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Abstract:
During the preschool years, children become aware of clothing and often want to help choose it.
Differences may occur between the parent and child in their choice.

Because of rapid growth and a change in body proportions of little boys, it is a problem for mothers to
keep their sons in attractive well-fitted clothes.

Subjects for this study were the nursery school boys enrolled in the Child Development Center at
Montana State University and their parents. Questionnaires filled out by 25 parents were analyzed to
determine factors important in the selection of clothing as well as preferences in clothing, shoes, and
colors. In order to determine the boys’ preferences, the six outfits and five shoe styles chosen most
often by the parents were borrowed from local retailers so that each boy could view and select the ones
he liked. Samples of material in the six basic colors, black and brown were also prepared to show the
boy. During a home visit each was asked to point out or tell which outfit or pair of shoes he would like
to wear for play and the color knit shirt he would prefer.

Good response to the technique testing their preferences in clothing, shoes, and colors was shown by
the boys. Use of actual articles of clothing and shoes helped gain rapport with the -boys.

As expected, the parents choice of clothing for play and school was similar. Clothing preferred for
dress-up occasions was usually dressier, such as slacks instead of jeans. Jeans were chosen by both
parents and boys for play clothing. The boys preferred to wear them with a sport shirt while the parents
preferred a knit shirt.

Tennis shoes are the boys choice of shoes for play. The parents listed this type of shoe as the one
purchased most often.

Color choices of boys and parents were quite different. The boys preferred, in order, yellow, green, and
black for knit shirts, while the parent's choices were blue, green, and red. Violet was one of the least
preferred colors of both parents and boys.

All factors expected to be important in selecting and purchasing clothing; fibers used, sale
merchandise, labels, sizing, brand, names, growth and self-help features; were important to these
parents. 
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ABSTRACT

During the preschool years, children become aware of 
clothing and often want to help choose it. Differences may 
occur between the parent and child in their choice.
Because of rapid growth and a change in body proportions 
of little boys, it is a problem for mothers to keep their 
sons in attractive well-fitted clothes.

Subjects for this study Were the nursery school boys 
enrolled in the Child Development Center at Montana State 
University and their parents. Questionnaires filled out 
by 25 parents were analyzed to determine factors important 
in the selection of clothing as well as preferences in 
clothing, shoes, and colors. In order to determine the 
boys’ preferences, the six outfits and five shoe styles 
chosen most often by the parents were borrowed from local 
retailers so that each boy could view and select the ones 
he liked. Samples of material in the six basic colors, 
black and brown were also prepared to show the boy. During 
a home visit each was asked to point out or tell which out
fit or pair of shoes he would like to wear for play and 
the color knit shirt he would prefer.

Good response to the technique testing their prefer
ences in clothing» shoes, and colors was shown by the 
boys. Use of actual articles of clothing and shoes helped 
gain rapport with the -boys.

As expected, the parents choice of clothing for play 
and school was similar. Clothing preferred for dress-up 
occasions was usually dressier, such as slacks instead of 
jeans. Jeans were chosen by both parents and boys for 
play clothing. The boys preferred to wear them with a 
sport shirt while the parents preferred a knit shirt.
Tennis shoes are the boys choice of shoes for play. The- 
parents listed this type of shoe as the one purchased 
most often.

Color choices of boys and parents were quite differ
ent. The boys preferred, in order, yellow, green, and 
black for knit shirts, while the parent's choices were 
blue, green, and red. Violet was one of the least pre
ferred colors of both parents and boys.

All factors expected to be important in selecting and 
purchasing clothing; fibers used, sale merchandise, labels, 
sizing, brand, names, growth and self-help features; were 
important to these parents.



CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION 

Importance of Study

Clothing is a means of attracting attention as well ■

as achieving independence for a preschool boy. Growing

awareness and interest in clothing can be promoted by the

parents. With the increase in styles available and the

rising costs, the selection of clothing to help develop a

child’s personality takes great care.

Raising a child to the age of eighteen costs fourteen

to seventeen percent of the family income. Clothing is one

of the larger items.1 It requires an average of |6? per
2year for a two to five year old boy’s clothing.

The wholesale price index for infant’s and children’s 

outerwear increased only seven percent from 1958 to 1 9 6?.

It gained another 2.6 percent during- the first eight months

1Jean L. Pennock, "Cost of Raising a Child," Family 
Economics Review, (March, 1970), p. 14-.

^Virginia Britton, "Purchases of Various Types of 
Clothing for Men, Women, and Children," Family Economics 
Review, (September, 1 9 6 8), p. 7 .
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of 1 9 6 8 . The price of men’s and boys’ apparel and upkeep 

increased 6.4 percent in 1 9 6 9.^ Because the industry has 

tried to maintain the price lines by decreasing details 

or features, children’s clothing prices have not increased 

as spectacularly as other ready-to-wear.5

Production of children’s clothing is increasing.

From 1958 to I966 the value of shipments of the children's 

garment industry in coats and suits, dresses and blouses, 

and outerwear increased 13 percent» 39 pe-rpent» and 35 

percent, r e s p e c t i v e l y T h i s  increase has continued 

despite the fact that the number of boys in' the United 

States under five years of age decreased, approximately

^United States Department of Commerce, Business and 
Defense Services Administration, United States Industrial 
Outlook 1 9 6 9« Washington D.C.: United States Department
of Commerce, Business and Defense Services Administration, 
(December, I9 6 8), p. 123.

kUnited States Department of Labor, The Consumer 
Price Index for December 1969, U .S : City Average and 
Selected AreasWashington D.C.: United States Department
of Labor, (March, 1970), PP- 7». 24.

"’United States Department of Commerce-, Business and 
Defense Services Administration, United States Industrial 
Outlook 1 9 6 9.

6Ibid.
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two-tenth of a percent during the i960 T s .^ ®

Purpose of Study

Little is known concerning preschool boysf prefer

ences in clothing. A prime consideration is the need for 

a technique that will enable preschool boys to discrimi

nate and make clothing, shoes, and color choices.

The purpose of this study is to develop a technique 

that enables the investigator to compare the relationship 

between the parent’s and children’s preferences in 

clothing, shoes, and colors. Other important factors to 

be studied are the methods used by the parents in selec

tion of clothing for preschool boys.
The technique to be used includes showing actual 

merchandise to preschool boys so they may make clothing, 

shoes, and color choices. Preferences of preschool boys 

and parents are expected to be similar.

Expectations for dress of preschool boys should show 7

7U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, 
United States Census of Population: i9 6 0 , Vol. I,
Characteristics of the Population, pt. I, United States 
Summary, pp. l56^T^9*

Q
0U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, 

Population Estimates and Projections, Series P-25 * No. 441, 
Washington D.C.: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of
the Census (March 1 9 , 1970), p. I.
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little difference in clothing for various occasions; 

jeans, knit shirts, and sport shirts popular articles of 

clothing; cowboy boots or tennis shoes popular footwear; 

and blue the favorite color.

It is anticipated that fibers used, sale merchandise, 

labels, sizing, brand names, growth and self-help features 

will be important factors in selecting and purchasing 

clothing.



CHAPTER II

REVIEW OF LITERATURE

Important to this study is an understanding of 

selection procedures and preferences of the preschool 

child’s clothing. Particular emphasis in this review 

of literature will be made to clothing for preschool 

boys.

Value of Clothing to Preschool Child 

Growing awareness and interest in clothing

"The functions of clothing are protection of the 

body, concealment or display of the body, and differen

tiation of people from one another.11 ̂ Infants , however, 

show little awareness of their clothing unless it is 

uncomfortable. Clothing often tends to restrict their 

movements and so infants are usually more comfortable 

undressed. Musts in their clothing are warmth, comfort, 

and hygenic qualities.

9Hary Ellen Roach and. Joanne Bubolz Eicher, Press, 
Adornment, and the Social Order (New York: John Wiley”
and Sons, Inc., 1965)1 P-65.

-^Mildred T . Tate and Oris Glisson, Family Clothing 
(Few York: John Wiley and Sons, I9 6I ), pp. 171-172.
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Clothing awareness begins during the child’s second 

year. At this time they usually indicate a strong inter

est in their clothing, but little interest in their 

appearance. As early as three years of age, children 

notice what other children are wearing. Different

features, newness, and color of the clothing are factors
12which attract a child’s attention.

Allowing: the child to select his own clothing will 

foster independence and responsibility and make the child 

more aware of his clothing. He should be given a chance 

to help in the selection of clothing which is purchased 

or the clothing he is to wear each day. Subject to 

parental approval, the child may decide between two or 

three outfits presented to him after the good and bad 
points of each outfit have been demonstrated. v

Communication is limited between preschool children 

and adults. Clothing gives them a subject in common. 

Comments by an adult on a child’s dress may serve as a * 1

11Elizabeth B. Hurlock, Child Development (4th ed. 
Kew York: McGraw-Hill Book Company, 19^0,» p. 634.

1^lbid. p. 6 3 6 .

"^Holly E . Brisbane and Dr. Audrey Palm Hiker, The 
Developing Child (Peoria, Illinois: Chas. A. Bennett
Company, Inc., 1 9 6 5 ), p. 273.
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greeting or recognition of the child. Because of the 

attention given to clothing by adults, children tend to 

become increasingly aware of it. If clothing is important 

to an adult, the child will tend to believe it is 

important.

Begin to achieve independence

A child must learn to "do for himself" if he j s 

going to live in the world.  ̂ One of the first ways he 

can be independent is by dressing and undressing himself. 

This requires muscle and hand-eye coordination which is 

acquired, slowly during the preschool years. No amount 

of pushing can force a child to dress himself if his 

muscle coordination is not sufficiently developed.

Girls generally learn to dress themselves earlier than 

boys because they develop coordination earlier. Actual 

age at which a child begins to perform these functions 

is related to the parent's patience in allowing the child

"^Louise M. Langford, Guidance of the Young Child
(New York: John Wiley and Sons, I^^Tr'l^ToTTlp. 175.

1^Eleanor H . Boettke, "Clothing for Children with 
Physical Handicaps.," Journal of Home Economics, LV 
(October, 1 9 6 3)» 639•

"^Tate and Glisson, Family Clothing, p. 209.
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to experiment, yet giving him help when needed.* 1?

A study by Keys showed that, although there were

large individual differences especially among the younger

children, a child's chronological age is the most important

factor in the ability to dress himself. The child between

one and a half and two years took from fifteen to twenty

five minutes to partially dress, The two and a half year

to four and a half year old child can accomplish a greater

amount of dressing but may take longer (five to forty five

minutes) because he receives less help. The four and a

half to five year old child took just five to fifteen
18minutes to completely dress,

The following sequence of dressing as outlined by 

Gesell gives an idea of what can be expected of a normal 

child.
15 months Cooperates in dressing by extending 

arm or leg.

18 months Can take off mittens, hat and socks.
Can unzip zippers.
Tries to put on shoes.

24 months Can remove shoes if laces are untied.
(2 years) Helps in getting dressed— finds large

■^Langford, Guidance of the Young Child, p. 176

1 l̂Mary Shaw Ryan, Clothing:__A Study in Human
Behavior (New York.: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, Inc.
1963],"p. 2 1 0 .
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armholes and thrusts his arms into 
them.

Washes hands and dries them, but does 
neither very well.

36 months Greater interest and. ability in 
(3 years) undressing. May need some assistance

with shirts and. sweaters.
Is able to unbutton all front and side 
buttons by pushing buttons through 
buttonholes.

In dressing does not know back from
.front. Apt to put pants on backwards, 
has difficulty in turning socks to 
get heels on in back. Puts shoes on 
but may put them on wrong feet.

Intent on lacing shoes, but usually 
laces them incorrectly.

Washes and dries hands.
Brushes teeth with supervision.

48 months Is able to undress and dress himself 
.(4 years) with little assistance.

Distinguishes between front.and. back 
of clothes and. puts them on 
correctly.

Washes and dries hands and face. 
Brushes his teeth.

60 months Undresses and dresses with care..
(5 years) May be able to tie shoe laces (usually 

at 6 years). '

Children often dawdle over dressing and take longer 

to accomplish the task than with the mother's help. They 

get distracted and. sometimes don't finish a task thus 

showing up partially dressed. The mother must be patient 

and allow the child to experiment. The following is a

■^Arnold Gesell, The First Five Years of Life (New 
York: Harper and. Row, Publishers, 1940"), p. 248.
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guide for parents or nursery school teachers as to how 

much help to give a child when dressing.

1. Is his eye-hand coordination well developed so 
that he can manipulate his clothing easily?

2. Does his gross motor coordination permit a good 
sense of balance?

3. How much help does he receive from adults at 
home ?

4. Is he slow and deliberate so that long periods 
of time spent in dressing and undressing will 
prevent his moving on with the group and thereby 
make him feel inferior?

5. Does he have feelings of insecurity which might 
be eradicated by individual adult attention?

6 . Is he testing the limits to see how much special
help he can demand?20 •

Independence can be encouraged by toilet training. 

Clothing which is easy to remove makes it easier for the 

child to accomplish this task himself.

Evidence shows that independence in dressing may

lead to independence in other areas. While dressing, the

child learns to progress from simple tasks to more diffi-
2 1cult ones. This learning may .carry over to other areas'.

Personality development

p p"Clothes make the man! " •• If through clothing, a * 21

2 ^Langford» Guidance of the Young Child, pp. 177-180
21Ryan, Clothing: A Study in Human Behavior, p. 210

Katherine Read, "Clothes Help Build Personality," 
Journal of Home Economics, XLlI (May, 1950), 348.
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child is able to succeed by himself, he can gain a feeling 

for handling the demands of society. Factors gained 

through clothing are: symbols of security, ways of identi

fication , means of real satisfaction, source of self-
23reliance, judgement and initiative. v

Clothing helps a child identify sex roles and enact
24

roles that are expected of him. A nursery school child 

who is dressed incorrectly may sit in the corner and not 

take part in the group activities. When appropriately 

dressed, he may feel better able to participate in group 

activities and be himself.

Children learn to use the Ir imagination through 

clothing.25 Some of the Ir parent's old clothing allows 

the children to dress up and play roles such as mother, 

father, doctor, nurse, cowboy, or Indian.

Source of satisfaction and happiness

Society puts a great deal of emphasis on being 

properly dressed. Preschool children do not instinctively

23 Ibid .
O hl'iarilyn J . Horn, The Second Skin (Boston: Houghton

Mifflin Company, 1 9 6 8)', p. 91.
25Ryan, Clothing: A Study in Human Behavior , p. 212.
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know the proper clothing but must be taught what type of 

clothing is "right" for various o c c a s i o n s A  child of 

two may not care if he is dressed the same as other 

children as long as he likes the outfit. It makes little 

difference to_young children if the same outfit is worn 

for many different occasions as long as.he feels properly 

dressed. As he gets older he becomes more conscious of 

the proper clothing for each occasion.

The first clothing of one type, such as the first 

tennis shoes or the first long pants, will probably be 

a source of satisfaction to a child. Clothing which is 

slightly different from what the other children are wearing 

may be well liked because it draws attention to him. Cn 

the other hand, clothing extremely different from that the 

other children are wearing may make the child feel out of 

place. The color of the garment may contribute to its 
appeal.

Clothing is a means of identifying with someone else 

such as father, mother, or older brother or sister. Wear

ing the same type of clothing as others in a group is a

2^Langford, Guidance of the Young Child, o. 176.
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way of identifying with the group 

Attract attention

Children enjoy admiration and clothing is one means 
of attaining it. Children usually want to wear new cloth

ing or shoes immediately. Then if the new shoes or article 

of. clothing is not noticed, the child will call attention

to it. On the other hand, a child of two or three may
2 Rremove all his clothing just to attract attention. -

Selecting Clothing for Preschool Children

Selection of a preschool child’s clothing is impor

tant because it contributes to the child's sense of well

being. Comfortable attractive well-fitting costumes aid 

the child’s independence. Parents, on the other hand, 

must fit the clothing expenditures within the family 

budget.

Source

According to a recent study 75 percent of the clothing

2^Eleanor H . Boettke and Margaret 0. Zook, "Cress 
Designs With Self-Help Features for the Pre-School Child," 
Journal of Home Economics, XLVllI (October, 1956), 643.

2^Hurlock, Child Development, p. 6 3 6 .
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is purchased ready-made, 12.4 percent homemade, 11 percent
2 Qgifts, and 3•2 percent hand-me-downs. - Ready-made 

clothing is the most important source of children's 
clothing for all income levels.30

Income is the deciding factor In the purchase of 
children's clothing. The amount of resources and the need 

of the purchaser are decided within the scope of the family 

income .-^

Sales, which allow people to buy clothing at reduced 

prices, are particularly important to the low-income 

group but are used a great deal by all people. Lower- 

income people believed sales bought higher priced mer

chandise at lower cost and made available more clothing 

at reduced rates. Middle-income people found that buying

at sales incorporated better quality merchandise into
32their clothing budget. Blake, Glisson, and Tate, however ,

^Evelyn Blake, Gris Glisson, and Mildred T . Tate,
"A Study of the Pre-School Child's Clothing in 100 
Families of Radford, Virginia," Journal of Home Economics, 
XLV (March, 1953). 180. " '

^0Sister Mary Clarence Joyce, "Purchases of 
Children's Clothing," Journal of Home Economics, LVIlI 
(June, i9 6 0 ), 445: ~ ~

31 Ibid.
32 Ibid. 446.



15

found less than half the people in their study bought at 

sales. Reasons for not buying at sales are (I) did not 

have money to invest in garments not needed immediately, 

(2) had to arrange shopping time when they have someone 

with whom to leave the children, and (3) did. not know 

quality well enough to risk buying at sales.

Home sewing, more often for girls than boys, was the 

method over half the mothers in Sweeney and Thompson$s 

study used to obtain preschooler’s clothes. Clothing was 

made most often for the children between.the ages of 48 

and 53 m o n t h s B l a k e , Glisson, and Tate's study 

showed that 14.9 percent of the mothers made, most of the 

clothes for their preschool s o n s . M u c h  of the sewing 

consisted of only mending garments. The amount of home 

sewing increased with the educational level of the

^ B i a k e s Glisson, and Tate, "A Study of the Pre- 
School Child’s Clothing in 100 Families of Radford, 
Virginia," 181. .

-^Beverly S. Sweeney and Henrietta M. Thompson, 
"Sewing Practices of Mothers of Preschool Children," 
Journal of Home Economics, LVII (October, 1 9 6 5 ), 660-661.

35Blake, Glisson, and Tate, "A Study of the Pre- 
School Child’s Clothing in 100 Families of Radford, 
Virginia."

36sweeney and Thompson, "Sewing Practices of Mothers 
of Preschool Children."
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37parents.
Reasons for making children's clothing ranked in 

descending order of importance are save money, desire to 

sew, better fit, get exact article needed, and use 

material on h a n d O t h e r  reasons include (I) better 

made, (2) can make over old clothing, (3) better- selection 

of material, (4) last longer, and (5) styles prettier or 
more a t t r a c t i v e R e a s o n s  for not making children's 

clothes are (I) inability to sew, (2) dissatisfaction 

with fit or appearance of homemade garments, (3) time 
saving, (4) lack of sewing machine, (5) dislike sewing 

and (6) saving money.̂ 0 * 38

-^Blake, Glisson, and Tate, "A Study of the Pre- 
School Child’s Clothing in 100 Families of Radford, 
Virginia," 184.

38Ibid. 185.
3^U.S . Department of Agriculture, Bureau of Agricul

tural Economics, Bothers' Opinions of Fibers in Selected 
Items of Children"'s Clothing, "Agriculture " Information 
Bulletin Ilo. 6 5 , Washington D.C.: U.S. Department of
Agriculture, Bureau of Agricultural Economics (October, 
193U, P. 43.

^0Blake, Glisson, and Tate, "A Study of the Pre- 
School Child's Clothing in 100 Families of Radford, 
Virginia," 184.
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Type of store

A preschool child’s wardrobe might be obtained from

department stores, mail order firms, variety stores, and
41specialty shops.

Purchasing' Ready-made Clothing

The frequency with which clothing is purchased is 

determined by the number which are handed down as well
jfip

as the frequency of use. Shoes are purchased more often

than any other item followed by underwear and play clothes,
and then school clothes. Coats and sweaters are purchased

43less frequently.
Planning plays a part in the selection of clothing. 

This is true 56 percent, 33 percent, and 38 percent of 

the time in upper-income, low-income, and middle-income
44families, respectively.

The upper income group considered quality the most" 

important factor in purchasing children’s clothing. Income 4 42 43 44

4lIbid. 181.
42Joyce, "Purchases of Children's Clothing."

43Ibid.

44Ibid.
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- and quality were given equal consideration when clothing 

is purchased, "by the middle-income group. The lower- 

income group gave income most often as the determining 

f a c t o r . O n c e  the decision to buy has been made other 

factors become important.

Labels

Labels are fastened to children's clothes to indicate

size, method of care, fabric content, shrinkage allowance

and. brand name. They often, however, give too little

information. A majority of the mothers read the labels

in the study by Blake, Glisson, and. Tate. The terms on

the label were well understood, by 11 percent of the

mothers, while another 31 percent understood, the terms

fairly well. Mothers wanted information on colorfastness,
A6amount of shrinkage and washing directions. A study 

showed that while nine out of ten mothers read the size. 

tag and looked for colorfast labels, eight out of ten 

checked, the Cleaning instructions and looked for labels

4^ibid.
^bBlake, Glisson, and Tate, "A Study of the Pre- 

School Child's Clothing in 100 Families of Radford, 
Virginia," 184.
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regarding: shrinkage and fiber content .̂ '7 

Size

Children of the same age have varying growth rates. 

The age of the child therefore does not always correlate 

with the garment size. Often one part of a garment will 

fit while another will not--for example the crotch seam 

of trousers may fit but not the length of the pants or 

the waist circumference. Inexpensive garments may be 

skimpily cut while higher priced garments are cut full 

making it hard to select the correct size Sizing

could be improved by using a standard system of sizing, 

closer correspondence between size and age, and sizes 

given in terms of height and weight. '̂9

Pre-packaged clothing makes it difficult to purchase 

the correct size. The garment can not be tried on or 

held up to the child for measurements. In these cases 

clothing may be purchased by brand name because the mother 

knows the range in sizing.

^?U.s. Department of Agriculture, Bureau of Agricul
tural Economics, bothers1 Opinions of Fibers in Selected 
Items of Children's Clothing, p. ~46~.

ij 8Ibid . p. 44.

^9lbid.
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Studies show many people purchase garments a size 

larger to allow for growth.5^ if a garment is bought 

bigger so it will last a long time, it may be worn out 

by the time the child has grown into it. Oversize garments, 

as well as those that are too small, restrict the child's 

movements and make it hard for him to take part in 

activities.

Comfort

Clothing must fit the needs of the child, allow for 

freedom for activities and stay in place if it is to be 
c o m f o r t a b l e C l o t h i n g ,  which is too bulky and restricts 

the child's movements, is often a problem.

Fit

More -boys than girls have fitting problems with 

clothing. Problems in boy's clothing concern the length

5 Patricia Wilson, "Preferences in Clothing for the 
Preschool Boy," (Unpublished Master’s thesis, Colorado 
State University, 1 9 6 5), p. 6I.

5^Boettke and Zook, "Dress Designs With Self-Help 
Features for the Pre-School Child," 643.
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of the garment and the circumference of the waist.

Shoes must be tried on each time they are purchased. The 

shoe size should be checked periodically, even if shoes 
are not worn out.

Clothing Styles for Preschool Children

Self-help features

Self-help features, which make it easier for the 

child to take off or put on garments with little or no 

assistance from adults, are a great help in encouraging . 

a child to dress and undress himself.^3 Features which 

help encourage independence in dressing are:

1. Long opening, located for easy reach.
2. Front openings.
3. Ample armholes, sleeves, and neck.
4. Large buttons or fasteners.
5: One-piece garments.
6 . Simple styles. ■
7. Back of garment easily distinguishable from 

front.
8 . Side of shoe which goes to outside marked.
9. Mittens simpler to put on than gloves.

10. Collarless dresses, blouses, and shirts.
11. Avoid separate belts.54

52u .s . Department of Agriculture, Bureau of Agricul
ture I Feonomics, Mothers1 Opinions of Fibers in Selected 
Items of Children's Clothing, p. 43. .

5^Tate and Glisson, Family Clothing, p. 204.
54 ,Ibid. PP. 193-194.
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Boettke and. Zook tested six self-help designs for 

preschool girls to determine the degree to which the 

designs were liked and how they contributed to independence 

in dressing. The study showed that self-help features 

could be incorporated, successfully in preschool girl’s 

clothing and clothing could be attractive. Self-help 

features should not be added at the expense of attrac

tiveness , however, and should not make them too different 

from other clothing.55

Growth features

Rapid growth adds to the problem of keeping children 

in well-fitted clothing. By the end of the fifth month, a 

baby usually doubles it’s birth weight and triples the 

birth weight by age one. Weight is quadrupled, by the end 

of the second year and thereafter a child gains approxi

mately one-half pound a month or about five pounds a year. 

Height has increased by about fifty percent by the end of 

the first year and has doubled by the age of four.

^Boettke and Zook, "Dress Designs With Self-Help 
Features for the Pre-School Child," 643-646.

56_hrnest H. Watson and George N . Lowrey, Growth and 
Development of Children (Chicago: The Year Book Publishers,
Inc., 1 9 6 7 pp. Ii5-bb.
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Body proportions change rapidly between the ages of 

two and. six— fat is lost, the waistline begins to develop, 

the growth of the head slows and. body growth is rapid. By 

six years old. the child’s body proportion are nearly the 

same as those of an adult.57
This weight and height gain and change in body pro

portions means a child is able to wear ,garments for only 

short periods. The addition of growth features helps 

make clothing wearable for a longer period of time and 

cuts down on the number of clothing items needed. Features 

which provide for growth in height are:

1. Deep hems or tucks at bottom.,
2. Wide cuffs.
3. Tucks at the waistline to lengthen upper part 

of dress or lengthen crotch.
4. Buttons that can be lowered on waist to increase 

length.
5. Crosswise tucks that can be released as trunk 

of body lengthens.
6. Indefinite waistline or no waistline.
7. Extra-long shirts and blouses.5°

Features which allow for growth in girth or width, are :

1. Raglan or kimono sleeves.
2. Tucks, pleats, or gathers at shoulder line.
3. Large underarm or leg seams.59 * 59

5T1Ryan, Clothing: A Study in Human Behavior, p. 205.
5^Tate and Glisson, Family Clothing, p. 192.
59Ibid.
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Fabric choices

Fabric choices depend on the type of garment being 

purchased and the current fabrics available on the market. 

In 1966 manmade fibers, cotton, and wool comprised 51 

percent, 38 percent, and 11 percent, respectively, of the 

fibers used, for women's, misses’, children's and. infant’s 

w e a r . . With the increase in synthetic fibers, the fabric 

choices change each year.

Some mothers believed they could identify the fibers 

without reading the label, while fiber content didn't 

concern others if they liked the garment.̂  Color loss 

and. bleeding were the laundry problems mentioned, by 40 

percent of the mothers. Thirty five percent of them felt 
that hard to iron fabrics were the biggest problem.

^0Virginia Britton, "Textile Fibers in Clothing and. 
Home Furni shiners , " Family Economics Review, (December,
1968), p. 12.

.S . Department of Agriculture, Bureau of Agricul
tural Economics, Mothers' Opinions of Fibers in SelectedW T . . , I W  <    'I,*.. I I * n Il I 11 I 1 ^Items of Children's Clothing,•4o.,

02Blake, Glisson, and Tate, 11A Study of the Pre- 
School Child's Clothing in 100 Families of Radford, 
Virginia," I8 3 .
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Clothing Preferences

Style preferences of parents

Parents tend to choose styles they like. Often when

asked— "Would you be comfortable wearing a similarly

designed garment?"— the parents may reconsider the type

of clothing their child should, wear.^3

The following factors have been found to be important

by the mothers of preschoolers: durability, price, fit,

comfort to wearer, ease of laundering, color, child's
gil-attitude toward garment, and beauty.

Child's preferences'in clothing

The aspects of clothing which are important to the 

preschool child are (I) newness, (2) decoration,

(3) similarity or difference of garments to those of another 

person, (4) color, (5) attractiveness, and. (6) need for 

help in dress. Color is important to children and may be 

the prime consideration in the child's like or dislike of

^Lucille Bea, "Clothing and Child Development, " 
Journal of Home Economics, XLll (November, 1950), 717.

^ B l a k e , Glisson, and Tate, "A Study of the Pre- 
School Child's Clothing in 100 Families of Radford,
Virginia," 183 -
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clothing.̂ -5 Texture preferences vary with the age of the 

child but not the sex.^

Decorative.detail in clothing is important to pre

school children. A child's concept of pretty is often 

entirely different from an adult's. "Good taste" by 

adult standards is not evident in preschoolers. In fact, 
a .little girl may feel well dressed when decked out like 

a Christmas tree.6?

Discomfort in clothing is due to three causes: 

temperature, restriction, and irritating t e x t u r e . A  

child may like or dislike a garment because of former 

associations with the garment or one like it. Cowboy or 

Indian outfits may be associated with pleasant experiences 

such as television shows, rodeos, or horseback riding.

It was important that clothing be similar to those 

worn by others. Wilson's study showed that 63 percent of 

the preschool children liked a particular garment.because

^5Ryan, Clothing: A Study in Human Behavior, p. 213.

^Lucille A. Hunt, "A Developmental Study of Factors 
Related, to Children's Clothing Preferences," Monographs x 
of the Society for Research in Child Development, "XXI3~'
TiJB. 1,"I93917351

6 ?Ryan, Clothing: A Study in Human Behavior, p. 214.
68'Ibid.
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the style was similar to another they liked or it resembled 

a garment belonging to someone else. Fifty seven percent 

of the preschool boys objected to certain dress because of 

the style or lack of comfort.^^

Color preferences of preschool children

Infants begin to perceive colors by the age of three
months.^  Color becomes an increasingly effective stimulus

until the end of the fourteenth month. By at least the

fifteenth month, the saturated colors of red, yellow,

blue, and green are seen clearly.^  Between the ages of
72three and six a preference for color is shown.'

The importance of color may be due to the fact that 

children are learning the color names and are often asked 

to identify the color of various objects. Adults believe

^■Wilson, "Preferences in Clothing for the Preschool 
Boy," p. 62.

^Ruth Staples, "Color Vision and. Color Preferences 
in Infancy and Childhood," Psychological Bulletin, 28
(1931), p. 2 9 7 . " ' '

l̂ Ruth Staples, "The Responses of Infants to Color," 
Journal of Experimental Psychology, XV (April, 1932), 119.

- 7? ' ■Clara R. Brian and Florence L. Goodenough, "The 
Relative Potency of Color and Form Perception at Various 
Ages," Journal of Experimental Psychology, XII (June, 1 9 2 9 )f 
212 .
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color is important and thus to the child it also becomes 

important.'v

Orange and violet have been shown to be. less 

preferred than red, yellow, green, and blue. Red, a. popu

lar color with five and six year olds, was not as popular 

with children as they grow older. Green became increas

ingly popular as children grew older. Lighter levels of 

colors are preferred over the standard levels with the 

darker levels much less preferred for all ages, but it 

varied with sex. Boys preferred darker levels than 

girls.^

Child and parent agreement on clothing selection

A survey has shown that neither color nor pattern 

preferences of children and mothers differed significantly 

with the sex or age of the child. Girls more than boys 

tended to agree with their mothers on brightness prefer

ences in colors. With advancing age there was an increasing 

tendency toward agreement in texture preferences.1v 73 74

73Ryan, Clothing:_A Study in Human Behavior , p . 213•
74 ■Brian and Goodenough, "The Relative Potency of

Color and Form Perception at Various Ages," 213•

l̂ H u n t , "A Developmental Study of Factors Related 
to Children's Clothing Preferences," 37•
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Agreement on style preferences increased as the 

child, grew older. Girls more often than boys agreed, with 
their mothers. The occasion, however, did tend to have an 
affect on the degree to which parent's and child’s views 

coincided. .

?6Ibid.



CHAPTER. Ill

PROCEDURE

"Very little information is available on preschool 

boys’ clothing preferences. This study is to determine 

the problems and concerns of parents when purchasing 

clothing for their preschool boys. It should also indicate 

the age that nursery school boys begin to show a prefer

ence in clothing, shoes, and colors; and how selections 

coincide with those of their parents.

Selection of Sample

Subjects for this study were twenty seven boys 

attending the Child Development Center in the School of 

Horne Economics, Montana State University and their 

parents.

Method of Collecting Data

Parents

To gain'the cooperation of parents, a letter des

cribing the project was sent to them (Appendix A).

A questionnaire was developed to ascertain informa

tion (Appendix B). This helped provide uniform answers
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from which to tabulate results. It was tested for reli
ability by having parents of preschool'boys complete the 

questionnaire. Several changes were required. Included 

was space for the parents to indicate the best time for 

the interviewer to work with his child. The questionnaires 

with self-addressed stamped envelopes were sent home with 

the boys from nursery school. Three boys were absent 

during this period so their parents were contacted by 

mail.

Children

A personal interview with each boy was chosen to 

collect information in order to maintain reliability.

To test the preschool boys, the parents were contacted 

and an appointment made. A form was prepared so that the 

interviewer could record the children's preferences in 

clothing, shoes, and colors (Appendix C ). _____

Six outfits; cowboy outfit, sport shirt and jeans, 

knit shirt and slacks, knit shirt and jeans, sweater 

and jeans, and knit shirt and bib overalls; were mentioned 
most often by the parents as play clothes for their boys. 
Clothing corresponding with these choices was selected to 

determine the preschool hoys' clothing preferences.
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Kiddieville, a children's clothing store, in Bozeman, 

Montana supplied most of the clothing. A sweater and 

cowboy shirt were purchased and bib overalls were borrowed. 

All the clothing was blue so style not color would be the 

main influence (Figures 1-6 and Appendix D ).
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•Figure 6.
Knit Shirt and 

Bib Overalls

The clothing was arranged so that all six styles 

were easily visible. Each boy was asked to choose the 

outfit he would like to wear for play. This outfit was 

then removed, and he was asked to choose from the five 

remaining. This was repeated until each child had made " 

three choices.
Five styles of shoes were used to correspond to 

the five types of shoes chosen by the parents. Shoes were 

loaned by the J.C. Penney Co. in Bozeman, Fontana. Shoes 

were arranged so each style was also clearly visible. The 

boy was asked, to choose the style he would like to wear



36

when playing and three choices were made (Figure ? and 

Appendix D).

Figure ?.—  
Shoe Styles

Six basic colors— red, orange, yellow, green, blue, 

violet; black and brown were chosen to test the child's 

color preferences. This corresponded to preferences of 

parents. The colors were stapled to a bulletin board and 

a piece of clear plastic with the outline of a knit shirt 

on it placed over each color. When placing the bullet:n 

board for the boys to observe, care had to be taken so 

that light did not reflect from the plastic. The boys 

were asked which color they would prefer for a knit shirt.
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Apain three choices were made by each boy (Figure 8).

%



CHAPTER TV

RESULTS

Information was sought to determine the success of 

the technique regarding preschool boys' preferences for 

clothing, shoes, and colors. Cf secondary interest were 

factors important in the parent's selection of clothing 

for preschool boys a.nd a comparison of parent's prefer

ences in clothing, shoes, and colors to that of preschool 

boys.

Sample

Questionnaires were sent to twenty seven parents. 

Twenty six were returned and one was deleted because it 

was incomplete. Twenty five parent questionnaires were, 

therefore, analyzed.
The twenty six families who returned the question

naires were contacted in order to make home interviews 

with their preschool sons. Only twenty four visits were 

possible because two of the families had moved. Cf these, 

only twenty produced valid results. Four children were 

either too young, or too shy, or both, to answer questions.

The boys ranged in age from two to five years eleven
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months. The majority, however, were three to four years 

old with an average age of three years nine months 

(Table I ).

TABLE, I

AGE RANGE CF BCYS IN STUDY

■ Age Total Interviewed Eliminated Aver.

I r

No. ■% No. % No.

2-3 4 I? 2 10 2 50 2 yrs. 6 mo j
jyrs. old

3-4 11 46 10 ' 50 I 25 ' 3 << y CO 6 mo!
yrs. old i-r

4-5 7 29 6 30 I 25 4 yrs. 4 mo.
yrs. old

5-6 2 8 2 10 0 0 5 yrs. 3 mo.
yrs. old

— — IlM — ■■II I T— --- .. ■- — .
Total 24 100 . 20 100* IOU 3 yrs. 9 mo.

Selection of Clothing

Source

Cne of the important factors in selection of clothing 

is its source. This includes gifts, handed down, home 

sewn, ready made, second hand and make-overs. By knowing 

the source of clothing, it is possible to help determine



factors which are important in selecting clothing. In 

this study, clothing purchased ready made was the most 

important source in securing clothing for the■preschool 

boys r wardrobe„ This was also shown in Blake, Glisson, 

and Tate's study where 75 percent of the clothing was
n n

purchased ready made.(1 Gifts and handed down clothing 

items, while also important, ranked as a primary source 

only 19 percent and 11 percent of the time respectively 

(Table II).

TABLE II

SOURCE OF CLOTHING IN A PRESCHOOL BOYS' WARDROBE

Source
Number

RankRank
I 2 3 4 5 6

Gifts 5 14 3 2

Handed down 1—I 3
Home sewn 1 7 1 1 4

Lake-'over s 1 5
Ready made 19 4 2 ' I

^ B l a k e , Glissonf and Tate, "A Study of the Pre- 
School Child’s Clothing in .100 Families of Radford, 
V i r g i n i a 180.
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Only 10 parents or 40 percent made garments for their

sons. This is a slight reduction from Sweeney and

Thompson’s study which showed over half the mothers sewed
for their children, both girls and boys.?® Mending, a

method, of making clothes last longer, was done occasionally

by approximately half of the parents. Twenty four percent

did considerable mending while another 24 percent did

little (Figure 9). Items which are homesewn for preschopl

boys’ wardrobes, in descending order of importance,

include slacks, pajamas, shirts, and robes (Figure 10).

Listed as reasons for doing so were (I) like to sew,

(2) to reduce expense, and (3) get what you want or need

(Table III). Blake, Glisson, and Tate’s study showed
79similar results.

48# 24# 24# 4#
Occasionally Considerable Little

None

Figure 9.--Amount of Mending Done on.Preschool Boys' Clothing

?0Sweeney and. Thompson, "Sewing Practices of Mothers 
of Preschool Children."

^ B l a k e , Clisson, and Tate, "A Study of the Preschool 
Child's Clothing in 100 Families of Radford, Virginia,"
185.
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Article
of
Clothing

Slacks
Pajamas
Shirts
Robes
Jackets
Vest
Jump suit

Percentage

Figure 10.— Percentage of Parents Sewing Articles of 
Preschool Boys’ Clothing at Home

TABLE III

REASONS PRESCHOOL BOYS' CLOTHING IS CONSTRUCTED

Reasons No. Rank %

Like to sew 7 I 70

To reduce expense 6 2 60

Get what you want or need 6 2 60

Better made 4 3 40

Better fit 2 4 20

Kore choice I 5 10
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Forty percent of the parents "bought shoes for their 
preschool sons every six months. Those with sons in the, 
youngest age group (2-3 years old) tended to "buy new shoes 
more frequently. Differences, therefore, in the frequency 
of shoe'purchases seems to be related to the age of the 
boy and his rate of growth (Table IV).

TABLE IV
FREQUENCY OF SHOE PURCHASES FOR PRESCHOOL BOYS

Length of 
time

Total 2-
yrs.

3
old

3yrs
-4
. old

A—5
yrs. old

5-
yrs.

6
old

No. 7o No. No. No. # %

Every 2 mo. 3 12 2 50 I 14

Every 3 mo. 5 20 2 25 2 18

-UI—I H .1 33
Every 4 mo. 4 16 3 2? I , 14

Every 5 mo. 3 12 I ■25 2 18

Every 6 mo. 10 JtP- 4 „37 4 58 __2 67
Total !> 100 4 100 11 100 7 100 3 100
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A child's independence and responsibility as well as 

his awareness of clothing is fostered when he helps choose 

his own clothing.80 The majority of the boys in this study 

help choose the clothing purchased and worn each day.

Five children.or 22 percent generally made clothing 

choices at the store, while eight boys or 32 percent 

generally helped choose the clothing worn each day 

(Figure 11).

Mo. of 16 
children

14 

12 
10 

8 
6 
4 

2 
0

Generally

15

'///////'s Help choose clothes purchased
Helo choose clothing to wear each day

Figure 11.--Number of Preschool Boys Who Helo Select 
Clothing Purchased and Worn Each Day

f0Brisbane and RHcer, The Developing Child, p. 273.



Type of store

The choice of store where clothing is purchased helps 

tell what type and price range of clothing is desired. In 

Bozeman, Montana, hoys’ clothing may be purchased in 

department, discount, mail order, specialty and variety 

stores. In this study, department stores were found to be 
the main source for the purchase of preschool boys’ shirts, 

pants, jackets, underwear, and shoes. Shirts, pants, and 

jackets were also purchased frequently at mail order o r . 

specialty shops. Discount and mail order stores were 

patronized for underwear, while specialty and discount 

stores were important sources for shoes. In the purchase 

of all five types of merchandise, the variety store is the 

least patronized (Table V and Appendix E ).

TABLE V

TYPES CF STORES IN WHICH PRESCHOOL BOYS' SHIRTS, PANTS, 
JACKETS, UNDERWEAR, AMD SHOES ARE PURCHASED

Type of 
store

Shirts
Rank

I $SS
r___

___

Jackets
Rank

Underwear Shoes Aver.
RankRank Rank

Department I I I I I I
Discount 4 4 4 3 3 4 '
Mail order 3 2 3 2 4 3
Specialty 2 3 2 4 2 2
Variety 5 5 • 5 5 5 5
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Factors considered in selection

To determine the important factors in selecting 
clothing; fibers $ changes desired in clothing, brand names,, 
age boys begin to dress themselves, self-help features, 
growth features, unsatisfactory merchandise, sale merchan
dise, label's, and sizing were studied.

Fiber was considered important in the selection of 
clothing because it determines the care requirements and 
the appearance of the garment. Modern fibers include 
synthetics such as polyester, rayon, acetate, nylon, and 

acrylic as well as the four natural fibers— cotton, wool, 
linen, and silk. Of these; cotton, wool, rayon, polyester, 
acrylic, nylon, and blends are found most often in boys' 
clothing. The most commonly selected fibers in descending 
order of importance were cotton, polyester and cotton 
blend, nylon and cotton blend, and. polyester. .

Because of characteristics desired for various items 
of clothing, it was believed, different fibers would, be 
selected for each type of clothing. The main types of 
garments worn by preschool boys are shirts, pants, jackets, 

and underwear.
Cotton was the preferred fiber for shirts, pants, and 

underwear. Nylon jackets were most often selected. This
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has not changed from the findings of Blake, Glisson and

Tate in 1953 in spite of the many synthetic fibers
81produced in the •1 9 7 0 's.

Polyester and cotton blend and polyester fibers 

were desired in shirts and pants» ranking second and third 

respectively. Only three fibers were mentioned as choices 

for underwear. In descending order of importance, they 

were cotton, polyester and cotton blend, and nylon and 
cotton blend. Fiber choices for jackets in descending 

order of importance were: nylon, polyester, and cotton

(Table VI and Appendix E).

^1Blake, Glisson, and Tate, "A Study of the Pre- 
School Child's Clothing in 100 Families of Radford, 
Virginia," 180.
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TABLE VI
FIBERS PREFERRED BY PARENTS FOR SHIRTS, PANTS, JACKETS, 

AND UNDERWEAR FOR PRESCHOOL BOYS:

Fiber Shirts
Rank

Pants
Rank

Jackets
Rank

Underwear
Rank

Aver.
Rank

Cotton I I 3 I ■ I

Wool 4 11

Rayon 9 5 7 7
Polyesters 3 3 2 4

Acrylics 5 7 5 6

Nylon 7 5 l 5
Polyester and 

cotton blend
2 2 6 2 2

Nylon and
cotton blend

4 4 8 3 3

Nylon and wool blend 8 7 9 9

Orion and wool blend 6 7 10 8

Other synthetics 9 6 10

Other blends 9 12

Durability, ease of laundering, fit, and price were 
the factors considered most important by the parents when 

purchasing clothing (Table VII). The finding of this 

study compared favorably with that by Blake, Glisson, and
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of the parents. Changes desired, in descending order of 

importance were greater durability, more self-help 
features, growth allowance, and better construction 
(Table VII).

TABLE VII
FACTORS CONSIDERED IMPORTANT WHEN PURCHASING 

CLOTHING AND CHANGES DESIRED

Factors Purchasing Changes
No. Rank % No.. Rank %

Durability 23 I 92
Ease of laundering 23 I 92
Fit 22 2 88
Price 22 2 88
Appearance 18 3 72
Comfort to nearer 16 4 64
Color 14 5 56
Child's attitude 10 6 40
Colorfast . I 7 4
Convenience in dressing I 7 ■ 4

60Greater durability 15 I
Self-help features 14 2 5&
Growth allowance 13 3 52
Better construction 1 12 4 48
More styles 8 5 32
More attractive styles 4 6 16
Improved sizing 3 7 12

82Ibid. 183.
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Good experience with a garment of a particular brand 
may prompt a parent to purchase that brand again. Seven
teen parents or 68 percent occasionally purchase clothing 
by brand name and. another six or 24 percent usually 
purchase by brand name (Figure 12). A total of 23 
parents in this study are influenced by brand name.
Reasons given for doing so, in order of importance, were 
quality merchandise, good performance or wear and fit

(Table VIII).

Usually

Never
Occasionally

Figure 12.— Number of Parents Who Purchase Clothing By 
Brand Name
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TABLE VIII
REASONS FOR PURCHASING PRESCHOOL BOYS' 

CLOTHING BY BRAND NAME

Reasons No. Rank %

Prefer the quality 18 ' I 78

Good performance or wear 15 2 65

Fit well 12 3 . 52

Like styles 8 4 35

Wear-dated guarantee I 5 4

Sizing definite I 5 4
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Twenty two or 88 percent of the boys had begun to 

dress themselves. A wide age range— years to 4 years 

was found when boys began to accomplish this. One boy, 

age 3 years I month, and 2 boys, ages 3 years, had not 

begun to do so. Age, therefore, seemed to bear little 
relationship to the readiness of the boys in this study 

for dressing themselves (Figure 13).

Age
range li-2  yrs.

2- 2§ yrs.

2 | - 3  yrs.

3- 3i yrs.
3|-4 yrs. 

Haven't begun

'116%

8%

12^

242

202
202

15 "2 5 -

Percentage
Figure 1 3 .— Age That Preschool Respondents Began To Dress 

Themselves
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Most of the parents in this study consider self-help 

and growth features. Eight parents or 32 percent and nine 
parents or 36 percent always consider self-help and growth 

features. Ten or 40 percent and 13 or 52 percent of the 

parents consider self-help and growth features occasion

ally when purchasing clothing (Figure 14). Simple styles 

and front openings were considered the most important

self-help features. The order in which growth features 

were most often considered were extra-long shirts, deep 

cuffs on trousers, allowance for girth adjustment, and

raglan or kimono sleeves (Table IX).

Self-help features
Growth features

Figure 14.— Number of Parents Who Consider Self-help and
Growth Features When Purchasing Preschool Boys' 
Clothing

V
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TABLE IX
SELF-HELP AND GROWTH FEATURES PARENTS CONSIDER 

WHEN PURCHASING PRESCHOOL BOYS' CLOTHING

Feature Self-help Growth
No. Rank JT No. Rank %

Large buttons 3 7 17
Front openings 10 2 56
Long openings located for 4 6 22

easy reach
Large fasteners 5 5 28
Large armholes and 7 3 39

sleeves of good size
Simple styles 12 I 67
Back of garment easy to 6 4 33

distinguish from front
Collarless garments 3 7 . 17
No self-tbelts I 9 6
Large zippers 3 7 17
Pull-over I 9 6
Elastic waistband 2 8 11
Wide hems 6 5 27
Indefinite waistline 2 7 9
Allowance for girth 9 3 41

adjustment
Extra-long shirts 11 I 50
Deep cuffs on trousers 10 2 46
Tucks at waistline to 2 7 . 9

lengthen crotch of
trousers

Large underarm or leg 4 6 18
seams to let out

Raglan or kimono sleeves 8 4 36
Snaps at waist of pajamas I 8 5
Larger size than necessary I 8 5
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Eighty percent of the respondents returned unsatis

factory merchandise. Only two parents said that no 

unsatisfactory merchandise had been purchased. Three 

others did. not return merchandise even though it was con

sidered unsatisfactory (Figure 15). Imperfections and 

poor wear of the garment were the most important reasons 

for returns. Unsatisfactory merchandise was kept because 

it was not worth the bother to return (Table X).

Usually

Occasionally

Never

No unsatisfactory 
merchandise

Number of Parents

Figure 15.— Number of Parents Who Return Unsatisfactory 
Merchandise
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TABLE X
REASONS FOR RETURNING OR RETAINING 

UNSATISFACTORY MERCHANDISE

Reasons Returned Retained
No. Rank fo No. Rank %

Imperfections 16 I 80
Poor wear 11 2 55
Garment did not wear 8 3 40

as guaranteed
Fit 7 4 35
Not worth bother 3 I 100

All twenty five parents bought boys’ clothing on sale„ 

Fifteen or 60 percent of them occasionally bought sale mer

chandise while the other 10 parents or 40 percent often did 

so (Figure 8 ). The results of this study coincide with 
those of a study b y  J o y c e The most important reason for 

buying merchandise on sale was to save money. Although all
f

the parents purchased sale merchandise, eight also listed 

reasons for not doing so. Most often the parents said 

there was no immediate need for the merchandise (Table XI).

60#— Occasionally UfOfo-- Often

Figure 16.— Frequency of Purchasing Preschool Boys’ 
Clothes on Sale

Joyce, "Purchases of Children’s Clothing„" 445.
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TABLE XI
REASONS FOR AND AGAINST PURCHASING PRESCHOOL 

BOYS' CLOTHING ON SALE

Reasons For Against
No. Rank % No. Rank T

Save money 18 I 72

Better merchandise with 
money available

9 2 36

"Bargain" I ' 3 4

No immediate need for 
merchandise

5 I 63

Merchandise picked over 3 2 38
Can’t wait to buy mer

chandise until sale
3 2 38

Don’t want to buy sale 
merchandise at end of 
season

2 3 25

Too expensive for sale 2 3 25
Unsure of quality 2 3 25

Cf
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An overwhelming majority of the parents always read 

labels and tags on clothing to obtain information about the 

garment before purchasing. Only one person never read the 

labels and tags (Figure I?). This concurs with information 

in Blake, Glisson, and Tate's s t u d y . S e v e n t e e n  or 68 

percent of the parents would like to have labels permanently 

sewn in clothing so information would be readily available 

when needed. Only one person did not think this was 

necessary, while seven parents or 28 percent considered it 

nice but not necessary (Figure 18). Information desired on 

labels and tags, in descending order of importance, was 

cleaning instructions, size, fiber content, price, and 

shrinkage (Table XII).

Always

Occasionally

Never

No. of parents

Figure I?.— Frequency With Which Parents Read Labels and 
Tags on Clothing 8

8 Blake, Glisson, and Tate, "A Study of the Pre- 
School Child's Clothing in 100 Families of Radford, 
Virginia," 184.
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6 8# 28#
Yes Don't care

No

Figure 18.— Percentage of Parents Who Would Like La.beIs 
Permanently Sexm in Clothing

TABLE XIl
INFORMATION PARENTS FIND VALUABLE AND WOULD 

LIKE TO SEE ON LABELS AND TAGS

Information Valuable on Label Would Like To See
No. , Rank No. • Rank \ r

Fiber content 20 . 3 80 17 3, 68
Cleaning instructions 23 I . 92 20 I 80
Size 22 2 88 19 2 76
Name of manufacturer 8 6 32 12 5 ' 48
Price 16 4 ' 64 15 4 60
Brand name 12 5 48 11 6 44
Finishes applied t o . 8 6 32 11 • 6 44

fabric

Shrinkage 16 4 64 15' 4 60
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Standard sizing would assure uniform sizes in all 

brands. This in turn would help parents select the 

correct size garment. Standards for boys' clothing are 

now being formulated. Eight or ]2 percent of the parents 

said they found current size information satisfactory. 

Three or 12 percent said sizing was never in proportion 

to their son's size (Figure 19). Most of them wanted 

height and weight as well as the size noted on the 

label (Table XIlI).

Always

Never
Occasionally

Figure 19.— Ready-to-Wear Size Ranges in Proportion 
To the Preschool Boys' Size
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TABLE XlIl

CHANGES PARENTS WOULD LIKE: TO SEE IN 
SIZING PRESCHOOL BOYS’ CLOTHING •

Changes No. Rank ■ %

Height and weight given as well as 
size

14 I 82

Clothing sizes better coordinated 
with children’s measurements

8 2 53

Waist and crotch measurements 
given on pants

4 3 - 24

Uniform sizes among manufacturers 4 3 24

Sizes of pant and shirt outfits 
coordinated

I 4 6

Half sizes I 4 6
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Parent’s Preferences

Clothing

Style.— Parents showed an overwhelming preference 

for play clothes as the clothing style for their preschool 

sons. Least important was dress-up clothing. School and 

play clothes were often the same (Table XIV).

TABLE XIV

CLOTHING STYIES PARENTS PREFER FOR THEIR PRESCHOOL SCNS

Style
Number ___
Rank

1 2  3
Rank

Play clothes 22 3 I

Dress-up clothes 2 16 3
School clothes 3 15 2
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Type.— Very little difference was shown in the type 

of clothing chosen for preschool boys at play and school. 

A knit shirt and. jeans was the first choice for both 

activities. Frequently mentioned in both categories were 

sport shirt and jeans, sweater and jeans, knit shirt and 

slacks, and sport shirt and slacks. A sport shirt and 

slacks were the parents first choice in preschool boys’ 

clothing for dress-up (Table XV and Appendix E ).

TABlE XV

CLOTHING TYPES PARENTS PREFER FOR PRESCHOOL BOYS' 
FOR PLAY, DRESS-UP AND SCHOOL

Type of clothing Play Dress-up School
Rank

Aver.
RankRank Bank

Suit 6 10 1-3
Sport coat and slacks 2 10 9
Costumes, cowboy, Indian 6 10 8 8
Sport shirt and jeans 2 8 4 4
Sport shirt and slacks 5 I 2 I
Knit shirt and slacks 4 3 3 3— '
Knit shirt and jeans I 7 I 2
Sweater and slacks 8 4 5 5
Sweater and jeans 3 9 6 6
Knit shirt and. bib overalls 7 11 8 10
Sport shirt and bib overalls 10 10 12 '
Coveralls 9 12 9 11
Dress shirt and slacks 11 5 7 7
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In winter, a snowsuit is chosen most often for outer

wear. Considering Montana’s cold snowy weather it is 

understandable that items such as jackets and. sweaters 

were not purchased as often. In the fall or spring, 

however, a light jacket was chosen first and then a sweat

shirt and sweater were substituted (Table XVI). .

TABLE XVI

PARENT’S CHOICE OF OUTERWEAR FOR SPRING OR 
FALL AND WINTER

' Type of 
clothing

Winter Fall or Spring
Number Rank Number Rank
Rank1 2  3 4 Rank

1 2  3 4

Warm jacket CO 2

Coat 2 9 4 1 '3
Snowsuit 14 2 3 I
Heavy sweater I 6 4

Sweater 3 9 . 5 3
Sweatshirt 10 4 5 2

Light jacket cnCO-d- I

Raincoat 4 7 4
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Shoes

Growth rate of the boy as well as length of wear 

determines the frequency of shoe purchase. In this 

study, tennis shoes were purchased most often (Table XVII).

TABLE XVlI
TYPE OF SHOES PURCHASED MOST OFTEN FOR PRESCHOOL BOYS

Type of shoe
Number

RankRank
I 2 ■ 3 4 5

Dress shoes 3 6 2 2 1 3
Tennis shoes 9 8 2 I

School ...shoes 10 6 I 2

Cowboy boots 3 I 4 ‘3 I ; 4

All-purpose boots HCM ■ 5
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Colors

Parents preferred to dress the Ir sons in blue 

regardless of the item. Next in order of importance were 

red and green. The least preferred colors were orange, 

black, and violet. Jacket and shirt colors compared 

favorably with the overall rankings, but "the darker colors 

were preferred for pants (Table XVIII and Appendix E ).

TABLE XVIII

COLOR CHOICES OF PARENTS FOR PRESCHOOL BOYS'
SHIRTS, PANTS, AND JACKETS

Color Shirts Pants Jackets Aver.
RankRank Rank Rank

Red 3 5 2 2

Orange 6 7 6 6

Yellow 4 6 5 5
Green 2 3 3 3 _
Blue I I I ■ I
Violet 7 8 8 7
Brown 5 2 4 4

Black 8 4 '7 6
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Preschool Boys’ Preferences

Clothing

Little boys like to wear jeans. They chose a sport 

shirt, knit shirt, or cowboy shirt to complete the outfit. 

Many chose only the jeans and had to be reminded that a 

top was also needed (Table XIX).

TABLE XIX

TYPES OF CLOTHING PREFERRED FOR PLAY BY PRESCHOOL BOYS

Type of clothing
.Number

RankRank 
I 2 3

Cowboy outfit 3 4 I 3
Sport shirt and jeans 6 3 I' I

Knit shirt and'slacks 2 3 5 4

Knit shirt and jeans 4 3 2 2

Sweater and jeans I 3 3 5
Knit shirt arid bib overalls 4 I 3 4
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Shoes

The' boys chose tennis shoes and. then dress shoes 

for footwear". It was surprising, that, in a region 

where many men wear cowboy boots daily this type of foot

wear received little attention (Table XX).

TABLE XX

SHOE STYLES PHESCHOOL.BOYS PREFER FOR PLAY

Shoe styles
Mumber____
Rank

1 2  3
Rank

Dress shoes 5 4. 5 2

Tennis shoes 3 10 3 I

School shoes 3 4 5
Cowboy boots 7 2 2 3
All-purpose boots I 4 . 3 4
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Colors

The nursery school boys preferred yellow, green, and

black, in that order, for knit shirts. Orange and violet

were the least preferred colors (Table XXI). This
gccoincided with a study by Brian and Goodenough.

table; XXI

COLORS PREFERRED BY PRESCHOOL BOYS FOR KNIT SHIRTS

Color
Number

RankRank
1 2 3

Red 2 2 3 5
Orange 2 8 •

Yellow C\!CO I
Green 3 4 4 2

Blue c~\r4CrA 4

Violet 1 1 1 7 ^  '
Brown 1 1 2 6

Black 2 6 3 3

^^Brian and Goodenough, "The Relative Potency of 
Color and Form Perception at Various Ages," 2 1 3 .



CHAPTER V

SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Summary

During the preschool years, children become aware 

of clothing and often want to help choose it. Differ

ences may occur between the parent and child in their 

choice. It is at this age, too, that interest may begin ■ 

in the colors they wear.

Boys, ages two to six years old, gain height and 

weight rapidly. Body proportions change rapidly and by 
the age of six they are nearly the same as those of an 

adult. Because of this, it is a problem for mothers to 

keep their sons in attractive well-fitted clothes.

A technique was developed so that the relationship 

between the parent’s and children's preferences in cloth
ing, shoes, and colors could be compared. Information as 

to the methods used by parents to select clothing for their 

preschool sons would be helpful.

Subjects for this study were the nursery school boys 
enrolled in the Child Development Center at Montana State 

University and their parents. Questionnaires were sent to 

the parents. Twenty five were analyzed to determine
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factors important in the selection of clothing, as well as 

preferences in clothing, shoes, and colors. In order to 

determine the boys * preferences, the six: outfits and five 

shoe styles chosen most often by the parents were borrowed 

from local retailers so that each boy could view and select 

the ones he liked. Samples of material in the six basic 

colors, black and brown, were also prepared to show the 

boy. During a home visit each was asked to point out or 
tell which outfit or pair of shoes he would like to wear 

for play and the color knit shirt he would prefer.

Clothing for preschool boys in this study was pur

chased most often ready made, although gifts, handed down 
clothing, and home sewn items were also important. Over 

one-third of the mother's sewed for their sons because it 

was less expensive, they liked to sew, or were able to 

get what they wanted or needed. Slacks, pajamas, shirts, 

and robes were the items most often sewn. Mending was an 
important activity.

The department store is patronized more often than 

any other type store. Clothing was purchased by brand 

name because this tended to assure parents that quality 

merchandise, good performance or wear and good fit could 
be obtained. Sale merchandise was sometimes purchased to
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• help save money. Durability, ease of laundering, fit, and 

price are considered important factors when purchasing 

clothing.
The majority of parents considered self-help and 

growth features when purchasing. Simple features and 

front openings were the self-help features parents con

sidered most often. The growth features, such as extra- 

long shirts, deep cuffs on trousers, allowance for girth 

adjustment, and raglan or kimono sleeves were desired. All 

but one person read the labels and tags on clothing. 

Cleaning instructions, size, fiber content, price, and 

shrinkage were the information believed valuable. The 

majority of parents would like labels permanently sewn in 

clothing. Sizing of preschool boys’ clothing was not 

often in proportion to the boys’ size. The change most 

often mentioned in sizing was the need for labeling 

height and weight.

Most parents returned to the retailer merchandise 

with flaws or imperfections or those that did not wear 
well. Some parents, however, believed unsatisfactory 

merchandise was not worth the bother of returning.

Parents said the majority of the boys helped, select, 

at least part of the time, the clothing purchased for them
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and the clothing worn each day. The boys began to dress 
themselves as early as one-and-a-half years and as late 

as four years old.
Cotton was the most important fiber used for shirts, 

pants, and underwear. Jackets were.more often made of 

nylon. Other fiber choices often mentioned were polyester 

and cotton blend, polyester, and nylon and cotton blend.

Play clothing was most often chosen for the preschool 

boys' wardrobe. Parents preferred a knit shirt and jeans 
for both school and play. Sport shirt and slacks, a 

dressier outfit, was chosen for dress-up occasions. A 
snowsuit or a light jacket were ranked first as the type 
of outerwear for winter and fall or spring, respectively. 

The parents most often chose the colors, blue, red, and 

green for shirts, pants, and jackets. Violet and black 

were the least preferred, colors of the parents..

The preschool boys chose jeans with a.sport shirt, 

knit shirt, or cowboy shirt, and tennis or dress shoes. 

Their color choices were yellow, green, and black, in the 

order mentioned.

Conclusions

Good response was shown by the boys to the technique



?4

testing their preferences in clothing, shoes, and colors. 

Use of actual articles of clothing and shoes helped gain 

rapport with the boys.

As expected, the parents choice of clothing for play 

and school was similar. Clothing preferred for dress-up 

occasions was usually dressier, such as slacks instead of 

jeans. Jeans were chosen by both parents and boys for 

play clothing. The boys preferred to wear them.with a 

sport shirt while the parents preferred a knit shirt.

Tennis shoes are the boys’ choice of shoes for play. The 

parents listed this type of shoe as the one purchased most 
often.

Color choices of boys and parents were quite differ
ent. The boys preferred, in order, yellow, green, and 

black for knit shirts, while the parent’s choices were 
blue, green, and red. Parents ranked black last while the 

boys ranked it third. Violet was one of the least 

preferred, colors of both parents and boys..
All factors expected to be important in selecting 

and purchasing clothing; fibers used, sale merchandise, 

labels, sizing, brand names, growth and self-help features; 
were important to these parents.
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Re c omme ndat ion's

For this study

The youngest boys (two to three years old) are not 

yet ready to determine preferences and should be eliminated. 

Very little information could be obtained because they 

were too shy or did not have any opinions. Fewer types 
of clothing, four rather than six, would have made it 

easier for. young children to make a choice. They do not 

seem ready to cope with a wide range of choices.

Of greatest interest was clothing choices and this 

question was asked first. The children were most respon

sive to questions on color. The boys also tended to have 

greater interest and to have formed an opinion concerning 

the type of shoes they wore. Rearranging the questions 

so colors, shoes', and then clothing preferences could be 

tested, would have made it easier to obtain results.
Perhaps this would have gained more rapport.

Administration of the test to the boys in a con

trolled situation, such as the Child Development Center, 

would take less time and. more control of the surroundings 

would be possible.. The presence of the mother, in some 

cases, may have influenced the boys' responses.
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For further study

The sample size was adequate for a pilot study. 

Further use of this technique should be made involving 

a larger sample so comparisons in relation to age and 

family income could be made.

A study on the type of clothing available in Bozeman 

stores compared with the type of clothing preferred for 

preschool boys would show if merchants are carrying the 

clothing wanted by parents.

Observation of the boys at nursery school would 
help determine the boys’ attitude toward their clothing 

as well as comfort.

The affects of school attendance on clothing choices 

could be shown by comparing clothing preferences of 

preschool boys attending nursery school and those not 

doing so.
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APPENDIX A

LETTER SENT TO PARENTS EXPLAINING STUDY

1017 W. Alderson 
Bozeman, Montana 59715 
April 14, 1970

Montana State University nursery school age boys have 
been my choice for a research study for ray thesis in 
the Clothing and Textiles option in Home Economics.
My particular interest is in the area of "Parent’s 
and Preschool Boys' Preferences in Clothing." This 
provides an opportunity for studying the needs and 
concerns of clothing for this age child.

I would, like to send out a questionnaire' for you to 
complete stating your preferences in this area. After 
information is compiled from these questionnaires, an 
interview with your son will determine his clothing 
choices. These interviews may continue into the 
summer months.

Your cooperation in this study will be greatly appre
ciated.

Sincerely,

(Miss) Peggy Engelbach
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APPENDIX B

QUESTIONNAIRE FOR PARENTS

1017 W . Alderson 
Bozeman, Montana 59715
Mby 13, 1970

The enclosed questionnaire is designed to determine 
your needs and concerns in clothing nursery school- 
age boys.■

The question on the final sheet will help me in 
contacting you to study your son's clothing 
preferences.

Please fill out and return the enclosed question
naire by May 22, 19?0.

Thank you.
Sincerely,

(Miss) Peggy Engelbach
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QUESTIONNAIRE QN NURSERY SCHOOL-AGE BOYS' CLOTHING

Appendix B, continued

NAME____________ ____________
SON'S NAME___ _________ _̂__ _ SON'S AGE_____ years____ months

Please fill in the appropriate blank or blanks for each 
question as they refer to your son's clothing.

For the following questions» number the answers.in the 
order of preference or importance. Number I is the first 
preference or most important, number 2 next, etc.
Answers which do not apply may be left blank. I.

I. What clothing styles do. you prefer for your son? 
Play clothes

™______Dress-up clothes
______ School clothes

Other (please specify)___________________

2 . What types of clothing do you prefer for your son?
Play Dress-up School

Suit
Sport coat and slacks
Costumes, cowboy, Indian, etc.
Sport shirt and -jeans
Sport shirt and slacks
Knit shirt and slacks
Knit shirt and jeans
Sweater and slacks
Sweater and jeans
Knit shirt and bib overalls
Sport shirt and bib overalls
Coveralls
Dress ,shirt and slacks 
Other (please specify)________
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Appendix' B » continued.

3• What .is your choice of outerwear for winter?
______Warm jacket

Coat
_____ Snowsuit
_____JHeavy sweater

Other (please specify)_________

4. What is your choice of outerwear for spring or fall?
_____ Sweater.
_____ Sweatshirt
_____ Light jacket
_____ Raincoat
_____ Other (please specify)_________________________

5. What type of shoes do you purchase most often for your 
son?
_____ Dress shoes

Tennis shoes
_____ School shoes
___ _Cowboy boots
_____ All-purpose boots
___  Other (please specify)j_________________ ____ ____

6. What are your preferences in colors for your son’s 
clothing?

Shirts Pants Jackets
______ ___ ____ ■ _________ Red
______ ' ________________  Orange

Yellow
Green

■ Violet
. Brown 
Black
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Appendix B, continued

7. Which fibers do you prefer for boys' clothing?
Shirts Pants Jackets Underwear
______ ____] ____ ___ ] _________  Cotton
______ ______ ________ __________  Wool

' _____[ ~_________________ Rayon
______ ______ ________ __________ Polyesters (Dacron,

Kodel, etc . )
__________ ___________ ■_________ Acrylics (Acrilan,

Orion, etc.)
_____________________ ._____ ;____ _ Nylon
___ _ _____  Polyester and cotton

blend
_____________ ___________ _ Nylon and cotton blend
________ __ ___________ ___________ Nylon and wool blend
__  ___ ____ Orion and wool blend ■
_________________________________ Other synthetics
______ __  Other blends

8 Check the type(s) of stores where you purchase 
clothing. '

Shirts Pants Jackets Underwear Shoes 9
Department store 
Discount ‘store 
Mail order store 
Specialty shops 
Variety store 
Other (please 

specify)

9. From what source(s) is your son's clothing obtained?
_____ Gifts
_____ Handed down

'__Home sewn
_____ Make-overs

Purchased second-hand 
_____ Ready made
______Other (please specify)____
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•Appendix B, continued

Check the appropriate answer or answers for the following 
questions.

10. If you sew at home, what clothing items are constructed?
_____ Shirts
_____ Slacks
_____ Pajamas
™____ "Rohe s
■_____ Jackets

Other (please specify)____________________________

11. Check the reasons clothing is constructed at home by 
you or others.
______Less expensive

• ”___ Better made
■____Get what you want or need
_____ More choice

Better, fit 
__  _Like to sew

2___0ther (please specify)__ __________________ ________

12. IsThat factors do you consider when purchasing clothing?
Durability

_______ _ _ _ F i t
____"Price
~___ [Comfort to wearer

Ease of laundering 
[____ Color

Child's attitude toward garment 
____ Appearance
____ ..Other (please specify)_______________ ______________

13. What clothing changes in boy's clothing would you like 
to see?
_____ Greater durability
_____ Better construction
’____ Growth allowance
_____ More styles

"Self-help features
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Appendix B, continued

More attractive styles 
Other (please specify)

14. How often do you buy shoes for your son? 
One e a month

____Every 2 months
___ Every 3 months
____ JSvery 4 months
___ ‘_Every 5 months

Every 6 months

15. At what age did your child begin to dress himself? 
■ I year to 1§ years

____ _1§ years to 2 years
~____ 2 years to 2§- years

■ 2^ years to 3 years
_.3 years to 3§ years

____ "3& years. to 4 years

16. When purchasing new clothing, do you let your child 
help choose his clothing?.
____Generally
____ "Occasionally

Never

17. Does your child help pick out what clothing he is 
going to wear each day?
__ ___Generally

Occasionally
Never

18-. Do you buy by brand name ?
■ _____ Usually
_____ Occasionally

~Never
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Appendix B, continued

19. If so, why do you buy by brand name?
_____ Know the merchandise quality
_____ Fit well
”____Like styles available in that particular brand
_____’Good performance in previous garments of brand

"Other (please specify)__________________________

20. How much mending of clothing is done ?
_____ None
_____ Little
_____ Occasionally

"Considerable

21. Do you-consider self-help features (features which 
make it easier for the child.to dress himself) when 
buying clothing?
____ Always

"Occasionally
Never

22. If so, what self-help features do you look for in 
clothing?
_____ Large buttons
_____ Front openings '
_____ Long openings located for easy reach
____ JLarge fasteners
_____"Large armholes and sleeves of good size
_____ Simple styles
_____Back of garment easy to distinguish from front
____ "Collarless garments
_____ No self-belts
~____ Large zipper

"Other (please specify)

2 3 . Do you look for growth features when buying clothing?
_____ Always
_____Occasionally

Never
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Appendix B8 continued

24. If so, what growth features do you look for when 
"buying clothes?
_____ Wide hems
____ No set-in sleeves
_____ Waistline not definite
_____ Allowance for girth adjustment
_____ Extra-long shirts
_____ Deep cuffs on trousers
_____ Tucks at waistline to lengthen the crotch of

"trousers
Large underarm or leg seams to let out as needed

~____ Raglan or kimono sleeves rather than set-in
sleeves

_____ Other (please specify) _________________ _______

25. Do you return unsatisfactory" merchandise?
____ Usually

Occasionally
Never

26. If so, what are your reasons for returning merchandise? 
Does not fit .

_____ Unbecoming
_____ Garment did not hold up
_____ Garment did not coordinate with wardrobe

■■ Flaws or imperfections in garment
_____ Garment.did not wear as guaranteed
_____ Other (please specify)________________________ .

2 7 . If not, why did you keep the merchandise?
_ __Not' worth bother of returning
_”__[store would not take merchandise back
_____ Not sure of store policy
_____ Other (please specify)________________

28. Do you buy at sales? 
Often

_____ Occasionally
Never
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2 9 . If so, why do you buy at sales?
____ JSave money ■
____ Get better merchandise with money available

for clothing
__  Other (please specify)__________________

30. If not, why don't you buy at sales?
_____ Not sure of merchandise quality
____ "Merchandise picked over
____ "peel it’s not first class merchandise

Too expensive for sale merchandise 
- Don *t need merchandise at particular time of 

sale
_____ Can't wait to buy merchandise until sale
____ "Don't want to buy sale merchandise at end of

season
___ Other (please specify)______________ __________

31, Do you read the label and tags on clothing?
__ ___ Always
____Occasionally

Never

32. If so, what types of information do you find valuable 
on the label and tags on clothing?
____ Fiber content
____ "Cleaning instructions
___ _]Size
____ Name of manufacturer

_Price
_____"Brand name
_____ Finishes applied to fabric
_____ Shrinkage

"Other (please specify) ___ ___

33. What information would you like to see on the label 
• of clothing?

____ Fiber content
___ Cleaning instructions
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_Size
"Name of manufacturer
_Price
"Brand name
Finishes applied to fabric 
"Shrinkage
Other (please specify)____

34. Would you like labels to be permanently sewn in 
clothing?
_____Yes
__ ■ “No

"Don’t care

35. Do the size ranges of clothing seem proportional to 
your child?
_____ Always
___ Occasionally
_____[Never

3 6 . If not, what changes would you like to see in sizing 
children's clothing?

Height and weight given as well as size
_____ Clothing sizes better coordinated with children's

size
____ Waist and crotch measurements given on pants
[____Uniform sizes

"Other (please specify)__ ________ ______________ _ _
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NAME

Will you be in Bozeman during the summer? 
. Yes 

No .

If so, when is the best time for me to work for approxi
mately one half hour with your son on his clothing 
preferences?

If you will be out of Bozeman for the summer, what date 
will you be leaving?

If you are going' on vacation, what dates will you be 
gone?

Thank you
Miss Peggy Engelbach 
1017 W . Alderson' 
Bozeman, Montana 59715587-7024
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APPENDIX C

QUESTIONNAIRE FOR NURSERY SCHOOL BOYS

NAME_____________ ___________ _ AGE_______ years______ __months

Rank the first three preferences of the boys. Possibly 
only two preferences for question 2.

I. Which outfit would you like to wear if you are going 
out to play?

_____ Cowboy suit
"Sport shirt and jeans

_____JInit shirt and slacks
"Knit shirt and jeans

_____"Sweater and jeans
_____"Knit shirt and bib overalls

2. If you are going out to play, what shoes would you 
like to wear?
___ _JDress shoes
_____JTennis shoes
____ JSchool shoes

"Cowboy boots 
"All-purpose boots 3

3. Of the different colored tee shirts which would you 
like to wear?
_____ Red
_____ Orange
_____ Yellow
_____ Green
”____ "Blue
_____ Violet
____ JBrown

Black
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APPENDIX D

INFORMATION. ON CLOTHING AND SHOES USED IN STUDY

TABLE XXII

INFORMATION ABOUT CLOTHING ARTICLES USED IN STUDY

Type of 
clothing

Brand name Price Fiber
content

Care
instruc
tions

Type of 
store

Jeans Farah
Gold Strike?

#3.bo 88/£ cotton 
12% nylon

Specialty
shop

Cowboy
shirt

Karmen #3.98 6 5$ polyester 
35$ cotton

Perm.
press

Specialty
shop

Sweater Carol Evans #2.98 100$ orlon 
acrylic

Hand
washable

Dept. 
store

Sport
shirt

Rob Roy #3.50 65$ kodel
polyester

35$ cotton

Perm.
press
Soil
release

Specialty
shop

Init
shirt

Donmoor #2.75 100% combed 
cotton

Machine
washable

Specialty
shop

Slacks "Little 
Farah"

#4.00 6 5%' polyester
35$ farel

rayon

Perm. 
press

Specialty
shop

Sib
bveralls

Health-1 ex. $4.00 5 0$ acrylic 
5 0% cotton

Perm.
press

Specialty
shop
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Appendix D, continued

TABLE XXIII

INFORMATION ABOUT SHOES USED IN STUDY

Type of shoe Brand name Price Type of 
store

Cowboy boots Ranchwear 
Western Boots

#6.99 Dept. store

Chukka boots Toddletime #5^99 Dept. store

Suede oxfords Toddletime #4.99 Dept.•store

Tennis shoes Penneys #2.99 'Dept, store-

Scuff tip oxfords Toddletime #5.99 Dept. store j
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APPENDIX E 

ADDITIONAL TABLES

TABLE XXIV

TYPES OF STORES IN WHICH SHIRTS, PANTS, JACKETS, UNDERWEAR, 
AND SHOES ARE PURCHASED FOR PRESCHOOL BOYS

Type of 
store

Shirts Pants Jackets
Number Rank Number Rank Number Rank
Rank

1 2  3 4 5
Rank

1 2  3 4 5
Rank

1 2 3 4 5

Department 19 I I I 19 I 2 I 18 2 I I
Discount 2 2 1 2 4 1 2  2 1 4 3 I 4

Mail order 4 3 2 1 1 3 3 4 2 I 2 3 2 2 I 3
Specialty 3 5 2 1 2 3 4 2 3 3 4 2 2

Variety 1 1 1 5 3 I 5 I I ■ 5

Underwear Shoes Aver. Rank

Department<19 2 1 18 3 I I I

Discount 1 3  1 2 3 2 I 3 4

Mail order 3 3 1 1 1 2 I I 4 3
Specialty 3 1 1 4 9 3 1 ■ 2 2

Variety I 2 5 I , 5 5
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Appendix E, continued

TABLE XXV

FIBERS PREFERRED BY PARENTS FOR SHIRTS, PANTS, JACKETS, 
AND UNDERWEAR FOR PRESCHOOL BOYS' CLOTHING

Fiber
Shirts

uh— iiw ITii*1*

Pants
Number
Rank

1 2  3 4 5

Rank Number
Rank

1 2 3 4 5
Rank

Cotton 11 4 I I 15 2 I I
Wool
Rayon I 9 2 5
Polyesters 7 2 1 3 5 3 1 3
Acrylics 2 2 2 5 I .7
Nylon I I I 7 I I I 5
Polyester & cotton blend 6 7 I 2 2 3 6 I 2
Nylon & cotton blend 2 3 4 I 4 I 4
Nylon & wool blend I I 8 ' I 7
Orion & wool blend I 2 6 I 7
Other synthetics I 9 I 6
Other blends I 9

Jackets Underwear Aver
No. Ran { Rank

Cotton 3 2 2 1 3 23 I ""l ’

Wool 6 4 11
Rayon 2 I 7 7
Polyesters 4 2 2 2 2 4
Acrylics 3 2 5 6
Nylon 10 I I I I 5
Polyester & cotton blend 4 6 3 2 2
Nylon & cotton blend I I 8 I I 3 3
Nylon & wool blend I I 9 9
Orion & wool blend I 10 ■ 8
Other synthetics 10
Other blends ■ 12-
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Appendix E , continued

TABLE XXVI

CLOTHING TYPES PARENTS PREFER FOR PRESCHOOL BOYS 
FOR PLAY, DRESS-UP, AND SCHOOL

Play Dress-up
Type of clothing Number Rank Number Rank

Rank Rank
1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5

Suit ? I . 6
Sport coat & slacks 9 2 2 2
Costumes, cowboy, Indian 4 1 1 6 1 2  I 10
Sport shirt & jeans 8 7 2 1 2 2 3 1 8
Sport shirt & slacks 3 2 2 5 5 7 1 2 . I
Knit shirt & slacks 3 3 2 4 6 3 4 1 1 3
Knit shirt & jeans 13 6 I I 2 5 7
Sweater & slacks 2 1 1 8 6 4 2 3 4
Sweater & jeans 5 4 1 3 1 2  1 9
Knit shirt & bib overalls 3 I I l 7 1 1  I 11
Sport shirt & bib overalls I 10
Coveralls I I 9 - I 12
Dress shirt & slacks I 11 8 1 2 5

School Aver. Rank

Suit I 10 13 -
Sport coat & slacks I 10 9
Costumes, cowboy, Indian 3 I 8 8
Sport shirt & jeans 7 3 2 3 4 4
Sport'shirt & slacks 10 3 3 2 I
Knit shirt & slacks 6 7 2 3 3
Knit shirt & jeans 9 6 2 2 1 I 2
'Sweater & slacks- 1 5  4 I 5 5
Sweater & jeans 4 1 2  I 6 6
Knit shirt & bib overalls 1 2  I 8 10
Sport shirt & bib overalls I 10 12
Coveralls I I 9 ' 11
Dress shirt & slacks 1 2  1 2 7 7
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.Appendix E s continued

TABLE XXVII

COLOR CHOICES OF PARENTS FOR PRESCHOOL BOYS' 
SHIRTS, PANTS, AND JACKETS

Shirts Pants
Color Number Rank Number Rank

Rank Rank
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 I 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Red 6 7 1 3  2 3 2 3 2 1 I 5
Orange 3 2 1 2 2 1 6 3 1 2  1 7
Yellow 6 3 6 2  I 4 1 4  2 1 6
Green 5 8 5 2 2 4 8 2 1 3
Blue 17 6 I I 17 3 4 I
Violet I 1 1 1 1 7 I 1 2 8 .
Brown 1 3 3 2 1 1 2 5 6 12 I 2 • 2
Black I I 3 8 2 3 4 1 1 I 4

Jackets Aver, Rank

Red 4 9 2 4 2 2
Orange 3 1 1 3  2 6 6
Yellow '4 4 3 1 I 5 5
Green 6 3 5 1 1 1 3 3
Blue 11 7 2 I 1
Violet 3 3 8 7
Brown 5 3 1 3  2 4 4
Black 2 1 2 1 2 7 6
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