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ABSTRACT 

The problem explored in this study was to determine useful 
phonic generalizations for Japanese students of English as a foreign 
language. While teaching English in Japanese high schools, the writer 
frequently encountered students' failure in oral reading. The failure 
was obviously a failure in word recognition. He noticed that there 
are very few Japanese English teachers who tried to make use of the 
Phonic Method as an aid to word recognition. 

A review of literature revealed that phonics instruction in 
beginning reading programs is very popular in the United States. The 
studies of phonics in the 1960's proved that phonics instruction was 
very useful in the beginning reading instruction. 

The studies of phonic generalizations in the 1960’s clarified 
the confusion concerning what to teach in phonics instruction. Clymer 
initiated the studies in this field and inspired the complementary 
studies such as by Bailey and Emans. The results of these studies 
are similar. In essence, they found that while phonics generalizations 
are important many phonic generalizations that had commonly been used 
were of limited value. 

In this study, the writer followed procedures similar to those 
of Clymer, Bailey, and Emans, in order to determine what generalizations 
are useful in the phonics instruction of Japanese students of English 
as a foreign language. Two thousand basic English vocabulary words 
were chosen and the phonic content of those words was checked against 
the forty-five phonic generalizations chosen by Clymer. In order to 
determine the generalizations of reasonable utility the criteria which 
were suggested by Clymer were applied. 

The findings of this study were very similar to the results of 
the studies of Clymer, Bailey, and Emans. The analysis of the excep¬ 
tions to each generalization, however, indicated that utility of the 
forty-five generalizations became remarkably higher when used in 
conjunction with certain other generalizations. The analysis of these 
exceptions also indicated that a large percentage of exceptions to most 
of the generalizations were classifiable into certain categories, a 
knowledge of which would be helpful to teachers of English in Japanese 
schools. 



CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

The teaching of English as a foreign language in Japan has been 
i 

undergoing a considerable change during the past decade, from what is 

called the grammar-translation method to the oral-aural method. 

However, due to the confusion brought about by the hasty intro¬ 

duction and adoption of the new method, negative effects of the oral- 

aural method on reading and writing were often pointed out. People 

question whether the oral-aural method really helps students read better 

and write better. Although a lot of positive classroom experiences have 

been reported, the question still needs to be addressed by well- 

controlled research. 

It is well recognized by English teachers that many students 

begin to lose the original high interest in the learning of English 

during the latter half of the first year and the second year of junior 

high school. It appears to correspond to the time when they have to 

tackle an increased amount of reading materials. Judging from the 

investigator's experiences, among other things, students' failure in 

word recognition is obvious in the daily classroom work. To a 

beginning student of a foreign language, the oral reproduction of the 

written statements of the language is one of the crucial activities, 

but a large percentage of students have difficulty in the oral reading 

activities. This difficulty has naturally a negative psychological 
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effect on students.motivation and is damaging to the promotion of their 

interest in the independent study of English. 

It is the investigator's assumption that a certain amount of 

systematic phonics instruction will help a Japanese student of English 

as a foreign language, first to reproduce written statements of English 

orally and then gradually to be an independent reader of articles and 

stories written in English. 

However, in order to prove this assumption, the accumulation of 

well-controlled research would be necessary. It is the investigator's 

wish that this study lay the foundation for further investigations and 

research on the usefulness of phonics instruction for Japanese students 

of the English language. 

Statement of the Problem 

The problem of this study was to analyze and classify the 2,000 

basic English vocabulary words taught in Japanese junior high schools in 

order to determine the useful phonic generalizations in the teaching of 

English as a foreign language to Japanese students. 

Need or Purpose of the Study 

1. This study was conducted to clarify the common misconception 

among Japanese English teachers that English is a non-phonetic language. 

2. This study will lay a foundation to develop a program of 

phonics instruction for Japanese students of English as a foreign 
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language. This study will help determine what to include in phonics 

instruction and how to teach it. 

3. The following are the investigatorTs assumptions about 

phonics instruction, based upon his learning and teaching experiences: 

a. The students1 difficulty in oral reading is due to 

failure in word recognition. This failure is so frus¬ 

trating to students that it hinders the development of 

voluntary reading habits. 

b. If the phonics instruction is appropriate, a teacher can 

help students be better readers as well as better spellers. 

c. The visual clues that students learn through phonics 

instruction will help students be better at English 

pronunciation. 

d. Training in the audio distinction of phonemes as the first 

step of phonics instruction will offer a good opportunity 

to learn the difference between the sound systems of the 

English language and the Japanese language. 

e. With good word recognition skills students will be able 

to pay more attention to the content they are reading. 

General Questions to be Answered 

In order to solve the problem stated above, the following 

questions must be answered. 
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1. Which of the forty-five phonic generalizations chosen by 

1 0 
Clymer meet the following criteria? 

a. The word list must contain a minimum of twenty words to 

which the generalization might apply. 

b. The generalization must have a per cent of utility at 

least 75. 

2. What are the differences from and the similarities to the 

results of the studies by Clymer (1963),3 Bailey (1967),4 and Emans 

(1967)?5 

3. What are the major characteristics of the exceptions to each 

of the 45 generalizations? 

General Procedures 

1. Review the available literature pertaining to the historical 

movements of phonics instruction and the recent research on phonic 

generalizations. 

1Theodore Clymer, "The Utility of Phonic Generalizations in the 
Primary Grades," Reading Teacher. XVI (January, 1963), 413-18. 

2 
Robert Emans, "The Usefulness of Phonic Generalizations Above 

the Primary Grades," Reading Teacher. XX (February, 1967), 420. 

3Clymer, op. cit. 

4 
Bailey, "The Utility of Phonic Generalizations in 

Grades One Through Six," Reading Teacher. XX (February, 1967), 413-18. 

3Emans, o£. cit., pp. 419-25. 



5 

2. Select 2,000 English vocabulary words taught in Japanese 

junior high schools. 

3. Check the phonic content of the 2,000 words against the 

forty-five phonic generalizations chosen by Clymer (1963). 

4. Apply the criteria of utility suggested by Clymer (1963) to 

the forty-five phonic generalizations. 

5. Compare the result of procedure 4 with the related inves¬ 

tigation by Clymer (1963), Bailey (1967), and Emans (1967). 

Limitations 

The review of literature was conducted through the materials 

found in the library of Montana State University and the personal 

libraries of the investigator's adviser and other professors. There 

was no research found on the phonics instruction of Japanese students 

of English as a foreign language. 

This study was limited to the analysis of a linguistic fact. 

How students make use of the forty-five phonic generalizations must be 

tested by actual classroom experience, especially the usefulness of 

these phonic generalizations for foreign students who have not as large 

a listening or speaking vocabulary of English as native children. The 

latter was not, however, within the scope of this study. 

The criteria of the utility of phonic generalizations were not 

scientifically evolved, but they are considered reasonable by the 

researchers whose studies the investigator reviewed. 



6 

Definition of Terms 

For the purpose of this study, the following terms are defined: 

Accent (also referred to as stress)—the degree of relative 
loudness with which a syllable is spoken. . . Syllables may be 
spoken with at least three degrees of accent as indicated below: 

Primary accent—the loudest accent or stress; for example, 
the first syllable in each of these words is said with a primary 
accent or stress: sec-re-tary, prim-rose. 

Secondary accent—the next loudest accent or stress; for 
example, the second syllable in each of these words is said with 
a secondary accent or stress: home-sick, en-cy-clo-pe-di-a. 

Unaccented syllable—the syllable said with the least loud 
accent or stress; for example, the first syllable in the words 
ap-prove, re-main, and the last two syllables in the word 
con-fi-dent are unaccented.^ 

Compound—a word composed of two or more words that combine 
their meanings to make a new word.^ 

Consonant—a speech sound that is produced by interrupting or 
modifying the outgoing air or breath by some organ of articulation 
such as the lips, teeth, tongue, hard and soft palates. [Twenty- 
five] consonant sounds are commonly recognized. These consonant 
sounds are those heard at the beginning of the following words: 
bad, d£, fat, go, he, jam, kind, land, me, no, pan, run, sit, tell, 
very, will, yet, zero, [what,3 child, she, thin, then; at the end 
of long, and in the middle of pleasure.^ 

Diphthong—a succession of two vowel sounds that are joined in 
in a single syllable under a single stress. A diphthong is made 
by continuous glide of the tongue from one vowel position to the 
other. The vowel sounds heard in boy and toil and in house and 
cow are diphthongs. The vowel sounds heard in such words as bait, 
beat, boat, especially in bite are often classified as diphthongs. 
In this ktudy] only the vowel sounds heard in boy and house are 
referred to as diphthongs.^ 

6 
William S. Gray, On Their Own in Reading (New York: Scott, 

Foresman and Co., 1960), pp. 1-2. 

7Ibid., p. 2. 8Ibid., pp. 2-3. 9Ibid., p. 3 
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Digraph—A grapheme composed of two letters which represents 

one speech sound (phoneme). 

Consonant digraphs—[There are 25 consonant phonemes and 7 of 

them are consonant digraphs—^ch, ck, £h, sh, th, wh, ng.] 

Vowel digraphs—The [vowel] digraphs differ from the diphthongs 

in that they do not have thenglidingMfeature.H 

[Of the two successive vowel letters long sound of the 

first is usually pronounced, and the second is silent.] 

The digraphs which are most consistent appear in these words: 

maintain, boat, keep, each, display.-^ 

Grapheme (Phonogram)—The written symbol used to represent a 

phoneme. It may be composed of one or more letters, and the same 

grapheme may represent more than one phoneme. (The 26 letters of the 

alphabet and various combinations of them form 251 graphemes which 

represent the 44 phonemes.) 

Phoneme—the smallest unit of sound by which we can tell one 

thing that is said from anything else that might be said.-^ 

Prefix—a meaningful element that is affixed to the beginning 

of a root word or a derived or inflected form. For example,, re¬ 

in reply, un-in untruthful, pre- in precooked. A prefix combines 

its meaning with that of the word to which it is affixed. 

Root word (also called root)—the center or base to which 

prefixes, suffixes, and inflectional endings may be added. 

For example, play is the root word in playing, played, plays, 

player.16 

Schwa—The vowel sound heard in most unstressed syllables in 

English, for example, the sound represented by letters, a., e^, _i, 

■^Marion A. Hull, Phonics for the Teacher of Reading (Columbus, 
Ohio: Charles E. Merrill Publishing Company, 1969), p. 101. 

■^Ibid. , p. 74. 12Ibid., p. 75. 

13Ibid., p. 101. 14~ Gary, op. cit 

15ibid. ■^Ibid., p. 6 
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o^, and u in unaccented syllables of sofa, problem, April, 

ballot, and circus. This sound is represented by schwa symbol 

(3) in many dictionaries.-^ 

Structural analysis—the means by which a reader identifies 

meaning units (morphemes) in words and sees relationships 

between inflected or derived forms and their roots. Structural 

analysis is concerned with the identification of root words, pre¬ 

fixes, suffixes, and inflectional endings. 

Suffix—a meaningful element that is affixed to the end of a 
word (the word may be a root, an inflected form or a derived form.) 

For example, the suffix -er is added to follow to make follower; 

the suffix -ly is added to admitted to make admittedly; the suffix 

-ness is added to cloudy to make cloudiness.-^ 

Syllable— a word or part of a word in which a vowel sound is 

heard. In .most dictionaires an entry word is divided into visual 

syllables, ti-ny, nerv-ous, for example. These written syllabic 

divisions indicate where a word may be divided at the end of a 

line of writing. Written syllables may or may not correspond to 

spoken syllables as the pronunciations (line) and (nur-v3s) 
illustrate.20 

Vowel— a [vocalized] speech sound for whose production the 

oral passage is comparatively unobstructed so that the breath 

stream can flow from the lungs to the lips and beyond without 

audible friction and without being disturbed or cut off at any 

point. A vowel sound carries one of the three degrees of accent. 

This [study] , like the Thorndike-Barnhard dictionaires, 

recognizes nineteen English vowel sounds. These vowel sounds 

are those heard at the beginning of the following words: at, 

age, air, are, end, eat, earn, it, ice, odd, oak, or, oil, out, 

up, use; in the middle of put, and of rule; and in the first 

syllable of about. This [study] adheres to the straditional 

terminology of calling the vowel sounds heard in ate, eat, ice, 

oak, use "long" vowel sounds and those heard in am, end, it, odd, 

up, "short" vowel sounds.^ 

Ibid. 18Ibid. 

19Ibid., 

21Ibid., 

pp. 6-7. 

pp. 7-8. 

20Ibid., 
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[The investigator defined w and y as consonant letters 

which sometimes represent vowel sounds as in fly;, hymn, and 

l°y- Consequently, there are only five vowel letters in 
English alphabet; a, e, 1, o, and u.] 

Summary 

In Chapter I, the problem of the study was stated. The problem 

was to determine the useful phonic generalizations for Japanese students 

of English as a foreign language. The study is important to solve 

difficulties in word recognition that are frequently observed in the 

classroom. 

The phonic content of 2,000 basic junior high school level 

English words was examined, and the result was compared with other 

related studies. 

In this chapter the definition of terms that were used in the 

study was also provided. 



CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE AND RELATED RESEARCH 

Introduction 

The investigator first surveyed the general historical movements 

of phonics instruction, then focused his attention on the studies of 

phonic generalizations. 

In the first part of the literature review, the following three 

major movements of phonics instruction were surveyed: 

1. Movement about the turn of the century. 

2. Movement along with Progressive Education. 

3. Movement after Why Johnny Can’t Read. 

In the second part, concerning the development of phonic gener¬ 

alizations, the study by Clymer (1967) was first reviewed, and then 

later complementary studies such as Bailey (1967) and Emans (1967) were 

reviewed and compared with each other. 

History of Phonic Instruction 

The phonic method is probably one of the most traditional 

reading techniques that has been used in English reading instruction. 

However, the review of literature reveals that phonics instruction in 

the beginning reading program has been a subject of great debate and 

emotional argument among scholars of reading instruction. What should 

be taught in phonics instruction? To what extent should it be taught? 
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When and how should it be taught? These are the themes on which many 

studies have been conducted. 

In "Suggestion to Teachers" of McGuffey^ First Eclectic Reader, 

published in 1896, the author states, "The textbook may be used in 

teaching reading by any method commonly used but it is especially 

designed for Phonic Method and Word Method or combination of the two.' 

Concerning the Word Method, the author suggests, "Teach the pupil to 

„22 

identify at sight the words placed at the head of the reading exercises, 

.,23 and to read these exercises without hesitation. 

Method the author suggests, 

About the Phonic 

First teach the elementary sounds and their representatives, 

the letters marked with diacriticals, as they occur in the 

lessons; then, the formation of words by the combination of 

these sounds. . 

This is what is generally called a synthetic phonic method. This method 

was typical of phonics instruction in this era. Heilman sums up the 

phonics instruction of 1890 and on: 

Beginning around 1890 and continuing for a period of thirty 
or forty years, the cornerstone of reading instruction in American 

schools was a synthetic phonics method. Prior to this era much 
time was spent on the rote learning of the ABC’s. Emphasis now 

shifted from drill on "letter names" to drill on the "sounds of 

22 
McGuffey’s First Eclectic Reader. Revised ed., (New York: 

American Book Company, 1896), p. ii. 

23 24 ZJIbid. Z4Ibid. 
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the various letters." Here we have a form of phonics drill 

unrelated to meaning and in some instances unrelated to 

words in English.25 

Around the turn of the century, phonics instruction became a 

subject of great interest among many teachers, and by the late 1920's, 

it had been used in almost all of American basal reading textbooks. 

In the movement of progressive education, however, educators 

emphasized the importance of a pupil's interest and motivation, and 

criticized severely the heavy reliance on phonics drill, which was the 

most prevalent beginning reading practice of the era. They preferred 

26 
silent reading to phonics programs. As a reaction against the 

extremeness of phonics instruction, educators discarded the phonic 

27 
method, instead of advocating reform of the method. 

These extreme fluctuating movements of phonics instruction 

brought about grave confusion in reading instruction. Donald C. Agnew 

summarized the points of argument over the phonics instruction of this 

25 
Arthur W. Heilman, Principles and Practices of Teaching 

Reading, Third ed., (Columbus, Ohio: Charles E. Merrill Publishing 

Company, 1972), p. 280. 

26 
Albert J. Harris, "Progressive Education and Reading 

Instruction," Reading Teacher, XVII (November, 1964), 128. 

27 
Heilman, o£. cit., p. 250. 

28 
Donald C. Agnew, "How Useful Are Phonics in Reading?" 

Research in the Three R's, ed. C. W. Hunnicutt and William J. Iverson 

(New York: Harper and Brothers Publishers, 1958), pp. 70-81. 
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In Favor of Phonics 

1. Phonetic training has been used in the teaching of 
reading for a century and should be scrutinized carefully 
before being abandoned. 

2. Phonetic training gives the pupils independence in 
recognizing words previously learned. 

3. Phonetic training aids in "unlocking" new words by 
giving the pupil a method of sound analysis. 

4. Phonetic training encourages correct pronunciation 
and enunciation. 

5. Phonetic training gives valuable "ear training" in 
recognizing and differenciating sounds. 

6. Phonetic training improves the quality of oral 
reading—for instance, in breath control and in speech coor¬ 
dination. 

7. Phonetic training improves spelling. 
8. Many cases of reading disability may be traced to 

deficiencies in word recognition and sound analysis. 

The Case Against Phonetics 

1. Phonetic training tends to isolate words from their 
meaningful function by emphasizing sound. 

2. Phonetic training tends to lead to the neglect of 
context clues. 

3. Phonetic training tends to sacrifice interest in the 
content of reading. 

4. Phonetic training leads to unnecessarily laborious 
recognition of familiar words. 

5. Phonetic training is impractical because of the non- 
phonetic character of English. 

6. Phonetic training is unnecessary for many pupils 
since its advantages can be obtained without formal 
training. 

7. Phonetic training encourages the breaking of words 
into unnecessarily small units. 

8. Phonetic training tends to emphasize too explicit 
articulation. 

A strong swing back to phonics instruction came in the 1960’s 

So called "Sputnik Shock" triggered a scrutiny of American education 

in general. In the field of reading instruction, Why Johnny Can’t 
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Read, published by Rudolf Flesch in 1955, came as a bombshell to 

American school teachers. In a reproaching tone, Flesch accused 

American schools as a whole of failing to teach children to read. 

He says: 

Teaching of reading—all over the United States, in all 

the schools, in all the textbooks—is totally wrong and flies 

in the face of all logic and common sense. Johnny couldn’t 

read until half a year ago for the simple reason that nobody 

ever showed him how. Johnny’s only problem was that he was 

unfortunately exposed to an ordinary American school. 

The main target of his accusation was obviously progressive educators. 

He, then, strongly advocates phonics instruction. He says, 

"In every single research study ever made phonics was shown to be 

superior to the word method; conversely, there is not a single 

10 
research study that shows the word method superior to phonics." He 

further says, "Phonics is perfectly simple. Any normal adult can 

31 grasp it in one easy lesson." 

As clearly seen in the arguments quoted above, there is a lot 

of misleading information in this book. However, the impact of this 

publication on the public mind was so wide-spread and deep that numerous 

scholastic researches as well as emotional arguments were stimulated. 

29 
Rudolf Flesch, Why Johnny Can’t Read. (New York: 

Brother, Publishers, 1955), p. 2. 
Harper and 

30 31 
Ibid., p. 60. Ibid., p. 22. 
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la an attempt to clarify the argument concerning beginning 

reading instruction, the U. S. Office of Education funded 27 indi¬ 

vidual studies that later came to be known as the First Grade Reading 

Studies. The results of these studies were compiled by Guy Bond and 

Robert Dykstra, the coordinators of the studies. In the report that 

Bond presented at the Annual Conference of the International Reading 

Association in 1966, he summarized the studies: 

We have found no one approach so distinctly better in all 

situations and respects than the others that it should be 

considered the one best method nor to be used exclusively. . . 

There are, however, many indications that no matter what 

the underlying method is, word-study skills need to be empha¬ 

sized and taught systematically. This is best shown by the 

superiority of the approaches which augmented the basal reader 

with a phonetic (phonic) emphasis as compared with basal readers 

as usually taught.32 

This report provided a settling effect on the debate over the usefulness 

of phonics instruction, and stimulated active phonics instruction in the 

United States. 

However, the fact still remains that an inherent weakness of 

phonics instruction exists in the relationships between phonemes and 

graphemes as it has long been believed that English is a non-phonetic 

language. Although this belief must be questioned, it is a fact that 

there are many irregularities between English speech sounds and spell¬ 

ings. Also, as it was pointed out in AgnewTs summary (1958), phonics 

32 
Jeanne S. Chall, Learning to Read: The Great Debate, (New 

York: McGraw-Hill Co., 1967), p. 136. 
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instruction has had a tendency to isolate words from their meaningful 

function and consequently to sacrifice interest in the reading content. 

In trying to provide an answer to the question posed above, a 

number of studies were reported. Learning from those studies, reading 

specialists today generally prefer an analytic phonic method to a syn¬ 

thetic phonic method. Children are now taught to hear and to pronounce 

English sounds as they appear and sounds in words. Robert Karlin says 

about the analytic phonic method, "There is no set formula for conducting 

S'3 
an analytic-type program, but all do stress learning sounds within words."' 

The consonant and vowel substitutions is one of the popular drills in 

this method. 

Phonic Generalizations 

Although phonic generalizations were of great interest of 

reading teachers all through the history of phonics instruction, the 

confusion over the utility of phonic generalizations continued until 

fairly recent times. This confusion has been one of the main reasons 

that people argued over the usefulness of phonics instruction. 

Theodore Clymer reported a very inspiring study on the 

utility of phonic generalizations (Clymer, 1963). Clymer chose 45 

reasonably useful phonic generalizations and checked the utility of 

those generalizations against 2,600 words that appeared in four basal 

reading series and Gates Reading Vocabulary for Primary Grades. As 

reasonable criteria for testing the validity of a phonic 

O O 

Robert Karlin, Teaching Elementary Reading, (New York: 
Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, Inc., 1971), pp. 157-58. 
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generalization, he suggested (1) the total number of words to which 

the generalization might apply must be 20 or more, (2) the percent of 

the words that apply to the generalization must be 75 or more.34 

According to his research, only 18 out of 45 generalizations met these 

criteria. Based on this fact, he concluded, "It seems quite clear that 

many generalizations which are commonly taught are of limited value."35 

Clymer also pointed out that "the most disturbing fact: found in his 

study was "the dismal failure of generalization 1" to meet the 

validity criteria. The utility percentage of generalization 1, which 

is commonly phrased, "When two vowels go walking, the first one does 

the talking, was only 45. Clymer called it the ruin of a romance in 

37 the teaching of reading. 

Although Clymer's study may have ruined a romance in the 

teaching of reading, it cleared to a great extent the confusion over 

phonics instruction. 

Mildred H. Bailey conducted a complementary study questioning, 

"Would the results differ greatly if the forty-five phonic generali¬ 

zations were applied to a vocabulary list from grades one to six?"33 

Bailey collected the entire vocabulary (5773 words) that appeared in 

34 
Clymer, "The Utility of Phonic Generalizations in the Primary 

Grades," p. 255. 

35Ibid. 36Ibid.. p. 258 37lbld. 

38 
Bailey, "The Utility of Phonic Generalizations in Grades One 

Through Six," p. 413. 
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eight widely used textbooks, grade one through six. The result of her 

study shows that although the utility percentage of most of the gener¬ 

alizations are applicable to the vocabulary list for grades one through 

, 39 
six. 

She suggests, however, the possibility of the modification of 

some of the generalizations, saying, "Since certain generalizations 

were found difficult to interpret and to apply, it is believed by the 

writer that children in the elementary grades would experience the same 

uncertainty,"^ 

Robert Emans also conducted another complementary study (1967), 

using the random sample of 10 per cent of words beyond the primary level 

(grade four) in The Teacher's Word Book of 30,000 Words by Thorndike 

and Lorge. His interest was in whether or not Clymer’s findings are 

applicable above primary levels. At the same time he went one step 

further than Clymer^ study and explored possible modifications of the 

45 generalizations. In his study, similar to Clymer’s investigation, 

Emans found only 16 generalizations met Clymer’s criteria. However, 

this fact does not disagree with Clymer's findings to a significant 

- - extent. 

39Ibid., pp. 415-17. 40Ibid., p. 414. 

41 
G. D. Spache and E. B. Spache, Reading in the Elementary 

School, 2nd ed., (Boston: Allyn and Bacon, Inc., 1971), pp. 390-91. 
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Eraans recommended a two fold modification; first, the rephrasing 

of the generalizations and second, the application of a generalization 

42 
in conjunction with another. 

Concerning the rewording of the generalizations, Emans points 

out that there are some generalizations among the 45 that can be 

classified as secondary generalizations of others. He further attemped 

to revise the generalizations to account for the exceptions to the 

generalizations that fail to meet the validity criteria. For example, 

concerning Clymer's first generalization, which is commonly phrased, 

"When two vowels go walking, the first one does the talking," Emans 

points out that a number of specific vowel combinations have a high 

percent of utility. He suggests the following modification of gener¬ 

alization 1. 

a. When the first vowel in a word is and the second is 

i^, the a_ is usually long and the i_ is silent. 

b. When the first vowel is and the second is a_, the o_ 
is usually long and the is silent. 

c. Words having double e usually have the long ^e sound. 
d. The letters io^ usually represent a short ii sound as 

in nation. 

e. The letters oo^ usually have the long double o^ sound as 

in food or the short double o^ sound as in good. They are more 

likely to have the double o^ as in food. ^ 

f. The vowel combination ui has a short i sound. 

42 
Robert Emans, "When Two Vowels Go Walking and Other Such 

Things," Elementary Reading Instruction: Selected Materials, 2nd ed., 

ed. A. Beery, T. C. Barrett, and W. R. Powel, (Boston: Allyn and Bacon, 

Inc., 1974), p. 221. 

43 
Ibid., p. 224. 
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One of the inherent limitations of these three studies is that 

the validity criteria that are used in these studies were not scien¬ 

tifically evolved. Although all three of the investigators think the 

criteria reasonable, they also suggest the possibility of improvement. 

Emans says: 

The percentage of utility used as a criterion may be too 

high. Possibly 50, 25, or an even lower percentage of utility 

would be better than no aid at all. A better criterion may be 

the total number of words in which a generalization functions 

rather than the percentage of utility. 

Summary 

In this chapter, the historical movements of phonics instruction 

were briefly surveyed, and then the recent studies of phonic general¬ 

izations were reviewed. 

The historical survey revealed that emotional arguments and 

diverse opinions have existed over phonics instruction. Progressive 

educators* opinions against phonics instruction were especially noted. 

They pointed out the non-phonetic aspect of English and also the 

negative effects of mechanical phonics drills upon students' interest 

in the content of reading. 

Frenzied studies, as someone put it, were conducted on the 

teaching of reading during the educational movement after the "Sputnik 

^Emans, "The Usefulness of Phonic Generalizations Above the 

Primary Grades," p. 425. 
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Shock." The utility of phonics was one of the focal points of arguments 

and debates in the field of beginning reading instruction. It was after 

the First Grade Reading Studies were reported that the trend toward 

phonics instruction became full-fledged. 

Clymer's study on the utility of phonic generalizations effec¬ 

tively clarified the confusion in the programs of phonics insturction. 

He found a number of phonic generalizations that had been commonly 

taught had only a limited value. Later, Bailey and Emans came to 

practically the same conclusion through their complementary studies. 

One of the major inherent weaknesses of phonics instruction 

exists in the relationship between English speech sounds and spelling. 

It is now generally understood that over-reliance on phonics instruction 

produces negative effects. Heilman says, "The optimum amount of phonics 

instruction for every child is the minimum that he needs to become an 

independent reader. 

Another point that most of the reading specialists agree on is 

that phonics must be taught in a meaningful context. With this belief 

in mind, they prefer an analytic phonic method to a synthetic phonic 

method. 

Still another point generally agreed on is that a child must 

have in his oral vocabulary the words that he is going to learn to 

45 

p. 280. 

Heilman, Principles and Practices of Teaching Reading, 
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read. William Gray says, M [a child] must know the meanings of the 

printed word that he is asked to read, and be able to use them in his 

own speech. Otherwise, he will have to try to associate an unknown 

pronunciation and meaning with an unfamiliar printed forra.^ 

However, the readiness quoted in the previous paragraph does 

not always exist in the learning situation of English as a foreign 

language. In this sense the phonics programs for foreign students must 

be altered from the ones applicable to the native speakers of English. 

In this study, the investigator intended to check the 45 phonic 

generalizations against the basic English words that are taught in 

Japanese junior high schools in order to lay a foundation for the 

further study of phonics applicable to Japanese students of English as 

a foreign language. 

In the next chapter, the procedures of this study are explained 

in detail. 

46 
Gray, On Their Own in Reading, pp. 16-7. 



CHAPTER III 

PROCEDURES 

Introduction 

The problem of this study was to check the phonic content of 

2,000 basic words for Japanese students of English as a foreign language, 

and to determine the useful phonic generalizations. 

In order to solve the problem stated above, the following 

questions were answered: 

1. Which of the forty-five phonic generalizations chosen by 

Clymer (1963) met the following criteria (Clymer, 1963)? 

a. The word list must contain minimum twenty words to 

which the generalization might apply. 

b. The generalization must have a per cent of utility 

at least 75. 

2. What were the differences from and the similarities to the 

results of the studies by Clymer (1963), Bailey (1967), and Emans (1967)? 

3. What were the major characteristics of the exceptions to 

each of the forty-five generalizations? 

In this chapter the method of investigation and the method of 

presenting the results are explained. 

Method of Investigation 

This study followed, basically, the procedures used in Clymer*s 

study (1963). The procedures included (1) the selection of the words. 
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(2) the classification of words which may apply to each one of the 

generalizations, (3) the application of the criteria of validity to 

each generalization, and (4) the comparison with the results of the 

related studies. 

The investigator picked out 2,000 words listed as the basic 

English vocabulary for Japanese junior high school students in 

A 7 
Kenkyusha’s New Collegiate English-Japanese Dictionary. Then the 

investigator checked the phonic content of these words against the 

45 phonic generalizations chosen by Clymer (1963). Next, the utility 

of the generalizations were examined applying the criteria that were 

first used by Clymer (1963) and later used by Bailey (1967) and Emans 

(1967). The percentage of the utility of each of the 45 phonic gener¬ 

alizations was then compared with the results of the three other 

complementary studies by Clymer (1963), Bailey (1967), and Emans (1967). 

Finally, the major characteristics of the exceptions to each general¬ 

ization were studied. 

Kenkyusha’s New Collegiate English-Japanese Dictionary was 

chosen as the source of 2,000 words for the following reasons: (1) This 

dictionary is one of the most popular dictionaires used by Japanese high 

school and college students, and (2) this dictionary lists all words 

^T. Iwasaki and Y. Koine (ed.), Kenkyusha^ New Collegiate 

English-Japanese Dictionary, 2nd ed., (Tokyo: Kenkyusha, 1968). 
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included on any English vocabulary list for Japanese junior high 

school students. 

As the authority of pronunciation and syllabication, the paper¬ 

back edition of The American Heritage Dictionary of the English 

48 
Language (1971) was chosen for the following reasons: (1) This 

dictionary appears to adopt the spoken syllabic division, and is more 

consistent with the definition of syllables than any other dictionary 

that was available. (2) the investigator tried to avoid possible 

confusion in this study caused by the dialectical differences between 

American and British English. In this sense Kenkyusha’s Dictionary 

is eclectic. (2) Although most of the English-Japanese dictionaries 

used in Japan cite British pronunciation first and American pronun¬ 

ciation second, (if there is a distinct difference in the pronunciation 

of a word), the access to American English, in reality, is far greater 

than to the other. (4) Phonetic symbols used in this dictionary are 

more conforming to the definition of terms adopted in this study 

particularly the definition of vowels. 

The pronunciation of a word that is cited first in the American 

Heritage Dictionary was used for the classification of the words. 

48 
Peter Davies, (ed.), The American Heritage Dictionary of the 

English Language, (New York: Dell Publishing Co., Inc., 1971). 
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Method of Presenting the Results 

The results of the investigation are to be presented in Chapter 

IV in five tables. 



CHAPTER IV 

RESULTS 

Figures are presented under "Number of Conforming Words," 

"Number of Exceptions," and "Percent of Utility (1) and (2)." "Percent 

of Utility (1)" was computed by dividing the number of the conforming 

words by the total number of the composite words. "Percent of Utility 

(2) was computed by dividing the number of the conforming words plus 

the number of exceptional words that have classifiable characteristics 

by the total number of the composite words. The number of exceptional 

words which have classifiable characteristics is computed in Table IV. 

TABLE I 

THE UTILITY OF FORTY-FIVE PHONIC GENERALIZATIONS 

Generalizations 
Number of 
Conforming 

Words 

Number 
of 

Exceptions 

Percent 
of 

Utility 

1. When there are two vowels side by 
side, the long sound of the first 
one is heard and the second is 
silent. 

179 
(tea)* 

311 
(ear) 

(1) 

37 

(2) 

70 

2. When a vowel is in the middle of a 
one-syllable word, the vowel is 
short. 

274 
(cat) 

367 
(far) 

43 90 

3. If the only vowel letter is at the 
end of a word, the letter stands 
for a long sound. 

8 
(me) 

6 
(do) 

57 100 

4. When there are two vowels, one of 
which is final e;, the first vowel 
is long and the e^ is silent. 

148 
(safe) 

75 
(give) 

66 86 

* An example of words belonging to each category ("Number of Conforming 
Words and Number of Exceptions ) is given in parenthesis. 
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TABLE I (continued) 

Number of Number Percent 
Generalizations Conforming of of 

Words Exceptions Utility 

(1) (2) 
5. The _r gives the preceding vowel 

a sound that is neither long nor 476 30 94 98 
short. (part) (marry) 

6. The first vowel is usually long 
and the second silent in the 
digraphs ai, ea, oa, and ui. 

113 89 56 87 

ai 36 18 67 
(aim) (hair) 

ea 61 61 50 
(ease) (break) 

oa 14 4 78 
(boat) (board) 

ui 2 6 25 
(fruit) (build) 

7. In the phonogram ie, the i is 
silent and the e has a long 10 14 42 63 
sound. (field) (die) 

8. Words having a double e^ usually 61 3 95 100 
have a long e^ sound. (week) (cheer) 

9. When words end with silent e^ the 154 107 59 93 
preceding a or i^ is long. (game) (dance) 

10. In ay_ the y_ i-s silent and gives 23 8 74 100 
a its long sound. (pray) (prayer) 

11. When the letter i^ is followed by 
the letters j*h, the jL usually 17 7 71 100 
stands for its long sound and (fight) (weigh) 
gh is silent. 

12. When a_ follows w in a word, it 
usually has the sound a_ as in 
was. 

13. When je is followed by w, the 
vowel sound is the same as 
represented by oo. 

7 17 29 100 
(wash) (walk) 

6 1 86 100 
(dew) (sew) 

100 
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TABLE I (continued) 

Generalizations 
Number of 
Conforming 
Words 

Number 
of 

Exceptions 

Percent 
of 

Utility 

14. The two letter ow makes the 
long o^ sound 

27 
(grow) 

13 
(town) 

(1) 
68 

(2) 
100 

15. W is sometimes a vowel and 
follows the vowel digraph rule. 

28 
(slow) 

26 
(power) 

52 100 

16. When is the final letter in a 
word, it usually has a vowel 
sound. 

176 
(sky) 

26 
(pay) 

87 100 

17. When is used as a vowel in 
words, it sometimes has the 
sound of long i.. 

20 

(fly) 

160 
(only) 

11 96 

18. The letter a has the same sound 
(p) when followed by 1, w, and u. 

35 
(talk) 

65 
(half) 

35 85 

19. When ji is followed by i: and final 
e^, we expect to hear the sound 
heard in care. 

12 
(share) 

1 
(are) 

92 100 

20. When c and h are next to each 
other, they make only one sound. 

59 
(cheap) 

0 100 100 

21. Ch is usually pronounced as it 
is in kitchen, catch, chair, 
not like sh. 

53 
(chief) 

6 
(machine) 

90 100 

22. When the letter c is followed by 
£ or £, the sound of k is likely 
to be heard. 

92 
(cent) 

7 
(ocean) 

93 100 

23. When the letter c is followed by 
o or a, the sound of k is likely 
to be heard. 

112 
(camp) 

0 100 100 

24. The letter £ often has a sound 
similar to that of in jump when 
it precedes the letter i or e. 

37 
(gentle) 

11 
(get) 

77 77 

25. When ght is seen in a word, j|h 
is silent. 24 

(sight) 
0 100 100 
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TABLE I (continued) 

Number of Number Percent 
Generalizations Conforming of of 

Words Exceptions Utility 

26. When a word begins kn, the k 
is silent. 

7 
(know) 

0 (1) 
100 

(2) 
100 

27. When a word begins with wr, the 
w is silent. 4 

(write) 
0 100 100 

28. When two of the same consonants 
are side by side only one is 232 7 97 97 
heard. (rabbit) (success) 

29. When a word ends in ck, it has 23 0 100 100 
same last sound as in look. (lack) 

30. In most two-syllable words, the 521 206 72 94 
first syllable is accented. (dollar) (inform) 

31. If a, in, re, ex, de, or be is 106 19 85 100 
the first syllable in a word, 
it is usually unaccented. 

(about) (able) 

32. In most of two-syllable words 
that end in a consonant fol- 80 3 96 100 
lowed by y_, the first syllable 
is unaccented. 

(party) (apply) 

33. One vowel letter in an accented 455 159 74 94 
syllable has its short sound. (active) (native) 

34. When or ey_ is seen in the last 
syllable that is not accented. 148 2 99 100 
the long sound of e^ is heard. (simply) (satisfy) 

35. When ture is the final syllable 8 0 100 100 
in a word, it is unaccented. (picture) 

36. When tion is the final syllable 28 0 100 100 
in a word, it is unaccented. (mention) 

37. In many two- and three-syllable 
words, the final e lengthens 64 88 42 96 
the vowel in the last syllable. (arrange) (expense) 

38. If the first vowel sound in a word 
is followed by two consonants, the 391 59 87 97 
first syllable usually ends with the (intend) (title) 
first of the two consonants. 
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TABLE I (continued) 

Number of Number Percent 
Generalizations Conforming of of 

Words Exceptions Utility 

(1) (2) 
39. If the first vowel sound in a 

word is followed by a single 
consonant, that consonant 212 164 56 59 
usually beings the second 
syllable. 

(detail) (exist) 

40. If the last syllable of a word 
ends in le, the consonant pre- 32 0 100 100 
ceding the Le usually beings the 
last syllable. 

(people) 

41. When the first vowel element in 
a word is followed by th, ch, or 
sh, these symbols are not broken 22 0 100 100 
when the word is divided into 
syllables and may go with either 
the first or second syllable. 

(method) 

42. In a word of more than one 
syllable, the letter v usually 20 24 45 89 
goes with the preceding vowel 
to form a syllable. 

(never) (over) 

43. When a word has only one vowel 
letter, the vowel sound is 296 212 58 84 
to be short. (pack) (park) 

44. When there is one e^ in a word 
that ends in a consonant, the 
e usually has a short sound. 

62 21 75 100 

45. When the last syllable is the 141 15 90 100 
sound jr, it is unaccented. (flower) (admire) 

One of the validity criteria, percent of utility of each phonic 

generalization, is compared. Four studies were used for the comparison: 

Clymer (1963), Bailey (1967), Emans (1967), and this study. 
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TABLE II 

THE COMPARISON OF FOUR STUDIES PERTAINING TO THE UTILITY 
OF FORTY-FIVE PHONIC GENERALIZATIONS 

Generalizations Clymer Bailey Emans Umeda 

1. When there are two vowels side by side, 
the long sound of the first one is 
heard and the second is silent. 

45 34 18 37 

2. When a vowel is in the middle of a 
one-syllable word, the vowel is short. 62 71 73 43 

3. If the only vowel letter is at the end 
of a word, the letter stands for a 
long sound. 74 76 33 57 

4. When there are two vowels, one of which 
is final e, the first vowel is long and 
the e is silent. 63 57 63 66 

5. The r gives the preceding vowel a sound 
that is neither long nor short. 78 86 82 94 

6. The first vowel is usually long and the 
second silent in the digraph ai, ea, oa, 
(ee), and ui. 66 60 58 55 

ai 72 71 83 67 

ea 55 56 62 50 

oa 95 95 86 78 

ee 87 97 

ui 10 10 23 25 

7. In the phonogram ie, the i^ is silent 
and the e has a long sound. 17 31 23 42 

8. Words having double e^ usually have 
the long e, sound. 98 87 100 95 

9. When words end with silent e the 
preceding a or is long. 60 50 48 59 

10. In aj_ the is silent and gives a_ 

its long sound. 78 88 100 31 
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TABLE II (continued) 

Generalizations Clymer Bailey Emans Umeda 

11. When the letter i is followed by 
the letters j>h, the JL usually 
stands for its long sound, and 
the £h is silent. 71 71 100 71 

12. When a follows w in a word, it 
usually has the sound a as in was. 32 22 28 29 

13. When e is followed by w, the vowel 
sound is the same as represented 
by oo. 35 40 14 86 

14. The two letters ow make the long o 
sound. 59 55 50 68 

15. W is sometimes a vowel and follows 
the vowel digraph rule. 40 33 31 52 

16. When _y is the final letter in a word, 
it usually has a vowel sound. 84 89 98 87 

17. When _y is used as a vowel in words, 
it sometimes has the sound of long i. 15 11 4 11 

00 
TH The letter a. has the same sound (6) 

when followed by 1, w, and iu. 48 34 24 35 

19. When £i is followed by r and final e, 
we expect to hear the sound heard in 
care. 90 96 100 92 

20. When c and h are next to each other, 
they make only one sound. 100 100 100 100 

21. Ch is usually pronounced as it is in 
kitchen, catch, chair, not like sh. 95 87 67 90 

22. When the letter is followed by o or 
a_, the sound of k is likely to be 
heard. 96 92 90 93 

23. When the letter c is followed by o or 
£i, the sound of k is likely to be 
heard. 100 100 100 100 

24. The letter £ often has a sound similar 
ID that of in jump when it precedes 
the letter i or e. 64 78 80 77 
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TABLE II (continued) 

Generalizations Clymer Bailey Emans Umeda 

25. When ght is seen in a word, j>h, is 
silent. 100 100 100 100 

26. When a word begins kn, the k is 
silent. 100 100 100 100 

27. When a word begins with wr, the w 
is silent. 100 100 100 100 

28. When two of the same consonants are 
side by side, only one is heard. 100 100 100 97 

29. When a word ends in ch, it has the 
same last sound as in look. 100 100 100 100 

30. In most two-syllable words, the first 
syllable is accented. 85 81 75 72 

31. If a., in, jre, ex, de, or be is the 
first syllable in a word, it is 
usually unaccented. 87 84 83 85 

32. In most two-syllable words that end 
in a consonant followed by the 
first syllable is accented, and the 
last is unaccented. 96 97 100 97 

33. One vowel letter in an accented 
syllable has its short sound. 61 65 64 74 

34. When or ey_ is seen in the last 
syllable that is not accented, 
the long sound of e_ is heard. 0 0 1 99 

35. When ture is the final syllable 
in a word, it is unaccented. 100 100 100 100 

36. When tion is the final syllable 
in a word, it is unaccented. 100 100 100 100 

37. In many two- and three-syllable 
words, the final e lengthens the 
vowel in the last syllable. 46 46 42 42 
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TABLE II (continued) 

Generalizations Clymer Bailey Emans Umeda 

38. If the first vowel wound in a word 
is followed by two consonants, the 
first syllable usually ends with 
the first of the two consonants. 72 78 80 86 

39. If the first vowel sound in a word 
is followed by a single consonant, 
that consonant usually beings the 
second syllable. 44 55 47 56 

40. If the last syllable of a word ends 
in 1^, the consonant preceding the 
le usually begins the last syllable. 97 93 78 100 

41. When the first vowel elements in a 
word is followed by th, ch, or sh, 
these symbols are not broken when 
the word is divided into syllables 
and may go with either the first or 
second syllable. 100 100 100 100 

42. In a word of more than one syllable, 
the letter v usually goes with the 
preceding vowel to form a syllable. 73 65 40 45 

43. When a word has only one vowel 
letter, the vowel sound is to be 
short. 57 69 70 58 

44. When there is one e in a word that 
ends in a consonant, the e^ usually 
has a short sound. 76 92 83 75 

45. When the last syllable is the sound 
i:, it is unaccented. 95 79 96 90 

In Table III, the phonic generalizations that meet the criteria 

are listed in number and the comparison of four studies are made. 
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TABLE III 

THE PHONIC GENERALIZATIONS THAT MEET THE CRITERIA 

No. 
Clymer 
(2,600) 

Bailey 
(5,773) 

Emans 
(1,944) ' 

Umeda 
(2,000) 

5. 
* 

+ + + + 

8. + + + + 

10. + + Composite words 
are less than 20. 

Percentage is 
lower 

16. + + + + 

19. Composite words 
are less than 20. 

+ Composite words 
are less than 20. 

Composite words 
are less than 20. 

20. + + + + 

21. + + Percentage is 
lower + 

22. + + + + 

23. + + + + 

24. Percentage is 
lower. 

+ + + 

25. + + Composite words 
are less than 20. 

+ 

28. + + + + 

29. + + Composite words 
are less than 20. 

+ 

30. + + + Percentage is 
lower 

31. + + + + 

32. + + + + 

34. Percentage is 
lower. 

Percentage is 
lower. 

Percentage is 
lower. 

+ 

35. Composite words 

are less than 20. 

+ Composite words 
are less than 20. 

Composite words 
are less than 20. 

36. Composite words 
are less than 20. 

+ + + 

38. Percentage is 
lower 

+ + + 

40. + + + + 

41. + + + + 

44. + + Composite words 
are less than 20. 

+ 

45. + + + + 

*A phonic generalization that satisfies both of the criteria. 
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The exceptions to each generalization were analyzed, and each 

classififiable characteristic of the exceptions to a generalization is 

listed with the number of words that belong to the classification. The 

percent was computed by dividing the number of classified exceptional 

words per generalization by the total number of the exceptions to the 

generalizations. 

TABLE IV 

THE ANALYSIS OF EXCEPTIONS 

1. When there are two vowels side by side, the long sound of the 
first one is heard and the second is silent. 

Exceptions:  311 

a. r-controlled (fear) 53 
b. -tion (-ion, -sion) 38 
c. diphthongs oi /oi /. ou / ou / 33 
d. grapheme oo (fool) 29 
e. grapheme au (fault) 7 

Total:, 160 
(52%) 

When a vowel is in the middle of a one 
is short. 

i-syllable word. the vowel 

Exceptions:   367 

a. r-controlled (far) 98 
b. V+C+e (take) 129 
c. graphemes al, aw, ol. ow, ay, wa, 
ew , igh, oy (fall, law, want, etc. ) 79 

Total:  306 
(83%) 
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TABLE IV (continued) 

3. If the only vowel letter is at the end of a word, the letter 

stands for a long sound. 

Exceptions:   6 

a. the /th9/ or /the/ 1 

b. do (3), who, two 5 

Total:  6 

(100%) 

4. Where there are two vowels, one of which is final js the first 

vowel is long, and the e^ is silent. 

Exceptions:   75 

a. r-controlled (bare) 26 

b. C+le (candle) 18 

Total:. 44 

(59%) 

5. The £ gives the preceding vowel a sound that is neither long nor 

short. 

Exceptions:   30 

a. -ire (desire) 11 

b. V+double r_ (carry) 9 

Total:  20 

(67%) 

6. The first vowel is usually long and the second silent in the 

digraphs ai, ea, oa, ui. 

Exceptions:  89 

a. r-controlled (hair) 36 

b. digraph ea / e / (dead) 26 

Total:  62 

(70%) 
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TABLE IV (continued) 

7. In the phonogram ie, the ji is silent and the e^ has a long sound. 

Exceptions:  14 

a. When syllablic division fall between 

i and e, i is long and e tends to be 

schwa sound (quiet) 5 
b. three letter words (die) 4 

Total:. ........   9 

(64%) 

8. Words having double je usually have the long e^ sound. 

Exceptions:   3 

a. r-controlled (cheer, engineer) 

b. been 

Total:   (100)% 

9. When words end with silent the preceding a. or i^ is long. 

Exceptions: . .    107 

a. a or i in double V+C+e (leave) 16 
b. r-controlled (dare) 14 
c. a or i in an accented closed 

syllable preceding C+le (castle) 11 
d. unaccented a+CC+e) such as ance, 

able, age, ate, ive, ible, ine. 

ice, ite 47 

Total:  

10. In ay_ the is silent and gives ji its long sound. 

Exceptions:   

88 
(85%) 

8 

a. names of 7 week days 7 

b. prayer 1 

Total: 8 
(100%) 
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TABLE IV (continued) 

11. When the letter jL is followed by the letters j»h, the JL usually 

stands for its long sound and _gh is silent. 

Exceptions:  7 

a. eigh (eight) 6 

b. aigh (straight) 1 

Total:    7 

(100%) 

12. When a_ follows w in a word, it usually has the sound a_ as in 
was. 

Exceptions:. .     17 

a. r-controlled (warm) 7 

b. a+C+e (wave) 4 

c. ay (way) 3 

d. al (walk) 2 

e. wagon 1 

Total:   17 

(100%) 
13. When e^ is followed by w, the vowel sound is the same as 

represented by oo. 

Exceptions:  

sew 

Total:     

14. The two letters ow make the long sound. 

Exceptions:  

a. diphthong / ou / (town) 12 

b. knowledge 1 

1 

1 
(100%) 

13 

Total: 13 

(100%) 
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TABLE IV (continued) 

15. W is sometimes a vowel and follows the vowel digraph rule. 

Exceptions:  26 

a. diphthong / ou / (cow) 15 
b. aw (law) 5 
c. ew (new) 5 
d. knowledge 1 

Total:   26 
(100%) 

16. When is the final letter in a word, it usually has a vowel 
sound. 

Exceptions:   . 26 

a. ay (may, away, birthday) 23 
b. ey (money) 3 

Total:   26 
(100%) 

17. When is used as a vowel in words, it sometimes has the sound 
of long i^. 

Exceptions:  160 

a. unaccented y (ready) 145 
b. ey of they 

/ oi/ (boy) 
5 

c. diphthong oy 3 

Total: 153 
(96%) 
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TABLE IV (continued) 

18. The letter a has the same sound (o) when followed by 1, w, 

and u. 

Exceptions:  65 

a. nominal and adjectival suffixes 

-al (social, trial) 34 

b. ea+1 (appeal, wealth, real) 10 
c* a+le (tale) 4 
d. prefix £ + w (away) 2 

Total:  50 

(77%) 

19. When a. is followed by _r and final £, we expect to hear sound 

heard in care. 

Exceptions:   1 

are 

Total:   1 

(100%) 

20. When c and h are next to each other, they make only one sound. 

Exception:   0 

21. Ch is usually pronounced as it is in kitchen, catch, and chair, 

not like sh. 

Exceptions:  6 

a. / k / as in character 5 

b. / sh / as in machine 1 

Total:   6 

(100%) 
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TABLE IV (continued) 

22. When c_ is followed by e or i, the sound of £ is likely to be 
heard. 

Exceptions:  7 

a. cial as in special 4 

b. cious as in precious 1 

c. clent as in sufficient 1 

d. ^ean as in ocean 1 

Total:   7 

(100%) 

23. When the letter £ is followed by £ or a, the sound k is likely 
to be heard. 

Exceptions:   0 

24. The letter £ is often sounded similar to the £ in jump when 

it precedes the letters _i or £ 

Exceptions:  11 

No classifiable characteristic 

Total:   0 

(0%) 

25. When ght is seen in a word, £h is silent. 

Exception:   0 

26. When a word begins with kn, the k is silent 

Exception:   0 

27. When a word begins with wr, the w is silent. 

Exception:     0 
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TABLE IV (continued) 

28. When two of the same consonants are side by side one is heard. 

Exceptions:   7 

a. cc /k-s/ (success) 5 
b* g£L /g-j/ (suggest) 2 

Total:   7 
(100%) 

29. When a word ends in ck, it has the same last sound in 

look. 

Exception:   0 

30. In most two-syllable words, the first syllable is accented. 

Exceptions:  206 

88 
12 
7 

50 

Total:   

31. If a, in, re, ex, de, or be, is the first syllable 

in a word, it is suually unaccented. 

Exceptions:  19 

No classifiable characteristic 

Total:   0 

(0%) 

157 

(76%) 

a. prefixes a-, in-, re-, ex-, de-, 

be- (above, inform, remark, 

except, defeat, begin) 

b. suffix -teen (fifteen) 

c. suffix -self (myself) 

d. other prefixes pro-, con-, 

dis-, com-, un-, to-, pre-, 

mis-, en~, di-, ad-, se-, ob-, 

with-, e-, im- 
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TABLE IV (continued) 

32. In most twy-syllable words that end in a consonant followed 
by the first syllable is accented, and the last is 
unaccented. 

Exceptions:  3 

apply, reply, supply 

Total:   3 
(100%) 

33. One vowel letter in an accented syllable has its short 
sound. 

Exceptions: 159 

a. open syllable (na-ture) 85 
b. r-controlled (ar-my) 38 

Total:   123 

(78%) 

34. When £ or is seen in the last syllable that is not 
accented the long sound of e^ is heard. 

Exceptions:  2 

satisfy, occupy 

Total:   2 

(100%) 
35. When ture is the final syllable in word, it is 

unaccented. 

Exception:   0 

36. When tion is the final syllable in a word, it is not accented. 

Exception:    0 

37. In many two-and three syllable words, the final e lengthens the 
vowel in the last syllable. 

Exceptions:   88 

a. unaccented syllable (vil-lage) 74 
b. r-controlled (as-sure) 7 

Total:  81 
(92%) 
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TABLE IV (continued) 

38. If the first vowel in a word is followed by two consonants, 

the first syllable usually ends with the first of the two. 

Exceptions:  59 

a. consonant digraphs such as th, ch, 

sh, ck, (meth-od, ma-chine, pock-et, 

fash-ion) 22 
b. prefixes such as re-, pro-, de-, 

be-, se-, (re-spect, etc.) 14 

c. C+le after the first vowel 

element (ti-tle) 8 
d. compound words (class-room) 3 

Total:  47 
(80%) 

39. If the first vowel sound in a word is followed by a single 

consonant, that consonant usually begins the second syllable. 

Exceptions:  164 

a. prefixes such as ex-, dis- 
(ex-ist, dis-ap-pear) 9 

* No other classifiable charac¬ 
teristic 

Total:   9 
(5%) 

40. If the last syllable of a word ends in le, the consonant 

preceding the le usually begins the last syllable. 

Exception:   0 

41. When the first vowel element in a word is followed by th, ch, or 

sh, these symbols are not broken when the word is divided into 

syllables and may go with either the first or second syllable. 

Exception: 0 
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TABLE IV (continued) 

42. In a word of more than one syllable, the letter usually goes 

with the preceding vowel to form a syllable. 

Exceptions:  24 

a. prefix+root; prefixes such as e-, 

pro-, a-, ad-, in-, de-, re-, con-, 
di- (e-vent, pro-vide, ad-vice, etc.) 19 

Total:    19 
(79%) 

43. When a word has only one vowel letter, the vowel sound is 

likely to be short. 

Exceptions: 212 

44. 

45. 

a. r-controlled (arm) 63 
b. ow (grow) 20 
c. al, aw (all. law) 17 
d. ay (pray) 13 
e. igh (high) 11 
f. ol (old) 7 

Total :    131 

(58%) 

When there is one e in a word that ends in a consonant, 
the e is usually has a short sound. 

Exceptions:. . . . . 21 

a. she, we, he. (she's we'd, he'd, etc,) 8 
b. r-controlled (term) 4 
c. ey of they 4 
d. ew (news) 4 
e. key 1 

Total :  21 

When the last syllable is the sound _r, it is 

unaccented. 

Exceptions:  

a. ire (entire) 

b. double vowel + jr (appear) 

c. are (compare) 

Total:   

(100%) 

15 

10 
Lmi 
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The investigator tentatively set up three levels of utility as 

follows: 

1. Primary: The generalizations that meet the criteria in all 

of the four studies. 

2. Secondary: The generalizations that meet the criteria in at 

least one of the four studies. 

3. Tertiary: The generalizations that meet the criteria after 

characteristic exceptions to a generalization were excluded from the 

total exceptions to the generalization. 

TABLE V 

THE LEVELS OF UTILITY 

Primary: The generalizations that meet the criteria in all of the 

_______ four_studies . 

_Vowel_  _Consonant Accent _ Syllable 

*5, 8, 16 20, 22, 23, 28 31, 32, 45 40, 41, 

2. Secondary: The generalizations that meet the criteria at least one 

of_the four studies. 

_Vowel_ Consonant  Accent _ Syllable 

10, 19, 34, 21, 24, 25, 29, 30, 35, 36, 44, 38, 

3. Tertiary: The generalizations that meet the criteria after 

characteristic exceptions of each generalization are 

_______ _counted_as the conforming words. 

_Vowel   _Consonant   Accent_ _ _ Syllable 

2, 4, 6, 7, 9, 11, 42 

12, 14, 15, 17, 18, 

33, 37, 43, 

Numbers refer to the number of the generalization in Table IV. 



CHAPTER V 

SUMMARY AND INTERPRETATION 

Summary 

1. In this study twenty out of the forty-five phonic gener¬ 

alizations met the criteria. They are 5, 8, 16, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 

28, 30, 31, 32, 34, 36, 38, 40, 41, 44, 45. 

2. Generalization 10 did not meet the criteria due to a lower 

percentage of utility. This means due to the fact that the names of 

the 7 week days were classified as exceptions. (Sunday /sunde/). 

3. In this study generalization 34 shows exactly the opposite 

result to the other three studies. However, since the and ey_ of 

this generalization are unaccented, whether they are transcribed as 

short i^ or long £ is a matter of interpretation. 

4. In the comparison of the four studies, the Bailey study 

shows that 23 generalizations met the criteria, whereas only 16 

generalizations met the criteria in the Emans study. This appears due 

to the fact that in the Bailey study nearly three times as many words 

were used than the words used in the Emans study. For example, in 

Table III, 7 out to 23 generalizations that meet the criteria in the 

Bailey study, fail to meet the same criteria in the Emans study, and 

6 out of the 7 fail because their composite words are less than twenty. 

Of the 7, only generalization 21 shows a utility percentage lower than 

75. 
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this study, generalization 30 failed to meet the criteria 

due to the lack of a utility percentage. 

6. As far as the percent of utility is concerned, the four 

studies show nearly identical results except for generalization 34. 

7. The analysis of exceptions (Table IV) shows that a high 

percentage of exceptional words to most of the generalizations can be 

classified according to their distinctive characteristics. Most of 

the classified exceptions to each generalization conform to another 

one or more of the 45 generalizations. 

8. The analysis of exceptions also reveals the following 

points: 

a. In the vowel generalizations, r-controlled vowels and 

V+C+e pattern frequently appear as exceptions. 

b. In unaccented syllables except for r-controlled vowels, 

the vowel sounds tend to become a schwa sound. 

c. Open syllables are a good clue for long vowel sounds. 

d. As visual clues for accent and syllabication, the 

knowledge of structural analysis is important. 

9. Even on the tertiary level of utility (Table V) gener¬ 

alization 1 does not meet the criteria, but percentage rises up to 70. 

10. Generalizations 3, 13, 19, 26, 27, do not meet the criteria 

even on the tertiary level because the composite words to each of 
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these generalizations are less than 20. However, their percent of 

utility is very high and if there are any exceptions, they are 

distinctively characteristic and classifiable. 

11. Even on the tertiary level of utility, generalization 39 

does not meet the criteria due to the low percentage of utility, and 

there is no classifiable characteristic in the exceptions. 

Interpretation 

It became very clear to the investigator that there exist cer¬ 

tain rules or usable characteristics in the relationships between 

English speech sounds and spellings. Since a student of English as a 

foreign language has to struggle with a great deal of difficulty in 

the learning of all four language skills—listening, speaking, reading, 

and writing—an English teacher should avail himself of these usable 

characteristics in his teaching. 

Clymer (1963) warned, "It seems quite clear that many gener- 

49 
alizations which are commonly taught are of limited value." His 

statement was certainly proved in this study as well as in other 

similar studies by Bailey (1967) and Emans (1967). 

However, it seems to be a little premature to conclude that it 

is "the ruin of a romance in the teaching of reading," as Clymer put it 

49 .I 
Clymer, The Utility of Phonic Generalizations in the Primary 

Grades," p. 255. 
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Even generalization 1, "When two vowels go walking the first one does 

the talking," indicates that it has a fairly reasonable validity when 

it is used in conjunction with certain other generalizations. Some of 

the vowel combinations have a very high percentage of utility. 

As seen in Table IV, it is particularly recommendable to teach 

a phonic generalization in conjunction with certain others. When a 

teacher teaches a phonic generalization inductively, as is recommended, 

he should know the characteristics of the exceptions to each general¬ 

ization. 

There are some generalizations that do not meet the criteria 

due to the fact that the total composite words were less than twenty. 

Most of these generalizations, however, have a high percent of utility. 

These generalizations must be taught. 

This study has the same limitations as the three similar 

studies by Clymer (1963), Bailey (1968), and Emans (1967), The real 

applicability of these generalizations must actually be tested through 

classroom experiences. Also, the instruction of phonics in the 

teaching of English as a foreign language must be carefully structured 

since a student’s oral vocabulary is severely limited. 



APPENDIX 



FORTY-FIVE PHONIC GENERALIZATIONS 

. When there are two vowels side by side, the long sound of the first 
is heard, and the second vowel is usually silent. 

A. Conforming Words:  (179) 

AC 

ea 
/ e / tea, sea, eat, mean, each, east, ease, deal, beat, seat, 

read, weak, team, meal, meat, leaf, heat, leap, lead, 
lean, clean, speak, steal, steam, treat, feast, wheat, 
peace, least, leave, means, reach, beast, beach, dream, 
cream, cheap, stream, please, breathe, 

feature, creature, reader, leader, teacher, eager, season, 
easy, treaty, appeal, increase, appease, disease, reveal , 
reveal^, repeat, defeat, 

easily, 58 

ee 
/ e / bee, see, free, feed, feel, deed, deep, seek, seed, seem, 

week, weep, tree, need, meet, keep, heel, knee, sleep, 
green, three, sheep, sheet, sweet, sweep, speed, steel, 
wheel, Greek, greet, cheek, street, speech, cheese, 

agree, asleep, indeed, degree, between, thirteen, 
thirteenth, fourteen, fourteenth, fifteen, fifteenth, 
sixteen, sixteenth, seventeen, seventeenth, eighteen, 
eighteenth, nineteen, nineteenth, proceed, succeed, 55 

ai 
/ a / aim, fail, sail, rain, pain, wait, tail, maid, mail, 

main, train, saint, trail, plain, paint, grain, raise, 
faith, brain, chain, claim, praise, straight, 

daily, railway, afraid, remain, detail, obtain, 
exclaim, 30 

ei 
/ e / seize, either, neither, receive. 4 



people, 1 7 e / 

oa 
/ o / oak, boat, coal, coat, goat, load, road, soap, coast, 

float, toast, throat, approach, 

ou 

/ 3 / soul, though, shoulder, although, 4 

ue 
/03o/ due, Tuesday, / oo / true, blue. 4 

ui 
/ oo / suit, fruit, 2 

UNAC 

ee 

/ £ / coffee, committee. 2 

ue 

/ £ / continue, avenue, 2 

B. Exceptions:  

AC 

ea-r 
/ir/ ear, fear, dear, tear, near, hear, year, 

nearly, appear, disappear, appearance, 
clear, clearly, 

13 

/ ar / bear1, bear2, tear, wear. 4 

/ ur / earn, learn, earth, early, search, 5 

/ ar / heart. 1 

ea 
/e / dead, head, bread, death, health, wealth, 

breast, ready, steady, leather, weather, 
heaven, heavy, already, 

spread, thread, 
instead, ahead, 

18 

/ a / break, great, greatly, create. 4 

/ e9 / real, really, realize, idea, theater, European, 6 6 
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ee-r 

/tr / cheer, engineer, 2 

ee x, 

/ i / been, i 

ai-r 

/ar / air, fair, hair, pair, chair, stair, fairly, affair, 8 

ei-r 

/ar / their, theirs, 2 

ei 

/ a / eight, eighty, weigh, weight, neighbor, 5 

/ I / height, i 

ie 

/ e / chief, field, yield, brief, piece, believe, relieve, 7 

/la / science, variety, society, 3 

/ yoo/ view 

oa-r 

/or / oar, roar, board, 3 

oa 

/ 3 / broad, 

ou-r 

/ our/ our, ours, hour, flour, 4 

/or / four, pour, court, source, fourth, 5 

/oor/ your, you're, 2 

/ur / journey 2 

ou 

/on f out, loud, pound, house, round, sound , sound , mouth, 

mount, round, doubt, South, cloud, count, loudly, cloudy, 

outside, surround, amount, announce, account, without, 

aloud, about, ground, throughout, 26 
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/ oo / you'd, you'll, you've, youth, soup, group, wound, 
through. 8 

/ would, could, should, shouldn't. 4 

/ U / young, rough, touch, country, double, southern, 
enough, trouble, couple. 9 

/ 6 / ought, thought, 2 

ue 
/ e / guest, guess. 2 

ui 
/ wi / quick, quickly. 2 

/ i / guide, 1 

/ wF/ quite, inquire, require. 3 

/ i / build, 1 

/ oo-i/ ruin. 1 

oo-r 
/ or / door, floor, 2 

/ oo / poor 1 

oo 
/ oo / food, cool, boot, root, roof, room, wool, noon, moon, 

fool, soon, loose, bloom, troop, spoon, tooth, shoot, 
smooth, choose, afternoon. 20 

/ oo / foot, cook, look, good, goods, brook, good-by 7 

/ u / blood, flood, 2 

au 
/ a / fault, cause, pause, August, daughter, author, 

automobile. 7 

/ a / laugh, 1 
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ua-r 
/ Hr/ guard, 

/ or / quarter, ^ 

/ wa / square, 2 

ua 
/ wo / quality, quantity, 2 

ia 
/e-a/ piano ^ 

/ ±3/ trial, dial, giant, diamond, 4 

io 
/ 13/ lion, 

oi 
/ oi / soil, boil, coin, appoint, disappoint, avoid, 6 

/ Hi/ going 1 

eu 
/yob/ Europe, 

oe 
/ 53/ poet, poem, 2 

eo 
/ ia/ theory, 

UNAC 

ea 
/ 3 / ocean, /e-3/ area, / e / fountainhead, 3 

ai 
/ 3 / captain, certain, certainly, fountainhead, 4 

ie 
/ e / series, thirtieth, twentieth, 3 

/ 3 / patient, sufficient, /e-3/ experience, / I 3/scientific, 4 
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ei 
/ 3 / eighteen, eighteenth, / i / foreign, 3 

oa 
/ o / blackboard, / 6 / authority, 2 

ua 
/ w3 / equal, /oo-^ usually, valuable, February, January, 

/ wi / 
actually, individual, 7 

language ^ 

ia 
/ 3 / special, official, social, especially, Christian, Asia, 6 

/i-3/ India, Indian, Italian, familiar, immediate, immediately 6 

/ i / marriage, ^ 

io 
/ y 3/ union, companion, /e-8/ period, superior, 

/e-o/ radio, 5 

/ 3 / station, motion, mention, portion, nation, collection, 
attention, addition, condition, dictation, invention, 
foundation, relation, position, direction, production, 
information, invitation, conversation, association, 
population, revolution, situation, education, 
operation, examination, organization, suggestion, 
national, international, dictionary, expression, 
discussion, possession, diversion, occasion, television, 
religion, 38 

ou 
/obr/ yourself, /our/ ourselves, 2 

/ 3 / various, numerous, serious, curious, dangerous, 5 

/ ou / foundation, i 

ue 
/ / tongue, 

oo 
/oo / classroom, -i 1 
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2. When a vowel is in the middle of a one—syllable word, the vowel 
is short. 

A. Conforming Words: (274) 

£ 
/ a / has, had, lad, sad, bag, can, fan, pan, map, cap, bad, 

gas, fat, cat, hat, tax, lamb, lamp, last, land, that, 
fast, hand, hang, lack, mass, half, plan, path, pack, 
pass, past, vast, that, task, that, sand, have, back, 
band, bath, can’t, camp, drag, dash, fact, flag, flat, 
glad, taxi, black, grand, glass, grass, match , match , 
grant, dance, draft, blank, class, catch, that’s, stamp, 
stand, shall, thank, plant, watch, flash, track, branch, 
chance, France, glance, 75 

/ e / bed, red, leg, beg, hen, ten, pen, yes, let, get, wet, 
yet, pet, tell, them, help, when, best, then, less, 
left, lend, let’s, melt, next, nest, neck, well, rest, 
self, tent, test, bend, bell, cent, deck, desk, sell, 
send, step, well, west, tenth, bench, dress, bless, check, 
shell, spend, smell, swell, sense, press^, press^, fence, 
flesh, length, twelve, twelfth, strength, stretch, 61 

1 w 
/ i / big, dig, pig, him, win, pink, sin, tip, lip, his1, his2, 

sit, fit, wit, bit, hit, six, mix, fix, with, pick, 
live, will, give, hill, wish, this, sing, kick, kill, 
kiss, lift, list, miss, mill, mitt, trip, till, thin, 
ship, sink, silk, slip, skin, swim, sick, milk, bill, 
dish, fill, fish, gift, rich, ring, pink, wing, will, 
wind, thick, trick, thing, think, strike, still, sixth, 
swing, which1, which2, print, fifth, since, bring, 
drink, prince, string, switch, spring, bridge, 78 

£ 
/ o / job, nod, god, dog, log, Tom, top, hot, not, lot, box, 

lock, stop, pond, soft, shop, song, spot, shot, sock, 
crop, cock, drop, doll, fond, rock, knock, block, clock, 
stock, shock, 31 

/w I 
u / bud, sum, run, fun, gun, run, sun, cup, bus, nut, cut, 

but, hut, just, jump, must, hunt, rish, dust, club, such, 
shut, thus, judge, trust, Dutch, brush, lunch, stuff, 29 



. Exceptions: .(367) 

a-r 
/ ar / far, car, bar, park, dark, farm, card, bark, star, 

park, mark, hard, yard, march, March, start, large, 
sharp, charm, charge, are, aren’t, 22 

/ ar / bare, fare, dare^, dare^, care, stare, share, spare, 8 

/ or / war, warm, 2 

a-e _ 
/ a / take, make, made, name, lake, hate, same, sake, safe. 

sale, pale, page, pace, wave, tale, bake, base, case^, 
case2, cake, date, face, fame, fate, gaze, game, gate, 
rate, wake, wage, race1, race^, save, late, 
shame, slave, scale, space, taste, stage, brave, blame, 
trace, grace, grade, range, grave, trade, flame, frame, 
waste, plane, place, shade, shape, state, plate, change. 
strante, 59 

a-1 
/ o / walk, hall, call, ball, fall, salt, talk, tall, wall, 

small, false, chalk, 12 

/ a / calm, 1 

a-w 
/ 6 / law, dawn, straw, 3 

£-y _ 
/ a / say, lay, ray, pay, bay, day, May, may, play, gray, 

stay, pray, 12 

/ a / prayer, 1 

w-a   
/ o / was, wash, want, 3 

wh-a 
/ o / what, what's, 2 

e-r 
/ Gr / her, hers, term, clerk, serve, were, 6 
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/ ir / more, we're here, here's, 4 

/ ar / there, there’s, there're, where, 4 

e-e 

/ e / these, scene, 2 

e-w 
/ oo / new, news, dew, few, 4 

/of sew, 2. 

e 
/ e / we'd,we'll, he’d, he's, he'll, she'd, she's, she'll, 9 

she'11, 

c-y 

/ a / they'd, they'll, they've, 3 

/ e / key, 1 

i-r 
/ ur / sir, firm, girl, bird, stir, third, first, skirt, 
shirt, 9 

/ Ir / hire, fire, wire, tired, 4 

i-e 

/ I / five, ride, like, nine, life, nice, mine, mile, like, 
line, hide, pipe, time, side, wine, bite, dive, dine, 
fine, rise, ripe, rice, size, wide, wise, wife, find, 
kind, mind, wind, tribe, while, prize, pride, prince, 
knife, write, spite, shine, smile, crime, drive, twice, 
white, 44 

i-gh 
/ i / high, sign, fight, light, right, sight, night, might, 

bright, knight, slight, flight, 12 

i 

/ I / wild, child, climb, blind, sign, ninth, Christ, 7 

o-r 
/or/ nor, for, port, fork, form, corn, sort, torn, lord, horn, 

forth, force, sport, storm, short, sword, porch, horse, 
north, 19 
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/ ur / work, word, worse, worst, world, worth, 6 

/or/ more, tore, store, shore, score, 5 

jo-e 
/ o / note, nose, hole, hope, home, rose, pole, vote, tone, 

bone, Rome, whole, those, stone, smoke, close, close, 17 

/ u / come, love, some, none, done, glove, 6 

/ oo / lose, move, prove, whose, 4 

/ 6 / gone i 

o-l 

/ o / gold, fold, folk, cold, hold, 5 

/ oo / wolf, i 

o-w 

/ o / 
1 2 row , row , low, grow, show, snow, slow, blow, flow, 

glow, crow, throw, growth, 13 

/ ou / bow, cow, now, how, down, town, crowd, crown, 
brown. 9 

o-y 
/ oi / toy, boy, joy, 3 

0 

/ O / most, post, clothes, don't, won't, roll, both, 0 

/ oo / whom, who's. 2 

/ a / lost, loss, cost, cloth, moth, long, wrong, strong, 8 

/ U / from, front, tongue, 3 

u-r 
/ ur/ fur, furn, turn, hurt, burst, nurse, church. 7 

/ oor/ sure, pure, 2 

u-e 
/(yHo/ duke, June, huge, / oo / rule, blue, true, 6 
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u_ 
/do/ pull, full, push, bush, 4 

/6b/ put, / i / buy, /yoo/ used, / oo / truth, 4 

3. If the only vowel letter is at the end of a word, the letter 
usually stands for a long sound. 

A. Conforming Words:  (8) 

e 
/ e / me, be, he, we, she, 5 

q 
/ o / no, go, so, 3 

B. Exceptions:   (6) 

— e 
/ or / the 1 

a 

/ oo / do-^-, do^, do^, who, two, 5 

4. Where there are two vowels, one of which is final e^, the first 
vowel is long, and the e is silent. 

A. Conforming Words: (148) 

a. 
/ a / age, take, make, made, save, name, lake, late, hate, 

sake, safe, sale, same, pale, page, pace, wave, tale, 
bake, base, case, case, cake, date, face, fame, fate, 
gaze, game, gate, rate, wake, wage, race, race, 
space, taste, stage, brave, blame, trace, grace, grade, 
grave, range, frame, waste, plane, plate, place, shade, 
state, shake, shame, slave, flame, trade, scale, change, 
strange, a-ble, ta-ble, (may-be^ 63 

/ e / bee, see, knee, free, tree,.these, scene. 7 
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/ i / die, lie, ice, tie, die, I've, five, ride, like, life, 
nine, nice, mine, mile, like, line, hide, time, wine, 
bite, dine, five, rise, side, ripe, rice, size, wipe, 
wise, wide, tribe, while, prize, drive, crime, smile, 
shine, spite, write, knife, price, white, twice, pride, 
strike, fire, hire, wire, i-dle, ti-tle, 50 

/ o / home, rose, rope, vote, pole, tone, bone, Rome, hope, 
hole, note, nose, whole, those, stone, smoke, closed, 
close^, no-ble, 19 

u 
/(ybo/ use^-, use^, due, duke, huge, June, / oo 

rule. 
/ blue, true. 

9 

Exceptions:  (75) 

•r 

/ ar / large. 1 

/ ar / 
1 p 

bare, fare, dare , dare , care, stare. spare, 7 

1 
/ a / false. 1 

/ a / 
1 O 

have-1-, have , 2 

/ a / dance. 1 

r 

/Or/ serve, were, / ar / where, there, / ir / mere, we're. 6 

/ i / eye, / e / else, twelve, edge, sense, / 
they’ve, 

a / they're. 
7 

/ i / give, live, since, prince, bridge. 5 

r 

/ or / horse, force, / ur / worse. 3 

/or/ more, tore, score, shore, store. 5 
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o 
~ / U / done, none, some. love, come, glove, one, once. 8 

/ oo / move, lose, shoe. prove, whose. 5 

/ 6 / gone. 1 

u-r 
/ ur / urge, nurse. ■ 2 

/oor 7 sure, pure. 2 

u 
/ u / judge, 1 

-C+le 
/ a / can-dle, han-dle, 

cas-tle. 
ap-ple, bat-tie, cat-tie. 

6 

/ e / tem-ple, set-tie. gen-tie. 3 

/ i / lit-tle, whis-tle , mid-dle, sim-ple, sin-gle, 5 

/ o / bot-tle, 1 

/ u / strug-gle, un-cle 2 

/ ur / cir-cle. 1 

5. The £ gives the preceding vowel a sound that is neither long nor 
short. 

A. Conforming Words:    (486) 

AC 

a. 
/ar/ far, arm, car, bar, art, park, dark, farm, card, bark, 

star, part, mark, harm, hard, yard, charm, sharp, 
large, start, March, march, charge, largely, harvest, 
market, pardon, army, party, garden, artist, darkness, 
farmer, farther, harbor, are, aren't, farther, farmer, 
regard, remark, depart, alarm, apart, article, 
department, 46 
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/ ar / fare, dare, care, bare, stare, spare, share, scarcely, 
careless, careful, parent, vary, various, carefully, 
compare, declare, 16 

/ or / war, warm, toward, / ar / character 4 

UNAC 

a 
/ 3r / forward, afterward, afterwords, standard, sugar, 

dollar, popular, regular, similar, calendar, 
library, salary, ordinary, military, necessary, 
dictionary, 19 

arrive, separate variety. 

AC 

6 / ur/ her, hers, term, clerk, serve, were, weren't, Germany 
perfect, merchant, person, servant, service, certain, 
certainly, concern, observe, reserve, prefer, determine, 
university, 21 

/ ir/ we're, here, here's, serious, period, material, expe¬ 
rience, superior, 8 

/ ar / there, there's, where, therefore, 4 

UNAC 

6 / 3r/ other, cover, never, owner, lover, weather, leather, 
reader, leader, teacher, later, power, tower, writer, 
over, flower, whether, gather, rather, mother, brother, 
proper, under, after, letter, enter, after, over, chamber, 
power, danger, offer, elder, master, upper, dinner, 
summer, manner, supper, matter, bitter, member, center, 
anger, suffer, butter, chapter, scatter, water, paper, 
shelter, render, wonder, winter, finger, latter, silver, 
sister, whisper, stranger, daughter, better, eager, 
shoulder, answer, father, either, neither, worker, corner, 
former, order, further, murder, farther, farmer, quarter, 
December, October, minister, officer, grandfather, 
passenger, newspaper, remember, grandmother, together, 
deliver, consider, recover, discover, whenever, another. 
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whatever, traveler, prisoner, however, character, 

forever, prayer, 

pattern, western, southern, eastern, northern, modern, 

percent, perhaps, herself, perform, 

commerce, understand, interest, interesting, difference, 

different, otherwise, government, afternoon, dangerous, 
powerful, wonderful, yesterday, property, liberty, 

exercise, afterward, afterwards, governor, numerous, 

several, general, generally, conversation, understanding, 

operation, considerable, international, discover, 139 

/— / every, everything, everyday, everyone, everywhere, 

everybody, 

average, 7 

/ er / somewhere, everywhere, 2 

AC 

i 

/Gr/ sir, girl, firm, bird, stir, first, skirt, shirt, third, 

birthday, thirty, virtue, dirty, thirtieth, circumstance^S 

UNAC 

i 

/Gr/ thirteen, thirteenth, 2 

AC 

o 

/or/ nor, for, port, fork, form, corn, born, sort, lord, horn, 

force, forth, sport, storm, short, sword, horse, north, 

morning, forty, fortune, organ, foreign, northern, 

former, order, foreward, 

support, report, inform, record, afford, perform, 

importance, important, according, 

more, tore, store, shore, score, before, 

forest, moral, tomorrow, authority, majority 47 

/ Gr / worry, 1 

/or/ sorry, 1 
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UNAC 

/ 3r/ neighbor, author, favor, labor, major, doctor, honor, 
sailor, color, editor, professor, governor, elevator, 

memory, factory, victory, history, 

comfort, effort, record, 

forget, forever, 

correct, 

favorite, comfortable, information, opportunity, 

original, • 28 

/ ur/ fur, burn, urge, turn, hurt, nurse, burst, church, 
occur, curtain, purchase, purpose, furnish, surface, 
Thursday, further, murder, murmur, occurrence, furni¬ 
ture, return, 21 

/oor/ sure, surely, assure, 3 

A$DO/ pure, during secure, curious, 4 

/ er/ bury, 1 

UNAC 

picture, future, nature, measure, creature, feature, 
treasure, figure, pleasure, adventure, manufacture, 
furniture, natural, naturally, 
century, 

surround, surprise, 

Saturday, 18 

AC 

ea 
/ xr / ear, dear, hear, near, tear, fear, clear, clearly, 

appear, nearly, appearance, disappear. 

u 

/ 3r / 

12 
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/fir/ earn, learn, search, early. 4 

/ fir/ tear, wear, bear, bear, 4 

/ ar / heart 1 

AC 

— /our/ our, ours, hour, flour. 4 

/ or/ four, pour, court, fourth, source. 5 

/oor/ your, /ur / journal, journey, / u / courage, 4 

UNAC 

ou 

/ or/ fourteen, fourteenth, /oor/ yourself, 3 

AC 

ai 

/ ar/ air, fair, hair, pair, stair, chair, airplane, 

fairly, affair, 9 

UNAC 

ia 

/yar/ familiar. 1 

AC 

oa 

/ or/ oar, roar, board, 3 

UNAC 

oa 

/ or / blackboard. 1 

AC 

ee 

7 ir/ cheer, engineer, 2 
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AC 

oo 
/oor/ 

AC 

poor, /or / door, 2 

ua 
/war/ 

UNAC 

square, / ar / guard, /wor/ quarrel, quarter, 4 

ua 
footer/ 

AC 

February, January, 2 

ei 
/ ay / 

UNAC 

their, theirs, 2 

le 

/ 3r / 

AC 

soldier, 1 

eo 
/e-3/ 

AC 

theory, 1 

ae 
/ ar / 

UNAC 

aeroplane, 1 

io 

/i-a/ 

AC 

eu 
/yoo/ 

superior, 1 

Europe, 1 Europe, 1 
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UNAC 

eu 
/yoo / European, 1 

B. Exceptions:   (30) 

AC 

a 
/ar/ marry, carry, narrow, 3 

AC 

e 
/ er / very, cherry, merry, America, American, experiment 6 

AC 

i 
/ ir / wire, fire, hire, tired, entire, admire, desire, 

empire, require, inquire, entirely, iron, 12 

/ ir/ spirit, 1 

UNAC 

1 ^ 
/i-r/ direct, directly, direction, 3 

AC 

o 
/or/ sorrow, borrow, orange, 3 

AC 

u 
/ ur/ current, hurry, 2 

6. The first vowel is usually long and the second silent in the 
diagraph ai, ea, £a, and ui. 

A. Conforming Words:. .    (113) 
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AC 

ee 
/ e / see, bee, free, feed, feel, deed, deep, seek, seem, 

week, weep, knee, heel, keep, meet, tree, need, cheek, 
seed, great, Greek, wheel, steel, speed, sweet, sweep, 
sheet, three, green, sleep, street, speech, cheese, 
thirteen, thirteenth, fourteen, fourteenth, fifteen, 
fifteenth, sixteen, sixteenth, seventeen, seventeenth, 
eighteen, eighteenth, nineteen, nineteenth, asleep. 

< indeed, proceed, succeed, between, degree, agree, 
freedom, feeling, meeting, 57} 

UNAC 

ee 
/ s / coffee, committee, 2 
v. j 

AC 

ai 
/ s / aim, aid, nail, main, mail, maid, tail, wait, pain, 

rain, sail, fail, gain, claim, chain, brain, faith, 
raise, grain, paint, plain, trail, saint, train, 
praise, straight, sailor, railway, contain, exclaim, 
detail, remain, afraid, daily, training, railroad, 36 

AC 

ea 
/ i / sea, tea, eat, ease, east, each, deal, beat, seat, 

read, weak, team, meal, meat, leaf, heat, lean, mean, 
leap, clean, cheap, cream, cease, dream, beach, 
beast, reach, means, leave, least, peace, wheat, feast, 
treat, steam, speak, please, stream, breathe, teacher, 
leader, reader, eager, eastern, creature, feature, 
treaty, easy, season, defeat, appeal, disease, reveal, 
appease, increase, repeat, easily, meaning, reason, 
seaside, leading, 61 

AC 

oa 
/ 5 / oak, road, soap, boat, coat, coal, goat, load, coast, 

float, toast, throat, approach, 13 13 
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UNAC 

oa 
/ o / railroad, 1 

AC 

ui 
/ oo / fruit, suit, 2 

B. Exceptions:  (89) 

AC 

ee-^ 
/ ir / cheer, engineer 

< 

/ i / been 

AC 

ai-r 
/ ar / air, hair, pair, fair, stair, chair, fairly, affair, 
airplane, 9 

ai 
let again, against, 2 

UNAC 

ai 

/ Bn/ captain, certain, curtain, 
fountain, fountainhead. 

certain, mountain. 

AC 

ea-r 
/ ar / bear^, bear^, wear, tear. 

/ ir/ ear, tear, fear, year, near , hear, dear, clear. 
nearly, clearly, appear, appearance, disappear. 

/ur/ earn, earth, learn, search, early. 

/ ar / heart, 

7 

4 

13 

5 

1 
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ea 

/ a / break, great, greatly, create, 

/ e / dead, head, death, bread, health, wealth, spread, 

breath, breast, thread, ahead, instead, heavy 

heaven, steady, ready, leather, weather, treasure, 

pleasure, measure, already, threaten, pleasant, 

breakfast, 

/e-3/ real, really, idea, theater, realize, European, 

/yoo/ beauty, 

UNAC 

ea 

/ e / fountainhead, / 3 / ocean, 

AC 

oa-r 

/ or / oar, roar, board, 

UNAC 

oa-r 

/ or / blackboard, 

AC 

Hi _ _ w 
/ wi / quite, / i / guide, / wi / quick, quickly, 

/ i / build, /ooi/ ruin, 

7. In the phonograph ie, the i^ is silent, and the e^ is long. 

A. Conforming Words:  

4 

25 

6 

1 

2 

3 

1 

4 

2 

(10) 

AC 

ie _ 

/ e / field, yield, piece, brief, chief, believe, relief, 7 
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UNAC 

ie _ 
l e. I series, thirtieth, twentieth, 3 

B. Exceptions:. .    (14) 

AC 

ie   
l i. I die, lie, pie, tie, /yoo/ view, 5 

mam Sj _ 

/ tt f quiet, quietly, / i3/ science, society, variety, 5 

UNAC 

ie 
/ 9 / patient, sufficient, / 19/ scientific, 3 

/e-9/ experience, 1 

8. Words having double €i usually have the long e sound. 

A. Conforming Words:.   (61) 

AC 

ee 
/ e / see, bee, knee, tree, free, meet, keep, need, heel, 

weep, week, seem, seed, seek, deep, deed, feel, feed, 
cheek, Greek, green, greet, queen, sheep, sheet, 
sleep, speed, steel, weep, sweet, three, wheel, cheese, 
speech, street, thirteen, thirteenth, fourteen, four¬ 
teenth, fifteen, fifteenth, sixteen, sixteenth, seventeen, 
seventeenth, eighteen, eighteenth, nineteen, nineteenth, 
proceed, degree, asleep, agree, freedom, meeting, feeling, 
between, indeed, succeed, 59 

UNAC 

ee 
/ e / coffee, committee, 2 
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B. Exceptions: (3) 

AC 

ee ^ 

/ i / been, / lr/ cheer, engineer, 3 

9. When words end with silent et the preceeding a. or jL is long. 

A. Conforming Words: (154) 

AC • 

a 

/ a / age, made, take, make, tale, pale, sale, race^-, race^, 

wake, rate, gate, game, gaze, fate, fame, face, date, 

cake, case, base, bake, wave, pace, page, same, safe, 

sake, hate, late, lake, name, save, scale, trade, trace, 

state, stage, space, slave, shame, shake, shape, shade, 

plane, place, plate, grave, grade, grace, frame, flame, 

brave, blame, waste, range, taste, change, strange, 

able, awake, arrange, create, escape, exchange, locate, 

mistake, table, (maybe), 69 

UNAC 

a. 

/ a / airplane, aeroplane, educate, separate, indicate, 5 

AC 

/ i / die, pie, lie, tie, I*ve, ice, five, ride, wide, 

wise, wife, wipe, size, rice, ripe, side, rise, fine, 

dine, wine, bite, time, pipe, wire, fire, hire, hide, 

like-S like^, line, mile, mine, nice, nine, life, knife, 

quite, guide, write, while, white, twice, tribe, spite, 

smile, shine, price, pride, prize, drive, crime, strike, 

admire, advice, aside, alive, arrive, beside, combine, 

describe, desire, deside, divide, excite, invite, idle, 

inside, inquire, outside, provide, require, surprise, 

unite, (title, bicycle^ 75 

UNAC 

i 

ft/ daytime, empire, seaside, sunshine, otherwise. 5 
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B. Exceptions: (107) 

AC 

a-r 
— / ^ / / ar / care, bare, dare, dare, fare, stare, spare, share, 

declare, prepare, compare, 

/ ar / large, charge, are, 

a 
/ a / dance, chance, France, glance, (have, have,) 

candle, handle, castle, battle, cattle, example, 

/ ° / false, 

UNAC 

11 

3 

12 

1 

/ 9 / distance, entrance, balance, instance, circumstance, 
appearance, importance, 

comfortable, probably, vegetable, considerable, 11 

/ i / message, passage, baggage, village, manage, orange, 
average, courage, advantage, 

climate, private, chocolate, palace, purchase, 14 

AC 

13 

i 
ft/ active, native, representative, service, practice, 

office, justice, notice, possible, terrible, 
principle, impossible, engine, determine examine, imagine, 
promise, opposite, favorite, article, automobile, 21 

/ i / live, give, since, bridge, prince, 

middle, little, simple, single, whistle, 

police, machine, magazine, 
r 
/ ur / circle. 
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AC 

ea 
/ e / 

AC 

ease, leave, cease, peace, please, breathe, increase, 
disease, appease, 9 

ua 
/ wa / 

UNAC 

square, 1 

ua 
/yoo-W valuable, / wi / language, 2 

AC 

ai 
/ a / raise, praise, 2 

ei 

/ e / seize, receive, 2 

oi 
/ oi / 

UIIAC 

voice, noise, 2 

/ i / marriage, /e-i/ immediate, 2 

10. In a^, the £ is silent and gives a its long sound. 

A. Conforming Words: (23) 

AC 

az _ 
/ a / May, day, bay, gay, pay, ray, say, lay, may, gray, 

pray, stay, play, today, delay, display, away, 17 17 
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UNAC 

_ 
/ a / always, railways, everyday, birthday, holiday, 

yesterday, 6 

B. Exceptions:   (8) 

AC 

/ a /• prayer, 1 

UNAC 

^X _ 
/ e / Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, 

Saturday, Sunday, 7 

11. When the letter i^ is followed by the letters gh, the jl 

usually stands for its long sound, and the £h is silent. 

A. Conforming Words:     (17) 

AC 

± 

l±l sign, high, fight, right, light, night, might, 

sight, bright, flight, slight, knight, delight, 

highly, brightly, mighty, 16 

e-i 

111 height, 1 

B. Exceptions: (7) 

AC 

e-i 

/ a / eight, weigh, weight, neighbor, eighteen, eighty, 6 

a-^L 

/ a / straight, 1 

12. When a_ follows w in a word, it usually has the sound a as in was. 
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A. Conforming Words:  (7) 

AC 

w-a 
/ o / was, wash, want, watch, was^t, wander, water, 7 

B. Exceptions:.     (17) 

AC 

w-ar 
/or / war, warm, warn, toward. 4 

w-al 

/ 0 / walk, wall, 2 

w-a-e 

/ a / wave, wake, wage, waste. 4 

w-ay 

/ a / away, 1 

a 

/ a / wagon, 1 

UNAC 

w-a_r_ 
/ 3r / forward, afterward, afterwards. 3 

w-ay 

/ a / always, railways. 2 

13. When £ is followed by w, the vowel sound is the same as 
represented by 00. 

A. Conforming Words:. (6) 

AC 

e-w 
/($oo/ dew, few, new, news, view, newspaper, 6 

B. Exceptions:    . (1) 



14. The two letters ow make the long sound. 

A. Conforming Words:   (27) 

AC 

o-w 
/ 5 / 

1 9 low, row , row^, blow, flow, grow, know, slow, show, 
glow, throw, slowly, lower, own, owner, unknown, below, 17 

UNAC 

o-w 
/ 5 / fellow, follow, borrow, sorrow, hollow, narrow, 

tomorrow, window, shadow, yellow. 10 

B. Exceptions:   (13) 

AC 

o-w 
Ion f cow, how, how, bow, down, town, down, crown, crowd, 

brown, allow, tower, 12 

l o / knowledge, 1 

15. W is sometimes a vowel and follows the dowel digraph rule. 

A. Conforming Words:   . (28) 

AC 

o-w 
/of row, row, low, own, blow, flow, grow, know, slow, 

show, glow, throw, lower, owner, slowly, unknown, 
below, 17 
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UNAC 

o-w 
/ a / narrow, hollow, sorrow, borrow, follow, fellow, 

yellow, window, shadow, tomorrow, 10 

B. Exceptions:  * . . .     (26) 

AG 

o-w 
/ ou / cow, bow, now, how, down, town, down, crown, crowd, 

brown, flower, power, tower, allow, 14 

/ o / knowledge, X 

a-w 

/ o / law, dawn, draw, awful, straw, 5 

e-w 

/yoo/ new, news, few, dew, view, 5 

UNAC 

o-w 

/ ou / however, 1 

16. When _y is the final letter in a word, it usually has a vowel 
sound. 

A. Conforming Words:   (176) 

AC 

Z _ 
/ i / by, my, try, fly, dry, cry, why, sky, cry, reply. 

apply* good-by, July, supply, deny, 15 

o-X 
/ oi / boy, joy, toy, employ, enjoy, destroy, 6 

e-x _ 
/ a / they, obey, 2 

u-X _ 
/ i / buy, 1 
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UNAC 

1-Z 
/ le/ simply, lately, quietly, highly, brightly, greatly, 

hardly, slowly, clearly, quickly, scarcely, truly, 

fully, nearly, early, fairly, largely, surely, loudly, 

likely, safely, finally, usually, certainly, rapidly, 

possibly, completely, probably, happily, willingly, 

exactly, recently, really, entirely, easily, carefully, 

directly, especially, generally, practically, actually, 

naturally, immediately, 

daily, holy, lovely, likely, 

only, lily, family, Italy, 51 

t-z 
/ te/ beauty, treaty, party, plenty, forty, duty, thirty, 

society, ninety, twenty, fifty, pretty, seventy, 

quantity, variety, liberty, property, quality, 

community, necessity, activity, authority, majority, 

difficulty, opportunity, university, 

dusty, dirty, mighty, eighty, city, pity, 32 

r"Z _ 
/ re/ bury, very, vary, 

glory, story, merry, hurry, marry, worry, cherry, 

every, carry, memory, library, victory, history, 

century, factory, salary, discovery, theory, industry, 

angry, hungry, country, sorry, necessary, ordinary, 

dictionary, military, secretary, February, January, 33 

d-Z _ 
/ de/ study, ready, body, cloudy, steady, candy, lady, 

nobody, somebody, already, everybody, anybody. 

-day 

/de / Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 

Friday, Saturday, 

12 

7 

n-y 

/ne / 

*_ Z _ 
/ e / 

any, colony, Germany, company, funny, penny, many. 

easy, heavy, copy, happy, army, enemy, worthy, 

fancy, 

7 

8 
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*“£ _ 
/ i / occupy, satisfy, 2 

B. Exceptions:.    # (26) 

AC 

a-2 __ 
/ a / 

UNAC 

may, lay, say, ray, pay, gay, bay, day. Hay, stay, 
play, gray, pray, today, away, display, delay, 17 

/ a / birthday, railway, railway, everyday, yesterday, 
holiday, 6 

e-X _ 
/ e / money, valley, journey, 3 

17. When £ is used as a vowel in words, it sometimes has the 
sound of long jL. 

A. Conforming Words:.     (20) 

AC 

Z 
f i / 

UNAC 

by, my, cry, why, sky, dry, fly, try, (buy, eye) 
type, style, July, reply, supply, apply, good-by, 
deny, 18 

z _ 
/ i / occupy, satisfy, 2 

B. Exceptions:      (160) 

AC 

e“Z _ 
/ a / they, they'd, they'll, they're, they've, 5 

0”Z 
/ oi / royal, enjoy, employ, 3 3 
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UNAC 

1-z _ 
/ le / only, daily, holy, lovely, likely, simply, lately, 

quietly, highly, brightly, greatly, hardly, slowly, 

clearly, quickly, scarcely, truly, fully, nearly, 

early, fairly, largely, surely, loudly, likely, 

safely, finally, usually, certainly, rapidly, 

possibly, completely, probably, happily, willingly, 

exactly, recently, really, entirely, easily, carefully, 

directly, especially, generally, practically, actually, 
naturally, immediately, 48 

t-Z _ 
/ te / beauty, treaty, party, plenty, forty, duty, thirty, 

society, ninety, twenty, fifty, pretty, seventy, 

quantity, variety, liberty, property, quality, community, 

necessity, activity, authority, majority, difficulty, 

opportunity, university, dusty, dirty, mighty, eighty, 

city, pity, safety, 33 

r-z 
/re/ bury, very, vary, glory, story, merry, hurry, marry, 

worry, cherry, every, carry, memory, library, victory, 

history, century, factory, salary, discovery, theory, 

industry, angry, hungry, country, sorry, necessary, 

ordinary, dictionary, military, secretary, February, 

January, everyone, everywhere, 35 

d-y 

/ de/ study, ready, body, cloudy, steady, candy, lady, 

nobody, somebody, already, everybody, anybody^ 

-day; 

/de / Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 

Friday, Saturday, 

n-y _ 

/ ne / any, colony, Germany, company, funny, penny, many 

anyone 

12 

7 

8 

*-z _ 
/ e / easy, heavy, copy, happy, army, enemy, worthy, fancy, 

bicycle, 9 
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18. The letter a. has the same sound ( 6 ) when followed by 1, w, 
and _u. — — 

A. Conforming Words:   (35) 

a-1 
/ 6 / all, salt, talk, wall, hall, tall, call, fall, 

small, false, chalk, always, also, almost, 
(quality), recall, 16 

/ o / pause, fault, cause, autumn, august, author, daughter. 
because, automobile, 9 

a-w 
/ 6 / law, dawn, awful, draw, 4 

UNAC 

a-1 
/of although, baseball, football, basketball, already, 5 

a-11 
/ 6 / authority, 1 

B. Exceptions:  (65) 

AC 

a-1 
/ a / half, shall, balance, palace, valley, value, calendar, 

salary, alphabet, Italian, valuable, 11 

/ a / calm, 1 

a-le 
/ a / tale, sale, pale, scale, 4 

oa-1 
/ o / coal, 1 

ea-1 
/ e / appeal, reveal, steal, meal, deal. 5 
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I e. I wealth, health, 2 

/e-8/ (real, really, realize,) 3 

a-u 
/ a / laugh, aunt, 2 

UNAC 

a-1 
/ 8 / trial, dial, social, special, official, especially, 

final, finally, total, local, moral, royal, journal, 
mental, central, natural, general, several, capital, 
practical, animal, national, principal, hospital, 
generally, naturally, actually, original, practically, 
material, international, 

usual, usually, individual, 34 

a-w 
/ 3 / away, awake 2 

19. When £ is followed by £ and final £, we expect to hear sound 
heard in care. 

A. Conforming Words:   (12) 

AC 

ar-e 
/ ar / bare, dare, care, scare, spare, share, square, declare. 

prepare, compare, dare, fare, 12 

B. Exceptions:   (1) 

AC 

ar-e 
/ ar / are, 1 

20. When £ and h are next to each other, they make only one sound. 

A. Conforming Words:    (59) 
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Ini. 

ch 
/ ch / cheap, chair, chief, cheer, chain, child, charm, 

check, church, cheese, chance, charge, choose, 
change, chose, chamber, chapter, cherry, Chinese, 
chicken, China, chosen, chocolate, 23 

/ k / Christ, Christian, Christmas, character, school, 5 

Mid. 

ch 
/ ch / kitchen, teacher, purchase, exchange, merchant, 5 

/ sh / machine, 1 

End. 

ch 
/ ch / each, inch, such, rich, March, march, lunch, Dutch, 

which-1-, which^, bench, match, match, catch, watch, 
porch, touch, reach, beach, search, speech, branch, 
stretch, switch, approach, 25 

B. Exceptions:. (0) 

21. Ch is usually pronounced as it is in kitchen, catch, and chair, 
not, like sh. 

A. Conforming Words: (53) 

Ini. 

ch 
/ ch / cheap, chair, chief, cheer, chain, child, charm, 

check, church, cheese, chance, charge, choose, 
change, chose, chamber, chapter, cherry, Chinese, 
chicken, China, chosen, chocolate, 23 

Mid. 

ch 
/ ch / kitchen, teacher, purchase, exchange, merchant, 5 

End. 

ch 
/ ch / each, inch, such, rich, March, march, lunch, Dutch, 

whichl, which^, bench, match-1-, match^, catch, watch, 
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porch, touch, reach, beach, search, speech, branch, 

stretch, switch, approach, 25 

B. Exceptions:   . .   (6) 

Ini. 

ch 

/ k / Christ, Christian, Christmas, character, school, 5 

Mid. 

ch 

/ sh / machine, 1 

22. When c is followed by e^ or 1, the sound of £ is likely to be 
heard. 

A. Conforming Words:   .     (92) 

Ini. 

ce 

/ s / cent, center, central, certain, century, certainly, 6 

Mid. 

ce 

/ s / except, excellent, December, recent, receive, proceed, 

precent, recently, necessary, necessity, process, 

success, successful, succeed, scarcely, policeman, 16 

End. 

ce 
— 1 9 

/ s / race , race , pace, face, space, grace, place, trace, 

surface, palace, glance, France, chance, instance, 

entrance, distance, dance, appearance, importance, 

circumstance, balance, 

fence, presence, sentence, difference, confidence, 

evidence, influence, occurrence, experience, silence, 

science, 

rice, nice, price* twice, sacrifice, advice, since, 

prince, police, service, office, officer, notice, 

practice, justice, produce, reduce. 
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Ini. 

ci 

Mid. 

ci 

source, announce, voice, once, 
force, peace, piece, 

/ s / civil, city, citizen, circle, 

/ s / principle, pencil, accident, principal, society, 
association, scientific, excite, decide, exercise. 

B. Exceptions: 

Mid. 

56 

10 

. (7) 

ce 
/ sh / ocean, 1 

Mid. ' 

cl 
/ sh / special, social, official, precious, sufficient, 
especially, 6 

23. When the letter c is followed by £ or a, the sound k is likely 
to be heard, — 

A. Conforming Words:  (112) 

Ini. 

ca 
/ k / cap, can, cat, cast, catch, cattle, carry, candy, 

candle, castle, can’t, camp, cabin, captain, cannot, 
calender, capital. 
cake, easel, case^, care, careful, careless, carefully, 
calm, card, call, cause, scatter, scale, scarcely, 31 

Mid. 

ca 
/ k / broadcast, occasion, educate, education, locate, escape, 

indicate, recall, because, American, local, practically, 12 
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End. 

ca 

/ k / America, Africa, 2 

Ini. 

CO 

/ k / cold, coat, coast, coal, coin, cook, cool, cow, count, 

corn, court, come, combine, command, compare, complete, 

companion, committee, community, comfort, common, comma, 

commerce, comfortable, company, connect, conclude, 

control, contain, concern, consent, condition, continue, 

consider, considerable, confidence, confident, collect, 

collection, correct, copy, college, cotten, colony, 

coffee, conversation, color, cover, couple, cousin, 

country, could, couldn't, corner, 54 

Mid. 

CO 

/ k / score, become, chocolate, record, according, recover, 

discover, discovery, accompany, record, recognize, 

welcome, accomplish, 13 

B. Exceptions:  (0) 

24. The letter £ is often sounded similar to the in jump when it 

precedes the letters jL or e^. 

A. Conforming Words: (37) 

Ini. 

/ i / gentle, gentleman, general, generally, 4 

Mid. 

£e 

/ j / danger, dangerous, passenger, vegetable, suggest, 

suggestion, largely, 7 7 
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End. 

£e 
/ j / age, stage, range, change, strange, engage, arrange, 

charge, large, college, baggage, manage, advantage, 

average, orange, marriage, village, knowledge, judge, 19 

Mid. 

sk 
/ j / engine, imagine, region, religion, religious, 

engineer, original, 7 

B. Exceptions:.   (11) 

Ini. 

£e 
/ 8 / get, 1 

Mid. 

/ % / anger, forget, eager, finger, together. 

Ini. 

Z.1 
/ g / give, gift, girl, 

Mid. 

/ g / begin, beginning, 

25. When ght is seen in a word, £h is silent. 

A. Conforming Words:. ....   

Mid. 

5 

3 

2 

. (24) 

fiht 
It/ brightly, eighty, eighth, eighteen, daughter, mighty, 6 
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End. 

£ht 
/ t I sight, right, night, might, fight, light, knight, 

bright, flight, slight, delight, tonight, eight, 
weight, ought, thought, height, straight, 18 

B. Exception:   (0) 

26. When a word begins kn, the k is silent. 

A. Conforming Words:  (7) 

kn 
/ n / know, knee, knock, knife, knight, knowledge, 
unknown, 7 

B. Exceptions:.    (0) 

27. When a word begins with wr, the w is silent. 

A. Conforming Words:     (4) 

write, writer, written, wrong, 4 

B. Exceptions:  (0) 

28. When two of the same consonants are side by side one is heard. 

A. Conforming Words:  (232) 

Mid. 

bb 
/ b / rabbit, 1 

Mid. 

cc 
/ k / account, accomplish, occur, accompany, occupy, 

according, occasion, 7 

Mid. End. 

dd d 
/ d / address, sudden, middle, / d / add, 4 



95 

Mid. 

ff 

/ f / traffic, effect, suffer, office, difficult, effort, 
sufficient, coffee, affect, affair, afford, offer, 
official, different, officer, difference, difficulty, 17 

End. 

ff 

/ f / stuff, off, 2 

Mid. 

SB. 
/ 8 / baggage, struggle, 2 

Mid. 

11 

/ 1 / allow, hollow, yellow, fellow, follow, million, really, 
hello, shilling, dollar, collect, college, valley, 
spelling, fully, usually, carefully, finally, excellent, 
willingness, collection, following, especially, willingly, 
naturally, generally, practically, actually, 28 

End. 

ii 

/ i / they111, you111, still1, still2, small, smell, shall, 
shell, she’ll, fall, call, tall, wall, hall, ball, 
till, mill, kill, hill, will1, will2, hill, bill, 
well , well2, tell, sell, we’ll, bell, he’ll, roll, 
doll, pull, full, I’ll, ill, all, 37 

Mid. 

mm 
/ m / summer, command, commerce, common, comma, committee, 

community, immediate, immediately, 9 

Mid. 

nn 

/ n / beginning, funny, penny, connect, tennis, dinner, 
manner, announce, cannot, 9 
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Mid. 

££ 
/ p / appoint, upper, supper, appease, suppose, support, 

appear, supply, happy, apply, apple, appoint, 
approach, happily, happiness, opposite, appearance, 
opportunity, disappoint, disappear, happen, appeal, 22 

Mid. 

rr 
/ r / quarrel, sorrow, narrow, borrow, arrange, marriage, 

arrive, current, carry, cherry, worry, marry, hurry, 
merry, correct, sorry, tomorrow, occurrence, terrible, 
surround, 20 

Mid. 

ss 
« ■■ ■■ c* 

I or I Russian, passion, message, passage, issue, lesson, 
vessel, blosson, classroom, assure, assume, Russia, 
possess, professor, passenger, expression, discussion, 
possession, possible, possibly, impossible, necessary, 
necessity, association, successful, 25 

End. 

ss 
/ s / possess, progress, process, careless, unless, discuss, 

express, business, darkness, across, bless, pressl, 
press^, grass, glass, dress, class, mass, pass, less, 
missl, miss^, happiness, willingness, success, 25 

Mid. 

tt 
/ t / settle, better, latter, bitter, butter, letter, better, 

matter, battle, little, cattle, button, pattern, pretty, 
scatter, bottle, cotton, bottom, written, attack, 
attempt, attend, attitude, 23 

End. 

tt 
/ t / mitt, 1 
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B. Exception:  (7) 

Hid. 

cc 

/k-s/ success, successful, succeed, accept, accident, 5 

Mid. 

/g-j/ suggest, suggestion, 2 

29. When a word ends in ck it has the same last sound in look. 

A. Conforming Words;  (23) 

lack, pack, back, track, attack, black, neck, deck, check, 

kick, trick, thick, stick, quick, sick, sock, cock, shock, 

block, stock, clock, knock, o*clock, 23 

B. Exceptions: (0) 

30. In most two-syllable words, the first syllable is accented. 

A. Conforming Words: (521) 

-r: ev-er, pow-er, eld-er, own-er, cov-er, nev-er, lat-er, 

tow-er, low-er, oth-er, farm-er, work-er, lead-er, read-er, 

prop-er, flow-er, teach-er, broth-er, wheth-er, weath-er, 

leath-er, gath-er, rath-er, moth-er, writ-er, lov-er, 

for-raer, cor-ner, mur-der, cham-ber, whis-per, quar-ter, 

chap-ter, daugh-ter, shoul-der, neigh-bor, stran-ger, 

o-ver, mat-ter, shel-ter, scat-ter, wan-der, dan-ger, 

won-der, cen-ter, fin-ger, ren-der, num-ber, mem-ber, 

win-ter, sum-mer, sup-er, pow-der, sil-ver, suf-fer, man-ner, 

din-ner, sis-ter, mas-ter, let-ter, but-ter, bet-ter, 

lat-ter, un-der, or-der, pa-per, wa-ter, ea-ger, af-ter^, 

af-ter2, en-ter, of-fer, up-per, an-ger, sol-dier, 

nei-ther, far-ther, fur-ther, ei-ther, fa-ther, an-swer, 

sail-or, hon-or, col-or, 

har-bor, doc-tor, ma-jor, ba-bor, mo-tor, fa-vor, au-thor, 

dol-lar, sug-ar, 93 
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-y: cloud-y, stead-y, eight-y, might-y, stud-y, read-y, heav-y, 

dirt-y, dust-y, eas-y, pit-y, cit-y, bod-y, var-y, ver-y, 

lil-y, ver-y, cop-y, bus-y, an-y, 

mon-ey, hon-ey, jour-ney, val-ley, 

ful-ly, ear-ly, tru-ly, dai-ly, high-ly, hard-ly, near-ly, 

fair-ly, loud-ly, slow-ly, sure-ly, late-ly, like-ly, 

great-ly, clear-ly, quick-ly, large-ly, quiet-ly, bright-ly, 

scarce-ly, on-ly, (ho-ly, love-ly) 

duty, fif-ty, emp-ty, par-ty, for-ty, six-ty, pret-ty, 

trea-ty, beau-ty, nine-ty, safe-ty, plen-ty, thir-ty, 

twen-ty, 

cher-ry, mar-ry, wor-ry, car-ry, mer-ry, hur-ry, sor-ry, 

eve-ry, sto-ry, glo-ry, 

can-dy, la-dy, pen-ny, fun-ny, hap-py, ar-my, ba-by, 

fan-cy, sim-ply, coun-try, an-gry, hun-gry, wor-thy, 84 

-C+le no-ble, ta-ble, dou-ble, trem-ble, trou-ble, a-ble, 

un-cle, cir-cle, mid-dle, can-dle, han-dle, i-dle, 

sin-gle, strug-gle, tem-ple, cou-ple, peo-ple, ap-ple, 

sim-ple, ti-tle, gen-tle, cas-tle, set-tie, bat-tie, 

lit-tle, whis-tle, bot-tle, 27 

-ture (ure, sure) 

fu-ture, na-ture, pic-ture, fea-ture, crea-ture, mea-sure, 

fig-ure, treas-ure, pleas-ure, 9 

-ing cloth-ing, train-ing, build-ing, spell-ing, lead-ing, 

feel-ing, meet-ing, din-ing, com-ing, liv-ing, go-ing, 

dy-ing, dur-ing, morn-ing, noth-ing, eve-ning, shil-ling, 17 

-al (cial, tral, ral, nal, etc.) 

re-al, mor-al, met-al, usu-al, roy-al, tri-al, di-al, 

to-tal, lo-cal, fi-nal, so-cial, spe-cial, jour-nal, 

cen-tral, 14 

-tion (ion, sion) 
na-tion, mo-tion, sec-tion, sta-tion, por-tion, men-tion, 

ques-tion, ac-tion, fash-ion, un-ion, pas-sion, mil-lion, 

re-gion, 13 

-ment move-ment, judg-ment, mo-ment, 3 

-ness dark-ness, busi-ness 2 
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-less care-less, 1 

-not (nft) 

can-not, is-n’t, should-^t, would-n’t, could-^t, 

were-n't, have-n't, was-n't, did-n’t, had-n't, has-nft, 

does-n^, 12 

-ern (tern) 

mod-ern, north-ern, south-ern, west-ern, east-ern, 

pat-tern, 6 

-ful use-ful, care-ful, aw-ful, 3 

-ship friend-ship, wor-ship, 2 

-ish Brit-ish, fin-ish (pub-lish, fur-nish, En-glish,) 5 

-ance bal-ance, (dis-tance, sub-stance, in-stance, en-trance) 5 

-ant pleas-ant, gi-ant, (dis-tant, in-stant, ser-vant, mer-chant) 6 

-ence pres-ence, sci-ence (sen-tence, si-lence) 4 

-ent pres-ent-^-, pres-ent^, par-ent, (stu-dent, ab-sent, 

si-lent, re-cent, pa-tient) 8 

-ous (pre-cious, fa-mous) 2 

-tain moun-tain, foun-tain, cur-tain, cap-tain, cer-tain, 5 

-day Sun-day, Mon-day, Tues-day, Wednes-day, Thurs-day, 

Fri-day, Satur-day, 7 

-en doz-en, sev-en, gold-en, heav-en, kitch-en, chick-en, 

threat-en, (o-pen, writ-ten, cho-sen, bro-ken, of-ten, 

lis-ten, gar-den, sud-den, hap-pen, e-ven^, e-ven^, 18 

-on li-on, pris-on, wag-on (sea-son, per-son, par-don, les-son, 

rea-son, a-pron) 9 

-in ru-in, Lat-in, cous-in, 3 

-an wom-an, (Chris-tian, hu-man) 3 

-tive na-tive, ac-tive, 2 
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-dom wis-dom, free-dom, sel-dom, 3 

-est lat-est, eld-est, for-est, hon-est (har-vest) 5 

-et tick-et, 

se-cret) 

po-et, qui-et, pock-et, (mar-ket, bas-ket, 

7 

-it prof-it, cred-it, spir-it, hab-it, vis-it, lim-it. 6 

-ic (traf-fic, pub-lic) 2 

-il civ-il. dev-il, 2 

-tice no-tice, jus-tice, prac-tice. 3 

-ist art-ist, 1 

Compound words: 

out-side, house-hold, class-room, broad-cast, break-fast, 

black-board, birth-day, good-by, some-one, some-thing, 

some-times, some-where, base-ball, some-what, foot-ball, 

sun-shine, day-time, bed-room, sea-side, rail-road, 

rail-way, Christ-mas, 22 

Twin consonants: 

rab-bit, bag-gage, of-fice, cof-fee, ef-fort, col-lege, 

vil-lage, hol-low, fol-low, fel-low, yel-low, hel-lo, 

com-mand, com-merce, com-ma, ten-nis, mar-riage, cur-rent, 

nar-row, sor-row, bor-row, quar-rel, ves-sel, Rus-sia, 

mes-sage, blos-som, com-mon, pas-sage, 28 

Others: 

pro-gress, pro-cess, cus-tom, for-eign, au-tumn, o-cean, 

or-gan, for-ward, for-tune, ob-ject, per-fect, pri-vate, 

vol-ume, min-ute, rec-ord, de-tail, corn-fort, sec-ond^, 
sec-ond^, pal-ace, con-duct, dis-trict, is-sue, hand-some, 

A-pril, sys-tem, mad-am, en-gine, mod-el, sur-face, prom-ise, 

man-age, A-sia, sub-ject, pur-pose, al-bum, al-most, pen-cil, 

lan-guage, pur-chase, hus-band, Au-gust, se-ries, Eu-rope, 

mu-sic, al-ways, or-ange, em-pire, is-land, En-gland, in-to, 

po-em, there-fore, shad-ow, wel-come, cour-age, meth-od, 

splen-did, sev-enth, lev-el, dra-ma, stan-dard, thou-sand, 

trav-el, knowl-edge, pro-gram, pro-blem, pro-duct, ser-vice, 

e-qual, e-vil, vir-tue, may-be, but-ton, cli-mate, win-dow, 

cot-ton, val-ue, cab-in, 79 
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B. Exceptions:  (206) 

a- a-bove, a-bout, a-cross, a-dopt, a-fraid, a-gainst, 
a-gain, a~gree, a-head, a-live, a-loud, a-larm, a-long, 
a-mong, a-mount, a-part, a-side, a-sleep, a-void, a-way, 
a-wake, 21 

in- in-form, In-vite, in-side, in-quire, in-stead, in-deed, 
in-vent, in-clude, in-crease, in-tend, in-sist. 11 

re- re-mark, re-move, re-call, re-veal, re-main, re-fuse, 
re-serve, re-peat, re-sult, re-quest, re-quire, re-duce, 
re-ceive, re-gard, re-spect, (re-cord, re-port) re-ply, 18 

ex- ex-cept, ex-pect, ex-cite, ex-cuse, ex-pense, ex-ist, 
ex-change, ex-claim, ex-press. 9 

de- de-feat, de-mand, de-pend, de-fend, de-gree, de-clare, 
de-stroy, de-vote, de-light, de-sign, de-part, de-sire, 
de-cide, de-scribe, de-lay, de-ny, de-fense, 17 

be- be-gin, be-tween, be-sides, be-fore, be-low, be-hind, 
be-long, be-cause, be-yond, be-come, be-lieve, be-side, 12 

pro- pro-duce, pro-vide, pro-pose, pro-ceed, pro-test, 
pro-tect, 6 

con- con-clude, con-cern, con-tain, con-trol 4 

per- per-mit, per-haps, per-form, per-cent, 4 

dls- dis-ease, dis-play, dis-cuss. 3 

sup- sup-ply, sup-pose, sup-port. 3 

suc- suc-ceed, suc-cess. 2 

com- com-pare, com-bine, com-plete. 3 

un- un-less, un-known, un-til. 3 

at- at-tend, at-tempt, at-tack. 3 

to- to-ward, to-day, to-night. 3 
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pre- pre-pare, pre-sent, pre-fer. 3 

con- con-nect, con-sent. 2 

mis- mistake. 1 

en- en-joy, en-gage, en-tire. 3 

di- di-rect, di-vide. 2 

af- af-fair, af-ford, af-fect. 3 

ad- ad-mire, ad-vice, ad-mit, 3 

ap- ap-pease, ap-point, ap-peal, ap-ply, ap-proach, 
ap-pear, 6 

se- se-cure, se-lect, 2 

as- as-sume, as-sure, 2 

ar- ar-rive, ar-range. 2 

ob- ob-tain, ob-serve, 2 

with- with-in, with-out. 2 

e- e-nough, e-vent, e-lect, 3 

im- im-prove 1 

-teen thir-teen, thir-teenth, four-teen, four-teenth, fif-teen, 
fif-teenth, six-teen, six-teenth, eigh-teen, eigh-teenth, 
nine-teen, nine-teenth, 12 

-self (selves) 
your-self, it-self, my-self, her-self, him-self, 
our-selves, them-selves, 7 

Others: 
o-bey, o’-clock, u-nite, ac-cept, ac-count, al-low, 
al-though, an-nounce, ef-fect, em-ploy, es-cape, 
oc-cur, up-on, ho-tel, Ja-pan, Ju-ly, lo-cate, ma-chine, 
po-lice, Chi-na, Chi-nese, cor-rect, sur-prise, for-get, 
cre-ate, pos-sess, sug-gest, col-lect, 28 
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31. If in, re, ex, de, or be, is the first syllable in a word, 

it is usually unaccented. 

A. Conforming Words: (106) 

a- a-bout, a-bove, a-cross, a-dopt, a-fraid, a-gree, a-gain, 

a-gainst, a-head, a-live, a-lone, a-loud, a-long, a-larm, 

a-mount, a-part, a-sleep, a-side, a-void, a-wake, a-way, 

A-mer-i-ca, A-mer-i-can, 23 

in- in-side, in-tend, in-forra, in-vent, in-vite, in-crease, 

in-quire, in-clude, in-stead, in-deed, in-tro-duce, 

in-di-vid-u-al, in-ter-na-tion-al, in-de-pend-ent, 14 

re- re-gard, re-spect, re-port, re-cord, re-ceive, re-quire, 

re-lief, re-cov-er, re-quest, re-sult, re-serve, re-fuse, 

re-move, re-mark, re-turn, re-main, re-veal, re-call, 

re-la-tion, re-mem-ber, re-lig-ion, re-mem-ber, re-lig-ious,23 

ex- ex-pect, ex-cite, ex-change, ex-cept, ex-pense, ex-plain, 

ex-cuse, ex-ist, ex-press, ex-am-ine, ex-am-ple, ex-act-ly, 

ex-pres-sion, ex-pe-ri-ence, 14 

de- de-scribe, de-sire, de-cide, de-clare, des-troy, de-lay, 

de-ny, de-fend, de-pend, de-mand, de-feat, de-part, de-gree, 

de-light, de-sign, de-fense, de-ter-mine, de-vel-op, 

de-liv-er, De-cem-ber, 20 

be- be-side, be-lieve, be-come, be-gin, be-cause, be-long, 

be-hind, be-low, be-tween, be-fore, be-sides, be-gin-ning, 12 

B. Exceptions: (19) 

a- a-ble, A-pril, A-sia, a-pron, 4 

in- in-to, in-stant, in-stance, in-ter-est, in-dus-try, 5 

re- re-al, re-cent, re-gion, re-cent-ly, re-al-ly, re-al-ize, 6 

ex- ex-cel-lent, ex-cer-cise, 2 

de- de-tail, de-fense, 2 

32. In most two-syllable words that end in a consonant followed by 

_y, the first syllable is accented, and the last is unaccented. 
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A. Conforming Words: (80) 

ly largely, scarcely, safely, nearly, surely, loudly, fairly, 

lately, quietly, greatly, brightly, hardly, clearly, highly, 

quickly, truly, fully, simply, lovely, holy, daily, likely, 

early, only, lily, 25 

ty city, party, beauty, duty, pity, pretty, twenty, forty, 

sixty, mighty, thirty, fifty, treaty, ninety, dusty, 

empty, eighty, dirty, plenty, 19 

dy somebody, study, steady, lady, ready, nobody, cloudy, body, 

candy, 9 

ry very, marry, 

vary, story, 

merry, cherry 

hungry, angry 

, carry, sorry, 

, every, glory. 

worry, bury, 

country. 15 

ny any, funny, penny. 3 

£X happy, copy, 2 

sy easy, busy, £1 fancy, by baby. 4 

my army, n. heavy, thy worthy. 3 

B. Exceptions:  (3) 

ly. apply, reply, supply, 3 

33. One vowel letter in an accented syllable has its short sound. 

A. Conforming Words: (455) 

/ a / ac-tive, al-bum, ab-sent, an-ger, af-ter, an-swer, 
an-gry, ap-ple, rab-bit, bag-gage, hap-pen, pas-sage, 

bal-ance, can-not, had-n't, man-age, cap-tain, Lat-in, 

pal-ace, yal-ley, mad-am, wag-on, hab-it, has-n* t 

cab-in, yal-ue, car-ry, nar-row, mar-ry, cas-tle, 

can-dle, cat-tie, bat-tie, han-dle, lan-guage, 

mas-ter, pat-tern, man-ner, mat-ter, mar-riage, 

pas-sion, bas-ket, hap-py, fan-cy, can-dy, lag-ter, 

dra-ma, hand-some, shad-ow, traf-fic, tray-el, stan-dard, 

fash-ion, prac-tice, scat-ter, chap-ter, rath-er, 

class-room, black-board. 
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de-mand, at-tack, per-haps, Ja-pan 

com-mand, 

na-tion-al, av-er-age, al-pha-bet, Af-ri-ca, af-ter-ward, 

af-ter-wards, an-l-mal, av-e-nue, ac-cl-dent, at-ti-tude, 

bas-ket-ball, dan-ger-ous, sac-ri-fice, fac-to-ry, 

Sat-ur-day, rap-ld-ly, sal-a-ry, sat-is-fy, fam-i-ly, 

nat-u-ral, cal-en-dar, yal-u-able, cap-1-tal, pas-sen-ger, 

grand-mo-ther, char-ac-ter, prac-tl-cal, trav-el-er, 

grand-fa-ther, ex-am-ple, ex-am-ine, im-ag-lne, I-tal-ian, 

com-pan-lon, At-lan-tic, es-tab-lish, ad-yan-tage, 

ex-act-ly, un-der-stand, 

ac-tu-al-ly, nat-u-ral-ly, Jan-u-a-ry, prac-ti-cal-ly, 

man-u-fac-ture, dem-o-crat-ic, un-der-stand-ing, 

in-ter-na-tion-al, 111 

en-gine, en-ter, ef-fort, em-pire, en-trance, ev-er, 

fel-low, hel-lo, ten-nis, mes-sage, yes-sel, sec-ond, 

dey-il, met-al, cen-tral, sec-ond, mer-ry, yer-y, 

sey-enth, lev-el, tem-ple, set-tie, gen-tle, yel-low, 

sev-en, mem-ber, cen-ter, men-tion, sen-tence, les-son, 

sel-dom, pen-cil, sec-tion, wel-come, rec-ord, pen-ny, 

ren-der, ney-er, bat-ter, let-ter, bed-room, emp-ty, 

eld-er, spe-cial, pre-clous, pres-ent, pres-ence, 

cred-lt, pres-ent, meth-od, trem-ble, twen-ty, plen-ty, 

shel-ter, west-ern, cher-ry, wheth-er, splen-dld, 

spell-lng, 

e-lect, ex-pect, de-fend, ex-cept, de-pend, pro-tect, 

pre-sent, ho-tel, un-less, at-tempt, re-spect, af-fect, 

at-tend, pro-test, ex-press. In-vent, my-self, di-rent, 

cor-rect, your-self, her-self, per-cent, for-get, 

it-self, pro-gress, ef-fect, pos-sess, him-self, col-lect, 

sug-gest, suc-cess, con-nect, con-sent, ac-cept, 

ed-i-tor, ed-u-cate, ex-cel-lent, ex-er-cise, en-e-my, 

el-e-phant, el-e-ment, ey-i-dence, tel-e-phone, 

reg-u-lar, 

sev-er-al, ben-e-fit, gen-er-al, sep-a-rate, rec-og-nize, 

ter-ri-ble, yes-ter-day, cen-tu-ry, gen-tle-man, 

sey-en-ty, mem-o-ry, twen-ti-eth, pres-i-dent, 

for-ey-er, how-ev-er, when-ey-er, what-ey-er, in-ven-tion, 

pos-ses-sion, col-lec-tion, sug-ges-tion, at-ten-tion, 

ad-yen-ture, pro-fes-sor, de-yel-op, re-mem-ber, e-lev-en, 

to-geth-er, di-rect-ly, di-rec-tion, suc-cess-ful, 

ex-pres-sIon, 
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rep-re-sent, 

el-e-va-tor, Feb-ru-a-ry, sec-re-ta-ry« tel-e-vi-sion, 

veg-e-ta-ble, veg-e-ta-ble, gen-er-al-ly, nec-es-sa-ry, 

A-mer-i-ca, A-mer-1-can, ex-per-l-ment, ne-ce-si-ty, 

es-pe-cial-ly, de-vel-op-ment, In-de-pend-ent, 

rep-re-sent-a-tlve, 143 

/ in-to, in-stant, in-stance, is-sue, is-n't, mil-lion, 

dis-trict, fin-ish, civ-il, min-ute, liv-ing, mid-dle, 

sin-gle, sim-ple, lit-tle, lim-it, vis-it, win-dow, 

vil-lage, wis-dom, din-ner, bit-ter, dis-tant, dis-tance, 

did-n't, lis-ten, six-ty, lil-y, pit-y, fif-ty, cit-y, 

sim-ple, win-ter, fin-ger, sil-ver, fig-ure, pic-ture, 

tick-et, pris-on, spir-it, writ-ten, shil-ling, Brit-ish, 

whis-tle, whis-per, chick-en, kitch-en, Christ-ian, 

Christ-mas, 

in-sist, ad-mit, ex-ist, un-til, per-mit, with-in, be-gin, 

It-a-ly, in-flu-ence, In-di-a, In-di-an, in-ter-est, 

in-dus-try, in-di-cate, dif-fer-ent, min-is-ter, sim-i-lar, 

cit-i-zen, lib-er-ty, his-to-ry, vic-to-ry, dif-fer-ence, 

dif-fi-cult, prin-ci-ple, prin-ci-pal, pris-on-er, 

will-ing-ness, will-ing-ly, 

suf-fi-cient, of-fi-cial, con-di-tion, ad-di-tion, 

re-li-gious, re-li-gion, po-si-tion, di-vi-sion, 

com-mit-tee, con-tin-ue, con-sid-er, de-liv-er, 

be-gin-ning, fa-mil-iar, o-pin-ion, po-lice-man, 

dic-tion-a-ry, mil-i-ta-ry, dif-fi-cul-ty, ac-tiv-ity, 

con-sid-er-able, o-rig-i-nal, in-di-vid-u-al, 

sci-en-tif-ic, 101 

/ o / of-ten, ob-ject, of-fer, or-ange, of-fice, fol-low, 

bot-tom, col-lege, com-ma, com-mon, cot-ton, vol-lume, 

cof-fee, mod-el, hon-est, bor-row, sor-row, hol-low, 

bot-tle, com-merce, dol-lar, sor-ry, for-est, con-duct, 

bod-y, cop-y, mod-ern, hon-or,-prom-ise, prod-uct, 

blos-som, prof-it, pock-et, prob-lem, prop-er, doc-tor, 

knowl-edge, a-dopt, be-yond, up-on, o'-clock, 

oc-cu-py, of-fi-cer, pos-si-ble, pos-si-bly, fol-low-ing, 

pop-u-lar, col-o-ny, hol-i-day, hos-pi-tal, con-fi-dence, 

con-ti-nent, prob-a-ble, choc-o-late, prob-a-bly, 

prop-er-ty, ac-com-plish, im-pos-si-ble, 58 
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u 

/ u / un-cle, up-per> un-der, sud-den, but-ton, hun-dred, 

cur-rent, hur-ry, Rus-sian, sub-stance, sun-shine, 

cus-tom, Sun-day, sun-ny, sum-mer, su-per, jus-tice, 

pub-lic, hus-band, pub-lish, sub-ject, hun-gry, 

but-ter, suf-fer, judg-ment, dust-y, stud-y. 

strug-gle, re-suit, dis-cuss, pro-due-tion, 

dis-cus-sion, 32 

B. Exceptions:. . . . . *  (159) 

/ a / ji-ble, A-sia, a-pron, A-pril, op-er-a-tion, 

sit-u-£-tion, as-so-ci-£-tion, 7 

C+a 

/ a / na-tive, pa-tient, na-tion, fa-mous, ta-ble, ma-jor, 

la-bor, fa-vor, na-ture, pa-per, ba-by, la-dy, 

ra-di-o, fa-vor-ite, foun-da-tion, dic-ta-tion, 

re-la-tion, in-vi-ta-tion, in-for-ma-tion, pop-u-la-tion, 

ed-u-ca-tion, con-ver-sa-tion, oc-ca-sion, po-ta-to, 

or-gan-i-za-tion, ex-am-i-na-tion, (fa-ther) 27 

a-1 

/ o / al-most, al-so, al-ways, re-call, 4 

a-w 

/ 6 / aw-ful, 1 

a-r 

/ ar / ar-my, bar-vest, par-don, mar-ket, par-ty, gar-den, 

art-ist, far-ther, har-bor, farm-er, hard-ly, 

dark-ness, a-part, a-larm, de-part, re-mark. 
re-gard, ar-ti-cle, de-part-ment, 19 

/ ar / var-y, par-ent, var-i-ous, 3 

/ or / to-ward, 1 

w-a 

/of wa-ter, was-n't, wan-der, 3 

a-y 

la./ to-day, a-way, de-lay, may-be, day-time. 5 
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a-n 

/ e / an-y, an-y-one, an-y-thing, an-y-bod-y, 4 

Others 

/ 5 / lat-er, dan-ger, cham-ber, stran-ger. 4 

e 

/ i / e-qual, e-vil, e-ven^, e-ven^. 4 

C+e 

/ i / se-cret, re-gion, re-cent, he-ro, re-al, re-cent-ly, 

the-o-ry, the-a-ter, i-de-a, re-al-ly, re-al-ize, 

im-me-dl-ate, Eu-ro-pe-an, im-me-di-ate-ly, 14 

/ i / se-rl-ous, pe-rl-od, su-pe-rl-or, ex-pe~rl-ence, 

ma-te-rl-al, 5 

e-r 

fur/ Ger-ma-ny, cer-tain-ly, de-ter-mine, 

u-ni-ver-si-ty. 4 

Others 

/<ypo/ news-pa-per, / e / com-plete-ly, 2 

/ i / En-glish-raan, 1 

C+i 

/ I / si-lent, tl-tle, fi-nal, is-land, si-lence, di-al, 

li-on, gi-ant, bi-cy-cle, li-bra-ry, di-a-mond, 

fi-nal-ly, so-ci-e-ty, li-bra-ry, di-a-mond, 

fi-nal-ly, 16 

i-r 

fur/ cir-cle, cir-cum-stance, 2 

f Ivf en-tire-ly 1 

C+o 

/ o / rao-tion, ho-ly, to-tal, mo-ment, no-bod-y, 
Oc-to-ber, 6 

o+C 

/ u / oth-er-wise, com-pa-ny, won-der-ful, com-fort-able, 

gov-er-nor, gov-ern-ment, re-cov-er, dis-cov-er, 

dis-cov-ery, an-oth-er, ac-com-pa-ny, 11 
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/ on/ pow-er-ful, 1 

£”r 

/ or / ac-cord-lng, im-por-tance, im-por-tance. 

or-dl-na-ry, 4 

/or/ to-mor-row, au-thor-i-ty, ma-jor-i-ty, 3 

jj- 

/yoo/ u-su-al-ly, 1 

G+u   
/yoo/ nu-mer-ous, cu-rl-ous, rev-o-lu-tion, 

com-mu-ni-ty, 4 

u-r 
/ ur / fur-nl-ture, oc-cur-rence, 2 

34. When or is seen in the last syllable that is not 

accented the long sound of e^ is heard. 

A. Conforming Words:     .(148) 

lx _ 
/ le / sim-ply, lil-y, ear-ly, tru-ly, dai-ly, high-ly, 

hard-ly, hear-ly, fair-ly, loud-ly, slow-ly, sure-ly, 

love-ly, late-ly, like-ly, great-ly, clear-ly, 

quick-ly, large-ly, quiet-ly, bright-ly, scarce-ly, 

ful-ly, on-ly, ho-ly, ex-act-ly, It-a-ly, u-su-al-ly, 

di-rect-ly, prob-a-bly, com-plete-ly, cer-tain-ly, 

re-cent-ly, re-al-ly, fi-nal-ly, en-tire-ly, hap-pi-ly, 

pos-si-bly, will-ing-ly, eas-i-ly, care-ful-ly, 

rap-id-ly, fam-i-ly, es-pe-cial-ly, gen-er-al-ly, 

nat-u-ral-ly, ac-tu-al-ly, prac-ti-cal-ly, 

im-me-di-ate-ly, 49 

tZ _ 
/ te / cit-y, pit-y, dust-y, dirt-y, might-y, eight-y, 

du-ty, fif-ty, emp-ty, par-ty, for-ty, six-ty, 

trea-ty, beau-ty, nine-ty, safe-ty, plen-ty, 

thir-ty, twen-ty, pret-ty, sev-en-ty, prop-er-ty, 

quan-ti-ty, qual-i-ty, lib-er-ty, ac-tiv-i-ty, 

ne-ces-si-ty, so-ci-e-ty, va-ri-e-ty, au-thor-i-ty, 

ma-jor-i-ty, dif-fi-cul-ty, com-mu-ni-ty, 

u-ni-ver-si-ty, op-por-tu-ni-ty, 35 
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IZ _ 
/re/ bur-y, ver-y, var-y, glo~ry, sto-ry, coun-try, 

an-gry, cher-ry, mar-ry, wor-ry, car-ry, mer-ry, 

hur-ry, sor-ry, sal-a-ry, his-to-ry, vic-to-ry, 

Jan-u-a-ry, nec-es-sa-ry, fac-to-ry, sec-re-ta-ry, 

Feb-ru-a-ry, dic-tion-ary, in-dus-try, mem-o-ry, 

cen-tu-ry, the-o-ry, 11-bra-ry, dis-cov-ery, 

mil-i-ta-ry, or-di-na-ry, eve-ry, 32 

dy 
/ de / bod-y, read-y, stud-y, stead-y, cloud-y, can-dy, 

la-dy, some-body, no-bod-y, al-read-y, eve-ry-bod-y, 

an-y-bod-y, 12 

ny 
/ ne / an-y, pen-ny, fun-ny, hap-py, Ger-ma-ny, col-o-ny, 

com-pa-ny, ac-com-pa-ny, 8 

EL _ _ 
/ pe / cop-y, hap-py, /me/ ar-my, en-e-my, 4 

Ci _ 22. _ thx _ 

/ sy / fan-cy, / ve / hea-vy, /the/ wor-thy, 3 

EL _ 
/cl hon-ey, Mon-ey, val-ley, mon-key, jour-ney, 5 

B. Exceptions:   (2) 

1Z _ £Z, _ 
/ fl / sat-is-fy, /pi/ oc-cu-py, 2 

35. When ture is the final syllable in word, it is unaccented. 

A. Conforming Words:    (8) 

-ture 

/ch9i/ pic-ture, fea-ture, na-ture, fu-ture, crea-ture, 

. man-u-fac-ture, fur-ni-ture, ad-ven-ture, 8 

B. Exceptions:   (0) 

36. When tion is the final syllable in a word, it is not accented. 

A. Conforming Words: (28) 
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-tion 

/sh.9iV men-tion, sec-tion, ac-tion, sta-tion, por-tion, 

na-tion, mo-tion, foun-da-tion, re-la~tion, 

pro-duc-tion, ad-di-tlon, at-ten-tion, in-ven-tion, 

dic-ta-tion, dl-rec-tion, po-si-tion, col-lec-tion, 

con-di-tion, con-ver-sa-tion, re-vo-lu-tion, 

in-vi-ta-tion, pop-u-la-tion, sit-u-a-tion, 

op-er-a-tlon, ed-u-ca-tlon, ex-am-i-na-tion. 

or-gan-i-za-tion, as-so-ci-a-tion, 28 

B. Exceptions:. .....     (0) 

37. In many two-and-three syllable words, the final e^ lengthens 

the vowel in the last syllable. 

A. Conforming Words:. .     (64) 

AC 

a. 

/ a / ar-range, en-gage, es-cape, lo-cate, cre-ate, 

mis-take, ex-change, 7 

e_ 
f e I com-plete, Chi-nese, Jap-a-nese, (be-lieve, re-ceive, 

dis-ease,) 6 

i 

111 de-scribe, com-bine, sur-prise, out-side, pro-vide, 

• a-side, a-live, u-nite, de-side, ex-cite, de-sire, 

ar-rive, re-quire, in-quire, en-tire, in-vite, 

di-vide, ad-vice, in-side, be-side, ad-mire, 21 

o^ 
/ o / sup-pose, de-vote, a-lone, 3 

_u 

l($po/ in-clude, ex-cuse, as-sume, con-clude, pro-duce, 

re-duce, in-tro-duce, con-ti-nue, 8 

UNAC 

a_ 

/ a / air-plane, in-di-cate, ed-u-cate, sep-a-rate, 

aer-o-plane. 5 
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e 

/ e / com-mit-tee, 1 

i 

/ I / sea-side, sun-shine, day-time, em-pire, other-wise, 
re-al-ize, ex-er-cise, sac-ri-fice, rec-og-nize, 9 

o 

/ O / tel-e-phone, 1 

u 
/yoo/ vol-ume, at-ti-tude, av-e-nue, 3 

B. Exceptions: (88) 

AC 

a 

/ a / de-clare, pre-pare, 2 

e 
/ e / ex-pense, de-fense, 2 

/ ur/ pre-serve, ob-serve, 2 

i 

/ i / ma-chine, mag-a-zine, po-lice, 3 

o 
/ oo / re-move, im-prove, /or/ be-fore, / u / be-come, 4 

u 
/oor/ as-sure, se-cure, 2 

UNAC 

a ^ 
/ i / vil-lage, lan-guage, bag-gage, man-age, cour-age, 

mas-sage, pas-sage, av-er-age, ad-van-tage, 9 

/ i / cli-mate, pri-vate, choc-o-late, 3 

/ 3 / sub-stance, bal-ance, in-stance, dis-tance, 
cir-cum-stance, im-por-tance, ap-pear-ance, 7 7 
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f 1 / o-range, / i / pur-chase, / 3 / sur-face, 

/ 3 / val-u-a-ble, 

e 
/ 3 / pre-sence, sen-tence, si-lence, con-fi-dence, 

in-flu-ence, ev-i-dence, dif-er-ence, dif-fer-ent, 

si-lent, oc-cur-rence, 

<w/ 

/If knowl-edge. 111 col-lege, / 3 / com-merce, 

. O 

/ er / some-where, eve-ry-where. 

3 

1 

10 

3 

2 

/ ± f jus-tice, ser-vice, of-fice, prac-tice, no-tice, 

/ i / na-tive, ac-tive, 

>•/ 

/ i / en-gine, im-ag-ine, de-ter-mine, ex-am-ine, 

111 fa-vor-ite, op-po-site, 111 prom-ise. 

5 

2 

4 

3 

£ 
f or f there-fore, 1 

/ u / an-y-one, eve-ry-one, wel-come, / 9 / pur-pose, 4 

/ 3 / Eu-rope, 1 

/ 3 / crea-ture, pleas-ure, treas-ure, pic-ture, na-ture, 

fu-ture, meas-ure, fur-ni-ture, ad-ven-ture, 9 

/ 9 / for-tune. 111 min-ute, / y3 / fig-ure 3 

Double vowels: 

111 mar-riage, / ou / an-nounce, / o / be-cause. 3 

38. If the first vowel in a word is followed by two consonants, 

the first syllable usually ends with the first of the two. 

A. Conforming Words:   . .(391) 

Twin consonants 
bb rab-bit. 1 
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cc ac-count, suc-cess, suc-ceed, ac-cept, ac-ci-dent, 

ac-cess-ful, ac-com-plish, oc-cu-py, oc-ca-sion, 

ac-com-pany, oc-cur, 11 

dd sud-den, mid-dle, ad-di-tion, 3 

ff traf-fic, ef-fect, suf-fer, cof-fee, ef-fort, of-fice, 

af-fect, af-fair, af-ford, of-fer, of-fi-cial, 

dif-fer-ence, dif-fer-ent, of-ficer, dif-ficult, 

suf-fi-cient, dif-fi-culty, 17 

bag-gage, sug-gest, sug-ges-tion, 3 

11 hol-low, mil-lion, fol-low, fel-low, yel-low, col-lect, 

vil-lage, al-low, hel-lo, shil-ling, dol-lar, col-lege, 

val-ley, ful-ly, col-lection, fol-low-ing, 16 

mm im-me-di-ate, im-me-di-ate-ly, com-merce, com-mand, 

com-mon, com-ma, com-mit-tee, com-mu-ni-ty, sum-mer, 9 

nn can-not, ten-nis, din-ner, man-ner, an-nounce, fun-ny, 

pen-ny, con-nect, 8 

pp ap-peal, hap-pen, ap-point, up-per, sup-per, ap-pease, 

sup-pose, sup-port, ap-pear, hap-py, hap-pi-ness, 

hap-pi-ly, op-po-site, ap-pear-ance, op-por-tu-ni-ty, 15 

rr sur-round, sor-ry, cor-rect, hur-ry, mer-ry, quar-rel, 

sor-row, nar-row, bor-row, ar-range, mar-riage, ar-rive, 

cur-rent, car-ry, cher-ry, wor-ry, mar-ry, ter-ri-ble, 

oc-cur-rence, 19 

ss as-sure, blos-som, ves-sel, les-son, is-sue, pas-sage, 

mes-sage, pas-sion, Rus-sian, as-sume, Rus-sia, pos-sess, 

pos-si-bly, pos-si-ble, pos-ses-sion, pas-sen-ger, 

as-so-ci-a-tion, 17 

tt at-tend, at-tempt, at-tack, writ-ten, bot-tom, pret-ty, 

cot-ton, bot-tle, scat-ter, pat-tern, but-ton, mat-ter, 

let-ter, but-ter, bit-ter, bet-ter, bat-ter, at-ten-tion, 

at-ti-tude, 19 

C+V+r- 

har-vest, par-don, mar-ket, gar-den, har-bor, cer-tain, 

cer-tain-ly, ser-vice, per-fect, per-cent, per-form, 
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per-haps, per-mit, per-son, ser-vant, Ger-ma-ny, vir-tue, 

cir-cum-stance, for-mer, for-get, for-ward, for-tune, 

por-tlon, cor-ner, wor-ship, fur-ni-ture, pur-pose, 

fur-nish, sur-face, mur-der, mur-mur, 31 

in- in-tend, in-sist, in-form, in-vent, in-vite, in-side, 

in-quire, in-stead, in-deed, in-stance, in-ven-tion, 

in-tro-duce, in-dus-try, in-di-cate, In-di-an, 

in-de-pend-ent, in-for-ma-tion, in-vi-ta-tion, 

in-di-vid-u-al, in-ter-na-tion-al, In-di-a, in-to, 

in-stant, 23 

con- con-sent, con-duct, con-tain, con-cern, con-ti-nue, 

con-ti-nent, con-sid-er, con-fi-dence, con-di-tion, 

con-ver-sa-tion, con-sid-er-a-ble, 11 

com- corn-bine, com-pare, com-fort, com-pa-ny, corn-pan-ion, 

com-fort-a-ble, 6 

ex- ex-pense, ex-cuse, ex-cite, ex-pect, ex-cel-lent, 

ex-per-i-ment, 6 

en- en-gine, en-gi-neer, en-tire, en-gage, en-joy, en-ter, 6 

im- im-por-tance, im-pos-si-ble, im-por-tant, 3 

es- es-tab-lish, es-cape, es-pe-cial-ly, 3 

ad- ad-mire, ad-vice, ad-van-tage, ad-mit, ad-ven-ture, 5 

dis- dis-cuss, dis-tant, dis-cov-er, dis-cov-ery, 

dis-cus-sion, dis-tance, 6 

1 2 af- af-ter , af-ter , af-ter-ward, af-ter-wards, af-ter-noon, 

Af-ri-ca, 6 

ac- ac-tive, ac-tion, ac-tivity, ac-tual-ly, ac-cord-ing, 5 

or- or-gan, or-gan-i-za-tion, or-der, or-di-nar-y, 4 

un- un-til, un-der, un-der-stand, un-der-stand-ing, un-less, 5 

prac- prac-tice, prac-ti-cal-ly, prac-ti-cal, 3 

pub- pub-lish, pub-lic, 2 
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sub- sub-ject, sub-stance, 2 

prin- prin-ci-pal, prin-ci-ple, 2 

mis- mis-take 1 

sec- sec-re-tary, sec-tion, 2 

jour- jour-nal, jour-ney, 2 

ar- ar-my, ar-ti-cle, 2 

al- al-most, al-so, (al-bum) 3 

die- dic-ta-tion, dic-tion-ar-y, 3 

C+V+n (m) - 

wan-der, dan-ger, cham-ber, pen-cil, won-der, lan-guage, 

mon-key, cen-tury, cen-ter, dan-ger-ous, won-der-ful, 

men-tion, sen-tence, fin-ger, ren-der, num-ber, mem-ber, 

win-ter, stan-dard, stran-ger, twen-ti-eth, foun-da-tion, 

quan-ti-ty, splen-did, 24 

-tain moun-tain, foun-tain, cap-tain, cur-tain, ob-tain, 

foun-tain-head, 6 

-self (selves) 

our-selves, them-selves, my-self, her-self, him-self, 

it-self, your-self, 7 

-ful aw-ful, 1 

-y lil-y, an-y, cop-y, bur-y, ver-y, var-y, stud-y, read-y, 

bod-y, cit-y, pit-y, heav-y, cloud-y, stead-y, eas-y, 

bus-y, al-read-y, 17 

-C+V+r 

whis-per, mas-ter, quar-ter, chap-ter, sis-ter, an-ger, 

thir-ti-eth, 7 

-dom sel-dom, wis-dom, 2 

-ture pic-ture, 1 
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-teen thir-teen, thir-teenth, four-teen, four-teenth, fif-teen, 

fif-teenth, six-teen, six-teenth, 8 

-tion ques-tion, 1 

Compound words 

rail-way, rail-road, out-side, grand-fa-ther, hand-some, 

bed-room, break-fast, day-time, broad-cast. Mon-day, 

Sun-day, Tues-day, 12 

Others 

his-to-ry, lis-ten, fac-to-ry, doc-tor, sol-dier, 

wel-come, is-land, ab-sent, ob-serve, em-pire, hos-pi-tal, 

shel-ter, sil-ver, cus-tom, jus-tice, pow-der, vic-to-ry, 

of-ten, hus-band, shoul-der, rep-re-sent, Feb-ru-a-ry, 

bas-ket, At-lan-tic, yes-ter-day, 25 

B. Exceptions: (59) 

C+le ti-tle, i-dle, ta-ble, trou-ble, dou-ble, cou-ple, 

no-ble, peo-ple, 8 

th oth-er-wise, moth-er, leath-er, wea-ther, wheth-er, 

meth-od, with-out, with-in, broth-er, gath-er, 

rath-er, noth-ing, au-thor, au-thor-i-ty, ei-ther, 

nei-ther, fa-ther, 17 

ch ma-chine, 1 

sh fash-ion, 1 

ck pock-et, chick-en, tick-et, 3 

a- a-gree, a-fraid, a-cross, a-sleep, A-pril, 5 

Prefixfroot 

re-spect, re-ply, 

ex-pres-sion, ex-pe-ri-ence, 

pro-gress, pro-gram, 

de-clare, de-gree, 

be-tween, 

se-cret, 10 

Compound words 

through-out, Wednes-day, 2 
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C+y eve-ry, sto-ry, glo-ry, ba-by, ho-ly, trea-ty, Ju-ly, 
la-dy, du-ty, beau-ty. 10 

Others 
knowl-edge, 11-bra-ry, 2 

39. If the first vowel sound in a word is followed by a single 
consonant, that consonant usually begins the second syllable. 

A. Conforming Words:.   (212) 

a- a-ble, a-live, a-head, a-gainst, a-gain, 
a-bove, a-bout, a-lone, a-loud, a-way, a 
a-side, a-part, a-mong, a-mount, a-larm, 
A-sia, A-mer-i-ca, A-mer-i-can, 

a-dopt, a-bove, 
-wake, a-void, 
a-long, 

23 

e- e-lect, e-ven, e-nough, e-qual, e-vent, 
e-lev-en. 

e-ven, e-vil. 
8 

i- i-ron, i-dea, I-tal-ian, 3 

o- o-bey, o-cean, o-pen, o-ver, o-pin-ion, o-rig-i-nal. 6 

u- u-nite, u-ni-ver-si-ty, 2 

de- de-tail, de-fense, de-feat, de-mand, de-pend, de-fend, 
de-ny, de-lay, de-cide, de-sire, de-part, de-sign, 
de-light, de-vote, de-ter-mine, de-vel-op, de-liv-er, 
De-cem-ber, de-part-ment, de-vel-op-ment, 20 

di- di-al, di-vide, di-rect, di-vi-sion, di-rec-tion, 
di-a-mond, di-rect-ly, 7 

be- be-side, be-lieve, be-come, be-yond, be-cause, be-long, 
be-hind, be-low, be-fore, be-sides, be-gin, be-gin-ning, 12 

po- po-lice, po-lice-man, po-si-tion, po-ta-to, 4 

re- re-move, re-gion, re-cent, re-call, re-veal, re-mark, 
re-main, re-turn, re-fuse, re-serve, re-peat, re-sult, 
re-quest, re-lief, re-quire, re-ceive, re-duce, re-cord. 
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re-port, re-gard, re-cent-ly, re-al-ly, re-lig-ion, 

re-lig-ious, re-mem-ber, re-la-tion, re-cov-er, re-al, 

re-al-ize, 

se- se-eure, se-ries, se-ri-ous, se-lect, 

fa- fa-vor, fa-mil-iar, fa-mous, fa-vor-ite, 

na- na-ture, na-tive, na-tion, na-tion-al, 

to- to-day, to-ward, to-mor-row, to-tal, 

mo- mo-tion, mo-ment, mo-tor, 

au- au-to-mo-bile, Au-gust, au-tumn, 

si- si-lent, si-lence, 

Others 

ra-di-o, la-bor, ma-jor, va-ri-e-ty, pa-tient, 

wa-ter, pa-per, ma-te-ri-al, no-tice, no-body, lo-cal, 

go-ing, Eu-rope, ea-ger, lo-cate, Eu-ro-pe-an, fi-nal, 

fu-ture, fi-nal-ly, pe-ri-od, to-geth-er, ne-ces-si-ty, 

he-ro, so-cial, gi-ant, li-on, to-night, hu-man, 

so-ci-e-ty, ho-tel, Ja-pan, ru-in, mu-sic, cu-ri-ous, 

nu-mer-ous, av-er-age, su-pe-ri-or, 

pre- pre-pare, pre-fer, pre-sent, pre-cious, 

pro- pro-test, pro-tect, pro-ceed, pro-fes-sor, pro-cess, 

pro-pose, pro-vide. 

Others 

sci-ence, sci-en-tif-ic, the-o-ry, the-a-ter, Chi-na, 

Chi-nese, sea-side, sea-son, fea-ture, mea-sure, 

tri-al, stu-dent, pri-vate, cre-ate, cho-sen, bro-ken, 

rea-son, qui-et, spe-cial, sta-tion, cli-mate, dra-ma, 

29 

4 

4 

4 

4 

3 

3 

2 

37 

4 

7 

22 

free-dom, crea-ture, beau-ti-ful, thou-sand. 4 

B. Exceptions: (164) 
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ex- ex-ist, ex-am-ple, ex-an-ine, ex-am-i-na-tion, 

ex-er-cise, ex-act-ly, 6 

ed- ed-i-tor, ed-u-cate, ed-u-ca-tion, 3 

Others 

an-i-mal, an-oth-er, an-y-bod-y, ar-ea, It-a-ly, 

or-ange, up-on, ev-er, im-ag-ine, el-e-ment, 

el-e-va-tor, el-e-phant, en-e-my, av-e-nue, 

Oc-to-ber, op-er-a-tion, un-lon, ev-i-dence, 18 

gov- gov-er-nor, gov-ern-ment, 2 

dis- dis-ap-pear, dis-ap-point, dis-ease, 3 

eve- eve-ry-bod-y, eve-ry-day, eve-ry-where, eve-ry-one, 

eve-ry-thing, 5 

sev- sev-en, sev-enth, sev-en-teen, sev-en-teenth, 4 

sec- sec-ond, sec-ond, 2 

Others 

for-est, hon-est, rec-ord, mod-el, wag-on, liv-ing, 

com-ing, eve-nlng, mon-ey, vol-ume, civ-11, vls-it, 

lim-it, dev-il, mag-a-zine, val-u-a-ble, pal-ace, 

man-age, bal-ance, sep-a-rate, rec-og-nize, aer-o-plane, 

win-dow, low-er, tow-er, sug-ar, doz-en, wom-an, 

din-ing, lat-er, nev-er, cov-er, par-ent, hon-ey, 

hol-i-day, ra-pid-ly, Sat-ur-day, eas-i-ly, mem-o-ry, 

sev-en-ty, sal-a-ry, col-o-ny, fln-ish, sat-is-fy, 

mil-i-ta-ry, Jan-u-a-ry, col-or, fam-i-ly, lib-er-ty, 

dur-ing, for-eign, min-ute, did-n?t, fig-ure, lev-el, 

roy-al, 56 

choc-o-late, qual-i-ty, prop-er-ty, have-^t, 

char-ac-ter, gold-en, care-ful, west-ern, care-ful-ly, 
sail-or, base-ball, care-less, busi-ness, pres-ence, 

move-ment, trav-el-er, prob-a-bly, some-bod-y, sure-ly, 

love-ly, late-ly, nine-ty, safe-ty, meet-ing, feel-ing, 
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nine-teenth, nine-teen, Brit-ish, trav-el, lead-ing, 

mean-ing, cred-it, prof-it, spir-it, prop-er, pres-ent, 

prod-uct, pris-on, pres-ent, does-nft, cous-in, 

some-where, prob-a-ble, prom-ise, cour-age, flow-er, 

shad-ow, were-n't, some-times, some-what, some-thing, 

some-one, heav-en, what-ever, when-ever, pres-i-dent, 

lead-er, read-er, 58 

train-ing, treas-ure, there-fore, house-hold, pleas-ant, 

threat-en, pleas-ure, 7 

40. If the last syllable of a word is le, the consonant proceeding 

the Iji, usually begins the last syllable, 

A. Conforming Words: (32) 

a-ble, i-dle, bi-cy-cle, no-ble, ti-tle, cir-cle, strug-gle, 

bat-tie, ap-ple, lit-tle, set-tie, bot-tle, sim-ple, whis-tle, 

cat-tie, trem-ble, tem-ple, sin-gle, can-dle, trou-ble, dou-ble, 

han-dle, mid-dle, peo-ple, cou-ple, un-cle, cas-tle, gen-tle, 

prin-ci-ple, pos-si-ble, ter-ri-ble, com-fort-a-ble, 32 

B. Exceptions:   (0) 

41. When the first vowel element in a word is followed by th, ch, 

or sh, these symbols are not broken when the word is divided 
into syllables and may go with either the first or second 

syllable. 

A. Conforming Words:   . . .     . (22) 

th south-ern, oth-er-wise, moth-er, leath-er, weath-er, 

wheth-er, meth-od, with-in, with-out, noth-ing, oth-er, 

rath-er, gath-er, broth-er, cloth-ing, fa-ther, nei-ther, 

au-thor-i-ty, au-thor, 19 

sh fash-ion, 1 

ch ma-chine, teach-er, 2 

B. Exceptions:  (0) 

42. In a word of more than one syllable, the letter v; usually goes 

with the preceding vowel to form a syllable. 
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A. Conforming Words: (20) 

nev-er, trav-el, liv-ing, sev-enth, cov-er, move-ment, eve-ning, 

have-n't, love-ly, have-en, lev-el, lov-er, eve-ry, dis-cov-er. 

dis-cov-ery, 

ac-tive, a-live, a-bove, re-ceive, ar-rive, 20 

B. Exceptions:   (24) 

e-vent, o-ver, pro-vide, di-vide, re-veal, a-void, in-vite, 

ad-vice, e-vil, e-ven1, e-ven^, pri-vate, sil-ver, in-ven-tion, 

di-vi-sion, ad-ven-ture, ad-van-tage, de-vel-op, de-vel-op-ment, 
el-e-va-tor, tel-e-vi-sion, con-ver-sa-tion, u-ni-ver-si-ty, 

in-di-vid-u-al, 24 

43. When a word has only one vowel letter, the vowel sound is likely 

to be short. 

A. Conforming Words: (296) 

a 

/ a / as, am, an, at, add, fat, fan, hat, has, cap, map, man, 

pan, can, sad, mad, bad, bag, gas, tax, cat, had, lad, 

ask, and, ant, plan, pack, last, lamp, lamb, fast, 

land, band, bath, bank^, bank^, task, vast, lack, back, 

sand, can't, cast, camp, dash, fact, taxi, hand, past, 

path, pass, mass, that^, that2, that3, than, half, drag, 

flat, flag, glad, grant, grand, plant, flash, draft, 

track, thank, that's, stand, stamp, blank, black, watch, 

catch, matchl, match^, class, shall, glass, grass, 

branch, 83 

/ e / red, yet, pet, wet, get, let, yes, net, ten, leg, bed, 

hen, pen, beg, end, egg, self, neck, rest, tent, nest, 

next, melt, let’s, lend, left, best, help, rest, west, 

send, desk, deck, cent, bend, test, when, then, them, 

step, well, tell, well, sell, bell, less, flesh, check, 

spend, bench, tenth, fence, dress, swell, smell, shell, 

bless, press1, press2, twelfth, strength, stretch, 

length, 63 

/ i / it, in, is, if, ill, lip, fix, six, mix, his, hit, 

bit, wit, him, fit, pin, win, its, it's, ink, pig. 
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sit, dig, big, kid, bid, did, tip, sin, 
milk, silk, sink, kick, sick, list, lift, kiss, sing, 
wish, with, wind, wing, pink, ring!, ring2, gift, fish, 
dish, ship, miss1, miss2, mitt, bill, fill, will1, 
will2, kill, mill, till, rich, inch, skin, trip, this, 
thin, slip, print, drink, which1, which2, trick, thing, 
think, swing, swim, stick, bring, fifth, sixth, still1, 
still2, switch, spring, string, 84 

/ o / on, of, off, job, Tom, god, log, dog, hot, top, lot, 
box, not, nod, sock, cock, lock, rock, fond, pond, 
soft, song, shop, spot, shot, doll, stop, cost, crop, 
crop, shock, knock, stock, clock, block, strong, 36 

u 
— / k/ . / u / us, bud, run, sum, fun, gun, run, sun, cup, bus, but, 

nut, cut, hut, 
dust, rush, must, jump, hunt, just, club, such, much, 
thus, shut, 
trust, lunch, brush, Dutch, stuff, 30 

B. Exceptions:.   (212) 

r - controlled 

a-r 
/ ar / art, arm, car, bar, far, yard, park, dark, farm, card, 

bark, park, mark, harm, hard, star, march, March, 
sharp, charm, start, 21 

/or/ war, warm, 2 

e-r 
/ ur / her, hers, term, clerk, 4 

i-r 
/ ur/ sir, stir, firm, bird, girl, first, shirt, third, 8 

o-r 
/or/ or, for, nor, horn, lord, sort, torn, born, corn, form, 

port, fork, forth, north, porch, short, sword, storm, 18 

/ ur / word, work, worth, world, worst. 5 
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u-r 
/Or/ fur, furn, turn, burst, church, 5 

a-1 

/ 81/ all, walk, hall, ball, wall, call, tall, fall, 
salt, talk, chalk, small, 12 

/ a / calm, 1 

^
 s

; 

o>
 

law, straw, draw, dawn, 4 

a-y 

/ S / may, lay, say, ray, pay, gay, bay. May, day, gray, 
pray, play, stay, 13 

a-h 

/ a / ah, 1 

w-a 
/ wo / was, wash, want, 3 

wh-a^ ^ 
/hwo/ what, what, what's, 3 

e-w 
[typo/ dew, new, news, few, 4 

/ 8 / sew, 1 

e-y 

/ a / they, they'd they'll, they've, 4 

*-e 

/ i / she, she's, she’ll, she'd, we, we'd, we'll, we've, 8 

/ or / 
e 

the, / e / key, / —/ type, style, 4 

i 
/ I / I, I'd, I'm, I'll, 4 

i-gh 
/ I / high, sigh, sight, fight, right, light, night, might, 

slight, flight, bright, H 11 
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i-1 

/1 / wild, child, 2 

III kind, find, wind, blind, climb, ninth, Christ, 
mind, sign. 9 

o-l 

/ O / old, folk, fold, gold, hold, cold, roll. 7 

o-w 
/ ou / bow, cow, now, how, town, down, brown, crowd, crown. 9 

/ O / low, row-1-, rowS show, slow, know, grow, flow, blow, 
glow, throw. 11 

o-y 

/ oi/ joy, boy, toy. 3 

o 

/ 3 / so, no, go, (oh) 4 

/ oo7 do^-, do^, do^, to. 4 

/ ^ / from, month, front, 3 

/ 6 / loss, long, lost, cloth, wrong. 5 

/ oo7 two, too, who, who * s, whom. 5 

loo/ wolf, / u / son, 2 

l O / both, most, won't, don'ti post, 5 

u 
loot put, push, pull, fill, bush. 5 

/ oo / truth, 1 

/ i / buy 1 

44. When there is one £ in a word that ends in a consonant, the 
e_ is usually has a short sound. 

A. Conforming Words: .(62) 
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red, yet, pet, wet, get, let, yes, net, ten, leg, bed, hen, 

pen, beg, end, egg, 

self, neck, rest, tent, nest, next, melt, let’s lend, left, 

best, help, west, send, desk, deck, cent, bend, test, when, 

then, them, step, well1, well , tell, sell, bell, less, 

press1, press^, flesh, check, spend, bench, tenth, fence, dress. 

swell, smell, shell, bless, 

twelfth, strength, stretch, length, 62 

B. Exceptions:   (21) 

e-r 

/ ur / her, hers, term, clerk, 4 

e-'w 
/yoo/ dew, new, news, few, 4 

e-y _ 

/ a / they, they’d, they’ll, they’ve, 4 

/ i / key, 1 

e 

/ e / she-11, she’s, she’d, we’d, we’ll, he's, he’d, he’ll, 8 

45. When the last syllable is the sound _r, it is unaccented. 

A. Conforming Words: .(141) 

-er flow-er, prop-er, read-er, leath-er, pow-er, ev-er, 

lead-er, work-er, tow-er, farm-er, oth-er, low-er, lat-er 

nev-er, cov-er, own-er, eld-er, weath-er, wheth-er, broth-er, 

teach-er, lov-er, gath-er, rath-er, moth-er, writ-er, 

de-liv-er, con-sid-er, trav-el-er, an-oth-er, dis-cov-er, 

re-cov-er, for-ev-er, when-ev-er, how-ev-er, to-geth-er, 

what-ev-er, pris-on-er, 38 

-C+er cen-ter, won-der, dan-ger, wan-der, shel-ter, o-ver, 

stran-ger, fin-ger, sil-ver, pow-der, win-ter, mem-ber, 

num-ber, ren-der, for-mer, cor-ner, mur-der, cham-ber, 

whis-per, quar-ter, chap-ter, daugh-ter, shoul-der, 

an-ger, en-ter, af-ter1, af-ter^, ea-ger, wa-ter, pa-per, 

or-der, un-der, mas-ter, sis-ter, pre-fer, mat-ter, scat-ter, 

sum-mer, suf-fer, sup-per, man-ner, let-ter, din-ner, 

but-ter, bit-ter, bet-ter, lat-ter, of-fer, up-per, of-fi-cer. 
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pas-sen-ger, Oc-to-ber, news-pa-per, the-a-ter, re-mem-ber, 

min-is-ter, 

char-ac-ter, De-cem-ber, 

fa-ther, el-ther, fur-ther, far-ther, nei-ther, grand-mo-ther, 

grand-fa-ther, 

an-swer, some-where, eve-ry-where, sol-dier, em-pire, 

sug-ar, 

dol-lar, sim-l-lar, reg-u-lar, cal-en-dar, pop-u-lar, 

col-or, hon-or, sail-or, su-pe-ri-or, 

doc-tor, neigh-bor, fa-vor, har-bor, ma-jor, la-bor, 

mo-tor, gov-er-nor, pro-fes-sor, el-e-va-tor, ed-i-tor, 

fig-ure, treas-ure, pleas-ure, 

fur-ni-ture, crea-ture, fea-ture, pic-ture, na-ture, 

fu-ture, ad-ven-ture, 

mur-mur, 

mea-sure, 103 

B. Exceptions: (15) 

en-tire, ad-mire, de-sire, 

com-pare, de-clare, pre-pare, 

ap-pear, dis-ap-pear, 

as-sure, 

oc-cur, 

be-fore, 

in-quire, 

en-gi-neer, 

af-fair. 

pre-fer, 15 
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