
A SURVEY OF THE 1963 PARK COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL 

GRADUATES NOT ENTERING COLLEGE 

BY 

DANIEL L. VOYICH 

Submitted in partial fulfillment of the requirements 

for the Master of Education degree 

in the Department of Education 
Montana State College 

Bozeman, Montana 

June, 1964 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

*EBS=rra 

!/ y 
C c S* 

Chapter Page 

I». INTRODUCTION  1 

The Problem  1 

The Procedures  2 

Limitations of the Study   3 

II. REVIEW OF LITERATURE  4 

III. ANALYSIS OF DATA 10 

Employment 10 

Education 13 

Reasons for not Entering College   16 

Plans to Enter College 17 

IV. SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS 19 

Summary 19 

Conclusions 20 

Recommendations 21 

BIBLIOGRAPHY   23 

APPENDIX 26 

Appendix A: Introduction Letter to Graduates .27 

Appendix B: Questionnaire Sent to Graduates   29 

Appendix C: Follow-up Letter to Graduates   32 

Appendix D: Comments of Graduates   34 

ii 



LIST OF TABLES 

Title Page 

1. How The Students, Who Did Not Enter College, Are 

Presently Occupied  10 

2. Number Of Graduates In Various Occupations   12 

3. Number Of Students In Various Salary Schedules   13 

4. Vocational Information And Guidance Services Rated 

According To The Amount Of Help Received In High 

School       14 

5. Subjects Of Most Value And Subjects Of Least Value 

As Reported By The 1963 Graduates Of Park County 

High School Who Did Not Enter College   15 

6. Reasons Given By Graduates For Not Going On To 

College   ••••••••••   17 

7# Number Of Students Who Plan To Enter College In 
The Future And The Number Who Had Planned To 

Enter College After Completing High School.   18 

iii 



CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

One of the most neglected and probably one of the most important areas 

of school operation is the follow-up studies of graduates.^ Behind all 

2 
follow-up studies should be the desire to improve the schools. The follow¬ 

up study should be a guide to action. 

Many high school graduates do not go to college. Approximately forty 

3 
percent of the graduates enter college on a full-time basis. 

An investigation of the files of Park County High School, Livingston, 

Montana, failed to reveal any record of a survey of the students graduated 

in 1963 who did not enter college. It was the desire of the writer to find 

out what these students were doing, their reasons for not going to college, 

and if they were planning to go to college. The author's desire to answer 

these questions led to the selection of the problem for this investigation. 

Statement of the Problem 

The purpose of this study was to survey the seventy-one 1963 graduates 

of Park County High School, Livingston, Montana, who did not go on to a four 

year college. The investigator had these specific questions in mind: 

1. What was the nature of their employment? 

■'"Alter, Harry M., "Ask The Graduates: Method of Curriculum Improvement, 
California Journal of Secondary Education, Vol. 32:473, December, 1957. 

2 
"Studies of High School Graduates," National Education Association 

Research Bulletin, Vol. 40:44, May, 1962. 

3 
Office of Education, Education in the United States of America, 

United States Department of Health, Education and Welfare, Washington, D.C., 

1960, p. 28. 
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2. What subjects were of most value and of least value to the 

graduates? 

3. What were their major reasons for not going to college? 

4. Are they planning to go to college in the future? 

The writer believed that such a study would benefit the Park County 

High School by revealing pertinent information concerning the above questions. 

The Board of Education may benefit from a study of this type since it will 

give them an idea as to how their policies have been working out in actual 

practice as well as giving them suggestions regarding future planning. The 

writer also felt that this study would be beneficial to the school counselors 

of Park County High School in detecting possible weaknesses in their existing 

program and planning future programs. This study will reveal how effective 

the high school had been in guiding these individuals. 

Procedure 

The first approach to the problem was to investigate the files of 

Park County High School to ascertain which students did not enter college. 

A questionnaire was formulated and mailed to those students who did 

not go on to college. Personal interviews were arranged to check on the 

validity of the responses to the questionnaire. The author personally inter¬ 

viewed 12 graduates. The author feels that the questions were answered 

frankly and without reservations. Without exception, each of the 12 stu¬ 

dents responded to the questions during the interview as they had reported 

on the questionnaire. From the results of the questionnaire and the results 

obtained through the personal interviews of the 12 students the correlation 

'was +1.00. 
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As a final step of this survey certain conclusions were drawn and 

recommendations were made. 

Limitations 

There were two limitations to this study. These were: 

1. The survey was limited to students who had graduated from Park 

County High School in 1963. Since these students were more 

readily available than previous graduating classes the author 

chose this group. The writer also felt that the responses to 

the questionnaire would tend to be more accurate because these 

students have been away from school a relatively short time. 

2. The survey was limited to the 71 graduates who did not enter a 

four year college and who comprised 53% of the graduating class. 
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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

One of the ways to find out the success of a high school is to get the 

opinion of its graduates. The graduates can tell us many things, and offer 

some suggestions about curriculum improvement. 

The National Education Association Research Bulletin of May, 1962 had 

o 
an article concerning high school graduates. This article revealed that the 

19.000 public high schools in the United States graduated approximately 

1.700.000 students in June, 1961, but not many schools are able to report in 

any detail the status of their graduates today. The number of states that 

systematically evaluate their high school graduates is also small, and only 

3 
two nationwide studies are known. A major national follow-up study of high 

school graduates was made by the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the United 

States Department of Labor concerning the October, 1960 status of the nation's 

June, 1960 high school graduates. Some of the findings were: 

1. The June, 1960 graduating class numbered 1,575,000 boys and 925,000 

girls. 

2. Nearly one of every two graduates were attending college in 

October, 1960. 

3. Of the 921,000 graduates who did not go to college 706,000 were 

in the labor market. 

•'•Alter, Harry M., "Ask the Graduates: Method of Curriculum Improvement," 

California Journal of Secondary Education, Vol. 32:473, December, 1957. 

2"Studies of High School Graduates," National Education Association 

Research Bulletin, Vol. 40:42, May, 1962. 

^Ibid_., p. 42. 
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4. Clerical,operative and kindred workers accounted for 56.3% of the 

599,000 June graduates employed, and sales workers, farmers and 

laborers accounted for a little more than 8% each. 

5. In the labor force as a whole 6.3% were unemployed in October, 

1960. Of the June, 1960 high school graduates in the labor 

4 
market, 15.2% were unemployed in October, 1960. 

Henry Knapp did a study in 1954 of 818 graduates representing 55 

Montana high schools.^ Some of his findings were: 

1. Forty-two percent of the graduates were able to meet the need for 

furthering schooling of some sort by attending business colleges, 

beauty schools, electronics institutes, schools of nursing, etc., 

as well as the regular colleges. 

2. Of the remaining group, about half still resided in their home 

community in October, 1954. Many of those who remained in the 

community were very much in the "consumer role" of dependency 

upon the parents, rather than being producers themselves. 

3. Five months after graduation, about one-sixth of the girls 

graduating were married and one-fifth of the boys were in the 

armed services. 

4. Many of the graduates were able to utilize the typing, shorthand 

and bookkeeping taught in high school by taking clerical positions. 

^Ibid., p. 43. 

^Knapp, Henry, "Whither Goest Thou, Graduate?," Montana Education, 

Vol. 31:6, May, 1955. 
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In the December, 1958, issue of Higher Education there appeared an 

6 
article concerning Kenneth J. Little’s survey of Wisconsin graduates. Mr. 

Little points out that the lack of financial means is a significant and 

deciding factor among graduates who wanted to, but did not, attend college. 

He also states that many graduates who reported being able to finance a 

college education were not making plans to attend. Parents were credited 

by the high school graduates with stronger influence than counselors or 

teachers on their plans beyond high school. Many graduates reported an 

attitude of "don’t care." 

Mr. Little also stated other factors that influenced high school grad¬ 

uates who were not contemplating entering college. The great majority of the 

graduates were planning to do what their friends were doing. Nine out of 

ten graduates who stated that high school studies were uninteresting did not 

plan on continuing their education beyond high school. Mr. Little found that 

about 40% of the graduates did not take a college preparatory course in high 

school, and that some of these graduates had plans to attend college. The 

most important reasons given by parents for their children not continuing 

school were the lack of finance and the lack of interest in school. Between 

10% to 15% of the parents felt that their children would attend college 

later. 

This study states that the jobs of girls were predominantly of cleri¬ 

cal nature and those of the boys were mostly in semi-skilled or manual labor. 

The study revealed that 55% of the boys in this type of employment expressed 

^Little, Kenneth J., "Post High School Plans of Wisconsin Youth," 

Higher Education, Vol. 15:67, December, 1958. 
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dissatisfaction with their present jobs and expected to get further training 

or education. Seventy-five percent of the girls were satisfied with their 

work. 

Mr. Little concludes that there is a strong and persistent move toward 

training and education beyond high school. He feels that the technical de¬ 

mands of the work-world and the increasing level of the general education of 

the parents contribute towards more education. 

Ralph F. Berdie and Albert B. Hood, in their article, "Changing Plans 

of High School Graduates," indicated that in 1950, 36% of Minnesota high 

school graduates expressed an intent to attend college the year following 

graduation.^ Follow-up studies showed that almost exactly the same propor¬ 

tion actually attended college. In 1961 the number of graduates planning to 

g 
attend college rose to 41%. Proportionately more boys than girls planned 

to attend college and also to enter military service. Many more girls than 

boys planned to enter the labor market, enter business school or attend other 

schools. The authors pointed out that approximately one-fifth of today's 

high school boys are planning to enter military service before seeking further 

education or employment. The authors stated that counselors must have much 

information concerning opportunities in the military services, and that further 

counseling must be made available to these boys once they have completed such 

service. 

^Berdie, Ralph F., and Hood, Albert B., "Changing Plans of High 

School Graduates," Personnel and Guidance Journal, Vol. 42:43, September, 

1963. 

8Ibid., p. 45. 
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Daniel W. Snepp in his article "A Look At A 1957 Graduating Class" 

states that for the last 21 years the Evansville Public Schools in Indiana 

9 
have conducted follow-up studies of their most recent graduating classes. 

He states that the findings of these studies have supplied valuable informa¬ 

tion concerning the number of students in college, types of colleges attended, 

employment opportunities, and vocational trends. The follow-up studies 

during the last five years revealed that more boys are entering the military 

service because they are unable to find jobs at home. Continuous follow-up 

studies can contribute valuable information to the guidance counselors and 

those who make the program of studies. 

Barber’s study of three high schools in Erie, Pennsylvania, revealed 

that "lack of finances" was the reason that 34% of the students gave for not 

entering college.-^ "Lack of academic interest" was cited by 20% of the 

graduates as being the "chief reason" for not entering college and 13% 

indicated that "preference for work" was their "chief reason" for not con¬ 

tinuing their education. 

Mr. Barber found in his survey that many high school graduates con¬ 

sider college as four long years of denial and deferment in marriage, getting 

started in a vocation, financial independence, and of continuation of parental 

control. 

^Snepp, Daniel W., “A Look At A 1957 Graduating Class," National 

Association of Secondary School Principals, Vol. 42:137, May, 1958. 

■^Barber, Leroy E., "Why Some Able High School Graduates Do Not Go 
To College," School Review, Vol. 59:95, February, 1951. 

11Ibid., p. 95. 
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The high frequency of ’’Lack of academic interest" and "Lack of serious 

purpose" as reasons for not going to college plainly indicates the need for 

motivational counseling. 

In a recent study by Shertzer and Stone of guidance services in 12 

secondary schools within a three-state area revealed that one-fourth of the 

12 
students indicated counselors had not assisted them personally in any way. 

He also found that one-third of the students reported that the guidance pro¬ 

gram had not been described, explained, or outlined to them during their 

three or four years in high school. 

12Shertzer, Bruce and Stone, Shelly C., "The School Counselor and His 

Publics: A Problem In Role Definition," Personnel and Guidance Journal, Vol. 

41:687, April, 1963. 
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CHAPTER III 

ANALYSIS OF DATA 

There were 134 students who graduated from Park County High School, 

Livingston, Montana, in June, 1963. Seventy-one of these graduates did not 

enter college in the fall of 1963. These 71 students constituted the group 

for this paper. The data for this study was obtained through the use of a 

questionnaire, shown in Appendix B, which was sent to the 71 students who 

graduated from Park County High School in June, 1963 and did not enter college. 

A total of 64 questionnaires were completed and returned. These 64 students 

who completed and returned the questionnaires constituted a 90% response. Of 

the 71 graduates not entering college 36 were men and 35 were women. 

Employment 

The data concerning how the students are presently occupied is given 

in Table 1. 

TABLE 1. HOW THE STUDENTS, WHO DID NOT ENTER COLLEGE, ARE PRESENTLY OCCUPIED. 

HOW OCCUPIED BOYS GIRLS TOTAL NUMBER 

Employed for wages, full time 12 9 21 

Employed for wages, part time 3 2 5 

Unemployed and seeking work 6 6 12 

Unemployed and not seeking work 1 1 

In Armed Forces 6 6 

Housewife 6 6 

Trade school 7 6 13 

TOTAL 34 30 64 
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There were 21 students who were employed on a full time basis. This 

accounted for 33% of the students who answered the questionnaire. Five of 

the students were employed on a part time basis. Of the 13 students who 

were unemployed, only one reported as being "unemployed and not seeking work." 

The other 12 unemployed students were in the process of seeking some sort of 

employment. Six of the boys reported they had enlisted in the Armed Forces. 

Of the six girls that had married, none were working for wages. Thirteen of 

the 64 students were attending some sort of trade school or Bible Institute. 

The question which asked about the present occupation of the graduates 

revealed that 37 of the graduates were in 18 different occupations. The type 

of employment for the graduates were those jobs requiring a minimum of edu¬ 

cation. There were six laborers, six housewives, five sales clerks, five 

servicemen, two laundry workers, and others as shown in Table 2. 

It was interesting to note the occupations of the parents of the 64 

graduates. Thirty-two fathers were employed by the Northern Pacific Rail¬ 

road and thirty-five of the mothers were housewives. Seventeen fathers were 

employed as laborers in various fields. A few of the mothers were employed 

as secretaries, nurses, and waitresses. The data revealed that the majority 

of the parents were employed at jobs requiring a minimum of education. 

The amount of pay and the number of students in each pay scale is 

shown in Table 3. 

There were 11 students who were receiving salaries between $21 and $40 

per week. A total of 9 students received between $41 and $60, while 6 stu¬ 

dents were in the $61 to $81 category. Only 4 students reported earnings 

between $81 and $100 weekly. 
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TABLE 2. NUMBER OF GRADUATES IN VARIOUS OCCUPATIONS 

OCCUPATIONS BOYS GIRLS TOTAL 

Housewife 6 6 

Laborer 6 6 

Sales Clerk 4 1 5 

Armed Forces 6 6 

Laundry Worker 2 2 

Secretary 3 3 

Auto Parts Man 2 2 

Dance Instructor 1 1 

Electrician Apprentice 1 1 

Photo Finisher 1 1 

Rancher 1 1 

Salesman 1 1 

Seamstress 1 1 

Telephone Operator 1 1 

Waitress 1 1 

TOTAL 21 17 38 
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TABLE 3. NUMBER OF STUDENTS IN VARIOUS SALARY SCHEDULES 

AMOUNT OF PAY PER WEEK BOYS GIRLS TOTAL 

$10-$20 1 1 2 

$21-$40 7 4 11 

$41-$60 5 4 9 

$61-$80 4 2 6 

$81-$100 4 4 

TOTAL 21 11 32 

Of the 37 graduates who indicated that they were engaged in some 

occupation, only 14 reported that they had received help in obtaining their 

jobs. The most frequently mentioned sources of assistance in obtaining jobs 

were the unemployment bureau, friends, parents, and the high school assistant 

principal. Twenty-three reported receiving no help in obtaining their job. 

In response to the question which asked the graduates how well satis¬ 

fied they were with their occupation, 17 reported they were "highly satis¬ 

fied," while 15 revealed they were "satisfied" with their occupation. Only 

five students reported they were dissatisfied with their occupation. 

Education 

In the questionnaire the graduates were asked to give some indication 

as to the amount of help they received in regards to vocational information 

and guidance while they were attending Park County High School. The re¬ 

sponses to this question is revealed in Table 4. 

Of the 60 students that answered this question, 18 felt that the help 

that they received in vocational information and guidance was "extremely 
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TABLE 4. VOCATIONAL INFORMATION AND GUIDANCE SERVICES RATED ACCORDING TO 

THE AMOUNT OF HELP RECEIVED IN HIGH SCHOOL. 

DEGREE OF HELP TOTAL 

Extremely Helpful 18 

Some Help 16 

Very Little Help 14 

Did Not Have Any Help In School 12 

helpful." Sixteen reported that they did receive "some help" and 14 re¬ 

ported they received "very little help." The other 12 graduates revealed 

that they "did not have any help in school." 

In the questionnaire the graduates were asked to list the subjects 

which they felt were of most value to them and also to list those subjects 

which in their opinion were of least value. These subjects are listed with 

their frequency of mention in Table 5. 

Since many of the students gave more than one subject as being of 

most value or of least value each student may appear in the tabulation more 

than once. 

Mathematics was listed as the subject of most value 24 times and of 

least value 8 times. Twenty-two indicated that typing was the subject of 

most value and no one reported typing as being the subject of least value. 

English was rated third as it was listed 20 times as being the subject of 

most value and 10 times as the subject of least value. Shorthand was ranked 

the fourth subject of most value with 14 students selecting it. History 

was ranked first as the subject of least value by 12 students. 
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TABLE 5. SUBJECTS OF MOST VALUE AND SUBJECTS OF LEAST VALUE AS REPORTED BY 
THE 1963 GRADUATES OF PARK COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL WHO DID NOT ENTER COLLEGE. 

SUBJECTS MOST VALUE LEAST VALUE 

Mathematics 24 8 

Typing 22 

English 20 10 

Shorthand 14 1 

Bookkeeping 12 2 

History 9 12 

Home Econimics 6 1 

Mechanical Drawing 6 

Science 6 4 

Chemistry 5 

Psychology 5 

Physics 4 

Shop 3 

Agriculture 2 

Biology 1 2 

Law 1 

Music 1 

Art 3 

Physical Education 3 

Civics 2 

Latin 1 
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Reasons For Not Entering College 

There are many factors, in addition to academic ability and achieve¬ 

ment, which play a part in determing whether or not a high school graduate 

continues his education. 

,rLack of finances” was the reason most often given by the Park County 

High School graduates for not going on to college. In most of the surveys 

that were reviewed by the author the lack of finances was a major factor in 

preventing students from continuing their education. 

Twenty-seven graduates of Park County High revealed that "lack of 

finances" was the reason for not going on to college. Most of these stu¬ 

dents are employed presently. The "preference for work" was ranked second 

with 22 students checking this reason. The desire to go to a trade school 

was given as a reason by 20 students. Of the 20 that "decided to go to 

trade school," 13 were presently attending a trade school. 

There were 13 students who felt that their grades were too low to go 

on to college. "Preference for marriage" was used as a reason by 12 stu¬ 

dents. Ten students indicated that "lack of academic interest" was a major 

reason for not going on to college. Other reasons for not going to college 

are shown in Table 6. 

Many of the students gave more than one reason for not going to college. 

Therefore, each student may appear in the tabulation more than once. 

The graduates were given an opportunity to give reasons for not 

entering college that were not listed. Also the graduates had an opportu¬ 

nity to give comments or opinions concerning education, their employment or 

their future plans. Some of their statements are very interesting. The 
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TABLE 6. REASONS GIVEN BY GRADUATES FOR NOT GOING ON TO COLLEGE 

REASONS BOYS GIRLS TOTAL 

Lack of Finances 11 16 27 

Preference For Work 10 12 22 

Decided To Go To Trade School 11 9 20 

Feeling That Grades Were Too Low 5 8 13 

Preference For Marriage 12 12 

Lack of Academic Interest 4 6 10 

Lack of Serious Purpose 3 2 5 

Lack of College Requirements 1 3 4 

Preference For Freedom of Parental 
Control 1 1 

Physically Handicapped 1 1 

Courses Not Offered 1 1 

statements in Appendix D are listed exactly as they were written on the 

questionnaires. 

Plans To Enter 1 

Table 7 shows the number of students 

College 

who are planning to enter col- 

lege in the future, and the number who had planned to enter c ollege when 

they completed their high school training, but did not do so. Twenty stu- 

dents indicated that they are planning to enter college in the future. Of 

the 58 students responding to this question, 38 reported that they are not 
« 

planning to go to college in the future. Seventeen students had planned to 

enter college after graduation but for various reasons did not do so. 
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TABLE 7. NUMBER OF STUDENTS WHO PLAN TO ENTER COLLEGE IN THE FUTURE AND THE 
NUMBER WHO HAD PLANNED TO ENTER COLLEGE AFTER COMPLETING HIGH SCHOOL. 

BOYS GIRLS 
Yes No Yes No 

Are you planning to enter college in 

the future? 15 15 5 23 

Did you plan to enter college when you 
completed your high school training? 9 21 8 20 

Forty-one students did not plan on entering college after graduation. 

More boys than girls reported having plans to enter college in the 

future. Fifteen boys plan to go to college in the future, while only 5 

girls plan to do so. 
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CHAPTER IV 

SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

The findings of the author are summarized and some conclusions are 

drawn regarding the status of graduates of Park County High School who did 

not go on to college. Recommendations based on this study are presented. 

Summary 

There were 134 students who graduated from Park County High School, 

Livingston, Montana, in June, 1963. Seventy-one of these graduates did not 

enter a four year college in the fall of 1963. These 71 students composed 

the group for this paper. 

In this study seventy-one students constituting 53% of the 1963 

graduating class of Park County High School, Livingston, Montana, who did 

not go on to college were polled by means of a questionnaire and personal 

interviews to ascertain answers to the following questions: 

1. What was the nature of their employment? 

2. What subjects were of most value and of least value to the grad¬ 

uates? 

3. What were their major reasons for not going to college? 

4. Are they planning to go to college in the future? 

A summary of the 64 questionnaires returned and 12 personal inter¬ 

views conducted revealed that only 21 of these students were employed on a 

full time basis, 5 were employed part time, 12 were unemployed and seeking 

work, one was unemployed and not seeking work, 6 were in the Armed Forces, 

6 were housewives, and 13 were going to a trade school. This indicates 

that 30% of those not going to college or trade school had no earning power 
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at the time of this study. The percentage meeting the need for further 

schooling by going to a trade school of some type is largely the same as 

that on a statewide basis. Those graduates who were employed either part or 

full time were in occupations which have minimal educational requirements. 

Eighty percent of the employed graduates were receiving weekly salaries 

ranging from $21 to $80. 

Subjects of most value as reported in the returned questionnaires 

were mathematics listed 24 times, typing listed 22 times, and English listed 

20 times. These three subjects accounted for 47% of the total listed as of 

most value. The subjects listed as of least value were history with 12, 

English with 10, and mathematics with 8 listings. Of the subjects listed 

as of least value these three accounted for 61% of the listings. 

The major reasons given for not going to college are listed in order 

of decreasing frequency: 

1. Lack of finances. 

2. Preference for work. 

3. Desire to go to a trade school rather than to a college. 

4. High school grades too low. 

5. Preference for marriage. 

A total of 20 graduates indicated that they had plans to enter a 

college at some time in the future. Boys made up 15 of these 20 and girls 

made up 5. 

Conclusions 

The following conclusions were drawn, based on the responses of the 

1963 graduates of Park County High School who did not enter college: 
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1* Follow-up studies are of value to the school in that they are use 

ful in evaluating the school program. 

2. Twenty percent of the students who graduated in 1963, and did not 

go on to college, were unemployed six months later. 

3. Most jobs held by the employed graduates were of a type which had 

minimal educational requirements. 

4. History, English, and mathematics were cited most often by the 

graduates as being subjects of least value. 

5. Mathematics, typing, and English were cited most often by the 

graduates as being subjects of most value. 

6. Twenty percent of the graduates did not receive any vocational 

information or guidance while attending Park County High School. 

7. Over 30% of the students who had planned to enter college after 

being graduated did not do so. 

8. The reasons given by Park County High School graduates for not 

continuing their education are the same as those indicated by other gradu¬ 

ates in studies conducted throughout the United States. 

9. One-third of the graduates indicated an interest in furthering 

their education beyond the high school level at some future date. 

Recommendations 

The following recommendations became evident during the course of 

the investigation: 

1. The number of students who indicated that they received no voca¬ 

tional information or guidance in high school suggests the need for a more 

thorough guidance and counseling program. 
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2. The school should broaden its scope of electives to include, or 

otherwise provide for, training in skills marketable immediately upon gradu¬ 

ation, 

3. The fact that the students listed history, English, and mathe¬ 

matics as being of least value indicates that reasons should be sought to 

explain and measures taken to alleviate this situation, 

4. The high frequency of ,flack of academic interest” and of "lack of 

serious purpose" as reasons for not going to college reveals the need for 

motivational counseling. 

5. Financial barriers to continued education might be offset by 

early contacts with parents and pupils to motivate them to start a long¬ 

time family savings program. 

6. A continuous follow-up study of every class graduated would be 

of benefit to the school in improving its program and in counseling its 

students 
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Appendix A 

Introduction Letter to Graduates 
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P. 0. Box 410 

Livingston, Montana 

December 8, 1963 

Dear   

In partial fulfillment of the requirements for the Master of 

Education degree in the Department of Education at Montana State College 

I am conducting a survey of the seventy-one 1963, graduates of Park 

County High School who did not enter a four year college. Your reply to 

this questionnaire will aid me in writing this research paper. 

You will find a self-addressed envelope for the purpose of 

returning the questionnaire. I hope that you will help me by filling 

out this questionnaire and returning it as soon as possible. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel L. Voyich 
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QUESTIONNAIRE 

DIRECTIONS: 

can and return your 

1. Name   
(Last) 

Please answer as many of the following questions as you 

answer in the envelope provided for this purpose. 

(First) (Middle) 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

Address      
(Street) (City) (State) 

Marital Status: Single   Married   

Sex: Male   Female   

What is your father's occupation?    

What is your mother's occupation?    

What is your occupation?    

How are you now occupied? 

 Employed for wages, full time 

 Employed for wages, part time 

 Unemployed and seeking work 

 Unemployed and not seeking work 

 In Armed Forces 

 Housewife 

What is your weekly wage? 

 $10 to $20  $61 to $80 

 $21 to $40  $81 to $100 

 $41 to $60  Over $100 

Did any one help you obtain your job?  Yes 

If your answer is yes, who helped you get your job? 

How well are you satisfied with your job? 

 Highly satisfied 

 Satisfied 
Dissatisfied 
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12. To what extent has the vocational infomation and guidance you received 

in high school been helpful to you? 

 Extremely helpful 

 Some help 

 Very little help 

 Did not have any in school 

13. What do you consider your most valuable high school subject or subjects? 

14. What do you consider your least valuable high school subject or subjects? 

15. Are you planning to enter college in the future?  Yes  No 

16. Did you plan to enter college when you completed your high school 

training?  Yes  No 

17. What are your reasons for not going to college? (Please check any or 

all the reasons below that apply specifically to you.) 

 Lack of finances 

 Lack of academic interest 

 Lack of serious purpose 

 Lack of college requirement 

 Preference for marriage 

 Preference for work 

 Preference for freedom from parental control 

 Feeling that grades too low 

 Decided to go to trade school 

 Other (Add any reasons not listed'*.) 

If you have any additional comments or opinions concerning your employ¬ 

ment, high school education, or future plans, please include them in the 

space provided. These comments will be kept in strict confidence. 
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P;, 0. Box 410 

Livingston, Montana 
March 22, 1964 

Dear  , 

Because I have not received a reply to my letter of January 14, 1964, 

I assume you are busy. 

Because this research is in partial fulfillment of the requirements 

for a graduate degree at Montana State College in Bozeman, my graduate 

committee has established some deadlines for me to meet. 

It would be greatly appreciated if you could expedite the return of 

the enclosed questionnaire before April 5th. 

Yours very truly, 

Daniel L. Voyich 
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1; I preferred to enter the business world and am particularly interested 

in secretarial work. There also was a financial problem. 

2; I feel that I did not get the complete education in subjects like 

English and Math. I'm poor in grammar, I never did get the full satis¬ 

faction of learning it thoroughly to the point that I would come out and 

remember it. I would like to get an education in a skilled field, but 

first I need finance. 

3. Felt I was not mature enough in my thinking and reasoning. That in¬ 

stead I would be worrying about my social status instead of my career. 

Must conquer one battle before recklessly plunging forward to another. 

4. Am very happy with my present occupation and will most certainly make 

the very most of it, but I feel that when in high school our counselors 

looked upon us as either A-B-C-D or F bracket instead of as individuals 

with individual personalities and problems. As I look back I am certain 

that I would have made a better attempt at better grades if my counselors 

had given me more support and confidence in myself. This, I feel, is 

where many of us needed an outstretched hand. This is where our im¬ 

maturity took over; not being able to see the future clearly and not 

making the most of what was offered to us. 

5. I feel that I can learn in the service what I want to know for my 

occupation much better than I could in college. 

6. I am planning to go to work and thus saving money to go to a Business 

College this coming fall then enter a 4 year college and major in 

Business Administration or teaching. 

7. Wanted to enlist in the Air Force. 
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8. I should have applied myself more in my school work. I wish I would 

have realized how important it is to build up your knowledge. 

9. I'm attending Billings Business College now, and eventually after I 

get out of school, I plan to be married. 

10. I feel that I can get more out of a business education in a business 

school than a four-year college. 

11. I did not go to a four year college because I felt I needed more 

training and instruction in the Bible first. I may go to a 4 year 

college after I graduate from Bible School in 2 more years. 

12. Not sure what subject to major in. 

13. I am attending Bible School which is considered College level. 

14. The main reason for not going to college was that none of the colleges 

in Montana had the courses I wanted. I was planning to be a teacher 

of Special Education (Mental Retardation). The only school even having 

some courses was Eastern Montana College. I was not satisfied with the 

school as far as atmospher, teachers, etc. I am planning to move to 

Arizona and there they have schools dealing with this kind of education. 

I have looked into schools of this kind and feel they can give much 

more than any school her in Montana. 

15. I am planning on marriage in April, at which time I will move to White 

Sulphur Springs and begin duties as a full-time housewife. 

16. My entrance application was accepted at St. Patrick School of Nursing 

and I had every intention of going until my engagement in August. My 

fiancee was opposed to my entering a 3 or 4 year program, and so, I 

started working here instead. While I'm looking forward to our marriage, 

I'll always regret not going on to school. 
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17. I am in a radio school to get a 1st class radio, telephone operators 

license to obtain a job in a radio station in Montana. 

18. I believe my high school education will help me in obtaining a better 

job, especially the typing, shorthand and bookkeeping. In the future 

if possible I would like to enter a beauty school or possibly a 

Business College. But so far I am undecided. 

To me the help offered and test by the Employment Agency was of no 

value, because when it came right down receiving a job they helped 

none. It was all a waste of time to some of my friends and myself. 

All that was offered us was baby sitting and dishwashing. No one 

needs those tests to become a dishwasher, etc. 

19. Park High is sorely lacking in psychology and sociaology courses. 

What is offered is incomplete. I sometimes feel cheated by what 

little was offered. M-.S’.d. should apply a little pressure on B.C'.H.S'. 

to get then to beef up the schooling in these two subjects. 

20. I feel that if you can get a good paying and highly satisfactory job 

my merely graduating from high school college is a waste of not only 

time and money unless you want to become more skilled in your work, 

then trade school would be fine. 

21. I felt I needed a better background and further maturity as far as 

settling down and working hard at college. 

22. I was only 17 when I finished high school. I hadn*t yet decided on a 

career, and I couldn't get a job that paid enough for me to make 

definite plans for college, so here I am in the service. 

23. I decided that I should not depend on my parents' finance to get me 

through a four-year college. 
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24. In addition to lack of finances for a college education, I feel that a 

great deal of time is being wasted. Why go to a four year college when 

I can get the essential business education at a business school in one 

year? 

25. I thought that I knew exactly what I wanted and got an ideal chance to 

go into ranching. I gave up the idea of going on to college for this. 

I do not regret it but I do believe that furthering my education would 

be very helpful. Someday I intend to. 

26. As I am handicapped I hoped to go to a trade school or find work I 

was capable of doing. So far I haven’t found a school or work. 

27. I feel that electrician apprentice training is equal to 4 years of 

college. 

28. That Park County or Livingston could have a trade school. 


