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Tyrell Robotics Corp.
Dr. Edwin R. Tyrell
Sector 17-530
Jupiter Sattelite #2

T.Z.S5. FPartnership
Brian L. Spahr., A.I.A
Sector &, Zone 381
Los Angeles, CA.

Dear Mr. Spahr,

After our previous meeting with you and your staff we have
finalized ouwr decision to go with your firm. It is obvious that
your design team has the capabilities to solve our bulding with a
trend setting solution.

I feel that the aspects we discussed earlier will be quite
pertinent to the success of our building. Form and imagery must
be our primary interest. Obviously the rigorous constraints of
the Replicant production will be crucial, but-for now a striking
new building type is our primary concern. Enclosed are some very
flexible sguare footages for your review. Later into the design
sequence we will send you complete module specifications. As for
now with our diversity and mobile production an articulate
program should not be your concern.

We at Tyrell would 1like this building to reflect an icon,
expressing our dominance in the line of bio-mechanics. It must be
the best building on Earth symbolizing our great power and
excellence in the field of robotics. Flease continue your work
for us and we will schedule a meeting to finalize our contracts.

Sincerely, |

b e

Dr. Edwin R. \Tyrell
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The Tribune Competition

* Exerts from original competition program
Introduction

The Chicago Tribune’s one hundred thousand dollar Architectural Competition,
announced on June 10, 1922, attained a three-fold objective. It coincided with the
seventy-fifth anniversary of the Chicago Tribune. It had for its prime motive the
enhancement of civic beauty; its avowed purpose was to secure for Chicago the most
beautiful office building in the world. It aimed to provide for the world’s greatest
newspaper a worthy structure, a home that would be an inspiration to its own workers

as well as a model for generations of newspaper publishers.

The Tribune Paper

The Chicago Tribune made its initial appearance in June 10, 1847-four hundred
copies printed on a hand press in a single room in a building at Lake and LaSalle
Streets. The Chicago Tribune, truly part of Chicago and meshed with its destiny, has
also grown each day contributing no mean share to the political, social, and economic
development of Chicago and the middle west. Today the Tribune employs over thirty-one

hundred people and produces over four million newspapers weekly.

{ the C i

The Chicago Tribune proposes to erect an office building upon its North Michigan
Avenue property for the housing of its executive and business departments, the project
is to include enlarged quarters for the steadily expanding departments now operating
in the Plant Building. The new structure will be erected directly in front of the
Plant with a frontage of 100 feet along Michigan Boulevard and will become the
headquarters of this great city newspaper. In addition to ample facilities for

present operations, the building will be adaptable to the future expansion of all




departments.

To erect the most beautiful and distinctive office building in the world is the
desire of the Tribune, and in order to obtain the design for such an edifice, this
competition has been instituted.

1. Proposed Building:

The proposed building will be erected upon the unoccupied portion of the Tribune
property at 431 North Michigan Avenue. The building site has a frontage of one
hundred feet on Michigan Avenue and extends one hundred thirty five feet east along
Austin Avenue.

2. Conditions and Requirements of the Building:

A. Tt cannot be reiterated too emphatically that the primary objective of the
Chicago Tribune in instituting this competition is to secure the design for a
structure distinctive and imposing-the most beautiful office building in the
world.

B. Each competitor is referred to the accompanying plot which indicated the
present sidewalks and grades along the site of the proposed building.

C. The lower stories of the new building will be used by various Tribune
departments. The upper stories will be available for public office space.

D. It is assumed that the building will be made solid over the entire available
building site up to a height of at least 175 feet. From this point the
competitor may step back the building as he sees fit, bearing in mind that the
Chicago Building ordinance permits the occupation of a building for office
purposes up to a height of 260 feet (This height was increased to 310 feet
after the competition.) The use of a tower as a feature in the design is left
to the judgment of each competitor. Should a tower be considered, its limit
of height must not exceed 400 feet (modified to 450 feet) above Michigan

Avenue grade level. The area of the tower or a portion of the building




extending above the 260 feet (310 feet) limit must not exceed 3600 square
feet.

E. The number of office stories is left to the judgment of each competitor. The
heights of the lower stories must correspond with those of the adjoining Plant
building.

F. From the Michigan Avenue grade level to the 260 foot limit of height for the
main portion of the building the depth of reveal or distance from the property
line to the inside face of the plaster walls is limited to 6 feet on both
Michigan Avenue and Austin Avenue.

G. The exterior building materials are left to the judgment of each competitor.

H. Each competitor must fully comply with the Building Ordinance of the City of
Chicago.

Responses to questions from competitors.

It is unnecessary for the purpose of this competition to know the mechanical needs
of the Chicago Tribune or to be concerned with the plans for developing and extending
the various departments which will occupy space in the new Building. The ﬁurposc and
desire of the Tribune in instituting this competition is to secure primarily a
distinctive and beautiful exterior design.

The provision for stepping back the Building above a minimum height of 175 feet
should in no way be confused with the requirement of Paragraph F, which limits the
reveal from the property line to the inside face of the plaster walls of the building
to 6 feet on both Michigan Avenue and Austin Avenue. The depth of reveal referred to
applies to the exterior wall treatment only, and governs the depth of a continuous
wall carried to a maximum height of 260 feet. A recessed loggia or a monumental

entrance reveal would not be considered a violation to this requirement.
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