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PROLOGUE 
" T h e r e  a r e  s o m e  w h o  

f r a n k l y  a n d  b o l d l y  a d v o c a t e  
t h e  e r a d  i  c a t  i  o n  o f  t h e  l a s t  
r e m n a n t s  o f  w i l d e r n e s s  a n d  
t h e  c o m p l e t e  s u b j u g a t i o n  o f  
n a t u r e  t o  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  

o f  -  n o t  m a n  -  b u t  i n d u s t r y .  
T h i s  i s  a  c o u r a g e o u s  v i e w ,  
a d m i r a b l e  i n  i t s  s i m p l i c i t y  

a n d  p o w e r ,  a n d  w i t h  t h e  
w e i g h t  o f  a l l  m o d e r n  h  i  s t o r y  
b e h i n d  i f .  I t  i s  a l s o  q u i t e  

i n s a n e .  I  c a n n o t  a t t e m p t  t o  
d e a l  w i t h  i t  h e r e .  

T h e r e  w i l l  b e  o t h e r  

r e a d e r s ,  I  h o p e ,  w h o  s h a r e  



my basic assumption that 

wilderness is a necessary 

part of civilization and 

that it is the p r i m a r y res­

ponsibility of the national 

park system to preserve 

intact and undiminished what 

little still remains."' 

-Edward Abbey 
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INTRODUCTION 
T h i s  b o o k  r e p r e s e n t s  

t h e  m e t h o d  a n d  o r d e r  o f  a p ­
p r o a c h  t h a t  I  u s e d  d u r i n g  
t h e  c o u r s e  o f  m y  t h e s i s  
s t u d y .  



BIRTH OF AN IDEA 

:7i U S 

1 1  s e e m s  u n f a i r  t o  h a v e  
m y  c h i l d h o o d  m e m o r i e s  d e s t r o y  
e d  b y  a  m i s g u i d e d  
c o p e  w i t h  t e c h n o l o g y .  
s o c i e t y  h o s t  t e c h n o l o g y  a t  
s u c h  a  g r e a t  e x p e n s e ?  

My t h e s i s  b e g a n  w i t h  
t h i s  e m o t i o n  w h i l e  l i v i n o  i n  

j) 

Y e l l o w s t o n e  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  d u r  
i n g  t h e  s u m m e r s  o f  1 3 7 3  
1 9 7 4 .  A t  t h e  t i m e  I  h a d  
t h o u g h t  o f  a p p l y  i  n g  t h e  
t h o u g h t s  g e n e r a t e d  b y  t h i s  
e m o t i o n  t o w a r d  m y  t h e s i s .  

W h i l e  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  P a r k  
t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  



• 
s e r v e  m a n y  o f  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  
w e r e  h a p p e n i n g  t o  t h e  P a r k .  

I  q u e s t i o n e d  m a n y  t h i n g s  t h a t  
w e r e  g o i n g  o n  a n d  b e g a n  t o  
c o n s  i  d e r  s o m e  t h i n g s  t h a t  
c o u l d  b e  d o n e  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e  

s  i  t u a t  i  o n .  
W h e n  t h e  t i m e  c a m e  f o r  

m e  t o  c h o o s e  m y  t h e s i s  I  c o n ­
s i d e r e d  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e s e  
p r o b l e m s .  H o w e v e r ,  I  h a d  

d o u b t s  a b o u t  t h e  r e l a t i v i t y  

o  f  m y  i  d e a s  t o  a  t h e s i s  p r o ­
j e c t  a n d  b e f o r e  I  c o u l d  d e ­

c i d e  o n  a  p r o j e c t  I  h a d  t o  
l o o k  a t  t h e  v a l u e s  I  a s s o c -
i a t e  w i t h  t h e  t h e s i s  p r o j e c t .  



THESIS VALUES 
For each person doing a 

thesis  project,  there is  a 
set  of personal values that 
t h a t  p e r s o n  a s s o c  i  a t e s  w i t h  
the project.  For myself ,  
t h e  t h e  s  i  s  p r o j e c t  p r o v i d e s  
a chance to explore a dream, 
a  b e l i e f ,  a n  a g g r i v a t i o n ,  a  
joy ,  a d i sgust,  a need, an 
interest,  or a comb i nat i on 
of  any or al l .  It  al lows 
me to apply knowledge and 
techn i cal  sk i l is  that i have 
acquired through experience 
and the academ i c  process.  
11 gives me a chance,  perhaps 



a final chance, to work with­

in the realm of near complete 

emotion. It enables me to 

work with a subject that has 

t h e  s t r u c t u r e  I g a v e  i t .  

The s i s provides me the chance 

to work with the pract i cal or 

the not so pract i cal - the 

c h a n c e  t o  m a k e  t h a t  c h o i c e .  

The thesis project also 

presents some requirements 

that I must sat i sfy in order 

to adequately deal with the 

project. First of all, I 

must have a desire to work 

with the project that I have 

c h o s e n .  I m u s t  b e  w i l l i n g  

to take a stand, to reach 

out, and to challenge the 

trad i t i onal or convent i onal. 



f 
I must have a b e1i e f in the 
project and the reason for 
the project, and, as well, I 
must have a belief in arch­
itecture and the role of 
arch i tecture in the project. 
I will need to be able to 
utilize available knowledqe 
and resources. I will need 
t o strive for the sat i s f a c t i on 
of the most cr i t i cal client, 
myself. 

Equally, the actual 
project has some requirements 
to fulfill. The project that 
I choose must be mentally 
stimulating and promote a 
working, learning environ­
ment. The project must have 
self-fulfilling expectat ions. 



That is, it must be of such 
nature as to breed a desire 
to work with the project. It 
must enable me to satisfy my 
personal requirements for 
thesis and it must challenge 
my ability as a designer. 

Once I had examined my 
values about thesis, I real­
ized that my i deas about deal 
ing with the problems in Yel­
lowstone Park merited a thesi 
study, and I easily dec i ded 
to v/ork with this project. 
This was a very important 
step in my thesis process. 

Once I had chosen the 
project I b egan to do re­
search at a basic level and 
began to look at some aspects 
involved in recreation. 



RECREATION 
To begin with, I looked 

at recreation in general. 
For the most part, recreation 
may be defined as "the pleas­
urable and constructive use 
of spare time.' It involves 
any activity participated in 
at any t i me for the en joyment 
it provides. It may be purely 
physical; provide i ntellec-
tual, emotional, or aesthet i c 
outlets; st i mulate social 
i n t e r a c t i on or provide the 
means for social segregat ion. 
R e c r e a t  i o n  i s  h i g h l y  i n d i v i d ­
u a l  .  For  e x a m p l e ,  t h a t  w h i c h  



' 

is recreative to one person 
may be tedium to another. 
Recreation is necessary and 
b e n e f  i c  i a l  t o  b o t h  t h e  i n d i ­
vidual and soc i ety in general. 
11 may actually requ i re more 
work of the i nd i v i dual than 
is normally requ i red in the 
everyday routine. 

The benef i ts that a per­
son rece i ves in recreat i ve 
pursu i ts depends on, not only 
the individual himself, but 
upon the outlets or degrees 
of outlets provided by rec-
reat i on act i v i t i es. Some 
of the benef i ts that may be 
a v a  i l a b l e  t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  
involved in recreation are 
as follows: a change of pace 



from the everyday routine in 

society; rest and relaxat i o n 

(both are very i m portant to 

product i v e capacity, mental 

efficiency, and phys i c al well 

being); a s i t uat i o n in which 

a person is exposed to a crea­

tive, as well as, recreat i v e 

medium; individual person­

alities may actually improve; 

s o c  i a l  r e l a t  i o n s h  i p s  m a y  i m ­

prove; a sense of personal 

i m portance may be stimulated; 

a sense of accompli shment may 

be stimulated or the need for 

i t  m a y  b e  s a t i s f i e d ;  a  m e d i u m  

m a y  b e  c r e a t e d  i n  w h i c h  a  

person may explore and develop 

physical, emotional, social, 

a n d  s p i r i t u a l  c a p a b i l i t i e s ;  



and a means may be created 

i n  w h i c h  t h e  d e s i r e s  a n d  

n e e d s  f o r  n e w  c o n q u e s t s  m a y  
b e  s a t i s f i e d .  

O f  c o u r s e ,  t h e r e  a r e  

m a n y  f a c t o r s  w h i c h  i  n f l u e n c e  
t h e  w a y  p e o p l e  i n t e r p r e t  
r e c r e a t i o n .  A s  w e l l ,  t h e r e  
a r e  m a n y  f a c t o r s  t h a t r  i n ­
f l u e n c e  t h e  d e g r e e s  o f  b e n e -
f i t s  t h a t  p e o p l e  w i l l  e n j o y .  

S o m e  o f  t h e s e  i n f l u e n c i n q  
factors include: 

c u l t u r a l  b a c k g r o u n d  

p h y s i c a l  a n d  i n t e l l e c t u a l  
c a p a b i l i t i e s  

e d u c a t i o n ,  t r a  i  n  i  n g , a n d  
e x p e r  i  e n c e  

age and sex  

mar  i  ta l  s ta tus  and fam i l y  



r e l a t i o n s h i p s  
o c c u p a t i o n  
e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s  
f r e e  t  i  m e  
r e s i d e n c e ,  r u r a l  o r  u r b a n  
v a r y  i  n g  m o o d s  o r  e m o -

t  i  o  n  a 1  n e e d s  
a v a  i l a b l e  o p p o r t u n  i  t  i  e s  
m a n n e r  i n  w h i c h  r e c r e a ­

t i o n  i  n t e r e s t s  a n d  o p p o r ­
t u n i t i e s  a r e  p r e s e n t e d .  



OUTDOOR RECREATION 
After having looked at 

recreat i on in general, I 
began to get a better feel 
for some of the inherent 
pert i e s of recreation. I 
then began to look more s 
cifically at outdoor recrea­
tion and at the values of 
outdoor recreat i on on wi 

s 
recreati 

areas provide and allow for 
health-giving, outdoor leisure 
pursuits. Even greater plea­
sure is sometimes obtained 

the enjoyment of natural 



lands is in the company of 

others with similar interests. 

P e r h a p s ,  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t ,  w i l d  

land recreat i on allows for 

the d i scovery, development 

and ref i nement of phys i cal 

s k i l l s  a n d ,  a s  w e l l ,  s t i m ­

u l a t e s  c u l t u r a l  a n d  i n t e l ­

lectual interests. 

For the individual i n-

volved in natural land rec-

reat i on, his en joyment is 

g r e a t l y  d e p e n d e n t  u p o n  h i s  

own resources. To an extent, 
on a somewhat lesser scale, 

h e  o r  s h e  i s  f a c e d  w i t h  

hardsh i ps, demands, and plea­

sures like those known by 

h i s  f o r e f a t h e r s .  S i m i l a r l y ,  

i ntellectual enjoyment of 



' 

natural lands is largely 
d e p e n d e n t  u p o n  t h e  i n d i v i d ­
ual f s perception. 

F i s h i n g ,  h u n t  i n  g ,  h i k i n g ,  
picnicking, camp i ng, mount a i n 
climbing, skiing, boat i ng, 
and swimming are the primary 
sources of phys i cal enjoyment 
of natural lands. These, 
however, are not the only 
means in which a person can 
enjoy a natural area. For 
e  x a m p l e ,  t h e  e x e r c  i s e  d e r i v e d  
from a mounta i n ascent is not 
the only reward obtained from 
t h e  t r i p .  

Cultural and i ntellect -
ual benefits stem from ac­
tivities such as photography, 
hand i crafts, nature study , 
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p a i n t i n g ,  s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h ,  
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  i n t e r e s t s ,  

h  i  s t o r  i  c a l  i n t e r e s t s ,  a n d  
e v e n  m e d i t a t i o n .  T h e s e  i n ­
t e r e s t s  o f t e n  p r o m o t e  t h e  
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  h i g h  d e g r e e s  
o f  p h y s i c a l  s k i l l s  i n  t h e  
p r o c e s s  o f  f u l f i l l i n g  t h e s e  
i n t e r e s t s .  M a n y  t i m e s  t h e  
p h y s i c a l  e f f o r t s  b e c o m e  a  
m e a n s  t o  a n  e n d  r a t h e r  t h a n  
t h e  e n d  i t s e l f .  

T h e  e l e m e n t  o f  r i s k ,  
v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  i n  e v e r y d a y  
l i f e ,  i s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  e l e ­
m e n t  p r  o  v  i  d e d  b y  o u t d o o r  
r e c r e a t  i  o n .  P e o p l e  o f  v a r  i  e d  
e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  e x p e r t i s e  
r e q u  i  r e  a n d  p u r s u e  a c t i v i t i e s  
p r o v i d i n g  a n  e l e m e n t  o f  r i s k  



comparable to their skill. 

Outdoor recreation can pro­

vide activities coverino a 
W 

w i d e  s p e c t r u m  o f  r i s k  i n ­

volvement . 

In general, the qual­

ities of a recreati on exper­

ience can be represented by 

five categories; phys i c al, 

emotional, aesthet i c , educa­

tional, and social exper-

i e nces. 

The phys i c al exper i e nces 

entail the physical exerc i s e 

involved in wild land use and 

the resulting stimulation 

from this physical exertion. 

The emotional exper­

iences, i d e n t  i f  i a b l e  b y  p h y ­

sical reactions such as the 



r 
joy of experiencing and dis­

covering new sensations and 

exploring wild regions, are 

generally achievment related 

experiences. Some examples 

might be the catching of a 

golden trout, the spotting 

of a big game animal in the 

wild, the matching of human 

skills against the tr i als of 

n a t u r e ,  o r  e v e n  t h e  f i r s t  

building of a campf i re. 

Where emotional exper­

i e n c e s  c a n  b e  i d e n t i f i e d  b y  

a phys i cal react i on, perhaps 

an expression of joy such as 

a gasp or a verbal exclama­

tion of excitement, aesthe­

tic experiences are confined 

t o  a  m e n t a l  s t a t e  o f  w i l d  



land appreciation. For exam­
ple, the contemplation of 
a scenic panorama might con­
stitute an aesthet i c exper-
ience. Aesthetic experiences 
might be in the form of an 
evaluat i on, such as an eva1-
uat i on of a pattern of nat­
ural colors or an evaluat i on 
o f an act i on in a wild land 
env i ronment. The enjoyment 
of the beauty and seren i ty of 
an outdoor space as well as 
th e  a p p r e c  i a t  i o n  o f  t h e  i m ­
mense volume of relationships 
present in an unmolested 
natural env i ronment can be 
cons i dered forms of aesthe-
tic apprec i at i on. 



r i e n c e s  a v a  i l a b l s  i n  w i l d  l a n d  
r e c r e a t i o n  r e s u l t  f r o m  t h e  
c h a n c e  t o  a c q u  i  r e  n e w  o r  a d ­
d i t i o n a l  k n o w l e d g e  o r  t o  
c o n t  i  n u e  e d u c a t i o n  t o  o t h e r s  
r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  i  m p o r t a n c e  
o  f  s o i l ,  w a t e r ,  w i l d l i f e ,  
p l a n t ,  a n d  s c e n i c  r e s o u r c e  
p r e s e r v a t  i  o n  i n  w i l d  a r e a s .  

T h e  s o c  i  a l  e x p e r  i  e n c e s  
p o s s i b l e  i n  a  n a t u r a l  e n v i r ­
o n m e n t  c o n s  i  s t  o f  e n c o u n t e r s  
w i t h  i  n d  i  v  i  d u a l s  a l o n o  t h e  
t r a i l s  o r  a t  t r a i l  c a m p s  o r  
l o d g e s .  T h e  c h a n c e  o f  m e e t -
i n g  p e o p l e  o f  s i m i l a r  o r  
l i k e  i n t e r e s t s  b e c o m e s  v e r y  
1 i  k  e 1 y  i n  t h e s e  s  i  t u a t  i o n s .  

I n  s t u d i e s  p e r f o r m e d  i n  
t h e  W h i t e  M o u n t a i n s  i n  
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Vermont, these five exper-

iemces were ranked by users 

of the area accordino to how 

they value the different 

e x p e r i e n c e s  w h e n  i n  a  w i l d  

land environment. The fol­

lowing is the result of that 

study. 

Ae st het i c = Social X 10 

Emotional = Social X 8-9 

Physical = Social X 5-6 

E d u c a t i o n a l  =  S o c i a l  X  1 - 2  

Soc i al = Soc i al X 1 



public responsibility 

Since  1300  the  publ ic  
has  assumed,  and  p roper ly  so ,  
an  inc reas ing  por t ion  of  the  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  p r o v i d i n g  
m e a n s  f o r  c o n s t r u c t  i  v e  l e i ­
sure  ac t iv i t i es .  The  amount  
o f  b o t h  p r i v a t e  a n d  p u b l i c  
l ands  ava i lab le  fo r  rec rea­
t iona l  use  has  i nc reased  
g rea t ly .  Zoolog  i c a l  gardens ,  
bo tan  i c a l  gardens ,  museums,  
ga l le r  i e s ,  and  spec ia l i zed  
ins t i tu t ions  of fe r  impor tan t  
r ec rea t  i ona l  ou t le t s .  A 
wide  se lec t ion  of  r ec rea t iona l  
p r o g r a m s  a r e  o f f e r e d  b y  



schools, churches, and other 
organizations. Many private 
firms offer recreati ona1 
benefits to employees and 

The expense to the public 
and pr i vate bus i nesses for 
sponsorship of these programs 
has been great, but easily 
just i f i able when one looks 
at the cost of not providing 

B W 

o u t i e t s for energ i es, inter­
ests, and abilities of people 
in a society. 

Our population today is 
pr i mar i1y urban rather than 
rural. Therefore, the over­
all structure of occupations 
has chanqed and continues to 
change from largely active to 
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primarily sedentary. As well, 
there are more old and more 
young people v/ho are, for the 
most part, largely unproduc­
tive; but who also require a 
means to expell their energies 
and explore their interests. 

In 1355, Oavid Sarnoff, 
former chairman of Radio 
Corporation of America, talked 
about the future of recreation: 

f? L eisure, of course, 

much shorter work week will 
no doubt prevail in 1380, 
a n d  a n o t h e r  t e n  o r  f i f  
years w i11 have been 
to the average 1i fe 
Not labor, but leisure will 



be the great problem of the 
decades ahead. That prospect 
should be accepted as a God 
given opportunity to add 

Legislators have proven 
the public interest in leisure 
and recreat i on by the increase 
in the number of recreational 
areas and the growth of con­
cern for environmental suf­
frage. Many pr i v ate firms 
have been indicating their 
interest in recreation by 
sett i ng up recreatioal pro­
grams, and many firms have 
shortened the work week to 
four days, thus increasing 



p u r s u i  



population effects 
The change in population 

distribution from primarily 
rural to primarily urban has 
g r e a t l y  i n f l u e n c e d  t h e  l i v i n g  
styles and occupational pur­
suits of society. Most of 
the people in Amer i ca today 
live in crowded regions where 
natural conditions are highly 
limited or nonexistent. 
T h e i r  e m p l o y m e n t  i s ,  f o r  t h e  
m o s t  p a r t ,  s e d e n t a r y ,  w i t h  
t h e  b u l k  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  i n ­
volved in industrial, com-
mer c i al, clerical, or pro­
fessional act i v i t i es. Due 



t 
t o  t h i s ,  m o s t  A m e r  i  c a n s  h a v e  
l o s t  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  c o n d u c t  
t h e m s e l v e s  s a f e l y  a n d  p r o p e r l y  
i n  a  n a t u r a l  e n v i r o n m e n t .  I  n  
t h i s  u r b a n i z e d  s o c i e t y  m o s t  
p e o p l e  a r e  s e p a r a t e d  f r o m  
i  n t  i  m a t e  c o n t a c t  w i t h  n a t u r e  
a n d  t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  r e c o g ­

n i t i o n  o f  t h e  i n h e r e n t  j o y s ,  
d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  a n d  h a z a r d s  
t h a t  o n e  e m b r a c e s  w h e n  i n  a  
n a t u r a l  e n v i r o n m e n t .  T h i s  
s e p a r a t  i  o n  o f t e n  r e s u l t s  i n  
u n p l e a s a n t ,  s o m e t  i  m e s  d i s ­
a s t r o u s ,  e x p e r i e n c e s .  

T h e  n e e d  f o r  r e c r e a t  i  o n a l  
l a n d s ,  e s p e c  i  a l l y  a r o u n d  m o r e  
d e n s 1 y  p o p u l a t e d  a r e a s ,  h a s  
r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  
m e t r o p o l i  t a n ,  s t a t e ,  a n d  



c o u n t y  p a r k  s y s t e m s  i n  m a n y  
s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y .  

T h i s  n e e d  i s  p e r p e t u a t e d  
t o d a y ,  a n d  o v e r c r o w d e d  c o n ­
d i t i o n s  p r e s e n t  i n  m o s t  r e c ­

r e a t i o n a l  a r e a s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
t h o s e  n e a r  m a j o r  p o p u l a t  i  o n  
c e n t e r s  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h i s  
n e e d .  

C h a n g e s  i n  p a t t e r n s  o f  
p o p u l a t i o n  a n d  l i v i n g  h a b i t s  

a l s o  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  r e a s o n s  
f o r  t h e  e v e r  i n c r e a s i n g  p r e s ­
s u r e  f o r  r e s e r v a t i o n  a n d  

p r e s e r v a t  i  o n  o f  u n s p o i l e d  
t r a c t s ,  s u c h  a s  w i l d e r n e s s  
a r e a s ,  w h e r e  t h e  p o p u l u s  c a n  

c o m p l e t e l y  r e m o v e  t h e m s e l v e s  
f r o m  t h e  c o n f i n e s  o f  t h e  c i t y  
a n d  e n j o y  r e c r e a t i o n  i n  t r u 1 y  



natural surroundings. 

Damage done to recrea­

tional areas such as nat i ona1 

p a r k s  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  i n ­

creased use and unwarranted 

p u b l i c  d e m a n d s  f o r  f a c i l i t i e s  

and services that are i n a p-

propr i ate to such areas has 

been great. We cannot afford 

to ignore this damage any 

longer. 

One o b v i o u s factor which 

effects the nature of recrea­

t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  r e q u i r e d  i s  

t h e  a g e  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  

using the facility. The i n-

crease in the number of young 

and old people as of late has 

greatly effected the use of 

t h e s e  r e c r e a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s .  



These two groups have varying 
interests as well as p h y s i c a1 
abilities and, therefore, 
have widely d i vergent recre-
ational needs. For example, 
the young's interests tend to 
lean toward facilities for 
active recreation, emp has i z i ng 
sports, active group programs, 
and team play. For the most 
part, the older people desire 
activity based upon physical 
moderat i on, more passive ac­
tivities, and, in general, 
find that areas with less 
r i g o r o u s climates are more 
appealing. 

The length of the aver­
age work week over the last 
one hundred years has grad-
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ually decreased. For exam­
ple, if we were to examine 
an averaae work week of one 
hundred years ago, we would 
find that it was around 
seventy-four hours. Of the 
remaining n i nety-four hours 
left in the week eighty-four 

W J 

were requ i red for such things 
as sleep i ng, eating, and 
general personal care. There­
fore, on the average, people 
had only ten hours of le i sure 
time during their week. By 
the turn of the century the 
ten hour day and the six day 
work week was typ i cal of the 
work i ng style. Even today 
the eight hour day, five day 
work week is underoo i na a 

W W 



gradual change and is being 

replaced more and more by the 

four day work week. So in 

the past hundred years the 

individual has gained nearly 

thirty additional hours of 

leisure time each week. 

In many cases today, 

the advancements of technol­

o g y  h a v e  c r e a t e d  t h e  p o s s i ­

bility for the elderly to 

retire at an ear1i er age and 

at the same time has tended 

t o  p r o l o n g  t h e  e c o n o m i c  i m ­

maturity of the younger 

people. For these people 

t h e  i n c r e a s e d  a m o u n t  o f  l e i ­

s u r e  t i m e  e x p o s e s  a n  i n ­

creased need for recreat i onal 

f a c i l i t i e s  t o  s a t i s f y  t h e i r  



Another factor influenc­
ing recreat i onal needs is the 
prolonged and extended va­
ca t i o n  p e r i o d s  i n i t i a t e d  in  
m a n y  b u s i n e s s e s  t o d a y .  T h i s  
h a s  o p e n e d  u p  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  
f o r  p e o p l e  t o  c h o o s e  a n d  d e ­
velop the i r i nterests to 
great depths and to travel 
great d i stances to develop 
these i nterests, as well as 
vis i t  p l a c e s  s o l e l y  f o r  e n ­
joyment . 

Developments in the 
m e thods and facilities for 
travel has been great in the 
last several years. They 
have resulted in a change 
in patterns of both work and 



leisure and have broadened 
both the horizons and the ac­
tivities of society. 

1 1  i s  q u i t e  o b v i o u s  t h a t  
these travel mode develop­
ments along with the travel 
facility developments have 
m a d e  i t  e a s i e r  f o r  i n d i v i d ­
uals to reach areas of rec­
reation. Thouah these i m-
provements of travel have 
been benef i c i al to recrea-
t i on areas in many ways, 
many of these same travel 
modes, espec i ally those that 
provide easy access to re­
mote back country and other 
relat i vely i naccessabie loca­
tions, threaten the survi val 
of these recreation areas and 
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e v e n  t e n d  t o  p r o m o t e  t h e  

d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e i r  e n v i r ­

o n m e n t a l  a n d  r e l a t e d  v a l u e s .  



social science insights 

Natural or wild land 
recreat i on constitutes many 
forms of people to envir­
onment interaction. People 
effect env i ronments, and, 
equally, env i ronments effect 
people. Therefore, attention 
given only to protection, 
development, or renewal of 
wild land resources is an 
inadequate approach to man­
agement. Effective manage­
ment requires an influencing, 
directing, or regulating of 
human behavi or. 

If interested parties 
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do riot understand the nature 
and source of that which 
threatens wild land recrea­
tion centers, they may at­
tempt to defend these areas 
in ways that may actually be 
detr imental to those areas. 
As well, these parties, who 
desire to preserve our wild 
l a n d s ,  m a y  a n d  p r o b a b l y  i n ­
advertently contr i bute to 
their desecrat i on. 

Now that vast numbers of 
people have the desire, the 
time, and the affluence to 
seek wild land recreat i on, 
recreat i on areas need protec­
tion more than ever before. 
This protect i on lies greatly 
in the hands of the govern -
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m e n t  a g e n c i e s  h a v i n g  c o n t r o l  

o v e r  t h e m ,  a n d  t h e  s u c c e s s  
o f  p r o t e c t i o n  e f f o r t s  w i l l  
b e  l a r g e l y  p r o p o r t  i  o n a l  t o  

t h e  d e d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  p e r ­

s o n n e l  w i t h i n  t h e s e  a g e n c i e s .  
T h e  r e s p o n s  i  b  i 1 i  t y  d o e s  

1 i  e  s o l e l y  i n  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  
a g e n c i e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  f o r  t h e  
s p i r i t  o f  p r e s e r v a t  i  o n  e f f o r t s  

c a n  b e  a b r a d e d  b y  i n t e r n a l  
a t t r i t i o n  d u e  t o  u n e d u c a t e d ,  
u n s y m p a t h e t i c  c r i t i c i s m  f r o m  

a  p u b l i c  t h a t  m i s u n d e r s t a n d s  
t h e  c a u s e s  o f  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  
a n d  t h e  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h e  p r o ­

g r a m s .  



sociological principles 
Modern sociology begins 

v/ i t  h one basic prem i se ; that 
humans reach what they are 
from their past group exper-
einces, and that humans can 
do things collect i vely and as 
socially nurtured beings that 
t h e y  c o u l d  n o t  d o  o t h e r w i s e .  

The process by which 
people become what they are 
r e l a t  i  v e  t o  t h e i r  c u l t u r e ,  
speech, and att i tudes is 
called "socialization." All 
people born into an env i r on -
ment are subject to and 
undergo this 1i f e1ong pro-



cess. Similarly, it is nat­
ural for people to evaluate 
behavior patterns in groups 
accord i ng to their own stand­
ards. This is called "eth-
nocentr i sm" and is common to 
all people. For those who 
deal with attempts to redirect 
aspects of human behavior, 
ethnocentr i sm can be very 
i mportant. 

This concept of ethno­
centr i sm has i mpli cat i on s in 
all sectors of life. When 
a pattern of act i o n begins 
to have value in a society, 
regardless of how that pat­
tern may have originated, it 
begins to give birth to ac­
cepted norms. When a norm 



h a s  b e c o m e  e s t a b l i  s h e d  i t  
w i l l  t h e n  t e n d  t o  p e r p e t u a t e  
t h e  b e h a v  i  o r s  i t  d e m o n s t r a t e s .  
M o r e  a n d  m o r e  t h e  n o r m  w i l l  
b e g i n  t o  s e e m  n a t u r a l  t o  t h o s e  
t h a t  a c c e p t  i t  a n d  m a y  r e a c h  
a  p o i n t  o f  a c c e p t a n c e  i n  
w h i c h  m a n y  b e l i e v e  t h a t  i t  
e x i s t e d  a l w a y s .  

S o m e  n o r m s  a p p l y  t o  
e v e r y  m e m b e r  o f  a  g r o u p  w h i l e  
o t h e r s  r e l a t e  t o  s p e c i f i c  
p o s i t i o n s .  T h e s e  m o r e  s p e ­
c i f i c  n o r m s  a r e  k n o w n  a s  r o l e  
e x p e c t a t  i  o n s .  T h e  r e l a t  i  o n  
o f  a  n o r m  t o  a  p h y s i c a l ,  
b i o l o g i c a l ,  a n d  s o c i a l  e n  -
v  i  r o n m e n t  w i l l  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  
t y p e  o f  n o r m  p r e v a i l i n g  w i t h ­
i n  a  g r o u p .  H u m a n  b e i n g s  



a d j u s t  a r i d  a d a p t  t h e m s e l v e s  

t o  f i l l  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  1 i  f e  
s e t  b y  s u c h  p r o c e s s e s  a s  c o n ­
c e n t r a t i o n ,  c e n t r a l i z a t i o n ,  

d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n ,  s e g r e g a t i o n ,  
i n v a s i o n ,  a n d  s u c c e s s i o n .  

I n . s p i t e  o f  t h e  e c o l o ­

g i c a l  r e s t r a i n t s ,  h u m a n  b e ­
h a v i o r  c a n  b e  m o l d e d  b y  n o r m ­
ative considerations. Human 

b e h a v i o r  c a n  a l s o  b e  s h a p e d  
b y  n o n n o r m a t  i  v e  c i r c u m s t a n c e .  
O n e  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  a s p e c t  o f  

s o c i o l o g y  i s  t h e  t e r m  c u l t u r e .  
I t  r e f e r s  t o  s t a n d a r d s  o f  
j u d g m e n t ,  b e l i e f ,  a n d  c o n d u c t  

t h a t  a r e  s  o  c  i  a l l y  a c q u i r e d  
a n d  s o c i a l l y  t r a n s m i t t e d .  
D i f f e r e n c e s  i n  a c t i o n s  a n d  

e x p e c t a t i o n s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  



countries is largely due to 
the d i fferences in cultures. 
Cultures can and do change, 
seldom, however, without 
resistance to var i ous pres­
sures . 



HISTORY 
Once I had looked into 

recreat i on and some of the 
characteristics and influenc 
inq factors, I began to look 
at Yellowstone National Park 

Traditionally, John 
Colter, trapper, trader, and 
mountain man, and member of 
the famed Lewis and Clark 
expedition of 1806 is said 
to have been the first white 
man to have visited the re-

Whether his descriptions of 
the thermal activity were 



from his observations or 

from Ind i an tales is debat­

able . Nevertheless, few 

people accepted his tales 

a n d  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  t h e  p h e ­

nomena . 

L i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  w a s  

given to the area for the 

next forty or fifty years 

(around 1850). The only 

visitors were the traders and 

trappers who wandered in and 

o u t  a n d  t h e  I n d  i a n s  l i v i n g  

n e a r  t h e  a r e a .  C i v i l i z a t i o n  

was beginning to sprout and 

grow all around. Gold was 

then di scovered in Helena, 

M o n t a n a ,  a n d  M o n t a n a ' s  p o p ­

ulation soared. With the 

d i scovery of gold in 



C o o k e  C i t y ,  M o n t a n a  i n  1 8 6 3 ,  
Y e l l o w s t o n e  P a r k  w a s  p r o s ­
p e c t e d  f r o m  o n e  e n d  t o  t h e  
o t h e r ,  y i e l d i n g  n o  s t r  i  k e s .  
I n  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t  t h e  o n c e  
h o p e f u l  p r o s p e c t o r s  l e f t ,  
t a k i n g  w i t h  t h e m  t h e i r  s t o r ­
i e s  o f  Y e l l o w s t o n e  c o u n t r y .  

I n  1 8 6 9  a n  e x p e d i t i o n  
w a s  f o r m e d  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  
o f  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  Y e l ­
l o w s t o n e  r e g i o n .  I t  i n c l u d e d  
t h r e e  m e n ,  D a v i d  E .  F o l s o m ,  
V V i  1 1  i  a m  P e t e r s o n ,  a n d  C h a r l e s  
C o o k ,  w h o  s p e n t  s e v e r a l  w e e k s  
w i t h i n  t o d a y s  P a r k  b o u n d a r  i  e s .  

I n  1 8 7 0  H e n r y  D a n a  
W a s h b u r n  l e d  a  s e c o n d  e x ­
p e d i t i o n  i n t o  t h e  a r e a .  
O t h e r s  i n  t h e  g r o u p  w e r e  



f G u s t a v  i  u s  C .  D o  a n  e  a n d  

N a t h a n i e l  P .  L a n g f o r d  w h o  

l a t e r  b e c a m e  t h e  f i r s t  s u p e r ­
i n t e n d  a n t  t o  t h e  P a r k .  

O n  S e p t e m b e r  1 3 ,  1 8 7 0 ,  

w h i l e  c a m p e d  a t  t h e  j u n c t  i  o n  
o  f  t h e  F  i  r  e  h  o 1 e  a n d  G i b b o n  

R i v e r s ,  C o r n e l i u s  H e d g e s ,  a  

m e m b e r  o f  t h e  W a s h b u r n  e x ­

p e d i t i o n ,  v o i c e d  a n  i d e a  o f  

m a k i n g  t h e  Y e l l o w s t o n e  r e g i o n  

i n t o  a  n a t  i  o n a l  p a r k ,  t h u s  
p r e s e r v i n g  t h e  a r e a  i n  i t s  

n a t u r a l  s t a t e .  

O n  M a r c h  1 ,  1 8 7 2  a  b i l l  
w a s  s i g n e d  i n t o  l a v /  t h a t  

e s t a b l i s h e d  a  g r e a t  e x p e r i m e n t ,  

t h e  f i r s t  N a t i o n a l  P a r k .  

T h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  b i l l  w a s  

t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  Y e l l o w s t o n e  
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area as a "pleasuring ground 
for the benefit and enjoy­
ment of the people" and for 
"the preservat i on from injury 
or spoilation of all timber, 
mi n e r a1 deposits, natural 
curiosities or wonders 
and their retention in their 
natural condition."® 

Congress acted once 
again when in 1916 they es­
tablished the National Park 
Service for the purpose of 
overseeing the growing num­
ber of nat i onal preserves. 
11 was d i rected to "conserve 
the scenery and natural and 
historical objects and the 
wildlife and provide 
for the enjoyment of the same 



i  n  s u c h  m a n n e r  a n d  b y  s u c h  
m e a n s  a s  w i l l  l e a v e  t h e m  u n ­
i m p a i r e d  f o r  t h e  e n j o y m e n t  
o f  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t  i  o n s .  

W h e n  P h  i 1 e t u s  W .  N o r r  i  s  
b e c a m e  s u p e r i n t e n d a n t  i n  1 8 7 7  
h e  b r o u g h t  w  i  t  h  h i m  t h e  i d e a  
o f  g o v e r n m e n t  r o a d s  a n d  w a s  
p e r s o n a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  
t h e  l o c a t  i  o n  o f  r o a d s  a l o n g  
m u c h  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  d a y  
s y s t e m .  

W h e n  t h e  f i r s t  a u t o ­
m o b i l e  s h o w e d  a t  t h e  P a r k  
e n t r a n c e  i t  a n d  i t s  d r i v e r  
w e r e  f o r b i d d e n  e n t r y .  I n  
f a c t ,  b e f o r e  t h e  o w n e r  w a s  
a l l o w e d  t o  e n t e r ,  t h e  c a r  w a s  
c h a i n e d  t o  a  t r e e .  T h e  c a r  
l e g a l l y  e n t e r e d  t h e  P a r k  o n  
A u g u s t  1 ,  1 9 1 5 .  



PROPOSAL BACKING 
T o d a y  Y e l l o w s t o n e  

N a t i o n a l  P a r k  h a s  w o r l d  w i d e  
f a m e  a n d  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  
p o p u l a r  v a c a t i o n  s p o t s  i n  
t h i s  n a t i o n .  L a s t  y e a r  v i s ­
i t a t i o n  f i g u r e s  r e a c h e d  n e a r l y  
t h e  t w o  a n d  o n e - q u a r t e r  m i l ­
l i o n  m a r k .  D u r i n g  t h e  s u m ­
m e r  s e a s o n ,  o n  p e a k  d a y s ,  a s  
m a n y  a s  t h r e e  t h o u s a n d  f i v e  
h u n d r e d  p e o p l e  m a y  b e  w i t h i n  
t h e  t h i r t y - f i v e  h u n d r e d  
s q u a r e  m i l e s  t h a t  m a k e  u p  
Y e l l o w s t o n e  P a r k ,  m o s t  o f  
t h e m  s e l d o m  s t r a y  i  n g  f r o m  t h e  
r o a d w a y  c o r r i d o r .  T h e  t w e n t y  -



five hundred camps i t es are 
taken as early as nine 
o'clock a.m. Heavy crowds 
are prominent part i cularly 
around major attract i ons such 
as Fishing Bridge, Mammoth 
Hot Springs, West Thumb, 
Canyon, and, of course, the 
famed Old F a i t h f u1. Thousands 
may gather to witness erup­
tions of this popular geyser, 
standing as many as ten deep 
and lining about two sides of 
the feature. Following her 
elegant display, it is not 
uncommon to see bumper to 
bumper traffic along the 
entire seventeen miles that 
links Old Faithful to West 
Thumb. 



Tour i sm and the woes of 
the city have invaded this 
natural region. Many values 
assoc i ated with and accepted 
in everyday society have 
found roots in many areas in 
the Park. Many times this 
has occurred to the point 
t h a t  i t  b e g i n s  t o  b e  d i f f i ­
cult to reali ze that one is 
actually in a natural land. 
People arrive by buses, cars, 
and motorcycles, loaded with 
luggage, and bring with them 
their dogs, cats, even mac­
aws . Of course, when they 
leave, they take with them 
the essent i al art i facts of 
Yellowstone, ashtrays, giant 
pencils, sweat shirts, and 



even busts of Charles Dickens' 

characters. 

Society's technology has 

been very expensive on the 

focus and direction of the 

Park's goals and, conse­

quently , on the Park i tself. 

The parking areas r e q u i red 

for handling cars and rec-

reat i on vehicles has been 

i mmense. Thus the cost to 

the foliage and natural 

growth within the Park has 

been great. Equally, the cost 

to the animals has been great. 

The presence of, not man, 

but the technology he takes 

with him has threatened and 

consumed the lives of many 

of the natural i nhah i tants 



and continues to threaten the 
lives of more. This occurs 
d i r e c 11y in vehicle accidents 
as well as indirectly in less 
obvious ways. For example, 
consider the psychological 
safety assoc i ated with the 
automob ile and its effect on 
the animals in the Park. In 
a four year span seventy-
eight bears were destroyed 
because of the pers i stent 
approach i ng feed i ng and har­
assment by Park visitors, 
and many more were trans­
ported from the area ent i rely. 

That man is a part of 
nature requires little, if 
a n y ,  e l a b o r a t  i o n .  I n  t h i s  
area, dedicated to the pre-



servat i o n of the resources 

and curiosities of the area, 

insensitive inclusion of 

society's technology points 

at the destruction of a 

precious value that has ex­

i s t e d  s i n c e  t h e  v e r y  b i r t h  

of our heritage. 



THESIS STATEMENT 
Yellowstone National 

Park, with sensitive design 
and careful management, can 
exempli fy an env i ronmental 
ethic in action. 



SCOPE AND LIMITS 
My thesis proposal 

begins or, perhaps, ends in 

its broadest sense as a pro­

gram poss i ble of nat i ona1 

i mpli cat i o ns. For me to 

attempt to deal with a pro­

gram of such massive propor­

tions would be v i r tually 

imposs i ble. Therefore, I 

am making no attempt to 

just i fy such a massive pro­

posal, nor do I i n tend to 

d w e l l  o n  i t ' s  f e a s i b i l i t y ,  

but I merely suggest that 

s u c h  a  l o n g  r a n g e  p o s s i b i ­

lity does exist. 
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D e a l i n g  m o r e  s p e c i f i ­

c a l l y  w i t h  o n e  p a r k  s y s t e m ,  
I  a m  s t e e r i n g  t o w a r d  s u c h  a  
b r o a d  p o s s i b i l i t y  b y  p r o p o s -

i n g  a  p i l o t  p r o g r a m  t o  b e  
i n i t i a t e d  i n  a n d  f o r  t h e  
p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  Y e l l o w s t o n e  
N a t i o n a l  P a r k .  

E x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h i s  
p r o p o s a l  e x p o s e s  t h e  i m m e n s e  

n u m b e r  o f  d e s i g n  c o n s i d e r -
a t  i  o  n  s  d e s e r v  i  n g  a n d  r e q u i r -
i n o  i n d i v i d u a l  a t t e n t  i  o n  .  
T h e  f o l l o w i n g  i s  a  s c h e m a t  i  c  
d e m o n s t r a t  i  n o  s o m e  o f  t h e  
c o n s  i  d e r a t  i  o n s  t h a t  w o u l d  
b e  i n v o l v e d  i n  s e t t i n g  u p  
t h e  p r o g r a m  t h a t  I  a m  p r o ­

p o s i n g :  



N A T I O N A L  P A R K  S E R V I C E  

YELLOWSTONE PARK 

RESTORATION 

attitude 
spec# areas 
demolition 
improvements 
physical 
emotional 

ENTRANCE CENTERS 

STUDIES: 

RECREATION VISITATION PERIPHERY 

INDIVIDUAL GUIDED 

automobile 
mass trans 
trails 
bicycles 
horses 
x-country 
snowshoes 

mass trans. 
trails 
bicycles 
horses 
x-country 
snowshoes 

housing 
alt. routes 
physical 
psychology 
Teton Park 
Forest Serv. 

ECONOMICS 

design est. 
study est. 
gov*t funds 
man power 
revenue 
equipment 
neglect est 
visitor loss 
visitor gain 

ECOLOGY 

EFFECTS 
OF: 

existing 
system 
campers 

EFFECTS 
ON: 

animals 
foliage 
curiosi­
ties 

PSYCHOLOGY 

EFFECTS OF: 

attitude 
design 
transport. 

EFFECTS ON: 

periphery 
visitation 
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T h e  a t t e n t i o n  n e c e s ­
s a r y  t o  e a c h  o f  t h e s e  c o n  -
s  i  d e r a t  i  o n s  w o u l d  r e q u  i  r e  a n  

i m m e n s e  i n p u t  o f  t i m e ,  t o  

t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  e a c h  w o u l d  
b e c o m e  a  t h e s i s  s t u d y  i n  

t h e m s e l v e s .  F o r  t h i s  r e a ­
s o n  I  a m  d e a l i n g  w i t h  m a n y  
o f  t h e s e  t h i n g s  o n l y  a t  a  

c o n c e p t u a l  l e v e l  a n d  a m  

d e a l i  n g  m o r e  s p e c  i  f  i  c a l l y  
w i t h  o n e  a s p e c t ,  a n  e n t r a n c e  

c e n t e r  f o r  Y e l l o w s t o n e  P a r k  
a t  t h e  W e s t  E n t r a n c e  a t  
W e s t  Y e l l o w s t o n e ,  M o n t a n a .  



PROBLEM SOLVING 
Yellowstone Park was set up 

over a hundred years ago 

under a certain set of 

values. These values have 

since changed considerably. 

By allowing or, perhaps, 

forcing the Park to conform 

to these new values the val­

ues existing at the Park's 

f o r m a t  i o n  b e g i n  t o  b e  d i s ­

torted. Thus, most of the 

problems existing in Yel­

lowstone Park today consist 

of problems in the att i tude 

a b o u t  t h e  P a r k  a n d ,  i n  g e n ­

eral , wild land recreation. 



The success of my pro­
posal for Yellowstone Park 
would depend upon the at -
tent ion given to this at­
titude. This would be done 
basically in three ways, in 
the attention given to the 
attitudes of the employees 
in the Park, the role of 
planning in the attitude and 
the role of the attitude in 
plann i no, and the ability of 
the architecture and design 
to demonstrate and pro­
mote this a 11 i t u d e. 

most problems in the Park 
is the automobile. Examin­
ation of the effects of the 
automobile on the Park and 



the attitude about the Park 
exposes many problems that 
can be either cl i r ectly or 
i nd i rectiy related to the 
automob ile. 

First of all, the ac­
ceptance of the automob ile, 
which is a very important 
contemporary value in society, 
opens the doors to and pro­
motes the acceptance of many 
other contemporary values. 
The previously mentioned 
tour i sm that has invaded the 
Park is a prime example of 
this acceptance. 

The automob ile has also 
had a marked effect on the 
ecology in the Park. It 
has damaged the Park in the 



F 

form of destruction to the 

area for the several bypass 

routes that needed to be 

built in order to handle the 

increasing volume of traf­

fic. As well, obvious dam­

age has resulted in the con­

struction of the many parking 

lots and car-trailer camp­

grounds . The automobile has 

also been dangerous to the 

animals, as many animals have 

fallen victim to speeding 

c a r s .  A l s o ,  i n  s p i t e  o f  

government controls, the 

automobile contributes to 

a i r pollution in this nat-

ural area and is, perhaps, 

the sole contributor to 

noise pollution in Yellow-



r 

Perhaps another effect 
on the ecology in Yellow­
stone Park is the effect that 
the automobile has on the 
people visiting the Park. 
First of all, there is a 
loss o f aesthetic apprec i a-
t i on due to the automobile. 
This occurs in several ways. 
For example, much of the 
Park's scenery is missed 
because of the motion of the 
automobile. That the Park 
cannot be experienced in 
motion is proven by the many 
bear, buffalo, moose, elk, 
even chipmunk jambs. Another 
loss to the aesthetic apprec-
i at i on of the visitors oc-



p 
curs due to the stress placed 
on them by the demand for 
campground spaces and, as 
well, to the stress placed 
on them by the t r a f f i  c 
worries. On many occasions 
people cannot spend as much 
time as they would like at 
certain attract i ons in 
Yellowstone Park because 
they know that they might 
not be able to get a camping 
space. People cannot enjoy 
the scenery when in the 
common bumper-to-bumper traf­
fic as much as they could if 
the t r a f f i c were eliminated. 
Maintenance worries also ef­
fect many peoples aesthetic 
appreciation of the Park 
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curiosities. Som6 poopi©, 
a n  u n f o r t u n a t e  f e w ,  a r e  i n ­
volved in traffic accidents 
a n d  m a y  n o t  g e t  t o  v i s i t  
many of the natural wonders 
of Yellowstone Park. 



PARK PROPOSAL 
Having looked at some 

of the problems that can be 
related to the automobile, 
I b egin my proposal by elim­
inating the automobile and 
the privately ov/ned motor­
ized vehicle from the Park. 
The removal of this highly 
important element in society 
sets the stage for an at -
titude of wild land apprec-
iat ion. Let the people walk, 
ride bikes, ride horses, ski, 
or snovvshoe into the Park. 
Many experienced already do 
this. Many inexperienced 



w i l l  w a n t  t o  l e a r n  o n  t h e i r  
o w n  a s  t h e i r  a n c e s t o r s  d i d .  
L e t  t h e m  t r y .  M a n y  o t h e r s  
v / i  1 1  w a n t  a n d  r e q u i r e  a s ­
s i s t a n c e .  H a v e  t h a t  a s s i s ­
t a n c e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h e m .  
L e t  t h e  r a n g e r s  b e c o m e  r a n ­
g e r s  a n d  g u i d e s ,  n o t  p o l i c e ­
m e n .  L e t  t h e m  l e a d  t h e  
p e o p l e  t h r o u g h  t h e  P a r k  a n d  
t e a c h  t h e m  a b o u t  t h e  w a y s  
o f  t h e  o u t d o o r s  a n d  t e l l  
t h e m  t h e  t a l e s  a n d  f o l k l o r e  
o  f  Y e l l o w s t o n e  c o u n t r y .  

W h a t  a b o u t  t h e  a g e d ,  
t h e  y o u n g ,  a n d  t h e  h a n d  i -
c a p p e d ?  I t  m i g h t  s e e m  t h a t  
a  p r o p o s a l  s u c h  a s  t h i s  
w o u l d  b e  r e s t r i c t i n g  v i s ­
i t a t i o n  t o  t h o s e  t h a t  h a v e  



no health problems or phy­
sical restrictions. This is 
not so, however, for anyone 
with the desire to experience 
Yellowstone Park would be 
able to do so. Many will be 
able to ride horses, a com­
pletely new experience to 
many. Many will be able to 
ride a bicycle or a varia­
tion of the bicyle, and many 
may even choose to push 
their wheel chairs along the 
roads and bike paths in the 
Park. Some people, confined 
to travel on crutches may, 
may choose to travel the 
trails that traverse the 
Park f s primitave country. 
All of these people will 



have one thing in common; a 
willingness to climb out of 
their a i r conditioned, car­
peted automobiles and ex­
perience nature as a part 
of nature. They will have 
a willingness to exper i ence 
the joys, pain, hardships, 
and hazards that the wild­
erness has to offer, just as 
their forefathers were w i1-
ling to exper i ence these 
when they first explored the 
Yellowstone region. For 
these people the Park will 
have special significance, 
for they will have to work 
hard to travel through the 
Yellowstone country. 



b e  w i l l i n g  t o  g e t  o u t  o f  

t h e i r  c a r s  a n d  w a l k  a l o n g  
t h e  t r a i l s  o r  r i d e  a l o n g  

t h e  r o a d s  o f  Y e l l o w s t o n e  

P a r k .  T h e r e  a r e  h u n d r e d s  
o  f  n a t  i  o n a l ,  s t a t e ,  c o u n t y ,  

a n d  n i u n  i  c  i  p a l  p a r k s  a n d  z o o s  
t h a t  c a t e r  t o  t h e  t o u r  i  s m  
a n d  t h e  t i n t e d  g l a s s  o f  t h e i r  

c a r s  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n  v e h i c l e s .  

B u t  o u t  o f  t h e  m a s s i v e  
p o r t f o 1 i  o  o f  a l l  t h e s e  p l a c e s  

t h e r e  w i l l  b e  o n e  p l a c e ,  
Y e l l o w s t o n e  N a t i o n a l  P a r k ,  
t h a t  w i l l  b e  f o r  p e o p l e .  



park roads 
T h e  e x i s t i n g  s y s t e m  o f  

r o a d s  t h a t  t r a v e l  t h r o u a h  

Y e l l o w s t o n e  P a r l <  w o u l d  b e  

l e f t  i n  t a c t  f o r  t h e  m o s t  
p a r t .  T h e s e  w o u l d  b e  u s e d  

b y  t h e  b i c y c l e r s  w h o  c o u l d  

t r a v e l  a l o n g  t h e s e  r o u t e s  
w  i  t  h o  u t  w o r r i e s  o v e r  h e a v y  

t r a f f i c .  A l s o ,  t h e i r  

j o u r n e y  w o u l d  b e  m o r e  p e a c e  
f u l  a s  t h e  n o i s e  a c c o m p a n y ­
i n g  t h e  t r a f f i c  w o u l d  a l s o  



D u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r  
m o n t h s  t h e  r o a d s  w o u l d  s e r v e  
a s  t r a i l s  f o r  c r o s s  c o u n t r y  
s k i i e r s  a n d  f o r  p e o p l e  w h o  

e n j o y  s n o w s h o e i n g .  T h e  
u s u a l  n o i s e  o f  t h e  s n o w m o ­
b i l e s  w o u l d  n o  l o n g e r  b e  
h e a r d .  



park trails 

One very important area 
to be studied would be the 
trails that wander through 

V1 

Yellowstone Park. At pres­
ent there are over on thou­
sand miles of maintained 
trails in the Park, some of 
them in the form of wooden 
walkways around some of the 
delicate attractions. Many 
factors would have to be 
considered in t his trail 
study. For example, the 
distances on the trails 
would need to be of much 
concern. The young,healthy, 



a n d  e x p e r i e n c e d  w o o d s m e n  

w o u l d  h a v e  o b v i o u s  d i f f e r e n c e s  
i n  t h e  d i s t a n c e s  t h a t  t h e y  
c o u l d  a t t e m p t  t o  t r a v e l .  

F o r  t h e  a g e d  a n d  t h e  h a n d  i -

c a p p e d  t h e s e  d i s t a n c e s  m a y  

b e  v e r y  s m a l l .  T h e r e f o r e ,  

a  h i e r a r c h y  o f  r o u t e  d i f f i ­
c u l t y  a n d  d i s t a n c e  m u s t  b e  

c o n s i d e r e d .  
S o m e  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  

t r a i l s  m i g h t  b e  o b l i t e r a t e d  

o r  a l l o w e d  t o  e x p i r e  a t  t h e i r  

o w n  r a t e .  S i m i l a r l y ,  n e w  

t r a i l s  m i g h t  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  

f o r  c e r t a i n  a r e a s .  

S o m e  t r a i l s  m  i  g h t  b e  

t r a n s f o r m e d  i n t o  b i c y c l e  

p a t h s  a n d  s o m e  t r a i l s  m i g h t  
b e  d e s i g n a t e d  a s  h o r s e  p a t h s .  



I n some areas the horse 
would probably be restricted 
because of delicate terrain 
or other similar reasons. 

The highway that travels 
through the Park would need 
to be looked at as part of 
the trail system. It is 
forseeable that this road 
system could be used as a 
trail by some Park visitors, 
espec i ally during t he winter 
months. 

Some trails could be 
discontinued from mainten­
ance programs but could re-
ma i n in use for those more 
experienced in backwoods 
navigation. 



be made concerning which 
trails should be used for 
winter recreation. Some 
trails would adapt themselves 
well to snowshoei ng and 
others to cross country 
skiina. Some would work 
well for short, one day ex­
cursions while others would 
conform to longer, overnight 
trips. The Park roads could 
become routes for cross 
country ski i ers. More trails 
could be broken along ex­
isting summer use trails for 
cross country skiina and 
snowshoeing. As well, trails 
might be considered for use 
solely during the winter 
m o n t h s .  A r e a s  w i t h  h i q h  



restr i cted to use by those 
knowledgable in snow dy­
namics. 

Emergencies wi 11 occur. 
The study would need to in­
clude a system of emergency 
shelters located at differ­
ent places along the trails 
and respecting the nature 
o f  t h e  u s e r s  o f  t h e  i n d i v i ­
dual trails. For example, 
on trails that would be used 
by more experienced campers 
these shelters might be 
spaced a long distance apart 
or might be omitted completely. 
On the trails used by the 
lesser exper i enced the shel­
ters might be space at fre-



quent intervals along the 
trails. In any case, each 
shelter should become a 
special design concern and 
should be of such nature as 
to be in keeping with an at -
for wild land apprec i at i on. 
A special site would there-
fore need to be chosen for 
each shelter and each shel­
ter would need to be designed 
specifically for that site, 
in this way the shelter could 
become a part of the land­
scape of each area. The 
shelters themselves might 
include shch things as a 
fireplace, matches, precut 
firewood, emergency rations, 
emergency blankets, and a 
first aid kit. 



guide programs 
One vital part of the 

program to be initiated in 
Yellowstone Park would be 
the guide programs. The 
guide programs would be 
available for all people 
regardless of their abil­
ities. Many people would 
be able to enjoy the benefits 
of backwoods travel that 
normally would not get a 
chance to do so merely be­
cause of their inexperience. 
For example, many people 
would not consider striking 
out into the backwoods areas 



of unmanaced wilderness re-
gions because they have 
never been i nvolved in back­
woods travel. With this new 
program in Yellowstone Park, 
the supervision that these 
people require would be 
ava ilable in the guide pro­
grams . 

The guide programs would 
not, however, be directed 
only toward the inexperienced 
camper. Yellowstone Park 
has much to offer other than 
the thermal phenomena. Some 
guide programs could spec­
ialize in studies about the 
plant life, studying the 
foods o f the an i mals, edible 
plants, or maybe wild flower 



identification. Others could 
study the animals themselves, 
generally or in specific 
detail. St i11 others could 
concern themselves with a 
study of the natural ecosyste 
or scientific phenomena. 

The guide programs could 
include such things as camp­
ing, backpacking, rock climb­
ing, nature study, bicycling, 
horseback travel, survival, 
canoeing, skiing, snowshoe-
in g , winter camping, and 
mountaineering. People could 
learn how to saddle a horse, 
read a topographic map, fol­
io w a trail over slickrock, 
memorize landmarks, build a 
fire in the rain, treat snake 



a waterfall, survive a bliz 



The followinq is one exam-

pie of the type of infor­

mation and folklore that the 

guides might tell the people 

in the guide groups: 



habits made them feared by 
the trappers. The Black feet 
lived within the large t er -
ritory drained by the head­
waters of the Missouri. 
They had no prejudice about 
enemies; evervone was in-

' J' 

eluded, whether Indian or 
white, and hundreds of trap­
pers, miners and settlers 
perished at thier hands. 
Fighters of the first order, 
they engaged in ambush, night 
assaults, and all forms of 
terror, partly for the fun 
of it. Both the Crows and 
Blackfeet were outstanding 
horsemen, and well armed. 
As adversaries of the whites 
they seemed to blend with 
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the land; they were every­
where and nowhere, and were 
somet imes  re fe r red  to  as  
' t hose  who  app roach  l i ke  
foxes, f ight l ike l ions, and 
f ly away l ike birds.7  Around 
the southern and western 
bo rde rs  o f  t he  Park  l i ved  
various tr ibes of the Sho-
shonean family including 
the Bannocks. They were 
usua l l y  f r i end l y  to  the  wh i tes .  
A t imid offshoot, the Sheep-
eaters, l ived within the Park 
i tself high in the mountains, 
apparently to escape the 
forays of their war1i ke 
neighbors 

I nformat i  on such as 
« 



w 
t h i s  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  m a n y  

tales of the early years 

of Yellowstone Park and 

such people as John Colter 

and Jim B r i d q e r would 

become an important part 

rangers would know these 

tales and could use them 

as a part of the attitude 

about the Yellowstone reo i on. 

Guide programs could 

also beqin from outside the 

Park by such groups as Si erra 

Club, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, 



The removal of the tour­
ism from the Park's interior 
would, of course, be a very 
important step toward an at­
titude toward natural land 
apprec i at i on. Tour i sm has 
little, if any, place this 
attitude. For example, con­
sider the relat i v i ty of a 
bust of a Charles Dickens 
character in a natural 
primitive region. The tour­
ism would, then, be res­
tricted to the periphery, 
existing in towns such as 
Cooke City, Gardiner, and 



be made concerning these 

Housing studies would 
be required, both internally 
and externally. Outside the 
Park housing would exist as 
private enterprise with no 
Park owned housing on the 



periphery. This would bene­
f i t  t h e  p e r i p h e r y  a r e a s .  I n ­
ternally some housing would 
exist, only, however, in a 
way that respected a wild 
l a n d  a t t i t u d e .  T h i s  m i g h t  
be in the form of small loq 
cabins located in various 
places in the Park. Camp­
grounds would be a form of 
housing. Campgrounds now in 
use for car-trailer parking 
could be converted to camp­
grounds for human use. 



example, the mass i ve overpass 
systems now in use due to the 
heavy traffic would need to 
be removed, perhaps by a dis­
mantling process. Some areas 
in the Park would require 
efforts "for restoration. 
Others would require only 
t i me to restore themselves. 
In any case, some of the pos­
sible areas of study relative 
to demolition and/or res­
toration would be the his­
torical buildings, unneces­
sary structures, inconsisten­
cies in natural land aesthe­
tics, parking areas, car-
trailer camps, road structures 
seen i c areas, natural cur­
iosities, and structures 



r 
a r o u n d  n a t u r a l  c u r i o s i t i e s .  

F i n a l l y ,  t h e  a c t u a l  
e n t r a n c e s  t o  Y e l l o w s t o n e  
P a r k  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  s e n s i t i v e  
a t t e n t i o n .  T h e y  w o u l d  s t a n d  
a s  b o t h  a  p r e v i e w  t o  a n d  a  
t e s t  i  1 1 1 0  n  i  a l  f o r  a n  a t t i t u d e  
o f  w i l d  l a n d  a p p r e c i a t i o n  
a n d  w o u l d  i n d i c a t e  t h e  t y p e  
o f  d e s i g n  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t h a t  
t h e  P a r k  v i s i t o r s  c o u l d  e x ­
p e c t  t o  s e e  i n  t h e i r  j o u r n e y  
t h r o u g h  t h e  h i s t o r i c  l a n d .  
T h e  e n t r a n c e s  w o u l d  s e r v e  a s  
a  n u c l e u s  t o  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  
i n  Y e l l o w s t o n e  P a r k .  T h e  
g u i d e  p r o g r a m s  w o u l d  b e g i n  
a n d  e n d  a t  t h e s e  e n t r a n c e s .  
T h o s e  p e o p l e  l a c k i n g  e q u i p ­
m e n t  f o r  b a c k w o o d s  o r  b i c y c l e  



travel would be able to ob­
tain equipment at these cen 
ters. The architecture of 
these centers would have to 
be very sensitive to an aes 
thetic of wild land apprec­
iation. It is with one of 
these centers that I deal 
AM th specifically. 



THE SITE 



The actual site of the 
entrance center would be 
one-quarter mile southeast 
of the city itself, approx­
imately at the location of 
the existing entrance struc­
ture . 



PRELIMINARY DESIGN 
The following schematics, 

sketches, and drawings rep­
resent many stages of design 
that I went through in try­
ing to establish my feelings 
on the way in which archi­
tectural design could dem-
onstrate and be in keeping 
with an attitude for wild 
land preservat i o n. For ob­
vious reasons, many, perhaps 
most, of the design sidetracks 
studied and analyzed are not 
represented in this book. 
The represented developments 
i nd i cate, more or less, the 



r 
more 



I N  I T I  A L  S C H E M A T I C  

library 
museum 
entrance 

gen. 
info, 
tours 
guides 

employee 
parking 

equipment 

climb aboard 

maintenance 



national 

parks 

people 

Yellowstone 
National 
Park 

people 

knowledge 

imanagemen 

attitudes 

B E N E F I T  S C H E M A T I C  

Once a working program has been 
proven, new programs can be applied 

The people will benefit from the 
attitude in the Park. Many will 
develop new skills, many will 
enjoy historic apprecialtion, 
many will renew old skills. 

The Park will benefit from a greater 
awareness in people and an effort 
by them to maintain the Park in its 
natural condition. 

Knowledge of the past occurences in 
the Park as well as individual know­
ledge of natural land related fields 
by employees will help promote a 
natural land attitude 

The Park will benefit from the man­
agement efforts made to keep it as a 
natural land. 

The attitude is lor the good of the 
Park, in keeping with the historic 
Park reasoning. 

The entrances will be important pre­
views to the new attitude about the 
Park. The Park will benefit from 
this preview. The people will begin 
to experience the wild land attitude 
as soon as they enter the Park. 



B E N E F I T  S C H E M A T I C  ( C O N T .  )  

parking 

tourism 

city bars entertai lent 

service 
stations restaur an' 

supplies 

irivately 
owned 
housing , 

entertai] 

Both the Park and the 
periphery areas will 
benifit from the housing. 

Parking could be privately 
owned, city owned, or 
Park owned. 

The tourism, souvenirs, 
film, etc., will remain 
on the periphery. Thus 
the periphery area will 
benefit from the income 
from this tourism. 

Before entering and after 
leaving the Park the 
people will seek enter­
tainment in the bars, 
theaters, bowling alleys, 
etc. The periphery areas 
will benefit from this 
source of income. 



Old trails, new trails 

Combined 

Rent equipment for / trail 
backpacking, 
climbing, cooking 
utensils, bikes, ( equip 
snowshoes, 
skiis, tents, 
etc. May 
have package 
deals along 
with guide 
programs. 

Dehydrated foods, 
candy, beef jerky, 
salami, etc. This 
could also be included 
in guide programs. 

This transition is important 

Security measures would 
be necessary in order 
to prevent anxiety 
due to worry over the 
automobile. 

The anxiety and 
frustation accom­
panying the automobile 
ends here and wild land 
enjoyment begins. 

equip 
rent 

food 
pure has 

V  I S  I  T O R  S P A C E S  

Climb aboard here 

Spaces for individual guide pro­
grams to gather and discuss plans, 
history, attitudes, etc., and for 
the inexperienced, a place to 
discuss equipment and its use, 

lavatories and personal hygiene 

guide programs, busing information, 
maps, museum, general information, 
etc. 

Should begin to demonstrate the 
feeling of the Park...the attitude 
in the Park. 

A good deal of housing already 
exists, privately owned within 
the city. New housing may 
develop within the city. 

The Park and the city work to 
help each other. 



Maintenance on rental 
equipment 

equip 
maint 

equip, 
stor. 

Storage of rental equip­
ment . 

/employ 

^parkin. 

The Park employees 
as well leave their 
cars behind. 

EMPLOYEE SPACES 

equip 
stor 

staff 
ecords 
stats 

info 

ounge 
disc. 

remerg. 
contro 

/ equip, 
maintenance 

and 
cleaning 

Parking for buses 
and large equipment. 

Maintenance of buses 
and Park equipment. 

Office spaces, sec­
retaries, etc. 

Recordings of vital 
statistics, visitor 
count, thermal acti­
vity, siezmographic 
data, weather acti­
vity, etc. 

Headquarters for 
search and rescue 
and first aid. 

Information by mail. 

The attitudes of the 
employees toward the 
program is important, 
The employees could 
have discussions on 
Park actions and dir­
ection. They could 
explore complaints 
and discuss improve­
ments . 



Existing road going into Yellowstone 

Bus loop 

Definite break between getting to 
the Park and getting in the Park. 

Entrance center 

This diagram. shows the initial 
spacial relationships that were 
c onsidered«, 

Drop off points 

Parking 

Main road in 



The break could occur 
the moment the visitor 
got out of his car. It 
could provide a gradual 
transition from values 
of everyday life to "— 
values of wild lands. 
The entrance center 
would become a part of 
of the overall Park value 
system rather than a barrier 
between two value systems 

The entrance center should 
stand as a preview to the 
attitude about the Park. 

Since aesthetics is such an 
important design criteria, 
the building must be very 
much a part of the,outdoors. 

The entrance center could 
become a barrier dividing 
a natural land attitude 
from the norms of everyday 
society. The building 
would be split between two 
value systems. Tourism 
would be a part of the cen­
ter in this case. The 
change would be gradual 
after the breaking point. 

The division between accepted 
everyday values and accepted 
Park values could become the 
door to the entrance center. 
—^ This abrupt divorcing 
of two sets of values could 
be very severe. Tourism 
would not be included in the 
entrance center, but many 
values of everyday society 
would still be visible* 



If a museum were included in the 
design it could begin on the out­
side with animal displays and 
such. 

Glass could be used to help bring 
the outdoors indoors. It may be 
an important building material 
for aesthetics. 



This does not seem fitting with 
a wild land attitude. 

The feeling generated by this 
facade does not seem to be in 
keeping with a natural land 
attitude 

This area could be somewhat of 
an outdoor museum. 

This design does not appear to 
be a part of nature. 



The building could be con­
structed over existing land­
scape leaving that landscape 
undisturbed and intact• 

Trees inside 

Open air shelters might be possible 

The glass patterns could 
vary in shape and scale. 

Some glass shapes and scales 
would tend to follow a wild 
land attitude more than others. 

The building might be flexible 
and be able to adapt to sea­
sonal changes in weather. 



UlM 

The entire building should 
become a part of a natural 
landscape. 

The materials used in the 
the building could be 
materials native to the 
area. 

The building could look 
somewhat as though it grew 
there rather than look as 
though it were placed 
there. 

Awnings might be used 
effectively. 

An entrance through a 
fireplace could be sim­
ilar to an entrance to 
a cave opening. 

Lodgepole pine is native 
to the area and might be 
a good material for nat­
ural land aesthetics. 



The entrance center could be very formal 
and could be seen by the Park visitor 
a good distance before they actually 
reach the center. 

Or it could be very low key, almost 
invisible to the visitor until he 
actually reaches the center. 

Glass could be used 
like an awning. 

Skylights might be 
effective in opening 
up the building by 
lighting up its 
interior. 

In fact, the visitor might actually 
walk on a part of the building as 
he approaches the entrance to it, 
maybe without even knowing. 

A random geometry of plan might 
adapt itself well to a wild land 
area and therefore to a wild land 
attitude. 

Natural lands, though random, may 
seem very orderly. 



Value transition occurs on the 
trail. 

Trails would be the means of 
transportation from the car 
to the entrance center*- Wild 
land appreciation begins at 
the point where the people 
leave their automobiles. 

Visitors wouldn't see the 
center until they actually 
reached it. 

The building would become 
a part of the landscape. 

The building could have more 
than one main entrance without 
conflict. 

Building materials will be 
very important. Aesthetics 
are very important. 

The roof of the building 
could be covered with dirt 
and native plant growth 
could be allowed to grow. The 
building would, then, become 
more of a part of the land­
scape. 

Distances from parking areas 
to the entrance center would 
need to be relatively short 
but long enough so that the 
cars aren't visible from the 
center. 



FINAL DESIGN CONCEPT 
The final design of my 

proposed entrance center be­
gins at West Yellowstone 
where the Park visitors would 
leave their cars and begin 
backwoods travel. iheir jour­
ney to the entrance center 
begins with a gradual con­
version from one visual vo­
cabulary, that of everyday 
soc i ety and its technology, 
to another, that of nature 
and a wild land area. The 
parking would be security 
parking in order to avoid any 
anxiety and worry by the 
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v i s i t o r s  o v e r  t h e i r  v e h i c l e s .  
T h e  p a r k i n g  w o u l d  n o t  c o n ­
s i s t  o f  a  s i n g l e  s o l i d  m a s s  
o f  c a r s .  R a t h e r ,  i f  w o u l d  
b e  b r o k e n  u p  i n t o  l o t s  o f  
f o r t y  c a r s  e a c h  w i t h  e a c h  o f  
t h e s e  l o t s  b r o k e n  u p  i n t o  
g r o u p s  o f  f i v e  c a r s .  I  n  t h i s  
w a y ,  t h e  v i s i t o r s  w o u l d  b e  
e x p o s e d  t o  a  g r a d u a l  a d j u s t -
i n g  t o  t h e  n a t u r a l  l a n d  e x -
p e r i e n c e .  T h e  v i s i t o r s  w o u l d  
b e g i n  t h e i r  j o u r n e y  b y  r e c e i v ­
i n g  s m a l l  d o s e s  o f  t h e  b a c k ­
woods experience.  They would 
g o  t h r o u g h  a  s y s t e m  o f  l o s i n g  
sight of  the automobile and 
r e g a i n i n g  s i g h t  o f  i t  u n t i l  



' 
finally they would lose sight 
of it completely. Once on the 
trail they would be com­
pletely exposed to trail vo­
cabulary as they traveled the 
one-quarter mile distance 
to the entrance center. 

The entrance center 
itself consists of three 
buildings. The first buil­
ding would handle the admini­
strative portion of visitor 
entry. Inside it the visitors 
would pay their entry fees, 
receive fire and fishinq 
permits and have the option 
of getting involved in one 
of many guide programs. 
Also they would be able to 
file a camping plan with 



the Park officials explaining 
their route and length of 
stay in the Park. 

The i nter i or of this 
building would combine a pro­
tective enclosed structure 
satisfying the needs of the 
adm i n i strat i ve funct ions with 
a flexible structure hav i ng 
the ability to be completely 
open,and through the use of 
t r a i l  v o c a b u l a r y ,  m a i n t a i n  
a backwoods character. 
Thus, when the visitors enter 
the building they never act­
ually leave the trail. The 
trail becomes an integral 
part of the building design. 

From inside the buildino 
w-

the people will be able to 



look out through olass areas 
and see the road on which they 
will ride their bicycles or 
the trail heads which will 
lead them into the back­
woods areas. 

The building construction 
will be a combination of a 
concrete pan system covering 
the adm i nstrat i ve port i on 
of the center with a wood 
beam system covering the 
visitor use portion. The 
administrative portion of the 
center would be set into a 
hill that would be fabri­
cated purely for aesthetic 
reasons during the obliter­
ation of the existing road 
between the entrance center 



and W e s t  Y e l l o w s t o n e .  T h e  
r o o f  o v e r  t h i s  a r e a  w o u l d  b e  
c o v e r e d  v / i t h  e a r t h  f i l l  
a l l o w  i  n q  n a t u r a l  p l a n t  c j r o w t h  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  t o  t h e  a r e a  t o  
b e c o m e  p a r t  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  
d e s i g n .  T h i s  e a r t h  c o v e r e d  
a r e a  w o u l d  b e  p i e r c e d  w i t h  
s k y l i g h t s  t h a t  w o u l d  h a v e  t h e  
a b i l i t y  t o  o p e n  a n d  c l o s e .  
I n  t h i s  w a y ,  t h i s  p o r t  i  o n  
o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  w o u l d  b e -
c o m e  i m m e d i a t e l y  f l e x i b l e  
a n d  w o u l d  b e  a b l e  t o  c o n f o r m  
q u  i  c k 1 y  t o  c h a n g e s  i n  w e a t h e r  
c o n d i t i o n s .  

T h e  v i s i t o r - u s e  a r e a  
w o u l d  b e  c o v e r e d  b y  a  w o o d  
b e a m  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  w o u l d ,  
d u r i n g  t h e  s u m m e r  m o n t h s ,  



rema i n completely open al­
io v/ing the visitors to remain 
in an outdoor environment. 
Ourino the winter months this 
area could be closed off com­
pletely by a system of i n-
sulated panels that would be 
fastened to the overhead 
beams and the entire buil­
ding would become completely 
enclosed. 

The buildinq mater i als 
to be used in t his buildinq 
would be predominantly 
lodgepole pine, a material 
native to the area. This 
would be used both internally 
and externally in order to 
give the building a sense of 
W W 

belong i na to the area. 



Canvas awnings would be used 
as a building material. They 
would serve as a subtle indi­
cation of the entrance points 
to the buildings, providing 
these entrances with a sense 
of arrival. Also, they would 
be used on the interior of the 
building as a means to indi-
cate the locat i on of the func­
tional positions such as the 
area for securing fishing and 
fire permits. At these points 
the awnings would serve still 
another f u n c t i o n  by providing 
temporary protect i on from 
the prevailing weather condi­
tions. 

The furniture within the 
center would receive special 



design consideration and 
would be constructed of wood 
and glass, the same materials 
used f o r  the overall building 
a e s t h e tics. 

Externally the appear -
ance of the building would 
undergo seasonal changes. 
During the summer months the 
building would be covered with 
natural plant growth. This, 
combined with the low key na­
ture of the building and the 
aesthetics provided by the 
wood construction would allow 
the building to exist as an 
integral part of the land­
scape. During the winter 
months the building would 
once again become a part of 



t h e  l a n d s c a p e  o f  t h e  s i t e  a s  
i t  w o u l d  b e  e n t i r e l y  c o v e r e d  
w i t h  s n o w .  T h e  s e n s e  o f  a r ­
r i v a l  d u r i n g  t h i s  s e a s o n  w o u l d  
b e  p r o v i d e d  b y  t h e  m o u n d s  o f  
s n o w  t h a t  w o u l d  a c c u m u l a t e  
d u e  t o  t h e  c o n t i n u a l  s h o v e l ­
i n g  o f  s n o w .  

T h e  o t h e r  b u i l d i n g s  o n  
t h e  s i t e  w o u l d  f o l l o w  t h e  
c o n c e p t  f o r  d e s i g n  a n d  a e s ­
t h e t i c  a p p e a r a n c e  a n d  t h e r e ­
f o r e  r e q u i r e  o n l y  a  d e s c r i p ­
t i o n  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  f u n c ­
t i o n  o  f  e a c h .  T h e s e  b u i l d i n g s  
w o u l d  p r o v i d e  t h e  m e a n s  f o r  
t h o s e  v i s i t o r s  w h o  l a c k  e -
q u  i  p m e n t  f o r  b a c k w o o d s  a n d  
t r a v e l .  

I  n  o n e  b u i l d i n g  v i s i t o r s  



could obtain equipment needed 
for backwoods travel. The 
equ i p m e n t  in t h i s  b u i l d i n g  
would include such things as 

W 

frame packs, day packs, tents 
sleeping bags, and smaller 
items such as mess kits and 
fishing gear. There would be 
an area in this building for 
th o s e  t h a t  n e e d  t h i s  e q u i p ­
ment to store the luggage tha" 
they used to bring in what 
clothing they would take on 

V 

t h e i r  t r i p .  A s  w e l l ,  t h e r e  
w o u l d  b e  a  sto r e  in t h i s  b u i l  
d i n g  t h a t  d e a l s  s t r i c t l y  wi  t h  
supplies of dehydrated foods, 
beef jerky, salami, soy beans 
and other roods applicable 
to back trail use. A space 



r 
would be provided within 
this building for visitors to 
use in packing and unpacking 
their equipment. This space 
would receive mostly winter 
use as many small clearings 
outside the building would 
serve as locations for this 
function. In these small 
clearings guides could gather 
with their groups and explain 
equ i pment use and talk about 
the journey that they were 
about to take. Temporary 
canvas tent structures 
could be strung, up in these 
areas to provide protection 
in inclement weather. 

When the equipment is 
returned to the center or to 



any of the other centers it 
would go directly into a 
maintenance area where it 
would be cleaned and checked, 
and , f i nally, stored for fu­
ture use . 

The third building would 
have the function of provi­
ding bicycles for those wish­
ing to visit the Park in this 
fashion but who lack the 
equ i pment for this travel. 
This building would feed d i-
rectly onto the road system 
that leads into the Park. 
The bicycle inventory in this 
building would consist of 
t h e  n o r m a l  t w o - w h e e l e d  b i ­
cycles, three-wheeled bicycles 
for use by the handicapped 



and elderly, and smaller bikes 
for the younger visitors. As 
well, bike packs would be a-
vailable along with other 
accessor i e s such as tire 
pumps and water bottles. As 
in the trail use center, the 
bicycles would be returned 
directly to a maintenance 
area where they would under­
go cleaning and inspection be­
fore they are used again. 

No visitor use bathroom 
facility would be provided in 
any of the three buildings. 
Bathroom facilities would be 
provided for in a separate 
building centrally located 
for use by the visitors in 
each of the three buildings. 



By separating this f u n c t i on 
from the buildings the 
visitor-use portion of the 
buildinas would remain as a 
part of the trails rather than 
s t r i c t l y  a  pa r t  o f  t h e  b u i l ­
dings. 



FINAL PRESENTATION 
The following are pho­

tographs of the model and 
drawings used in the final 
presentation of my thesis 
study. 

































CONCLUSION 
M a n y  issues discussed 

wit h i n  t h i s  p r o j e c t  a r e  h i g h ­
ly controvers i al in nature 
an d  s u b j e c t  t o  m u c h  c r i t i ­
cism. It was not tny inten­
tions to prove or disprove 
the validity of the stand I 
have taken relat i ve to these 
is s u e s ,  a n d  t o  t h e  d i r e c ­
tion of Yellowstone Park. 
T o  p r o v e  t h i s  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  
years of study. 

Rather, it was my in­
tention to provide reason-
i ng for the stand I have taken 
and demonstrate the sens i-



i i v i t y  w i t h  w h i c h  t h i s  s t a n d  
c o u l c j  b e  h a n d l e d .  

I f ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  s t u d y  
I  h a v e  m a d e  o n  t h i s  s u b j e c t  
h a s  p r o v e n  t o  o t h e r s ,  a s  i t  
h a s  p r o v e n  t o  m e ,  t h a t  s u c h  
a  p r o p o s a l  i s  n e c e s s a r y ,  i f  
Y e l l o w s t o n e  P a r k  i s  t o  s u r ­
v i v e ,  t h e n  t h e  a c h i e v e m e n t  

t h e  d e a r e e  o f  s u c c e s s  t h a t  I  
h a d  e v e r  h o p e d  t o  a c c o m p l i s h .  



FOOTNOTES 

'Edward Abbey, Desert 
Solitaire A Season in the 
Wilderness (McGraw-Hill, 
1972), p. 47. 

^C. Frank Brockman and 
Laurance C. Merriam, Jr., 
Recreational Use of Our 
Wild Lands (McGraw-Hill, 
1959), p. 3. 

^White Mountain Study, 
Environmental Behav i or, 
vol. 1, no. 2, (Dec. 19S9). 

^"Brockman and Laurance, 
p. 6. 



5Alan Olson, Thesis 

Programming, (March 19, 1971), 

p . 2. 

i chard Phillips, 

Yel l o w s t o n e  C o u n t r y  V o i c e s  

and Photographs, p. 15. 
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