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Abstract:

The prints of this thesis presentation reflect and were influenced by the recent birth of a son to the artist
and his wife* In these works self-portraits and portraits of the artist’s son are employed, but these are
used only as actors of a play. The real plot of these works comes from a theory by John Locke, who
was an English philosopher and educator. This theory he called "Tabula Rasa". The theory in essence
states that "the mind of an infant is a blank state and all of his actions and ideas come from
experiences™" Previous to the works of this thesis presentation, the artist completed a series of works
involving vending machines* These works were concerned with making a selection of an experience at
the cost of one nickel. The thesis prints are thus related to these works in that the actual experiences of
the thesis prints are represented by nickels.
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John William Pollock was bom of Andrew
Jess Pollock and Elsie May Brickman Pollock
on December 10, 1946 in the town of Red Lodge,
Montana, His education came, however, primarily
in Billings, Montana, and he graduated from
Billings West High School in June of 1965#
From the years 1965 through 1969 he attended
Eastern Montana College from where he graduated
in June of 1969 with a Bachalor of Science
Degree in Education, After spending two years
in the Armed Forces, he began attending Montana
State University during the fall of 1971.



The prints of this thesis presentation
reflect and were influenced by the recent birth
of a son to the artist and his wife, In these
works self=portraits and portraits of the artist's
son are employed, but these are used only as actors
of a plays The real plot of these works comes
from a theory by Jéhn Locke, who was an English
philosopher and educator, This theory he called
"Tabula Rasa", The theory in essence states
that "the mind of an infant is a blank state and
all:of his actions and ideas come from experiences."
Previous to the works of this .thesis presentation,
the artist completed a series of works involving
vending machines, These works were concerned with
- making a selection of an experience at the cost
of one nickel. The thesis prints-are thus related
to these works in that the actual experiences of
the thesis prints are represented by nickelss
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TITLES OF WORKS .

What Proud Papa Needs Is a Good Nickel Cigar

Proud Papa Has No More Nickels

Proud Papa Searches Qubt Stray and MisSing Nickels

Proud Papa Programs an Experience of "Tdbula Rasa®

Son of Proud Papa Réacts to "Tabula Rasa®

Son of Proud Pava Gets a Taste of His First Nickel

Admiration of The Nickel Experience Collection

Proﬁd Papa Recalls His Early Experiences

Nickel Experience Collection

10, Nickel Exverience Dispenser
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