972). 

Equine ownership requires knowledge of economics, general care, 
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use, and maintenance, regardless of whether the horse is owned by a 

novice or experienced horseman. This study was planned to gain 

information from the Montana adult horse owner which would be helpful in 

determining if the horse owner has educational needs and what those 

needs are perceived to be, if in fact they do exist. 

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 

The problem of this, study was the investigation of the equine- 

related educational needs of the adult equine owner in Montana. 

NEED OF THE STUDY 

No research has been conducted in Montana to determine 

educational needs of adult horse owners. This researcher felt the need 

to initiate a study that could reflect the perceived needs of an 

animal industry that is second only to beef cattle in Montana, in 

estimated dollar value. The needs identified in this study can serve 

the horse industry as well as adult educators who can help the industry 

and develop programs to meet perceived and real needs. 

GENERAL QUESTIONS TO BE ANSWERED 

1. What is the economic profile of the average Montana adult 

horseman in terms of the number of horses owned and money spent for 

horse related items? 
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2. Do a4ult Montana horse owners have educational needs 

concerning horse-related subjects? 

3. What sources of information are adult Montana horse owners 

currently using to acquire needed information? 

4. What methods of education do adult horse owners perfer? 

5. Do adult Montana horse owners want a state organization to 

help voice needs and help coordinate solutions to problems relative to 

horse ownership? 

6. What topics do adult Montana horse owners perceive to be 

the most needed in educational offerings designed for them? 

GENERAL PROCEDURES 

The researcher used a questionnaire as the instrument to aid 

in the problem solving process. This questionnaire was administered 

to a sample of adult horsemen who were members of adult horse 

organizations across the state of Montana. 

The questionnaire was made up of questions intended to establish 

for the researcher the perceived needs of the adult horse owners of 

Montana. The data were collected from the questionnaires in the summer 

and fall of 1976, and summarized in the summer of 1977. 

DEFINITION OF TERMS 

Equine. Members of the horse family, to include light horses, 
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ponies, draft horses, burros and mules. In this study, however, the 
i ‘ 

term horse is used interchangeably with equine since the percentage of 

ponies, draft horses, burros and mules owned by questionnaire respondents 

was not large enough to warrant separate coverage. 

Adult Horse Owners. Persons over 18 years of age who are 

responsible for the ownership of one or more equines. 

Colts. Young equine under three years of age. 

Adult Horse Organization. A group of adults who come together 

periodically with a common interest in horses to fulfill a need or goal 

for themselves or the organization. 

Saddle Club. An organization whose members are usually made 

up of adult members who have an interest in several breeds of horses 

and several methods of using them for recreational purposes. 

Roping Clubs. An organization made up of adults who share a 

common interest in the sport of roping cattle from a horse's back and 

events conducive to the development of that interest. 

Youth Horse Organizations. An organization comprised of youth 

(under 18) who share a common interest in horses. Examples of this 

type of organization are High School Rodeo teams, 4-H horse clubs, and 

American Junior Quarter Horse Association. 

Montana State Horse Specialist. A person hired through the 

Cooperative Extension Service to be responsible for giving leadership 

to the horse industry through educational programs for horse owners of 
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Montana. The time of the completion of this writing, this position did 

not exist. 

Breed Associations. An organized structure of persons designed 

to carry out the development and promotion of activities beneficial to 

a particular breed of horse. 

SUMMARY 

The growth of the horse industry since 1960, in Montana and 

across the nation, has been accomplished through seeking recreational 

outlets to utilize leisure time. The rapid growth of this animal 

industry which involves approximately one-tenth of the population of 

Montana has not been researched to determine needs. This researcher 

planned this study to initiate research which will hopefully reveal 

data useful to the development of needs assessment for the adult horse 

owners of Montana. 



Chapter 2 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

Mechanization of the twentieth century brought about the most 

profound change in the human-equine relationship since domestication of 

the horse five thousand years ago. As mechanical technology developed 

Americans saw the horse decline in numbers until in 1945 there were 

fewer horses in American than at any time since early colonial days 

(Baker, 1974). 

Equine numbers stayed at low levels from 1940 to 1960 as 

Americans moved away from the farm to the city to work in a mechanized 

world and a forty hour work week. When Americans worked for only forty 

hours per week, this meant leisure time increased and a new need for 

leisure time activities developed. Television was soon found in most 

homes throughout the nation and helped millions of people pass idle 

hours of free time (Burwash, 1972). 

Television also brought the cowboy movies that built, in the 

minds of millions of youngsters, an image of the great outdoors, western 

clothes and horses. However, the image of horses portrayed on TV was 

not one of the work animal, but one of a spirited animal that was fun 

to ride and be around. Television was perhaps the first step in 

recreating the horse into a national consumer product instead of an 

agricultural commodity. 

About 1960, many Americans who had become affluent in urban 
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areas began moving out of the cities into suburban.and rural areas. 

This meant there was more room in which to develop outside leisure time 

activities and the horse found himself getting involved in the fun. The 

majority of the nation's equine population today is centered in areas 

where human populations are greatest. A survey in Nevada revealed that 

fifty percent of the state's horse population was located in the two 

most populous counties (Barmetter, 1972). Investigations with similar 

surveys in California and Utah found populations of humans and horses 

in close proximity (Francis, 1975). 

AN OVERVIEW OF THE HORSE INDUSTRY 

In 1961, the horse population of the United States was 

estimated at 3.1 million. The American Horse Council estimated that 

there were 8.5 million horses in the United States in 1976. These 8.5 

million animals belong to 3.2 million Americans who annually spend 

$13 billion on investments and expenditures for their horses. These 

same horse owners spend $7 billion annually on feed equipment, drugs, 

services, and related items. From 1974 to 1976, exports of equines 

exceeded imports by $36 million (Albaugh, 1976). 

Total federal, state and local revenues from racing and related 

industries approach $1 billion annually. Seven states are now 

attempting to legalize pari-mutuel racing which will mean that revenues 

will increase to several billion dollars for these states and the nation 
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3s a result of the horse industry (Albaugh, 1976). 

Although this study is directed to adults, it is interesting to 

note that there are three hundred twenty thousand boys and girls engaged 

in 4-H horse projects in the United States, which is more than the 

number enrolled in cattle and swine projects combined. This figure 

also leads this researcher to believe that the horse industry will 

continue to grow as these young people become adults (Albaugh, 1976). 

In 1974, equine events drew 107 million spectators, more than 

any other sport in America. Research conducted at four large shows 

revealed that participants spent more than $7.5 million on the local 

economies where these shows were held (Albaugh, 1976). 

The number of horses and of other farm animals in Montana 

(January 1, 1970, USDA) are as follows: beef cattle at 3,014,000; 

sheep at 1,146,000; horses at 190,000; swine at 161,000; dairy 

animals at 71,000. The estimated inventory value in Montana of 

sheep at $33,234,000; swine at $5,893,000 and dairy cattle at 

$13,160,000. The total estimated value of horses in Montana was 

$79,420,000 which is more than double the inventory value of 

sheep, six times the inventory value of dairy cattle and 14 times 

the inventory value of swine and actually exceeds the sum of these 

three. This puts the horse second only to beef in terms of total 

inventory value in Montana (Burwash, 1972:15). 

ADULT EDUCATION GROWS 

The forty hour work week and surplus non-working hours caused a 

need by the American worker for new knowledge of non-professional 

activities or gave him time to seek new knowledge about his profession 

or a new profession. As a result of this thirst for knowledge a new 



9 

kind of education came into being, called adult education. One theory 

of education stated that man learned in his youth to prepare for a 

profession and then spent the rest of his life applying that education. 

Adult education gave two new concepts to this philosophy. The first 

was an expanding awareness among adult Americans of the value of 

continued learning throughout their life-time. The second is a new 

understanding among educators that learning need not be limited to the 

classroom and the campus. 

Although adult education is a new field, researchers have made 

important steps in matching educational needs of adults with program 

designs. Researchers were quick to discover that adults felt that 

orthodox education was a preparation for life, but adult education 

should be an agitating instrumentality for changing life (Lindeman, 

1961). 

In general, adults do not value learning for its own sake or 

for its liberating influence. The majority of the respondents 

to the research of Carp, Peterson and Roelfs express an interest 

in the utility of knowledge. Knowledge that leads to better jobs, 

that helps in practical daily living, and that teaches the skills 

and pleasures associated with leisure-time activities holds 

greater interest for the typical American adult than the subjects 

that colleges and universities are most interested in teaching 

(Cross, 1972:2). 

Closer investigation of the research that appears in Cross’s 

book reveals that for 3,001 adults surveyed, recreation activities are 

second only to vocational training from an interest standpoint (Cross, 
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1972). A survey conducted in a rural Wyoming community revealed a 

similar desire by adults who expressed the greatest interest in leisure 

activity classes (Jewell, 1968). 

SCIENTIFIC INFORMATION ABOUT THE HORSE 

As utilitarian needs for the equine declined, research conducted 

by Experiment Stations nationwide ceased and the stations divested 

themselves of those so-called "useless" animals. Ironically it was 

during this same period (1940-1960) that the major portion of present 

knowledge in the field of nutrition and reproduction was developed in 

species of farm animals. Because of this lapse in research, horse 

science continued to be more art than science (Baker, 1974). 

To give further evidence of lack of knowledge in the equine 

field, it has been noted that while the human work record for a mile has 

been lowered 23.3 seconds since 1911, the equine record has been reduced 

only 4.8 seconds during the corresponding period. Research and change 

in human feeding and training procedures have brought about the great 

improvement in the human breed, while the paucity of research or change 

in training methods has resulted in much slower evolution of the horse 

(Kirkpatrick, 1974). 

Since 1960, the horse industry has literally exploded with new 

growth, and with this growth has come significant interest in new 

information on horse science. A number of state Experiment Stations 
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across the nation are now conducting much needed research for the 

American horse owner. 

STATUS OF ADULT EDUCATION HORSE PROGRAMS 

The tremendous growth of the horse industry in the nation and 

Montana meant that many horseowners would be getting into the horse 

business with no previous experience and very little knowledge of this 

four-legged recreational animal. This lack of experience and knowledge 

prompted leading horse nutritionist William Tyznik (1974) to state, 

"Of all animals that have been entrusted to the care of man, the horse 

is probably the most critically maltreated" (Tyznik, 1974). 

States such as Virginia have initiated adult educational 

programs to help horse owners solve the problems of horse ownership. 

Virginia's adult education program in the equine field, conducted by the 

Cooperative Extension Service, annually offers horse science schools 

(one night per school for nine weeks). In 1975, five hundred adult 

learners attended these courses. Other adult programs include 

development of literature pertaining to nutrition, facilities, parasites 

and management as well as cooperative programs with schools, apprentice 

programs, shows and field days (Huff, 1975). 

Today twenty-eight states have hired horse specialists to 

initiate programs through the Cooperative Extension Service to service 

the needs of adult and youth horsemen who are a part of the nation's 
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3.2 million horse owners. Other organizations such as Breed 

Associations, the American Horse Council and State Horse Councils are 

also active in developing programs to meet the educational needs of this 

rapid growing industry. 

SUMMARY 

The investigator has attempted to relate in this revision of 

literature an overview of the horse industry and the relationship of 

that industry to adult education. The horse has been taken from a 

utilitarian role in history and changed into a recreational instrument. 

In this transition the horse found himself with humans who knew little 

about this four-legged creature. Today, twenty-eight states have 

initiated educational programs to aid this new horseman and help 

organize this $13 billion a year industry. 



Chapter 3 

PROCEDURES 

The purpose of this chapter is to explain the procedures used 

to collect data in the investigation of equine-related educational 

needs of adult horse owners in Montana. 

The materials in this chapter are presented under the following 

topics: Population Description, Sampling Procedure, Definition of 

Investigational Categories, Methods of Collecting Data, Methods of 

Organizing Data, Restatement of the Questions, Limitations of the Study, 

and Summary. 

POPULATION DESCRIPTION 

The population for this study was all adults in the state of 

Montana who were members of organized horse clubs. These clubs serve 

to develop the interest of adults in their horses through organized 

activities and events. 

SAMPLING PROCEDURE 

Due to unavailability of records for the adult horse owning 

population of Montana, the researcher chose as the sample participants 

the members of twenty saddle clubs across the state of Montana who 

attended their respective organizational meeting in June of 1976. 

A list of sixty-one adult organizations were available from 
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which to chose the sample participants. There were thirty-four saddle 

clubs, eighteen roping and polo clubs, and nine breed organizations. 

Only saddle clubs were selected due to the bias involved with roping, 

polo and breed organizations. The researcher felt saddle club members 

would reflect more nearly the typical adult horse owners of Montana. 

Twenty clubs were selected from the thirty-four saddle clubs. 

Since several counties had more than one saddle club only the first 

on each county's list was chosen. Only one club per county was chosen 

to avoid any duplication of questionnaire completion when a person or 

persons in the same county was a member of two saddle clubs. 

In May of 1976, either the president or secretary of each of 

the twenty saddle clubs was contacted by phone and asked to administer 

the questionnaire during the June meeting. All twenty agreed to 

cooperate. 

Instructions were given over the phone and the researcher asked 

each officer for the number of families in his or her respective 

organization. There was a mean of twenty families per organization 

which meant that four hundred questionnaires were mailed to the officers 

contacted. Each mailing contained further instructions and envelopes 

to return the questionnaires after completion. 

DEFINITION OF INVESTIGATIONAL CATEGORIES 

The instruction used in this study was a questionnaire designed 
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by the researcher, committee members and the Extension Livestock 

Specialist on the staff of Montana State University. The questions 

were designed to gain factual data in the following areas: 

1. Personal data. This area included the profession of each 

equine owner completing the questionnaire and his location of residence 

as to rural, town of 5,000 or less, or town of over 5,000. 

2. Extent of equine ownership. This area of questioning was 

designed to give data on numbers of equine owned, if horses were part 

of the respondent’s annual income and if the respondents raised colts 

for use of sale. 

3. Economics of horse ownership. Questions were designed to 

determine the worth of the equine owned by the respondents and how 

much each respondent had invested in horse-related equipment. 

4. Equine Utility. This area was designed to determine 

primary usage of the equine by the owners. 

5. Management Practices. This questioning was designed to 

determine basic management techniques of owning horses. 

6. Information Source. This area was needed to gain 

information on who is now the chief source of information for horse 

owners. 

7. Information Needs. This area was designed to determine 

what topics or areas are most needed in equine-related educational 

programs. 



16 

8. Method of Instruction. This area was designed to show a 

preference of methods for instruction. This included one-night, one- 

day, or three-day clinics or schools. 

9. Responsibility for Education. This category was used to 

determine what horse owners perceive as the institution or organization 

which should promote and conduct education for horse owners. 

10. State Organization. This category was designed to get a 

reaction of approval or disapproval for the establishment of a state¬ 

wide equine organization that would be responsible for dispersion of 

information pertaining to the Montana equine industry. 

METHOD OF COLLECTING DATA 

The questionnaire used by the investigator was used for the 

first time in this study. Validity was established by having the 

instrument examined by a panel of experts on the staff of Montana State 

University. The instrument was administered to a group of 25 students 

enrolled in a horse science course at Montana State University to 

determine reliability. The students’ questionnaires are not included 

in the study, however, since there was a chance of duplication of data 

in the case of a student's parent reporting in a saddle club sampling. 

The questionnaire was administered by the president or secretary 

of each saddle club participating in the sample. The investigator 

emphasized to each questionnaire administrator that only one person per 
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family should complete the questionnaire, and that the questionnaire was 

anonymous. Directions were also printed on each questionnaire along 

with a statement explaining the study. 

The questionnaire had a total of nineteen questions, seventeen 

of which required a check beside the appropriate answer. One question 

asked for an estimation and one question asked for a ranking of fourteen 

items. Question nineteen was asked for soliciting additional comments 

other than those expressed through completion of the first eighteen 

questions. 

METHODS OF ORGANIZING DATA 

The questionnaires were returned in the summer and fall of 1976, 

the data collected, summarized and tabulated. Methods of basic descrip¬ 

tive statistics have been used to analyze the data. In Chapter 4, 

responses to each of the questions are presented individually in 

table form, along with explanations of the findings. 

RESTATEMENT OF THE QUESTIONS 

1. (a) Where do you live? In a rural area, town of 5,000 or 

less, or town of over 5,000. (b) What is your occupation? (c) How 

long have you owned or been responsible for horses? 

2. Do you depend on horses for any part of your annual 

income? 
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3. How many horses, ponies, mules, burros and draft horses do 

you own? 

4. Do you raise any colts for your own use or for sale? 

5. Do you keep your horses on your own property or rent space 

from other landowners? 

6. What do you consider the average worth of your horses? 

7. What, approximately, are your costs for feed and pasturage 

per horse for one year? 

8. How often is your horse or horses confined in barns, stables, 

or small corrals? 

9. Approximately how much do you have invested in horse related 

tack and facilities? This includes trailers, barns, fences and saddles 

which were bought or built especially for the horses. 

10. What is your primary use of horses? 

11. When you have a horse related problem, whom do you ask most 

of the time for reliable information? 

12. Do you ever attend clinics, classes or schools to learn 

more about horses? 

13. Would you like to learn more about horses than you presently 

know? 

14. If you answered yes to question 13, would you attend clinics, 

classes, or schools pertaining to horse related subjects if they were 

within easy driving distance and were taught at a convenient time? 
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15. If you attended clinics, classes or schools, would you 

prefer night sessions, one-day clinics or three-day sessions? 

16. If you were to enroll in a horse course today, please rank 

in order of preference those topics which you would most like to learn 

more about. Choices were feeding, reproduction, tack and equipment, 

roping, packing, trail riding, human relations, economics of horses, 

diseases, racing, showing, pasture improvement, salesmanship, and 

others. 

17. What organization or institution would you like to see 

responsible for conducting clinics, classes or schools? 

18. What would your reaction be concerning a statewide 

organization which would be made up of all interested horse persons 

across Montana and would function to inform its members of issues 

related to horse ownership and be used as a united voice for all 

Montana horsemen in matters of importance? 

19. Do you have other comments? 

LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY 

The investigator realizes that this study has many limitations. 

If the investigator had been able to administer the questionnaire to 

members of all twenty saddle clubs, bias or lack of interest of the 

administrators could have been eliminated. However, limited time and 

a lack of money would not allow the investigator to travel to the 
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organizational meetings for administration of the instrument. 

Administration of the instrument by the investigator would have 

prompted return of the questionnaire and eliminated loss of the 

questionnaire, which in one organization was the case. One organization 

refused to fill out the questionnaires as a result of one leader voicing 

his opinion that it was a government plot. Administration by the 

investigator could probably have solved that problem also. 

Since this study is the first of its kind in Montana, the 

investigator was not able to use the experiences of past investigators 

which would have been helpful in the sampling and questionnaire design. 

SUMMARY 

The investigator has attemped to display in this chapter the 

procedures used in this study. The instrument was a first time 

questionnaire designed by the investigator, graduate committee members, 

and the Livestock Specialist of Montana State University Cooperative 

Extension Service. 

This is the first study of adult horse owners in Montana. The 

author hopes this study will inspire others to initiate similar studies 

in the near future. 



Chapter 4 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

The purpose of the study was to investigate adult education 

related to Equine Science in Montana. A questionnaire was used to 

obtain data included in this chapter. The questionnaire was mailed 

to presidents or secretaries of twenty adult equine organizations 

across the state of Montana. All organizations were family oriented 

saddle clubs and no more than one organization per county was chosen 

due to the fact that some members were members in more than one horse 

organization. Although there were other special emphasis adult horse 

organizations, these were not asked to complete the questionnaire due 

to the limits of their horse interest. 

Each organizational officer contacted was asked to tell the 

researcher how many families usually attended their monthly meetings. 

The mean response of the twenty officers was twenty families per 

meeting. Four hundred questionnaires were mailed out to the twenty 

organizations. One hundred and sixty were returned. This represented 

a return rate of 40 percent. 

Question 1 of the questionnaire was designed to show personal 

data useful in identifying the Montana adult horsemen. The question 

had three parts, each part of which has been put into table form. 
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Table 1 

Question 1A: Check one indicating where you live 

Rural Area  Town of 5,000 or less  Town of more than 5,000 

Rural Area 

Residence 

Tow of less 

of Questionee 

than 5,000 Town of more than 5,000 

100 32 28 

62.5% 20% 17.5% 

N = 160 

Data on Table 1 indicates that 62.5 percent of the members of 

saddle clubs across the state of Montana consider themselves primarily 

rural people. This is useful information in trying to design 

educational programs for saddle club members. 

Table 2 

Question IB: What is your occupation? 

Occupation Responses Percent 

Farmer or Rancher 55 37.93% 

Housewife 13 8.96% 

Retired Person 7 4.82% 

Laborer 4 2.75% 

Different occupations with 

fewer than 4 responses 

66 45.51% 

N = 145 
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Data on Table 2 shows 37.93 percent of the sample were farmers 

or ranchers. Since Table 1 showed 62 percent of the sample living in 

rural areas, this is not surprising. 

Table 3 

Question 1C: How long have you owned or been 
responsible for horses? 

No. of Years Horses Owned Responses Percent of Total 

Less than 1 year 1 .62% 

1-2 years 1 .62% 

3-4 years 5 3.12% 

4-5 years 7 4.30% 

5-10 years 23 14.37% 

Over 10 years 123 76.87% 

Total 160 99.90% 

N = 160 

Question 1C yielded data which showed that 76.87 percent of 

the respondents have owned or been responsible for horses 10 years or 

more, and 14.37 percent have owned or been responsible for horses from 

5-10 years. 
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Table 4 

Question 2: Do you depend on horses for any part 

of your annual income? If yes, what 

percent of annual income? 

Yes Response Percent No Response Percent 

116 

N = 155 

74.83% 44 28.38% 

Twenty-one respondents who answered yes gave a percentage of 

income figure. The mean for the twenty-one responses was 30 percent of 

annual income. Only two of the twenty-one received 100 percent of their 

income from horses. The mode for percentages of income for the 

twenty-one yes respondents who gave percentages was 20 percent. 

This data indicates that the saddle club members are made up 

mostly of non-professional horsemen who depend on other professions to 

sustain their families. Data from questions IB and 1C support this 

conclusion. 
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Table 5 

Question 3: How many of each of the following do 

you or persons at your residence own? Horses, 

ponies, mules, burros, draft horses. 

Equine Responses 

No. of Total 

Animals Mean Mode 

Horses 156 1,434 9.19 25 

Ponies 35 61 1.74 1 

Mules, 

Draft 

Burros, 

Horses 10 26 2.60 2 

N = 156 

Data from Table 5 indicates that horses are the primary equine 

owned by the respondents. Although the mean for the number of horses 

owned is 9.19, a more reliable figure for predicting the typical horse 

owner of Montana is the mode since sixty-one or 39.1 percent of the 

respondents who owned horses had two or three. The number of ponies, 

mules, burros and draft horses were not large enough to justify a 

separate study. 
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Table 6 

Question 4: Do you raise any colts for your own use or 

for sale? If yes, how many broodmares 

do you breed each year? 

No Responses Percent Yes Responses Percent 

91 

N = 158 

57.59% 67 42.40% 

One hundred fifty-eight respondents answered this question with 

57.59 percent answering no, and 67 or 42.40 percent answering yes. 

Forty-one responded that they bred 168 mares total or a mean of 4.09 

mares bred per respondent who gave a number bred. The mode for the 

41 respondents was two broodmares. 

Table 7 

Question 5: Do you keep your horses on your own 

property or rent space from other landowners? 

Keep on Own 

Property Percent Rent Percent 

Some on Own, Some 

on Rent or Lease Percent 

92 57.50% 41 25.63% 27 16.87% 

N = 160 
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Question 5 was asked to indicate a management practice of the 

respondents. Since most of the respondents were rural the prediction 

for question 5 would be that most horses are kept on the owners property. 

The data indicates this to be true 57.50 percent of the time for the 

respondents. Forty-one or 25.63 percent of the respondents rent or 

lease lands from other persons to keep their horses and twenty-seven 

or 16.87 percent rent land for some of their horses and keep some on 

their own property. 

Table 8 

Question 6: What do you consider the 

your horses, ponies, mules, burros. 
average worth of 

draft horses? 

Value Responses Percent of Total 

100 - 200 1 0.60% 
200 - 300 9 5.96% 
300 - 400 24 15.89% 
400 - 500 15 9.93% 
500 - 600 12 7.94% 
600 - 700 12 7.94% 
700 - 800 10 6.62% 
800 - 900 30 19.86% 
Over $1,000 Mean of $1,363 38 25.16% 

N = 151 X = $773 

Data from Table 8 indicates what the respondents consider the 

worth of their equine. The average or mean worth of the 151 responses 

was $773. The mode was $1,000 and over with 38 or 25.16 percent of the 

respondents having horses worth over a $1,000. The mean of the 
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respondents with horses over $1,000 was $1,363 for those writing in an 

estimation. 

Table 8 yields data useful in identifying the typical horse 

owner and another characteristic which may prove helpful in planning 

educational programs for the adult horseman of Montana. 

Table 9 

Question 7: What, approximately, are your costs for 

feeds and pasturage per horse for one year? 

Responses X Mode 

138 291.50 $300 

N = 138 

Table 9 gives data useful in predicting the economics involved 

in maintaining a horse in Montana for the respondents. The mean and 

mode are near the same value. Thirty-eight or 27.53 percent of the 138 

respondents listed $300 as the value of feeds or pasturage per horse 

per year. 
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Table 10 

Question 8: How often are your horse or horses confined 

in barns, stables or small corrals? Never, Only in 

bad weather, Most of the time. Only at night. 

Frequency of Confinement Responses Percent of Total 

Never 44 29.13% 

Only in bad weather 68 45.03% 

Most of the time 27 17.88% 

At night 12 7.94% 

N = 151 

Question 8 was intended to give the investigator another insight 

into the management of horses by the respondents. With 29.13 percent 

never confining horses and 45.03 percent confining horses in bad 

weather, this means 74.16 percent of the respondents never confined 

horses or only in bad weather. This data again is useful in planning 

educational programs for adult horsemen. If 74.16 percent of the 

responses never confine horses or only at night, little time would 

need to be spent on education directed at building housing for horses, 

unless, of course, housing were determined to be critical in disease 

prevention, death, loss or other extreme occurences. 
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Table 11 

Question 9: Approximately how much money do you have 

invested in horse related tack and facilities 

% Responding 

X of Responses Mode of Responses with Mode 

Responses for 

Trailers 

104 

N = 104 

Responses for 

Barns 

48 

N = 48 

Responses for 

Fences 

52 

N = 52 

Responses for 

Saddles 

128 

N = 128 

$2,004 

$3,213 

$1,602 

$1,191 

$1,500 

$300-1,000 

$500-1,000 

$300-1,000 

51.92% 

43.75% 

44.23% 

69.53% 

Table 11, like Table 9, gives data about the economics involved 

in horse ownership. Trailers and saddles prompted the most responses. 

Barns and fences received fewer responses. A total of the means of 

trailers, barns, fences, and saddles equals $8,010 invested per 

respondent. Due to the ranges of the modes it would not be possible to 

accurately assess the values of totals for the equipment mentioned. 

The investigator believes the responses for values of trailers 
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and saddles are numerous enough to make predictions about the 

population concerning costs of this equipment. Due to low response on 

fences and barns, the investigator will not use this material in 

profiling members of the population. 

Table 12 

Question 10: What is your primary use of horses? Breeding, 

Ranch work, Recreation, A combination of recreation 

and/or breeding or ranch work 

Responses Percent 

Breeding Horses to Sell 7 4.24% 

Ranch Work 26 15.75% 

Recreation 69 41.81% 

Combination of Recreation, 

Breeding or Ranch Work 63 38.18% 

N = 165 (Seventeen responded to two choices) 

Data from Table 12 gives information useful in predicting the 

usage of horses by members of the population. With 15.75 percent of 

horses being used for ranch work, 41.81 percent being used for 

recreation and 38.18 percent being used for a combination of recreation, 

breeding and ranch work, this data supports the review of literature 

statement that the horse generally speaking, has gone from a utilitarian 

to a recreational animal. 
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Table 13 

Question 11: When you have a horse related problem, whom do 

you ask most of the time for reliable information? 

Responses Percent 

Veterianarian 118 61.45% 

Horse shoer 14 7.29% 

Horsemen in neighboring area 52 27.08% 

Feed store owner 1 .52% 

County agent 2 1.04% 

Other 

Trainer 4 2.08% 

Druggist 1 .52% 

N = 192 (Forty responded to more than one choice) 

Table 13 shows that 61.45 percent of the respondents chose the 

veterinarian for advice. This is useful in planning an educational 

program, because the veterinarian can play a key role in the education 

process. Veterinarians can act as consultants to educators, can present 

programs and can serve as disseminators of updated information for their 

horse owning clients. 
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Table 14 

Question 12: Do you ever attend clinics, classes 

or schools to learn more about horses? 

Responses Percent 

Never 45 29.60% 

Occasionally 88 57.89% 

Frequently 19 12.50% 

N = 152 

Table 14 yields data concerning previous attendance of education¬ 

al sessions concerning horses. Of the one hundred fifty-two responses, 

eighty-eight or 57.89 percent occasionally attended educational sessions. 

Forty-five or 29.60 percent of the respondents had never attended an 

education session for horse owners. Only nineteen or 12.50 percent of 

the respondents had frequently attended clinics, schools or classes for 

horse owners. 

Table 15 

Question 13: Would you like to learn more 

about horses than you currently know? 

Responses Percent 

Yes 

No 

N = 144 

136 

8 

94.44% 

5.55% 
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Table 15 yields data which states that 136 persons or 94.44 

percent of the respondents do want to learn more about horses. This 

high percentage of positive response suggests to the investigator that 

the population may support educational programs. 

Table 16 

Question 14: If you answered yes to the last question, would 
you attend clinics, classes or schools pertaining to horse 

related subjects if they were within driving distance 

and were taught at a convenient time? 

Responses Percent 

Yes 134 93.05% 

No 10 6.95% 

N = 144 

Data from Question 14 indicates that 93.05 percent of the 

respondents would attend educational sessions if convenient. This strong 

response further supports the expressed need of educational programs 

for adult horsemen. 
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Table 17 

Question 15: If you attended clinics, classes, or schools, 

would you prefer night sessions, 1 day clinics, or 

3 day sessions that would cover several topics? 

Responses Percent 

Night sessions 79 49.06% 

1 day clinics, 8 hours of 

instruction 39 24.22% 

3 day sessions to cover 

several topics 43 26.70% 

N = 161 (Some responded more than once) 

Data from Table 17 indicates that 49.06 percent of the respondents 

would prefer night sessions with 24.22 percent prefering one day clinics 

and 26.70 percent prefering 3 day sessions over several topics. The 

high percentage of responses to the night sessions indicate that this 

time schedule for educational programs would draw the greatest response 

from adult horse owners who belong to saddle clubs. 



36 

Table 18 

Question 16. If you were to enroll in a horse course, today, please 
rank in order of preference the first, second, third, etc., those 

topics which you would most like to learn more about. Feeding 
Reproduction, Tack, Human Relations, Economics of Horses, 

Diseases, Roping, Packing, Trail Riding, Racing, Show¬ 
ing, Pasture Improvement, Salesmanship, others 

Topic Responses Points Rank 

Diseases 98 1,153 1 

Feeding 85 1,025 2 

Showing 82 934 3 

Roping 74 804 4 

Reproduction 71 740 5 

Economics of Horses 60 559 6 

Trail Riding 59 554 7 

Tack & Equipment 56 527 8 

Packing 55 454 9 

Pasture Improvement 52 443 10 

Racing 51 402 11 

Human Relations 44 384 12 

Salesmanship 46 303 13 

Others 
Dressage 5 60 14 

General Training 4 48 

N = 145 

Table 18 is different from preceding tables in this chapter in 

that the ranking of topics was done on a point system. For each first 

ranking a topic received, fourteen points were given, for each second 
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choice, thirteen points were given. This procedure was followed from 

one through fourteen. The ranking seen in Table 18 is the ranking of 

points assigned each topic using this point system. 

One hundred and forty-five persons responded to this question 

with some ranking of the topics. The data on Table 18 indicates that 

the major emphasis in developing educational horse programs are seen to 

be in the basic sciences of Feeding and Diseases. The fact that 

Diseases and Feeding are both related to animal health, which is the 

area of speciality for the veterinarian, helps explain why in Question 

11, 61.45 percent of the respondents ask the veterinarian for advice 

more than any other resource person. 

Third and fourth ranking in Table 18 were showing and roping. 

Since 79.99 percent of the respondents in Question 10 indicated their 

primary use of the horse was for recreation or a combination of 

recreation, breeding and ranch work, the high ranking of roping and 

showing are not surprising. 

The other topics are not heavily pointed although the investi¬ 

gator believes there is a need in an educational program for all topics 

on the table. However, major emphasis appears needed in the basics of 

horse management and recreational uses. 
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Table 19 

Question 17: What organization or institution would you like 

to see responsible for conducting clinics, classes or 

schools? County agents, MSU specialist, breed 

associations, local clubs or organizations. 

Organization or Institution Responses Percent 

County agent 15 8.10% 

Montana State University 

Specialist 72 38.91% 

Breed Associations 31 16.75% 

Local Clubs or Organizations 59 31.89% 

Others 

Trainers 8 4.32% 

N = 185 

There were more than 160 responses here because forty-one 

respondents checked two choices. Data in Table 19 indicates that 

Montana State University specialists and local organizations should take 

the leadership role in conducting adult educational programs. 
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Table 20 

Question 18: What would your reaction be concerning a statewide 

organization which would be made up of all interested horse 

persons across Montana and would function to inform its' 

members of issues related to horse ownership and be 

used as a united voice for all Montana horsemen 

in matters of importance? In favor, Not in 

favor. Undecided. 

Responses Percent 

In favor 107 71.81% 

Not in favor 11 7.38% 

Undecided 31 20.80% 

N = 149 

Data from Table 20 indicates a 71.81 percent of the respondents 

in favor of a state-wide organization. While 7.38 percent were against 

such an organization and 20.80 percent were undecided. The 71.81 

percent in favor follows strongly the nation-wide trend of developing 

state-wide organizations to unite the voice of horsemen. 

Question 19. If you have other comments, please use this 

additional space. 

Question 19 yielded only five comments from respondents, 

three of which were thanking the investigator for doing the study and 

two were comments directed toward people in the industry and had nothing 

constructive to add to the study itself. 
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SUMMARY 

Chapter 4 has been a display of data collected from 160 

questionnaires returned from members of saddle clubs across the state 

of Montana. The investigator feels that the data presented is a 

positive initial step in the development of an educational program 

for adult horse owners of Montana. 

Chapter 5 of this paper presents the summary, conclusions and 

recommendations of the study. 



Chapter 5 

SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

The growth of the horse industry since 1960 in Montana and 

across the nation has been accomplished through people seeking 

recreational outlets to utilize leisure time. This study is the first 

to investigate educational needs of this animal industry in Montana 

which involves approximately one-tenth of the population of the state. 

In the transition from the utilitarian role to the role of a 

recreation instrument the horse found himself with humans who were 

limited in experience with this four legged creature. Today, twenty- 

eight states have realized the need to initiate programs to aid the 

adult horse owner and help organize this $13 billion per year industry. 

In order to provide data for the study, a questionnaire was 

designed by the author, graduate committee members, and the Livestock 

Specialist of Montana. The population of the study were members of 

organized horse clubs in the state of Montana. 

CONCLUSIONS 

The questionnaire was administered to 160 members of 20 saddle 

clubs from across the state of Montana. Each saddle club was located 

in a different county. The instrument was administered by the secretary 

or president of each organization. Originally 20 clubs were selected 

and contacted to be a part of the study. However, one group refused 
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to complete any questionnaires and the second club's president who did 

not participate was contacted by phone at which time he reported the 

questionnaires lost. 

The questionnaire was designed to give factual data as to the 

perceived educational needs of the adult horse owner of Montana. Data 

from the questionnaire were subjected to simple descriptive analysis 

and were reported in tabular and narrative form. The results were 

mainly expressed in sums and percentages. 

Ten investigational categories were represented on the 

questionnaire. Each category was designed to yield information useful 

in the investigation of adult education needs relative to horses. 

1. The first investigational category was personal data of the 

respondent adult horse owner. Residence and occupation of the 

respondents were the two personal data requested. Analysis of Table 1 

revealed that 62.5 percent of the sample were residents of rural areas 

while 20 percent lived in a town of less than 5,000 and 17.5 percent 

lived in town of over 5,000. 

Table 2 reveals that the most prevalent occupation of the 

respondent was rancher or farmer with 37.93 percent of the sample. The 

next closest occupation group with a 8.96 percent of the responses 

was housewives. 

Information from Tables 1 and 2 indicate that the probability 

of a saddle club member being a rural resident is 62.5 percent and a 
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37.93 percent probability of being a rancher. This information would 

indicate to a designer of educational programs for saddle clubs that 

his target audience is a high percentage of rural ranch or farm 

background. 

2. The second investigational category was the extent of equine 

or horse ownership by the sample respondents. The last part of Question 

1, Questions 2, 3, and 4 yielded data useful in analyzing this category. 

The last part of Question 1 was analyzed under Table 3, which 

revealed that 76.87 percent of the respondents had owned horses for 

more than 10 years and 14.37 percent have owned horses from 5-10 

years. This indicates that adult horse owners who are members of 

saddle clubs in Montana are not the novice horsemen who are new to the 

business. 

Table 4, reveals that 74.83 percent of the respondents do not 

depend on horses for any part of their annual income and 28.38 percent 

received a part of annual income from horses. Of the 28.38 percent 

only two respondents depended on horses for 100 percent of their annual 

income. 

Table 5 gives data on number of equine owned by respondents in 

the sample. One hundred and fifty-six respondents owned a total of 

1,434 horses for a mean of 9.19 horses. The mode is more useful here 

in predicting characteristics of the horse owner as 64 percent of the 

sample owned either 2 or 3 horses. Ponies, mules, burros, and draft 
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horses were not owned by enough respondents to be significant to the 

study. 

Question 4 is summarized in Table 6 and reveals that 57.59 

percent of the respondents do not raise colts and 42.40 percent do 

raise colts. Of the 42.40 percent who raise colts the mean of mares 

bred was 4.08 while the mode was two broodmares bred per year. 

Data from questions in this category points out that the 

typical adult horseowner has owned horses for 10 or more years; does 

not depend on horses for annual income; has 2.5 horses and does not 

raise colts, but if so, 2 mares are bred per year. 

This information can further identify our target audience of 

adult horsemen. This data reveals that the typical adult horsemen 

of Montana is a part time horsemen with a small number of horses. 

3. The third investigational category was the economics of 

horse ownership. Data that give information for this category are 

found in Tables 8, 9, and 11. 

Table 8 is a table analyzing data from Question 6 which asks the 

average worth of the respondents horses, ponies, mules, burrow and 

draft horses. The mean worth of the horses owned was $773. The mode 

was in the $1,000 and over category. 

Table 9 gives data from Question 7 which asked what approximately 

are your costs for feeds and pasturage per horse for one year? The 

mean or average cost was $291 with a mode of $300. 
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Table 11 gives a summary of data collected from Question 9 which 

asked how much money did the respondent have invested in trailers, 

saddles, barns and fences. 

The mean or average response was $2,004 for trailers. The mean 

or average response for barns was $3,213 with 44.75 percent of the 

responses falling in the $300 - 1,000 range. The mean or average for 

fences was $1,602 with 44.23 percent of the responses in the $500 - 

1,000 range. Money invested in saddles had a mean of $1,191 with 69.5 

percent falling in the $300 - 1,000 range. 

The average or mean total figure for trailers, barns, fences 

and saddles was $8,010. 

This category yielded data useful in further understanding the 

adult horseowner of Montana. The sizable investment and the addition 

of this cash flow to the economy of the state makes the horse industry 

one which can justify dollars being spent to help develop educational 

programs for adult horseowners. This investment also would indicate a 

possible need for new studies or programs in the area of money 

management and purchasing of horse related equipment. 

4. The fourth investigational category was summarized in 

Table 12 which yielded data from Question 10 which asked what was the 

respondent's primary use of horses owned? Of the total respondents, 

41.81 percent used their horses strictly for recreation, 38.18 percent 

used their horses for a combination of recreation, ranch work and 
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breeding, while 15.75 percent listed the primary use as ranch work and 

4.24 percent listed the primary use as breeding. This analysis verifies 

the supposition that most horses are used not as work animals but as 

recreational animals. 

Educational program designers would definitely need to consider 

this primary usage of the horse in planning effective educational 

programs with and for adult horseowners of Montana. 

5. Category five pertains to management practices of the 

adult horse owner of Montana. Table 7 and Table 10 yield data to give 

insight for this category. 

Table 7 is an analysis of Question 5 which asks where do the 

respondents keep their horses? Of the respondents, 57.50 percent keep 

their horses on their own property. 25.63 percent keep their horses on 

rented property and 16.87 percent keep their horses on both their own 

and rented properties. 

Table 10 is a summary of data from Question 8 which asks how 

often are the respondents horses confined in barns, stables, or small 

corrals? Of the responses, 45.03 percent confined their horses only in 

bad weather with 29.13 percent never confining horses, 17.88 percent 

confine horses most of the time and 7.94 percent confine horses only 

during the night. 

These two tables give the investigator reason to believe that 

the respondents maintain their horses as cheaply as possible utilizing 
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pastures for a primary feed source. 

6. The sixth area of investigation was information sources and 

data relative to this category are found in Table 13 which summarizes 

responses of Question 11. Question 11 asks the respondent to identify 

the main source of information, when a problem related to horses arises. 

The table indicates that 61.45 percent of the respondents used the 

veterinarian as their chief source of information with the second 

source being a horsemen in a neighboring area with 27.08 percent. The 

third most asked individual was the horse shoer who received 7.29 percent 

of the responses. 

The fact that the veterinarian is the most respected source of 

information would mean that horse health is an area of major concern to 

horse owners. This also means that the veterinarian may be a useful 

resource in helping plan educational programs or developing literature 

for the adult horse owner. 

7. Category seven is informational needs of the adult horse 

owner of Montana. Analysis of data from this category are summarized 

in Table 14, 15, 16, and 18. 

Table 14 contains data from Question 12 which asks the 

respondents if she or he ever attend clinics, classes, or schools to 

learn more about horses? Of the respondents 57.89 percent indicated 

they occasionally attend, 29.6 percent indicated they never attend and 

12.5 percent indicated frequent attendance of classes, clinics, or 
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schools to learn more about horses. This data indicates that a majority 

of these adult horse owners have in the past experienced some form of 

organized educational experience. It also indicates to the investigator 

that a need has existed for some time if 70.4 percent of the adults 

have attended learning sessions in the past. 

Table 15 summarizes data from Question 15 which asks if the 

respondents would like to know more than they currently know about 

horses? 

Of the respondents 94.44 percent indicated a yes answer while 

5.55 percent checked no. To the investigator this high percentage of 

yes answers is an overwhelming positive indicator for the need among 

adult horse owners for educational programs. 

Table 16 is a summary of the data from Question 14 which asks 

if the respondent answered yes to the last question, would he or she 

attend clinics, classes, or schools pertaining to horse related 

subjects if they were within easy driving distance and were taught at 

a convenient time. The responses to Question 14 were 93.05 percent yes 

and 6.95 percent no. This indicates to the investigator additional 

support for the development of education programs for adult horse 

owners, for not only have a large percentage of the respondents indicated 

they wanted to know more, but have also indicated they would attend 

sessions if convenient. 

Table 18 is a summary of the data collected from Question 16 
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which asks if the respondents were to enroll in a horse course, to 

please rank the fourteen choices in order of preference. 

The fourteen were assigned points on the basis of ranking, the 

points totaled and the fourteen topics ranked. The most preferred 

topic received 1,153 points and the least preferred received 48. 

The most wanted topic was Diseases with 1,153 points. This 

ranking helps explain why the veterinarian is the most popular 

consultant of horse owners as stated in Table 13. 

The second most preferred topic was Feeding with 1,025 points. 

This topic is also directly related to health problems and may be 

another support indicator for why the veterinarian is the most 

consulted resource person. 

The third and fourth ranked topics were Showing and Roping 

with 934 and 804 points respectively. Table 12 indicated that 41.81 

percent of the horses owned by the sample were used primarily for 

recreation and 38.18 percent were used for a combination of 

recreation, ranch work and breeding. Since showing and roping are two 

of the favorite recreation pass times of horse owners this high ranking 

of the two sports is more support data for the recreational importance 

of the horse. 

Reproduction was the fifth ranked topic with 740 points. 

Since 42.40 percent of the respondents raise colts as stated in Table 

6, it is understandable as to the high ranking of reproduction. 
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Economics of the horse ranked sixth with 559 points. This 

indicates to the investigator an interest by adult horsemen in the 

financial aspects of horse ownership. 

Trail Riding ranked seventh with 554 points. This is another 

case of needed information for a recreational purpose. 

Tack and Equipment ranked eighth with 527 points. This topic 

would rate higher in a population of novice horsemen. Since 76.87 

percent indicated they had owned horses over ten years, a higher ranking 

of Tack and Equipment is not surprising. 

Packing, Pasture Improvements, Racing, Human Relations, and 

Salesmanship ranked from 9-13 with points ranging from 454 for 

Packing down to 303 for Salesmanship. The investigator believes the 

low ranking of these topics by this sample indicates a lack of interest 

in these topics. However, further studies may indicate justification 

for inclusion of these topics in an educational program. 

Listed under others were Dressage and General Training. Dressage 

received 60 points while General Training received 48. The fact that 

these two were mentioned indicates interest, but more research is 

needed to indicate extent of interest. 

Horse owners who were respondents in the study indicated a 

definite need for more information about horses. They also indicated 

that they would be willing to attend sessions for obtaining this 

information. The most preferred topics expressed by the respondents 
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were topics basic to horse ownership. Diseases and Feeding ranked first 

and second while Showing and Roping were third and fourth. This 

indicates that the adult horse owners want to be able to keep their 

horses sound and learn to enjoy and utilize their animals more. 

8. Method of instruction is category eight. Table 17 analyzes 

data from Question 15 which asked the respondent to what type of 

learning session would be preferred. Of the respondents 49.06 percent 

preferred night meetings, 26.70 percent preferred 3 day sessions covering 

several topics and 24.22 percent preferred 1 day clinics with 8 hours 

of instruction. A 49.06 percent preference for night meetings indicates 

that this would be the most ideal time for organized educational 

sessions for adult horse owners of Montana. 

9. Who should have the responsibility for educational programs 

for the Montana adult horse owner? This category is analyzed in Table 

19 where the data are a summary of responses from Question 17 which 

asked what organization would you like to see responsible for conducting 

clinics, classes or schools? 

Of the respondents 38.91 percent preferred a Montana State 

University horse specialist, 31.89 percent preferred that the local 

clubs or organizations be in charge, 16.75 percent preferred breed 

associations and 8.10 percent preferred the county agent. 

A 38.91 percent preference for a Montana State University 

horse specialist indicates a substantial interest in a resource person 
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outside the club, although 31.89 percent preferred that the local clubs 

take the responsibility. Others mentioned were trainers who received 

4.32 percent of the responses. 

10. Do Montana horse owners want a state-wide organization? 

This is category 10 and is summaried in Table 20 which contains data 

from Question 18 which asks what would your reaction be concerning a 

state-wide organization which would be made up of all interested horse 

persons across Montana and would function to inform it's members of 

issues related to horse ownership and be used as a united voice for all 

Montana horsemen in matters of importance? 

Of the respondents 71.81 percent indicated they were in favor 

of a state-wide organization, 20.80 percent were undecided and 7.38 

percent were not in favor. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

The researcher based the following recommendations on facts 

derived from data of the questionnaire, previous personal experiences, 

and information from horse related resources from other states. 

Although the recommendations do not include all the aspects of an 

educational program for horse owners of Montana, they will provide a 

basis from which future studies and planning can be derived. 

This investigator recommends that further research be conducted 

to evaluate needs of Montana horse owners and the economic impact of 
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the horse industry on the economics of the state. 

If strong educational needs are replicated in further research 

this writer recommends that a full time state horse extension specialist 

be hired to work closely with the horse industry. This specialist 

would develop educational programs for adult and youth groups across 

Montana. Possibilities for educational programs are: 

1. Development of a Montana Horse Council that would serve to 

unite the voice of the state's horse industry and gain financial 

backing for horse programs. 

2. Development of horse science schools at several locations 

across the state. These schools would involve local and state resource 

people capable of sharing worthwhile horse related knowledge. Examples 

of these resource people are veterinarians, trainers, farriers, 

extension specialists. Six to seven schools could be held annually 

and could change location(s) according to needs. A one night a week 

6-10 week school is recommended by the writer. 

3. A correspondence course for interested persons could serve 

as an excellent media for communicating horse knowledge. 

4. Organize a series of clinics across the state to meet the 

subject matter needs of the people. Roping, showing horses, racing, 

and training are a few of the broad categories that would need clinic 

t ime. 

5. Develop a strong youth organization. This could and should 
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be done through the extension service and 4-H. Activities such as local, 

regional and/or state 4-H horse shows, rodeos, trail rides, packing 

trips and judging contests would be some of the activities that people 

of the state would request. 

6. Develop extension pamphlets and brochures as well as 

project materials for dispensing to horse oriented youth and adults. 

7. Work with breed associations to promote a sound marketing 

system for Montana horses. 

8. Initiate research that would increase the enjoyment and 

lessen the cost of horse ownership. 
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CooiDerativ© Extension Service 
MONTANA STATE UNIVERSITY. U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE. AND MONTANA COUNTIES COOPERATING 

MONTANA STATE UNIVERSITY 
BOZEMAN. MONTANA S97I5 

June 2, 1976 

Dear 

Recently, Dave Whitaker contacted you from Montana State University 
seeking your cooperation in administering a questionnaire to your 
horse organization. Please find enclosed the requested number of 
questionnaires. 

The questions are meant to be simple and to the point. We are 
seeking this information to help formulate future plans for aiding 
the fast growing horse industry of Montana. 

We ask that you announce before the test that only one adult per 
family complete the qustionnaire. Also, this form does not have a 
place for a signature of the person completing the form because we 
want each form to be anonymous. 

This questionnaire is being administered to horse owners in organiza¬ 
tions like yours across Montana. The information will be compiled 
by August 15. If you or your organization would like copies of the 
results, please complete the form at the bottom of this page and 
return in the enclosed envelope along with the cqmpleted questionnaire. 
We ask that you send all questionnaires back to Montana State Univ. 
no later than July 5. 

We appreciate very much your interest and cooperation. Thank You! 

BW/cec 

Sincerely, 

5url Winchester 
Human Development Specialist 

Please send a copy of the results of this study to: 

Name   

Address 
Organization 

The pioyram, of ihe Montana Cooperative Ex tendon Servlet are available to all people regardleu of race, creed, color, aex or national orip in. 
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Thank you for helping us find out more about Montana horsemen. This 

questionnaire is the first to be done on a state-wide basis seeking 

information about Montana horse owners. Hopefully, information gained 

from the following questions can be the initial step in gaining more 

assistance for horsemen across the state. 

DIRECTIONS: This questionnaire is ANONYMOUS. We are not asking for 

names or signatures. We hope that you will answer each question as 

accurately as possible. We request that only one adult per family 

complete the questionnaire. 

1. Check one indicating where you live. 

  Rural area 

  Town of 5,000 or less 

  Town of more than 5,000 

What is your occupation?   

How long have you owned or been responsible for horses? 

  Less than 1 year   4-5 years 

  1-2 years   5-10 years 

  3-4 years   over 10 years 

2. Do you depend on horses for any part of your annual income? (If 

yes, what percent of annual income) 

  Yes   No 

3. How many of each of the following do you or persons at your 

residence own? 

  Horses  Mules   Draft horses 
  Ponies   Burros 

4. Do you raise any colts for your own use or for sale? 

  No  Yes (Approximately how many brood mares 
do you breed each year?)   

5. Do you keep your horses on your property or rent space from other 

landowners? 

  Keep on own property   Rent or lease other lands 

  Some on own property and rent or lease additional land 
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6. What do you consider the average worth of your horses, mules, etc.? 

$100-$200 

$200-$300 

$300-$400 

$400-$500 

$500-$600 

$600-$700 

$700-$800 

$800-$900 

If over $1000, please estimate here   

7. What approximately, are your costs for feeds and pastures per horse 

for one year?   

8. How often is your horse or horses confined in barns, stables, or 

small corrals? 

  Never   Most of the time 

  Only in bad weather   Only at night 

9. Approximately how much money do you have invested in horse related 

tack and facilities? This includes trailers, barns, fences, 

saddles, etc., which were bought or built especially for the 

horses? 

  Trailers   Fences 

  Barns   Saddles 

Others, please specify   

10. What is your primary use of horses? 

 ^Breeding horses to sell   Recreation 

 Ranch work   Combination of recreation 

and/or breeding or ranch work 

11. When you have a horse related problem, who do you ask most of the 

time for reliable information? 

  Veterinarian   Horsemen in neighboring area 
  Horseshoer  . Feed Store Owner 

  County Agent   Other, please state that person’s 

occupation   

12. Do you ever attend clinics, classes or schools to learn more about 

horses? 

  Never 

  Occasionally 

  Frequently 
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13. Would you like to learn more about horses than you presently know? 

  Yes No 

14. If you answered Yes to the last question, would you attend clinics, 

classes or schools pertaining to horse related subjects if they 

were within easy driving distance and were taught at a convenient 

time? 

  Yes   No 

15. If you attended clinics, classes or schools, which of the following 

would you prefer? 

  Night sessions 

  1-day clinics, 8 hours instruction 

  3-day sessions that would cover several areas 

Other suggestions:     

16. If you were to enroll in a horse course today, please rank in order 

of preference the first, second, third, etc., those topics which 

you would most like to learn more about. 

Feeding 

Reproduction 
Tack & Equipment 

Roping 

Diseases 

Showing 

Salesmanship 

Packing 

Trail Riding 

Human Relations 

Economics of Horses 
Racing 

Pasture Improvement 
Other 

17. What organization or institution would you like to see responsible 

for conducting clinics, classes or schools? 

  County Agent   Breed Associations 
MSU Specialist   Local clubs or organizations 

Others, please explain    

18. What would your reaction be concerning a state-wide organization 

which would be made up of all interested horsepersons across 

Montana and would function to inform it’s members of issues 

related to horse ownership and be used as a united voice for all 

Montana horsemen in matters of importance. 

  In favor 

  Not in favor 

Undecided 
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19. If you have other comments, please use this additional space 


