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Abstract:
The prints of this thesis presentation reflect and were influenced by the recent birth of a son to the artist
and his wife* In these works self-portraits and portraits of the artist’s son are employed, but these are
used only as actors of a play. The real plot of these works comes from a theory by John Locke, who
was an English philosopher and educator. This theory he called "Tabula Rasa". The theory in essence
states that "the mind of an infant is a blank state and all of his actions and ideas come from
experiences*" Previous to the works of this thesis presentation, the artist completed a series of works
involving vending machines* These works were concerned with making a selection of an experience at
the cost of one nickel. The thesis prints are thus related to these works in that the actual experiences of
the thesis prints are represented by nickels. 



I n  p r e s e n t in g  t h i s  t h e s i s  i n  p a r t i a l  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  th e  r e q u i r e m e n ts

f o r  an  a d v an ced  d e g re e  a t  M ontana S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  I  a g re e  t h a t  t h e  

L i b r a r y  s h a l l  make, i t  f r e e l y  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  i n s p e c t i o n o I  f u r t h e r  a g re e  

t h a t  p e rm is s io n  f o r  e x te n s iv e  c o p y in g  o f  t h i s  t h e s i s '  f o r  s c h o l a r l y  p u rp o se s  

may b e  g r a n te d  b y  my m a jo r  p r o f e s s o r ,  o r ,  i n  h i s  a b s e n c e , b y  th e  D i r e c to r  

o f  L i b r a r i e s o I  t  i s  u n d e rs to o d  t h a t  any  c o p y in g  o r  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  

t h e s i s  f o r  f i n a n c i a l  g a in  s h a l l  n o t  b e  a llo w e d  w i th o u t  my w r i t t e n  

p e rm is s io n .,
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Jo h n  W illia m  P o l lo c k  was b o m  o f  Andrew 
J e s s  P o l lo c k  and  E l s i e  May B rickm an P o l lo c k  
on D ecem ber 1 0 , 1946 i n  th e  tow n o f  Red Lodge, 
M on tana , H is  e d u c a t io n  cam e, h o w ev er, p r im a r i l y  
i n  B i l l i n g s ,  M ontana , and he g r a d u a te d  from  
B i l l i n g s  W est H igh S c h o o l i n  Ju n e  o f  1965#
From th e  y e a r s  1965 th ro u g h  1969 he a t te n d e d  
E a s te r n  M ontana C o lle g e  from  w here he g ra d u a te d  
i n  June  o f  1969 w i th  a  B a c h a lo r  o f  S c ie n c e  
D egree i n  E d u c a t io n ,  A f t e r  sp e n d in g  two y e a r s  
i n  t h e  Armed F o r c e s ,  he b e g an  a t t e n d in g  M ontana 
S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  d u r in g  th e  f a l l  o f  1 9 7 1 .



The p r i n t s  o f  t h i s  t h e s i s  p r e s e n t a t i o n  
r e f l e c t  and  w ere  in f lu e n c e d  b y  th e  r e c e n t  b i r t h  
o f  a  so n  t o  t h e  a r t i s t  and  h i s  w ife *  I n  t h e s e  
w orks s e l f - p o r t r a i t s  and  p o r t r a i t s  o f  t h e  a r t i s t ’ s  
so n  a r e  em p lo y ed , b u t  t h e s e  a r e  u s e d  o n ly  a s  a c t o r s  
o f  a  p la y *  The r e a l  p l o t  o f  t h e s e  w orks comes 
from  a  t h e o r y  b y  Jo h n  L o ck e , who was an  E n g l is h  
p h i lo s o p h e r  and  e d u c a to r*  T h is  t h e o r y  he c a l l e d  
" T a b u la  R a s a " * The th e o r y  i n  e s s e n c e  s t a t e s  
t h a t  " th e  m ind o f  a n  i n f a n t  i s  a  b la n k  s t a t e  and 
a l l I o f  h i s  a c t i o n s  and  id e a s  come from  e x p e r ie n c e s * "  

P r e v io u s  t o  t h e  w orks o f  t h i s  t h e s i s  p r e s e n t a t i o n  
t h e  a r t i s t  c o m p le te d  a  s e r i e s  o f  w orks in v o lv in g  
v e n d in g  m ach in es*  T hese  w orks w ere  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  
m aking  a  s e l e c t i o n  o f  an  e x p e r ie n c e  a t  t h e  c o s t  
o f  one n ic k e l*  The t h e s i s  p r i n t s -  a r e  t h u s  r e l a t e d  
t o  t h e s e  w orks i n  t h a t  t h e  a c t u a l  e x p e r ie n c e s  o f  
t h e  t h e s i s  p r i n t s  a r e  r e p r e s e n te d  b y  n ic k e l s * '



Io W hat P ro u d  P apa  N eeds I s  a  Good N ic k e l  C ig a r  19ll"2611 

2 o P ro u d  P ap a  Has No More N ic k e ls  20,,«26u 

3 o P ro u d  P ap a  S e a rc h e s  O ut S t r a y  and  M is s in g  N ic k e ls  20ll~2611 

4 0 P ro u d  P ap a  P rog ram s a n  E x p e r ie n c e  o f  " T a b u la  R a sa 11 2011=.26" 

5 o Son o f  P ro u d  P apa  R e a c ts  t o  " T a b u la  R asa"  20"=26" 

6 o Son o f  P ro u d  P aoa  G e ts  a  T a s te  o f  H is  F i r s t  N ic k e l  20"-26" 

7 o A d m ira tio n  o f  The N ic k e l  E x p e r ie n c e  C o l l e c t i o n  20"-26" 

8o P ro u d  P apa  R e c a l l s  H is  E a r ly  E x p e r ie n c e s  20"=26" 

9 o N ic k e l  E x p e r ie n c e  C o l l e c t i o n  20"-26" 

l b c  N ic k e l  E x p e r ie n c e  D is p e n s e r

TITLES OP WORKS , SIZES

10"-10"-18"
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