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Abstract:

From Montana’s initiation as a state until 1946, no Republican had ever been elected as a
Congressional Senator. In 1946, Zales N. Ecton defeated Leif Erickson in a virulent and scurrilous
campaign to become the first. The nature of the 1946 election is not unpreci-dented in Montana
politics, but it certainly ranks with the most vituperative. Although an immediate cause of Ecton’s
victory relates to.the obstreperous tenor of the campaign, the complete explanation is broad-based and
certainly not uncomplicated.

Burton K. Wheeler’s defeat by Erickson in the Democratic primary became of particular significance to
Ecton and the Republican attack.

The "smears and counter-smears" prominent in the primary served to develop a foundation on which
Ecton was able to expand. Thus the constituents were initially socialized by the Democrats lending
validity to Ecton’s extension of similar accusations.

The role of the press in Montana and its relation to the Anaconda Company provides additional insight.
The "Company's" opposition to Erickson, coupled with its control of a certain element of the Montana
press, provided Ecton with an advantageous political tool.

Although Erickson's political career had been short, it provided Ecton with additional avenues of
attack. Erickson had developed powerful political enemies and had been associated with groups and
projects which became politically detrimental in 1946. Ecton was able to effectively exploit these and
other elements of Erickson's political background during the campaign.

1946 found most voters discontented with President Truman's transition to a peace time economy. The
whole spectrum of public discontent was exploited by the Republicans, nationally as well as locally, by
relating the problems of the Truman Administration to Communist subversion in both the government
and the Democratic Party. In Montana, Ecton was able to easily reshape the G.O.P. 's attack of the
Truman Administration and re-apply it to Erickson and his political background.

It is impossible to measure the exact significance or impact of the aforementioned conditions relative to
the Senatorial race. In 1946 no viable polls were being utilized in Montana. Scientifically designed
polling devices would have aided greatly in gauging the constituents' view of the significant issues. It is
true that such evidence is not all conclusive, but it is certain that the additional tool would have greatly
aided this researcher.

In that sense, the more direct, ostensible conditions which allowed Ecton's election have already been
suggested. There are, however, many additional factors that will be considered. The lack of survey data
or any accurate measuring device has prevented this study from being totally selective.
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ABSTRACT

From Montana's initiation as a state until 1946, no Republican
had ever been elected as a Congressional Senator. In 1946, Zales
‘N. Ecton defeated Leif Erickson in a virulent and scurrilous campaign
to become the first. The nature of the 1946 election is not unpreci=-
dented in Montana politics, but it certainly ranks with the most
vituperative. Although an immediate cause of Ecton's victory relates
to .the obstreperous tenor of the campaign, the complete explanation
is broad-based and certainly not uncomplicated.

Burton K. Wheeler's defeat by Erickson in the Democratic primary
became of particular significance to Ecton and the Republican attack.
The "smears and counter-smears" prominent in the primary served to
develop a foundation on which Ecton was able to expand, Thus the
constituents were initially socialized by the Democrats lending validity
to Ecton's extension of similar accusations.

The role of the press in Montana and iis relation to the Anaconda
Company provides additional insight. The "Company's" opposition to
Erickson, coupled with its control of a certain element of the Montana
préss, provided Ecton with an advantageous political tool.

Although Erickson's political career had been shori, it provided
Ecton with additional avenues of attack. Erickson had developed power-
ful political enemies- and had been associated with groups and projects
which became politically detrimental in 1946. Ecton was able to
effectively exploit these and other elements of Erickson's political
background during the campaign.

1946 found most voters discontented with Pres:Ldent Truman's transi-
tion to a peace time economy. The whole spectrum of public discontent
was exploited by the Republicans, nationally as well as locally, by
relating the problems of the Truman Administration to Communist subver-
sion in both the government and the Democratic Party. In Montana, Ecton
was able to easily reshape the G.0.P.'s attack of the Truman Administra-
tion and re-apply it to Erickson and his political background.

It is impossible to measure the exact significance or impact of
the aforementioned conditions relative to the Senatorial race., In
1946 no viable polls were being utilized in Montana. Scientifically
designed polling devices would have aided greatly in gauging the
constituentst' view of the significant issues. It is true that such
evidence is not all conclusive, but it is certain that the additional
tool would have greatly aided this researcher.

In that sense, the more direct, ostensible conditions which allowed
Ecton's election have already been suggested. There are, however,
many additional factors that will be considered. The lack of survey
data or any accurate measuring device has prevented this study from
being totally selective.
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"The Democratic Primary: An Upset and the Impact of Poi-n"

This thesis is primarily an investigation of the 1946 Senatorial
race between Zales N. Ecton (Republican) and Leif Ericrson {(Democrat).
The general election, however, cannot be viewed in isclaiion, for the
framework within which it took place was establislizd by {he‘character
and outcome of the Democratic primary directly preceding‘it. The
prirary was important in two ways. First, it saw the wnexrected
defeat of the nationaily prominent incumbent, Burion K. Wheeler,
Secondly, the primary provided Republicans with tactics and D;mocratié

vulnerabilities they capitalized on to the fullest extent.

.

AN UPSETE A THE IMPAC'-I‘ OF SHOCK

In ietrospect 11: appears thatWhéeler's défea‘t provided +the
Republicans with a.n initial adventage in the general election. For
Qn-e thing, the incumbent Wheeler had represented Monta..n:—l. in the -
United S‘tétes Senate for twenty-four years. Few expected that
4 W‘neele;r".s ﬁomination_ would be A,vserilously_ tﬁreatened. _He had gained
national promineﬁce and was even s'uggésted 'as a possibl_e presidential
cardidate in 1940, on the charice,, .of-cé,urs‘e, that érank_lin D,

Roosevelt . refused re-nomination. flthough controversial, Wneeler

. 1, "National Affairs*, Time,.Vol. 35-2, April 15, 1940, p. -21.
See alsn Robert Bendiner, "Men Who Would Be President", Nation,
"~ Vol. 150, April 27, 1940, Do 532._~‘ : -
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was held ip hlgh regaxrd in Montana. It J'.S“ for- this reason that he
had hot lost a county in an electlon; prinnefy or g.enelral, since 1925,2
Additionally, it is ﬁot certain that. Le‘“i-f Ericlgson, Vheelexr's
political 'c;p:pozient in 1946, presented az{--aaequate political alterna-
tive., Erickson, in only 1944, had been 30111’1‘3..1.)’ \.efea'tnd in the
Gubernatorial race. Sam Ford (Ftepubllcan), supported ’ny the Anaconda
Company’,: was able to overpower Eri-cksonjby more uha.n 9_4,000 VO't,es.3 |
In spite of his 1944 defuat, Erickson maiﬁ;tained some 'prestige and "~
was still repected fég ‘his political .pote‘zi‘tial. ' The -general- feeling:. . '
" was, howewer, that E'Iticksvon's' oppoeition_)‘t:e .Wheeler_woizid "~onl;9r prove -

i campletely' destvoy Ericksbn's career. -.'The Miles' C:"."'*-z "S‘Ear summed

up +he gsneral sent_ment relevan‘" to the prlmary wbeq it no’ced th
by ba.rgmg into a hattle with Wheeler, Erlckson wau ccmli,tmg hl.,
career: to one of literal’ “polltlcal sulc:Lde“ 4 ‘

Ezuckson m:'nved 'the electlon prealctlcns wrong, howe rer, by '

defeat:mg Wheeler in what has since been cc:lled the "Mon'tana mlra.nle .

2. Joseph P. Kelly, Unpubl.shed Masters TheSlo, Montana. State
Un:.ver31ty, .L959, p. il. ‘ ; ) s . o

3. The mpact of the 1944 eleculon, the- role of the Aﬁeconda '
Company, and the. explo:Ltable nature of Erickson's polJ.t:Lcal background
will oe dlSCLS ed J,n Cnapter II., S ) . A

f,;4’, MJles Cl‘ty Star, fans: 21, 1946, p. 4\,

.' 5.' Joseph Klnsey Howaxﬁ, ¥The Iec,lne a.nd Fall of Burton K.

Wheeler". Harper's Magazine, ‘Vol. 194, March, 1947, p. 226. This™work

Yo can alsu. be 4.ourd 1n ’Ihe Montana Past An Antholo . eds,, Mlchael P.

-5
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Wheelex_' ¢laims in i’etrospe-ct thai_; ‘he' knéw immediately: tha+ he was in
"deepntrouble" in the. p:rim_a:v.;y.g :It is not -clear that the 'i:onetituen‘ce
were as seh’sritive't.o this as Wheeler. "On the eve of tre.primary, the
gam‘olers in Butte, for ins‘bance, were _glv:'mg -3:1 odds against Erickson
wining.] " SR o

‘I'he impact of Wheeler s loss -is well 1llust rated in the following
campaign incident.. Senator Alben W. Ba'rkl,ey"of Kentucky Democratic
Majority leader, campalgned in Monta.na dur..ng the 194& genexral. electlor‘
on behalf of Le:.f Erlckson a:nd ‘the Democrat:.c ticket. His llnal
speech, glven before a capauty crowd on Octobev- .,went r=first :Ln |
Helena,, xe-empha.s:Lzed the. 11nger1ng shock at Wheeler 8 def’eat. Bowipgl
_to the eha:.man, -Barkley began:. “ |

"My colleague Sena tor Wheeler... The sec'ond ‘oow f».'res,r.xever:' :
completed The rustl:mg hall was suddenly st:Llled. zBé1kley 'tdl*ried a

little pale, coughed and ::ecovered . 'f...and ‘my colleague Qen- tor

Mur“ay' " .8

" Malone and Rlchaﬂd B. Roeder, (Mlssoula.,_Uﬁiversitylof‘Montena Press,
: 1969) R s .

- . Burton K. Wheeler, Yankee From the Wes* (Carden Cn.ty, New D
York--‘ T‘ox,\“bleda;,r & Company, Inc., l°625 _ p. 401. v '

T Ibld., pe 409,

- 8. Joseph Klnsey Howa:r.d, "The I‘ecllne ard T1all of Burton K. 3
Wheeler", op. c:Lt., p. 226 : . D : .
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'Senai;or-Barkieyvs error typified the difficulty of discussing
Montana polltlcs at the exclusion of Senator Wheeler., At best,
Wheeler's defeat 1o Er:x.ckson in the 1946 prmary was accvp'bed w1th
great astonlshmentg

While Wheeler's defeat was startlmg, “the Democrats obvxously
' belleved that Erickson was .a strong poll‘t,lcal canaldate. It will be
de-term:.ned however, that in retrospect Erlc;cson presented a V.Lable
polltlcal ‘target., Wheeler has argued tha”c ‘the Anaconaa Company. supnort-'
ed Erlckson in the prmary, and then forcefully quppor"te'i Ecton in the

9

general elﬁctlon. if that was trve ’Jz.ﬂ:t.':!.cksovl'q wz.n in the pxmary o
was, vn.ewed dS a v:Lctory for the Ecton ccnser"at*ves. Ir:e-eg';-ar.élless_ﬂ it. _
,mus‘h be rc-cogn_;zed tha‘c f‘or the first. tlme in tWenty-i our yéars, 't‘.m
Democratlc Pa...“."tj was functlonlng at tﬁe exclu.non of oera"or Wheuer.‘
It is not certa:m that "Jheeler would han provxded a stronper polltlca.l
candldatevtnan Er’ck:on, but the shock of hlS defeat, coupled W:Lth

rlckson's pollhcal weaknesses, prov1ded. the Republlcans w;hh an

' early advantage. .

TR PR_LMA.RY ND THE IMPAC’“ OF INNUEN’DOES

‘ The poll'tlcal fra.mework for the general elect:.on was , 3.n part

R

9, ¥ neeleu, Bul’con K., Pexsonal :Lnterv1ew w:Lth Mlohael P. Ialone,
Assistant- Professor of Hlstory, Montana State Un;versmty, Bo_,eman, _

. Montanaj _May 23, 1 970; K.R. Toole dLagrees ‘with Wheeler and argues - thaf
: _"Wheeler lest.in spite of strong oupport from Anaconda, . R Toole, S
Montana A Ur.common Lang (Norman- Dn:LV. of OkJ ahoma P:r:ess 1959) .p.‘ 225.' :




...5-

de termined by the tenor of the Democratlc prlmary. The Brickson -

Wheeler campalgn exposed vulnerabllltles and provided pclitical tools

upon which the Republican party capitalized,
Ericksbn's victory, as haévbeenisuggestéd, was noi’easily

determined. Although the meanfin Montana eléctions has al ways been

.typlflea bv emotion,. charge and counter-charge, the 1946 prlmary

initiated a campaign that outdld ihe norm in a barrage of scurrilous

innuendoes. Wheelez'SVadﬁantageous position at the initiation of ths

1645 pr¢rary, coupled with his cowtrovsrslal natu*v, neceésitatedn

that E*ickson ctimulate a potent attack.‘ In this respnct the

'"smeals" ‘ante "counmer-smnars" promlnentJln tne 1946 prlmary were'
'.51gn1f1cant in prepar:ng The foundatlon for the Rep o‘lcan'“ autaCA

-~ of Erlckscn 1n the Congressional electlon..

At the onset, Wbee)er was ﬁontent t0 seek re-nom1nat;on on the

‘strength of hlS record he offered no spe01al nrogram or prOMl:°S.‘

The 1ncumbent told a St. Loa1° Postéqug_jch reportef that the »r al

o issus: was "whether we ware gOlng to let the P.A.C. L Dolltzeal Autlon o

Coxmm.ttee_/ and Smnn,f Hlllman [1a.bor leader for the V.I 0. _7 run

Amerlca.?1o :

Lelf Erickson and hls supporters v1goroasly attacke@ Wheeler'

_ 10, - People S V01ce, July 12, 1946 . Copyright s- ﬁry'bv Rlcharﬂ

. Baumhoff, staff correspondent for the :St. Louis: PostéDL patch
”.Quoted 1n J senh P, Kelly, op. clt., p. 23.
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lrecord, maintaining -that his obtuse actions iﬂ Congress wevre not
to thé best interests of Montana or the bemowats.ﬂ
It is not my_Aintent' to relate the total rhetorical content of the
primary, but I will retrace those aspects of the primary that had

influence on Erickson and the Nov, 4th Congressional election.

- CAMPATGN FINANCES

Much was said and writien, during and afier the primary, about
the source of the .c'ampaign buagets for both ca.ndidateé. Bailey
Stortz, Wheeler's caﬁapa.ign cha:'gman,‘ complained ~that between $100,000
and $150,000 was being spent to smear and discredit Wheeler. Erickscn’s
iforces namcd no figure but consistently allilded'to the.‘_ vast amounts »
at his opponent's di3pos‘al,1-2 The Nation charged thai; "Wheeler's
campaigﬁ was marked‘ ‘with shoddy te chniques he picked up as an American.
Firster, complete with .phargzes' that his opponent was financed by
Communists,r-New‘York-Jews_.,and' Wall St-'z'ee"t."B, ‘Wheeler waé conyinced
'enoﬁgh ‘pf aforeméntioneﬁ chargss, however, té ask 'i;he Senate Committee

~on Unfair Campaign Practices to investigate the campaign. The Senate .

-~

11. - ¥any prominent liberals in Montana feli that Wheeler had
destroyed his relationship with Franklin D. Roosevelt, -and ithereby his
ability to "get things done", by his strong opposition to the court
packing plan, lend lease, and. our involvement in World War II., . -

1_2;" Joseﬁth.:Ke]_.ly, OP. cit;, Po 270

13. Nation, "The Shape of Things", July 20, 1946, Vol. 163, p. 5%




-investigation, under Robert A. Baker, initiated .its study in Helena on -

_July 8th, just one week before the election.

'In a prepared statemenﬁ before the committee, Wheeler declared,

"I want to know how much money tﬁe.P.A;C. and the C.I.Qo‘are sendiﬁg '

14,

into this.state against me."
The Committee eventually determined that Albert Lasker ~and his
wife, as well as Mrs. A. Greenbaum, all- of New York City, contributed.

$1,000 e'aéh to Ericksbn's can'xpaign fund. . $4,250 more came from the‘

‘New York. and Chicago offlces of -the Comm;t‘*ee on Public lAffa:Lvs with
',A:t"thur ds GoldSmltn as its secretary. S In addltlon, the Unlted Au’to ‘
‘Workers of Detroit submitted $3 ,OOO to tne ‘fund, glvmg both :,he- '

'P A.C. and ths veteran's commit'tee"f'or Erickson $1,500 eac‘n. The

National Marltlme Unlon of. New York also submltted $1, OOO. Also,”

’ usually llsted in the out-of-state endo“sements are Sena‘l,or Mu.rmay s.

16 ¢39;50'

'two contrlbu .,:ums for .$1,000 . each. o

'I'he commrhtee also detem:med that both Wheele_ and. F*lckuon were

‘Zgui;.ty of utlllz:.ng funds derlved :f.‘rom ou’c31 e sources. Ea:.ley

Stortz told the comm.uttee that of the $18,747 in V’heeier's campalm

. 14‘. Great Falls Trlbune, July 9, 1946 Quqtéd.i;; Joseph P. Kelly,
N Opo Clto? p. 4-59 ' Lo ) . . . )

15. Mbvert Lasker was. head of the Unlted Stateo Shlppmg Board

- u.nder Pres:.dent Harding.

o f'."16; Wiles City S'ta.r, Oct. 27 1946, Pe 9, Nov..1,3',.1“94‘6_,- pe 135
-~ Montana S‘tandard Oct. 9 1946 ...d. page. s S
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fund $7,000 found 1ts roots in sources outside Montanao17 |
The effect that the campalgn-exnend1+ures investlgatnon had on

the cons+1tuency is dlfflcult to determine. Gerdoﬂ Reideof'fhe

New Reépublic felt that because the hearlngs were *eported "all over

the state", Wheeler's plan to expose Erickson "backfircd® cos%ing him
votes;?s The quesiion be came increasingiy 1ess'significan{, however,

as Erickson began to campaigi for the Senate. Erickson's affiiiation

with "ouiside interests" was, by that time, well ¥nowmn, and Ecton &nd

" his supporters, in the general electieﬁ,;pqnfidently_exploited‘%his

association.

SMEAR TACTICS & THEIR BEFFECT AND th GENFRAL ELEuTION

Th° uenate 1nvestigation under Baker aetermlnea that the campalrn

) ) 19
had been one ‘of the most "wlclous .0 that haa ever been carrled on."

'_money" and the CeleO0-Pe A.C.'s supnort of : r;ckson, to an atuempt at.

vCommunlst subver81on.29'”Wheelsr has~n9ted.of'@he Qommunlsx'?Bogy"-;n

17¢. Independent Record, July 9, 1946 :Q@oﬁed ianoseph.?.

.v_Keily, op, olt., Pe.. n5.1

18. Gordon Reld "How ”hey Beat Wheeler" Netioﬁ, Vo¥. 115: 1,;

- JuLy 29, 1946,:p.. 100. ot e

-‘19. Bu*ton K. Wheeler, Letter to Yhe Author, Nov. 27, 1970.

0720= Independent Record (delena), July 8 1946, Do 1 July 10,

. Whee]erg 1ate 1n the. electlon, often conrected Erickson's "out51ae R
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the 1946 };rimaxty,» ceo tnat the Communlsts campalgned agalns+ me and
my sec’retary, Bailey Stortz, eee In Butte, just’ b..‘oxe the _pr:unary "
election, “they [ the- -Ana‘cond'a ,Ccimpany _7 had a meeting of all tl'le
Slovaks at Columbla Gardens and uhey brought in some Co*nmunlst

leaders who spoke, I not only was not 1nv1t.d bu't was tord 1 couldn‘t

get in, but Er;’.okson was there...” ?1 Wheeler felt that the Communists '

took an aétiye part in Ihis defeat, basica‘llly because he had been
aga‘jnst"ﬁussi‘an ambitions during the war, 20

Irregazﬁless, it i= not my purpose to indicate he‘*e wh:Lch
De‘nocratz_c prlmary capdldate, if elther, was assoc.;ated with Connnun;ma

Communlst smearv tactics were prom_lnent Iana uysed func*t_;.pnall_y Igy both

Acandidates and in that sense developed é, political steppi.ﬁlg's.tbne Lo

be utilized by the Rﬁpubl':cans in ‘the Cong“ress:.onal e;ectlo L,.. I‘u*r'iﬁg" :
' the p'eneral electlon ultra-conservative comen‘ba'tors (1.e., F\.lton
Lewis and Larry Hmith) autrlbu ued Wheeler's prlmary defeat by Erlcksor

%o a "Comumst smear" amd told Monta.na.ns that the v:l.ctor, who was

23

now standaxd-bnamr for. Wheeler's party, was "endorsed by '‘Moscow".

Th*oughout \,l'e electlon, ‘Wheeler had chargnd t‘qat tha \“I O.

o 21'. Burton K \"heeler, Let‘ber to the Author, Nov.'.:, ’ 1970. '

: 22, Burton X. Wheelpr, Unpubllshed J.ntervs.ew by Mlchael P. Malone, ’
.Ma.y 23, 4.970, P. 15. : . .. .

23_° _ Josepn K_Lnsev Howazﬁ, op. cﬁt., p.. 230.. “,'-‘_,




'sebretary?of.Montana_Congféssman Jerry:0'Connell.
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labor organization was Communistic and {hereby a’ threat 15(;'A.mer:i.ca.,z4
He saw Erickson's association with that radical lébor group as an

attempt by Communists at subverszion. These kinds of attitudes

certainly laid’ the groundwork for a virulent attack of Erickson by

. ' ‘ _ c
Zales N. Ecton and his supporters during the geneval eleption:zJ

Wheeler's attempt to connect Erickson tolthe Communisi pariy
through his association with the C,I.0."s Political Action Committee

(P.A.C.), then, set the pattérn that Ecton would utilize.

_ QHE DANAGE OF POISO

That Wheel\z was damaged to any extent by the mxdqlﬁnglng campa;pu
of the Erickson organlzatloﬁ, 1nulud1ng the siapder dzssemlaated 1n a
vook writfen by David Xin, dlla.s "Plotk:m", and fmaneed by Eastern

1ndustr1allsts, is: w1de1y doubted,2§ The 394-page, hard ,over-cn? oo

. dlatrlne_was publlshed in Mlssoula by John;E. Kennedy, a §6rmer' L

T The:title,>

- 24. Joseph P. Kelly, op. clt., p. 86, -

25., ‘We shail see in Chapter *II that Erickson was supportcd

i flhan01ailv and actlvel by the ”onpress of Industrlal Organlzatlona -
o POllthJL Action Lommlt,ee.; v, : : : S

- <26 Bozeman Cnrnvche, Sept. 19, 1946 p. 6.1 1”

_ 270‘ Burton K. heeler, Yankee From the West, op. clt., P 408.
This. infermation was made .available. because 01 tHe benate investagaulon
Commlttee and 1ts work in helena. ‘\ ‘ T :




~ in the campaign for us -to cou.nter it
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The Plot Against America- Senator Wﬁeeler and the Forces Behind Him,2.8 .

indlcates the text to be of questlonable .Lntent or ouallty. Wheeler

‘has said of the book:s "/ It / was so laugnably trashy I doubt if it

could have ‘done me any harms In any event, :Lt was introcduced 'too lnte
’ 29 .

It has not been my purpose to sugge.;‘c that Wheeler lost the pr:.mary
e:Lther because of the ouu-uof-state funds atilized by Erlckson or - -

because of the Commun s“t smear tactlcs.30 1t is mdeed_doubtful that -

‘either played a sizeable role in. determmmg 'the' "electic)n resul ts.

It was, however, Erlckson's mlsfortune to. be :anolved in a campa:.gn
spewn wlth v:.rulent rhe'torlcal attacxs. ‘Not only did.'th:s de er a

reorg..nlz.atlon of pa.rty strength but it also prov:Lded an efi‘ectlve

'polltical tool to be exploJ_ ‘ed by the Republlca.ns. 'Ihe scurr:.lous

use of the "Conmunlst oogey" in the Democratlc przmary certalnly gave

v"-Ecton's ex uens:Lon of. smllar accusa.tlons a certe..._n element of . val:ullty.

Ecton would probably ‘na.ve u"Gll.LZEd th:Ls at ack 1n any case bu't it 1s ‘

s:n.gnifu,ant to nove that ‘bhc publlc was ml‘blally soclal:.zed or -

. prepared for these tactlcs by ohe .Democrats ‘bhemselves. -

'}' pre

- 28. 'See Dav:Ld George Knn, 'I’he Plot Agalnst Amerlca (MJ.SSOU}.(_:.,

. Montanas - John E. hennedy, PL.bllshers 1946). .

29, Burton F. Wheeler, ‘Iankee From the West, op. clt., P. 409.

30.'. Ti‘or a survey of‘ the reasons for Wheeler s defeat see-. Joseph

P. Kelly, op. cit.s Gordon Reid, op.. cits, s Dan Whe tstone, "Why Vheeler
~ .Fa:.lea' P:Loneer Press (Cut Ba.nk) July 26 1946, edltorlal page.‘ o
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. "The Senatorial Candidates: The ’,'Back_grouhds. ‘
° _ and an Element of Predictability".

Like the Democratic primary, the personal and poli,tiéai bac}cgrc;pnds

of the éandidates say much in--explaining the political tenor of the T

general election. The.bnét account of the his,tqry of. the Erickson’

fam:ﬂy was w“ltten by Leif's fathe ,» Cluf, and published in the .

Wisconsin Magazine of Hist‘or,z.j-

e 01af:'ﬁricks~on,'{l,eif’s .gi‘andf'athei'; a,nd his wife .y‘vére inmﬁig_r’afnts‘ who
arrived in Quebec from. Norway- on .fuly 19 1867. Eventualiy “the ‘Biickson -
faml.,_‘;r settLed :m Wi scons:m, whers Olaf acqulred fcur small fa;ms.z

He was "de \bermined that his bovs shou_d, be ‘farme*s"‘ and ‘thereb" -

attemn+°d to turchase eﬂough 1a.nd to prov:.de tlﬂem w:.tb the ._m.tla- 1

star+ Lelf‘s father, Oluf became flrmly entrenched in ‘She pursulus

of- agrarlar l_tfe.. .

Iz' 1917 cr *918 Leif Erlckson's i‘amlly left W:Lscms:m te settls in -
McKenz:Le uounty, North Dakota.B, Lolf was- about ele ven: \)eare old at”’
the tJ.me, a.nd only one . of seven uhl_d.IPP- .Since -thern home was -

lo\,ated close ‘to S:Ldney, Monta,na, the Erlcksor’s were scbooled in

‘a

~1e O.Luf' Eri ckson, "Ola*“ Erlckson Sca.ndlna.v:Lan Frontlersman,"
Wisconsin Magizine of HlS'tOI‘)L, Fart. I, Sep%..1947; Part 'II, Dec., 1947; -
Part. 111, March, 19.L8. To prevent. con:msion, it should ‘oe notlced that -

"Lelf's gra.ndfather'@ name is Olaf whlle hlS father's name- J.f Olu“ o

'2".:‘ Oluf Erlc‘f.son, Pa.rt 11, op. cit., p. 189.

3 01ur Erlckson, Paw—t Ty ops c:Lt., Ps . 7. .
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that smdll urban’center- and correspondingly cohsiaer@d'themselves‘
4. '

In these early &ears life for thé'Erickson family waS'difficult.
Leif and- his brother made the aourney from Wlscons1n, with - the
llvestock, in an 1mm1grant-cattle caxr,. <In their firs{ year on the '
plains, the Erickson Iamlﬁy was forced to livé'in 2 iar paper shack.s
| Leif Erickson was. not 1nterésted in followzng the‘sgr<r1an tradiition

of his family. “He graduated from bldney ngh'SChool in 1944,§ only -

- %o enroll at the dn;ve*szty of North. uakoxa in 1926 After a jear and

-

a half, ‘he left %o contlnue hls studles a+ the - Un1VPrs,tv of Chwcaai

Erlckson desired hls educntlon enougn to work his way. tn*ough achool

‘w1th an assortment of Jobs an;udlng- Short order_coox,,tax:ucab8

' dr;ver, switch-board operator, door'tofdoor salesman, .and waiter and

cafetefia"ﬁanagér.9i.1n additign, Eriqksbn'provga-his robust nature by

4.. Joseph P. Kelly, "Study ‘of the Defeat of Senavor Wheeler"?'

Unpublished Masiers Thesis, Montana State UnlverSLty Buzeman, Monuana, '

lQr9, p. 15.

5. Lelf Erﬂckson, pe:sonal 1nterv ew w1th Joseph P. Jnlly, .

,'May 16 1958. Clted in Ke1¢y, 0P c1t., p.‘1b.

:6; Peop‘e's Volce \Helena), May‘3 1946, p. 1.

7. Who‘s Who In tne Wesu, Publlaher, Kenneth N. Arvlemlre,

(Chlcagc, Tilinois: The Von Hoffman Press Incey 1970-71), p. 181,

8.’ Tlme, "Natlonal Affairs on the P»cord", July 29, 1946, Pe j6.'

LR

. 9 kelly, op. cit., p.v16
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winning the 'BigyTen'heavyweig’nf wres “tl‘ing_ champ’ionship.u He ‘Was-
‘gra.n‘ted a Bacheloj" of Aris Degree .in Philosophy :Ln 1931 and a Doctor
- of JurisPrudence Deg'ree in 1934.

' Erickson's eany agrarian background cau,_ea hJ.m to rec,ognlze the
problems related to Ia_er:Lng a:adl_ ranchlng.‘ Al though mr;tck.:on's
agrarian rooté should not be overstiressed, ‘it was of some. signiiicanbe.

. as E:cicicséﬁ, ‘in the generzl electien, ‘was ablg_ to win four of"the- s:ur
wheat” coupties.ﬁ Tt must e, _:yer'c_ognized, ‘nowever, thést'Erivcks‘orf was
considered aLl:'Joe:t'a.'L.;j)2 In t.hat sense, the Farmers Tnion haé
'trad*tlonally supported the more" llberal or progrcss:we polltlcal a

1eﬂdersn1§

ERIL-KSON AND T'rIE MED.LATION BOARD " AN AVENUE OF A‘I’TACK

After Erlckson graduated from the Unlve'r'slty of uh Lcago, he
réturned $0 Sidney to practice law and _wag.‘ elected' coun'cy attorney’ .

for Richland County- in'1936. " In 1938, Evickson, at age thirty-two,

10, ©St. Louis Post-Dlspatch _uly_je, 1946, p. 6. fited in.:
_Kellv, op. c:L.,., Po- ‘-.5 S S SR Lo e .
See appendlx VL.
12. Ju.Les Ao Karl.m "Progress:.ve Polltlcs in Montana" .Vol" 1.

L of A 'History-of Montana, eds., Merrill Burlingame-and. K. Ross Toole,
(New York- Lewm H:Lstorlcal }?ub1 1sh1ng Company, 1937 ’ p. 275"

13... Ib:Ld., P 248. i

-.;' : 14 TlmP LoINe o O'p. Clt- ') po N 16‘




~15=
became the youngest man ever to be elected to the State'Supreme
Court as an assbciate jus‘tiee.15 He served Montana in that capasity
until 1946.

Erickson's background in law allowed President .Roosevelf to
appoint him', in the early 1940's, to act as reféree in 150 cases
‘before the Railroad Ad jusiment Board déaling with railroaﬂ' rules.16

While the appointment initially appeared to forward Erickson's |
catreer, it eventually provided .the Republicans with an avenue of attack,
Erickson was, during the 1946 elec*t;ioﬁv accus“ed of earning $8,700
working for the Federal Railroad Mediation 'Bo‘ard while at the same
17 .

time collectlng hls $7,5C0 a year as a Supremp Court ,Justlce. In

addrtlon, President Truman appointed Erlckson to serve as chairman -
and member of six emergency fact-finding boards under f.he Railroad
Labor Ac*lb.*'g Ericksori again was confronted with collecting fifty

- dollars a day for 1473 days for his ad,]udlca.tlon work, while contmulng

19

to collect his state_ salary. Ralph Anderspn, a fomer-ju‘s_tlce of

‘ 15, Who's Who In Amerlca.n Polltlcs, eds., Paul A, Thesis and
Edrund L. Henshaw, Jr. (New York: R.R. Bowker Co., 1967}, Do 205.

16. People's Voice (Helena), op. cit., May 3, 1946, po 1.

17, Miles City Star, Sept. 29, 1946, Editorial page;
- Daniels Cmmty Leader (Scobey), Oct..17, 1946, Po 1o

18, C—reat Falls Tribune, March 9, 1946 Po 1o

" "19, Independent Record (Helena),:Oct. 51 1946, p» 10,




o a day." .

L
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the Mon‘ta.na Supreme - Cour‘r,, vehemantly accused Eri ckson of anrofes ional

ethics in a state-—wme radlo address onJy foar days before the election:
"While Er:xckson sat on the Supneme Court beuch, the court's
prodgctilvity decliﬁ_ed 40 percent and litigénts were é.ompglled %o wait
mé,ny mc-)n.ths fo;' deéis_ions..ﬂ', Anderson said, "with a ﬁember of the
court ... earning extra _pocket money .é.":. the raté O_f: fin‘:"t';y dollars
20 ‘ -
Al though Ericksonl gained some‘ilationél ﬁfomihence fo'r his

appointments in the’ ma.ny rall‘*oad lltlgatlons, “‘-1ére can bé little

Idoubt that these actlv:.tles eventually tht hlm in the po.L;Ltlcal
erena. - Jnepublicans such as Ralph Anderson used Brickson's -assoc:;.atié:n

: Wlth the Ra:\.l*ﬂoad Medlativon Board to questlon ‘his prof ess:.onal etnla

| The a‘billty:of the Republzbans to\ralse questlons about_Erlckson"s '

‘character became significant as issues relative to Communism developed.

‘ ERICKSON‘S POLI’[‘ICAL BACKGROUNT‘ AND VULNERAB]I.ITY

In 1 944, Erlckson was. nom:ma.ted for. Govemor on’ the Ilomocratlc

..*ficket. ‘He was resoundmgly defea‘bed (2( ooo votes) ‘ny Sam Ford at

'the sa.me tlme *bhat Franklm D. Roosevelt Was carry:.ng +he state w1th .

(21

o plu*alltj of .21 OOO votes. .In 'the 1946 benatorlal race Ecton

'2_0'. Tndenonde\nt Record (Helena), Oct. 31, 1 Q46 , p. 10.

21.,_, Independent Reﬂord (Helena) Nov. 4, 1946, p. 6; Wa.sh;\.ngton

Star, Octs. 10, 1¢ 9463 Zales N. Ecton, Nanusc“lpt Collect.gon, 1946-52
Montana btaue U*uvers:.ty L‘brary, Bozeman. .o .




‘Brickson mitlally repudla*bed the dlrect support of the P. A.G. s

.’P.A.C. seée. (,hanter III. R

-
constantly remirded the Montana constituent of their disapproval of

Erickson in 1944. Not only was Ericicson’s defeat in 1944 a poli‘tica;l_'

<

disadvantage, but his adsociation with the Political Action Comnmittee -

(PeA.C.) and his support of the Missouri Valley Authority (M.V.A.) in
that election was also detrimental. '

It was speculated that Erickson, in 1944, was supported by Sidney

Hillwman. and the P.L.C. .22 'That committee was. allegediy associated with

Communism and its a’ttempts to ga:.n con'trol of the government. 'I)on
Chapman of Great Falls was pres:.dent of the Montana Farmers Union and
chairman of the local P.A.C in 1944. 3 He and the P.A.. (‘.' openly

24

end orsed Erlckson before the state Democratlc convent;.on. . Whlle

25"

the final weeks of tne elec tion, he. welcomed the.end orsement.2

) Orators 1n 1944 corres;mndmgly clamed that the I)emocra‘t:.c Par+y had B

bnen 'l:urned over to Sldney H:Lllman, and “that E:r'lclrson was only a pawn

"r7

of these . "sa’boteurs of the process of democracy.

.22. Tor a p'reater expla.natlon of the role and oru*lns of the

‘ '23;"Great Falls T‘r'lblme Sept. 18 1944, p. 1.s

_24. . ‘Jules &. Karlm, "Progressz_ve Poll‘sics :Ln Montana", oD, 01t~-

25, ”:“f‘Montana Standard (Butte), Sept. 9, *944, Do 1. o

‘26.".-'Peop1e‘s Vo:.ce (Helena), NOV“ 39 1944’ p. 1

.'27. Jules A. Karlln, “Progre551ve Pol"tlcs in. Montana" ,‘ ODs cit;‘ ‘

We'-'xtern News (Libby), Oc fe 19, 1944, Py 4, Co.g. 1, - SRS

> by




'July 13, 1945, p. 1.
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The'accusafions-of Sam Foid:and hiswsuyforters;in IéﬁA“beoamew
increésingly.important in the 1946 Senatoriai election'bécause, iikei
the 1946 primary, they‘provided tﬁe foundation for a sjmilar‘butwmuch :
more viru;onf éttaCK,.

Like his affiliation with the 'P.A.C., Erickson's support of the
M.V.A. in 1944 was easily exploited b}‘/.Ecton in the 1946 campaign. <"
While Foxd strongly opposed the M V.A., Erickson was actively invol'ed
in the Missouri River development project. Erlchson was, in fact,

29

named ' the Chaizman . of the Reglonal Assoclaflo of the M V. A.

-

Although Erlckson's loss in 1944 cannot be explalned evclu31ve1y by
his support of the M.V, A., it was. certainly of maJor consequence°9
The 1ssue re-appeared in 1946 and Lrlckson's previous support of the

program was “crucial to Ecton's campalgn. ”Like‘+he M. Vs Al issué Ecton

was able to capltallze on the prev1ously mentloned aspe ts of Erickson S -

pdlltlcal record. Erlckson s service- on the Rallroad Medlatlon Board, i

hlS assoclatlon w1th the P.A.C., and hlS support c’ tne M.V A. d_l

* ‘proved pol;t}cally.detrlmental:1n 1?461’

28. For 2 more thorough descrlptlon of the M.V A., see

”Chapter lII. :

" 29. New York: Tlmas, July 15 19469 p. ‘3 People's V01ce (H lenaj,

" 300 For comments by Erlckson supportlng the L.V.A. see B*lllng;

. Gazette, Oct. 18, 1944, p. 13 Great Falls: Tribune; Oct. 22, 1944, Pe- 1,
.- For comments by FOﬂd refutlng the’M.V.A. ‘see, B.illngg_uazette, Oct. 8,
.‘1944, p. o : o .
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ZALES ECTON: AN AGRARIAN BACKGROUND

Zales N Ectqn, like Erickson, was not a natz.ve Montaua.n. He

was vorn in "'eldon, Iowa on Aprll 1, 1898, the son_of Axrron S. Ecton.

‘a ranche:r:.51 When Zales was nine, the Ecton famlly lefs Decatur_-

County, I‘owa and moved west tn Ivlonta:iq, ) Zaleé received his -preliminaxy
educatipn at 'ﬁublic s-chobls' in dallatin Couﬁ'by, Montanei‘; cand 'é‘btended
Montana.,Sta“te ollege (Bozeman) from 1916 to 1919, ard. the University
of Chlcago from 1919 +o 1920,32 o f' : _ g t - L
He then bg came ipvolved ‘ln'-ranch-ing %ﬁjld fa:r:‘ming‘and,.vwas .su‘éc_essfxlzi :

enougn’ to eventually claim oxtensive hol.di_ngs".in la.nd and. cé.ttie

- arOundA'Mazﬁ:attan.:- Eci';én maintaiued these interests until his death

on- Ma*ch 3, 1‘961.“ 'Ec*on no% on'ly raised cattle, but E;e alsc uwtilized

.,'uuch of his land to ralse gra;u. In that respect Ecton was not only -

a member of the Mon‘ta.na Stockgrowers Assoclatlon, but he was a.xso ar

ﬁ. Thus element ‘of ‘?cr.on’q~

A"bavkgv'ound ‘be came. 1ncv'easmgly mportant as he funcmlona]ly usect hls

fa rmlng.f experlences in an at'tempt to show empathy for. and "to draw

coL 31: og;raphlcal Dlrectory ef *he Ame rican Conp"rebs, Chalrman,

;- Joint COREI"l‘t‘tE(—" on - Prlntmg, Carl Hayden.' Compller, Jemes L Harrﬁon.
. _(Washingion D. Cat J.c..Government Prlntlng uff'.Lce 1930). p.\1117. L

”32. ‘ 'I'he National’ VClcpaedla of Amerlcan Biograpny, Un:.vers:.*ty

o Microf:lns A Xerox Company, Ann.Arboi, Michigan, Reprin't Copys
"‘(New Yorks s James T. White and co., 1906), Vola: 49, Do 9A9._1 .

'33; Ibld.
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support from the tradltlonal Democratic farming communities north of

the Missouri River on "the "ngh-llne"*.,

ECTON'S POLITICAL CAREFR AND CONSERVATISM :
Ecton was elected to the Sta‘te House of Repmééntatives from
Gallatin Coun'ty Whe'q }'e v-{%.s 'thlr'%y-fﬂve years old. 'He served in "c.hat

)Q_’ 1
capacity from 1933 to 193-3",7; Fcton then Jnl“tla“ted his car@er as ‘a--

.
State Senator Yrom Gallatin. Cm;nty and served until 19,5,. ;[n addition

. ~t c .

10 the e.forer’xer’tior d, he ser\md from ]940 to .L944 as c‘rlairman'o"f *he -

B
Montana State Republ*.ca.n (,en'n“a.ﬂ?Cor’rm:rt:‘tee,,34 Ecton's pol:.tlcaﬂ

exper:ence a_nd 1niiu:.= 108 made him the llkely candidate for the Go0. P,
' nomlnatlon in- 1946 Pulles Rcmnev has sugges ted 'tha't-Ecton‘s onvonent' ‘

" in 'fhe prlma*y (R.E Skeen, a Nor\.hern Pac:Lf.Lc Brakeman from 1511'4 mhrs)

35

e*lter«ed the campalgn on a Wager. - At any rate, Ecton dommated the

6
polling resu..ts wh:n he collected 22 731 votes ‘to Sk'wn's 11,226.3'
37

Ecton was a: wel'i known conservatlve in Montana polltlcs._

L9

CHis

] voti’qg rucord :Ln ‘th° State House and Spna,t\. mdicaued tl*s.m he favo-"ed B

34.

. po ‘720 ."',IN‘

“Ibid. R |
"':35..\‘-"' stern News (L:Lbby), Sept. 12 1945, De. 4.
\ =.36o~:, Ellis: Waldron, Montana Pol 11;1@ Slnce 1864, {I«I;xssoula, .
Montanas Montc_na *‘**te Unlversuy Press, 1938), p..3;.6.;, S
' -,5.7., U S Nevr:, "People of 'the Weelr"; Nov. 8 1946 Vol _21‘:'2,




1944,

dls‘crl’uuted abou't 55 pexcent of the ,tota.}. Sundc.y clrcula'clon. o
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the Businees commﬁnityvin Montana és oﬁposed to the smaller intéresfsiBe
Thls, of course brought cries that if Ecton were elected he, would be
a puppet of the Anaconda and Montana Power Companies. The Anaconda .
Company did support Ecton and thus foughthrlckson with the same v1gorv
it displayed when-Erlcxsonaattempted to nnseat~GovernorlFord 1n
aa 39

The support of the "Interests" (i.e., the Anaconda and Montana

Power Companies) certainly provided Ecton'ﬁith'a defini{e-advantage.

‘ It lS well zecognlzed that the- Monta.na prese "xas played a’ pecmlar

40

rcle in the dlsse'nlnatlon of the "Compa;nles'" PO.thll"dl power.
In 1959, it was de*termraed that the Anaconda Company . ovmed.- newspapers

in- four of 1~1e fiv’e 1a-gest citles in Mon'ba.na and consaquently

41

38, . For a.nalyzatlon rof- Ecton's voting record on crucial bllls

see, People's Voice, July 26, ‘1946, po 13..Auge 2,°194h, pe. 13 Aug. .~ -
9y 1946, 9. 13 Auge 30, 1946, Pe 1=~-Sept. 6, 19A6, p.-13 Septo 13, 1946

p. 1; Sept. 20 1946; p. 13 Sept. 27, 1946, p. 1;.0ct. 4 1946 DPe 13
Oc\.o 11 1946’ D. l Oct. 18 1946' p. 1. R .

9 - Jiles A. Karlln, "'Progness:.ve Polltlw in Monta.na", OFa -

' clt.. p. 2'(5..~

40. See John My SchJ_'Ltz, "Montana's Cap..lve Press" Mon ua_na' .
Op iony I, June, 1956, p. 3; Richard T. Rueitén,’ "Anacon.da Journals.sm-

~ The End- of an Era" Jourdalism Quarterly, Winter, 1960, p..4; Richard-.
PR (P RL~H¢n, "Togetherness- AT ook .mto Montana Journalism",. The’ Monta.na S

Past  An Anthology, eds., Michael P. Malcne and Richard: B.. _Roeder,
ﬁﬁgsoula, Kontana: . University of Montana. Press, 1959); "Anaconda o
Couniry", Economist, Vol. 184, Sept: T, 1957, ps 766; Mcntana Kalmm,‘
(Missoula) Oct, 24,.1958, bS 2s. Hungrj Horse News: (Columbia- Falls),

- Jen.. 30, 1959, Be 2._,~% S ST

. 4 The Anaconda Company owned a. controll:mg mterest k50?5 or more)
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Anaconda's hegemony relative to the Montana press wenti beyvond

Just its immediately owned newspapers., hewever, It has coften “een
sugge'sted that a»ofear of the Company a.nd' possible economic re prisé.ls
explains mach in understanding Anaconda's domina’i;i:an of the Montana
press.

Of the ten daily and thirteen weekly newspapers surveyed in this

study, only Miles Rommey's Western News (Libby) H2 and Yarry Billinga's

People's Voice (Helena) supported Erickson over Beton. 1% was aga.in-

- to Bcton's advaniage that neither-of these publications were dailies
which certainly affected their total circulation and gzlyti.m.ate inzpéct
on the voting c_ons‘titﬁency.-

Conversely, at least seven daily hev’ispapers fo::céi‘ully supported

Ecton. Amomg these were the Miles City Star, Montana Standard (Butte),

Bozeman Chronicle, Independent Record (Helena), Lewistowa Democrat

‘News, Havre Daily, and the Billings Gazette.
The most objective news coverage was provided by the Great Falls :

Tribure ahd the Pioneer»?ress (cut Bank). A1 though the Tr‘ bune did

not sunport the Democrats with the v:.gor of Romney or Billings, the

. in the 3Butte D .ily Pozt, Montana Standard - (Butte) Livmgﬂfon unternr:*.ze, :

Indbpendent Rezoxd (}ie,‘l e’qa), Billings Gazette, and the Minewsl
‘Publlun.mg Co. in Superior. This information was.deiermined whem, in
1951, the Fairmoni Co**poration, a subsidary of Anaconda attempted to
purchase a share o1 +he Great Falls radlo station FBBo ; :

42. The site of tHe Western News was moved to Hamilton iz 1947..




bold type;.

“25-

paper's interest in the election and fair coverage of local, politicél

news items helped the Democrats be heard. Dan Whetstore's Pioneer-:

. N O . - - )
Press provided fair news coverage as well-as clear, probing-editorials.
Although Whetstone deplored the Communlst smear t:ctlcs of the

43 he eventually supported the ‘Republican Party s he

Republicans,
eipressed-a fear of Commmist infiltration in governmen%°44
In 1946, the "Company" press played an instrumental role in the

dissemination cf "Smear" campaign techniquesg One of the papers mos+

radically -potent in its attack of Erickson was the Miles City Star. .

A% the eipense of unbiased‘reporting, the Star-showéﬁ disfavor for

) Erickson, not only Jn 1ts ed1tor1als,45 but also 1n the many ‘paid

poln.tchl adveltlsempnts it permlt"ced to be pr_..nted 'Ovze such fulipage'

adverulsement utlllzed three parallel heaﬁllnes printed in one. 1nch

" ANERICANISM OR COMMUNISM" -
. "BYRNES FORETGN POLICY OR WALLACE RUSSTAN. POLICY" -

"ECTON OR ERICKSON"46

43, Pioneer Press (Cut'BanP), Oct. 25, 1946, Eaitorial page.
I+ should be noted that in 1946 .Dan Whetstone was a’ ﬁepubllcan

fNatlonal Ccmrltteeman from Montana..;',\

. 44..« "1or\e4=r Press (Cut :Bank) Sept. 13 1946 Edltorlal page.

45.: Miles Cluy Star, Sept. 29, 1949, Ecton Paperq, op..cit.,'

Oct. 18, 1946, p. G

o '_ -:‘4’6',‘ Mlles cnz s+ar, Oct. 27, 19A6, Po 13, Nov..3 1946, Pe 13,
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The nature of the press and its relation o the "Montana ‘wins®

says nmuach in explaining thé general tenor of the-campaign. In a

" . state W:Lth vast distances, sparce populatlon, and gerera.lly inadequa'te

fac:lltles i‘or mass cormmznlcatlon, the role of the Montana press is

significant. In this respect, Ecton was ~a‘t a considemable »:advan‘tage

as he dom:«_na‘t;ed the’ Montana press releases. This aqpect of the

campalgn is certa:mlv 51gn1flcant in understanding meton's ewmtual

victory.

Lo e
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. "The Campaigns: _Covernmental Controls Versus Reaction®

- <
THE PLATFORM COMMITTEES

On Tuesday, Augus't ‘i}th Montana Republlcans convluded a two-day
°tate Convention in Helena. Among those in .attendange wag Carroll
Reece, Chairman of the National Committee.: Typifying'a‘, new feelihg

of enthusiasm and confidence developing in the G.0.T., Reece concluded.

. that the 1946 Cengresneion'al-elections 'offeredv,-Republi'caxw "the -bés '.‘_,.,’ '

chance- for victory ... Sinee the Democra"cs w.on‘con'brol of - the Federa.i

gove:mment in ZL932."1 'I‘he platform tnat Reece ma:.ntalned would

"1nsure" a Republ:x.can Congress was bas:.oally a “ehash of t‘qe cl ssical

Republlcan dlspute wlth F.D.R.'s "New Deal". Const:.tu‘ted of elgh't

' '. po.mts, it - called for-

R TP A reductlon in- the huge govemmental bu”eaucracy

. 2. Mn effective means of 1nvest1gat1ng subvers 10n in Washlng'hon
3, _An end to. contyols on the econcmy .~ :

. 4. Jobs for World War II veterans .

"‘Se. 13ro*tectlon of state and local rights’ _ .-

6. . An end  to secret conferences with forelgn governments ‘

. T A reduction in income taxes: . :
8o, An end .%o deflbl't spendmg2

In announclng the platform, Reece smulta.neouslj hlnted at the
over-rldlng theme the party would ut:xLLLze to g::.ve contlrulty to itse

campalgn o "The vote:cs are t:.red of senseless and irrltatlng controls

1. Indgpendent Record (Helena), Aug. 13, 1946, p. 10. ‘

c2y Ibid.
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diectated by bureaucrats who draw thelr political J.deology from Moscow"
he po:.nted oty "/ “They_/ have come to realize that the...’oarfy in
power is domlnated on the pollcy-maklng level by elemen‘ts antagorustlc
to the Amerlc.an form of governmeNteeses' n3 * The democracy had Ibeen put on

clear notice that “patriotism" would be central to G.0.P. campaign .

-tactics, On such.a basis Montana Républicans readisd themselves for- .

-a heated and emotionally-charged campaign.

. Three :Weeks. later the State 's'Democr.a'ts' convened in-Great Félls,.,,

convinced, despite. the obvious schism caused. by the *harxrd foughtt..

'prim_ary,v that the party could regain 1ts former harmony and reunifica-

tion.

Their platf‘orm hlghllghted pollcies aJready J.nlt:l.a’fed by the Truman .

admnustra tlon and respectfully supported by the- Democratlc Party :Ln

.Montana.. In summary, it favored- o

-1 Support fo:c the U.N, '
2; Veterans benefiis similar to those called. IOI‘ by the GoO. P.-
"~ 3. ".Continued federal support of farm Jloan agencles
‘4. . Rural electrification to every. farm in. Montana
5. . Continued .federal support.of l&bor
6. Aid to the small businessman -
T Programs' to. control inflation - i :
8. "Efforts to establish Indians as 1ndependent crtlzens
9 Improvemerw and extension of secial oecurltv -
10., ' Support for:a .plan for development - of natural resources,
. ,(referrlng to. the MlSSO‘LtL'l Valley Authorlty) )y

30 Ibid.

4 Grea+ Falls Tr:l.bune Sept. 7, 1946, p. 1.
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'Addi'tionally; the convention attempted to meet the J'mplioa'tion :
tha.tv B,e‘puolican leaders would use the Con.uﬁun:ls'b scare ‘-tecl;niqué
with a pl-‘edge of militant _'opposition to: any_organiz';ticn that would
undermine American insti‘tutions.sv ’ | |

The 1946 Congres.31onal elec’l:lon Ain Mon‘tana, then, had been. stdged

with programs and apneaJ.s represent:mg the mood. of t’ne natronal

‘parties. - Such Republican pla'tform Pl anks ,as a red.ucta,on of economic

controls, a reduction oi‘ income taxes, a reduction‘ in govermnent‘él.
bl;reaucracy, and an end to deflc:.t spending cer»a:mly afironted
basic concepis: of the "New Deal". -Tha.t the Democra‘ts. on the other
hand, were hOpa,ful of ex‘bend..ng the "New Dea_r" was . bes+ ewpressed
by those planko on agrlculture labor, social seourlty; n:r-al
electrl‘flcetz.on and the"M VoA N

'“he 1946 campalgn found the dlspute over’ governmenta.r con‘trols e

at the core of the poll'tlcal rhetorlc.§ 'I"ne Montana - Dﬂmocrats

_campaigned in support. of "Néw Dea.l" prograns whlle.:- -,h-e Republl-cans'

mamtamed 'tha.t cont.mued governmen'ba.L growth and c‘mtrol wou.Ld des+roy

democracy by tend:mg 'towards soclalz.sm a.nd even Commu.nlsm.‘?‘ "-Ma-gor

‘issuesi were govermnenta;l.- prloe . flxmg,. v,tho:' _MlSS ouri- Varley\_Aﬁ‘thority,,

5¢,Tibia._‘.' - “f'_ :[5 1~‘f_;l

“6." Yew York Times, Nov. 10, 1946 Part v, ». 3. ‘ Zﬂ- S

o 7.' . U S News "Key Issues 1n the 1946 Election" Vo“ 21,
Oct. 24 1946 Ppn 24"'51: ) ‘, . . 1_7.4, -
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and the planned economy.

e

GOVERNMENTAL CONTROL, THE 107.‘>P.A. , AND THE MEAT CONTROVERESY

. Publi'e djsea‘tisfaction over govermmental ccontrols was openly_
expressed 1n they months pre“ceding the ele‘.ctiono It appeared thet_ the
admieistrat;ion's ple.nned peace-time re convexs ion ‘program would not
solve euch probleﬁs as inflation, unemployment,l sher'tage of consumer
goods, a.nd l‘ebor 'unree t.s Bﬁr early 1946} ' '@he' general public dis conf-'
tentmen-t haxi become ‘& serious consideration if the Democrats v;req:*e to
have a "st'r‘orig showing in . the 1946 mid-term electim]s."l

Much of the publl” d:.ssent over governmental cont*ols revo.Lved

arom.d Truman* s attemp't, in 1946 to control inflation. On July

ﬁwéntv-fifth, Tmman'signed into law a bill- that would- enlarge the

_wart:une governmental powers and extend the Offlce of Prlco Admln:.stra-

tion (0 P. A.) for one -more year.9 '.['he continued splral of J.nﬂetlon

) demonstrated that ”che 0.;.A. was an J.neffectual weapon. .And when on.
-August 20*h the govemmen‘t trled 1o use 11’.: llma.ted au uhOI‘l ty - to stop

g the soar:.ng p 1ce of meat by re:unposn.ng cellmgs, 11vestock Towers

8. For further 1ns:.ght 1nto the domestlc problems of the -

. early Truman. years see: Henry B. Parks and Vincent P, Carcsso,

Recent America (New York: Thomas"Y, Cronwell Company, 1963)5 ‘Dumas
Malone and Basil Rauch, America and World Leadershlv 1940-1945 (Nevr

~ York: Merldlth Publlshlng Co*npany, 905) Vol. VI

9., T:mma.n's request of Congress to extend the 0.P.A.. Wds me*.

wﬂ;h a pill that was virtudlly useless as an anti-inflationary weapon. N
-~ Truman’ vetoed this blll on -June 29, but relucta.ntly accepted 'the o
o sllghtly stronger 0. P A, 01_11 on- JulJ 25.,
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" refused to market their a_.nimals.‘IO The shortage of meat was keenly

felt in Montena,n_l Not only -the Montana cattle%nen, but the voting
public at large reacted negatively to-the 0.P.A. and price fiving.
. By early Octobexr, the 0.P.A. meat restrictions were _caueing

considerable political turbulence. On October 10“th; the beef indus try

- had coupled a demand for the immediate scrapping of price controls

with a promise of providing an ample lsﬁppl‘y of meat, possibly before .
the N'ove“mber" e].ectiom°1-1_ on the fifteeoth of Octobe;r,' Truman
notlfled the meat :mdvst“y that the 0. P A.'s price cell Aings on cattle
and corres pond:mg ‘oy-products Would be. resc1nc1ed.12 }Iniortunately

for the Democrats » the Montana Press report/ed. that Truman, before -

“making his éecision on the 0. P'A. , had conisidered buyihg the catile

on the pla.(n,_ in an attempt to evenly re-d:.strlbute the mea’t.
Zales . Ecton, on ‘the same day that Truma.n reported t’*e O.P A. .

retractlon, commented on the meat problem. . "Some of the bu caucrais .

.ha.ve been talklng of selzmg the cattle on the ranges to solve a
meat‘ shortage- which e‘xz.sts" Ecton malntalned "onlv be cauue the

‘law of supply and dema.nd was not permrtted to fwxctlon. The (‘ormnunist-

Danly Worker advocated se:Lz:mg the ca.ttle and se the bureaucrats a.nd

© 10, Pa:rks and Larosso, op. cn.t., p. 2050

e Da.lly Inter-Lake (Kal:.spell), Oc 10 1946 o..le o

' 12: Da:Lly_ TnterT,ake (Kallspell), Oct. 15 1946, p. 1. ;

)
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13

fellow travelers evidently see eye 10 eye." :

GOVERNMENT AL CONTROL‘ AND THE MISSOURI VALLEY AUTHORITY

As early as 1942, governmental control relative' to the develop-

14
k] -

ment of the Missouri River became politically significant in Montana.
Almost immediately the Missouri River develcpmwent project became a

controversial political issue as numerous and varied plans wexre

15

submitted for consideration. . A lack. of co=ordinated planming led

1o increased misunderstandings until Senator Murray, in 1944; created

a bill to estatlish the Missouri Valley suthority (M.Y;A.)°16

As was previously noted, the M.V.A., issue was of major consequence

in the 1944 Gubernatorial race,ﬁ' Exlckson's close association 4o

13, Miles City Siar, Octe 15, 1945, p. 3.

14, The Termessee Valley Authority ‘Act (T.V.A.), +he first
experiment ir integrated development of a river basin, became law
in 1933, The next yeér, Senator George W.. Morris of Webraska,.

. T.V.A.'s sponsor, introduced a bill to create a Misseouri Valley-

- Authority. Although the till died in the Senate Irrigation C‘ommittee;,'

it stimulated interest in the development of the Misscuri River basin,

15, For a comprehensive -study of the early propqsals for the
development of the Micsouri River see Joseph Xinseyv Howard, ""oldpn :
River", Harpex's Magazine, Vol. 190, May, 1945, p. 513,

16. Vesley Price "Battle Over the Missouri River", Readers
Dlggst, Vol 48, Ap» 11 1946, p. T1i the same article appeara in .
- The Satutday Evenlna; Posz, Vol. 218:4, Jan,. 19, 1946..

. 17. For comments by urlckson support;ng the. M V. A. see,
"Billings, Gazette, Oct. 18, 1944, p. 13 Great Falls Tridune, Oct. 22,
1944, p. 1: for comments by Fozd el ut:l.ng the. M. V A. see, Bill;\.ngs
Gaze‘t‘te Oct. 8, 4.944, Pe 1. . ‘
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Senator Nurray and the M.V, A. program-in the ] 944 race dld much to
cause Erlckson soeventual defeat. 18 -Although he “attempted to remain
quwet on the N.V A. issue in 1946 Erickson's silence did little to
dlspel the belief that he was in -full support of the M. J.A'.19
‘l‘_he- -Republicans o in 1946, were agr;in- forcafu'il;*f:opncsod to the
M.V.A. . The 1945 Congreus stalled on M.V A, proposa.l deflgned in
parit, by Senator Murray. O Under his pla.n, three meyvi would have

been. appo:i:trbéd»'by the President to'ﬂ-initia'be and develc»p a sys’tem oi",

da,us and - power *plants on both the (,olumbla (c.v. A,) and M;Lssourl

“"River. . I‘L is . s:Lgnlflcant that it was not speclflea that the appo:.ntees

be res.Ldents of Monta.na,m It is for ‘bh:.s reason that it was. feareﬂ

'that Montana would lose con'tro'! of the Missouri Rlver water by the

developmentof a syste‘m tha.t»would -only '—sto're wa;ter for down—stream ‘

hyd:co-elbctrlc nlants and.. ultlmawly destrov ithe J.r-.bga.tn.on poten'tlal

in Montana.- It was. well lmown that new proposals would ba des:tgned
, and coxmequently, the M.V.A became a concern :Ln the subbequen‘t :

" ele ct;on.“ '

8. New York Tmes, July 15 1946 p. 1; People's ‘Voice (Helena),

'%".19. Ploneer Press’ (Cut Bank) Sept 2 1946 Edltovlal page. .

90, " Ernest Kirscut ten, V"Stalled Bat’ Not otopped"‘ Nd.a,lon, Vol. 163, °

o Aﬁg, 17, 1945, pe 1o -

= '21-;_ Danly I\qte”-Lakn‘(Kallspell), Oct. 30, 4946, p. 4, .
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It ﬁas ‘obviocus that Ecton felf‘ the M.V.A. was another exiension

of the-"New Deal™ ~a.nd the corresponding governmental controls and

. involve*nert. Hls criticism of the M.V.A. was traditicnal, He feared .

© that the M.V. Ae and the C v. A., in con,junctlon with the T, V,A. ,:

would bring about a natlonallzatlon of electr:\.o power.

On September 19th Ecton addressed an audlence composed moe‘tly
of Fergus County fame;-e ;n Lewistown. Ecton descr.mea 'the authorl +y
which the M.V.A. billlsough'_t to establish as a "corporation which

could do anythihg it Tieased - a diotétorsh'ip-:‘as Communistic as -

_anything Joe Stalin' could ever deéire , a superstate _{yhich- would

Supercede -the: I‘J.gh'to ‘of the sta.to n?2 Ecton was- very ca'“eful to P@i,;';'t
sut that he favored the development of the Mlssoura. River for c
J.rrlgatlon, flood control and elec tric’ power, 'bu't R he rei'u.,ed

to ﬂupport the Murray's M. V. A, blll. < |

The next day in Po1 son, Ecton called f.‘or EI‘leL, on’ 4o sta’ce hls

posrhlon -on the M V A. proposal.-, He a.nswered nls own’ questlon, '

however, ‘when he 'mted, "Everyone should know that my opponent
23 _ -

Erickson maﬁe no great attempt to rep_l.y to such attacks, on

52, Montapa. Standa*d (Butte), ).ept. 20 1946, De 2 In de_'genden

- Record, (Helena), Sept.. 20, 1946, p.. 103 Bozemaanhvonlcle Sept. 204
"1946, - 1 LeW1stom1 Democrat News, Sept. 5 20. 1 046, p,,l, .

‘ ,.23. ’VIontana. Standard (Butte) Oct 29, .1.946, p. 2. Y
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'O-ctober 8th, he__antiéipated the campaign rhetoric when he said,
| "Republican&; wﬂ;‘ interje'ét a threat of Communism. into 'the campaign" 2
and added that th-ere will never be any danger qf Commumism in the U,S.
as long as "the common man...has a sense of security," 2‘14 At a.ny rate,
Erick:s;(;n remained quiet on the M.V.A., issue, ZEricksen'’s position vas

relatively well known, however. The People's Voice (Helena) cbserved

that its main reason for supporti'ﬁg Leif Erickson was his "strong,

25

courageoué- -suppoft -of ) *thg M; V.A."
. Pred Hun‘ci-ngton,l a Billings attornéy and long time Republican,
was the Presidgnt of f;he Montana M.V. A.‘ As.'socia;tiqn in :194‘60
attempted to defend thé'M.v A. by hinting, ‘as Democz-ats nad "ui 1944,-'

that the Republlcans were’ polltlcal pawns of the Anaco*xda and Moma.na.
26

Power compam.es by dlsapprov:mg of . the M. V A. He made such charges S

.on ¢ two occas:.ons 1n open letters publzshed in the Peonle's Vo:.ce.zl

R § must conclude -tha‘c your L Ec‘ton's] call.mg e"eryone .'Commun.Lst' :

who vnntures to d:.sagr@e w::th you,. must have some und:s closed purpose.,".’

Hunt:.ngton wro-be -"maybe you don't Want to explam why e.'Ll the .

24, pr1s+own Democra“’c News, Oct. 9, 1946 p. 1.

25 P:.o'lepr Press (Cu‘t Bank), Sebt. 2 1946 I:dltorlal page.

26 Merrill G. Burllnga.me ‘and K. Ross Toole, A T-T;Lk torx of Montena-

(New Yorkz Lew1s LI;f.s*horn.cal “Publishing Co., 1957), Vol.. I, p. 273.

27« People's Voz.oe Sept. 27, 1946 p. 13 Oct.' 5,,1946, Pe 1«'
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' company' papers; all the 'company' politicians, all the 'company's'.

powerful interests, are actively working for you." =3

~ BURBAUCRACY AND THE PLANNED ECONOMY -

The Office of Price Administration, as well as the M.V.A., was

‘viewed by Ecton and his" supporters as -governmental interfsrence ir

state affairs, In additioﬂ, it was held that the deficit spending of
the Truman Administration could be reduced or. eliminated. by limiting
the federal govermnent'srpowers and. 'activi'ties. 'Trmna.n, of. course, -

kad maintzained ma,ny -of his emeroency Wary measures 1n an atten‘pt 'to

‘ generate a ’qealthy € conomy- dur:mg the 'tranelt'-on fxon wer to peace,

" These controls were viewed by the G.O P. as a d:!.rect affront %o

pers»nal and state l:.ber'tles.,

Eston sa:x.d hhat the cne way. 'to cu't ‘federal expendltures -Was to

; “pu* an end to th::.s synthet.u.c peace unde:r whlch we are 11v1ng.... '

Iif 'the state of ' War. were. tem:ma’ted...the federal payrcll, which

2g. "

is still near t.he Wartlme peak would be- reduced 1

'I’he na‘blonal debt had increased 1,340 per cen+ since 1933 to a _'

,total of 268 b:Lll:Lon dollars.: Ecton po:.nted out that ‘the Prunan L
'.'_admlnlstratlon had ‘a budget of more than forty o:l.ll.mn dollars in -

. 1946 as compared w:Lth nlne balllon dollars m t"le hlg}mst pos twar

"‘28 Pec)ple's Voice . (Helena), Oct, 25, .9.4;6,""9. '1....'--'

e 29 Independervt Record (Helena). Oct. 5, 1940, Pe., 10 :

]
v
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spending year undewr -the Réosev‘elt édminisﬁration?o Kcton felt
that a relaxatiqn_of federal controls was essential to delv_elqp a
heal'tny econony in ‘the U..S. | -

Ecton told an audxenoe on Octoher 7, at the ulasgow courthouse,
that, "the present planned economy under whicia the administration
is ruxming our government is forcing us towards state socialism :m
a form that is Communlstlc in iis .mellcatlono"y

Two. days 1ater in S:Ldney, Ecton continued his attam: when he
noted, "the pvershadowing issue in this campéign is whether -_‘chis g
country is to continue the constltutlonal govemmen 1m'de::r which
it has n'rown great. or whether s*tate soclallsm W:Lth uﬂ"’!n’lLI\lS't'lc
Jmpllcatlon Wlll be substituted for 1t....’73 2 |

Senator Murray, at this same . time, was in Montané for a seven--

day campaign -trii) on behalf of the I)'emocra*i;so 'f'he trJ.I: took hlm

N .across the "hlgh-llne" Whlch for- the most part allowed him to

foll ow Ecton.. -'I'he Senator spoke on the ‘ne'ed for 'vz.gll:anxce and

- protectlon agan.nst the encroachment of Communistlc p’)llCles, wh:.ch LR

he sald "have mmie +he1r greatest borlng from within durlng the

30, - Thid. . L T

31:." Glas gow Couri'e\r, Oct. _lOI, 1-946, Po 1.'_' '

32, Daily Missoulian, Oct. 12§ 1946,°pe 3s
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last six years in'our state. and nation.">> Tt is significant that’
Senator Mﬁrréy, a Democx;a“b‘oi“ some eésteem, called foi‘ an increased-
awareness. of Communism in America. Muz;ray"s“expressed concern |
about C;Dnnnuﬁism in America certainly provided Ecton's sim_.:t'.lar fears
with a certain element of validity.

Ecton.and his. supporters clearly demonstrated 'théi;: concern
that the M.V.A. and the O.P.A. were’exémples .o'f state :s'oc;:ialism.
It was their contention that +the planned economv s.imi)br‘bed a huge
bureaucracy which- not only expanded deflcrt spending ard J.ne“ :chenq;,
but that it also provided an opporiunity for Communi:*b subversion.

I‘r:mxson reac ued S'trcmgly to these kmds cf cont nti on,a. . I:d

Round.up on chober 12th Erickson charged " that the hepublicans,

' lackmg a construct.we pla:tform, have Iepeatedly cal]ed all Democra'vb

'Gommunlsts' - When they call our Democratlr Party members Commun.Ls ’mv

the Republlcan candlda‘tes are adoptlng the tactlcs of a (,erald T K

24
Smith, Amerlcan F:Lrs ter and pro-fasc:Lst " Erlckson's .mfe'cence

' was . drawn from the fa.ct that, .on Oc'tober Sth -Ecton- and forty-f‘ve*

other Congress:mnal candldates Were endorsed by Smlth I?M‘,on

.:unmed:.a‘bely refused the supnort, "I don't know him [ Smlthj 1

3 Iepudla‘te-guch an :endorsement,,as_my.Democrath opponent _[_ Lelf, .

33. Thie Herald News (Wolf P01nt), Oc». 10 1946 p. 1..

34, Great Falls: Tribune, Oits, 13 1946, Fs 4. L




) "an allfou'; aj;tack on our foreign pollcy".-_

L.

~37- A
Bricks on_7 should repudiate the endorsement of pro-cominunist

éroupso . 0-0"35 "

THE WALLACE AFFAIR

In addition to the exfension of war time gqvenunen,tél' controis s
the Henry \’fallace cabine‘l; fight on foreign affairs proved highly
def.rimentel to the Democratic effort in AMonta:n‘a, Wallace (Sec.
of _ Commerce ) capifalized 'the: dispute with;.ta nationally. ﬁver,tised

.36

speech‘in Nev"'Yo-rk on Sep'bember 12'th'. It is :'mconsequential' to

- the Monta.na campalgn that Pres:l.dent Truma,n approved the speech before

it was glven. I't is 51gn1flcant however, that ’\«vallace s ca.ndld
remarks. opposed the "hard-llne" poln.cy taken in rela'mon to Russ:La '

by Truman and fbhe State Department.“ Walla e's criticisms of pos twar

- Ame:rlca,u dlplomacy, espec:Lally of wnat he cons;dexed to be l'tS g

departures from Roosevelt's effor-ts to co-operate wi th ‘and’ ;reass{xre- ‘

~ the Kreml.m of “Jashlngton's goodw:Lll a.nd frlendllnesss, dnoanted to =.

- serious mdictment of the State Depar-hnent and in T:uman's om.nlon,

3T

The event had serious repercussions.in Montana _because Leif -

3_5'9 I'Ionta.na Standard (Butte), Oct. 5 1946, p. 2.1.;

36._ Dallv Inrpr-Lake (Kallspell), uept. 13 1946, Pe lo -

;3T ‘Parks and Carosso, OPo c:Lt., p. 305, the text of the.
Wallace speech can be found " in the Bllllngs Gazette, Sept. 13 1946

p. 1 Bozema.n Chroru.c_Le Sept. 21 1946 De l.

._‘_”“.. -
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Brickson had traveled +to Washington and met with Wallace only days
. 58

before the New York spee ch. It wais -ag're;ed on and announced at that
time that Wallace would come +to Monta.na ‘to campalgn on behali‘ of the
Democratic Par‘t:;m39 On September 12th the same day that Wallace
gave his speech in ﬁew York, Erickson re'turned to Montana.

The Republican candidates used Er;clés; on® s'“conneé‘tioﬁ with Wallace
to great poli;ticalfa,dxfe{htageg" From Sei)ftember 12th ﬁn’til Wallace was
relegéedffrom the cabinet on s¢ptem$ér 20th; the Repﬁblican Party
unrelentleasly exploi‘béa_ Erickson's. @ﬁcomfortable ,diréuxrlstance.»". As :
has. been demonstrated in relation to the M.V.A. and the 0.P.A., the.
Republicans feared soc.ialistic" tende'ncies' and Cérm@lbt‘subvérsix)nin
government. The Wallace speech provided Ecton ard tne Republlcans

with the +tool” :L'h needed to ground 't"lel"‘ attack. ‘Ecton mmed:.a‘oely

called for Democratlc support to nrevent "‘the Mos cow—sla.nted 1deas of

. Henry Wa.llace from: becom:mg the forelgn; pollcy of the Unl'bed Sta'te° A0

When Truman flnally relleved Wallace of hlS respon31bzllues, the :

Republlcan Cong*essuonal ca.ndldates :m Montana rel eased sta Dments $0’

. 38, Leif Erickson left for Washington with Senator Murray .
Jmmedlately after the State Denocrat:.c Convention. In addition to
Erickson's meeting with Wallace, he: talked extensively with President -
Truman. and Postmaster General: Rober't Hannegan (Ha.rmega.n was . the
Natlonal Democratlc Party Chalrma.n in 1946)

39, B:Llllngs Gazette Oct. 9, 1946, Pe. 1.

‘ ’~40. Bozeman Chronlcle, Sept. 18 1946, p. 1._




‘our great republic.”

L) el

~39=

the press.

Wesl_ey 4. D!Ewart, the incumbent :Cc;ngxessmail_ running against__ .
John‘Holl.nes- :m the Second District, supported. Truman's a;:tic;n:
nif tﬁe s‘écxetary [ Wal‘lace_] wants to encourage the Communists
of the world he-should not be allowed té ;:10 l‘t 2s a2 spokesman of

W.R. Rackin, who was attempting to unseat the incumbent Miké
Mans‘field in the Fifst-])istrict, typii"iéd the Repiﬂ;l'ican reactio_hl
o ‘the Wall’a;:e' ééis_ode_:.' "Wallace's ’SPeec‘h. was- a sabotage of what
I c'onsi'der to be a -forwani-'-looking'féreign policy as ‘a.nnounced by o

James Byrnes [ Secretary of Sta‘te] at S-but-cgar’c... ‘9 malnta.med

-Pank:.n. The controversy was’ charac‘terlstlc of the "(,onfused r

4
s:l.tuatlon and contradlctory pOllCleS of the present admlnlstratlone" 2

Ecton N -hOWever, waS'the‘ most assiduous -of the nepubll-cans-ln h:Ls

- use of -the mcldent. He explorbed the eplsode by emphas:Lzmg hlS
- fear that Commu.nlsm was a g'rowmg mena.ce m Amerlca. “I have been

'convmced from the 'beglnnlng" Ecton cla:uned "that Wallace / :Ls_7 a

ra.llylng pomt of Communlstlc J_nfluences trylng to domlnate our '-

A3

government. "

41, a‘iewistoﬁh<Démdcrat News, Sept.. 21, 1946, s 8.

\ . 42, Da:.lx Mlssoullan, Sept. 21, 1946, p.q 8.

‘ - 430 Ibld.o
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When Manéfiel‘d', Holmee,:, and Erickson de cl.ined to comment, Ecton

saw an opportunity and 'p'ushed it hard, especially as it rela“tfed to

 Erickson. Erickson's connection with Wallace proved politically

unheal thy as ‘Ecton reminded the Montana constituents -that Wallace,

before the New York speech, had agreed to camipaign for the Democratis.

44

in Montana. Where did Eirickson stand? Tt was Erickson's obligation,

Ecton trumpetea "to tell the voters whether he L_wasj..aon the side

of Wallace or the Secretary of S‘ta‘te ‘Byrnes. in the Rusc;lar s:n:ua-=-

45‘ Addltlonally, gcton asked "how -the bl-npartlban nollcy of

tion."
Byrnes and Senator‘Vandenburg, which :ce‘pbrtedly has 'the sa:nction of
President Truman, would be furthered by electmg a Montana Sena'tor
L Erlckscn_] who by mference, 1f not open admlssmn, has accepted “the
support of elemen‘ts dema.ndlng apneasement of Russia and whlch are '
trylng to undermlne Byrnes‘?"46

: Because of the polltlcal turbulence relatlve tn hlS New Ycrk

' s)peech ¥V&lace declded he would not campa:l.gn on behal of‘ the

Democratlc Party and thus would not come' to IVIontalrla.A':7 Irregardless,

44, Blllmgs_ Gazet‘te Oct. 9, 1946, p. lo

"45.~ Lew1stown Democrat News, Oct. 9, 1946, p. 1.

o “'46 Havre Daily, Oct. 21 1946, Po 1; Independent Record (Helena), i
. Oct...2 1046, Pe 2. - . .

'47. Bozeman Chronlcle Sept. 22 1946, p. l; Bllllngs Gazet'be




~41= :
Erickson's prior meetings with Wallace, coupled withk his‘silence on
both. the Wallace gpeech and the M V.4, 3.ssue cert?..nly proved

detr:unental %o h1s pollts.cal asplratlonso

THE DEMOCRATS AND OU'iSiDE HELP -
¥While the Republ.icans' wére expreseing a fear éf state e;oci'a,lisxﬁ
and Cormnu.nlsm, the Democrats prepa.red a def‘ense of their party. The
Democrats a.rranged for 'bhe Secretary cf *the In‘ter.tor, J.A. Krugs &
Democra.tlc Senator from Idah'o, leenAH. .Tayler; ’emd the Majority leader .
of the Sér}ate :from Kentucky‘, Albehﬂw., Barkle,,ir,_ ‘to'.visit'Monitana'-in
mid-‘A-Ot;tober.A'B: L ‘ | |
_ Beton, u;pop hearing about tﬁe visits ;fespoﬁed from Popl::;r on
October 8th, I hope" hé-said- ﬁtﬁét;tﬁé.cohécriptbd‘politiéiansh
’ my 0pponent is brmgmg mto the sta.te to a.dvn_se the -people to vote
for h:un, w111 tell what is’ wrong Wlth preventlng Communlsm from
dom:.natmg th:.s government wrhh reduclng the natlonal de'bt w:Lth
balanclng the budget and puttmg an. end to regmen tation by :
bureaucrats "49 ‘ . |

Glen Tayler, 3. former res:.dent in Great Falls and flrst -term

. Senator, spok<. in Grea.t ralls on October 12th and :m But'be on S

ot

' 48. "’he Republ:.cans d:Ld not sponsor any nat::.ondlly recognlzed
ot Republicans to spea.k on;: behalf of thelr party in 1946 ‘ :

’ _f49.ﬁ Bllllngs Cazetts, Oct. 9, 1046, e 7°
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the. 15th, Tayler did not atftempt tO'me'eqt the Republican zcouvage
of Commmist infiltration, but rathe? he fabed:the'issﬁes with
cand id i\emarkso In regards to the meét controversy, heAma,in"tainedl
that the United States was producing more meat than at. any other
time in her history. Tayler went on %o say, "the “ia;;ly difference

50

is that more psople have the money to buy it." In terms of the

national debt, Tayler reminded the audience_éf President Harding's
fear of deficit spending when he noted’, ."we had ﬁalanced bud ge ts
before, but we couldn' t eat them.?‘51 | ‘ '
Secretary of the Iri’oeriof, ng, attemi)'ﬁed,to remain aloof from‘“
the pol:;tlcal ba*tle in Morta.na. He :w'asw interéstedl rather in fhe )
Bureau . of Rﬂclamatlon, Offtce of Indlan Affalrs Graz:ng Serv:.ce,

52

and other agencies of the Departmen‘t of the Tnterlor. It was

. clear, ‘howe\’rer, .that nls main mte;r:est was'the Missouri and Columbia

River proposals.s 5 ‘In that sense, -K:mgﬁg 'trip. jf}as not intended to
-provide Erickson ': with ‘4 viable pol i-.ti'ca'.l:'. spoké'sm'g's.n.‘ ‘Senator Murray,

most singularly responsible. for Krig's: presenceé in. Montana, put the

.50, Great Falls" Trloune, Oct. 15, 1946, p. 1. -
51, Ibld. ' '

..520 Great Fa.l'l_s Trlbune "Octe 15, 1946, Do 4. '_ ‘ e e :IA—.

- 53 Immedlately upon h_s return to Wash:.ngton, K*ug recommended

. to Congress that they establish a. mglonal power authrrlty whlch wou.ul Ve
,i,fco-ordin‘_'te all publ.h, power progra:rs :|.n that reg:.on. . . .
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purpose of.K?ug's trip into perspective when.he noted that it was
not a "politicei barnstorming touf"a$4'

Both Leif Erickson and,Senater Murray-met Krug in Billings on‘
October 12th; After 5peaking’in B;llingS'eh "the -development of
the West",‘Krug and Erickson flew to Great Falls;55 Agein Krug’s_.
taik was sterile of political coﬂtrove’fsyo The Repeelicahs.did not.
expect Krug to dlplomatlcally avoid the campalgn° Erlc}qon had been
fattnful in ‘his actlve support to programs for the devnlopment of
Montana wa'ber, and thus the Republlcans expected Krug 10 forcefully
support Erlckson,: As 1t was, however, Krug lefi Erlcl on's defense
to Senzate magorlty leader Albin Barkley. | .

Senatox Barkley arrlved in Helena on October 21st. "He proceeded

to overtly engage “the Republlcan challenge at a Democratlc rally ,

held ‘that same day. _ ‘Barkley defended his party by recalllng 't‘ne
OSxen51ble condlt*ons of fear and need durlng *he early years of thel

‘depress1on, and clasulcally, relatlng these problems to %he Ha:dlng

oLt

Admlnlstratlon-

. "The truth is that “the pdllCleS of the Republlcan
- ' Party actually foster Communlsm. Communism grows’
- out of disconterit and fear of economic ineguality.. .
Policies of -the Republican.leaders brought this"
f-country 'to the lowest economic level in -history .
"in 1932 - and .if' that condition. had_contlnued,fo; _—

.&.

54 Great Falls Tribune, Oct. 15 1946, p. 4»

550 : Ibld.




. of Communism.

o M- S
a little longer it would have afforded the breeding

» Dlace for more Conmmunism than was ever dreamed of in
the Unld:ed States," 56 ' .

" Barkley went on to say that the 'Re_publicans were guilty of

""political bankruptcy and cowardice", on what he said was a

nationwide'at'ﬁempt to "scare the American pe0p1e" on the subject

57

Barkley had arrived in Monta.na 'the day after Truman released

Wallace from h_s cab;met., Barkley dld not mention tne 1n01dent

speclflcally, but did note that he felt 1t Womd be d:sastrous :Lf
the "world should ob‘taln the. mpress:.on that the Pres:.dent the
Secretary of State, and the [ u. S.J delegates to the :Lntematlona.L
58

conferences were repudlated by the Amerlcan people."

Both Tayler and Barkley attempted ‘to defend the Democratlc Party

by relat:mg the pollc1es of the T-Ioover admlnlstratlon a.nd the

Republlca.ns to the "Great Depress:u.on" ' In that respect Tayler and

Barkley met the. Republlcan's fear of govermnental contro'is w:L*h a

recollectlon of 'the alleged causes and correspondlng problems of

the depresslon. '

It 1s dlfflcult to ascerta.m the :meact of the Democrat's

T

’56; People s Voice (Helena), 0c1:..25, 1946, p. l. ,

- 5107 Montana Standard (Butte). Octe 22, 1946- P° 2°~“-”

58, vbop;gvs V01ce (Helena) Oct. 25, 1946, Do’ 1,




" 1944, was Lelf Erlckson. .

| 1)
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attempt 'to secure support from party members of national rark.

Krug's appearange in Montana was not a political move designed to

‘provide active“suppo:ct for Erickson. Senators Tayler and Barkley,

on the other -hand, made an explicit attempt to defend the Demoeratic

Party. The Senators v efforts were somewha)‘tilnﬁllified, however, when -

the Montana press overlooked most of their press releases. If
Tayler and Barkley }%efre given press room it was, for the mos% part,

relagated in a brief summary form to the .inside folds of the.

newspaper. Only the Great Falls Tribune and- the Peoule's Voice '

(Helera) covera,d the 31tuauon on page one. There car. be l‘ittle

 doubt that the limited press coverage detracted fv'om potentlal impact

Barkley and Tayler could have made on the Democratic campalg?l.

THE MONTANA CITIZENS. COUNCIL

’l‘he Montana Cltlzens Councll, organlzed in Helena on Sentember

twenty-n:l.nth d:l.d much to further hcton s clalms tha.t Communlst

: subvers:.on was. .des troylng democracy. Although it publlcly endorsed

no candldate and mamtalned 11; was non-partlsa.n, +he Counc:Ll 1eft

‘.no doubt that its . pr:LnClple opponent 1n the 1946 campalgn, as in -

. E. G. Toomy, Helena attorney, was the fea.tured speaker durlng

the organlzatlonal meet;mgsv‘ln“ ‘Helena.,', In hJ.s presentatlon, Toomy

594" .Gsat Falls Tribute, Sept..30, 1946, p.. 1.




" and- other sibversive’ 1deas.", L

..4.6-:
mentioned 'Eriqkson-by name and sought to link him to t‘.de‘Political
Actiéno cmiﬁnit?cee (P.A.C.) and through it to'thé Communist party. |
The obJec+1ve of the g'roup, Toomy explained, was to oppose ".,.the
P.A.C. ,. C I.0., or any other orga.nlva‘clon that trles to come in and
dom:.nar,e the sta.te.“éo . |

There has been some ‘épecul.atiion,?that the ‘Montana C,.‘F_;tizens Council

was not non-partisan and that it ivas- influenced by the. Anaconda .

Company. Miles Romney, edltor of the Weste*f'n Newq in L:Lbby, con“bendet?

-that the Cou.m'-11 Was orga_nlzed by George I, I\"artln, the. spa'te manag;e*’

of the -Associated .Lndustrles of BI[ox'xta_na..61 o

In a.ny case, the- Councll Wwas-.vigorous' ‘in loS a tempf'to reini‘éz‘c‘c o
‘fal‘th- in the Amer:.can'system. Lar:t:y Sm.th and Fu.lton Lew.m, N.B C.
" - news commen‘ta.tors, campalgned on- behali‘ of ‘hhe Councll. Eoth Lew1s

and Smrth ca.nvassed the sta‘te dls cuss1ng the preservatlon oi‘ ":neal

}

'Amerlca.n prlnClplDS" a.nd 11:3 rela‘tlon to the "spread 01 Comunlsm

62 . . g

- on

=In aﬂdltlon to. Sm:l.th and .Lew:.s ‘the Councz_l ac:qulred the seriices -

of George Washmgton Ro‘onett of Chlcago. He ‘Was Ezecreta:cy of 'the

61., Roxzmey s mference is ‘that Ma.rtm, ‘as. state manager of" the

. Asaomated Indus-t*:.as received much L;i’luence fv-om the Anaconda
Gcmpa;ny, ‘a!estern News (Libb)?’), 0‘,‘1:. 24 194b;"'1 p., 4. '

62. I.arry Sm:rth .,pea.klnf td i‘:we-hundred peonle 2t the Jud:.th?'n.j )
“Thea.tr 1n Lem.stown, Lew:Lstown Democra‘t Ncws Oct. 27, ;946, p. l.-
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Natlonal Laymen s Councml Church League of America, and edltor of

their offlclal publlcatlon, "News and. Vlews" 63 Robnett was a

proféssed'expert-on Commonlsm ‘and conseguently-toured the =tate
discussing the "3i11s" of such a systeﬁf Hé discussed the subversive
fechniques emplo&ed by Communisis, arguing that Adommunism can'do‘
damage ip AmericaAonly-tﬁrough the collaboration it ggts from the well
meaning persons who lend their'piestige‘and nanes. to ﬁigh-sounding>
causes._,"64 ' .' . o S . : o

Remarks such as these,'coufledfwith the Republican# ottempt to

associate Erickson w1th the P.A.C. and ultlmately Communlsm prov1ded

the foundatlon for the Republlcan campalgn.'

THE PQZI”ICAL‘ACTION COMMITTER AND-ERICKSON E

The Polltlcal Actlon Commlttee was developed 1n 1939 by the

C.1.0.. labor organlzatlon. It was organlzed 1n an attemot to .enable

65.-"

the C.1I.0. to galn 1nfluenc:Lal polltlcal support for i*ts interests.

The P. A.C. was. exempt from the Corrupt Practlces Acty 1nsofar~as

polltlcal expendltures were concerned Consequently, 1t malntalned

a huge polltlcal fund and thereby ably helped to flnance the campalgns"~-

“';63. Lew1stawn Democrat News, Oct. ll 1946, p. 8. .
i 64@ Ibid.

| 65.. U.S.: Congressh Congréssionéf'Reooi&}:79tﬁ*bongfess;jan
Session, Vol. 92, Part 12, (Washlngton-' GoVerﬁment Printing Office,

'.‘-1946). P- A 3859.:,».




" School for Political Action _Techniques* and .13 close. assoma't'non

. 79th Congress; 2nd 89531on, Vol. 92 Part 5, \Wasnmgton. ' Covenunent

A5~
of carefully selec*bed candldates.66
It was alleged that the P A.C., early in its development

provided the major avenue by which the Communists_ infil trated 1aboro67

The complete validity of such an .accusation has always been difficult

- to substantiate. It is necessary to- understand, however',' that by

1946 the Montana press almost assumed there was an inate connection.
1t will be remembered that the .Democrati'cl primary stimulated the

claim that Erickson was supported. by the P. A.C. and catside funds.

With ‘that as a base, the Republlvans rem:.naed voters of 'the ‘role the

P. A, C. nlayed in the 1944 Gubematorlal race. The Daniels .County

Leader (Scobey) and the Blg‘ Tn_mber Ploneer prmt..d these remarks

about Erlcxcson and h:.s relatlon to the P.A.C. in 1944

" "Glen Zorn, 'a‘_recogn’i‘zed Montana Communi§t and former:
State Chairman, who was also secretary to the Silver .

_ Bow County P.A.C., had this to say in his summary to
the P.A.C, -after the 1944 election: 'We think the State
Council / P.A.C._/ was-correct in chocsing;Erickson as its

. candidate.... We feel that. our State Council and candidate
Erickson would have fared much better oy...teillng the _
people that...Conmum.sts and. C.I.0, and A.F.L. trade unionists

. and farmers -and others are working together for the common

- peoplecs s’ Ira Siebrasse of Great Falls, who “is the .

- unofficial secretary of the Communist party in Montana, -

. bragged at the Communist convention there last July 6th -

66, Tbid, 7
67. ’Represen'tative George- ‘Dondero . of Mich’igan-di'et:ussed a

with suspected Communists in: U.S. Congress,:Congressicnal. Record

Prlnting office, 1946), P’ 6699. .
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[ 1946_7 that 'they ate holding Erickson to his promise. of
" two.- years ago that if eleécted this time 10% of His appomt-,
ments w:Lll go to the Cmmnunlst party.“se

Such cormnents and, notlons were central 1o what vas eas:xly the

most potent aspect of the Republlcans' attack ‘on Erlckson.

-~ Je Edgar Hoover Supplled. va.lldlty to the Pepubl.:.cans' fear Of '

Communist subvers:Lon in an antl-cormnunlst speech to the’ Amerlcan

-Leg:.on on September 13th. - George Gossma.n, the Montanc, Hepubllcan
: Campa1g1 Chalrman, made it a’ p01nt to attend Hoover'ﬁ speech and on
‘his retu:m to Monta.na, used it to qu:.cken the pace of che Republlcan .

' -attack. "J. Ed.gar Hoover declared that. Communlsm was the: number one

problem of the country" , Gossman reported in I\LJ.ssoula,~ "and I know

“that some eupport for the Democratlc ‘candidate for the Un:.ted States

Senator / Erickson] _is'coming from subversive elemen.ts ~.and our

big fight is egainst Communism - it is the big danger to. this

country. w69

. While. the Republlcuns were attempt:rg to connect Erlclcson to
Communn.sm he Was endeavorlng to remind the cons*tl"tuen’cs ¢t the
dlsastrous drcp in farm prices u.nder the- Coolldge -edministration

after World War 1.70

68. Den;Leis'County Leader (Scobey), Oct., 3, 1946, p. 4;
‘Big Timber Pioneer, Oct. 24, 1946, p. 4.

69. Wolf Point Herald, Sept. 30, 1946, p. 6.

70. Erickson recalled that on January one, 1920, wheat was
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On'October .19th in Glasgow, Erickso’nra-tta‘cked Ecton b"].
questz_onlng the vz.ab:t_ll'by of his plan to cut back fedorm spendlngo
He suggeq‘oed 'tha., Ecton's proposals - rang of "false econo'ny"

"[ Ectonj is cutting the throat of po‘ten'bial progress", Erickson
argued, "Dams w111 not be buJJ.t nor any reclemation pro ijscts comple*bed

I am for ‘economy naturally but not at the expense...of Montana

‘development,."

Erickson's return relative. to the Communist speal perméating

the political arena was simple and concise; "My .mcéfd and experienre'-

in public life cor;s‘t'itute an opén book, and if anyone can read any
- . 72

Communistic #indencies into it, I should like to'ses the page."

In 1946; Chet Kinsey wés the 'executi've'secre tary of .the Moﬁtané

) Cha.ptér”o'f the P. A.C.v Kinsey re'tained the pos:.tlon from Jerry

73

O'Conne‘l who Wwas the executive secretary in 1944.

Erom (Jlend;.ve\ on _Octqber .111:‘},)‘, 'K:L;nsey publlcly mmpunced "bhaii‘

. $2,50 a bustél . in his home' town of Sidney. .By January one, 1921,

wheat had dropped to 4$.83 a bushel. Great Falis Tribune, Oct. 9,

. 1946' P..4o .

~_7 Great Falls Tr_ubune, Oct. 19, 1946, p. 4. -

12, Great Falls Trlbune Oct. 9, 1946, p.~4.

o 73o After the 1944 campaign, O‘Connell joined +‘1e Democratlc : .

Organ:.zatlon -in the state .of Washington. - By 1946 he had- be qome ’
. the executive secretary of the Democratlc Cen'h al CommJ.t*t;ee in tha‘b
state. : - : :
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he.wouoli follow O'Connell's 1944 P. A.C."s endorsemont of E'r:‘L,c};.son,,‘-{74
Not only did"-ﬁthe P.A.C. en&orse Eric‘;l_clsvon, but they explicit_;l:,‘r.’
proclaimed. support for ,J':“"ohn Holmes and Mike Mansfield, both Democratic
candidates for the House. ‘ |

i@ediamly- the P.A.C. began circ%;latirlg handbills calling for
the defest of Ecton. The handbills discussed the labor record of .
Ectoﬁ'v.'hiile he was a'r'nember oi:‘ ‘l;he 'Mon'ta.na Legz’.sla*&u.ree.75 They-:

wére’ 31gned "Circulated and paid for bf the Montana -Council for

Progness:we Polrtlcal Actlon, Chester K:Lnsey, Execut:we Secretary, -

.- Grea't Falls."76- ’I’he Republlcans used the hq.ndbllls a8 ev:Ldenoe 'thau

_Erlckson was ac‘t:.vely suppor*bed by the . A.C.

George Demxo, Valley County Republlcan Central - Comlnlttee cha_Lmd.n,

exp’l oited 'the 1nc1dent when he sald "The Democrats ca.nnot deny *he ’
' P.A. C. support they are gettmg 1n thls electlon, vhlch Was also :

_ revealed in ca.mpalgn. contributions acoe.pfted-..,.from;-P..A..c.-,,sources

T

‘ outs 1de Hontana. :

Addltionally, Ecton used the P.A.C.'s support OI Erlckson to

Cp e

74. Great .Falls 'I'rlbune, Oct. 12, *946, p. 4.

75. Zales N. Ec*ton, ’.Personal Ma.nus orlpt Collectlon, Montana.

.- State’ Un:werslty lerary, Bozeman, 1946-1952.

- T6e Ibld."

'”f77, " Glasgow Coirier, Octs 31, 19465 pe L. ‘-
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ques tion fhe silence of the Democrats on the Wallace speech, "Perhaps -
tﬁeir silencé has been inspired by the awareness that the P,A.C. has
a large campaign fund ," Ecton said, "but I cannot balieve that money
o ¢oCan dupe‘ the workers and farmers tc sell their bi;‘"«‘:‘nplacé -
Americanism...for a mess of Soviet pottageq"78

What Ecton éalled the "kiss of death" for Erickson itook place
when A. Ossipor, broa@casting for Mosdow radio via England, gn@orsed
those Congressional'caﬁdidateé that were Sacked by the C.I.0., P.4.C.
The transmission was in English and noted that the election'Was noi
between Democratsz and Republicans‘buﬁ betweeﬁ "progfessives and
reactionaries".79

Ecton immediétnly'exﬁlﬁited tﬁe Mos cow endo*scment. "My'opponent

Erickson_7'has the P.A.C.'s backlng and , hence", buton said, Yhas

the Moscew. radio's endorsement."eo

At this same time, Geverncr Sam Ford blas<ed the P.A.é..in a
campaign tour in Northéastern Montana. In-Scobqy oﬁMOctober 16th,

Ford said, "The COmmunlst controlled P.A.C. is ‘avowedly and .

Wholeheartedly dtvoted to ovprthrow1ng the constitutional laws of the

78° Montana S tandard (Butte), Sept. 24, 1946, p. 2,

79, Montana Standard (Butte), Oct. 28, 1946, p. 25 Miles City
Star, Oct. 30, 1946, p. 2; Independent Record (Helena), Oct. 28 '
11946, p° 3, Bllllngs Gazette, Oct. 28, 1946, P’ 3. .

so; Billlngs Gazette Oct. 28, 1946 p. 3.
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state of Montana...‘.. The - P.A.C. movement is one of the most éerious'
threats to our netion ever deve].c'ped.,"a1 By the las+ day in October)
Ford was. in Opheim telling 115'beners “that "tne COImT‘UIl"S‘tS of this
country have practlcally taken over the Democratic Pariy in Montana." i}
| On Octobér 22nd, D'aniel_ c. Dempsejr; a baﬂcéde County attorney,

spoke to a Demoora.tlc rally a‘c Sun River. ‘He was a't'tlemnting to
d.scuss the Great Depress:Lon and relate it to the Republ;can Party.

" The Republlca@ ar-e-‘clamorlng for a-change",, Dempsey,sa;d, but

"our memoxry is not so poor that we oannot .r'emembér whlafvt.'the‘.Republioans

term the 'good old dz;w,ys'".e3

On O‘cj:ober. 1'9th,"Ericksoh again ’reactéd\s;hrongl'y to the Republican .

'smear té.ctioé" and'casf doubt on the Republican's claim that they
could reduoe taxes.aé_’. He re‘pea'be;dly: ‘hinte‘d_'that'(}‘. 0.P. c_ontl;ol.‘
offered only another depressmn. Acoordiﬁg~to'Erickson, |
R°publlcan arguments cente'ﬂed around Commun:lsm and ta:’es-

"VWe are Just as anxious s"' he sald Mas the Repumlcans

to retain the free economlc system. ‘Communism cannot
ex:.st when people are secure.... Communism .can only

"81, Daniels’ County Leader (Scobey), Oct. 24 1946, Pe. 1;
Dawson Count:[ Pev:Lew, \Glendlve), Oct. 31 1946 Pe 1o :

- 82, Glasgow Courler, Oct. 31, 1946, p. 1.

© 85.. Great Falls Trlbune, Oct. 31 1946 pelet)

-84.' Picneer Press (Cut Bank), Oct. 25, 1946, p, 2°

’
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come out of chaos. The road of reaction is the wmoad
to Communism. We were closest to Communisiy in 1933."

85 .
In,A.na‘conda on Qc‘l’lober 26th, Erickson attaeked the Rei)ublican
election campaign as "Hitlerlike"., "Hitler and Smith, head of the
American First Party, followed a set patternm of calling everyone
opposed " to ’chem Com‘mun.ists'aml u%lpati'ietié.:"' . Erickson..contiriued,
"This 1s the pa[‘t;.tex".n followed in tlze -campaig:n...ag;ains.w_‘,'.me.,"86
Bei‘ore and during. the 1946 Congressional elections, Soth'Ja_mes‘
Farley (a former Democratlc IIat:Lonal Chalrman) and Bob Temnega.n
(the 1946 Na't:.ona.] Chanma.n) made statements .Llludlng to Communist.
. :mf utv'atlon :mto the Democratlc Party.‘ On September 5th, Farley
decl:med an :an:Ltat:Lon to attend the New York Democratlc Conventlon.
At that time- Farley argued that "the Democratlc Party is now in the
throes of trylng to r:Ld itself. of the Communlst a.nd CO'umun;Lst
i‘ellowtraveler element which a‘btached 1tself 1o the Partv for 11:s
~own subvers:we ends. Leadersh:.p whlch contmues to play ball with
"that un-Amerlcan element faoes re,)ectlon by the ramc and f:Lle of the .
Democratlc Party a.nd make no mlstake about J.t "87 |

Only days before the electlon Ha:megan, in a natlonal radio

g5, Ibld.'

86, Bozeman Chronlcle, Oct. 275 1946, T 1.,,

- 87. People's V01ce (Helena) Nov. 1 1946, Pe. 3.

Y-‘;-
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broadcast, demone‘tra‘ted a concern t_h‘a'b the Communists had made
gains in *tl';e Democratic"i"ar'ty.ss" ‘

Both Farley.'and Ha’rme_gan, m1."nn“ten‘bionallz-r, ’aided the,‘Repubi'icalzs
in ’cheir campaign effo::t in. Mon'te,na. . In the ciosing days of the
campalgn, the Republ"cans used thmn correspond:mg statements in
news releases, .campalgn speeches, and political advert:isemeh‘ts,,-89

Again-in 'Missoula on October 30th, Governor Ford insisted that
" Communism L-waej an. imlnortent issue " and asserted that "Communists,
‘_through' the P, A.C., have virtually taken_ov_er the :D:emocrati_'c. P.a'rthnr."'

Oli November 2nd: in Biliingé ," Ecton smerized the 1é.st two weeks *
of the Republlcan campa:l.gn when he said that Erickson "has not
repudlated the endorsement of the P, A.C. s w1th 1ts ‘Moscow blessing, .

91 |

and we must assume he accepts it wrbh all 1ts mpllcatlons.“

At no time durlng the elec‘tlon dld any Republlcan ca.ndldate

- ever. clalm that Erlckson was a Comunlst. . It is appa‘*ent, howeven,

that they felt Erlckson was in "bad com'oany" and consequently gullty '

by assoc:.atlon.

. 88. Mlles cltx,Star, Nov. 3, 1946, » 11.

’ 89.. Independent Bé cord (Helena), Oct. 25 1946, p. 10.

People's Voice (Helena), Nov.. 1, 1946, e 3, Miles Crhy Star,
Nov. 3 1946, Pe ll._ ; . o

w 90 Bozeman Chronlcle Oct. 31, 1946, Pe: 6.‘

' 9 Indegndent Re cord (Helena) Nov.u R ;946, p. l. _“" -.

920
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There were many local. issues in Montana in 1946. A brief survey‘ }

could include the. wppl market, - the 'sugax't ,be'et harvest, displaced.

veterans, a shortage of housing, rural electrification, farm subsidiesh,

high freight rates, 'tlf;é silver problem,é.nd- a need fox; bette.l; stock
marketing., ‘fhese. as well as othars, hof-;eVex‘, had li%ttle political
s:Lguflcanoe in 1946.

As- has been demons‘tra’ted the 1946 campaign saw tne Republicans
take to offensive and contmuall_y attempt to force Erlckson to react |
to charges and insinuatiqns. Like Erickson's ‘defeat -in the 1944
Gubernatorial race and the con'troversi‘él‘ tenor of "c;he primary, the
defensive nature.'bf the Dembéra‘tic campaién proxfided the ﬁepublicané

with an advantaga. .erega,rdless, there were no v1s:Lble signs of .

dlslllusn.onment or pess:.mlsm among the Montana Democrats. The general

sentiment 01‘ Erickson's suppor'ters ‘on the ‘eve of the glectibn was-

best e'xp:pessé& by the New York Times @vheh it predicted a "close

i

. 92. 'Néw York Times, Nov. 3, 1946, Part IV, p. 11.-.

L. ‘.:’;A.';; .
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"The Issues and a TurnrRight?"

k-]

MONTANA: . A REFLECTION

To the deligﬁt of the'conservativesg the first Republican Sendtor
in Montana's political history was elected on November 4th. Ecton
dominated  the voting statistics by gathering 101,901 vo%eS'and-fOrty4eneﬂ

eounties, while Erickson claimed only fifteen counties and 86,476

votes.1

'Althougﬁ Ecton’s victory broke a certain continuiiy in Montana -

politics, his victory was part of the 1946 natural political pattern.

In examining tﬁe reasons for. Ecten's»victo“y,'it is signifieant to

'_recognlae that the G 0.P. stlmulated landslide more productlve of

Congressional seats than in any election 51nce-the 1920'3.2..The,‘;

edminisfration's defeat was'eo totai‘that Arkansas Democratic Senatdr

Nllllam Fulbrlght suggested +hat "President Truman should app01nt a.

Republlcan Secre)ary of Stdte and 1e81gn from offlce" thereby. g1v1ng

lo See APpeﬂdlx IIo

2.. Nelson Poynter, ed., Pol‘t‘cs in Amerlca 1945-68 Washlngvon,

1lD C.L Congre851onal Quarterly.QOrVLCe, 1969, p. 23 Henry B. . .Parks

and Vlncent P. Carcsso, Recent America A History Since lQ§§ (Vew York-

.Thomas Y. Cronwell Company, 1263), p.. 306;. Time, Vol, 48, Nov. 18, :
1946, p. 21: - The G.0.P. won thirteen Senate races, increas;np 1ts total .
" there to 51- the Democrats 1ost 12 and thus-found ‘their number in the '
" upper house reduced e 47. In the House of Representatives the two-

‘party 11ne-up ‘was 246. to 188 in favor .of the;, .Republicans; In addltlon,
i‘the G 0. P. elected 25 governors ana ‘e host of lesser state OfflclalSa




,?.f1946, P 6473, U.S. -News, "Key Issues-in 1946 Electloﬁx
‘f-at Top cf‘Llst", Yol. 21,e0ct. 15, 1940, p. 28, e,aiﬁ b

_53;

the G.0.P., control of the White House as well.3

Many of the national issues wh:Lch s‘\,imulated the resounding
Republican victory were readily reflected in Montana. Naiionally,
price control « meat shortages, foreign'poiicy (the Wallace speech),
and the P.A.C. and'Communism proved.fo be key issuescd Hou31ng Qho"t~
ages, strlkes labnr laws, high taxes, and government spendinv were |
other grlevapces that stimilated the Republlcans to coin their cempaign
slogan, "Had Enough";5 . | | |

This same public discontentment was also prominent in Montene. Tﬁe:
0.P.A., the M.ﬁeA.,_and'the-meat shertages ;ssues'ﬁere couched in a
,rhetorical resentmnnt of goversmental contiols and bureaﬁcfacy.6' Ectone.
.continually cla:uned tha.t the "New Deal" a.nd :Lts relatlon to a pla.nned
econony was leadlng Amerlca towards Communlsm. The Democrats (l.e.,

Erickson, Tayler, Barkley) retorted by attemptlng to cause the :

constlﬁuents to recall the depress1on and ultlmately relate 1t to the

o 30 For +he totallty of Fulbrlght's remarks see, New York Tlmes,'
'Nov. T 1 46, p. 3. : .

. +«
P .
=

4. For a survey 1ndlcat1ng the key issues see U. S S News, N "M%.‘:;_,g':

:"Ke& Issues in 1946 Election: Prlce Control at Top of Llst", Vol. 21
Oct. 25, 1946, p. 25, c Lo . . \

" 5. The. uemocrats, on the other hand, c01ned the slogan, “Actlon ;
" Not Reaction™, @ Sanders. Countv Independent Le@ger (Thompson Falls), .
'—'Oct. 23, 1946, p..3. : . : :

. 6o The New Renublsc, ‘Electlon Rourdup“

e e AR AT L ar S il o




Republlcan clalms that Erlckson was assoclatod with (,O’nmunlsm.{

Railroad Medlation Boand and the State Supreme Court.
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Hoover administration.

ECTON AND THE *COMMUNIST BOGEY"

Ecton feared that Communlst subversion was de stroylng democracy

_ 1n America, and in that sense, he at‘tempted to connect Erickson. to

Communism. Ecton claimed that Erickson was in “bad company" in relation
to his associati-on with the P.A.C: Erlckson 8 endorsement by the

P A.C.y both in 1944 and 1946, coupled w:Lth Wallace's speech and radio

‘Moscow's. endorsement of P.A.C. candidatesg- onl" served to, reinforce .

Addltlonally, Je Edgar Hoover's antl-comunlst speech’ was ‘used
effectively by the Republicans (1.e. ’ Ec'i:on9 Ford Mo*row) to lend

valldity to their claim that creem_ng Commum.sm ‘had: beco’ne :a, serious

" menace in Amerx J.ca. Ecton mlta.a’oed hls attack usmg Erickson s
' meetmg with Wallace Just prlor to hlS "soft-llne" foreign pola.cy

- speech in New York and Erlckson's corresponding s:Llence on the 1ssue,

to cast doubt on mrickson°s oppositlon to Communism. ‘In e:ctend:.ng tha'i:

' attack Ecton ‘was able to questlon Erickson 8 character qnd profess:.on- -

‘ allsm by publlci'ung Erickson s s:Lmultaneous service on both the

8

' -7. The P.A.C. was strong enough in Montana -dh 1946 “to mail to ‘

- . every registered voter a books:l.zed ‘pamphlet.atiacking Ecton. The .
handout served to advertise theJ.r support of Emcxson., R S

é_., See Footnotes 19. and 26 Chapter Ve

- ('A
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A1l of these political tools allowed the Republican Pariy to
capitalize on the public's .general d.issatisfacti'on. with '-,mrltime
controls and shortages.9 The attempt to identify ail liberal progrums
(i.€e, M.V.A. and O. P.Ao) and individuals (i.e., Ericiscn) with( |
Communism was a reflection. of the Republican Party's mational ca,mpa:i.;;'n..1
Communism, .in this respect, was a major issue, natiohally as well a3
locally, in the 1946 elec't;ions.,ﬂ

Without the advent of scientifically designed su:évey data, it dis
difficult to determine the impact of the "red scaze"-'tactics in Meéntuna.
Bu;‘ton X, Wheeler has indicated that the continual vee of the "Commurist
bogey" in Montana politics from 1920 shoulri have‘prev"er'zted the
constituents from being "misled". 12 Both Mike Mansileld and Westley

'Ewart, on the other hand, relayed the bellef that the fear of

9. U.S. News, op, cit., Vol. 21, Oct. 25, 1946, p. 24.

10, Few candidates supported by the P.A.C. did well in 1946.
Of the 318 candidates endorsed by the P.A.C.,; only 73 were elected.
For additional information on the P.A.C. and the 1946- elnctlon see, '
New York Times, Nov. 11, 1946, ps 1. - : , N

11. Arthur Krock felt that the public's resenunent of a Communist
-influence in the Democratic Party was the fundamental issue,. New York
Times, Nov. 10, 1946, IV, p. 3; see also Denna 4. Flemming, Origins

of the the Cold War, (Garden City, New York: Doubleday and Co., 1961),
Pp. 430-31, For a review of the -candidated and msues by state see, .
New York Times, IV, Nove’ 3, 1946, Po 11. .

12, .Burton K, Wheeler, Washington, 1etter, 27 November, 1970
To the author. - . PR
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Communism was of considerable imporﬁance‘in the caxrxpaig:n.,?3 Addition-

ally, the People's Voice (Helena) felt that such-tactics were

significant in swinging the independent vote %o the Republicans,.
Al though the exact. impact is nebulous. the use of the, fear of Communism

was fundameatal to Beton's attack of Evickson, -

OTHER POLITICAL " TOOLS
In addition, Montana's traditional sensitivity to -the national
political environment was also of siﬁgular importance’ in 1946.15 The

national mlndedness of the Montana constltuent allowed Ecton to easily

‘reshape the natlonal Republlcan campann and apply it to Erlckson and

Montana. hcton was certalnly aided along these lines by the

overwhelming support he recelved from the fac;llties of the Anaconda'-'

.press.16 thtle mentlon was made of the Anaconda Company durlng the

election, but it was well recognizeq.that~the.Companyxanivita;

13.  Mike Mansfield, Washington, letter, 8 December, 1970, to
the authorys Westley'D'Ewart Wilsall Montana, lettex; 9 December, to

.‘fthe autnor.f;

14 People’s V01ce (Helena), Nov. 22 ‘946 p{ 3; 

15. Thomas Payne, "1956 Elections, in Montana"; Western Political
Quarterly, X. No. 1, March, 1957, p. .127; Thomas Payne, "Montana:
Politics Under the C0pperIDomeﬁ, Politics 'in the American West, ed.,
Frank H. Jonas.‘u(salt,LakefCity, Utahx‘ Unlver31ty of.- Utah Press,,”;' .
1969), 7. 20k -

\ 16 The New Republlc Volo 115 Nov° 18 1946, Do 647.

A
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corresponding ne-?fspaperé strongly supported ,}T.‘c‘c,on«"7

In addition,cthe virulence ‘of the Wheeler~Erickson primary not.
only causced party_ diffusion, but provided Ecton with a springboard by
which he initiated his campa1gn.18 Coupled with the voterst'! fresh
recollection of the p:rirnzé.:cya Erickson's political background (i.e.,
association with the M.V.A., P.A.C. in 1944, and the Railroad Mediation
Board issue) provided Ecton with ‘a solid feuhdation upon which he

apparenily connected Erickson to Comminism and governmental controls.

THE CONSTITUENTS: . A TURN RIGHT?

.Upon examining just the rhetoric of the campaign, it is'easz;r to
conclude‘ that Erickson was the vicﬁm of a reaction against the "New:
Deal"., The wvicterious Bepublioa.n "class o£‘1946." gained recognition
for their oppos:.tlon to liberalism and certa:mly renmsented the

19-, Upon “he electlon of the

Republican Party's most conservative wing.

. 17. 1In 1944 Erickson spoke out directly agains’® Ford and his
relationship to Anaconda, but in 1946 no such attack was prominent.
See Merrill G. Burlingame and K. Ross- Toole; A History of Montana,
(New York: Lewis Historical- ‘Publishing Company, Inc., .LQ57), Vol, Iy
p. 273; People's Voice (Helena), Sept. 22, 1944, p. 1, Col. 1,

18. Burton X. Wheeler, O clt., letter; Wheeler feels that
the "Interests" contributed to the defeat of the Democratic Party in
1946 by supporting Erickson in the primary, and then switching their
support to. Rcton during the general election, Burion X. Wheelér, | -
rersonal ‘interview with Michael P, Malone, Ass:.s'tant Professor -of Hls+-
ory, M. S U. » May 23 1970.. : - . .

19, Among the new Senators were John Wo Brlcksr (R - Oh:z.o),

Irving M. Ives (R~ N, Y.); William E, Jemmer (R - Ind.); William F.
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consexrvative 1946 Congress, there .was immed iate: specu;ation that a
new caycle‘ in Amexj_;'chan politics had been initiated and in ihat éénse, .
1946 saw the 'destruc{ion of the Democratic coalitiocn (la:bor, faﬁném' -
and minorities).zo Ultimatély, the Republican-domina-i—.‘eé Eight:;éth
Congress bitterly opposed the "New Deal" and attenipted to re-asser‘t
the pre-Rooseveltién governmént_al 1imi_1‘ations.21 Such’ éoné,ervative
notions and policies.véere only ‘bemporary,' .however.,?g |

. Since the attack on the "New Deal® by the Eightieth C.ongress, the
ge'-'nefﬂ p'olicies initiated, in large part,: bb; Fran}{lm ]i). ﬁoosev_el_t
have never seriously been ~'hhrc-:oa;bened.. . The: general b-:—ltf‘ief{‘ Itfh'at: the’
Republican victory ;i.ndicated z;. reaction agé.ir%s*lt. the "New De_a‘J_f".. is -
incor_réc‘t. While the Rgpubiican'candidateé"';t‘}xjemsel*'ée;.s— oi)'ia'ciéiéd-.ﬁa:zyi' :
aspects of “the "Néwl Deal", tﬁeir election 'di:d not ccﬁsfitufl';é a 'reac_ticl':n :

Knovland (R - Calif, ), who had been appom‘bed to . the - Sena‘te dn 19453
George: W. Malone (R - Nev.); Joseph-R. McCarthy (R - Wis.); Arthur
V. Watkins (R - U‘tah), John J. Williams. ' (R.~~ Dels )‘ Wlth the except*on
of .Ives, all represen‘ted uhe:.l.l‘ pa.rty s most. con.,e*vatlve w.ng.

20, L S News, "The New Cycle in POl:L‘thS' 'Rreak ln Democrat:.c
Coalition"; V Vol 21, Nov. 15 1946 Pe 3. S )

21, Barton J. Bernsteln, Polltlcs and Pollc*es ef the Truman -
Admm1stratd.on (Chlcagm Quadra.ngle Books 1910), p. 2\,4.;

e el :
22‘° Presldent Truman defea‘tea Thomas Dewey in 3,948 by, in

part, concenitrating heav:xly .on’ one subje et = ‘"ihat noidrious, Republlcan o

EBightieth Congresq" The Truman strategy clm&ced in a ha:mnermg ‘on

_the Republlcan Cangrossmnal record of 1947-—48 [as a cons:l_stent assau.Lt

‘'on ~the “interests: of oxdinary Americans und  the "New: Deal" . See, Er:.c

'Z;Z_F. Goldman, The Crieixt Decade, (Wew Yarm Alfred e Knopf, Incs a
and Random.House, IncCe, 1956), P. 85+ . g .. i}

o
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by thoe voters against the totality of the "New Deal". It was, rathér,
a "mass" -revu'lsion of Truman's héndling of post war problems coupled
with an alleged Communist influence in the Democratic Party. 23 In .
that respect, Ecton effectively connected Erickson to many of the
negative aspects of the unsettled atmosphere _o.f.‘ the post waxr era.
Erickson, then, was ul‘imately the victim of the Montana constituents’

interregnum dissatisfaction with Truman and the Democratic Party. 24

23, In a survey taken by Fortune after the 1946 election, it
was determined that the American voter favored the basic concepts of '
the "New Deal", Fortune, Vol. 35, March, 1947, p. 6. Dan Whetstone
felt that the Republican victory represented a massive human movement
that was relatively unaffected by publicity, speeches, and propagania,
Pioneer Press (Cut Bank), Nov. 15, 1946, Edluorlal page. '

24. The 1948 electlons in Montana were a virtual Democratlc
landslide. Truman defeated Dewey for the Presidency by 22,3501 votes.
Senator Murray (Dem.) overwhelmed the consexrvative Davis by 30,740
votes. Representative Mansfield (Dem.) won over Angsiman (Rep.) in
the First District by a plurality of 30,740. Additionally, Governor:
Sam Ford (Rep.) was defeated by the Democrat John Bonner by 26,475
votes., The sweep was so successful that the Democrais won every
contest for state office. The sole Republican survivor of the _
Democratic landslide was Westley D'Ewari. He defeated Fraser (Demo) )
in the Second Dlstrlct by the meager plwrallty of 2,413. =
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Appendix I
v

®Ain Analysis of the Election Resul ts®

4

The electioﬁ was certainly n.ot'as close as had been p;edicted.
Ecton's victora.r was a - convincing one as 1*9 wszs able to gain a clea:g
plhurali‘ty of 15,425 votes.2 It is 't‘he purpose of this analysis +to
determine the source of Ecton's support and ultimately the catagorical
key to the Republican success, In addition tlo an analysis of the
Senatorial race; the Congressional races in Districts One and Two
will also bé surveyed. A compa.ratlve study is 31gn*flcant as 11; will
help to de'termlne the depth of the 1946 Renubllcan v:.\,tov'y in Montana.

It should be mentioned that besides Ecton and Erickson, Floyd
Jones (Socialist) was also in compeftiti;)h for’ *i;he Senatorial seat.

‘He gained a total of only 2 189 votes wh:.ch, of course, was of little
' slg'niflcance.3 - Only the county of Musse_i.lshell could have been

‘affe cted by the numerlcal ;Lnﬂuence of Flowd Jones. E;lckson won a
majority in Mussellshell by the sllgh‘b axiva:ntage of only twenty—eigﬁt_
4

votes, 'Ihe f,orty-fﬁ.ve votes cast for Mr. Jones could have altered .

1. New York Times, July 21, 1946, Section IV; p. 6, Col. 5. -
2,  Appendix II. '
30- _. Appenaix II_o

“4s . -Appendix II.
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the poiitical allegience of that paﬁrtimﬂar;coimty,'but.he certainly
had 1ittle o.r' no. numerical influence on the outcome of the Senatorial
race. ‘

Mike Mansfield (Democl’at)l .Was- able to defeat W.R. Rankin for

5

Representatlve by a clear margln of 12,460 votes. Mans"‘ield gained
ten of seventeen counties located in the First District prcv:Ldlng
the Democrats w1th the:Lr only Congress:Lonal delega‘te “to be derived
fr_om the 19.'1,0 clectlon'.: It is of some interest to pcte that Mike
Mansi‘ield defeated"in‘cumbent Zal,es ‘N. Ecton for "r,he S'enatorial éeet
in 1952 and hes since gamed natlonal recognltlon as Ma;}orlty '
Leader oi‘ the Senate. |
~ Wesley D'Fwart clearly defeated John: J o Holmes in the Second »‘
ADistrict for Represen“tatlve by a. plurallty of 9 743., D'bwart
j_managed to acqua.re support from twenty-seven of 'hhe thlrty-nlne -

7

countles 1n the Eastern Distrlct. Floyu Jones, runnlng on the:

Socn.allst 'tlcket, Aag.al_n proved. the mpo“oegoe of that _.party .by polling
only 841 vo*teS»8 _ v .

‘I.'he voter ‘t.urn-out de not elpress a.ny greater enthus:La.sm on

w

,59' A§pendii=II; s
6; ’App8ndix IIo :
T Ppendix V~:T<ﬁ';lﬁk R
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behalf of the constl'tuency than was expressed in any prev:Lous
ye_ar.9 The total votes cast in the electlon did not break the
‘ céntinuity of the ‘.,election totals compiled from 1928 to 1952.
Voting enthusiasm, as expressed at the polls, th'en,‘d.‘_id‘ coincide
wﬂhmemmdpmﬁmmﬂéﬂﬂﬂijMﬁcmﬂﬁm#ﬁ%pwt
. results. . :
In an attempt to 1ncorporate furthur a.nalys:Ls, have prévided )

for the economic, numerlca.L and geographlc categorlzatlon of Montn.nar
Those countles domlnated by labor, the wlneat famer, ranc‘h:mg, the |
dairy 1ndustry, a_nd lumber. w1ll be studled and thelr respectlve

voting allegzances traced. The populatlon w111 be a.nalvzed not

only as it relates to elther the urba.n or: rural a:ceas of Montana., -
but also by size basea on populatlon. Flnally, the. votlng patterns
" of 'the Congre'=31onal Dlstrlc'ts w1ll be studled in ar.’ attempt to

dis cover s1gnlflcant votlng alleglances and ultmately the source of
the . candldd’oes support.

| It shou.d be noted that a s:Lngle county w111, a.t t:.mes, quallfy
.under moxe than one- ca'begory. It is- suggested tha.t preclnct
,-comparlsons wou_d have been a valuable tool 1n thJ.S study, but unfor- '
tunately such returns a.re not obtamable. The analys:Ls must, of

"necessr!:,y then, ‘ne based on. offlc.lal aggrega.te da.ta.- It should ‘be'

9. Append:ix XTI,
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recognized that certain weahleéses are apparent in relation to the
use of agg;.t'egate data din an election analysis. It is possible that
the data available disasllows the analyst from determining variatiéns
within categories. In c;ther words .,' it is possible that there will
be, at times, a.‘greajter variatibn within the specified categoriss

10

Scientifically designed surveys are sometimes more reliable in

determining group voting patterns. Personal charact"e:t;is, tics, for

exampie, can be used to great advantage  in indicgting voting,pattel;ns.
rega:rdless of ceographlcal location. - Aggrega*be data‘ c?m s‘timula.te
false assumptions about the alleglances of particular Qu‘ngroups )
(i.e., the blue collar vote in a county). Although the blue collar
'fact:ion miéht, i‘;—:r instance, be of major significance in a county,

the. voting patterns of that county do not necessarily represent the

_allégianc;e_s, of'l_.th,é_ biue collar worker,

-~

Unfortuna'l‘,ely,'.’chere were no scientific su.ﬁ:éys conducted in
Montana dixiriné the 1946 election, thus eliminating any large body of

hard data that certainly would have facilitated a.more intrinsic study.

- 10, For further insight into the problems related to the use

- of aggregate data see, Erwin K. Scheuch, "Cross-National Comparisons

Using Aggregate Data: Some Substantive and Methodological Problems"

_.eds., Richard L. Merritt and Stein Rokkan, Comparing Nations (New
: ,-Haven. Yale University Press, 1966) .Pp. 131-673 V.3, Robinson,

"Ecological- Correlations -and the Behavior -of Ind1v1duals".' American

- Sociological Review, Vol. 15 June 1950, PPo 351-57.
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It might also be mentioned that the author recognizes that

a mul tivariat agalysisrelative to the use .of charts would have been
moxre high powered, but the bivariat investigation fulfills the limited
purpcses of this study.

The basic framework for the functional categorization uwsed in
this study was derived, in part, from Joseph Kelly's i:npublished

Master}s 'I‘hesis.11

THE LABOR FORCE

The labor counties were  categorized by. compiling the counties
with the ia.rgest percentage. of blue coliar workers including such
lndustry groups as constructioxl,‘ma.r_xufacturing, miﬁ:’mg, f'orestry and
fisheries, énd transporta.'tion and utilities.. 'Aﬁy county havihg a
blue cecllar labor force of over AQ% was considered signii.‘i.cant in e
termé of representing the role of labor in the elec'l:ion.,“2

Leif Erickson was able to elicit support froﬁ Four of the six
labor counties. .(See table one) . | |

Two of those foﬁr,'Silver B'ow and Deer Lodge, represented the -
majér .'cgn*bers'of unionization in-Montana. Both counties housed

elements of organized labor partially as a result-of the urban

11, . Joseph P. Kelly, "Study in the Defeat of Senator Wheeler",
Unpublished Masters Thesis, Montana State University, 1959, p. 59. .

12, - Appendix VI, - a . A
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centers of Butte and Anaconda. It should also be pointed out that

Mussellshell and Lincoln, the remaining labor counties that supported

Erickson, are also categorized as more urban than rural.

TABLE ONE
VOTE ON SENATORIAL RACE BY LABOR COUNTY

Deef Lodge Flathead Lincoln Mineral Mussellshell Silver Bow

Erickson: 3,527 3,116 14375 339 1,154 11,442
Ecton: 2,062 3,875 1,158 351 1,126 7,442

5,589 - 6,991 2,533 696 2,280 18,884

The labor county analysis shows that Erickson éontxz'olled the blue

collar vote by a plurality of 5,000.13 The wide mai"gin was largély

‘due, however, t‘o the overwhelming support fostered in Silver Bow

County for Erickson. Silver Bow turned out nearly 18,000 voters in
1946, or about ten percent of the total voive~ cast in all of Montana.
While Erickson was able to control Silver Bow wi_th a stfong plurality
of 4,000, he managed victory by a margin of only 1,000 votes in the
five mmaiﬁing labor counties.

Erickson, then, certainly did not completely dominate all of the
blue collar vote in the 1946 election. In this same_resi)ect, howevér,
over thirteeﬁ percent o;‘ the.tota.l vote collected bsr' Erickson was

derived specifically V_from his victory in Silver Bow County. Thus,

13. Appendix II.
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‘a significant portion of Erickson's support (labor and othgiwise)

.came from Butte and Silver ﬁhw County, rathef thanyfrom a
cross~se étioned » heterogeneous foliowing.

Five of the six labor counfies discussed are located in the
First District. Mike Mansfield gaiﬁed the resounding support of the
labor vote by claiming all of _the labor counties in that district.
Mansfield's over-all support by the blue collar worker was more
convineing than Erickson's. Mansfield not only claimed Silvgr Bow
County by a plurality of 7,000 votes; but he also received a 4,000
voﬁe margin from the remaining féur labor counties, in District One.14
The reason dap be most readily explained by reco@izing that while
Mansfield gained.the support of Mineral and Flathead Counties,
Erickson 1OS£ to Ectoh.

In terms .of the Second Districi, the léne labor county,
Mussellshell;.went to John Holmes, the Democratic éandidate for

Congress.,

WHEAT COUNTILS

The wheat counties, namely north of the Missouri River and east of -

the Continental Divide, were defined as any county having 70% or more '
of its agricultural cash receipts derived from CYOpS«a -

Erickson managed a slight majority as he captured four of the

14. . Appendix II,
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Erickéon's,advantage becomes more distinct,

15

six wheat counties,

.however, when the voting'statistics are compared. (See table two)

TABLE TWO
VOTE ON SENATORIAL RACE BY WHEAT COUNTY

Choutean Daniels = Hill Pondera Roosevelt Sheridan

Voted for: ' .
Erickson 1,524 582 2,043 1,174 1,504 1,330
Ecton 1,318 . 831 1.959 857 1,667 1,040

2,842 1,413 4,002 2,031 3,171 2,370
As was previously mentioned, Ecton carried two wheat counties
(i.e., Daniels and Roosevelt). He won the first by the slim margin
of 249 votes, and the last by only 412.'¢ In totality, Erickson )
out-polled Ecton in the wheat counties by claiming 8,175 votes to
Ecton's 6,572,
' The‘Montana Farmer's Union, in 1946, claimed 6,403 dues~-paying

membexrs. The‘six wheat counties contained 3,218 - more than half

of the group's members.17 Erickson's showing in the wheat counties,

then, is some indication that he received the support of the farming

community in Montana.

It is interesting to note that in the Second Districf, John

15. Appendix VII.
. 16. Appendix 11,

17. Kelly, op. cit., pe 63.
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Holmes carried the same wheat counties as Erickson. D'Ewart, like
Ecton, carried Daniels and Roosevelt Counties by the slim niargin of
1 .
153 votes. 8 Holmes, however, was not as decisively victorious as

Ericks‘on', winning the wheat counties by a margin of only 1,010 votes.

LIVESTOCK COUNTIES

If a county had 70% or more of its agricultural income being
derived from livestock, then it was ciassified as a livestock county.19
Sixteen countiés in Monténa met th;a requi'red specification and were
so categorized. These counties a:re located in soui.:hern Montana and
are scattered evenly across the state. |

Of the sixteen livestock counties, Leif Ericksonh gained support -
from oniy Mussellshell wimming by a slim margin of 26 votes. It
should be remembered, however, tﬁat Musseilshell was the only county
in the Ea;stexjn District to also be categorized as a labor cou.nty.zo
Consequently, ‘l'Jhe livestock communitie's' support of Ecton is relatively
significant in reflecting the pblitical allegianée of tﬁe ranching
cons tituency.

Again the campaign in the Second District, befween Wesley D'Ewart

and John Holmes, followed the pattern of the Senatorial race in that .

19. Appendix VIII, ' -~

20, Appendix VI..
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district. ]I)"Ewart carried a majority in éll of the eight livestock
counties except Mussellshell. Wesley D'Ewart was, however, the
director of the Montana Stockgrowers Association, and president
of the Farmers Elevator in W’J’.ls‘éll.z1 This, of course, says much
in explaining his dominance of the livestock vote.

In the strongly DemQCratic Western.Distriét, Rankin (Republican)
managed a majority of tﬁe liveskock counties by gaining four of seven.

Thus if would appear that the livestéck counties adhered.to their
traditional voting patierns by s#pporting ihe Republican Congressional

candidates.

LUMBER COUNTIES ' ’ )

Any county that cut 50,000 board feet of lumber or more per year
was defined as a lumber county.22 A1l of these counties are located
on the weste;p side of the Continental Divide in-the northwest corner
of Montana. ‘

Of the five lumber counties, Zéles N. Ecton gained a majority in

four,. The only lumber county in which Erickson won a plurality,

Flathead, is also classified as a laborAcounty..‘

Since all of the lumber counties are located in the First District,

they will not influence the analysis of the Second District.

21. Glasgow Courier, Oct. 24, 1946, p. 1.

22, Appendix IX.
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In the First District, Mansfield agat_in demonstrated Montana's
pon-partisa.n voting habits by winning a majority in all five of the
lumber counties, The victory, however, was not an e‘asy one as the

total plurality vote in the five counties was 3,187.20

3

THE URBAN & RURAL CENTERS

The Bureau of Census, in 1950, indicated that thirteen counties
in MOntané were supported by cities w.ith a population of more than
5,000.24 The census als;) noted that seventeen cou.nties had no town
with a total population of more than 1_,500 pérsonso Those Hcounties,
then, with a city of more than 5,000’13ersons will be considered
urban, and the counties with no town havingv a population of more
than 1,500 will be considered rural.'

Leif Erlckson gained a majority in only four of the thirteen
urban countles in Montana. (30.8%) 25 (See table three)

.As has already been suggested, two of the four, Deer Lodge and
Silver Bow, were strong centers of organized labor. In additi;an,
Hill County derived much of its economic suppoft from the wheat farmer,

Zales N. Ecton, then, gained the support of the majbrity of the

urban centers by wimming pluralities in the remaining nine urban

23, Appendix II.
24. Appendix X.

" 25. Appendix Xo
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counties,

Of the seventeen rural counties in Montana in 1946, Leif Erickson
could gain a maJorJ.ty in only two (Judith Basin and McCone) Not a
single wheat county could claim a rural majority, while fifty-p;-:‘r_oent
of the sixteen livestock counties were :t;ural in origin. it should
be remembered that Ecton successfully polled all but one'of the

livestock counties.

TABLE THREE

PERCENTAGE OF COUNTIES (URBAN, RURAL, NEITHER) GIVING ALLEGIANCE
TO EITHER ECTON OR ERICKSON

. Urban Rural ‘ Neither urban or rural

Ecton 692 88, 2% 96,29 ‘ |
Erickson 30, 8% _11.8% . 8%
100, 0% 100, o% 100.

There were twenty-s:Lx count:.es that could not be classified as
~either u_rban or rural, and of thos_emEI"J.ckson recelvgd a majority
in one.26, Thus Ecton gained 69.2% of the urban counties, 88.2% of
the rural counties, and 96.2% of those counties classified as neither
urban or rural. (See table three)

-In District One, Mike Mansfield again dominated W.R. Rankin by

winning three of the six rural counties, but more significantly,’

26. Appendix X.
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five of six urban counties.27 Al though each candidate gained fifty
pércent of the rural counties, W.R. Rankin out-polled Mansfield in
total ‘by 245 votes.28 Conversely, however,'Mansfield was given.a
plurality of 12,356 in the urban counties of the First Distric%. The
counties of Deer iodge; Silver Bow, and Missoula were critical in

the Western District as they contributed forty-three percent of the
tc;tal. vote, Mansfie;d won -all three with a plurality of 12,057 votes.
| "There are only four urban géunties located in the Eastern District.
0f these, Wesley D'Ewart woﬁ two, Cascade aﬁd-Hill, vwhile John Holmes
won Yello#§%§%§52§; FPergus counties. Wesley D'Ewart, however, won

the total plurality vote ﬁy 1,503 votes.29 In addition, Wesley
D'Ewart won nine of the eleven rural counties in the Second District,

and eleven of the nineteen counties that were classified as neither

urban or rural.

POPULATION
MAny county with a total population of over 10,000 was defined

as large, and any county with a population under 5,000 was .

30

correspondingly defined as small. Those counties categorized as

27. Appendix IV, X.
28. Appendix II.
29, Appendix II,

30. Appendix XT.
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neither large or small (Population between 5,000 and 10,000) will
be referred to as middle counties.. Bighorn, Carbon, Chouteau, Lake,
Ravalli, apd Richland were counties not considered urban but still
had a population of over 10,000 persons..31

By way of analysis, Zales N. Ecton gained pluralities‘in fifteen
of the large counties, while Erickson won majorities in the mﬁainhg
.five. In addition, Erickson managed to gain support from onlf two
of‘ eighteen small counties. Of the eighteen counties that ranged in
population f1;om 5,000 to‘l0,000,»Ecjton again gained a majoritj ﬁith
ten. The large counties were obvioush.r the mos:b critical; and while
Erickson won the two largest - Céscade and Silver Bow = he could -

gain support from only three others winning a total of only

twenty-five percent of the large counties.

. TABLE FOUR

PERCENTAGE OF COUNTIES (LARGE, SMALL, MIDILE) GIVING ALLEGIANCE TO
EI‘I’HER ECTON OR ERICKSON

Lar Small Middle
(N=20) (n=18) (N=18)

Ecton . 15408 ' 88.8% : 55 .5%
Erickson - 25.0% 11.2% 44.5%
100. 0% 100, 0% 100.0%

<

31, Henry K. Shearer, Director, Bureau of Business and
Economic Research, The Montana Almanac 1957 (Missoula, Montanas
Montana State University Press, 1957), pp. 194-95.
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Ecton's victory, then, was a convincing one as he éained clear
majorities in all of the three populatioh categories (‘1arée, smalll,
middle). It is significant to note that Erickson's failure to gain
a s:i-;ronger following from. the  large counties ‘was certainiy detrimentél.

In the Western District, Mike Mansfield only won fifty percent
of those counties with a population of under 10,000, but he woﬂ
large pluralities in six of the nine large counties which of course
provided him with a decided advantage. |

There were only seven large counties loca;ted in fhe Eastern
District, and John Holmes gained the majority by winning four, In
add;ltion', Holmes won a majority (i.e., six of ten counties) in those ]
counties that ranged in population from 5,000 to 10,000 persons.
" Thus of the seventeen counties in the Eastern District wi.th a .
population of 5,000 .or .more, John Holmes gained a plurality in ten.
Wesley D'Ewar't, however, won eighteen of the twenty small counties,
It is unigue, that of the three Congressional i‘aces, only in thé

Second District was the critical vote cast by the conétituents of the

small counties.

A SUMMARY BY CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

In District One, the Rocky Mountain area, Leif Erickson managed
to win only three of the seventeen counties . His defeat in the
Western District is interesting as it is traditionally the Democratic

stronghold of Montana.




-Erickson.

8%~
Of the five counties domiﬁated by a large labor force in the
First District, three provided support for Leif Erickson.32
Deer Lodge and Silyei Bow, twq of the more ﬁnionized counties in

Mon+tana, frovided Erickson's most reliable pbckets of strength

throughout the entire election, Lincoln, classified in both the

labor and lumber categories, provided the additional county to
33 Thus Erickson won only three counties in the Western
District, and all of those were labor counties., There were no

major crop counties in the Western District, but all seven livestock

counties provided additional support for Ecton.

In District Two, Zales N. Ecton received support from -twenty-seven

of the thirty-nine counties. Six counties were economically

subserviant to cash crops (i.e., wheat), and of those Erickson cléimed
a majority 6f four. The only labor county in the Bastern District
went to Eriéison. There are nine counties in Eastérn Montana signifi-
cantly demonstrating an interest in livestock, and of that total,
Erickson won a majority in only one. ‘
Erickson, then, was able %o claim support from only the labor and

wheat counties. In all of the other categories investigated, Ecton

easily dominated Erickson.,

32, Appendix XII.

33. Appendix IX.
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In the Western District, Mansfield dominated all the areas of
categorical analysis except the livestock countieé. W.R. Rankin
gained a majority of the livestock counties. by winning four of seven.
There were‘ .five labor counties in that _District, and Mansfield won
a plurality in all five. In additionm, Mansfield won all five of
those counties that were the major lumber production cen;bers in
Montana. Probably the most significant analytical categorization
in this Congressional race was the urban designation. Mike Mansfield
won five of siﬁc of the urban counties, thus confrolling those areas
that produce over fifty percent of the vote in that district.

The Congressional race in the Eastern District found Wesley
D'Ewart winning by a lesser margin that either Mansfield or Ecton.
John Holmes won a majority of the wheat counties by gaining pluralities
in four of six. The livestock counties éupported D'Ewart exclusively,
however, by é‘iving him a;. majority in seven of eight counties., In
addition, the overwhelming majority of those counties with a population
under 5,000, eighteen of twenty, provided support for D'Ewarf. Thus ,
D*'Ewart's domination of the small counties, as well as the livestock
counties, proba.bly' provided him with the victorious margin.

Traditionally, labor (particularly mine, craft and railroad),

and the Farmers Union have furnished the strength for Montana's
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liberals .34

In that éense, Erickson was able to hold the labor

and wheat constituencies 1n line., It will be remémbered, however,

that even in these categofies, Erickson's victory was not overwhelming.
Conversely, the traditibnallj conservative livestock counties pr_ovided
Ecton with solid support. It is apparent that while neither the
liberal nor the conservative strongholds broke the continuity of

their respective voting allegiances, the independent voter over=-
whelmingly sup}_;orted ‘"th‘e conservatives. The inability of Erickson

to stimulate a broad based following contributed to his loss of the

Yswing" vote 'which ul timately resulted in Ecton's victory.

34, Jules A. Karlin, "Progressive Politics in Montana', Vol. 1
of A History of Montana, eds., Merrill Burlingame and K. Ross Toole,"
3 Vol. (New York: Lewis Historical Publishing Company, Inc., 1957),
P. 248,




County
Beaverhead
Big'Ho:n'

Blaine

Broadwater

Carbon
Carter
Caééade
Chouteau
Custerxr
Daniels
Dawson
Deer Lodge
Fallon
Fergus
Flathead
Gallatin
Garfield

Glacier

Golden Valley
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Appendix II

General Election Returns

Nov. 5, 1946

United States Senstor

- (Democrat)

Leif Erickson

(Republican)

979
824-
1,152
368
1,614
444
9,039
1,524
1,447
582
877
3,527
420
2,367
3,116
1,830
397
1,516
147

Zeles Ecton
1,732
1,589
1,061

855

2,141

549

7,120
1,318

2,164

831

1,575
2,062

181

2,799

3,875
4,416

545

1,323

415

(Socialist)

: Floyd Jones

23
49

13-
9
48
17
206
.

39
19
39
18
19
.38
113

35

14
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Appendix II (cont.)

Prairie ' 344

: (Democrat) (Republican)

County Leif Erickson Zales Ecton -
Granite - 379 182
Hill 2,043 © 1,959
Jefferson 668 - 795
Judith Basin - 897 868
Lake 1,594 : 2,463
Lewis and Clark 3,750 4,730
Liberty 397 436
Lincoln 1,375 1,158
Madison . 630 1,325
Mc Cone 663 609
Meagher S 337 _650
‘Mineral  _ 339 357
Missoula 4,350 5,793
Mussellshell 1,154 1,126 '
Park 1,583 2,613
Petroleun 182 205
Phillips 1,027 1,254
Pondera 1,174 857
Powder River 352 ’697
Powell 1,006 1,433

678

(Socialist)

Floyd Jones

160
45
86

34
21

33
12




County
Ravalli
Richland
Roosevelt
Rosebud
Sanders
Sheridan
Silver Bow
Sfillwater
‘Sweet Grass
Te ton
Toole
Treasure
Valley
Wheatland
Wibaux

Yellowstone

Total¥*
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Appendix II (cont.)

(Democrat)
Leif Erickson

1,559
1,264,
1,504
624
1,005
14330
15,442
641

- 334
1?172
1,416
217
1,664

442
313
5,155

86,47

(Republican)
Zales Ecton

2,316
1,523
1,667
1,317
1,257
1,040
7,442
1,256

941
1,143
1,325
383
.1,859
732
471
9,246

101,901

(PLURALITY 15,425)

(Socialist)
Floyd Jones

26
18
29
31
66
28
289

10




County
Beaverhead

Broadwatex

Deer Lodge

Flathead
Gallatin
Granite
Jéfférson

Lake

Lewis and Clark

Lihcoln
Médison
Mineral
ﬂissoula
Powéli
Ravalli
Sanders

Silver Bow

Total*
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Appendix II (cont.)

Representative In Congress

First District

(Democrat)
Mike Mansfield

1,265
530
4,081
4,034
2,63§
553
© 806
1,976 .
4,524
1,546
793
414
6,489
1,475
1,789 .
14280

13,224

47,41
(PLURALITY 12,460)

(Republican)
W.R. Rankin

1,470
107
1,642
3,178
3,667
618
692
2,128
4,053
1,048
1,147
302
| 54993
1,022 °
2,134
1,055

6,102

34,958




County
Big Horn
Blaine
Carbon
Carter
Cascade
Chouteau
éuster
Daniels
Dawson
Fallon
Fergus
Garfield

Glacier

Golden Valley

Hill

Judith Basin

Liberty
Mc Cone

Meagher
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Appendix II (cont.)
Representative In Congress

Second District

(Democrat) (Republican)
.John J. Holmes Wesley D'Ewart
173 | 1,605
1,169 | 1,020
1,573 2,15
393 . 556
8,914 T4305
1,550 1,329
1,495 2,093
629 | 749
1,006 1,454
466 , | 730
‘2,462 2,656
359 | 561
1,379 - 1,385
172 392
2,058 o 19T
953 804
493 90
679 568
300 , 676

(Socialist)
Edgar Spriggs

34
1
45
5
165
10
21
12
12
10

40

30

10

21

P ——




County
Mussellshell

Park |
Petroleum
Phillips
Pondera
Powdexr River
Prairié
Richland
Roose§elt
Rdsebu&.
Sheridan
Stillvater
Sweet Grass
Te ton
Toole
Treasure
Vailey
Wheatland
Wibapx

Yellowstone
Total*

- Appendix II (cont.)

(Democrat)

John J. Holmes

(Republican)

Wesley D'Ewart

(Socialist)
Bdgar Spriges

1,213
1,309
166
1,068
1,210
309
341
1,211
1,542
608
1,,366.
657
298 |
1,214
1,358
209

1,806

1,046
2,945
211
1,171
802
T24
665
1,484
1,575
1,330
.
1,238
967
1,078
1,315
365
1,692
730
421
58,307 .

(PLURALITY 9,743)

34
54

3
19
10
5

11
21
19
17
31

10

31

@
Elhe
Bk o w
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41 counties

"// Leif Erickson (Democrat)... 86,476
: 15 counties

Source:

Ellis L. Waldron, ed., Montana

Politics Since 1864. Missoula:

Montana State University Press,
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Firsrt Distirct

Mike Mansfield (Democrat) 47,418
' 10 counties

W. R. Rankin (Republican) 34,958
7 counties

Source:

Ellis L. Waldron, ed., Montana
Politics Since 1864. Missoula,
Montana: Montana State University
Press, 1958.
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Counties having a blue collar labor
force of over 40%.
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Counties with 70% or more in Source:

J. P. Kelly, "Study of the Defeat of
Senator Wheeler'". Unpublished M. A,

Thesis, Montana State University,
1959.

cash crops (wheat)
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Largest Counties (population of
10,000 or more)

Smallest Counties (population of
5,000 or less)

Middle Counties (population of
between 5,000 and 10,000.

LA

Source:

Bureau of Census: United States,
Department of Commerce. United States
Census of Population: 1950, Vol.II,

Characteristics of the Population,

pt. 26, Montana.
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Year
1928
1930
1934
1936
1940
1942
1946
1948
1952
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Appendix XIT

Vote Cast In Flections to the U.S. Senate,
By Major Poli_tical Parties, 1928-1952

bemocrat Republ ican " Other Total
103,655 91,185 _None - . 194,840
106,274' 65,724* | 3,163 . 17§;161'
142,823 58,519 2,204 203,626
121,769 k 60,038 39,655 221,462

176,753 . - 63,941  None 240,69
83,673 ‘ 82,461 4,380 170,514
86,476 101,901 . - 2,189 190,560
19,071 9,770 : 8,457 224,278 -
133,109 127,360 . 1,828 262,297

*See next page for vote cast in elections to the House of Rep.

Sources:

U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of Census, Vote Cast
in Presidential and Congressional Elections, 1928-1944.,
Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1946,

Ellis L. Waldron, ed., Montana Politics Since 1864. Missoula,
Montana: Montana State University Press, 1958,
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Vote Cast In Elections to the U.S. House of Representatives,

Year
1928
1930 -
1932
1934
1936
1938
1940
1942
1944
1946
1948
1950
1952

Sources:

By Major Political Parties, 1928-1952

Democrat Republican Other ggggg
17,669 103,478 8% 181,973
84,604 82,736 2,807 170,147
115,262 87,223 . 6,386 “208,871
135,733 59,270 1,736 _ 199,739
134,006 _ 73,658 . 783 208,474
104,825 103,885 ' ﬁone 208,710
130,453 A 106,326 1,196 237,975
93,243 13,654 ' C 2,611 169,508
118,131 | 17,513 14573 197,217
95,982 - 95,265 o a4t 190,088
122,987 80,061 501 . 203,549
108,248 199,948 2,331 211,527

110,882 144,296 888 256 ,066

U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of Census, Vote Cast
in Presidential and Congressional Elections, 1928-1944.
Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1946,

Fllis L. Waldron, ed., Montana Politics Since 1864.
Missoula, Montana: Montana State University Press, 1958.
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