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Abstract:

Attitudes toward child rearing, education, social life and recreation were investigated in a random
sample of rural Montanans. Respondents were 134 males and 198 females age 18 or older who lived in
12 randomly selected counties, representing all six geographic regions of the state. The survey
instrument included data related to the above elements and to personal background information.

Males, those who were older, Protestants, those with larger numbers of children, and those with less
extensive education appeared to be more authoritarian in their child rearing attitudes. Mean scores for
the sample revealed generally positive attitudes toward education; no personal variables significantly
effected this finding. Income and level of education were found to have a significant influence on
social satisfaction. Social interaction was significantly effected by sex, marital status, church
attendance, number of children, and children between the ages of 0-17 living in the home.
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ABSTRACT

Attitudes toward child rearing, education, social Tife and
recreation were investigated in a .random sample of rural Montanans.
Respondents were 134 males and 198 females age 18 or older who Tived
in 12 randomly selected counties, representing all six geographic
regions of the state. The survey instrument included data related
to the above elements and to personal background information.

Males, those who were older, Protestants, those with larger
numbers of children, and those with less extensive education appeared
~ to be more authoritarian in their child rearing attitudes. Mean

scores for the sample revealed generally positive attitudes toward
education; no personal variables significantly effected this finding.
Income and level of education were found to have a significant
influence on social satisfaction. Social interaction was signifi-
cantly effected by sex, marital status, church attendance, number
of children, and children between the ages of 0-17 1iving in the
home.




CHAPTER I
- INTRODUCTION

- The family as the basic social unit of our society is'the
institution in which the earliest social and psychological develop-
ment of the child occurs (Sears, Maccoby, & Levin, 1957; Photiadis,
1964; Salk & Kramer, 1969; Schlater, 1970; Kej1ey, 1974). It has
been stated that the child learns in his early years, patterns of-
behavior and emotional response that will be his for the rest»of h1§ ,
Tife (Kelley, 1974). In other words, the kind of home in which the
child receives training in these early years will determine in large
part the kind of 1individual he will become.

In the past, beliefs concerning child rearing have usually had
a strong parental orientation; parents reared their children according
to their own needs and values as parents (Miller & Swanson, 1968).
Rapidly occurring social change, however, is resulting 1n-a transition
dn child care (Photiadis, 1964; Ritchie & Koller, 1964; Miller &
Swanson, 1968; LeMaéters, 1970). Working mothers, for example, may
have to rely on persons outside of the family for help in caring for
the child. The child, as a result, becomes subjected to a set of
values different from thoée of his parents. Pre-schools and/or day
care centers 1nfroduce.the child to different parent models with

different values. Social organizations in the community (church,
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school organizations,. etc.) may also influence the child's sociali-
zation. Due to techho1og1ca] advances parents may have more time to
jnyo]Ve %hemse]ves'in ]e{surevand social activities, thereby acquainting
their chi]drén with a.variety of circumstances.

Rural and urban people alike are being.effécted by thé social
changes gaing 6n in the United States (Ritchie & Ko]]er,'1964).'
According to LeMasters (1970), however, rural parents are in a more
difficult position than urban parenté. [Farm children. are_being
subjected more and more to urban values and the urban way of Tife,

.increasing social distance between them and_their_parents. Many

farm parents are having to prepare their children for a more urban

world; a world they really do not understdnd Fh@m;g?ves. Kelley

(]974) stated:

The basic economic unity and interdependence charac-

. teristic of .the traditional farm family no Tonger hold
family members together. School, church, and community,
together with economic factors, peer groups, television
and mass media, and recreational activities, pull the
family in many different directions (p. 536).

Econémic, technological, and population changes taking place
in rural America may offer an explanation. ' It has been stated that
"Only the well-educated, well-financed farm youth can hope to survive

"in the agricultural world of tomorrow (LeMasters, 1970, p. 201)."
Rising costsiof Tand and machinery have made it véhy difficult for

people to engage themselves in agriculture. The mechanization of
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" the farm has also been a factor in the decline of the American

popu]atjon engaged in agricu]turg_(LeMaster;, 1970). Parents rearing
their ch11dren'on a farm may realize the hardships their children
could face if they were to follow in their parents' footsteps.
Raising chi}dren according to parents' own needs and values may not
necessarily prebare children for a kind of life different from their

own. A population shift is also taking place. In 1974, more

‘people moved to rural areas than moved out (Rodale, 1975). This

does not mean that. people are moving to the farm, but'it does meah
they are moving to more sparsely populated areas. The impact of
greater numbers bf people all with different va]ueé and Tife styles
may have an effect on the rural family.

A significant portion of Americans Tive in rural settings

even though there has been a decline in the percentage of the popu-

_ lation engaged in agriculture. Nationwide, 20 per cent of the popu-

lation Tlive in such Qreas; in Montana 46 per cent (323,733) of the
total population has beeﬁ reported as being rural (Johnson, 1974).
Litt1evresearch, however, hasvﬁeen done involving rural family Tife
styles, particularly in the.rural west. If the changes taking place
in rural America are effecting the family it seems essential that

we learn what these effects are and the attitudes of those involved.
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It is important that we try to isolate individuals' attitudes
regarding family 1ife. Only when the problem areas are identified
can help be given to deal more effectively with our changing social
system. In the coming decades, many issues of concern to individuals
and families will require new knowledge about the interrelationships
between man and his physical and social environment (Schlater,
1970).

It seems that the avai]abi]fty and quality of education and
social and recreatienal resources would help to enrich family 1ife.
It is necessary to discover what people believe about education and
about their social and recreational Tife before we can assess their
.needs with any degree of accuracy.

If outside social forces have an effect on the family, altering
"basic goals and values, the child will also be effected.

Children in today's America grow up without the comfort

and support of a single, unified, and consistent value

system. . . Any problem which faces the child may

be solved differently by his peers, by his parents,

and by his teachers, to name just three. . . This

situation puts great importance on our need to

know. . . how community 1ife affects family 1life

and family life affects community life (Kerckoff,
1961, p. 9).

Problem

The purpose of this study was to determine the attitudes rural

Montanans have toward child rearing, education, and social Tife and
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recreation; to measure the correlations of the attitudes with one
another, and also with certain selected personal variables; and

to discuss these findings.

Hypotheses

The following spedific.hypotheses were chosen for the study:

1. There is a significant relationship between attitudes toward
child rearing and attitudes toward:

a.' education
b. social Tife and recreation

2. There is a significant relationship between attitudes toward
child rearing and the personal variables of:

sex

‘age

marital status

income

religion

church attendance

number of children

children between the ages of 0-17 living in the home
children 18 and over living in the home

level of education

L mt @Q —Hh D OO TO

3. There is a significant relationship between attitudes toward
education and attitudes toward social 1ife and recreation.

4. There is a significant re]atiénship between attitudes toward
education and the personal variables of:

sex
age '
marital status
income

religion

church attendance
number of children

Q2 ~Hh DO oo ow
" e s e e s e
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h. -children between the ages of 0-17 living in the home
i. children 18 and over 1living in the home
J. Tevel of education

5. There is a significant relationship between attitudes toward
social ‘1ife and recreation and the personal variables of:

sex
age
marital status
income
religion
church attendance
number of children ‘
children between the ages of O 17 Tiving 1in the home
children 18 and over 11v1ng in the home
level of education

Cende T7QQ ~H(D O.O TV

Definitions

- For the purposes of this study ‘the fo11ow1ng~def1nitions were
used:

Rural: Farm and non-farm communities with a population of less
than 2,500 people (Gould & Kolb, 1964).

Attitudes toward child rearing: ' The expression of values and beliefs
in relation to the caretaking of children. .These expressions
were referred to as either authoritarian (traditional) or
democratic (equalitarian). : '

Authoritarian: The expression of an attitude which views
parents primarily as authority figures in the child rearing
relationship.

Traditional: The term will be. used interchangeably with
authoritarian. :

Democratic: The expression of an attitude which views
children as equals in their rights and responsibilities as
family members.
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Equalitarian: The term will be used interchangeably with
democratic. ‘

Attitudes toward education: The expression of feelings in relation
to the effects education has upon one's 1ife. These expressions
range from the positive effects possessing an education has
upon Teisure time and economic opportunity to conflict between
education and work.

Attitudes toward social Tife and recreation: The expression of
- feelings with regard to social interaction and social satis-
- faction.

Social interaction: The involvement of the respondent with
relatives, friends, and neighbors 1iving in the community.

. Social satisfaction: The expression of an attitude involving
general friendliness of the community, a sense of be]ong1ng—
mess, and overall tone of family life.

Agé: Each respondent was p]aced in one of six age groups: under 21,
21-28, 29-35, 36-50, 51-65, over 65.

Marital status: Levels of response referred to whether the participant
had never married, was presently married, divorced, or widowed.

, Income:' Response levels categorized 1néome as follows: over $25,000,
$20,000-$24,999, $15,000-$19,999, $10,000-$14,999, $7,000-$9,999,
$5.,000-$6.,999, $3,000-$4,999, and under $3,000.

Religion: The four response levels included Roman Catholic, Protestant,
another religion, and no religious preference.

- Church attendance: Responses comprised four categories: three or
more times per month, once or twice per month a few times per
year, and never.

Number of chn]dren: This variable refers to the total number of
children .each respondent had.

Chitdren between the ages of 0-17: The number of children of this
age group presently Tiving-in the home.

Children 18 and over: The number of children of this age group
presently 1iving in the home. ,
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Level of education: Categories for educational attainment are as
follows: 1less than eighth grade, completed eighth grade,
completed high school, attended college, completed bachelors
degree, college beyond bachelors degree, masters degree,

. doctors degree, finished business college, and finished trade
school. '

Limitations and Delimitations

This study focuses on only a small portion of the total study
titled -‘“"Rural Family Life Styles in Montana." The total survey deals

with housing and homemaking, marital roles, marital communication,

. family planning and sex know]edge, child rearing, nutrition knowledge, . .

consumer knowledge, education, and_socia] 1ife and recreation. The
number of questions, therefore, pertaining to each of the areas are
delimited.

The study is Timited by two factors: sample siée'and previous
research. Sample size prohibits the use of direct observation which
places Timitations on the type of data that can be detived. Minimal
research-pertaining to rural family Tife styles in the west Timits

the amount of information from which to build.




CHAPTER I1I
REVIEW OF LITERATURE

The'ﬁurpose of fhis study was to determine the attitudes rural
Montanans have toward child rearing, education, and social life and
recreation; to measure the correlations of the attitudes with one
énother, and also with certain selected personal variables; and to

discuss these findings.

History of Child Rearing Practices

. . a study of child-rearing ideas of the past. .

can help to make us aware of the precedents which remain
dynamically related to our own work in the upbringing
and education of children (Sunley, 1955, p. 151).

Early Attitudes Toward ChiTdren :

It 1s,diffipu1t to imaginé that in medieval society the idea

of childhood did not éxist; Tha£ is to say, a child was not dis-
tinguished from an adult (Thompson; 1952; Aries, 1962; Kessen, 1965;
Lefrancois, 1973). The infant was, in effect, regarded as a miniature
adult. He differed from adults only quantitatively (Lefrancois, 1973).
Since the infant was too small and fragile to take part in adult
activitiés, he simply didn't count (Aries,,1962).

o That children were viewed in this manner is one of the reasons

there are so few accounts of child rearing practices in earlier times.
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According to Lefrancois (1973), there are two other possible explana-
tions. One is that animals of a Tower phylum were easier to understand
and therefofe much easier to study. . Another is ﬁhe place a child held
in the afféction of adults. Children were not necessarily loved or
wanted and if they were wanted, it may have been only for economic
. reasons. It is easier to understand this lack of love and affection
when it is remembered that a child was regarded as an i11—fofﬁed
adult, incapable of carrying out adult activities.

In the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, however, a new
concept of childhood appeared. A child became the symbol of sweetness
and simplicity; for the adult, a source of relaxation and amuéement
(Aries, 1962). It is interesting to note that this concept was most
popular among women, even though the entire responsibility for the
éare of the ch%]d rested with-them. In spite of the changing attitude
toward children on the part of many, the child was still absorbed
into the world of adults between the age of five and seven.

At the sameatime, men of the church came to regard children
as "fragile creatures of God who‘needed to be botH safeguarded and
reformed (Aries, 1962, p. 133)." Later in the seventeenth century,
as this idea became more prevalent, so also did interest in education
and the concept of a 1oﬁg childhood. Although the Titerature reviewed

is. inconclusive, it may be attributable, at least in part, to the sex
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difference in parents and to changing social attitudes toward education

in general.

Early Child Rearing Practices

Kessen (1965) stated that before 1750 the odds were three to
one against a ch11d,cohp1eting five -years of 1ife. This may have been
due partly to a lack of information regarding children's needs,
inadequate nutrition, and less than adequate medical skills. 'As‘
reported by Kessen (1965), not until Tate in Western history were
there any experts in child care. Many parents relied on the midwife
and the teacher for advice. |

“According to Rogers (1969), during the period between 1550 and
1750, European parents beéame somewhat permissive in their child rearing
practices. This varied somewhat according to geographic, religious,
and socio-economic factors, but generally speaking, a wave of
permissivenesshin child care was reported to have appeared.

In North Aﬁerica,-on the - other hand, the colonial family was
reported to have been very stern énd subjective in their attitudes
regarding children (Quegn & Habensfein, 1967). In some households
children were not allowed to sit during mealtime. They ate whatever
was handed them and were taught it was sinful to complain.

Many be]iéved the child was born with perverse tendencies

(Queen & Habénstein,ﬂ1967; Rogers, 1969; Thompson, 1952). In order
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to break down these undesirable qualities, severe and. inflexible
discip1iﬁary methods were used. Discipline was not only the responsi-
bility of the home, but of the school and state as well. Stern laws
were enactéd to enforce strict .obedience. A Connecticuf statute, for
example, decreed'that: if a rebellious son sixteen years of older
did not obey his parents or heed ﬁheir punishment, he could be
brought before thé magistrates assembled in court, énd\be put_to
death (Trumbull, 1876, pp. 69-70).

This stern code of discipline was thought to be associated
with current re1igion beliefs and to reflect the difficult conditions
under which these people Tived. The usual pattern of family 1ife was

patriarchal, making the support and conduct of family members the

~resﬁohsib1]1ty of the male head of the house. The woman, on the other

hand, was also responsible fbr a wide range of activities. It was
her duty to tend to the children as well as help till the soil.

Most of the time was spent doing chores, so thefe was Tittle time
for social Tife or recreation for any family members, even for the

children. Boys, however, were permitted to go to school (Queen &

Habenstein, 1967).

The co]onia1‘period seems to have been a time of masculine
dominance. Families were viewed essentially as economic institutions
(Queen & Habenstein, 1967). It appears that these two factors, along

with a Tlack of social life, largely accounted for the strongly
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authoritarian view of child rearing in this period of our history.
According'to Rogers (1969) this attitude prevailed from the colonial
period up to the beginning of the twenfieth century.

A marked interest in children and'in child rearing prdb]ems_
developed during the nineteenth century. According to Sunley (1955),
this interest was brought about by several reasons. First of all,

. a‘rapid rise of industry was taking place. This shfft was disrupting
not only established patterns of 1iving, but patterns of child '
rearing as well. Along with increasing industrialization came the
growing belief in the power of man to control his environment. Man
was becoming capable of directing the future and became more conscious

of his ability to'mold his children. Finally, an 1ncfeased emphasis
was'being placed on the child as an extension of his parents' -

~ ambitions. | :

As man came to realize the control he had over himself and
his environment, the concept of Eharacter development became even
more important. Since it was the mother who was. considered the
principal person in forming character, her role became paramount
" (Sunley, 1955). By mid-nineteenth cenfury, the father played only
a small part in the upbringing of his children. According to the
Titerature, the father's responsibility rested almost so]e]y with
‘the administing of cofpora] punisbment, 1f'and when it was considered

necessary.
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Due to the many changes :taking place in the social system
'between 1850 and 1900, a substantial amount of literature appeared

on the subject of child rearing. In this Titerature three general
theories seemed to prevail. One prescribed that parents should
enforce absolute obedience. This would break the child's will and
help free him "from the hold of his evil nature (Sunley, 1955? p. 163)."
Dwight,.writing in 1834, stated: "No child has ever been known since
the earliest period of the world, destitute of‘an evil disposition --
however sweet it appears (p. 31)." Another theory advocated the
idea of children becoming "strong, vigorous, unspoiled men, Tike those
in the early days of the country (Sun1ey, 1955, p. 161)." A third
theory endorsed gentle treatment of the child, making corporai
punishment undesirable as a means of disciplining children. Advocates
of this theory recommended that~Qnderstanding and justice be used by -
parents in rearing their cHi]dren.

Even though the 1iteraturé of tﬁe times expressed varied
feeiings concerning child rearing practices, it was not until the
latter half of the 1930—1940'decade that a great deal of attention
was given to permissive procedures (Stendler, 1973; Rogers, 1969;
Bronfenbrenner, 1970). It has been reported'that two-thirds of the
articles written on child rearing promoted the idea of parental

permissiveness (Winch, 1952). Baby and Child Care by Spock (1946)

became very popular. In it, Spock advised parents to act according




15

to instinct. WhateVer the parents felt was best would probably be
best for the child (Stendler, 1973; Rogers, 1969).

_ The concept of permissiveness did not hold a déminant place
very 1oné.' The fifties and sixties brought a neW»mode_of thought ‘
- and action which affected peoples' Tlives all err the world. w1th:
it came many transition§ in personal goals and values and consequently,
a new and yet unclear trend in child rearing (Rogers, 1969). Child
care once again became a blend of conf]iéting theories. '

Today, many adhere to theldemocratic way of ream‘ng_chﬂdren°

", . . that is, that parents probably know best in many things, but
children know something, too (Papalia & 0lds, 1975, p. 377)."

Child Rearing Studies

Little research has beénvaone in the rural west, especially
with respect to the family. Research which has been done has dealt
primarily with agriculture. Sinée the rural family has been given
little attention, ft has been difficult to identify as a variable

in many of the studies dealing with child rearing.

Rural
Researchers conddcting a study on family social interaction -
in rural Miqhigan (Michigan State University Experiment Station,

1957) found that family members Spent 1ittle time together, With~very
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- few activities being éhafed in the home. In general, mothers spent

more time with their children thaﬁ did fathers. These findings were
not corrg]ated, however, with specific child rearing attitudes.
Exteﬁsive interviews of urban, suburban, and farm wi&es Tiving
in Michigan comprised the population for a study by Blood ana Wolfe
(1960). The results tended to indicate very little difference in
child rearing problems from city to country.
Wilson and Sperry (1961) Eonducted a study which dealt with

child rearing techniques of rural mothers. Significant relationships

- to techniques of guidance were found to exist on the basis of the

mother's age and level of education. The use of affection by the
mothers as a guidance technique tended to decrease as her age increased.
The demonstration of affection also decreased as the mother's Tevel

of education increased.

Non-Rural
" Several studies, though not dealing with a rural population,

have been found which indicate a number of personal variables to be

“directly related to child rearing attitudes. Among these variables

" is socio-economic status (SES) or social class, which has been given

considerable attention in its relationship to child rearing attitudes
and techniques. Social class becomes relevant when broken into its
major component parté: income and level of education, both of which

are varjab]es in the present study.
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Havighurst and Davis (1955) compared major studies done at
Harvard and in Chicago and found that there were differences in
éhi]d rearing practices based upon social class. On the baéis of
social c]asé, middle class parents appeared to have higher educa-
tional expectations of their children than did Tower class parents.

Jordan (1970), examining the influence of age and social class
on authoritarian family ideology, found Tess authoritarianism for
fhe higher social classes. Permissiveness increased as age increased,
indicating a higher deéree of permissiveneés on the part of the
older.

Sears, Maccoby, and Levin (1957) also found differences in child
rearing practices between the social classes. MWorking class mothers
seemed to use more rigid disciplinary techniques with their children
than did middle c]ass.mothers. fhe researchers attributed this
difference not only to social c]éss but to the number of children
each family had. They suggested éhe possibility that "if we compared
wérking-c]ass families who had a certain numbef of children with
- middle-class families haviné the same number, there wou}d be Tittle
or no difference between them in their child-training methods (p. 435)."
Findings were the same Whether mothers were compared on the basis of
their educational attainment or on the basis of their SES. An
explanation for this finding may lie partly in the fact that level

of education often comprises a large part of SES.
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The relationship between SES and a mother's behavior toward
children was analyzed in the Berkeley Growth Study (Bayley & Schaefer,
1960). Findings indicated only a slight increése of warmth, under-
standing, and acceptance toward children és SES of mothers roge.
Although mothers of a lower status tended fo be slightly more punitive
and control]ing, the differences in behavior were much more evident -
fqr those mothers having sons than for those having daughters. |
According to Bronfenbrenner (1972), parental behayiors differentiated
- by sex of the child are pronounced only in the Tower -middle class.
As the SES of a family fises, both parents tend to relate to sons
and daughters similarly.

It seems important to note at this point that child rearing
attitudes in relation to the sex of the child are not important to
the present study. It appears, however, to be one of two factors -°
that could in part be responsible for differences in child rearing
which'afe often attributed to social class alone. Historically,
families of lower SES have had'mbre children than those of the middle
class (Sears, et al., 1957). According to Clausen (1966), "fhe
size of a group markedly influences the patterning of interactions
and relationships among members (p. 9)." As a family increasés
in size, explicit rules concerning duties, responsibilities, and
‘behavior become more characteristic. Leadership becomes increasingly

centralized. It seems that an increase in family size would also
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increase thellike]ihood of varied sex composition. According to
Elder (1962), the sex composition of a large family might in itself |
- dictate or control the amount of parental dominance exercised.

Bartow (i962) also examined family size in relation to child
rearing practices and found no significant relationship between them.
The differences in findings between Elder and Bairtow might be partly
accounted for by sample composition. Elder's study was based on
- adolescents' perceptions of their parents, while Bartow's dealt
- directly with parents.

A program of research on adolescence at the University of
.North Carolina (Elder, 1962) displayed only slight evidence that .
lower class parents were more dominant than middle class parents.
Significant releationships to child rearing practices were found to
exist on the basis of family size, Tevel of education, sex, and
religion. Parents of a Targer family were viewed as being more
authoritarian than those of a small family. An equalitarian attitude
seemed to be most characteristic of those parents having completed
one or more years of college. Parents with a ninth grade education
or less, however, were perceivéd as being authoritarian. Mothers
were more likely to be permissive or equalitarian in the child
rearing relationship than fathérs. Fathers most often were perceived
as being the dohinaht figure. The results suggested a‘teﬁdency of

Catho]ic fathers to increase their control and restrictiveness
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as their §h11dren became older. Among Protestant fathers, the
tendency reversed.

As pointed out by the studies previously cited, there is
some evidehce-that social class is at least par£1y responsible for
differences in child rearing. According to Bronfenbrenner (1961),
however,.”. . . the gap between the social classes in their goé]s and
methods of child rearing appears to be narrowing. . .{(p. 6)."
By and 1arge,'parents of the working class are assuming not only
social and économic va1ués similar to the middie é]ass, but also
similar child rearing techniques.

Anders (1968) found the Tless educated more likely to express
a punitive attitude toward child rearing. Findings also indicated
women'to be more pérmissive in child rearing attitudes than men.
Although Anaers' study dealt Qith three religio-ethnic groups
(Anglo-Saxon Protestant, Negro-Proteétant, and French Catholic), the
findings are similar to those of Elder (1962). . |

An examination of data cited by Bronson, Katten, and Livson
(1959) points to a somewhat.different finding with regard to parental
role differentiation.- According to these researchers, the father
is becoming 1ncreasiﬁg1y more affectionate and less authoritarian
in the child rearing relationship, while the mother's role as
disciplinarian is increasing."ln an analysis of chi]dcafe attitudes

of two generations of mothers (Cohler, Grunebaum, Weiss, & Moran,
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1971), there did not appear to be a significant difference between

the attitudes of the older and younger mothers. Findings seemed to
be directly related to the comparative constancy in the society's
value systém} | | '

The review of the Titerature has revealed a considerable
amount of material dealing with child rearing. At the same time,

it has revealed that writings re]éting this topic to rural Montanans

“or to rural Americans anywhere are virtually non-existent. The

review of Titerature has served to confirm the need for a study of

child rearing in a rural ﬁopu]ation,




CHAPTER III
METHODOLOGY

The purpose of this study was'to determine the attitudes rdna1
Montanans have foward child rearing, education, and social Tlife and
recreation; to measure the correlations of the attitudes with one
another,‘and also with ceftain selected -personal variables; and to

. discuss these findings.

Sampling Procedure

The presént study fﬁcuses on a portion of a larger project,
titled "Rural Family Life Styles in Montana." Following is a des-
cription of procedures employed re]ating to the entire project,
1nc1udiﬁg the portions which drefthe subject of this study.

Boundaries suggested by the Montana Cooperative Extension
Service divide the state of Montana into six districts. These
disfricts are ﬁot based upon population, but represent relatively
equal amounts of Tand area. To insure representation of each
geographic sector in the state, two counties were randomly selected
fromleach of the six districts.

‘Communities within the selected counties were randomly chosen

and persons from those communities were selected at random to be
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invited to participate in the~study. By this process 60 from each

county, or 720 in all, were asked to take part in the study.

Method of Collecting Data

Communication

To encourage a better rate of participation in the study, a
news re]easé about the project appeared in virtually all of Montana's
daily and weekly newspapers. A Tletter, explaining the purpose and
sponsorship of the project, was theh sent to the potential participants,
asking for their cooperation. An acceptance form and return ehve]ope
were enclosed with each letter. Those_fndividua1s who agreed to
particibate in the study were sent a survey booklet. Some time later,
a fo]iow—up reminder was sent to:those who had not responded.
instruments a
_'éince the plan for the total project called for all the data

to be collected at one time, the test instruments for each phase

of the study were compiled and bound into a survey instrument booklet.

‘This task was completed prior to the present investigator's involvement

in the project.
- Whenever pdssibTe, scales authenticated by previous research

were used. It was necessary in certain cases, however, to devise

_ ahiinstrument which wouid more adequately suit the purposes of this
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ihvestigation. In such cases, appropriate resource persons at Montana
State University were consulted. .The instruments were then pretested |
with students for content validity. Copies of the instruments employed
in those portions of the study which are the subject of the present
report are contained in the appéndix.

In ordér to gather information with regard to the respondent's
background, a general information section was devised. From this
section, the following variables were used: sex, age, marital status,
_ income, religion, church attendance, number of children, children
between the ages of 0-17 1iVin§ 1ﬁ the home, children 18 and over
“Tiving 1in the home, and level of education.

The portion of the survey instrument dealing With child rearing
provided an index to parental style. It was adaptéd from "A Survey
of Opinions Regarding the Discipline of Children" developed by Itkin
in 1952; Re]iabf]ity of Itkin's scale was estimated by the split-
half method to be .95. According to‘Shéw and Wright (1967), validity
was'determined by item analysis data -and the correlation between
attitude scores and self-ratings of parents; the‘corre]ation was .26.

Attitudes toward education were determined by the use of a
scale developed by Rundquist and Sletto in 1936. The items are broad
in content, ranging from the effects of possessihg an education upon
one's Teisure time and upon economic opporfunity to conflict betwéen

education and work (Shaw & Wright, 1967). Split-half reliabilities




25
' of .82 and .83 have been reported as we]j as test-retest reliabilities
of .84 and .85. According to Shaw and Wright (1967), the scale has
good content validity for measuring attitudes toward a high school
education. It is somewhat restricted, however, in measuring attitudes
toward a college education.

The'instrumént dealing with socia1-1ife and recreation was
constructed by the project Teader and his graduate assistant. Questions
primarily dealt with the respondents' interactions with relatives,

friends, and neighbors living in the community.

Analysis of Data

Ttems on the attitude scale of child réaring were scored in
such a way that higher scores ref]ected authoritarian attitudes
toward_chi]d rearing, while 1oweﬁ scores represented the more permissive
or equalitarian attitudes. With the highest ppssible value being three
points for each question, the highest score that could pe obtained |
was 60.

Higher scores on the attitude scale of edQcation indicated a
positive éttitude toward the effects of possessing an education,
while Tow scores were indicative of a negative attitude. The scale
was composed of 22 items, which when scored could produce a possible

score of 66.
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The 20;1tem social Tife and recreation scale could provide
a possible value of 81. Higher scores indicated less social 1ntef—
action'and satisfaction with one's social 1life, while Tower scores
reflected greater‘amounts of interaction and sati;faction.

Data derived from items concerning personal background informa-
tion and the various scalés were coded and transferréd to electronic
data processing equipment at Montana State University Computing
Center. The primary statistic eﬁp]oyed in the.analysis of .data was

. the Pearson product-moment coefficient of correlation.




CHAPTER IV
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

' Thé purpose of this study'was‘to determine the attitudes rural
Montanans have toward child rearing, education, and social Tife and
recreation; to measure the correlations of the attitudes with one
another, and also with cértain selected personal variables; and to

discuss these findings.

Description of Sample

A total df 720 persons, each chosen at random, were invited to
pdrticipate in the study. Of the 479 who confirmed their desire to
participate, 332 (46.1%) actua]]y completed and returned the survey
booklets (Johnson, 1974). ;

Table 1 provides a description-of the sample. The 332
individuals who agreed to particfpate in the gtudy were predominantly
female (59.6%). The sample leaned toward middle age,'with the median
being in the 36 to 50 age group. Only 18.2'per cent of the sample
represented the under 21 to 28 age group.

Nea?]y seven-eighths of the respondents (84.6%) were married.
Family size, with regard to number of children, ranged from zero to
ten. In.genéra1, families were not 1arge;.2.5 was the mean hﬁmber

of children. One might have expected families to be larger in a
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TABLE 1

Description of Sample

Variable N % Variable N
Sex Number of Children
Male 134 40.4 None 52 5.7
Female 198 59.6 One 43 1370
Two 78 235
*Age Three 68 20.5
Under 21 12 3.6 Four 41 12.3
21-28 48 14.6 Five 31 9.3
29-35 48 14.6 Six 12 3.6
36-50 91 27.7 Seven or more 7 2.1
51-65 102 31.0
Over 65 28 8.5 One or more children
living at home
Marital Status Age 0-17 167 50.3
Never married 23 6.9 Age 18 + 55 16.6
Married 281 84.6
Divorced 5 T d Educational Level
Widowed 23 6.9 8th grade
or less 18 5.4
*Income Attended
Over $25,000 45 14.9 high school 45 13.6
20,000-24,999 11 3.6 Completed
15,000-19,999 34 17:2 high school 89 26.8
10,000-14,999 74 24.4 Attended college 85 25.6
7,000-9,999 59 19.5 Completed
5,000-6,999 32 10.6 bachelor degree 40 12.0
3,000-4,999 22 7s3 College beyond
Under 3,000 26 8.6 bachelor degree 14 4.2
Masters degree 7 21
*Religion Doctors degree 3 9
Roman Catholic 57 LIS Finished busi-
Protestant 243 74.5 ness college 10 3.0
Other 6 128 Finished trade
No religion 20 6 school 21 6.3
*Church Attendance
Three or more times
per month 126 38.0
Once or twice per month 52 5%
A few times per year 98 29.5
Never attend 47 14.2

*Totals of these categories do not equal 332 because of participants not responding.

Percentages are based on the number of respondents, not the total sample number.
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rural area, since children in the past have been necessary for farm
production. There appears, however, to be a trend toward smaller
family size with over half of the sample (52.2%) having two children
or less.

The table reveals over half of the respondents (54.1%) having
some education beyond high school. Persons of this sample were
slightly ahead of the average for Montana of 12.2 years of schooling

(1970 Census, U.S. Dept. of Commerce, 1973).

Examination of Data

Total scores on the child rearing scale, the education attitude
scale, and the social Tife and recreation scale were tested against
each other by means of a correlation matrix (see Table 2). It was

then possible to determine significant relationships among the various

- attitudes. Total scores on each of the three scales were also

corfe1ated with ten personal variables: sex, age, marital status,
1ncome,'re1igion, chu}ch attendance, number of children, children
between the ages of 0-17 living in the home, those 18 and over 1iving
in the home; and educational level (see Table 3). Childrens' ages
were divided into two groups since those between 0-17 are generally

. school age or younger and perhaps more dependent on family resources"
" than those who are in the young adult group (18 and over).' Data

were analyzed by means of the Pearson product-moment coefficient
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TABLE 2

Correlation Matrix

Social

Child Education Social
Rearing ~Interaction Satisfaction
Child
Rearing ———-
" Education .001 ———
Social .
Interaction NS NS ——
Social
Satisfaction .003 NS .001 ———
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TABLE 3

Correlation of Personal Variables
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‘of correlation. The .05 level was -set as the criterion for determi-

nation of significant relationships.

Child Rearing Attitudes

Higher scores on child rearing indicated a more authoritarian,
traditional attitude inlrelation to care and discipline. 1In other
words, the parent was regarded primarily as an authority figure in
the child rearing re]ationsﬁip. Lerr scores indicated more of a
democratic, equalitarian attitude; children were regarded as equals -
in their r%ghts and. responsibilities as members of the family.

Scores ranged from 25 to 55; the highest score that could be attained
was 60. The mean, median, and mode were 38, 1ndicat1ﬁg almost an
equilibrium between éuthoritarian and democratic attitudes.

Hypothesis 1 stated: There is a significant relationship
between attitudes toward child rearing and attitudes toward
(a) education and (b)‘social Tife and recreation. The testing
.supported hypothesis 1.

A positive relationship was found to exist between traditional
_child réaring attitudes and a positfve outlook toward education (see
Table 2, page 30). One might view such an attitude toward education
as being more progressive or Tiberal. If so, it does not seem Tikely
that those Teaning toward traditionalism in réariné their children

would tend to be more liberal with regard to their children's




33
education. An association has beén found to exist between authori-
tarian child rearing attitudes and generally conservative parents
(Boshier & Izard, 1972).

Total child rearing score was .the only cérre]ation which-
produced a significant result in its relationship to total education
score. An examination of Table 3 (page 31), however, 1naicates a
ﬁositive re1ationship.between number of children and ehild rearing
score.  As the tendency for larger families increased, so did the
. tendency for traditional views regarding child rearing. Thosg families
having more.ch11dren may recognize an economic necessity for education.
| Earming and ranching is the chief occupation of many of these peop]é
(Lind, 1975). Several children may have greatgr difficulty in
prospering from the land in years to come than one or two. Realizing
this, parents with a Targer number of children may 1ook more positively
on the side of education.

A greater amount of social satisfaction was significantly
related to a democratic or equalitarian attitude regarding child
rearing. The characteristics of those individuals displaying a
democratic child rearing attitude may aid'in interpreting this finding. .
Those in the Tower age groups tended to score lower on child rearing,
as did those with fewer children, and those having attained a higher
lTevel of education. Thoée having fewer children also tended to be

more actively involved in the community. Involvement in the community
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perhaps has more to do with social satisfaction than any one of the
other variables. Level of education has a significant negative
correlation with both total child rearing score and social satis-
faction score. In other words, és chiid rearing attitude becomes
more democratic, level of education increases; as social satisfaction
increases, so does level of educétion. It seems that those persons
who tend to be more re]axéd with rejard to éhi1d rearing practices
may also tend to enjoy ana’be more satisfied with their social Tives.

Hypothesis 2 stated: There is a significant re1atidnship
between attitudes toward child rearing and the personal variables of
(a) sex, (b) age, (c) marital status, (d) incoﬁe, (e) religion,
(f) church attendance, (g) number of children, {h) children between
the ages. of 0-17 1iv1n§ in the home, (1) children 18 and over Tiving
in the home, and (j) Tevel of ed&cation. _Hypothesis 2 a, b, e, g,
and j were confirmed by the data; hypothesis é c, d, f, h, and i were

rejected.

Sex. Males tended to be more authoritarian (traditional) in
their attitudes toward child rearing:than females (see Table 3,
page 31). According to Photiadis (1964), this has been more or less
a distinct characteristic of the rural family. Typically, family
decision making and authority have rested with the male head of the

household. Although this and other characteristics of rural Tiving




35

may be beginning to disappear in some areas (Photiadis, 1964), it
does not seem to be the case in this Montana sample.
| Montana 15 geographically isolated from any of the major
population centers. "It is also one of the most sparsely popu]atedl
per square mile, while being the fourth Targest in geographic space.
Although news media and communication systems may have an efféct on
the attitudes and beliefs of rural resideﬁts, it seems that the
relative isolation which characterizes daily 1ife may have an even
greater effect. If so, the isolation of these families may play a
significant part in the traditionalism of attitudes regarding child
rearﬁng. |

The results of a study by Anders (1968), although non-rural
in scope, seem to support thosé of the present study. Anders sampled
three distinct religio-ethnic groups: -‘Anglo-Saxon Protestant,
Negro-Protestant, and French-Catholic. The male, in each of these
groups, appeared to be the dominént figure of authority in the child
rearing re1atioﬁsh1p. Traditjona]]y, each of these religio-ethnic
groups have Been male oriented. Traditién may play an important role
in many rural Montanans' Tives, as indicated by the way in which their
respbnses compare to those of the Anders' study..

Elder (1962) shows similar findings in a non-rural study dealing

with ado]eséents' perceptions of their parents. The adolescents
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reported their mothers to be more permissive or equalitarian and
their fathers to be more dominant with regard to child rearing.

‘Results from a non-rural study involving patterns of authority
and affection by Bronson, Katten, and Livson (1959) have shown that
the relative position of the father and mother is éhifting, Tﬁe |
father was seen as becoming more affectionate aﬁd less authoritarian,
and the mother as becoming more ?mportant as the agent of discipline.
It 1s.d1ff1cu1t to determine whether these findings agree or contradict
with those of the present study because of the use of the term
"becoming.“,'0n1y current attitudes were measured in ‘the Montana
sample, not future trends. Bronson, et al. (1959) studied parental
style from birth of the child fhrough the eighteenth year. The period
of time involved, the ages of‘thg parents, and the number of children
_born during those 18 years all méy havé had4an éffect on the finding.
Parents' attitudes regqrding‘chf]d rearing may swing from one end of
the_pendu]um to the other over a.period of that many years, a fact
which cannot be ascertained in a cross-sectional study, unless it is

longitudinal.

Age. As age of the participants increased, the likelihood of
an éuthoritarian (traditiconal) attitude toward child rearing also
“increased (see Table 3, page 31). One might expect to find a tradi-

tional attitude among persons of an older generation.
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Jordan (1970), in a study dealing with author%tarian family
ideoTogy, however, found just the opposite. Results from the study
indicated a higher degree of permissiveness to exist among the older
' parficipants. TWb distinct differences in sample composition,ex%sted
between Jordan's study and the present one. In Jordan's study, mother§
of newborn'infants comprised the sample. The mean age of the~mothers
was 25. In the present study the mean age group was between 36 and
50; half of the respondents (50.3%) had one or more children under
the age of 18 Tiving in their home. Perhaps young mothers of newborn
infants, because of lack of experience and a heightened sense of
responsfbi]ity, are indeed more authoritarian in an effort to do the
"right thing" where the child is concerned.

Much of the Titerature deq]ing with the rearing of children
indicates that child rearing praétices run in fashionable and even

faddish cyp]es (Winch, 1952; Ritchie &'Ko11er, 1964; Papalia & Olds,
| 1975). The attitudes of persons'from particular age groups may be
infiuenced by this factor.. Today, according to Papalia and 0lds
(1975), many adhere to the democratic way of rearing children. The
fact that many 6f the respondents were middle aged and their child
rearing years nearly over may have had a bearing on the authoritarian
attitude displayed. Ideas in vogue at the time a child is born may

be more inf]hentia] than the age of the parents in determining parental

attitudes toward child rearing.
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Religion. As religious preference hoved from Catholic f@
Protestant, so did the Tikelihood of an authoritarian (traditional)
attitude toward.child rearing. The same tendency may have e%isted
for those respondents indicating "other religion" or "no religious
preference," however, only 26 respondents (7.9%) comprised the latter
groups. The small number of respondents in these two groups may |
have, by chance, skewed the result in the direction of authoritarian
attitudes. The term Protestant includes many different religious
groups with varied values and be}iefs. It may be that the more funda-
mental Protestant groups are representative of this rura]_samp]e,
contributing to the traditional child rearing attitudes reported.

Although religious preference had an effect on child rearing
attitudes, church attendance did not. Church attendance is signifi-
cantly fe]ated only to social inferaction (see Table 3, page 31).
It appears that going to church and having direct contact with the
church does not have an effect on many of these peoples’ attitudes.
It could be that the church is not dealing with day to day problems
that are a part of the;e peoples' Tives or simply that basié beliefé
and philosophies adhered to by many are very strong aﬁd not easi1y
challenged. |

Number of children may also play a-part in relation to this
finding. Aécording to Elder (1962), the combined effect of both

- denomination and fami1y size substantia]]y-effects the 1likelihood
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of parental dominance in the child rearing relationship. Large
families are more often associated with Catholics, so in this 1j§ht,
one might have expectea the Catholic respondents to lean more towara
traditionalism. In the present study, however, this did not prove
to be the case. The small number of Catholic respondents (57) may
have skewed the resu1t. Mean number of children. for the whole popula-
tion was ﬁuite Tow (2.5), so again the finding may have been effected.
Perhaps if a balance had existed between Protestants and Catholics,

the finding would have been altered.

Numbef of children. Attitudes toward child rearing were signifi-

cantly influenced by the number of children in the family. The tendency
toward a greater number of children was related to the tendency toward
more authoritarian attitudes regérding child rearing (see Table 3,

page 31). _Chéracteristica1]y, a; groups increase in size, there becomes
a centré]ization of. leadership and thé deve]opment of explicit rules
(C1ausén, 1965). As a family becomes Tlarger, then, leadership and
‘decision making tend to come more and more from the top. It may be
easier, in many cases, for large families to operate in this manner
since there are so many individuals to Took out for and for whom to
be'responsib1e. Explicit role differentiation may be necessary to
keep‘fam11y-operations running more smoothly. Elder and Bowerman

(1963) support the finding.
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ATthough the number of children had an effect on child rearing
attitudes, the ages of the children Tiving in the home did not.
Regardless of whether there were newborn infants, toddlers, or
teenagers in the home, child rearing attitudes Were not significant1y‘

effected.

Level of éducation. Increasing levels- of education attained
by the respondent broduced an increasingly democratic (edua]itarian)
attitude towafd child rearing (see Table 3, page 31). Those respondents
having spent a greatér number of years in school may have come info
contact with a greater number of alternatives, 1ncTuding those related
‘to the rearing of children. Rather than adhering to traditional,
authoritarian views, those with a higher education may tend to experi-
ment with other alternatives. Bi so doing, they may become more
democratiE or equalitarian in théir attitudes toward child rearing.

More than half of the respondents (54.1%) had some kind of
formal education béyond high school. Stlightly over half of the
respondents (55.4%) scored at or below the mean dn the child rearing
scale, indicating a tendency toward a democratic attitude. There
may be a relationship between those respondents in thé two groups.

It could have been those same respondents with the higher education

that scored ]ow on child rearing, indicating a democratic attitude.
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Elder (1962) found a ninth grade education or less to be
associated with authoritarian child rearing practices; in contrast one
or more years of college he foundrto be characteristic of democratic
and‘equa1itar1an parents. Anders (1968) has associated punitive child
rearing practices with the less educated. Both findings support those

of the present study.

Education Attitudes

Higher scorés tended to reflect a positive attitude toward
education while lower scores indfcated a more negative attitude. The
highest possible 'score thét could be attained‘was 66. . Scores ranged
from 25 to 66, with the mean being 53. |

Hypothegis 1 a stated: Tﬁére is a significant re]atibnship
between attitudes toward child réaring and attitudes toward education.
The testing supported hypothesis‘1 a (refer to child rearing attitudes
section). :

- Hypothesis 3 stated: There is a significant relationship
~ between attitudes toward education and attitudes toward social 1ife
and recréation. The data rejected hypothesis 3.

Hypothesis 4 stated: There is a significant Fe]ationship
betweén attitudes toward education and the personal variables of
(a) sex, (B) age, (c) marital status, (d) income, (e) religion,

(f) church attendance, (g) number of children, (h) children between
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the ages of 0-17 1iving in the home, (i) children 18 and err living
in the home, and (j) level of education. Hypothesis.4 was rejected.

Attitudes toward education were not found to be significantly -
influenced by any of the personal variables. It was the only one of
the attitude scales not effected by religion, number of children,
or level of education. One might at least expect to find a signifi-
cant correlation between attitudes toward education and Tevel of
education, since persons of this sample.were slightly ahead of the
average for Montana of 12.2 years of sqhoo]ing (1970 Census, U.S.
Dept. of Commerce, 1973). Those respondents having some formal
schooling Beyond high school comprised 54.1 per cent of the totaf.
sample. Perﬁaps this has bearing on the finding.

The mean was extremely high and yet more than half of the
respondent§ (52.7%) pf this sampTe scored above it. Thére were
actually very few Tow scores. Sjnce those few respondents having Tow
scores came from a'Qariety of ci?cumstances, it was not possible to
poiﬁt to any one factor predisposing toward their low opinion of
education. Generally speaking, this sample of rural Montanans,
whether young or old, rich or poor, college educated or not are very

much aware of the value of education.
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Social Interaction

That portion of the instrument dealing with the participant's
social Tife and recreation was examined in two parts: social inter-
- action and social satisfaction. Social interaction was comprised éf
the respondent's involvement with relatives, friends, and neighbors
_11vfng in the community. It was dealt with not only quantitatively
but also as an attitudg. Social satisfaction, on the other hand,
1nvo1ved general friendliness of the community, a sense of belonging-
ness felt, and overall tone of family 1%fe. By dividing the original
scale in this manner, two scores were derived. Each of the scores
represented a'separate, yet related characteristic of the‘participant‘s
- social Tife. _ '

~High scores on social 1nt§raction indicated less involvement
with relatives, friends, and neiéhbors Tiving in the community. Scores
ranged from 9 to 45, with the mean being 28, and the hjghest'attainab1e
scére 55. |

Those who had more éocia1 interaction also tended to have
‘greater social satisfaction (see Table 2, page 30). It seems that
- those individuals who get invo]ved with others in the community also
enjoy their social life more. A high percentage of respondents appear
to be-soc1a11y active and generally satisfied with the community and

their family 1life.
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Hypothesis 1 b stated: There is a significant relationship
between aftifudes toward child rearing and_attitudes toward social
1ife and recreation. The hypothesis.Was examined in Tight of both
social interaction and social satjsfaction. The déta support hypothesis
1 b, however only in terms of social satisfaction, not in terms of .
social interaction (refer to child rearing attitudes éection).

Hypo%hesis.3 stated: There is a sjghifiéant relationship

betwéen attitudes toward education and attitudes toward social life

and recreation. The testing rejepted.hypothesis 3.

Hypothesis 5 stated: There is a significant relationship
between social 1ife and recreation and the personal variables of
(a) sex, (b) age, (c) marital status, (d) income, (e) religion,

(f) church attendance, (g) number of children, (h) children between

the ages of 0-17 Tiving in the home, (i) children 18 and over 1living -

in the home, and (j) level of education. Hypothesis 5 a, ¢, f, g,
and h were significant in terms of social interaction; hypothesis
d and j were significant in terms of social satisfaction. The testing

rejected 5 b, e, and 1.

Sex. Males tended to indicate Tess social interaction than
females. Since the study deals exclusively with a rural population,
it may be that the primary occupation, farming and ranching (Lind,

1975), lends itself to social interaction for females moreso than
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for males. Male members of the family quite possibly spend more of
their time working in the fields, with cattle, etc.

‘Examination of two specific questions, however, shows something
quite different. In response to the questiqni ”qu much do male
members of the family go out to fish, hunt,.bowia or golf, leaving
the women and smaller children at home?", 77.1 per cent (256) of the
sample replied, either "not too often”'or "hardly ever." On the other
hand, in responding to: "How often does the lady of the house go
out to clubs, parties, etc., 1eay1ng father and fhe children at
home?", 81.9 per‘cént (272) replied either "not too often" or "hardly
ever." The difference in the responses is not great; however, it
may be due to the Timiting effect of the question concerning male
interaction. That particular question includes only four types of
recreation; the question concerning female interaction is actually
uniimited as to type of recreation by its use of "etc." .

Responses to the two quesfions are significantly related to
each other at the .001 level. In other words, the more males éré
involved in activities outside the Home, the more women tend to be
involved in activities outside the home.

As either male members of the family or the lady of the house
went out more leaving other family members at home, the quality of
fahi]y life tended to decrease. In 11ke'manner, feelings tended to

be more negative with regard to amount of social interaction; the
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home was regarded as Toving and warm to a lesser degrée. This seems
to point to the idea that all types of social interaction do not

. necessarily have positive effects on family 1ife. It appears that
family members may feel a stronger bond if social interactions are .
together. . | |

It is interesting to note that 77.1 per cent (256) of the
respondents felt théir home was either extremely or quite 1oving,‘
warm, and happy. The same ‘percentage of males, 77.1, responded
thaf'they seldom or rafe}y'went out Teaving the others at home.

Two findings were significantly related to female interaction,
but not to male interaction. Those women having better quality
relationships with their relatives tended té go out Tess to cjubs,
partiés, etc. At the same time,;it also appears that as women went
out more, the tendency to be inv%ted out for dinner and visiting
decreased. Those women spending more time in activities outside the
home probably also have close frfends engaged in the same activities.
If so, these women may not have had the time nor the inclination for

additional socializing through dinner invitations.

Marital Status, As marital status moved from single to married,

there was a tendency for a greater amount of social interaction; The
same tendency may have existed for those respondents who were either

~divorced or widowed; however, only 28 respondenfs (8.4%) comprised the -
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Tatter groups. It may be that the small percentage represented by
these two groups skewed the results in the directionNOf a greater
amount of social interaction.

Age, ability, companionship, and availabjlity of activities in
the community hay have played an important role in the amount of social
interaction reported by the respondent. Single persons, young and
old alike, may have béen Tess active socially due to a lack of com-
panionship and/or places to go and tﬁings to do in the community.
MacKay (1973) in a study of the aged found a slight relationship
between being single and participating less in organizations. Since
thé sample had a very high percentage of married persons (84.6%), those
who were single may not have felt they had similar interests with others-
Tiving in the community. Sing]e’perséns not among those 1in the younger
age groups .may have had difficulty in getting out, due to physical
health and/or restrictions, therefore Timiting their outside 1nvoive—
ment with others. Divorcees and widowers, on the other hand, once
married and perhaps having children, may have had more social contacts

than those in the singie group.

Church attendance.-'As frequency of church attendance increased,

so did social interaction. Church and church related activities seem

to have an influence on the amount of -interaction among those persons
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who attend. Perhaps church provides a non-threatening afmosphere'
in which people can meet and become acquainted. |

Although church attendance is significantly related to social
interaction;'it is not related to the amount of satisfaction felt |
~regarding.family and community 1ife. It appears that having a place.
~in which fo meet'and interact with others is not enough. The satisfac-
tion derived from this type of activity may depend on the number of
family members pafticipating together, whether if is viewed as an
obligation or personal choice, and the degree to whiéh the partici-

pants become involved.

Number of children. Social interaction decreased as the

number of children increased. This is a somewhat qurious finding since
one might expect schob] and other organizational acfivities in which
children are involved to also involve parents. Perhaps those children
from larger families do not tend to be active in organizations,
because of costs fnvolved, theréfore not involving fheir parents.
Qn the other hand, those with more children may find themselves with
less time for involvements outside the family.

The finding may be viewed in yet another way. Thoée having
fewer children tended to be more'democraticiin their child rearing
attitudes‘(éee‘Tab1e 3, page 31). A relationship was also found to

exist between those leaning toward democratic child rearing attitudes

’
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TABLE 4

Correlation of Social Interaction with Use of Telephone

Use of
Component Telephone

Number relatives in community : .013
Quality of relationship with ' - NS
Social interaction with ‘ : .019
Friends, 1iving in community" o | .001
Invite people for dinner and visiting - .001
. "Drop in" at friends .001
Invited out to dinner and visiting .001
Friends "drop in" : . .001
Satisfaction with social interaction . NS

Total child rearing score K .005 .
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and greater use of the telephone for visiting (see Table 4y, It
appears there may be a positive.relationship between smaller family
size, greater social interaction, democratic child rearing attitudes,
and greater use of the telephone as an instrument of social inter-
action.

‘A positive re]atidnship also exists between visiting by phone
and the following: social interaction with relatives, the frequency
of friends "dropping in" to visit, the frequency with which people
. are invited to the respbndent's house for dinner and visiting, the
- frequency with which friends are visited, and the frequency with which
the respondent is invited to someone's house for dinner and visiting
(see Tab]e 4). This finding points to the idea that the telephone
may not necessarily be used as a substitute for face-to-face inter-
action with others, but may perhaps be used as a tool for inviting
or encouraging others out. On the other hand, if a relationship does
exist between number of children and visiting by phone, it seems that
childrens® activities and like involvements of parents may warranf
greater use of the phone. ‘In so doing, more social contacts may

be made.

Children between the ages of 0-17 11vfng in the home. Social

interaction decreased as the number of children between the ages of

0-17 Tiving in the home increased. It was not related however to the
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number df children over the age of 18. It appears from this findfng
that younger chi]dfen do tend to tie parents down. Time and reseurces
involved in the care of children may decrease the amount Teft for
other activi£ies, _

Although social interaction was effected by children of high
school age and younger, satisfaction with home and community 1ife was
not. It appears, in this instance, that a greatef amount of inter-
action among friends and relatives was not an indication of a satis-
fying social Tife. Perhaps staying at home with other family members
" was indeed as satisfying for many as actively involving ihemse]ves

with outside obligations.

Social Satisfaction

High scores on social satisfaction indicated a less positive-
attitude toward the community in general, a decreased sénse of
belongingness, and less satisfaction Qith one's home and family 1ife.
Scores ranged from 3 to 16,'w1th 26 being the possible high; mean,
median, and mode all were nine.

In general, this sample disp1ayeq a fairly high degree of
social satisfaction. There was a high percentage of respondents
. reporting a very favorable feeling toward their cdmmunity and family
1ife (see Table 5). These same elements of social satisfaction

(friendliness of community, accebtance in community, quality of family
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~ TABLE 5

Components of Social Interaction and Social Satisfaction

Component

N %

Relatives: : _

2 or more families 1iving in the community 178 53.7

Very good to good relationship with 205 61.7

More than half of social interaction with 122 36.7
Friends: : .

At least 4-5 families Tiving in community 231 69.6

At Teast once/mo. invite people for dinner & visiting 156 47.0

At Teast once/mo. "drop in" at friends to visit . 213 . 64.2

At least once/mo. invited out to dinner & visiting 137 41.2

At least -once/wk. friends "drop in" to visit 223 67.2

At Teast 3 times/wk. visit by telephone 228 68.7
Community:

Quite to extremely friendly 220 66.3

Very well accepted in ' 243 73.2

About right amount of social interaction 190 57.2
Family Life:

Very good to the best 207 62.4

Home - Toving, warm 256 77.1
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life, and atmosphere of the home) were found. to have a‘significant
positive relationship with many of the compohents of social inter-
action (see Table 6).

It is curious that as the number of relatives T1iving in the
community increased, the tendency for the home to be considered
Toving, warm, and happy decreased. It appears that having relatives
in the community adds to the friendliness and belongingness felt,
but not to quality of the home and family life. Friends; not relatives,
11vﬁng in the community did not have the same effect.

Hypothesis 1 b stated: There is a significant relationship
betwgen attitudes toward ch%1d rearing and attitudes toward social
_ 1ife and recreation. The hypothesis was éxamined in 1ight of both
social interaction and social satisfaction. The data support
hypothesis 1 b, however only in terms of social satisfaction, not
in terms of social intefactioﬁ (refer to child rearing attitudes_
section).

| Hypothesis 3 stated: There is a significant relationship
between attitudes toward education and attitudes toward social life
and recreation. ‘The testing rejected hypothesis 3.

Hypothesis 5 stated: There is a significant relationship
. between social Tife and recreation and the personal variables of
(a) sex, (b) age, (c) marital status, (d) income, (e) religion,

(f) church attendance, (g) number of children, (h) children between




TABLE 6

Matrix of Social Interaction and Social Satisfaction

Component

Friendliness
of community

Acceptance
in community

Quality of
family life

Home -
Toving, warm

No. relatives in community
Quality of relationship with
Social interaction with

Friends Tliving in community

Invite people for dinner & visiting
"Drop in" at friends

Invited out to dinner & visiting
Friends "drop in"

Visit by telephone

Friendliness of community
Acceptance in community
Satisfaction w/social interaction

Quality of family 1life
Home - loving, warm

.001
NS
.044

.001
NS
.009
.003
.001
.002

.001
.003

.005
NS

.001
NS
.001

.001
NS
.001
.001
NS
.001

.001

.039

.001
.042

NS
.009
NS

.003
.012
.001
.005
NS
.043

.005
.001
031

.001

-.021
.003
NS

NS
.042
NS

.001

2]
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_the ages of 0-17 Tiving in the home, (i) children 18 and over living
in the home, and (j) level of education. Hypothesis 5 a, c, f, g,
and h were significént in terms of social interaction; hypothesis

5 d and j were signi%icant in terms of social satisfaction. The

testing rejected 5 b, e, and. i.

Income. Those individuals in the higher income brackets
indicated significantly less social satisfaction than did those with
lower incomes. It appears that having more money to go places and
do things does not necessarily lend itself to the satisfaction one
derives from his or her social 1ife. Perhaps those having higher
incomes were not satisfied with the social options available to them
in the community.

Satisfaction with the respondents’ social interactions are
significantly related to a senseiof belongingness in the community
(see Table 6). Table 1 (page 28) shows 29.7 per cent of the respondents -
to be in the $15,000 to over $25,000 income bracket. In responding
| to the question, "How much do you feel that you 'belong' in your
community?", 26.5 per cent replied "only somewhat" or “"somewhat
shunned, Teft out, or rejected." The percentages of those respondents
in the $15,000 to $25,000 income bracket and those not feeling accepted
~in the community are very nearly the same. If those personslin the

higher income brackets did not feel their social needs were being '
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met, perhaps those same people did not feel a strong sense of

belongingness in their community.

Level of education. As social satisfaction increased, level

of education increased. It appears that those with Tess education
in this sample were not those in the Tower income brackets, sjnce
there was a significant relationship between having less income and
being more satisfied socially. _

Over half of the respondents (54.1%) in this study have some
education beyond high school (see Table 1, page 28). If a large
percentage of persons in the community are in this group it may very
well have an influence upon the kinds of activities available in the
community and upon the vérious kinds of social interactions which
take place. Those persons having fewer years of formal éducation may
feel a slight stigma against theﬁ; they may also not be interested in
what's available as far as social options in the community. These

feelings could contribute to the tendency toward less social satis-

faction.




CHAPTER V

SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Summary .

The major purpose of this research wés the investigation of
rﬁra1 Montanans' attitudes toward child rearing, education, and social
life and‘recreation. These were correlated with one another and also
with the personal variables of sex, age, marital status, income,
religion, church attendance, number of children, children between
the ages of 0-17 living in the home; children 18 and over Tiving in
the home, and tevel of education.
| Participants for the study were 332 rural Montanans from twelve
randomly selected counties: Fergus, Musselshell, Powder River, McCone,
Roosevelt, Phillips, Blaine, Tetbn, Madison, Meagher, Flathead, and
Sanders. The sample was predominantly female (59.6%), the mean age
group was 36-50, and nearly seven-eighths (84.6%) of the respondents
were. married.

The present investigator was not involved in the collection
of data whtch took place in 1973. For the purposes of this paper,
four 1nstruments.froﬁ the original data were used: a general tnfor—
mation section, A Survey of Opinions Regarding the Discipline of
Children by Itkin, Attitudes Toward Education by Rundquist and Sletto,

and a social Tife and recreation scale developed by the project leader
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and his graduate assistant. The instruments were evaluated and scored
by the present researcher; the data were coded for transferring to
electronic data processing equipment.

Five hypotheses were judged using the .05 level of significgnce
as the criterion for the acceptance or rejection of the hypotheses
throughout. This yielded the following results:

Hypothesis 1: A significant relatienship exists between attitudes
toward child rearing and attitudes toward (a) education and (b)

social Tife and recreation. A significant positive relationship was
found to exist between authoritarian child rearing attitudes and.a
positive attitude toward educatioﬁ, Authoritarian child rearing
attitudes were also sjgnificantly,re1ated to less social satisfaction.
Hypothesis 2: A significant re1gtionship exists between attitudes
‘toward child rearing and the pér?ona] variables of (a) sex, (b) age,
(c) marital status, (d).income, ge) religion, (f) church attendance,
(g) number of children, (h) children between the ages of 0-17 1iving
in the home; (1) children 18 and over Tiving in the home, and
(j).ievel of education. A significant positive relationship was

found to exist between authoritarian child rearfng attitudes and males,
" those who were older, Protestants, those.having a larger number of

children, and those having attained a higher Tevel of education.
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Hypothesis 3: A significant relationship exists between attitudes
toward education and attitudes toward soc151,1ife and recreation.
Hypothesis 3 was rejected by the data.
- Hypothesis 4: A significant re1atiohshfp exists between attitudes
toward education and the personal variables of (a) sex, (b) age,
(c) marital status, (d) income, (e) religion, (f) church attendance,
(g) number of children, (h) children between the ages of 0-17 Tiving
in the home, (i) children 18 and over Tiving iﬂ the home, and (j)
1¢ve1 of education. The data rejected all of hypothesis 4.
Hypothesis 5: A significant relationship exists between attituges
toward .social Tife and recreation and the personal variables of
(a) sex, (b) age, (c) marital status, (d) income, (e) religion,
(f) church attendance, (g) number of children, (h) children between
the ages of 0-17 Tiving in the'héme, (i) children 18 and over living
in the home, and (j)l1eve1 of edgcation. Social interaction was
found to- be.Tless for those who were male, those who were singfe,
those who attended church Tess frequently, those wifh more children,
and those with more children under the age of 18 living in the héme.
Social satisfaction was found to be less for those respondents in

the higher income brackets and those with Tess extensive education.
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Conclusions

Data from the analysis of the hypotheses support these con- .
clusions:
Conc1dsion 1: The respondents of'this sample, who Teaned toward
authoritarianism in their child rearing views, also leaned toward a
more positive outlook toward education. Hypothesis Ta showed that
a significant relationship existed between child rearing attitudes
and attitudes toward education.
Conclusion 2: Montanans of this sample reporting democratic child
‘rearing attitydes also tended to report a higher degree of social
satisfaction. Hypothesis 1b showed that a significant relationship
~ existed between attitudes toward child rearing and attitudes toward
social 1ife and recreation.
Conclusion 3: In this sample, males appeared to be more authoritarian
in their attitudes toward child rearing than feha]es. Hypothesis 2a
showed that a significant relationship existed between attitudes toward
child rearing and sex.
Conclusion 4: Those who comprised the older age groups in this sampie
seemed to be more traditional or authoritarian in their child rearing
attitudes than the younger participants. Hypothesis 2b showed that
a significant relationship existed between attitudes toward child

rearing and age.
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Conclusion 5: The rural Montanans of this sample who had a 1argér
number of children tended to hold more authoritarian views of child
rearing whiTe those with fewer children tended to be more democratic.
Hypothesis 2g showed that a significant relationship existed between
child rearing attitudes and number of children.
Conclusion 6: Among the participants in this sample, more equali-
tarian'or democratic views of child rearing were related to higher |
levels of education. Hypothesis 2j illustrated that a significént
re]étionship existed between child rearing attitudes and level of
education. '
‘COnc1usion 7: With reference to this sample it can be said that there
were no personal variables which influenced the attitudes held toward
education. The rejection of hypgthesis 4 supports this conclusion.
Conclusion 8: Among the partiCiﬁants in this sample, males appeared
to interact socially less than females. Hypothesis 5a showed that
a significant relationship existéd between attitudes toward social
tlife and recreation and sex.
Conclusion 9: Respondents of this sample comprising the higher income
brackets seemed less satisfied with. their social Tives than those in
the Tower income brackets. Hypothesis 5d showed that a éignificant

relationship existed between attitudes toward social 1ife and recrea-

tion and income.
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Conclusion 10: Rural Montanans representative-of this sample who
. attended church more often appeared to be active socially in other
respects as well. Hypothesis 5f showed that a significant relation-
ship existed between attitudes toward social 1life and recréation and
church attendance.
Conclusion 11: Those reSandents in this sample having a Targer
number of children did not appear as socfa]1y active as those with
fewer children. Hypothesis 5g showed that a significant relationship
existed between attitudes toward social 1ife and recreation and
number of children.
Conclusion 12: With respect to this sample, having children betweeh
the ages of 0-17 11V1n§ in the home was relatéd to a lesser amount
of social interaction. Hypothesis 5h showed that a significant
relationship existed between attitudes toward social Tife and recrea-
tion and children between the ages of 0-17 living in the homé.
Conclusion 13: Among the participants in this sample, a higher
degree of social satisfaction was related to more extensive education.
Hypothésis 5j showed that a significant relationship existed between

attitudes toward social 1ife and recreation and Tevel of education.

Recommendations

Conclusions were not based on significant relationships

involving marital status and religion. The percentages of respondénts
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representing the groups: never married (6.9%), married (84.6%),
divorced (1.5%), and widowed (6.9%) were so disproportionate that
further study is necessary to assess the finding with any accuracy.
The percentages of respondents comprising the groups: Roman Catholic
(17.5%), Protestant (74.5%), other (1.8%), and no religious preference
(6.1%) were also quite disproportionaté. On the basis of the large
concentration in one group (Protestant) further study is also necessary
to provide accuracy in interpreting the &ata.

The participants of this study, fdr the most part, seemed to
regard education very high]yl It seemé that further investigatidn
might be ‘helpful in determining‘the relationship between a favorable
attitude such as this oﬁe and actual behavior. In other wbrds does
a significant positive relationship exist between having a favorable
attitude toward education and support of the Tocal schools and/or
teachers? - Participation 1in scthT activities (ball games, concerts,.-
PTA, etc.), attendance at séhoo1 board meetings, and the passage of
special Tevies are also areas of concern in their relationship with
attitudes toward education.-

In terms of social 1ife and recreation, it appeared from the
study that those having a Targer number of children were not és active
socially as those with fgwer children. It seems that youth groups
in the commdnity such as FHA, 4-H, Scouts, etc., could provide free

babysitting services from time to time so parents could get out more
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easily. An exchange of services might contribute to the well-being
of both parents and youth. Members from such groups could exchange
an hour or more of thefr time babysitting for the same amount of
time from the parents in helping with the organization. Students of
high school home economics could get pracfica1 exberience and academic
credit by méking themselves available for a few hours in the same
kind of situation. '

Another poséib]e means of helping to increase social inter-
action and satisfaction might be the deve1opmeht of special interest
groups (gourmet cooking, macrame, parenting, fly tying, soft ball,"
back_packing, etc.). It would be especially he]pfu]iif there could
be something for each family member to be involved in,.perhaps helping
to strengthen both family and community TEfe. . Resource persons might
include: teachers, expension agénts, retired persons, local craftsmen,
homemakers with professional skills, etc. | |

To gain a wider perspectfve on rural family Tife styles it
Wou1d be helpful for the preseﬁt study to be replicated in other rural
areas outside the state of Montana. In so doing, there would be a
greater amount of information on which to build. Regional and
cultural differences could a]so-bé examined. An investigation
of those 1living in urban Montana would be helpful in determining any

differences:that might exist between an urban and rural population.




: 65
There are other‘questions which are also pertinent. Research
is needed to provide answers such as:

What is the.relationship between parental attitudes, child
behavior and personality?

What 15 the effect of child rearing seminars, classes, etc.
on parental attitudes and/or child rearing techniques?

Is there consiétency between what parents report their child
rearing attitudes to be and their behavior when observed in
interaction with their children?

Is there consistency between the way children perceive their
parents and actual parental attitudes?

The present study suggesté that it is possible to research
questions such as the above, and to provide some reliable data‘in'

answer. to them.
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GENERAL INFORMATION

Regardless of your age or sex, and whether married or single, answer all
of the items on the following pages as they apply to you. If certain
items do not at all apply to your situation, omit them and go on to the
next item that does apply to you. If we have not included enough
possible answers to certain items, please write in the answer you feel
would be the best one for you.

It is important to remember that there is no such thing as a right or
wrong answer to any question in this survey. We simply are seeking
the opinions of rural Montana people, so the only possibie "right"
answer is your honest opinion.

1. Your sex: Male Female
2. Age: Under 21 21-28 29-35 1 36=50
51-65 Over 65
3. Have you ever been: o Yoo TF yes, how
many times
Engaged
Married
Divorced
Widowed

4. Check the category that represents the income you reported for your
1972 tax returns. (This will include earnings of both man and wife.)

over $25,000 $7,000 - 9,999
$20,000 - 24,999 $5,000 - 6,999
$15,000 - 19,999 $3,000 - 4,999
$10,000 - 14,999 Under $3,000
5. Religion: Roman Catholic Protestant( )
Denomination
Other religion ( )
specify

No religion
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Frequency of church attendance:
Once or twice per.month Three or more times per month

Never qttend church A few times per year

. Total number of children you have ever had:

Sons ' Daughters

Number of children now Tiving in your home: Age 0-17
: Boy Girl

‘Number of children now'Tiving in your home: Age 18 or older

Boy Girl

" Check the highest level of education you have attained:

Completed less than eighth grade

Completed eighth grade

' Attended high school

_____ Completed high school
___ Attended college
_____Completed bachelor degree
_____ College beyond bachelor degree
___ Masters dégree
___;_HaQe doctors degree

Finished business college

Finished a trade school
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CHILD REARING

Read each item carefully and then circle the A, D, or U to indicate
whether you agree, disagree or are undecided as to how you feel about
the statement. Do not spend much time on any one item and remember
there is no right answer except the one that most honestly represents
your feelings. .

A D U 1. Parents should demand complete .obedience from their
children.

A D U 2. Children should not be allowed to argue with their
: parents. . :

A D U -3. Children these days are usually given too much freedom.

A D U 4. Parents seem to be reluctant or afra1d to discipline
their ch11dren

A D U 5. Children should receive some pay for chores they do
around the home.

A D U 6. Parents should take away a child's privileges, éuch
as watching a favorite television program, as pun1sh-
ment for m1sbehav1or

A" D U 7. A child who misbehaves should be spanked.

A D U 8. Achild's own feelings and des1re§ are relatively
: un1mportant the important thing is for him to do as
he is told.

A D U 9. Children should be required to do certain tasks without
pay. : o

A D U 10. An important'aspect of discipline is that the child
' should not know what to expect next of his parents.

A D U 1. A parent cught not place very much trust in a child.

A D U 12. cChildren are not capable of making any of their own
decisions much before the age of 12.




13.

14,
15,
16.
17.
18.
19.

20.
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If a child does something wrong and gets in trouble
with the school or the Taw, the parents should try
to "get him off the hook."

A four-year-old should be severely punished for bed-
wetting. :

If the children are fighting the parents should break
it up at once and in some way punish the one who
started it.

'The more freedom'you give a child the worse he gets.

Parents are not required to explain to children the
reasons for parental actions or commands.

Children should have a voice in family decisions that
affect them, such as moving to a new town.

A child who is unusual in any way should be encouraged
to be more like other chi]drenf

Parents have to crack down harder on children if our
nation's moral standards are to be saved.
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ATTITUDES TOWARD EDUCATION

Read each item carefully and then circle the A, D, or U to indicate
whether you agree, disagree, or are undecided as to how you feel
about the statement. Do not spend much time on any one item, and
remember there is no right answer except the one that most honestly
represents your feelings.

A D U
A D U
A D U
A D U
A D U
A D U
A D U
A D U
A D U
A D U
A D U
A D U
A D U

1.

10.
11.
12.

13.

A person can learn more by working for four years than
by going to school. :

The more education a person has the better he is able
to enjoy'11fe

Educat1on helps a person to use his leisure t1me to
better advantage. - .

A good education is a great comfort to someone who
can't find a job.

Only subjects Tike reading, writing, and arithmetic
should be taught at public expense.

Education is no help in getting a job today.
Most young peopie are getting too much education.

An education is worth all the time and effort it
requires. -

Our schools encourage an individual to think for
himself. .

‘There are too many fads and frills in modern education.

Education only makes a person_discontented.

School training is of little help in meeting the
problems of real 1ife.

. Education tends to make a person less conceited.




14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

21.
22.

- 77

Solution of the‘woF]d's problems will come through
education. .

High school and college courses are too impractical.

A person is foolish to keep going to school if he
can get a job.

Savings spent on education are wisely invested.

An educated person can advance more rapidly in business

“and industry.

Parents should not be compelled to send their children
to school. ’

Education is more valuable than most people think.
An education makes a person a better citizen.

Public money spent on education during the past few
years could have been used more wisely for other

_ purposes.
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SOCIAL LIFE AND RECREATION

In this series of questions we are most interested in Tearning what
your usual practice is with respect to interactions with relatives,
friends, and neighbors who 1ive near you. For the purpose of answering
these questions please do not take into account the visiting back and
forth that you may do with friends and relatives who do not Tive in
your community. Place an X in front of the statement that is most
appropriate for you.

1. How many families of your relatives (considering both sides of
the family) are there 1iving in your community?

6 or more 4-5 - 2-3 1 None

2. What is the quality of your relationship in general, with these
relatives?

Very good: Good Fair Poor Very poor

3. How many families Tiving in your community, not counting relatives,
do you consider to be very close friends?

Over 20 12-19 6-11 4-5 3 2

1 0
4. What is your feeling about the general friendliness of your
community? -
Extremely friendly Quite friendly About average
Not very friendly Extremely unfriendly

5. With whom do you have most of your social interaction?

Almost entirely with relatives
About half with relatives

Mostly with friends and neighbors
Only with friends and neighbors
We have no social interactions

I

l

1
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1.
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How often do friends "drop in" to visit at your house?

We have 2 or more callers per week About once a week
Once or twice a month A few times a year
Never :

How often do you invite people to your house for dinner and
visiting?

At Teast once a week Once or twice a month
A few times a year Once a year
Never

How often do you "drop in" at friends' homes to visit?

At Teast once a week Once or twice a month
A few times a year Once a year
Never :

How often are you invited to someone's house for dinner and
visiting?

Once or more per week : Once or twice a month
~ A few times a year ' Once a year
Never ~

How frequently do you v1s1t by telephone with friends or
neighbors?

Several times daily . About one call a day
3-4 calls per week Once a week

Once a month Hardly ever

Never

How much dd you feel that you."belong” in your community?

Feel we are very well accepted
Feel we are somewhat accepted
Feel we are somewhat shunned

Feel we are left out and rejected

]

' l




12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

NOTE:
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How do you feel about the amount of social interaction you have?
(You may check more than one)

I wish we had more visitors come to our house

I wish we would visit other people more often

I feel we have about the right amount

I wish people would not come to our house so often
I wish we would not go to visit others so often

I wish our relatives would leave us alone

I

How much do male.members of the family go out to fish, hunt,
bowl, or golf, leaving the women and smaller children at home?

Far too often Frequently Not too often
Hardly ever

How often does the Tlady of the house go out to clubs, parties,
etc., leaving father and the children at home?

Far too often Frequently Not too often
Hardly ever , :

What would you say is the overall tone or quality of your family
Tife? -

_____The best Very good Satisfactory
—___ Not very good qur Very poor

To what extent do you feel that your home and fam11y is a loving,
warm, and happy one?
Extreme]y SO Pretty much so
Not very much so It's unsatisfactory
It's very unsatisfactory ~ About average

“Items 1, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 12, 13, and 14, comprised the
social interaction scale. Items 2, 4, 11, 15, and 16 comprised
the social satisfaction scale. '
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