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NEED 

This study is concerned with a portion of youth which 

are characteristically labeled as: incorrigibles, ungovern-

ables, truants and runaways, behaviors that would not be 

regarded as wrongdoing if committed by an adult. These 

behaviors that do not involve any direct threat to public 

safety, are today generally regarded as nuisance behav

iors."'' These nuisances however account for at least half 

2 and perhaps as much as two thirds of juvenile court time. 

What is unfortunate is that 75% of the girls and 25% of the 

boys who end up in detention facilities have been charged 

3 with these offenses. Of these children, most are frequent

ly placed in these secure facilities as a means of asserting 

social control - of reinforcing the authority of parents and 

school officials and reinforcing conventional norms of 

sexual behavior.^ 

A dilemma appears in what to do for these children. 

Their reactions to turmoil and crisis are engaged by a large 

number of youths, but for a variety of reasons, come to the 

attention of the authorities. One group of child welfare 

workers felt that, "The point of entry into the system was 



largely a matter of accident or of arbitrary factors 

5 unrelated to the problems of the youth." This presents 

real and often serious problems. Some children suffer 

inappropriate placements as a result of ambiguity in the 

courts' decision making process. "Some youngsters who might 

cause harm to others in the future often are treated more 

firmly that those who already have caused harm; youngsters 

who are guilty of truancy (regardless of how bad their 

school may be) or of refusing to obey parental orders (no 

matter how unreasonable the orders or how abusive the 

parents) may be punished as harshly as those convicted of 

robbery, murder and rape - for example, by incarcerating 

g 
them in the same barbarous institutions." 

The placement of a child in detention or shelter is 

drastic action. "To remove children from their homes - to 

place them temporarily in publicly or privately operated 

shelters or group or foster homes, or to terminate parental 

rights altogether - poses agonizing and momentous problems 

7 of choice." In the problem of choice some consider that, 

"It is doubtful that the law is capable with the facilities 

available of managing except in a very gross sense, so 

delicate and complex a relationship as that between parent 

and child, nor is the law better able to manage the 

g 
relationship between child and school." 

To protect the best interests of the child, society may 

need to reorient its thinking and alter its institutional 



responses to reflect a greater tolerance of low-level 

deviancy, demanding that the socialization of our young be 

an obligation of the whole society, as well as the family, 

rather than the court. 

This proposes a need for a place which focuses on 

helping youth through what is avowedly a turbulent period 

for all young people; the transition of youth to adulthood, 

while trying to settle the most severe differences that 

strain parents and the community. 

The home has long been considered the cornerstone of 

our society where much of the socialization of our young 

dwells. However, significant ways in which the family has 

aided youth in transition to adulthood in the past have 

diminished. "Contrary to popular belief the family is not 

destroying itself. What is destroying the family is the 

9 indifference of the rest of society," and while society 

is indifferent to his needs, the child will fluctuate 

between hope and despair. 

Without support some families, like individuals, 

collapse under the pressures of living in our society. 

Therefore "new environments must be created to enable 

families to do what they do better than anyone else. Young 

people and adults need to be able to enter each others' 

worlds." 



PROPOSAL 

The proposed facility will provide a place for those 

children and their parents, who at times need to reunite 

upon conflicts. It will be a gathering place where the 

child's action of running away from home or ungovernability 

can be presented under the hopefully concerned care of a 

counselor, in relationship with parental or legal reaction. 

A place which also contains those conflicts of truancy or 

incorrigibility, which directly involve the religious, 

educational and social community as well. 

This facility will also provide a place for short term 

intervention for crisis situations. A place to house a 

runaway for twenty-four hours until parents can be contacted 

and a reunion established, thus becoming a place to receive 

temporary shelter from lack of concern or exposure to harm, 

a waiting place for resolutions. 

Conceptually the project will attempt to offer an 

enclosure which can be distinguished in terms of temporary 

protection rather than confinement, and shelter rather than 

home. A place that attempts to understand spatial poetics 

and meeting orders of intimate gathering, enclosing, 



waiting, confronting and separating with compassion and hope 

for those who maybe in conflict, anger or loneliness. In 

image it will be a place of hope for the child and the 

preservation of the family institution. 
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MEETINGHOUSE 

In this study I have involved myself in a sort of 

desperation, rather than pleasure, of mankind; in the 

turmoil of adolescence. Perhaps the response is proto

typical in nature, however the basis for this study comes 

from the home primarily with the notion of providing an 

image of hope rather than indifference to the meetings 

between the child in turmoil and his or her parents. 

A need for a theme which may provide an image for 

sheltered meetings in conjunction with the context of New 

England, established an alignment with the building type of 

"meetinghouse." The title meetinghouse reflects the purpose 

and quality of the proposed facility and is rooted in the 

history of the region in which it will be placed. 

Meetinghouse has been described as "a tangible expres

sion of the vigorous and determined public spirit, which 

from the beginning has been notably characteristic of New 

England. "11 

Within the term meetinghouse certain images appear. "A 

central building within the town emphasized by the assign

ment to it of the most commanding and honorable position on 

a 



or within the meetinghouse green." It also calls to 

mind a simple enclosure in which to gather, to solve con

flicts, for the good of the community. An image of reform 

of previous institutional responses providing a necessary 

alternative reflecting a new need may enable an appropriate 

and significant reconstruction. 

The ideas proposed in this study may recreate a scene 

or imagery that is familiar, perceptively ordinary yet 

beautiful in its interpretation of a need in a context. 



RESTRAINT 

The meetinghouse, as it presents itself under the 

scrutinous eye of a perceiver or user, with its reputation 

as a place for the resolution of conflicts, places extreme 

vulnerability upon its image. 

The articulation of its boundary in its quality of 

gathering or exclusion and the participation of its material 

in form and image with the community may suggest the quality 

of its containment - that of hope, rather than shame or 

celebration. 

The function or reputation coupled with its contextual 

vulnerability suggests the idea of enclosure and protection. 

Specifically: the busy intersection, the neighboring struc

tures, the lot, the path and river suggest the quality of 

restraint. 
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THE BUSY INTERSECTION 

The intersection of cars and people makes the site 

vulnerable in its visibility. All adjacent structures 

orient toward the intersection, thus the intersection 

demands a response or expression, as it will ultimately 

focus attention to the site. 

a 
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THE NEIGHBORING STRUCTURES 

These are all meeting facilities. The Senior Citizens 

Center provides for daytime and early evening activities, 

primarily for senior citizens, but not limited to only 

seniors, as it accepts the general public for activities 

such as crafts, aerobics, lectures and informal gatherings 

and meetings. 

The Knights of Columbus Hall is for moderate assembly 

of private groups celebrating in terms of wedding recep

tions, dinners, and dances and at times for public auctions. 

It is in use from late day until late evening. 

The Town Hall is open to the public. It houses the 

town offices and is the center of the local government. It 

is active during the day and occasionally is used in the 

evenings for town meetings, auctions and concerts. 

The Baptist Church generally is used Sunday morning for 

religious services and education. It may also function with 

the school in providing space for dance instruction in the 

evenings. 

The uses of these meeting facilities are seen as 

occasional in use and importantly are seen as dark voids 



from the hours of late evening to early morning. Thus the 

area around the busy intersection is void of activity and is 

in darkness. The proposed meetinghouse, vulnerable in 

sight, will be in contrast as it is a facility which is 

waiting all night for use, perceived as a bright spot. 





THE PARKING LOT 

The lot presents a desirable anonymity to an arrival by 

car to this facility. It will be preserved for this quality 

of informal or unacknowledged arrival, to minimize the trauma 

of public notice. An entry to the facility must be stated 

directly but may not want to be the focus of attention. 
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THE PATH 

At present the path bordering the site is a strong line 

of movement. Primarily it is used by high school students 

in route to the school to the north from the homes, the duck 

pond and library, and the center of town to the south. 

Preservation of this passing by quality is required to 

minimize direct involvement with the meetinghouse functions, 

within the proposed shelter. Care must be maintained to 

provide access off the path to the facility without exagger

ation, and care must be maintained to provide a sense of 

scale between the passer-by and the proposed structure. 
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THE RIVER 

At present the river is unused in terms of swimming or 

boating, yet the path follows the water. To the south is 

the duck pond which, in conjunction with the library and 

band shelter there, provides an active spot for the enjoy

ment of the waters edge. In form the water near the site is 

tight and narrow and directional as it passes by opening up 

at either end. 

Across the river is the police and fire building. A 

bridge would facilitate an unobtrusive crossing to the 

meetinghouse separating the police car from the proposed 

facility. The bridge may also accomplish the expression of 

separation of the two facilities with connection. 



THE TEMPORARY CONTAINER 

"But you, children of space 
You restless in rest, 
You shall not be trapped nor tamed. 
Your house shall be not an anchor, 
But a mast. 
It shall not be a glistening film 
That covers a wound, 
But an eyelid that guards the eye." 

- Kahlil Gibran 
The Prophet 

A dwelling for the so called "status offenders" at best 

becomes a place for transitory involvement. This facility 

is realistically not a solution but a temporary, structured 

transition which contains the conflict. It is a place that 

functions in referring some children to alternative facili

ties or ideally, directed toward returning them home to 

their parents. Conflict as found, described and discussed 

at this facility would probably continue to evolve and 

hopefully resolve outside the dwelling's doors, so, as 

perceived, the shelter seems as an occasional container for 

those conflicts which could not be resolved without its aid. 

An appropriate image for the meetinghouse can create 

and monitor the roles of temporary containment and occa

sional use. Importantly though the image should seek to 

express for its users a label that is familiar, expressing 

the ordinary necessity of its use. What is needed for these 

a 



children is not the joy of extravagance or invention, for 

what has always been a familiar and ordinary period for 

adolescents, but rather the joy of restraint in the 

expression of a temporary, waiting facility. 
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THE ALLEGIANCE WITH THE FAMILY 

Recently there has been a trend to establish House as 

archetype. The purpose of this trend is in "directing 

attention, not to clear statements of the functions of 

buildings, but to indication of a scene wherein human beings 

13 find shelter." This facility which is a temporary 

replacement for the child's real home will align with the 

trend to express a container for similar needs yet ideally, 

one of false representation. 

To those skeptic viewers in their pursuit of meaning, 

House as a reference may not be able to stand under scru

tiny. The House reference for a statement of shelter will 

need to struggle to prevent the representation of banality 

or disguise. A new scene which translates chosen house 

qualities into authentic meanings, distinguishing "shelter" 

from "housing" is appropriate for this meetinghouse. 

Children present to us through their art one of the 

most pure and intimate visions of House. It is the child 

who sees and represents House as a symbol for shelter. "As 

soon as he is old enough to draw, the child tops a square 

block with a triangle, adds something that looks like a 

a 



door and square holes with crosses in them for windows, and 

presents a picture of "House" that is recognizable to 

everyone. The childish sketch representing shelter shows 

that, inside, people live, since it is in tune with the 

prototypical image of the house that most people have deep 

14 inside them." The child's image of shelter expresses 

abstractly a familiar symbol which antagonizes no one with 

undue rationality or complexity. 

In a representation which uses this symbol, the degree 

of elaboration of its basic image can convey various faces 

for the inhabitants of that symbol. A permanent home, for 

example, can be elaborated in accordance with personal 

style. However, the meetinghouse in this study requires a 

closer tie to the primitive and abstract image. An image 

which in representation evokes not the family institution 

itself, or character of, but only a temporary allegiance to 

the family. An image which may offer hope for the original 

family institution. 

» 



OBJECTS WITHIN TEMPORARY CONTAINERS 

The home, in contrast to most other institutions, 

presents objects and things in which sensitivities of the 

dwellers are expressed. The typical family owns many things 

and collects, displays and stores them inside as well as 

outside their homes. They are as much presenting these to 

others as they are to themselves. 

When we visit an unfamiliar house we usually glance 

around its setting, trying to piece together the personal 

and intimate clues to the dweller's sensitivities. We look 

and see these in objects and things. The clues then become 

not the dwelling space, the built container for these 

objects, but the objects themselves which are expressive of 

one's self. The architecture then may merely be fillable 

space or storage for significant items and meaning, to a 

point where architecture loses out to objects and things. 

In contrast, the restrictive setting of a prison is 

usually presented in nothing but architectural clues of fear 

in the layering of steel bars, mesh windows, wire fencing, 

and brass locks. In this setting, however, an addition of 



items of a typical house setting would display only mere 

decoration. The objects do little to humanize the setting, 

with objects and setting existing in odd juxtaposition in 

meaning and appropriateness to the central motive of the 

place. 

In the temporary dwelling setting of the typical motel 

room, the degree of the objects typicalness seem somewhat 

appropriate to its dwelling manner. In their association to 

one's real home they become at least a representation of the 

nature of the place with the desire of feeling at home. 

These objects in their typicalness, however, appear unassum

ing yet are accepted, for we long for our own home, the home 

for prolonged habitation. In Edward Hopper's paintings, 

those of: Western Motel, Hotel Window and Hotel Room, for 

example, we can see the inhabitants expressing their dis

placement and longing for true home. Speaking strictly in 

terms of objects vs. containers, the objects now, rather 

than complete with or detract from the setting, at least 

reinforce it in theme. 

Objects, as reinforcers of the nature of a place, are 

significant. Some settings are, however, temporarily 

occupied spaces, in which there is a lack of required 

personal objects. In these settings architecture has the 

strength to overcome the sole importance given in other 

facilities to objects for expression. 



To avoid decoration and to reinforce the nature of a 

place, chosen items must seek to correspond with the 

architecture, whether a pot, chair, window, door, material, 

color or texture. If successful, a central motive expressed 

in architectural places will have a focus for affection 

without interference. 



THE CORNER 

"To withdraw into one's corner is undoubtedly 
a meager expression - but despite its raeagerness, 
it has numerous images, some of great antiquity, 
images that are psychologically primitive. At 
times the simpler the image, the vaster the 
dream." 

- Gaston Bachelard 
The Poetics of Space 

A corner is an invitation to remain. The corner's 

associations may not be personally perceived but are concep

tually valuable. The corner can provide for the dweller 

intimacy and solitude, as the corner commands immobility of 

figure yet invites mobility of thought. It is a refuge for 

the silent concerns with oneself. This portion ot a room 

has as its strength the capacity to contain. It is the 

corner where one can find minimally the quality of enclo

sure. In its use in this meetinghouse, to come away from 

the discomfort with oneself perhaps, to an expanding, 

awaiting rest of room or setting may be necessary. A 

welcoming place nearby for the child and counselor as a 

necessary complement. 



THE BEACON 

At the busy intersection the cars are stopped. Across 

the empty lot, the "House" stands, and the beckoning facade 

sits as a screen. Positioned high on the screen, a lone 

window sheds light. 

Inside the child of that light is without his or her 

parents, without his or her home. 

Vulnerable in its context the image confronts the 

community and demands attention, yet must be restrained. 

The lantern-like light is the image for that lonely child 

who waits within. 

The tragic view expressed in its undressed solitary 

placement expresses sadness or quieted expression rather 

than shunned expression or glorification. The child's 

temporary displacement is revealed. 



THE LAMP 

Waiting at an entry level sits a "lamp." Its light is 

the symbol for the prolonged waiting of the house, accept

ing, in the holding of light for an arrival. 



PROGRAM DESCRIPTION 

"I had three chairs in my house; one for solitude, 
two for friendship, three for society." 

- Henry David Thoreau 
Walden 

The proposed program is concerned with providing 

specific room orders within a meetinghouse presented in 

hopes of achieving relatedness between room and a 

participant forming a statement or idea. 

The program is conceptually divided in two parts. 

Initially the proposed facility functions as temporarily 

waiting for arrivals and therefore will attempt to greet the 

visitor. Within this initial greeting there is offering of 

short term waiting for meetings involving the child, his or 

her parents and a counselor. Ideally the meetings then 

conclude in a decision. This greeting, waiting and intimate 

interacting stage will be thought of as "porch." 

Secondly, the facility will offer the child a waiting 

place or enclosure for those whose reunions fail to take 

place, a space for those whose parents fail to show or 

cannot be reached. This space of enclosing and sheltering 

temporarily will be thought of as "room." 

a 



PORCH 

Entry 

Referrals to the proposed meetinghouse will either be 

by direct contact with the police, as in the case of a 

runaway, or may be referred to the facility by the school in 

cases of truancy, or may be persuaded by the church, an 

employer or other community institution, as in the cases of 

loitering , ungovernable or misguided children. It may also 

be possible that a child or parent themselves may act in 

self-referral. 

In each case above there are present conflicting issues 

or sides. The child's action must be seen in relationship 

to the parents' reaction. It is conceived that separate or 

simultaneous arrivals may occur and an emphasis of a duality 

is necessary to imply a non-biased approach. Entry will be 

perceived as waiting rather than announcing in character, 

and in order will acknowledge the path to the west of the 

site and the parking lot to the east. 



Reception 

Reception will provide a visitor a place to be greeted 

upon arrival, offering the arrival a side at which to wait. 

As a space reception must express an equal and non-biased 

approach to each side. Spatial requirements are for one 

receptionist with counter space for a telephone, and minimal 

file and personal storage. 

Waiting 

Waiting is a place for both the child and his or her 

parents. A space with a dual purpose of separating yet 

connecting, as a presentation of sides is necessary yet a 

strict separation is not required. At this stage there is 

distance between parent and child in conflicting emotions, 

and must be recognized. 



Meeting in Friendship 

Friendship will be established in separate, individual 

meetings between the child and a counselor and between the 

child's parents and the same counselor. 

The emphasis again is on equal presentation. In 

character the space will express an informal and personal 

statement to a comfortable interaction. Louis Kahn de

scribes that "in a small room with just another person what 

15 you may say you may never have said before." This space 

functions not as a work space but as a space to learn about 

the individual through interaction. The spatial require

ments are for persons, and chairs. 

Meeting Hall 

The meeting hall is social space, space for the child, 

his or her parents and the counselor. This space functions 

in reuniting the child and parents for decisions, resolu

tions, and alternatives. This is a conclusion of sorts. At 

this stage it is hoped that the child can return home with 

his or her parents. On some occasions the child may not be 

able to reunite with his or her parents and thus may not 

a 



participate with this space. Emphasis will be on the 

conclusion and symbolize the presence of the reunited 

family. 



ROOM 

Overnight Space 

The overnight space is an enclosure which provides the 

comfort of long term waiting and sleeping away from one's 

real home in a protected setting. This space will provide 

hope for the new day with a resolution, whether in the 

reuniting or parent and child or in the form of alternative 

placements. 

Spatial requirements are for four bed spaces. Separa

tion of sexes is required with access to lavatory, toilet 

and shower facilities. The provision of minimal storage for 

personal belongings is also necessary. 

Authority Spaces 

These are private work spaces for four counselors to 

provide space for file preparation and contact with other 

facilities, to study placement choices available and rela

tionships with related or legal and expert opinion. These 

spaces will work in conjunction with a central files and 

records storage space. 

* 



Resident Apartment 

This apartment is a minimal dwelling unit to complement 

the childrens1 overnight spaces. It will present a calm 

watch over the "rooms'" activities at night. This space is 

temporarily used by a counselor who remains overnight with 

or without a child present and requires minimal personal 

space, storage, toilet, lavatory and shower facilities, as 

this is not the counselor's true home either. 

Kitchen 

The kitchen will be a space to temper the "room," a 

space to provide offerance or focus for affection. A 

kitchen space can provide sensuality in the forms of taste, 

aroma, texture, temperature and color which may offer the 

potential for significance in types of foods and social 

16 settings associated with them. We have often been 

offered food at a friend's house. In this facility the 

kitchen may provide a type of experiential change from the 

ordered discussions within the "porch" to the informal and 

participatory nature of the "room." 



Hearth 

The hearth has traditionally been the symbol for the 

heart and life of the home, as in the huge central fire

places of old New England homes. Hearth also beyond its 

vague cultural memory is significant in its thermal function 

of projecting warmth. As a setting for voluntary use and 

known predictable behavior, its use in this facility will 

provide a welcoming place in contrast to the more private 

realms of the sleeping spaces. 



PROGRAM LIST 

Entry 

Reception 

Waiting 

Friendship Rooms 

Meeting Hall (Social Space) 

Kitchen 

Hearths 

Room for Authority 

Rooms for Sleeping 

Resident Apartment 

Room for Solitude 

Shower 

Toilets with Lavatory 

Storage for Files and Records 

Exterior Storage for Wood 

Exterior Storage for Garden Tools 

Garden and Bridge 

2 @ 100 sq. ft. 

120 sq. ft. 

2 e 180 sq. ft. 

2 @ 120 sq. ft. 

160 sq. ft. 

80 sq. ft. 

1 8 100 sq. ft. 

1 0 60 sq. ft. 

400 sq. ft. 

4 @ 100 sq. ft. 

200 sq. ft. 

100 sq. ft. 

3 @ 20 sq. ft. 

5 e 30 sq. ft. 

150 sq. ft. 

30 sq. ft. 

50 sq. ft. 

Spatial Requirements 

as Necessary 
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