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Abstract:
This thesis challenges the traditional view of the 1952 Montana elections, which stated that 1952 was a
Republican year in the state. This thesis, while recognizing a shift among Montana voters to
conservatism, argues that 1952 was not a Republican year. Instead, the 1952 Montana elections
reflected the normal course of Montana politics. Montana voters have shown a tendency through the
years to send liberal Democrats to Washington and conservative Republicans to Helena. The year 1952
was no exception. Despite the shift in voter attitudes, Montana remained true to its political tradition.

This thesis is also a narrative of the elections. It describes each of the four major state campaigns of
1952. It examines the personalities and the issues involved. The thesis attempts to analyze why the
winning candidates won and the losing candidates lost. It devotes extra attention to the 1952 U.S.
Senate campaign, which, in retrospect, was the crossroads of the political career of one of Montana's
most famous statesmen, Mike Mansfield.

To study only one election in Montana's colorful political history seems unimportant. This election,
however, provides an excellent case study of Montana politics. This election also has special
significance to Montana's political history. First, it represented a changing of the political guard. Three
of the men elected in the major state races won their respective offices for the first time. Secondly, this
election involved personalities which loom large in Montana politics. No study of the state's politics
would be complete without Mike Mansfield, Lee Metcalf, Hugo Aronson and Wesley D'Ewart, the four
major winners in Montana's 1952 elections.
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ABSTRACT

This  t h e s i s  c h a l l e n g e s  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  view o f  t h e  1952 Montana 
e l e c t i o n s ,  which s t a t e d  t h a t  1952 was a Republican  y e a r  in  th e  s t a t e .  
This t h e s i s ,  w h i l e  r e c o g n i z in g  a s h i f t  among Montana v o t e r s  to  con­
s e r v a t i s m ,  a rgues  t h a t  1952 was n o t  a Republican  y e a r .  I n s t e a d ,  the  
1952 Montana e l e c t i o n s  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  normal course  o f  Montana p o l i t i c s .  
Montana v o t e r s  have shown a tendency  th rough  th e  y e a r s  t o  send l i b e r a l  
Democrats to  Washington and c o n s e r v a t i v e  Republ icans  t o  Helena.  The 
y e a r  1952 was no e x c e p t i o n .  D esp i te  t h e  s h i f t  i n  v o t e r  a t t i t u d e s ,  
Montana remained t r u e  t o  i t s  p o l i t i c a l  t r a d i t i o n .

This t h e s i s  i s  a l s o  a n a r r a t i v e  o f  t h e  e l e c t i o n s .  I t  d e s c r ib e s  
each o f  t h e  f o u r  majo r  s t a t e  campaigns o f  1952. I t  examines the  
p e r s o n a l i t i e s  and t h e  i s s u e s  in v o lv e d .  The t h e s i s  a t t e m p t s  t o  ana lyze  
why th e  winning c a n d i d a t e s  won and t h e  l o s i n g  c a n d i d a t e s  l o s t .  I t  
devo tes  e x t r a  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  1952 U.S. S ena te  campaign,  which ,  in 
r e t r o s p e c t ,  was t h e  c r o s s r o a d s  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  c a r e e r  o f  one o f  
Montana 's  most  famous s t a t e s m e n ,  Mike M ans f ie ld .

To s tu d y  on ly  one e l e c t i o n  in Montana ' s  c o l o r f u l  p o l i t i c a l  
h i s t o r y  seems u n im p o r tan t .  This e l e c t i o n ,  however,  p ro v id e s  an 
e x c e l l e n t  case  s tu d y  o f  Montana p o l i t i c s .  This e l e c t i o n  a l s o  has 
s p e c i a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o  Montana ' s  p o l i t i c a l  h i s t o r y .  F i r s t ,  i t  
r e p r e s e n t e d  a changing o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  guard .  Three o f  t h e  men 
e l e c t e d  in  th e  majo r  s t a t e  r a c e s  won t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  o f f i c e s  f o r  
t h e  f i r s t  t im e .  S econdly ,  t h i s  e l e c t i o n  invo lved  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  
which loom l a r g e  in  Montana p o l i t i c s .  No s tu d y  o f  th e  s t a t e ' s  
p o l i t i c s  would be complete w i th o u t  Mike M a n s f ie ld ,  Lee M e tc a l f ,
Hugo Aronson and Wesley D 'Ewart ,  t h e  f o u r  major  w inners  in  Montana 's  
1952 e l e c t i o n s .



I .  INTRODUCTION

P o l i t i c a l  commentators  have o f t e n  r e f e r r e d  t o  1952 as a 

Republ ican y e a r  in  Montana,  a y e a r  in  which Montanans rushed  to  th e  

p o l l s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  a Republ ican l a n d s l i d e .  To some e x t e n t ,  they  

have c o r r e c t l y  ana lyzed  t h e  e l e c t i o n s  o f  t h a t  y e a r .  The Republican 

P r e s i d e n t i a l  c a n d i d a t e ,  Dwight D. E isenhower ,  swept t h e  s t a t e ,  

t a k i n g  n e a r l y  60 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  v o te  and l o s i n g  on ly  f o u r  c o u n t i e s  

in  t h e  p r o c e s s .  Republ ican  J .  Hugo Aronson unsea ted  t h e  Democrat ic 

g ove rno r ,  John Bonner.  With Aronson came an overwhelmingly Repub­

l i c a n  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  A f t e r  t h e  e l e c t i o n ,  th e  Republ icans  held 

a 3 6 - to -2 0  advan tage  in  t h e  S t a t e  S ena te  and an even g r e a t e r  

6 2 - to -2 8  edge in  t h e  House. In a d d i t i o n ,  Wesley D1 Ewar t ,  t h e  

incumbent Republican Congressman from th e  second d i s t r i c t ,  e a s i l y  

r e t a i n e d  h i s  s e a t  by swamping h i s  Democrat ic  c h a l l e n g e r  by an almost  

tw o - to -o n e  marg in .  The Republ icans  came c l o s e  in  both  t h e  U.S.

S ena te  c o n t e s t  and th e  f i r s t  Congress iona l  d i s t r i c t  r a c e ,  Wel l ington 

Rankin l o s i n g  th e  l a t t e r  by on ly  1,500 v o t e s . ^

J u l e s  A. K a r l i n ,  "The 1952 E l e c t i o n s  in  Montana," Western 
P o l i t i c a l  Q u a r t e r l y  6 (March, 1953):  113,  116; I n t e rv i e w  w i th  Harry 
B i l l i n g s ,  Bozeman, Montana,  3 May 1976; h e r e a f t e r  c i t e d  as B i l l i n g s  
i n t e r v i e w ;  Hugh A. Bone, "Western P o l i t i c s  and th e  1952 E l e c t i o n s , "  
Western P o l i t i c a l  Q u a r t e r l y  6 (March, 1953) :  93; E l l i s  Waldron,  An 
A t la s  o f  Montana P o l i t i c s  S ince  1864 (M issou la :  Montana S t a t e
U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1958),  pp. 356,  359,  360.
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The R e p u b l ican s ,  however, d id  n o t  sweep th e  1952 e l e c t i o n s .

Although t h e  c o n t e s t  was c l o s e .  Democrat Mike M ansf ie ld  d e f e a t e d

incumbent Republ ican  S e n a t o r  Zales  E c ton . As noted  above ,  th e

Democrats a l s o  r e t a i n e d  t h e  w e s te rn  Congress iona l  s e a t .  Nor did

A ronson 's  v i c t o r y  i n d i c a t e  a sweeping mandate;  he won by roughly

5,000 v o te s  o u t  of.  263,792 c a s t .  All o f  t h e  c o n t e s t s  e x ce p t  the

P r e s i d e n t i a l  and e a s t e r n  Congress iona l  d i s t r i c t  r a c e s  were c l o s e ,

w i th  a s l i g h t  edge t o  t h e  Republ icans  in  t h e  number o f  c o n t e s t s  won.

The e l e c t i o n s  d id  i n d i c a t e  a s h i f t  toward c o n s e rv a t i s m  among

Montana v o t e r s ,  b u t  t h e  s h i f t  was n o t  b ig  enough t o  b r i n g  about  a

Republican sweep, in  1952. Nor were t h e  Republ icans  a b l e  t o  b u i l d

2upon t h e  s h i f t  in  f u t u r e  e l e c t i o n s .

In s p i t e  o f  t h i s  v o t e r  s h i f t ,  t h e  1952 Montana e l e c t i o n s  

r e f l e c t e d  t h e  normal c o u r s e  o f  Montana p o l i t i c s .  A s tu d y  o f  the  

s t a t e ' s  p o l i t i c s  and p o l i t i c a l  c u l t u r e  r e v e a l s  t h a t  one o f  Montana 's  

most  n o t i c e a b l e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  i s  " p o l i t i c a l  s c h i z o p h r e n i a "  - -  th e  

tendency  o f  v o t e r s  he re  t o  send l i b e r a l  Democrats to. Washington and 

c o n s e r v a t i v e s  ( u s u a l l y  Repub l icans )  t o  Helena .  In t h i s  s e n s e ,  1952 

was no e x c e p t io n .  In f a c t ,  t h a t  e l e c t i o n  se rved  t o  r e t u r n  Montana 

t o  i t s  normal p a t t e r n ,  as a Democrat r e p l a c e d  a Republ ican  in  

Montana 's  S e n a t o r i a l  d e l e g a t i o n .  With t h e  Democrats a b l e  t o  hold

^Waldron,  pp. 356,  358.
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t h e  f i r s t  Congress iona l  s e a t ,  Montana ' s  Washington d e l e g a t i o n  con­

s i s t e d  o f  t h r e e  Democrats and one Republ ican .  The lone  Republ ican ,  

Wesley D1 Ewart ,  r e p r e s e n t e d  a Congress iona l  d i s t r i c t  which had con­

s i s t e n t l y  e l e c t e d  R e p u b l ican s ,  in  c o n t r a s t  t o  an o th e rw i s e  s o l i d l y  

Democrat ic  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  in  th e  n a t i o n ' s  c a p i t a l .  At t h e  same t im e ,  

Montana v o t e r s  o u s te d  a l i b e r a l  Democrat from th e  g o v e r n o r ' s  mansion 

and r e p l a c e d  him w i th  a c o n s e r v a t i v e  Republ ican .  In a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  

v o t e r s  e l e c t e d  an overwhelmingly Republ ican  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  The 

f a c t  t h a t  most o f  t h e  r a c e s  were c l o s e  r e f l e c t e d  a move among Montana 

v o t e r s  t o  a more c o n s e r v a t i v e  s t a n c e .  While th e  e l e c t i o n s  were

c l o s e ,  t h e  people  who won were th o s e  who should  have won in  any given
3

y e a r ,  based  on th e  proven p o l i t i c a l  t e n d e n c i e s  o f  Montana c i t i z e n s .

The 1952 e l e c t i o n s  a l s o  r e f l e c t e d  two o t h e r  a s p e c t s  o f  

Montana 's  p o l i t i c a l  c u l t u r e ,  both  o f  them r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t i a l  

c o n t e s t .  As u s u a l ,  Montana s u p p o r te d  t h e  winning P r e s i d e n t i a l

^Michael P. Malone and Richard  B. Roeder , Montana: A H is to ry  o f  
Two C e n tu r i e s  ( S e a t t l e :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Washington P r e s s ,  1976) ,  pp.
292,  294,  295;  Thomas Payne,  "Montana: P o l i t i c s  Under t h e  Copper Dome," 
in  Frank H. J o n a s ,  e d . , P o l i t i c s  in  t h e  American West ( S a l t  Lake C i ty :  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Utah P r e s s ,  1969),  p. 222. For more i n f o r m a t i o n  on 
Montana 's  p o l i t i c a l  c u l t u r e  and a ge n e ra l  background on Montana 
p o l i t i c s ,  s ee  Joseph  Kinsey Howard, Montana: High,  Wide, and Handsome 
(New Haven, Conn. : Yale U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1943),; Neal R. P e i r c e ,  
"Montana: High,  Wide, Handsome - -  and Remote," r e p r i n t e d  in  Michael P. 
Malone and Richard  B. Roeder , e d s . , Montana ' s  P a s t :  S e l e c t e d  Essays 
(M issou la :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Montana P r e s s ,  1973) ;  and K. Ross Toole ,  
Montana: An Uncommon Land (Norman: U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Oklahoma P r e s s ,_ T _



c a n d i d a t e .  S ince  1900 Montana has voted  f o r  on ly  t h r e e  l o s i n g  P r e s i ­

d e n t i a l  c a n d i d a t e s :  Will iam J e nn ings  Bryan in  1900, Richard M. Nixon

in  1960 and Gerald  Ford in  1976. T y p i c a l l y ,  however,  t h e r e  was only  

a small  c o a t t a i l  e f f e c t .  While Eisenhower swept th e  s t a t e ,  o t h e r  

Republ ican  c a n d i d a t e s  f a l t e r e d .  To deny t h a t  t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  candidacy  

b rough t  v o te s  to  o t h e r  Republ icans  would be i n c o r r e c t ,  b u t  in  th e  end

h i s  c o a t t a i l s  were s im ply  too  s h o r t  t o  i n f l u e n c e  t h e  outcome o f  the

4e l e c t i o n s  in  Montana. 4

4Payne,  pp. 226,  228.
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I I .  THE NATIONAL SCENE IN 1952

The P r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n  y e a r  o f  1952 found th e  n a t i o n  in  a
r

r e s t l e s s  mood, and Montana was no e x c e p t io n .  The American e l e c t o r a t e  

had become d i s i l l u s i o n e d  w i th  th e  Truman a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  The admini­

s t r a t i o n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  Truman h i m s e l f ,  had come t o  symbolize  th e  

problems f a c i n g  America.  A p o p u l a r i t y  p o l l  conducted  in  th e  s p r in g
I

o f  1952 gave P r e s i d e n t  Truman a p o p u l a r i t y  r a t i n g  o f  on ly  26 p e r c e n t .

The Truman a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  f aced  numerous problems.  The Korean

War had e n t e r e d  i t s  t h i r d  y e a r .  As c a s u a l t i e s  mounted and th e  peace

t a l k s  a t  Panmunjon dragged on ,  t h e  American p u b l i c  became more and

more f r u s t r a t e d .  Most Americans b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  United  S t a t e s  had

never  l o s t  a w ar ,  b u t  Truman had g o t t e n  t h e  c o u n t ry  i n t o  a war where

th e  o f f i c i a l  p o l i c y  c a l l e d  f o r  on ly  a l i m i t e d  e f f o r t ,  n o t  an a l l - o u t

d r i v e  t o  v i c t o r y .  Few Americans unders tood  t h i s  new co n ce p t  o f  war-

2f a r e ,  and many were b i t t e r  and ex t re m e ly  f r u s t r a t e d .  1 2

1E r i c  F. Goldman, The C ruc ia l  Decade - -  and A f t e r :  America , 
1945-1960 (New York: Vin tage  Books,  1961) ,  p. 218; B i l l i n g s  i n t e r v i e w ;  
Cabell  P h i l l i p s ,  The Truman P re s id en cy  (New York: The Macmillan 
Company, 1966) ,  p.  402. See a l s o  Alonzo L. Hamby, Beyond th e  New 
Deal:  Harry S. Truman and American L i b e r a l i s m  (New York: Columbia 
U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1973) ;  Merle M i l l e r ,  P l a i F -Speaking (New York:
G. P. Putnam's  Sons ,  1973) ;  and Harry S. Truman, Memoirs , v o l . 2:
Years o f  T r i a l  and Hope (Garden C i t y ,  N . J . : Doubleday & Company,
I n c . , 1956).

2Goldman, p. 211; P h i l l i p s ,  p.  402.
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Truman and th e  n a t i o n  c o n f ro n te d  o t h e r  problems.  The Repub­

l i c a n s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  th o s e  loya l  to  Wisconsin  S e n a to r  Joseph McCarthy,  

hammered away on t h e  cha rge  o f  Communists w i th i n  t h e  government,  

e s p e c i a l l y  in  t h e  S t a t e  Department.  The t e n s i o n s  o f  t h e  Cold War 

grew as  Korea dragged on ,  and d i a t r i b e s  abou t  Communist i n f i l t r a t i o n  

o f  t h e  government f i l l e d  t h e  a i r .  Charges o f  c o r r u p t i o n  rocked  the  

Truman a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  In t h e  middle  o f  a l l  o f  t h i s ,  t h e  s t e e l  workers  

walked o f f  t h e i r  j o b s .  When t a l k s  between l a b o r  and management f a i l e d  

t o  show any p r o g r e s s ,  Truman s e i z e d  t h e  s t e e l  m i l l s  on t h e  grounds 

t h a t  t h e i r  shut-down hampered th e  war e f f o r t  in  Korea and thus  

endangered t h e  l i v e s  o f  American s o l d i e r s .  The U.S. Supreme Cour t  

prompt ly  r u l e d  t h e  s e i z u r e  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l , and Truman's  p r e s t i g e

dropped e v e r  lower as  t h e  f r u s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  ave rage  American ro s e  
3

t o  new h ig h s .

As th e  November e l e c t i o n s  app roac hed ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  America 

appeared  ready  f o r  a change .  Something,  t h e  American v o t e r  f e l t ,  was 

m i s s in g .  He w ished ,  in  t h e  words o f  E r i c  Goldman, " f o r  something 

t h a t  was n o t  t h e r e ,  f o r  something he was s u r e  had once been t h e r e ,  

f o r  an o l d e r ,  s im p l e r  America,  w i t h o u t  j u v e n i l e  d e l i n q u e n t s  and 

g e n te e l  young men t u r n i n g  i n t o  A lger  H is se s  and f i v e  p e r c e n t e r s  and 3

3P h i l l i p s ,  p. 402.
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b e w i ld e r in g  d o c t r i n e s  o f  l i m i t e d  w a r f a r e . 11 The Republ ican  c a l l  f o r  

a change s t r u c k  a chord  i n  both  t h e  h e a r t s  and minds o f  Americans 

eve ryw here .^

When t h e  Republ ican  Convention  met a t  Chicago in  e a r l y  J u l y ,  

optimism abounded.  The c o n t e s t  f o r  t h e  P r e s i d e n t i a l  nomination  had 

narrowed t o  a b a t t l e  between S e n a to r  Robert  T a f t  o f  Ohio,  t h e  e a r l y  

f r o n t r u n n e r ,  and th e  p o p u la r  General  Dwight D. Eisenhower.  Governors 

Harold S t a s s e n  o f  Minnesota  and Earl Warren o f  C a l i f o r n i a  and General 

Douglas MacArthur hoped t h e  c o nven t ion  would dead lock  between th e  two 

l e a d in g  c a n d i d a t e s  and then  t u r n  t o  them, b u t  t h e i r  chances  were s l im  

a t  b e s t .  T a f t ' s  s u p p o r t  came from t h e  r i g h t  wing o f  t h e  p a r t y ,  which 

d e s i r e d  to  avo id  t h e  "Me-Tooism" o f  Wendell Wilk ie  and Thomas Dewey 

t h a t  th e  T a f t  peop le  argued  had b rough t  t h e  Republican  d e f e a t s  in  th e  

p a s t  t h r e e  P r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n s .  T a f t  and h i s  s u p p o r t e r s  b e l i e v e d  

th e  Republ icans  would have a b e t t e r  chance o f  winning i f  th e y  gave 

th e  e l e c t o r a t e  a d e f i n i t e  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  New D e a l -F a i r  Deal l i b e r a l i s m .  

To c o u n t e r  T a f t ,  t h e  l e f t  and c e n t e r  o f  t h e  Republican  P a r ty  threw 

i t s  s u p p o r t  t o  Eisenhower,  a rgu ing  t h a t  T a f t  could  n o t  win in  

November. A f t e r  a b i t t e r  f i g h t ,  E i senhow er ' s  p e r s o n a l i t y  and the  

"canno t  win" charge  a g a i n s t  T a f t  b ro u g h t  t h e  genera l  t h e  nomination 

on th e  f i r s t  b a l l o t .  S en a to r  Richard Nixon o f  C a l i f o r n i a ,  who had

^Goldman, p. 218.
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b u i l t  h i s  r e p u t a t i o n  by look ing  f o r  Communists in  government and 

c o n v i c t i n g  Alger  H i s s , was nominated f o r  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t . ^

The Republ ican  p l a t f o r m  was vague and se rved  m os t ly  to  condemn 

Democra t ic  p o l i c i e s .  I t  sup p o r ted  t h e  T a f t - H a r t l e y  A c t ,  b u t  with  

amendments which were n o t  s p e l l e d  o u t .  I t  s i d e s t e p p e d  i s s u e s  and 

l e f t  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  o f  e d u c a t io n  and c i v i l  r i g h t s  to  t h e  s t a t e s .  The 

p l a t f o r m  d id  a t t a c k  Democra t ic  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y ,  c l a im in g  t h a t  v i c t o r y  

in  World War I I  had been t r a d e d  away a t  Teheran ,  Y a l t a ,  and Potsdam. 

The Republ icans  a l l e g e d  t h a t  t h e  Democrats had given China away to  

th e  Communists and were h a nd l ing  Korea i n c o r r e c t l y .  The p l a t f o r m  

a t t a c k e d  t h e  Democrats f o r  g iv in g  in  t o  Russ ian advances  in  Europe. 

M ost ly ,  t h e  p l a t f o r m  c r i t i c i z e d  w i t h o u t  o f f e r i n g  c o n s t r u c t i v e  

a l t e r n a t i v e s .  Time magazine c a l l e d  t h e  p la t fo rm  "as i n s p i r i n g  as an 

orange c r a t e . "  As f a r  as  t h e  Republ icans  were conce rned ,  t h e  key 

i s s u e s  were t h e  need f o r  a change in  t h e  government,  Korea,  c o r r u p ­

t i o n ,  and Communist s u b v e r s io n  a t  home and a b r o a d . ^ * 6

Bar ton  J .  B e r n s t e i n ,  "The 1952 E l e c t i o n , "  in  A r th u r  M. 
S c h l e s i n g e r ,  J r .  and Fred L. I s r a e l , e d s . , H i s to ry  o f  American P r e s i ­
d e n t i a l  E l e c t i o n s ,  1789-1968, 4 v o l s .  (New York: Chelsea House 
P u b l i s h e r s ,  1971),  IV, 3231. See a l s o  "Na t iona l  A f f a i r s , "  Time,
J u l y  14,  1952,  pp. 17-24.

6B e r n s t e i n 5 p. 3232;  Aus t in  Ranney, "The P l a t f o r m s ,  th e  
P a r t i e s ,  and th e  V o te r , "  Yale Review 42 (September ,  1952) :  11,  15,  16; 
"Na t iona l  A f f a i r s , "  Time, J u l y  21,  1952,  pp. 14,  15. For an a n a l y s i s  
o f  t h e  impac t  o f  t h e s e  i s s u e s  upon t h e  e l e c t r o a t e ,  s ee  Angus Campbell 
e t  a_L, The American V o t e r , a b r idge d  ed.  (New York: John Wiley &
Sons ,  1964) ,  pp. 16-26.
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In l a t e  J u l y  t h e  Democrat ic  Convention met,  a l s o  a t  Chicago.

The r a c e  f o r  t h e  P r e s i d e n t i a l  nominat ion  was wide open.  S ena to rs  

Es te s  Kefauver o f  T ennessee ,  Richard Russe l l  o f  G eo rg ia ,  Robert  Kerr 

o f  Oklahoma, V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  Alben B ark ley  o f  Kentucky,  and A vere l I 

Harriman o f  New York a l l  had P r e s i d e n t  a s p i r a t i o n s .  Each o f  them 

a l s o  had l i a b i l i t i e s  impeding h i s  campaign.  The a p p a r e n t  cho ice  o f  

most  Democrats ,  i n c lu d in g  P r e s i d e n t  Truman, was Governor Adlai 

S tevenson o f  I l l i n o i s .  S tevenson c la im ed he was n o t  i n t e r e s t e d  in  

t h e  nominat ion  b u t  he d id  a l low  h i s  name t o  be p la ced  b e f o r e  the  

conven t ion  in  nomina t ion .  The c o nven t ion  nominated him on th e  t h i r d  

b a l l o t .  The Democrats then  named S e n a to r  John Sparkman o f  Alabama 

as h i s  runn ing  mate in  an e f f o r t  to  p l a c a t e  t h e  s o u th e rn  Democrats
7

who had broken w i th  t h e  p a r t y  in  1948.

The Democrat ic  p l a t f o r m  sough t  t o  defend th e  New D e a l -F a i r  

Deal p o l i c i e s .  I t  o f f e r e d  a i d  to  e d u c a t i o n ,  r i g i d  farm p r i c e  s u p p o r t s ,  

and r e p e a l  o f  the  T a f t - H a r t l e y  Act .  The c i v i l  r i g h t s  p l a n k ,  a l though  

p robab ly  s t r o n g e r  than  t h e  famous p lank  o f  1948, was couched in 

language  which made i t  a c c e p t a b l e  t o  t h e  so u th e rn  d e l e g a t e s  and p re ­

ven ted  a n o t h e r  D i x i e c r a t  s p l i t .  For t h e  Democrats ,  t h e  i s s u e  was th e  

r e c o r d  o f  t h e  R ooseve l t  and Truman a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s .  They po in ted  ou t

^For more i n f o r m a t i o n ,  see  B e r n s t e i n ,  pp. 3234-3240; and "U.S. 
A f f a i r s , "  Time, J u l y  28,  1952, pp. 7-12.
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t h a t  Americans had "neve r  had i t  so good" and c o n t r a s t e d  t h e  e x i s t i n g  

economic c o n d i t i o n s  w i th  th o s e  under  t h e  l a s t  Republ ican  P r e s i d e n t ,
O

H e rb e r t  Hoover.

O
Ranney, pp. 11,  19. See a l s o  B e r n s t e i n ,  pp. 3267-3281; and 

"N a t iona l  A f f a i r s , "  Time, August  4 ,  1952,  pp. 9-18.



I I I .  THE MONTANA PRIMARIES AND STATE CONVENTIONS

The 1952 p r im a r i e s  in  Montana were ex t rem ely  q u i e t  f o r  two 

r e a s o n s .  F i r s t ,  t h e  p r im a r i e s  were sandwiched between t h e  two 

n a t i o n a l  c o n v e n t io n s .  As a r e s u l t ,  t h e  s t a t e ' s  media coverage  and 

th e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  th e  v o t e r s  were d i r e c t e d  toward Chicago and away 

from t h e  p r i m a r i e s .  S econdly ,  t h e  r a c e s  o f  June 1952 were s i n g u l a r l y  

u n e x c i t i n g .  There  was no d r a g - o u t ,  knock-down b a t t l e  such as the  

1946 pr im ary  c o n t e s t  between S e n a to r  Bur ton Wheeler  and L e i f  Er ickson .  

In f a c t ,  o f  t h e  e i g h t  majo r  pr im ary  c o n t e s t s  — in c l u d i n g  each p a r t y ' s  

c o n t e s t  f o r  t h e  S e n a t e ,  t h e  g o v e r n o r s h ip ,  and th e  two House s e a t s  - -  

on ly  t h r e e  were even d i s p u t e d .  In t h e  second Congress iona l  d i s t r i c t  

bo th  Republ ican  incumbent Wesley D 'Ewart and Democrat ic  c h a l l e n g e r  

W i l l a rd  F r a s e r  were unopposed.  The same was t r u e  o f  t h e  Sena te  r a c e s ,  

where Republ ican  incumbent Zales  Ecton and Democrat ic Congressman Mike 

M ansf ie ld  were both  unopposed.  Incumbent Democratic Governor John
I

Bonner was a l s o  unopposed f o r  r en o m in a t io n .

The pr im ary f o r  t h e  Republican g u b e r n a t o r i a l  nominat ion 

g e n e ra te d  l i t t l e  ex c i t e m e n t .  This  r a c e  p i t t e d  J .  Hugo Aronson a g a i n s t  

Leonard Young, a member o f  t h e  s t a t e  r a i l r o a d  and p u b l i c  s e r v i c e  

commission. The am iab le  Aronson,  a b i g ,  s t r o n g ,  l i k e a b l e  man, had 

b u i l t  a s o l i d  c o n s e r v a t i v e  r e p u t a t i o n  in  bo th  houses o f  t h e  s t a t e

^The Cut Bank P ionee r  P r e s s , 3 J u l y  1952.



12

l e g i s l a t u r e  and had th e  v o t e - g e t t i n g  nickname o f  t h e  "G a l lop ing  

Swede." Young had run  f o r  t h e  Republ ican  nominat ion f o r  governor  

b e f o r e ,  be ing  swamped by incumbent Governor Sam Ford in  1948. Young
p

claimed t h a t  h i s  goal  in  l i f e  was to  be t h e  governor  o f  Montana.

On e l e c t i o n  day Aronson e a s i l y  d e f e a t e d  Young by 34,487 v o te s .  

Aronson was b e t t e r  known th ro u g h o u t  t h e  s t a t e  and was a more c o l o r ­

fu l  campaigner  th a n  h i s  opponent .  Many Republ icans  undoubted ly  

b e l i e v e d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  Aronson would have a b e t t e r  chance a g a i n s t  

Governor Bonner in  November. Aronson a l s o  had a b e t t e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  

and more money t o  spend.  In a campaign p r a c t i c a l l y  devoid  o f  i s s u e s

o t h e r  t h a n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  Bonner and h i s  p o l i c i e s ,  p e r s o n a l i t y  counted

3f o r  many v o t e s ,  and in  t h a t  depar tment Aronson was a c l e a r  winner .

Competi t ion  was keen in  t h e  f i r s t  Congress iona l  d i s t r i c t ,  as 

th e  incumbent,  Mike M a n s f i e ld ,  had j u s t  f i l e d  f o r  t h e  U.S. Sena te .  

This  l e f t  t h e  f i e l d  wide open.  W el l ing ton  D. Rankin,  W in f i e ld  Page,  

and Eldron Myrick a l l  f i l e d  f o r  t h e  Republ ican  nomination .  The 

c o n t e s t  q u i c k l y  b o i l e d  down to  a r a c e  between Rankin and Page.

Myrick,  w h i le  runn ing  on what  should  have been a p o p u la r  p la t fo rm  

o f  opposing  Truman's  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  w h i le  advoca t ing  farm p r i c e  2

2
J .  Hugo Aronson and L. 0. Brockman, The G a l lop ing  Swede 

(M issou la :  Mountain P re s s  P u b l i s h i n g  C o . , ,1970) ,  p. 99; The Helena 
P e o p l e ' s  V o ice , 4 J u l y  1952.

^The Helena Independen t  Record , 31 J u l y  1952; Waldron,  p. 348.
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s u p p o r t s  and b e t t e r  working c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  l a b o r ,  was neve r  a f a c t o r  

in  t h e  c o n t e s t . ^

Rankin r a n  p r i m a r i l y  on h i s  name and p a s t  r e c o r d .  He a l s o  

a t t a c k e d  Democrat ic  p o l i c y  in  Korea and used a " b r in g  t h e  boys home" 

theme. Page r a n  on h i s  r e c o rd  o f  t e n  y e a r s '  e x p e r i e n c e  as  a s t a t e  

l e g i s l a t o r .  S ince  he s e rv ed  as Republ ican  N ational  Committeeman, 

Rankin was a fo rm id a b le  opponent ,  b u t  Page gave him a l l  t h e  compet i­

t i o n  he wanted.  On e l e c t i o n  day Rankin edged Page by 1,071 v o te s .  

Myrick f i n i s h e d  a d i s t a n t  t h i r d .

The most  im p o r ta n t  p r im ary  r a c e  o f  1952 was t h e  c o n t e s t  f o r  

t h e  Democrat ic  nomination  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  Congress iona l  d i s t r i c t .

Paul Cannon, Edward Cook, Lee M e t c a l f ,  Bob Noonan, and W. J .  S u l l i v a n  

f i l e d  f o r  t h e  nom ina t ion .  In r e a l i t y ,  t h e  r a c e  was between Cannon 

and M e tc a l f ,  as  the  o t h e r  t h r e e  c a n d i d a t e s  were r e l a t i v e l y  unknown.^

The v o t e r  had l i t t l e  to  choose between Cannon, th e  l i e u t e n a n t  

governor  who had p r e v i o u s l y  se rved  in  both  houses o f  t h e  s t a t e  l e g i s ­

l a t u r e ,  and M e tc a l f ,  a s t a t e  Supreme Court  j u s t i c e  and a fo rmer  

member o f  t h e  Montana House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  Cannon had been a 

p o p u la r  and ou tspoken  l i e u t e n a n t  governor  and had b u i l t  a p o l i t i c a l  * * * *

^The Helena P e o p l e ' s  V o ice , 4 J u l y  1952.

^The Helena P e o p l e ' s  V o ice , 4 J u l y  1952; The G rea t  F a l l s
T r i b u n e , 4 June 1952; Waldron,  p. 346.

^The Helena P e o p l e ' s  V o ice , 4 J u l y  1952; B i l l i n g s  i n t e r v i e w .
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base  in  B u t t e ,  h i s  home town. M e t c a l f ' s  s u p p o r t  came from th e  s t a t e ' s  

powerful l a b o r  and farm o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  Most o f  h i s  l a b o r  s u p p o r t  was 

a l s o  c e n t e r e d  in  B u t t e .  The p o l i t i c a l  p h i lo s o p h i e s  o f  t h e  two c a n d i ­

d a t e s  were very  s i m i l a r .  Both were l i b e r a l s  and f a v o r i t e s  o f  l a b o r  

and f a rm e r s .  The f i n a l  r e s u l t  was one o f  t h e  c l o s e s t  e l e c t i o n s  in  

t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  Montana p o l i t i c s .  A f t e r  f i f t e e n  days and a r ec o u n t  

o f  t h e  b a l l o t s ,  M e tc a l f  was d e c l a r e d  t h e  winner  by f i f t y - f i v e  v o t e s .  

Cannon had l e d  a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  co u n t in g  o f  t h e  b a l l o t s .  The c l o s e s t  

o f  t h e  o t h e r  t h r e e  c a n d i d a t e s .  Bob Noonan, f i n i s h e d  8 ,000  vo tes  

beh ind t h e  w in n e r . ^

M e tc a l f  owed h i s  v i c t o r y  p r i m a r i l y  to  Cannon's  l a t e  e n t r y  i n t o  

th e  r a c e .  The l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e rn o r ,  s e e k in g  a more p r e s t i g i o u s  o f f i c e ,  

had h e s i t a t e d  in  choos ing  which c o n t e s t  to  e n t e r .  Some Democrats 

urged  him t o  run f o r  g o v e rn o r ,  o t h e r s  f o r  t h e  U.S. S e n a t e ,  b u t  Cannon 

f i n a l l y  s e t t l e d  on t h e  f i r s t  c o n g r e s s io n a l  s e a t  and f i l e d  f o r  i t  on ly  

a few hours  b e f o r e  t h e  d e a d l i n e .  By t h i s  t im e ,  M e tc a l f  a l r e a d y  had 

th e  s u p p o r t  o f  o rg a n iz e d  l a b o r  and t h e  farm o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  Even 

a f t e r  Cannon's  e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  r a c e ,  t h e s e  groups remained r e l a t i v e l y  

t r u e  to  M e t c a l f ,  a l th o u g h  Cannon d id  c a r r y  B u t t e  and S i l v e r  Bow 

county .  Cannon's pe r so n a l  f o l l o w in g  was g r e a t  enough t o  make the  7

7The G rea t  F a l l s  T r i b u n e , 7 August  1952; Waldron,  p. 346; 
B i l l i n g s  i n t e r v i e w ;  The B u t t e  Montana S ta n d a rd ,  5 June 1952.
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r a c e  ex t re m e ly  c l o s e ;  and had he won, l a b o r  and fa rm ers  undoubtedly
O

would have sup p o r ted  him g l a d l y .

On 25 August ,  Montana Republ icans  g a th e re d  in  Helena to  hold 

t h e i r  s t a t e  c o n v e n t io n .  While t h e  n a t i o n a l  p a r t y  had nominated 

Eisenhower ,  t h e  T a f t  wing o f  t h e  p a r t y  c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  Republican  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  in  Montana. The c o n s e r v a t i v e  wing o f  t h e  p a r t y  had 

in  f a c t  been in  c o n t r o l  a lm os t  c o n t in u o u s ly  s in c e  Joseph Dixon,  a 

p r o g r e s s i v e  Republican and a f o l l o w e r  o f  Theodore R o o s e v e l t ,  l o s t  h i s  

r e e l e c t i o n  b id  f o r  th e  gov e rn o r sh ip  in  1924. The e x t e n t  o f  co nse rva ­

t i v e  c o n t r o l  was ev idenced  by t h e  r i g h t i s t  f l a v o r  o f  t h e  speakers  

a t  t h e  co n v e n t io n .  S e n a to r  Zales  E c to n , a r i g h t - w i n g  i s o l a t i o n i s t  

and a f o l l o w e r  o f  both  T a f t  and Joseph McCarthy,  gave t h e  keynote 

a d d re s s .  Wesley D1 Ewart and Hugo Aronson,  both  c o n s e r v a t i v e s ,  a l s o

spoke.  W e l l ing ton  Rankin,  a more modera te  R epub l ican ,  was no t  asked

9t o  speak even though he was a n a t i o n a l  committeeman.

The Republican s t a t e  p l a t f o r m  was based on " h o n e s ty ,  i n t e g r i t y ,  

and economy." I t  d e a l t  p r i m a r i l y  w i th  s t a t e  i s s u e s  and s a i d  l i t t l e  

abou t  t h e  n a t i o n a l  s cene .  The p l a t f o r m  suppor ted  government spend ing ,  

when done p r o p e r l y .  I t  c a l l e d  f o r  an e f f i c i e n t  s t a t e  highway o r g a n i ­

z a t i o n  and th e  r ep ea l  o f  t h e  small t r a i l e r  t a x .  Dam development  was

O
B i l l i n g s  i n t e r v i e w ;  Harry B i l l i n g s  to  David E v e r e t t ,  16 Apr i l  

1976; Waldron,  p. 346.

9The Helena Independen t  Record, 25 August 1952.



16

s u p p o r t e d ,  b u t  t h e  ide a  o f  any type  o f  f e d e r a l  v a l l e y  a u t h o r i t y  in  

e i t h e r  t h e  Columbia o r  Missouri  Bas ins  was opposed.  Montana Repub­

l i c a n s  saw th e  n a t i o n a l  campaign i s s u e s  in  th e  same way as d id  t h e i r  

c o m p a t r io t s  na t ionw ide :  Korea , c o r r u p t i o n ,  Communism, and th e  need

f o r  a change.  Montana R epub l icans ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  Ecton and Rankin,  

were t o  h i t  hard  a t  t h e s e  i s s u e s  d u r in g  th e  upcoming cam pa ign .^

The Democrats he ld  t h e i r  s t a t e  conven t ion  a t  B i l l i n g s  on 

21 August .  The l i b e r a l  wing o f  t h e  p a r t y  was in  c o n t r o l ,  as  i t  

g e n e r a l l y  had been s i n c e  t h e  war.  While t h e  Republ icans  in  Montana 

were u n i t e d ,  t h e  Democra t ic  p a r t y  was s p l i t  by s e v e r a l  smal l  squabbles  

Some Democrats opposed th e  s t a t e  cha i rm an ,  Hjalmar Landoe, f e e l i n g  

he was too  c o n s e r v a t i v e  and too  c l o s e  t o  t h e  big  o i l  i n t e r e s t s .

O ther  Democrats had become d i s s a t i s f i e d  w i th  Governor Bonner and sup­

p o r te d  him w i th  on ly  mi ld  en thus ia sm .  Mike M ansf ie ld  d e l i v e r e d  the  

keynote  speech .  M ansf ie ld  was known f o r  a v o id ing  p a r t y  f i g h t s  and 

keeping a f o o t  in  both  camps,  and h i s  s e l e c t i o n  i n d i c a t e d  an a t t e m p t

to  s a t i s f y  everybody and a v o id .a n y  semblance o f  a s p l i t  w i t h i n  th e  

11p a r t y .

The Democrat ic  s t a t e  p l a t fo rm  la uded  Truman's l e a d e r s h i p ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  in  f o r e i g n  a f f a i r s .  I t  p r a i s e d  t h e  Democrat ic  p a r t y  f o r

10I b i d . , 26 August  1952.
11

i he B i l l i n g s  G a z e t t e ,  22 August  1952.
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having ex tended  farm p r i c e  s u p p o r t s  and c a l l e d  f o r  c o n t in u e d  deve lop­

ment o f  r u r a l  e l e c t r i f i c a t i o n .  Like t h e  n a t i o n a l  p l a t f o r m ,  i t  demanded 

t h e  r ep ea l  o f  t h e  T a f t - H a r t l e y  Act .  The na t ionw ide  i s s u e s  o f  the

Democrats were a l s o  t h e  i s s u e s  in  Montana; they  would run on t h e i r

12re c o rd  o f  t h e  p a s t  twen ty  y e a r s .  12

12I b i d . , 22 August  1952.



IV. THE PRESIDENTIAL CONTEST IN MONTANA

C ons ide r ing  t h a t  Montana had on ly  f o u r  e l e c t o r a l  v o t e s ,  both 

p a r t i e s  devoted  c o n s i d e r a b l e  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  s t a t e .  Both top  members 

o f  each p a r t y ' s  t i c k e t  v i s i t e d  Montana. Undoubtedly,  th e y  wanted 

Montana 's  e l e c t o r a l  v o t e s ,  b u t  th e y  were a l s o  i n t e r e s t e d  in  th e  U.S. 

S ena te  r a c e  in  t h e  s t a t e .  The c a n d i d a t e s  devoted n e a r l y  as much 

t ime t o  p r a i s i n g  t h e  S e n a t o r i a l  c a n d i d a t e s  o f  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  

p a r t i e s  as  th e y  d id  on t h e i r  own campaigns.  O v e r a l l ,  t h e  Republ icans  

s p e n t  more t ime campaigning in  t h e  s t a t e  than  d id  t h e  Democrats.

General Eisenhower v i s i t e d  Montana in  e a r l y  O c to b e r ,  making 

a w h i s t l e s t o p  t o u r  o f  t h e  s o u th e rn  p a r t  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  His t r i p  

a t t r a c t e d  l a r g e ,  e n t h u s i a s t i c  crowds,  which were matched on ly  by 

P r e s i d e n t  Truman 's .  R ichard  Nixon f lew  i n t o  th e  s t a t e  on 24 Sep­

tem ber ,  th e  day a f t e r  h i s  famous "Checkers" speech .  He d e l i v e r e d  

an a d d re s s  in  M isso u la ,  c a n c e l l e d  f o u r  o t h e r  s to p s  and th e n  f lew 

o f f  t o  meet  Eisenhower in  Wheel ing ,  West V i r g i n i a .  Due t o  i t s  t i m i n g ,  

t h e  Nixon v i s i t  r e c e iv e d  e x t e n s i v e  p r e s s  coverage .  Nixon r e tu r n e d  

t o  Montana in  e a r l y  November, p r i m a r i l y  a t  t h e  u rg ing  o f  S ena to r  

Zales  E c to n , who was in  a c l o s e  r a c e  f o r  r e e l e c t i o n .  N e i t h e r
\  i

Eisenhower nor Nixon missed  a chance t o  g iv e  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  t o  Ecton.

^The B u t t e  Montana S t a n d a r d , 24 September 1952; The Grea t  
F a l l s  T r i b u n e , 2 November 1952. For examples o f  E isenhow er ' s
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The Democrat ic  c a n d i d a t e s  d id  much l e s s  campaigning in

Montana. Adlai  S tevenson  v i s i t e d  on ly  B i l l i n g s ,  and even t h e r e

he gave no p o l i t i c a l  s p eech ,  on ly  a b r i e f  " o f f - t h e - c u f f "  t a l k  a t

a b r e a k f a s t  g iven  in  h i s  honor .  John Sparkman gave o n ly  one speech

in  t h e  s t a t e ,  p r i m a r i l y  t o  a i d  t h e  cause  o f  S e n a t o r i a l  c a n d i d a t e

Mike M ans f ie ld .  P r e s i d e n t  Truman d id  more campaigning in  Montana

than  e i t h e r  member o f  t h e  Democrat ic  t i c k e t .  Truman, whose o f f i c i a l

purpose f o r  t h e  v i s i t  was to  d e d i c a t e  Hungry Horse Dam, s p e n t  much

more t ime p r a i s i n g  M ansf ie ld  than  d id  t h e  p a r t y ' s  s t a n d a r d  b e a r e r s .

On e l e c t i o n  day ,  Eisenhower cap tu re d  59 .4  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  vo te  in
2

t h e  s t a t e ,  as  compared t o  a 55.1 p e r c e n t  s c o r e  n a t i o n a l l y .

While Montana v o t e r s  c o n s i s t e n t l y  back th e  winning P r e s i d e n t i a l  

c a n d i d a t e ,  they  a l s o  show a p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  v o t ing  a s p l i t  t i c k e t .  

P r e s i d e n t i a l  c o a t t a i l s  have had l i t t l e  e f f e c t  th ro u g h o u t  Montana 's  

p o l i t i c a l  h i s t o r y .  The 1952 e l e c t i o n  f i t  t h i s  p a t t e r n  as Montana 

v o t e r s  s u ppo r ted  Eisenhower w i th o u t  n e c e s s a r i l y  s u p p o r t i n g  o t h e r

Republ ican  c a n d i d a t e s .  Wesley D 'Ewart ,  t h e  b i g g e s t  Republ ican  winner  .
/

in  Montana,  came c l o s e  t o  matching E isenhower ' s  t o t a l  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  

Congress iona l  d i s t r i c t ,  t r a i l i n g  Eisenhower by a l i t t l e  more than * 2

r e c e p t i o n  in  Montana,  s ee  The Bozeman Daily  C h r o n i c l e , 5 October 1952; 
7 October  1952; and The B u t t e  Montana S t a n d a r d , 6 October  1952.

2The B i l l i n g s  G a z e t t e , 8 September 1952; The B u t t e  Montana 
S t a n d a r d , 30 October  1952; The G rea t  F a l l s  T r i b u n e , I October  1952;
2 October  1952; Bone, pp. 93,  57.
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1,000 v o t e s .  The o t h e r  Republican c a n d i d a t e s  t r a i l e d  t h e i r  s t a n d a r d  

b e a r e r  by anywhere from 11,000 vo te s  t o  30,000 v o t e s .  Th is  p a r t i c u ­

l a r l y  h u r t  t h e  Republ icans  in  t h e  Montana S ena te  c o n t e s t .  Although . 

h i s  c o a t t a i l s  were s h o r t ,  Eisenhower undoubted ly  d id  draw some vo tes  

in  Montana t o  t h e  Republ ican  column. Republican c a n d i d a t e s  c u t  deeper  

than  usua l  i n t o  Democrat ic  margins  o f  v i c t o r y .  Although t h e r e  were . 

o t h e r  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h i s  s h i f t ,  E i senhow er ' s  cand idacy  p layed  a r o l e ,
'i

too .

In Montana,  p e r s o n a l i t y  p la y s  as l a r g e  a r o l e  in  p o l i t i c s  as 

does p a r t y  a f f i l i a t i o n .  E isenhower ' s  p e r s o n a l i t y  was t h e  primary  

f a c t o r  in  h i s  v i c t o r y .  Everyone , i t  seemed,  l i k e d  Ike .  In 

e v a l u a t i n g  E isenhow er ' s  ca n d id a c y ,  fo rm er  Montana S e n a to r  Burton K. 

Wheeler  s t a t e d  t h a t  i f  t h e  gene ra l  won i t  would be "because  t h e  

m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  peop le  . . . want  a change.  I t  w o n ' t  be because  o f  

any g r e a t  en thus ia sm  f o r  Eisenhower ."  Wheeler  was wrong. In Montana,  

as  e l sew here  in  t h e  n a t i o n ,  E isenhow er ' s  p o p u l a r i t y  drew c o u n t l e s s  

v o te s  t o  t h e  gene ra l  b u t  n o t  t o  o t h e r  Republ ican  c a n d i d a t e s .  In 

a d d i t i o n ,  E isenhow er ' s  compromise w i th  T a f t ,  in  what Stevenson 

j e e r i n g l y  c a l l e d  t h e  " s u r r e n d e r  o f  Mornihgs ide H e ig h t s , "  made

^Waldron,  pp. 356,  358; B i l l i n g s  i n t e r v i e w .
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Eisenhower more a t t r a c t i v e  t o  Montana R epub l icans ,  who had suppor ted
4T a f t  t o  t h e  end a t  t h e  n a t i o n a l  co n v en t io n .

^The G rea t  F a l l s  T r i b u n e , 31 August  1952; Eugene H. Roseboom,
A H i s to r y  o f  P r e s i d e n t i a l  E l e c t i o n s  (New York: The Macmillan Company, 
1957) ,  pp . 518,  519; Payne,  pp. 226,  228.



V. THE U.S. SENATE CONTEST

Probably  t h e  most  im p o r t a n t  r a c e  in  Montana in  1952 was the  

U.S. S ena te  r a c e ,  which p i t t e d  incumbent Republican  Zales  Ecton 

a g a i n s t  t h e  Democrat ic  c h a l l e n g e r ,  Congressman Mike M ans f ie ld .  Both 

n a t i o n a l  p a r t i e s  were i n t e r e s t e d  in  t h e  c o n t e s t ,  as  c o n t r o l  o f  th e  

S ena te  depended upon s e v e r a l  key c o n t e s t s ,  o f  which Montana was one.  

At e l e c t i o n  t i m e ,  t h e  Democrats held a s l im  4 9 - to -4 7  advan tage  in  

t h e  S ena te .  Both p a r t i e s  went a l l  o u t  t o  ga in  v i c t o r y  in  t h i s  con­

t e s t .  They b rough t  in  o u t s i d e  s p e a k e r s ,  such as P r e s i d e n t  Truman, 

who made a tw e l v e - s t o p  t o u r  o f  Montana. P r e s i d e n t i a l  c a n d id a te s  

Eisenhower and S teve nson ,  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t i a l  c a n d i d a t e s  Nixon and 

Sparkman,  and S e n a to rs  Rober t  T a f t ,  Joseph McCarthy, Guy Gordon, 

E v e r e t t  D i rk sen ,  Paul Douglas,  and Es te s  Kefauver a l s o  stumped the  

s t a t e .  The Nat iona l  Republican S e n a t o r i a l  Committee c o n t r i b u t e d  

h e a v i l y  t o  t h e  Ecton campaign,  and Ecton was a b l e  t o  ou tspend  h is  

opponent .  All in  a l l ,  t h e  campaign was h o t l y  c o n t e s t e d  w i th  E c to n ' s  

campaign tu r n i n g  t o  smear t a c t i c s  as  t ime wore on. Ecton h im se l f  

d id  very  l i t t l e  d i r e c t l y  to  smear Congressman M ansf ie ld .  Nonethe­

l e s s ,  he was ,  in  a l l  l i k e l i h o o d ,  aware o f  what h i s  s u p p o r t e r s ,  most
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n o t i c e a b l y  h i s  own campaign team, were doing and could  have stopped 

t h e  smear had he wished t o  do so .

Za les  N. Ecton seems in  r e t r o s p e c t  t o  have been a p o l i t i c a l  

e x c e p t io n .  I n c r e d i b l y ,  he was t h e  f i r s t ,  and so f a r  t h e  o n ly .  

Republ ican  e v e r  s e n t  t o  t h e  U.S. S en a te  by th e  c i t i z e n s  o f  Montana 

s i n c e  t h e  s t a t e  began th e  d i r e c t  e l e c t i o n  o f  S ena to rs  in  1911. Ecton 

was born on 18 Apr i l  1898 in  Weldon, Iowa. When he was n i n e ,  h i s  

f am i ly  m ig ra te d  t o  Montana. He became a r a n c h e r  in  t h e  G a l l a t i n  

V al ley  and e n t e r e d  p o l i t i c s .  He se rved  in  th e  s t a t e  House o f  Repre­

s e n t a t i v e s  from 1933 to  1937,  then  was e l e c t e d  t o  th e  s t a t e  S e n a t e ,  

s e r v in g  t h e r e  u n t i l  1946. He had been chairman o f  t h e  s t a t e  Repub­

l i c a n  c e n t r a l  committee from 1940 to  1944. In 1946,  Ecton won th e  

Republican nominat ion f o r  t h e  U.S. S e n a t e ,  and in  th e  gene ra l  e l e c t i o n  

he d e f e a t e d  L e i f  E r i c k s o n ,  who had u p s e t  S en a to r  Burton Wheeler in  

t h e  Democrat ic  p r im ary .  Ecton was an ex treme c o n s e r v a t i v e  on domest ic  

i s s u e s  and an i s o l a t i o n i s t  in  f o r e i g n  a f f a i r s .  He had s p e n t  most o f  

h i s  s i x  y e a r s  in  t h e  S e n a t e  opposing e v e r y t h in g  Truman proposed .

^ " C o n t r ib u t i o n s  Made t o  t h e  Ecton f o r  S ena to r  Club ,"  pp. 1 -3 ,  
Box 5 ,  Za les  Ecton P a p e r s ,  Montana S t a t e  U n iv e r s i t y  L i b r a r y , Specia l  
C o l l e c t i o n s ,  Bozeman, Montana; h e r e a f t e r  c i t e d  as Ecton P a p e r s ;
K a r l i n ,  p. 116.
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The S e n a t o r  g e n e r a l l y  fo l lowed  t h e  l e a d  o f  S en a to r  Rober t  T a f t  and
O

was a l s o  a s t r o n g  backer  o f  Wisconsin S e n a to r  Joseph McCarthy.

Democrat ic  Congressman Mike M ansf ie ld  opposed E c to n 1s bid  f o r  

r e e l e c t i o n .  M a n s f i e ld ,  born in  New York C i ty  in  1903,  came t o  Montana 

a t  t h e  e a r l y  age o f  t h r e e .  For most o f  h i s  e a r l i e r  y e a r s ,  Mansf ie ld  

had l e d  a wandering  l i f e .  At age t h i r t e e n ,  he convinced  a Navy 

r e c r u i t e r  t h a t  he was o f  age and e n l i s t e d .  A f te r  h i s  d i s c h a r g e ,  he 

r e t u r n e d  to  Montana and worked as a ranchhand and a smelterman in  

t h e  B u t t e  mines .  He th e n  jo i n e d  th e  Army and upon h i s  d i s c h a r g e  

e n l i s t e d  in  t h e  Mar ines .  Return ing  a g a in  to  Montana,  M ansf ie ld  com­

p l e t e d  h i s  e d u c a t i o n ,  r e c e i v i n g  a high  school  diploma and a c o l l e g e  

d eg ree  a t  a lm os t  t h e  same t im e .  In t h e  p ro ces s  M ansf ie ld  met h i s  

f u t u r e  w i f e ,  Maureen Hayes. His w i fe  proved a s e t t l i n g  i n f l u e n c e  

on M a n s f i e ld ,  and he e n r o l l e d  a t  Montana S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  (now the  

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Montana) a t  M issou la .  He e v e n t u a l l y  ea rne d  an M.A. 

d eg ree  t h e r e  and s t a y e d  on a t  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y ,  t e a c h in g  h i s t o r y  and 

p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n c e .  In 1940 M ansf ie ld  ran  f o r  t h e  Democra t ic  nomi­

n a t i o n  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  Congress iona l  d i s t r i c t ,  f i n i s h i n g  t h i r d  o u t  o f  2

2
B io g ra p h ica l  D i r e c to ry  o f  t h e  American Congress ,  1774-1971 

(Washington,  D.C. :  U.S. Government P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ,  1971) ,  p. 897; 
h e r e a f t e r  c i t e d  as B io g ra p h ic a l  D i r e c t o r y ; K a r l i n ,  pp. 115,  116. For 
a s tu d y  o f  Ec ton1s 1946 v i c t o r y  over  E r i c k so n ,  see  Timothy John Carman, 
" S en a to r  Zales  E c to n : A Produc t  o f  Reac t ion"  (M.A. T h e s i s ,  Montana . 
S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  1971).
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f o u r  c a n d i d a t e s .  The Democrat ic  nominee,  J e r r y  O 'C o n n e l l ,  l o s t  to  

J e a n e t t e  Rankin;  and when she vo ted  a g a i n s t  war a f t e r  Pear l  Harbor ,  

t h e  way was open f o r  M ans f ie ld .  He won t h e  s e a t  in  1942 and was 

r e e l e c t e d  f o u r  t imes  in  s u c c e s s io n .  Through th e  y e a r s  t h e  Congress­

man had earned  a r e p u t a t i o n  as an ex t re m e ly  e f f i c i e n t  " e r r a n d  boy" 

f o r  h i s  c o n s t i t u e n t s .  He was a modera te  New Dealer  and enjoyed  

s t r o n g  l a b o r  s u p p o r t .  He dec ided  t o  g iv e  up h i s  s a f e  Congress iona l  

s e a t  — he won 60 p e r c e n t  o f  th e  v o te  i n  1950 — t o  c h a l l e n g e  Ecton.  

In r e t r o s p e c t ,  t h i s  e l e c t i o n  appea rs  as t h e  " c ro s s ro a d s "  o f  Mike
3

M a n s f i e l d ' s  b r i l l i a n t  c a r e e r .

A t h i r d  c a n d i d a t e ,  Lawrence L. P r i c e ,  ran  on th e  P r o g r e s s i v e  

t i c k e t .  This  p a r t y  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  remnants  o f  t h e  one formed by 

Henry Wallace f o r  t h e  1948 P r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n .  P r i c e ,  a Grea t  

F a l l s  c a r p e n t e r ,  r an  on a f o u r t e e n - p o i n t  p l a t f o r m ,  which was 

i s o l a t i o n i s t  in  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y ,  l i b e r a l  in  domest ic  p o l i c y ,  and 

c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  government to  be r e t u r n e d  to  th e  p eop le .  Some 

Democrats f e a r e d  t h a t  P r i c e  would t a k e  v o te s  away from M a n s f ie ld ,  

th u s  a s s u r i n g  E c t o n ' s  r e e l e c t i o n .  This  f e a r  proved unfounded ,  as

^ B iog raph ica l  D i r e c t o r y , p. 1335; K a r l i n ,  p. 116; Michael P. 
Malone and P i e r c e  C. Mullen ,  "Mansf ie ld  o f  Montana" (ms i n  a u t h o r ' s  
p o s s e s s i o n ,  1971) ,  pp.  3 ,  5.
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P r i c e  p o l l e d  on ly  1,826 v o te s  in  th e  ge n e ra l  e l e c t i o n  and was never  a 

major  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  campaign .^

M a n s f i e l d ' s  o r i g i n a l  s t r a t e g y  was s imple .  He launched  an 

e x t e n s i v e  campaign,  c r i s s - c r o s s i n g  Montana and v i s i t i n g  eve ry  town 

and person  he cou ld  meet .  By t h e  end o f  t h e  campaign,  he had t r a v e l e d  

39 ,842 m i le s  and g iven  over  300 s p eech e s .  But M a n s f i e l d ' s  main con­

c e n t r a t i o n  was on shak ing  hands and meeting  people .  He ignored  h i s  

opponent ,  even d u r in g  most  o f  t h e  smear campaign d i r e c t e d  a g a i n s t  

him. ^

M ansf ie ld  argued  t h a t  t h e  v o t e r s  should  ju dge  t h e  c a n d id a te s  

on t h e i r  r e c o r d s ,  and he r an  on h i s  r e c o r d  as a Congressman.  He used 

h i s  p r e v i o u s l y  t e s t e d  s lo g a n  o f  "The Can-do Candidate  w i th  th e  Can­

d id  Record ,"  He p layed  up t h e  f o u r  dams (Hungry Horse ,  Canyon F e r ry ,  

T i b e r ,  and M i s s o u r i - S o u r i s ) which th e  f e d e r a l  government had b u i l t  

in  Montana d u r in g  h i s  t e n u r e ,  and he p o in t e d  to  th e  $4 .5  m i l l i o n  

V e t e r a n ' s  H osp i ta l  in  Miles C i ty  and t h e  smokejumper school  a t  

M issou la .  Sa id  M ans f ie ld :  "What has been fo remost  w i th  me s i n c e

I have been i n  Congress has been 'wha t  can I do f o r  t h e  peop le  o f  

M on tana? ' . "  M ansf ie ld  had tu rn ed  down P r e s i d e n t  Truman's  o f f e r  o f  * 5

^The Helena P e o p l e ' s  V o ice , 13 June 1952; 18 J u l y  1952;
Waldron,  p. 358.

5
The G rea t  F a l l s  T r i b u n e , 2 November 1952; E r n e s t  Immel, 

"Montana This Week" in  The Harlowton Times , 25 September 1952.
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an appo in tm en t  as A s s i s t a n t  S e c r e t a r y  in  t h e  S t a t e  Department ,

c l a im in g  t h a t  h i s  f i r s t  du ty  was to  t h e  peop le  o f  Montana and to

6c o n t in u e  working f o r  t h e i r  b e n e f i t .

The Congressman's  crowning achievement was Hungry Horse Dam. 

The ide a  f o r  th e  dam had o r i g i n a t e d  w i th  e d i t o r  H. J .  K e l ly  o f  

Lewis town. As th e  dam neared  c o m p le t io n ,  K e l l y ' s  son n o te d ,  in . 

r e p l y  to  E c t o n ' s  s u g g e s t i o n  t h a t  t h e  dam be named f o r  K e l ly ,  t h a t  

"Congressman M ansf ie ld  has perhaps  done more than  anyone I know to  

a s s u r e  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  dam." Econom ica l ly ,  t h e  dam was a boon 

t o  Montana. I t s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  meant  employment f o r  2 ,500  men, with  

a monthly  p a y ro l l  o f  o ve r  $1 .5  m i l l i o n .  The dam would a l s o  make a 

l a r g e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  power pool o f  t h e  n o r th w e s te rn  United . 

S t a t e s . ^

M a n s f i e l d ' s  p r e s t i g e  i n c r e a s e d  f u r t h e r  when P r e s i d e n t  Truman 

came t o  Montana t o  d e d i c a t e  th e  s t r u c t u r e .  Montana 's  s e n i o r  S e n a t o r ,  

James Murray, a l s o  p layed  a majo r  r o l e  in  g e t t i n g  Truman t o  come to  

Montana, b u t  t h e  show d e f i n i t e l y  belonged  to .Mike M an s f ie ld .  Truman 

l a v i s h l y  p r a i s e d  M an s f ie ld ;  * *

^The B i l l i n g s  G a z e t t e , 3 October  1952; Malone and Mullen ,  
pp . 2 ,  3;  K a r l i n ,  p. 116; The Grea t  F a l l s  T r i b u n e , 17 September 1952; 
C u r re n t  B io g raphy , Apr i l  1952, p. 402.

^The G rea t  F a l l s  T r i b u n e , 14 August  1952; 23 June 1952; 2 J u ly
1952.
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Mike M ansf ie ld  led  t h e  f i g h t  f o r  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  which 
was passed  in  1944 t o  a u t h o r i z e  th e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  
Hungry Horse Dam. During t h e  E i g h t i e t h  Congress he 
fo u g h t  in  t h e  House and b e f o r e  t h e  S ena te  A p p ro p r ia t i o n s  
Committee a g a i n s t  Republican s l a s h e s  in  th e  funds  needed 
to  b u i l d  i t .

At Havre,  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  c o n t in u e d ,  "Mike Mansf ie ld  i s  a c r e d i t  to  

Montana and t o  t h e  whole United S t a t e s .  He has a r e c o r d  t o  be proud 

o f . " 8 9

Truman d id  n o t  h e s i t a t e  to  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  such b e n e f i t s  would 

n o t  be fo r thcom ing  i f  Republ icans  were e l e c t e d .  At Libby,  th e  P r e s i ­

d en t  s t a t e d :  " I f  t h e  Republican P a r ty  g e t s  in  I w o u l d n ' t  be s u r p r i s e d

i f  they  t u r n  Hungry Horse Dam over  t o  t h e  Montana Power Company. As 

f o r  Libby Dam, you might  as  well  f o r g e t  i t . "  S ince  Montana Power was

w ide ly  d i s t r u s t e d  in  t h e  s t a t e ,  i t  was d o u b t fu l  t h a t  anyone in  th e

9P r e s i d e n t ' s  aud ience  missed  th e  p o i n t .

Ecton d id  h i s  b e s t  to  t a k e  t h e  s p o t l i g h t  a t  Hungry Horse away 

from M ansf ie ld .  This  proved somewhat d i f f i c u l t  as  t h e  S e n a t o r ,  

d e s p i t e  h i s  membership on th e  Sena te  A p p ro p r ia t i o n s  Committee,  had 

done l i t t l e  to  speed  c o n s t r u c t i o n  on t h e  dam, and a t  one p o i n t  had 

been w i l l i n g  t o  l e t  one o f  th e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  b i l l s  f o r  i t  d i e  in

8The New York T im es , 2 October  1952; I October  1952.

9The New York Times , 2 October  1952. For one such p lan  of  
s e l l i n g  government b u i l t  dams to  power companies ,  s e e  "How to  End 
S o c i a l i s m  in  U .S . , "  The U.S. News and World R e p o r t , September 25,  
1952,  p.  35.
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committee.  Ecton s u g g e s te d  t h a t  t h e  name o f  t h e  dam be changed to

Kelly  Dam in  o r d e r  to  honor t h e  o r i g i n a t o r  o f  t h e  dam's id e a .  K e l l y 1

s o n ' s  r e p l y  was a p e r f e c t  sque lch  and t y p i c a l  o f  t h e  r e a c t i o n  to  th e

S e n a t o r ' s  s u g g e s t i o n .  The s u g g e s t io n  q u i c k ly  drowned in  a sea  of  
10p u b l i c  p r o t e s t .

Having f a i l e d  i n  t h a t ,  Ecton t r i e d  a d i f f e r e n t  t a c k .  He

charged  t h a t  M ansf ie ld  was f o r  Mike M a n s f i e ld ,  no t  t h e  peop le  o f

Montana. I f  he was f o r  Montana,  Ecton wondered a l o u d ,  why d id  he

g e t  o f f  t h e  House I n t e r i o r  Committee,  where he could  do much to

o v e r s e e  programs which would b e n e f i t  t h e  s t a t e ,  in  o r d e r  t o  j o i n  th e

House Fore ign  A f f a i r s  Committee? The S e n a to r  p o in t e d  to  h i s  own

membership on th e  S ena te  I n t e r i o r  and A p p ro p r ia t i o n s  Committees. He

was th e  f i r s t  Montanan in  f o r t y  y e a r s  t o  s e rv e  on t h e  l a t t e r .  Said

S t a t e  Republ ican  Chairman George M. Gossman o f  E c ton ‘ s committee

as s ig n m e n ts :  "His committee memberships a lone  have been worth many

thousands  o f  d o l l a r s  to  t h e  v o t e r s  o f  h i s  s t a t e  th rough  t h e  wise

11d e c i s i o n s  he has made a f f e c t i n g  Montana and i t s  deve lopm en t ."

^ T h e  G rea t  F a l l s  T r i b u n e , 14 August  1952; 14 O ctober  1952.
For an example o f  t h e  p r o t e s t  to  E c to n 1s s u g g e s t i o n ,  s e e  Mrs. Ann 
S h a r r  to  Oscar Chapman, S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r ,  12 August  1952, 
Ecton P a p e r s ,  Box 6. One a n t i - E c t o n  e d i t o r  noted t h a t  t h e  su g g e s t io n  
was t h e  f i r s t  p o s i t i v e  a c t i o n  t h e  S e n a to r  had taken  in  r e g a r d  to  th e  
dam. The Columbia F a l l s  Hungry Horse News, 17 October  1952.

^ The Helena Independent  Record , 27 October 1952; The Grea t  
F a l l s  T r i b u n e , 21 August  1952.
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For E c to n , however,  th e  main i s s u e  was Communist s u b v e r s io n

a t  home and th e  t h r e a t  o f  Communist expansion  abroad .  E c t o n 1s cho ice

of. Communism as a c e n t r a l  campaign i s s u e  was no t  s u r p r i s i n g .  The

McCarthy e r a  had begun,  and th e  Republican n a t io n a l  conven t ion  had

made i t  a f e a t u r e  i s s u e .  To many R ep u b l ican s ,  Communism was j u s t

t h a t ,  an i s s u e  t o  win a p o l i t i c a l  b a t t l e .  S en a to r  Joseph McCarthy,

f o r  example ,  had begun e a r l i e r  to  hammer away a t  t h a t  i s s u e  a f t e r

i t  was su g g e s te d  d u r ing  a d in n e r  in  a Washington r e s t a u r a n t  as a way

f o r  McCarthy t o  win r e e l e c t i o n .  To Ecton i t  was more than  a p o l i t i c a l

i s s u e ;  i t  was a c r u s a d e ,  a b a t t l e  in  which d e f e a t  meant  t h e  u l t i m a t e

d e f e a t  o f  th e  United  S t a t e s .  Ecton had s t y l e d  h i s  1946 campaign as

a b a t t l e  a g a i n s t  Communist i n t e r e s t s ,  and th e  1952 e l e c t i o n  was no

d i f f e r e n t .  There was very  l i t t l e  h y p o c r i s y  in E c to n ; he simply

b e l i e v e d  in  h i s  cause .  U n f o r tu n a t e ly ,  as  o u t s i d e  sp e a k e r s  e n t e r e d

Montana t o  speak  on h i s  b e h a l f  and t h e  campaign grew more in tense , ,

12t h e  Ecton campaign became a smear a g a i n s t  M ansf ie ld .

Smear campaigns were n o th in g  new to  Montana p o l i t i c s .  They 

had been f a i r l y  common in  t h e  f i r s t  s e v e r a l  decades o f  t h e  c e n tu ry .

As a r u l e ,  they  had been run  by th e  Anaconda Company t o  keep i t s  

opponents o u t  o f  o f f i c e .  Burton Whee le r ,  f o r  example,  had been 

th e  v i c t i m  o f  such a campaign in h i s  1920 b id  f o r  th e  g o v e rn o r s h ip .  12

12 ■

Rober t  G r i f f i t h ,  The P o l i t i c s  o f  Fear (Lex ing ton :  U n iv e r s i t y  
P re s s  o f  Kentucky,  1970) ,  pp. l l n ,  30.
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In t h e  Ecton - M ansf ie ld  c o n t e s t ,  however,  th e  Anaconda Company

remained n e u t r a l . The Republ icans  a lo n e  were r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  the
13smears o f  M ansf ie ld .

E c t o n ' s  f i r s t  s t e p  was to  t i e  M ansf ie ld  to  t h e  Truman adm in is ­

t r a t i o n ,  a l low ing  t h e  S e n a to r  to  blame h i s  opponent  f o r  a l l  o f  the  

problems f a c i n g  America.  This proved e a s y ,  f o r  M ansf ie ld  was w idely  

known as a Truman s u p p o r t e r  and he made no e f f o r t  t o  d i s a s s o c i a t e  

h im s e l f  from e i t h e r  Truman o r  New D e a l - F a i r  Deal p h i lo so p h y .  The 

a t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  Ecton1 camp was summed up by J . H. Morrow, E c to n ' s  

campaign manager,  who w ro te :  " M a n s f i e l d ' s  r e c o rd  has been simply

t h a t  o f  a s tooge  f o r  and on b e h a l f  o f  t h e  Truman-Acheson-Sta te Depart  

ment p o l i c y  and he has p a r r o t t e d  t h e  l i n e  o f  Henry Wal lace . . . . "  

This opened up s e v e r a l  avenues o f  a t t a c k  f o r  Ec ton , and t h e  smear 

campaign was underway.^

Ecton a t t a c k e d  what  he c a l l e d  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s  "phony 

p r o s p e r i t y . "  D o l l a r  b i l l s ,  t h e  S e n a to r  c l a im e d ,  were worth  only  

f i f t y  c e n t s .  I f  t h e  p r e s e n t  f i s c a l  p o l i c i e s  were c o n t i n u e d ,  the  

government would go b a n k r u p t ,  Ecton b e l i e v e d .  T y p i c a l l y , th e  S ena to r  13 14

13Malone and Roeder , Montana: A H i s t o r y , p. 220; J .  H. Morrow, 
J r .  t o  H. L. Hunt,  10 October  1952, p. I ,  Box 5 ,  Ecton Papers .

14
J .  H. Morrow, J r .  t o  Will iam C o l l e y ,  13 September 1952,

Box 5,  Ecton P apers .  See a l s o  Will iam D. M i l l e r ,  "Montana and the  
S p e c t e r  o f  McCarthy!sm, 1952-1954" (M.A. T h e s i s ,  Montana S t a t e  
U n i v e r s i t y ,  1969).
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blamed th e  whole problem on t h e  Korean War, a rgu ing  t h a t  t h e  adm in is ­

t r a t i o n ' s  s o - c a l l e d  p r o s p e r i t y  was based  upon war.

The S e n a to r  a t t a c k e d  M ansf ie ld  f o r  be ing  l a x  in  t h e  f i g h t  

a g a i n s t  Communism a t  home. Morrow noted  t h a t  M ansf ie ld  had voted 

a g a i n s t  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  f o r  the  House Un-American A c t i v i t i e s  Committee 

and a l o y a l t y  check on f e d e r a l  employees.  The Ecton campaign s t a f f  

p repa red  a pamphlet  comparing M a n s f i e l d ' s  r o l l  c a l l  vo te s  w i th  those  

o f  Vito  M arcan ton io , a noted  s o c i a l i s t  Congressman from New York Ci ty .  

According t o  t h i s  pam phle t ,  in  two s e s s i o n s  o f  th e  E i g h t i e t h  Congress 

and two s e s s i o n s  o f  t h e  E i g h t y - f i r s t  Congress ,  t h e r e  had been 406 

r o l l  c a l l  v o t e s .  M ansf ie ld  and Marcantonio  had voted  a l i k e  238 

t im e s .  The pamphlet  broke th e  v o te s  down by s e s s i o n s .  What i t  d id  

n o t  do was no te  t h e  c o n t e n t  o f  t h e  b i l l s  on which M ansf ie ld  and 

Marcan tonio  had voted  a l i k e .  In t h e  second s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  E igh ty-  

f i r s t  C ongres s , f o r  example ,  both had vo te d  w i th  the  m a j o r i t y  to  

d e f e a t  a b i l l  c a l l i n g  f o r  th e  d i r e c t  e l e c t i o n  o f  P r e s i d e n t s ,  . and'both  

had vo ted  f o r  p ro v id in g  a l low ances  f o r  t h e  dependents  o f  e n l i s t e d  

men, which passed  unanimously .  N e i t h e r  o f  th e s e  v o te s  showed

^ T h e  B i l l i n g s  G a z e t t e , 23 September 1952;. The B u t t e  Montana 
S ta n d a rd ,  15 September 1952; The L iv in g s to n  E n t e r p r i s e ,  22 September 
1952.
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M ansf ie ld  t o  be l a x  on Communism. In t h i s  way, t h e  Ecton people 

d i s t o r t e d  t h e  truth. '*'®

A Republican "Truth  Squad" added i t s  a t t a c k  on M a n s f i e l d ' s

l a x n e ss  in  f i g h t i n g  Communism. This "Truth  Squad" , c o n s i s t i n g  o f  '

S en a to rs  Homer Ferguson o f  Michigan ,  F r a n c i s  Case o f  South Dakota,

and Bourke H icken looper  o f  Iowa, fo l low ed  P r e s i d e n t  Truman i n t o  th e

s t a t e .  They came, th e y  s a i d ,  to  s e t  t h e  r e c o rd  s t r a i g h t .  Said

Ferguson,  "I know o f  n o th ing  he [Mansf ie ld]  has done t o  r i d  t h e  U.S.

government o f  Communism." Ecton claimed t h a t  th e  Communist Daily

17Worker had "head l in ed "  h i s  opponent .

E c t o n ' s  major  a t t a c k  came on M a n s f i e l d ' s  a l l e g e d  r o l e  in  the  

l o s s  o f  China t o  th e  Communists. Ectpn tagged  h i s  opponen t  as  "China 

Mike," a l a b e l  f i r s t  used by Ralph McGinnis, M a n s f i e ld ' s  1950 Congres 

s i o n a l  opponent .  M ansf ie ld  had to u re d  China in  1944 a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  

o f  P r e s i d e n t  F r a n k l in  Rooseve l t .  Ecton a t t a c k e d  M a n s f i e ld ,  though 

n o t  by name, f o r  h i s  e f f o r t s  a f t e r  t h e  t o u r  t o  p r e s s u r e  Chiang 

Kai-Shek i n t o  a l lo w in g  Communists i n t o  t h e  Chinese government and 

f o r  h i s  l a b e l i n g  th e  Chinese Communists as  " a g r a r i a n  r e f o r m e r s . "

^ J .  H. Morrow, J r .  t o  Wil l iam B r o l i n ,  18 September 1952,
Box 5;  B. Jo Hoppin t o  Mrs. H. A. Madson, 25 October  1952,  Box 5;
R. E. Bodley t o  Mrs. F. L. H ir schy j I l  October  1952, Box 5;  "Mansf ie ld 
Voting Record,"  Box 9,  Ecton Papers .

^ The G rea t  F a l l s  T r i b u n e , 3 October  1952; The M issoula  Daily 
M is s o u l i a n ,  14 October 1952.
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M a n s f ie ld ,  s a i d  E c t o n , "canno t  e scape  h i s  s h a r e  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y

f o r  Communist domination  o f  China and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  ' a g r a r i a n

18r e f o r m e r s '  a r e  now k i l l i n g  American boys ."

This  charge  t y p i f i e d  t h e  Ecton campaign.  The a c c u s a t i o n  held 

an e l em en t  o f  t r u t h ,  b u t  was o v e r s i m p l i f i e d  and o n e - s id e d .  Mansfie ld  

had indeed  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Chinese Communists as  a g r a r i a n  r e f o r m e rs ,  

b u t  in  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  t r y i n g  to  s e p a r a t e  them from Moscow dominat ion.  

F u r t h e r ,  t h i s  was a commonly h e ld  b e l i e f  in  th e  war y e a r s  o f  1944-45,  

when t h e  Chinese Communists were doing more t o  f i g h t  t h e  Japanese  

and thus  a i d  t h e  U.S. war e f f o r t  than  was Chiang.  M a n s f i e ld ,  in  th e  

same s p eech ,  had a l s o  s t a u n c h l y  defended Chiang,  s ay ing  t h a t  he was 

t h e  one man who cou ld  u n i t e  China and t h a t  he was a d i c t a t o r  in  

name o n l y . ^

From t h e  charges  on China ,  Ecton was only  a smal l  s t e p  away 

from blaming M ansf ie ld  f o r  Korea , and he e a s i l y  took t h a t  s t e p .

Korea was a mess,  and Ecton b e l i e v e d  t h a t  M ansf ie ld  d ese rved  a l a r g e  

p a r t  o f  t h e  blame.  As noted above ,  Ecton blamed M ansf ie ld  f o r  the * 19

I  O
Malone and Mullen ,  p. 8 ;  The G rea t  F a l l s  T r i b u n e , 4 October 

1952; The Missoula  Daily  M is s o u l i a n , 5 October  1952; " I s s u e s  o f  the  
1950 C ongress iona l  Campaign," p r i n t e d  copy o f  speech g iven  by Ralph 
McGinnis t o  Montana S t a t e  Republican Convent ion ,  Helena ,  Montana,
19 August  1950,  Box 9 ,  Ecton Papers .

19 U . S . , Congress ,  House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  Congressman 
M ansf ie ld  r e p o r t i n g  on "China and Her Problems,  M i l i t a r y  and 
P o l i t i c a l , "  79th  Conq. ,  1 s t  s e s s . , 16 Jan u a ry  1945,  Congress iona l  
Record 91 ( P a r t  1 ) :  279-282.
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f a c t  t h a t  Chinese s o l d i e r s  were k i l l i n g  American t r o o p s .  What he 

d id  n o t  n o te  was t h a t  t h e  s t r a t e g y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  Chinese i n t e r ­

v e n t io n  i n  Korea had been concoc ted  p r i m a r i l y  by General Douglas 

MacArthur, a hero  to  r i g h t  wing Republ icans  l i k e  Ec ton . Most Repub­

l i c a n s  q u i c k l y  and e a s i l y  f o r g o t  t h i s  as  th e y  r a l l i e d  behind  the
on

g e n e r a l 1s c a l l  f o r  an a l l - o u t  e f f o r t  t o  win th e  war.

The Republ ican  p a r t y  p rov ided  Ecton w i th  p l e n t y  o f  he lp  by 

b r i n g i n g  numerous o u t s i d e  speake rs  i n t o  Montana. On 14 O ctober ,  

t h e  king  o f  innuendo,  Wisconsin S en a to r  Joseph McCarthy,  came to  

Missoula  to  speak  on E c ton1s b e h a l f .  A f t e r  th e  usual  a t t a c k s  on th e  

S t a t e  Department and th e  Truman a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  McCarthy tu rn ed  to  

th e  S ena te  c o n t e s t  in  Montana. The S e n a to r  d e p i c te d  t h e  Daily  Worker 

as p r a i s i n g  M a n s f i e l d ' s  r e p o r t  on China.  M a n s f ie ld ,  s a i d  McCarthy, 

was " e i t h e r  s t u p i d  o r  a d u p e . " Of E c to n , he s a i d ,  h i s  "on ly  crime 

i s  t h a t  he i s  f i r s t  and l a s t  f o r  Amer ica."  S ena to r  Rober t  T a f t ,

"Mr. R epub l ican , "  a l s o  p u t  in an appea rance  t o  a i d  E c to n . He cla imed 

t h a t  t h e  Sena te  needed Ecton and t h a t  he wanted to  he lp  Ecton in  h i s  

f i g h t .  T a f t  then  tu rn e d  on M a n s f i e ld ,  a t t a c k i n g  h i s  China r e p o r t . * 21

on
J .  H. Morrow, J r .  t o  M. K. Gordon, 25 October  1952,  Box 5,  

Ecton P ape r s ;  The Missoula  Daily M i s s o u l i a n , 5 October  1952.

21The Missoula  Daily  M i s s o u l i a n , 15 October 1952; The B i l l i n g s  
G a z e t t e ,  27 October  1952.
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Many o f  t h e  s p e a k e r s  avoided  a t t a c k i n g  M ansf ie ld  d i r e c t l y  and

c o n c e n t r a t e d ,  i n s t e a d ,  on p r a i s i n g  E c ton . S ena to r  Eugene Miliken  o f

Colorado s e t  t h e  to n e  o f  t h e s e  speeches  when he s t a t e d :  llEcton s t a n d s

l i k e  G i b r a l t a r  a g a i n s t  Trumanism . . . and c a l l e d  Ecton "a man

f i r e d  w i th  p a t r i o t i c  z e a l . 11 Eisenhower and Nixon both  l e n t  t h e i r

s u p p o r t  t o  E c t o n ' s  cause .  They,  t o o ,  c o n c e n t r a t e d  on p r a i s i n g  Ecton

and r e f r a i n e d  from a t t a c k i n g  M ans f ie ld .  C ons ider ing  N ixon 's  p rev ious

r e c o rd  in  r e g a rd  t o  t h e  i s s u e  o f  Communism, t h i s  was something o f  a

s u r p r i s e .  Even when t h e  speake rs  d id  n o t  v e r b a l l y  a s s a u l t  M a n s f ie ld ,

22
t h e  to n e  was s t i l l  one o f  a c ru s a d e  a g a i n s t  Communism.

The sp e a k e r  who c r e a t e d  t h e  most  c o n t ro v e r s y  in  t h e  smear 

campaign was Harvey Matusow, a p r o t e g e  o f  S ena to r  Joseph McCarthy. 

Matusow had j o i n e d  t h e  Communist P a r ty  in  America as a young man and 

then  had become an F .B . I . ,  in fo rm er .  He had made a name f o r  h im se l f  ; 

by t e s t i f y i n g ,  o f t e n  f a l s e l y ,  b e f o r e  grand  j u r i e s  and Congress ional  

i n v e s t i g a t i n g  committees  as an e x p e r t  on Communist s u b v e r s i o n  in 

America.  Through h i s  t e s t im o n y ,  he had become a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  

McCarthy. Matusow l a t e r  cl aimed he came t o  Montana a t  McCarthy's  

r e q u e s t  t o  campaign,  n o t  f o r  Ectori, b u t  a g a i n s t  M ans f ie ld .  Matusow 

a l l e g e d  t h a t  McCarthy had t o l d  him t h a t  i f  Mansf ie ld  was e l e c t e d ,

^ The Missoula  Daily  M i s s o u l i a n , 14 October 1952; 25 September 
1952; The B i l l i n g s  G a z e t t e , 6 October  1952; 21 October  1952; The 
G rea t  F a l l s  T r i b u n e , 2 November 1952; The Bozeman D a i ly  C h r o n i c l e ,
5 October  1952.
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"you migh t  j u s t  as  wel l  have an ad m i t t e d  Communist in  t h e  S e n a t e ,
23

i t ' s  t h e  same d i f f e r e n c e . "

While Matusow c laimed t o  have come t o  Montana a t  McCarthy's

r e q u e s t ,  i n  t r u t h  E c ton ' s  s t a f f  had r e q u e s t e d  McCarthy t o  send

Matusow. E c t o n ' s  s t a f f ,  however, d id  n o t  want  i t  t o  appea r  t h a t  they

were sp o n so r in g  Matusow's t o u r  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  The Ecton people

a p p a r e n t l y  f e l t  Matusow would be more e f f e c t i v e  i f  he d id  n o t  appea r

to  be a p a r t i s a n  sp e a k e r .  I f  t h e  t o u r  shou ld  b a c k f i r e ,  t h e r e  would

be no d i r e c t  t i e  to  Ec ton . T h e r e f o re ,  V. 0. Overcash ,  t h e  G la c i e r

County Republ ican  Chairman and a fo rmer  commander o f  t h e  Montana

American L eg ion , formed a f r o n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  th e  Montana C i t i z e n s

24f o r  Americanism, t o  sponso r  Matusow.

Matusow's speeches  and s t y l e  changed l i t t l e  between Grea t  

F a l l s ,  B i l l i n g s ,  and seven o t h e r  Montana towns. His speeches  s t a r t e d  

w i th  t h e  gene ra l  theme o f  Communist s u b v e r s io n  in  America,  and 

Matusow would make up cha rges  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  h i s  p o i n t .  Arguing t h a t  

t h e  media was Communist c o n t r o l l e d ,  Matusow charged t h a t  126 dues-  

paying Communists worked on th e  Sunday s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  New York Times. 23 24

23Harvey Matusow, F a l s e  Witness.  (New York: Cameron & Kahn, 
1955),  pp . 23-32 ,  65-161,  166; Malone and Mul len ,  p. 10.

24
J e r r y  B. House to  J .  H. Morrow, J r . ,  18 September 1952, 

p. 2 ,  Box 4;  [ J e r r y  B. House?] to  J .  H. Morrow, J r . ,  20 September
1952,  Box 5 ;  J .  H. Morrow, J r .  t o  J e r r y  B. House,  10 October  1952,
p. 2 ,  Box 5 ,  Ecton P a p e r s ;  The Cut Bank P io n ee r  P r e s s , 7 August 1952;
21 August  1952.
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I t  was l a t e r  shown t h a t  t h e  Sunday s e c t i o n  employed fewer  than  100 

peop le .  A f t e r  t h e  gene ra l  t a l k  came th e  smear o f  M a n s f i e l d , though 

h i s  name was n o t  mentioned:  "You have a Congressman h e r e ,  I d o n ' t

know i f  h e ' s  runn ing  f o r  o f f i c e  t h i s  y e a r  . . . Then came th e  

smear based on th e  "b ig  l i e " :  " m is le ad in g  s t a t e m e n t s  from Communist

p u b l i c a t i o n s , q u o t a t i o n s  o u t  o f  c o n t e x t ,  g u i l t  by a s s o c i a t i o n . "  

Matusow o f f e r e d  "documented p r o o f , "  im p o s s ib l e  f o r  h i s  aud ience  to  

r e a d ,  l e t  a lo n e  v e r i f y .  He l a t e r  a d m i t t e d  t h a t  th e  "p roof"  was a 

f r a u d .  The whole O p e ra t io n  was p re p a re d  by members o f  McCarthy's  

s t a f f . 25

A f t e r  Matusow1s Grea t  F a l l s  s p e e c h ,  h i s  f i r s t  in  th e  s t a t e ,  

some peop le  s e n t  up howls o f  p r o t e s t .  They a t t a c k e d  t h e  American 

Legion f o r  sponso r ing  such an i r r e s p o n s i b l e  s p eak e r .  The Legion 

dodged th e  i s s u e  and then  den ied  any s p o n so r s h ip  o f  Matusow. A 

newspaper a d v e r t i s e m e n t  f o r  Matusow's, G rea t  F a l l s  speech  cla imed 

s p o n s o r s h ip  by t h e  Legion,  and t h e  Legion could  no t  g e t  around t h a t .  

Overcash t r i e d  t o  save  t h e  Legion by s t a t i n g  t h a t  th e  Legion had no t  

g iven  s u p p o r t  and t h a t  Matusow was sponsored  by th e  Montana C i t i z e n s  

f o r  Americanism. The e p i so d e  d id  l i t t l e  e x c e p t  g iv e  Matusow more 

p u b l i c i t y ,  focus  some a t t e n t i o n  on t h e  Montana C i t i z e n s  f o r

O C
43The Grea t  F a l l s  T r i b u n e , 15 October  1952; Matusow, pp. 167- 

169; Malone and M ullen ,  p. 10.
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Americanism, and,  p e rh a p s ,  remove some o f  t h e  ha lo  around Harvey

Matusow, t h e  e x p e r t  on Communist s u b v e r s io n .  °

The Democrats ,  as  a r u l e ,  d id  l i t t l e  t o  c o u n t e r a c t  Matusow,

b e l i e v i n g  t h a t  t h e  gene ra l  p u b l i c  would n o t  be taken  i n  by such

o b v io u s ly  i r r e s p o n s i b l e  comments. Matusow r e i n f o r c e d  t h a t  idea  by

q u ic k ly  becoming invo lved  in  a c o n t r o v e r s y  w i th  t h e  Farmers Union.

In one o f  h i s  s p e e c h e s ,  Matusow accused  th e  Farmers Union o f  being a

Communist o r g a n i z a t i o n .  The Farmers Union promptly c h a l l e n g e d  Matusow

to  speak b e f o r e  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and r e p e a t  h i s  c h a rg e s .  Matusow

acc ep ted  t h e  o f f e r .  The Farmers Union demanded t h a t  someone ta ke

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  what  Matusow might  say  o r  t h a t  Matusow p o s t  a

$25,000 bond in  c a s e  he l i b e l e d  th e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o r  one o f  i t s

members. Overcash r e f u s e d  t o  t a k e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  and Matusow was

unab le  t o  p o s t  t h e  bond. With t h a t ,  t h e  c o n t ro v e r s y  d i e d ,  b u t  no t

b e f o r e  i t  became c l e a r  t h a t  no one was w i l l i n g  to  t a k e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y

27f o r  Matusow's s t a t e m e n t s .

The a t t a c k s  p la ced  M ansf ie ld  on th e  d e f e n s iv e .  He d id  h is  

b e s t  t o  c o u n t e r  E c ton1s cha rges  by p o i n t i n g  to  h i s  an ti -Communist

^ M atusow ,  p. 166; The G rea t  F a l l s  T r i b u n e , 22 October  1952; 
a d v e r t i s e m e n t  in  The G rea t  F a l l s  T r i b u n e , 13 October 1952.

71
I n t e rv i e w  w i th  Hjalmar Landoe,  Bozeman, Montana,  20 October I 

1976; h e r e a f t e r  c i t e d  as Landoe i n t e r v i e w ;  The G rea t  F a l l s  T r i b u n e ,
22 October  1952; Matusow, pp. 169,  170; The Cut Bank P io n ee r  P r e s s ,
23 October  1952; 30 October  1952.
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r e c o r d .  He had in t ro d u c e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  ou t law  t h e  Communist P a r ty  

in  America and had voted  f o r  t h e  McCarran Act and t h e  Nixon-Mundt 

B i l l ,  bo th  des igned  t o  c o n t r o l  Communism. He had voted t o  keep 

America s t r o n g  m i l i t a r i l y .  S t a t e d  t h e  Congressman: "You cannot

be a communist and an American" and he c a l l e d  Communism " th e  most 

i n s i d i o u s  menace in  t h e  world  t o d a y . "  What, M ansf ie ld  wanted to  

know, had h i s  opponent  done to  f i g h t  Communism? Each o f  th e  c a n d i ­

d a t e s  a p p a r e n t l y  was t r y i n g  t o  ap p ea r  more anti -Communist  than  h is
O O

opponent .

O u ts ide  s p e a k e r s  he lped  M ansf ie ld  in  r e f u t i n g  t h e s e  c h a rg e s .  

Truman, d u r ing  h i s  t o u r ,  p o in t e d  t o  M a n s f i e l d ' s  s e r v i c e  as a Congres­

s i o n a l  d e l e g a t e  t o  t h e  United N a t io n s .  Said  t h e  P r e s i d e n t :

L as t  y e a r  I a p p o in ted  him t o  t h e  U.S. d e l e g a t i o n  to  
t h e  U.N. I neve r  made a b e t t e r  c h o i c e .  In t h e  d eb a te s  
in  P a r i s  he s to o d  r i g h t  up to  t h e  Russ ian  Vish insky  and 
s lugged  i t  o u t  w i th  him and b e a t  down, a Russian a t t a c k  
on th e  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  o f  the  United S t a t e s .  That  d e b a t e  
won r e s p e c t  f o r  Mike M ansf ie ld  th ro u g h o u t  t h e  wor ld .

Mike has always known t h a t  Communism was dangerous  
and we had t o  t a k e  measures to  s t o p  i t .  * 12

28The G rea t  F a l l s  T r i b u n e , 21 October  1952; newspaper c l i p p i n g  
( n . d . , n . p . ) ,  M ansf ie ld  Scrapbook,  .1952 E l e c t i o n ,  M ansf ie ld  C o l l e c t i o n ,  
The U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Montana L i b r a r y ,  A rc h iv e s ,  M issou la ,  Montana; h e r e ­
a f t e r  c i t e d  as M ansf ie ld  C o l l e c t i o n ;  The B u t t e  Montana S t a n d a rd ,
12 October  1952.
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Vic e - P r e s i d e n t i a l  c a n d i d a t e  John Sparkman echoed t h i s  theme in  h i s

speech  in  B u t t e ,  a g a in  p o i n t i n g  to  M a n s f i e l d ' s  ve rba l  b a t t l e  w i th  the
29Russ ian  d e l e g a t e  t o  t h e  United  N a t ions .

For most  o f  t h e  campaign,  M ansf ie ld  had igno red  h i s  opponent .

Then,  l e s s  than  two weeks b e f o r e  t h e  e l e c t i o n ,  M a n s f i e ld ,  e i t h e r

w o r r ied  ab o u t  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  t h e  smears on th e  outcome o f  t h e  e l e c t i o n

o r  s imply  an g e re d ,  tu rn e d  on Ecton.  In a speech  a t  B u t t e ,  t h e

Congressman d e l i v e r e d  a damning t e n - p o i n t  in d i c tm e n t  o f  E c to n 1 s r e c o rd

in  t h e  U.S. S e n a t e .  He a t t a c k e d  t h e  S e n a t o r ' s  vo te s  a g a i n s t  REA,

S oc ia l  S e c u r i t y ,  s o i l  c o n s e r v a t i o n  fu n d s ,  t h e  Japanese  peace  t r e a t y ,

t h e  Hoover Commission p ro p o s a l s  to  s t r e a m l i n e  t h e  f e d e r a l  government,

and a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  f o r  Hungry Horse Dam. M ansf ie ld  a l s o  a t t a c k e d

Ecton f o r  f a i l u r e  t o  i n i t i a t e  l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  s to p  Communism, to

s t r e n g t h e n  A m er ica ' s  d e f e n s e s ,  and t o  a i d  t h e  working man and the

fa rm er .  The Congressman s a i d  h i s  f a v o r i t e  Montana town was Zero,

30because  i t  reminded him o f  h i s  o p p o n e n t ' s  r eco rd  as a S e n a to r .

In condemning E c to n ' s  work in  t h e  S e n a t e ,  M ans f ie ld  s tood  

on s o l i d  ground.  He c e r t a i n l y  was n o t  a lo n e  in  h i s  e v a l u a t i o n  of  

th e  S e n a t o r ' s  r e c o r d .  A p o l l  conducted  among p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n t i s t s

^ T h e  G rea t  F a l l s  T r i b u n e , I October  1952; The B u t t e  Montana 
S t a n d a r d , 30 October  1952. "

^ T h e  Bu t t e  Montana S t a n d a r d , 30 October 1952; The G rea t  F a l l s  
T r ib u n e ,  25 October  1952.
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by The New Republ ic  was r e v e a l i n g .  The magazine des igned  th e  po l l  

to  r a t e  t h e  n i n e t y - s i x  U.S. S e n a t o r s .  Ecton was ranked  75. An a n t i -  

Ecton e d i t o r  no ted  t h a t  Redbook had c a l l e d  t h e  S e n a to r  111 com ple te ly  

i n e f f e c t i v e ' "  and quoted th e  S e n a to r  as  s a y in g :  ' " I f  I t hough t  i t

took  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  i n t e l l i g e n c e  to  r e p r e s e n t  th e  peop le  o f  Montana,

I w o u l d n ' t  be a c a n d i d a t e . '

The charges  h u r t  E c to n , p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  one conce rn ing  h i s

v o te s  on REA. He d id  h i s  b e s t  t o  r e p l y .  A mimeographed l e t t e r  s e n t

t o  a l l  REA cus tomers  s t a t e d  t h a t  no member o f  Montana ' s  Congress ional

d e l e g a t i o n  had e v e r  opposed REA a p p r o p r i a t i o n s .  During h i s  s i x  y e a r s

in  th e  Sena te  t h e r e  had been s i x  REA a p p r o p r i a t i o n  b i l l s  and he had

s u p p o r ted  them a l l ,  t h e  S e n a to r  s t a t e d .  Ecton claimed M a n s f i e ld ' s

charge  was an o u t - a n d - o u t  l i e ,  as  were t h e  charges  conce rn ing  h i s  

32farm r e c o r d .

The r e a l i t y  behind th e  cha rges  and c o u n t e r - c h a r g e s  was c louded.  

During E c t o n ' s  s i x  y e a r s  i n  t h e  Sena te  t h e r e  had been no r o l l  c a l l  

v o te s  r e l a t i n g  e x c l u s i v e l y  t o  REA a p p r o p r i a t i o n s ;  a l l  were t i e d  t o

31
Byron L. Johnson and W. E. B u t t ,  "Rat ing th e  S e n a t o r s , "

The New R e p u b l i c , March 3 ,  1952, pp. 10-11.  The r a t i n g  was based on 
f i v e  c r i t e r i a :  a t t i t u d e  on domest ic  i s s u e s ,  a t t i t u d e  on. f o r e i g n  
a f f a i r s ,  l e g i s l a t i v e  a b i l i t y ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a b i l i t y ,  and pe rsona l  
i n t e g r i t y .  Paul Douglas ( D e m . - I l l . )  was ranked f i r s t  and Joseph 
McCarthy (R e p . - W is e . ) was ranked l a s t ;  The Columbia F a l l s  Hungry 
Horse News, 17 October  1952.

32 Zales  Ecton t o  a l l  REA p a t ro n s  (mimeographed l e t t e r ) ,  31 
October  1952,  Box 5 ,  Ecton P a p e r s ; The Glasgow C o u r i e r , 30 October 1952.
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o t h e r  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s .  Ecton had vo ted  f o r  t h e s e .  E c to n 1s adm in is ­

t r a t i v e  a s s i s t a n t ,  R. E. Bodley,  however,  adm i t t ed  t h a t  w h i l e  Ecton 

had vo ted  f o r  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s ,  t h e  S e n a t o r  had voted a g a i n s t  th e  use 

o f  t a x  money t o  b u i l d  power l i n e s  p a r a l l e l  t o  e x i s t i n g  p r i v a t e  l i n e s .  

This s t a n d  se rved  t o  d e f e a t  th e  purpose  o f  REA, and in  t h a t  s e n s e ,  

M a n s f i e l d ' s  charges  were t r u e .  In r e a l i t y ,  th e  c a n d i d a t e s  were

q u ib b l in g  o ve r  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between s u p p o r t i n g  REA and REA appro-  

33p r i a t i o n s .

Ecton a l s o  s tep p ed  up h i s  a t t a c k s  on M ansf ie ld  and t h e  Truman

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  He cla im ed t h a t ,  i f  t h e  Democrats were e l e c t e d ,  "a

high school  diploma w i l l  c o n t in u e  t o  be v i r t u a l l y  a c e r t i f i c a t i o n  o f

g r a d u a t io n  i n t o  t h e  army" and t h a t  t h e  "army w i l l  be p u t t i n g  a tag

on ev e ry  American b o y ' s  c r a d l e . "  The S e n a to r  charged t h a t . a  vote

f o r  h i s  opponent  was a v o te  t o  send a son i n t o  t h e  army. He a l s o

c la im ed t h a t  t h e  p o l i c i e s  then  be ing  pursued  would t u r n  t h e  United

S t a t e s  i n t o  a m i l i t a r y  s t a t e .  Throughout t h e  campaign Ecton never

d i r e c t l y  c a l l e d  M ansf ie ld  a Communist, b u t  t h a t  i s  t h e . b e s t  t h a t  can

34be s a i d  o f  most  o f  h i s  a t t a c k s  on th e  Congressman.

33
J e r r y  B. House t o  Ray Dockery, 17 October 1952,  Box 5; Zales 

Ecton t o  a l l  REA p a t ro n s  (mimeographed l e t t e r ) ,  31 October  1952,
Box 5; R. E. Bodley t o  O tto  K ieh lbauch ,  18 October 1952,  p. I ,
Box 5 ,  Ecton Papers .

34
The Helena Independent  Record , 28 October 1952;  The B i l l i n g s  

G a z e t t e , 26 October  1952; M i l l e r ,  p. 17.
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Ecton a l s o  complained t h a t  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  was o u t  to  g e t  

him. He charged  t h a t  Truman had s e n t  government employees to  Montana 

to  compaign a g a i n s t  him. This a c t i v i t y  was supposed ly  f in a n c e d  by. 

f e d e r a l  money and was c o n c e n t r a t e d  in  t h e  Departments o f  I n t e r i o r  an*3 

A g r i c u l t u r e .  B e fo re ,  d u r in g  and a f t e r  t h e  campaign,  Ecton p i c t u r e d  

h i m s e l f  as  a m a r t y r , a b a t t l e  c a s u a l t y  in  t h e  c ru s a d e  t o  save  America. 

At t imes Ecton b o rde red  on p a r a n o i a .  At d i f f e r e n t  t imes  he claimed 

t h a t  th e  American F e d e ra t i o n  o f  Labor ,  t h e  e n t i r e  Democrat ic  p a r t y ,  ; 

t h e  Truman a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  l e f t  wing s o c i a l i s t s .  New D e a l e r s ,  and 

t h e  B u t t e  miners  were o u t  to  g e t  him. Undoubtedly,  t h e s e  groups 

wanted t o  s e e  Ecton d e f e a t e d  and c o n t r i b u t e d  to  t h a t  end;  bu t  in  

c a r r y i n g  i t  t o  th e  ex t remes  t h a t  he d i d ,  th e  S e n a to r  was f l a t t e r i n g  

h i m s e l f . ^

On e l e c t i o n  eve Ecton gave h i s  l a s t  campaign s p e e c h ,  by means 

o f  a s t a t e w i d e  r a d i o  hookup. Although Ecton s a i d  n o th in g  new in  th e  

s p eech ,  i t  may well  have c o s t  him th e  e l e c t i o n .  Many peop le  in  th e  

S e n a t o r ' s  aud ience  t h a t  n i g h t  th o u g h t  he sounded i n t o x i c a t e d .  This i 

was n o t  t r u e ;  Ecton had a s l i g h t  speech  impediment which accounted * 13

^ The Glasgow C o u r i e r , 30 October 1952; Zales Ecton t o  Mrs. 
Maud R. S e l l e r ,  8 October  1951, Box 6; Zales Ecton t o  J . . R .  F a b r i c h , 
19 November 1952,  p. I ,  Box 5;  J .  H. Morrow, J r .  t o  Erv in  D. 
H i n t z p e t e r , 20 October 1952,  Box 5; Z a les  Ecton t o  Herman Welker,
13 November 1952, Box 5; Zales  Ecton t o  Joseph H. H a y s , .19 November 
1952,  Box 5;  Zales  Ecton t o  th e  Honorable Bourke B. H ic k e n l o o p e r ,
19 November 1952, Box 5 ,  Ecton P apers .
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f o r  h i s  s l i g h t l y  s l u r r e d  speech .  N o n e t h e l e s s , some damage had been 

done."^

I t  was obvious  t o  most  o b s e r v e r s  t h a t  t h e  e l e c t i o n  would be 

c l o s e .  Most b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  outcome would depend on t h e  P r e s i ­

d e n t i a l  r a c e  in  Montana. They were wrong.  On e l e c t i o n  day Montana 

v o t e r s  e l e c t e d  Mike M ansf ie ld  t o  t h e  U.S. Senate  by a s l im  5,749 

v o t e s .  Although Ecton won t h i r t y - t w o  c o u n t i e s  t o  M a n s f i e l d ' s  twenty-

f o u r ,  M ansf ie ld  was a b l e  t o  win 133,109 vo te s  to  127,360 vo te s  f o r  
37

Ecton.

M a n s f i e l d ' s  v i c t o r y  s e rved  to  r e t u r n  Montana t o  i t s  normal 

p a t t e r n  o f  two Democrat ic  S en a to rs  — and l i b e r a l  Democrats a t  t h a t .  

The Congressman's  v i c t o r y  a l s o  r e f l e c t e d  Montana 's  " p o l i t i c a l  s c h i z o ­

p h r e n i a . "  Two e x p l a n a t i o n s  have been g iven  f o r  t h i s  s c h i z o p h r e n i a  

and both  a r e  i n d i c a t i v e  o f  why M ansf ie ld  won. P o l i t i c a l  s c i e n t i s t  

Thomas Payne,  in  e x p l a i n i n g  th e  s c h i z o p h r e n i a ,  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  Montanans 

were s im ply  be ing  sm ar t .  They s e n t  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  t o  Helena to  keep 

s t a t e  t a x e s  from be ing  s p e n t  f r e e l y .  L i b e r a l s  in  Washington,  however, 

worked t o  g e t  f e d e r a l  money i n t o  t h e  s t a t e .  I f  t h i s  was t h e  c a s e ,  

i t  was easy  t o  s ee  why Mike M ansf ie ld  won. His a b i l i t y  t o  " f e t c h " ,  13

36Malone and Mullen ,  p.  11;  K a r l i n ,  p. 116.

37Waldron,  p. 358. For examples o f  p r e - e l e c t i o n  a n a l y s i s ,  see 
The New York Times , 19 October 1 9 5 2 ; . "The Senate  C o n t e s t s , "  Newsweek,
13 October  1952,  p. 35;  and J .  H. Morrow, J r .  t o  Char les  S. H i l l ,
3 November 1952,  Box 5 ,  Ecton Papers .
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symbolized by Hungry Horse Dam and P r e s i d e n t  Truman's  t r i p  to  d e d i c a t e

t h e  dam, was t h e  o v e r r i d i n g  f a c t o r .  E c to n 1s s u p p o r t  o f  such  p r o j e c t s
38was ex t re m e ly  weak compared to  M a n s f i e l d ' s  e f f o r t s .

r,

H i s t o r i a n s  Michael Malone and Richard Roeder have p u t  f o r t h  , 

a n o t h e r  e x p l a n a t i o n .  They p o i n t  t o  t h e  imbalance between r u r a l  and 

urban  v o t e r s  and t h e i r  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n .  This  e x p l a n a t i o n  a l s o  he lps  

t o  a c c o u n t  f o r  M a n s f i e l d ' s  v i c t o r y .  Even though M ans f ie ld  won the  

e l e c t i o n , Ecton took e i g h t  more c o u n t i e s  than  d id  t h e  v i c t o r .

Assuming th e s e  c o u n t i e s  would have voted  t h e  same way in  e l e c t i o n s  

f o r  th e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  t h e  Republ icans  would dominate t h e  l e g i s ­

l a t u r e .  S ince  a l l  c o u n t i e s  a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  one s t a t e  s e n a t o r ,  the  

t h i n l y  p o p u l a t e d ,  s t r o n g l y  Republican c o u n t i e s  o f  e a s t e r n  Montana 

have t r a d i t i o n a l l y  dominated t h e  s t a t e  s e n a t e .  This imbalance was 

overcome somewhat in  t h e  s t a t e  house w i th  in c r e a s e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  

f o r  t h e  more h e a v i ly  pop u la ted  urban  a r e a s ; b u t  each county  was 

gu a ra n t e e d  a t  l e a s t  one r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  and because o f  t h i s ,  the  

Republ icans  have c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  house more o f t e n  than  n o t .  In a 

s t a t e w i d e  e l e c t i o n ,  however,  t h e  no rm al ly  Democrat ic  urban  a rea s  and 

th e  "high l i n e "  c o u n t i e s  have enough v o t e r s  to  overcome t h e  more 

numerous, b u t  more t h i n l y  p o p u la t e d .  Republican c o u n t i e s .  Such was

38 Payne,  p. 230.
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t h e  c a s e  in  t h e  1952 S en a te  e l e c t i o n ,  as  M ansf ie ld  drew h i s  s u p p o r t
O Q

l a r g e l y  from urban l a b o r - o r i e n t e d  a r e a s  and th e  "high l i n e . "

The f a i l u r e  o f  Eisenhower to  draw l a r g e  numbers o f  v o t e r s  to  

t h e  Republ ican  column a l s o  he lped  M ans f ie ld .  Because o f  Eisenhower ,  

Ecton g o t  a few v o te s  b u t  no t  very  many. The S e n a to r  a p p a r e n t l y  

r e a l i z e d  e a r l y  in  t h e  campaign t h a t  Eisenhower would b r i n g  him few 

v o te s  on e l e c t i o n  day.  Ecton r a n  some 30,000 v o te s  behind  th e  gene ra l  

in  t h e  s t a t e .  The s h o r t n e s s  o f  E i senhow er ' s  c o a t t a i l s  may have saved 

t h e  e l e c t i o n  f o r  M ans f ie ld .  For Ecton to  have counted  on Eisenhower ,
I

however,  would have been to  deny t h e  normal p a t t e r n  o f  Montana 

p o l i t i c s . ^ 0 v.

In s p i t e  o f  a l l  t h i s ,  Ecton was a b l e  t o  c u t  i n t o  M a n s f i e ld ' s  

p re v io u s  p e r c e n ta g e  o f  v o te s  in  t h e  c o u n t i e s  com pris ing  t h e  w es te rn  

Congress iona l  d i s t r i c t .  An 87 p e r c e n t  v o t e r  t u r n o u t  a l lowed Mansf ie ld  

t o  b e a t  h i s  1950 t o t a l  f o r  t h e  w e s te rn  d i s t r i c t ,  b u t  h i s  pe rce n tage

39Malone and Roeder , Montana: A H i s t o r y , p. 292;  Waldron, 
p.  358;  K a r l i n ,  p. 113. Between 1900 and 1950, i n c l u s i v e ,  the  
Republ icans  have dominated t h e  s t a t e  S ena te  n in e te e n  t im es  to  f i v e  
t imes  f o r  t h e  Democrats ,  w h i le  tw ic e  P ro g r e s s i v e s  o r  independen ts  
have h e ld  th e  b a lan ce  o f  power. During th e s e  same y e a r s ,  t h e  
Republ icans  dominated t h e  s t a t e  House on f o u r t e e n  o c c a s i o n s ,  whi le  
t h e  Democrats were in  a m a j o r i t y  tw elve  t im es .  Most o f  t h e  y e a r s  o f  
Democrat ic  c o n t ro l  in  th e  House came d u r in g  th e  P r o g r e s s i v e  pe r iod  
and d u r in g  th e  1 9 3 0 ' s , t h e  decade o f  t h e  New Deal.  Reapport ionment 
in  1965 went a long way in  c o r r e c t i n g  t h i s  imbalance  i n  r e p r e s e n t a ­
t i o n .  Waldron,  pp. 95 p a s s im , 341.

^ W a l d r o n ,  pp. 357,  358; Za les  Ecton t o  E rn e s t  Immel,
19 November 1952, Box 5 ,  Ecton Papers .
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o f  v o te s  won dropped 9 p e r c e n t  to  on ly  51 p e r c e n t .  There were 

s e v e r a l  e x p l a n a t i o n s  f o r  E c ton1 s good showing.  F i r s t ,  t h e r e  was th e  

n a t u r e  o f  E c t o n ' s  campaign.  The id e a  o f  a c ru sade  t o  save  America 

drew v o te s  in  t h o s e  r e s t l e s s  t im es .  The smear campaign and o u t s i d e  

s p e a k e r s ,  such as Harvey Matusow, a l s o  h u r t  M ansf ie ld  in  t h i s  e r a  o f  

McCarthyism. Eisenhower d id  draw some vo te s  to  E c to n , and M a n s f i e ld ' s  

t i e s  w i th  t h e  Truman a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  p robab ly  c o s t  him a few v o te s .  

E c t o n ' s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  background appea led  to  f a r m e r s , thus  c u t t i n g  

i n t o  M a n s f i e l d ' s  s u p p o r t .  F i n a l l y ,  E c t o n ' s  campaign was well  f in an c ed ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  by groups  from o u t s i d e  t h e  s t a t e ,  and he o u t s p e n t  

M ansf ie ld  d u r in g  t h e  campaign.  In t h e  end ,  l a b o r  remained t r u e  to  

M an s f i e ld ;  and Montanans, as  a g roup,  a p p a r e n t l y  p r e f e r r e d  govern­

ment p r o j e c t s ,  s u c h . a s  Hungry Horse Dam, t o  a c ru s ad e  a g a i n s t  

41Communism.

41 Waldron,  p. 338; B i l l i n g s  i n t e r v i e w ;  Landoe i n t e r v i e w :  news­
pap e r  c l i p p i n g  ( n . d . , n . p . ) ,  M ansf ie ld  Scrapbook,  1952 E l e c t i o n ;  news­
paper  c l i p p i n g  ( n . d . , n . p . ) ,  M ansf ie ld  Scrapbook,  1944-55,  Mansf ie ld  
C o l l e c t i o n .



VI. THE RACE IN THE FIRST CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

Both Republ icans  and Democrats he ld  high  hopes f o r  winning th e  

s e a t  in  Montana ' s  f i r s t  Congress iona l  d i s t r i c t .  The f a c t  t h a t  th e  

Republican c a n d i d a t e  would n o t  have t o  f a c e  incumbent Democrat Mike 

M a n s f i e ld ,  who was runn ing  f o r  t h e  S e n a t e ,  encouraged t h e  Republ icans .  

The f a c t  t h a t  th e  d i s t r i c t  had t r a d i t i o n a l l y  been Democra t ic  and con­

t a i n e d  l a r g e  pro-Democrat  l a b o r  groups  encouraged t h e  Democrats.  On 

e l e c t i o n  day .  Democrat Lee M e tca l f  na r row ly  d e f e a t e d  W el l ing ton  D. 

Rankin.  This  r a c e  was even more b i t t e r  than  th e  S ena te  c o n t e s t ,  as 

M e tc a l f  was th e  v i c t i m  o f  v i c i o u s  sm ears ,  one conducted  by h i s  

opponen t  and th e  o t h e r  waged by th e  Montana C i t i z e n s  Counc i l .

W e l l ing ton  Rankin ,  born on 16 September 1884 in  M issou la ,  was - 

a well  known f i g u r e  in  Montana p o l i t i c s .  Bes t  remembered today  as 

t h e  b r o t h e r  o f  J e a n n e t t e  Rankin,  Montana ' s  p a c i f i s t  Congresswoman, 

he was a powerful p o l i t i c a n  in  h i s  own r i g h t .  R a nk in ' s  p o l i t i c a l  

c a r e e r  began b e fo re  World War I ,  b u t  he had f i r s t  he ld  e l e c t i v e  o f f i c e  

d u r in g  th e  h y s t e r i a  f i l l e d  days a f t e r  t h e  war. A g r a d u a t e  o f  Harvard 

Law S choo l ,  he se rved  as a t t o r n e y  gene ra l  from 1921 t o  1925. In 1925,  

he was a p p o in te d  to  f i l l  a vacancy as an a s s o c i a t e  j u s t i c e  on the  

Montana S t a t e  Supreme Cour t .  In December o f  t h a t  y e a r .  P r e s i d e n t  

Calv in  Coolidge  a p p o in te d  him U.S. D i s t r i c t  A t to rney  f o r  Montana, 

and P r e s i d e n t  Hoover renewed t h a t  appo in tm en t .  S ince  t h e n ,  Rankin
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had run u n s u c c e s s f u l l y  f o r  t h e  LI.S. S ena te  and t h e  g o v e rn o r s h ip .  

D es p i te  be ing  o u t  o f  e l e c t i v e  o f f i c e ,  he remained a c t i v e  in  Montana 

p o l i t i c s  and t h e  Republican p a r t y ,  s e r v i n g  as a n a t i o n a l  committeeman 

a t  t h e  t ime o f  t h i s  e l e c t i o n .  D esp i te  h i s  r e c o r d ,  Rankin had never  

been a r e a l l y  s t r o n g  p a r t y  man. O r i g i n a l l y  a l i b e r a l , he had tu rned :  

more and more c o n s e r v a t i v e  th rough  th e  y e a r s .  By 1952 he could be 

c l a s s i f i e d  as a c o n s e r v a t i v e ,  a l th o u g h  n o t  as  c o n s e r v a t i v e  as such 

Republ icans  as Zales  Ecton o r  Hugo Aronson.  Many Republ icans  did  

n o t  l i k e  Rankin because  o f  h i s  l i b e r a l  p a s t  and h i s  impervious  

m a nne r .1,

Lee M e tc a l f  was R ank in ' s  Democrat ic  opponent .  M e tc a l f  was born 

on 28 Jan u a ry  1911 a t  S t e v e n s v i l i e ,  Montana. He had s e rv ed  as an 

a s s i s t a n t  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l , as  a s t a t e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  and as an 

a s s o c i a t e  j u s t i c e  on th e  Montana Supreme Court .  A l i b e r a l ,  M etca l f  

favo red  a g r i c u l t u r a l  and e l e c t r i c  co -ops  and s t a u n c h l y  opposed p r i ­

v a t e  u t i l i t i e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  th e  Montana Power Company. The

2
y o u th fu l  M e tc a l f  o f f e r e d  a d i s t i n c t  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  Rankin.

1Whol  2S Who in  t h e  West,  1949 (Chicago:  A. N. Marquis C o . ,
1949) ,  p. 761; B i l l i n g s  i n t e r v i e w ;  Landoe in t e r v i e w .

2
B io g ra p h ica l  D i r e c t o r y , p. 1403. See a l s o  P e te  P e t k a s , Lee 

M e tc a l f :  Democrat ic  S e n a to r . f ro m  Montana (Washington,  D.C.:  Grossman 
P u b l i s h e r s ,  1972).  Laverne Hamilton a l s o  ran  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  Congres­
s i o n a l  d i s t r i c t  s e a t  on t h e  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  t i c k e t .  H amilton ,  a 
p e r e n n i a l  c a n d i d a t e  in  Montana p o l i t i c s ,  won only  888 v o te s  (Waldron,  
p. 358) and was never  a f a c t o r  in  t h e  campaign.
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This  campaign was th e  y e a r ' s  most v i c i o u s  in  Montana. I t  was 

c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by th e  smears conducted  a g a i n s t  M e tca l f .  He was a l s o  

t h e  v i c t i m  o f  "omiss ion  and m a n ip u la t io n  o f  space  and emphasis" in  

t h e  p r e s s .  The f a c t  t h a t  t h e  c a n d i d a t e s  had d i a m e t r i c a l l y  o p p o s i t e  

p o l i t i c a l  p h i l o s o p h i e s  a lo n e  would have made th e  c o n t e s t  a hard
3

fo u g h t  one;  t h e  smears made i t  a d i r t y ,  v i c i o u s  c o n t e s t .

Of t h e  two smears a g a i n s t  M e t c a l f ,  t h e  one conducted  by Rankin 

h im s e l f  was m i ld e r .  This  smear r e v o lv e d  around H.B. 338,  a b i l l  

i n t r o d u c e d  by M e tc a l f  d u r ing  th e  1937 s e s s i o n  o f  th e  s t a t e  House 

o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  Th is  b i l l  d e a l t  w i th  e d u c a t io n a l  s t a n d a r d s  in 

t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  and would have made t h e  te a c h in g  o f  co-op economics 

mandatory .  A f t e r  some d e b a t e ,  t h e  b i l l  d i e d ,  and i t  neve r  came up
4

f o r  a vo te .

Rankin a t t a c k e d  t h e  b i l l  as  be ing  s o c i a l i s t i c .  S o c i a l i s m ,  

Rankin b e l i e v e d ,  was even more dangerous  than  Communism, because  

s o c i a l i s m  c r e p t  up on peop le  w i th o u t  them r e a l i z i n g  i t .  H.B. 338,  

Rankin ch a rg e d ,  smacked o f  H i t l e r i s m .  The b i l l ,  he s a i d ,  was "an 

Un-American p i e c e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  des igned  to  t w i s t  t h e  minds o f  

y o u n g s t e r s . "  Rankin f u r t h e r  cl a im ed t h a t  t h e  b i l l  was "a th ough t  

c o n t ro l  b i l l . "  The i m p l i c a t i o n  t h a t  M e t c a l f ,  as  t h e  s p o n so r  o f  3

3K a r l i n ,  p.  114.

^The Helena P e o p l e ' s  Voice,  24 October  1952.
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t h e  b i l l ,  was a l s o  s o c i a l i s t  was c l e a r ,  i f  never  s t a t e d  d i r e c t l y  by 

R a n k in .5

M e tc a l f  had l i t t l e  t r o u b l e  in  c o u n t e r in g  t h i s  cha rge .  He 

p o in t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  b i l l  had been superseded  by H.B. 305. This b i l l  

e v e n t u a l l y  passed  t h e  s t a t e  House by a s e v e n t y - f o u r - t o - n i n e  v o t e ,
, c

M etca l f  v o t i n g  f o r  t h e  b i l l .  Pe rhaps ,  t h e  Democrat s u g g e s t e d ,  Rankin 

shou ld  a p o l o g iz e  t o  f e l l o w  Republ icans  Wesley D1 Ewart and Zales E c t o n , 

who had a l s o  voted  f o r  th e  b i l l ,  f o r  implying t h a t  th e y  were s o c i a l ­

i s t s .  While t h i s  e x p l a n a t i o n  d id  n o t  answer R a n k in ' s cha rge  t h a t  th e  

o r i g i n a l  b i l l  i n t ro d u c e d  by M e tca l f  was s o c i a l i s t  in  c o n t e n t ,  i t  

d id  s e r v e  t o  s a t i s f y  t h e  p u b l i c  t h a t  M e tc a l f  was n o t  a s o c i a l i s t .

A f t e r  a l l ,  h i s  r e p l y  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he had something i n  common with  

such c o n s e r v a t i v e s  as Wesley D1 Ewart and Zales E c to n , even though 

M e tc a l f  must have ha ted  t h e  idea  o f  a p p e a r in g  to  have something in  

common w i th  them. By walk ing  a s em an t ic  t i g h t  r o p e ,  M e tc a l f  was 

a b l e  t o  c o u n t e r  h i s  o p p o n e n t ' s  charge .®

The smear conduc ted by t h e  Montana C i t i z e n s  Council  was f a r  

more v i c i o u s .  Th is  o r g a n i z a t i o n  had been formed by c o r p o r a t e  execu­

t i v e s  in  1946 in  an e f f o r t  to  d e f e a t  L e i f  E r i c k s o n ' s  b id  f o r  the

®The Helena Independent  Record , 26 August 1952; 27 October 
1952; The G rea t  F a l l s  T r i b u n e , 16 October  1952, The Cut Bank P ionee r  
P r e s s , 2 October  1952.

®The Helena P e o p l e ' s  V o ice , 24 October  1952.



53

U.S. S ena te .  In an e f f o r t  t o  accompli sh  t h a t  g o a l ,  t h e  Council

c a r r i e d . o u t  a smear campaign a g a i n s t  E r i ckson .  Following t h a t

e l e c t i o n ,  i t  d i s a p p e a re d  from th e  scene .  I t  r eap p e a red  in  1952,

headed ,  acc o rd in g  to  Harry B i l l i n g s ,  by v a r io u s  d i r e c t o r s  o f  the

Montana Power Company, Anaconda's  s u b s i d i a r y  Fairmont P u b l i s h in g

Company, and s e v e r a l  o t h e r  l a r g e  Montana c o r p o r a t i o n s .  The c o u n c i l ' s
7

goal  t h i s  t ime was t h e  d e f e a t  o f  Lee M e tca l f .

T h e i r  s t r a t e g y  was s im p le .  They produced ,  f o r  mass d i s t r i ­

b u t i o n ,  a pamphlet  on M e tca l f .  B a s i c a l l y ,  i t  a t t e m p te d  t o  p o r t r a y  

M e tca l f  as  an a c t i v e  Communist a t  t h e  l e a s t ,  and a t  th e  most a l e a d e r  

in  t h e  Communist movement. The b a s i s  f o r  t h i s  o u t r age ous  a c c u s a t io n  

was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  M e tc a l f  had once in t ro d u c e d  J e r r y  O 'C onne l l ,  

p o s s i b l y  t h e  most r a d i c a l  p o l i t i c i a n  in  Montana 's  h i s t o r y ,  a t  a 

p o l i t i c a l  r a l l y .  The pamphlet  pronounced M etca l f  g u i l t y  by a s s o ­

c i a t i o n .  The pamphlet  a l s o  a t t a c k e d  M e tca l f  f o r  s e r v i n g  as chairman
O

o f  t h e  Montana P r o g r e s s i v e  Council in  1940.

Rankin had no p a r t  in  t h i s  smear ,  a l though  he appeared  q u i t e  

w i l l i n g  t o  reap  i t s  b e n e f i t s .  When p u b l i c  op in ion  s low ly  began to  

t u r n  a g a i n s t  t h e  Montana C i t i z e n s  C o u n c i l ,  Rankin denounced th e  

pamphlet .  Democrats jumped on him f o r  h i s  h e s i t a t i o n ,  accus ing  him

^ B i l l i n g s  i n t e r v i e w .
O

B i l l i n g s  i n t e r v i e w ;  The Columbia F a l l s  Hungry Horse News,
24 October  1952; The Hamilton Western News, 30 October  1952..
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o f  w a i t i n g  t o . s e e  which way th e  p o l i t i c a l  winds were blowing b e fo re

a c t i n g .  A f t e r  t h e  campaign,  Rankin was heard to  say  t h a t  he wished
g

th e  pamphle t  had never  been p r i n t e d .

The smear angered  M e tc a l f .  He accused Rankin o f  runn ing  

n o th ing  b u t  a "smear and f e a r "  campaign and charged t h a t  Rankin was 

av o id in g  th e  r e a l  i s s u e s  o f  t h e  campaign.  M etca l f  cou ld  do l i t t l e  

b u t  deny t h e  cha rge s  and hope t h a t  p u b l i c  op in ion  would swing h is  

way. The pamphlet  d id  f o r c e  M e tc a l f  and h i s  s u p p o r t e r s  to  work t h a t  

much h a r d e r  i n  an e f f o r t  t o  overcome t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  smears.  By 

f o r c i n g  M e tc a l f  t o  work h a r d e r ,  t h e  Montana C i t i z e n s  Council  may have 

done him a f a v o r . ^

M e tc a l f  a t t a c k e d  Rankin on s e v e r a l  f r o n t s .  He s t r u c k  a t  th e  

R e p u b l i c a n ' s  s t a n d  on REA, th e  T a f t - H a r t l e y  A c t ,  and farm p a r i t y  

programs.  He c h a l l e n g e d  R an k in ' s c ry  o f  " b r ing  t h e  boys home," s ay ing  

Korea was n e c e s s a ry  to  s to p  Communism. He accused h i s  opponent  o f  

be ing a " l a n d - g r a b b e r , "  n o t in g  t h a t  Rankin had run f o r  governor  on 

a p l a t f o r m  ad v o c a t in g  th e  r e d u c t i o n  o f  g r a z in g  f e e s  on s t a t e  l a n d s ,  

which would have reduced  s t a t e  revenues  earmarked m a in ly  f o r  p u b l i c  

s c h o o l s .  The f a c t  t h a t  Rankin was a l a r g e  land owner p ro b ab ly  made ; 

him more v u l n e r a b l e  t o  t h i s  cha rge .  I r o n i c a l l y ,  d u r in g  th e  campaign 9

9B i l l i n g s  i n t e r v i e w .

^ T h e  B u t t e  Montana S t a n d a r d , 30 October 1952; The Grea t  F a l l s  
T r i b u n e , 9 October  1952; B i l l i n g s  i n t e r v i e w .
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t h e  S t a t e  Land Board p la ced  a l i e n . o n  R ank in ' s  wheat  c rop  f o r  h is

v i o l a t i o n  o f  a g r a z i n g  l e a s e  on s t a t e  owned land .  M e tc a l f  p o in t e d  to

th e  p r o s p e r i t y  ach ieved  under  t h e  Democrats and compared i t  with

c o n d i t i o n s  under  the  l a s t  Republican a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  A v o te  f o r

th e  Democrats was a v o te  f o r  "dom es t ic  p r o s p e r i t y ,  b e t t e r  b u s ines s

than  e v e r  b e f o r e ,  con ta inm en t  o f  Communism, renewed hope f o r  p eace ,"
11

cla imed M etca l f .

Rankin p la yed  on t h e  s t a n d a r d  Republican  themes.  He a t t a c k e d  

th e  Truman a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s  hand l ing  o f  th e  Korean War and c a l l e d  f o r  

lower  t a x e s .  He argued t h a t  th e  Democrats had been in  power long 

enough and t h a t  i t  was t ime f o r  a change.  Rankin a l s o  p layed  h e a v i ly  

on t h e  p e r s o n a l i t y  o f  Dwight Eisenhower.  A Rankin p o l i t i c a l  a d v e r t i s e ­

ment p o in t e d  o u t  t h a t  "Eisenhower has s p e c i f i c a l l y  asked Montana v o t e r s

12
t o  s u p p o r t  R an k in . " In t h e  end t h a t  p l e a  was no t  enough.

Both c a n d i d a t e s  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e  key to  v i c t o r y  in  t h i s  

c o n t e s t  was t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  l a b o r .  Rankin,  a l though  a c o n s e r v a t i v e  

R epub l ican ,  was a b l e  t o  make a p lay  f o r  t h i s  s u p p o r t  th rough  the  f a c t  

t h a t  he had r e p r e s e n t e d  many unions  in  l e g a l  c a s e s .  He used t h i s  11 12

11The G rea t  F a l l s  T r i b u n e , I October  1952; 30 September 1952;
10 October  1952; 13 September 1952; The Helena Independen t  Record,
28 October  1952.

12The G rea t  F a l l s  T r i b u n e , 4 June 1952; The B u t t e  Montana 
S t a n d a r d , 24 September 1952; p o l i t i c a l  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  i n  The Helena 
Independen t  Record,  28 October 1952.
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r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  c a l l  f o r  l a b o r  s u p p o r t .  One o f  h i s  campaign pamphlets

was devoted  e n t i r e l y  t o  l i s t i n g  t e n  l e g a l  ca se s  in  which he had

defended l a b o r  u n ions .  M e tca l f  cl a im ed Rankin had a poor l a b o r  r e c o rd

and d id  n o t  even pay h i s  ranchhands on o c c a s i o n .  Labor ,  o f  c o u r s e ,

had su p p o r te d  M e tca l f  s i n c e  th e  beg inn ing  o f  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  c a r e e r .

Indeed ,  he had been l a b o r ' s  cho ice  in  th e  Democrat ic  pr imary t h a t

y e a r .  He had th e  s u p p o r t  o f  such powerful  l o c a l s  as  t h e  Nat ional

Bro therhood o f  Locomotive Firemen and E n g in e e r s ,  v a r io u s  lumber

u n io n s ,  and th e  m in e r s '  un ions .  W. A. "Tony" Boyle ,  p rominent  in

th e  lo c a l  United  Mine Workers,  had campaigned f o r  M e tc a l f  in  h i s

1946 b id  f o r  a s e a t  on t h e  s t a t e  Supreme Cour t  and now worked f o r

13him a g a i n .  In t h e  end ,  l a b o r  s tood  by M etca l f .

Montana v o t e r s  gave M e tca l f  a narrow v i c t o r y ,  55 ,679 votes

t o  54,086 f o r  Rankin.  M e t c a l f ' s  v i c t o r y  con t inued  a p a t t e r n  of

Democrat ic  dominance in  t h e  w e s te rn  Congress ional  d i s t r i c t .  Through

th e  1976 e l e c t i o n .  Democrats had won tw en ty -seven  o u t  o f  t h i r t y - t w o

c o n t e s t s  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  Again,  t h e  r e s u l t s  i n d i c a t e d  p o l i t i c s  as

14normal in  Montana d u r in g  1952.

— ------------------------------  ' f'
13K a r l i n ,  p. 115; The G rea t  F a l l s  T r i b u n e , 12 J u n e . 1952; P e t k a s , 

pp . 3 ,  5 ,  6;  Rankin campaign pam phle t .  Campaign M a t e r i a l s  C o l l e c t i o n ,  
1952-Republ ican ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Montana L i b r a r y ,  A rc h iv e s ,  M issou la ,  
Montana; The Hamilton Western News, 30 October  1952.

14 ’ ■
Waldron,  p. 358;  Malone and Roeder , e d s . , Montana ' s  P a s t , 

appendix  I I I ,  pp. 525-529.
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M e tc a l f  won p r i m a r i l y  because  h i s  l a b o r  and farm s u p p o r t  

remained t r u e .  While M e tc a l f  won on ly  f i v e  c o u n t i e s  t o  R ank in 's  

t w e l v e ,  he la nded  th e  b ig  ones .  He e a s i l y  won th e  labo r -dom ina ted  

c o u n t i e s  o f  S i l v e r  Bow and Deer Lodge. The f a c t  t h a t  he l o s t  Lewis 

and Cla rk  County,  however,  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  Rankin had a l s o  been 

a t t r a c t i v e  t o  l a b o r .  M e t c a l f ' s  margin o f  v i c t o r y  in  t h e  two b ig  

l a b o r  c o u n t i e s  went  a long way toward o f f s e t t i n g  R ank in ' s  edge in 

a m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  o t h e r  c o u n t i e s .  Severa l  o t h e r  r e a s o n s  accounted 

f o r  M e t c a l f ' s  v i c t o r y .  The Democrat ,  on ly  f o r t y - o n e  y e a r s  o l d ,  

o f f e r e d  t h e  v o t e r s  a y o u th f u l  a l t e r n a t i v e  to  th e  s i x t y - e i g h t - y e a r -  

o ld  Rankin.  Rankin had run f o r  o f f i c e  a lm os t  c o n t in u o u s ly  s in c e  

t h e  1920s,  and v o t e r s  had t i r e d  o f  him. The sm ears ,  in  t h e  end,  

may well  have b a c k f i r e d  and a ided  M e tc a l f .  Some p eop le  obv io u s ly  

th o u g h t  t h a t  t h e  Montana C i t i z e n s  Council  pamphlet  h i t  below th e  

b e l t .  In a d d i t i o n ,  th e  smears f o r c e d  M e t c a l f ' s  peop le  t o  campaign 

t h a t  much h a r d e r .  In s p i t e  o f  h i s  obvious p la y  to  t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  

s u p p o r t ,  Eisenhower could  n o t  swing enough v o te s  t o  Rankin ,  who ran  

some 11,000 vo te s  behind  h im .^

Rankin d id  c u t  deep ly  i n t o  t h e  u s u a l l y  Democra t ic  vo te  in  

t h e  d i s t r i c t .  P a r t i a l l y ,  t h i s  was due t o  h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  outspend 

h i s  opponent .  The p r e s s '  p a r t i a l  b l a c k o u t  o f  M e t c a l f ' s  campaign

^ W a l d r o n ,  p. 359;  Landoe i n t e r v i e w ;  B i l l i n g s  i n t e r v i e w ;
K a r l i n ,  p. 115; The Columbia F a l l s  Hungry Horse News, 24 October 1952.
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a l s o  he lped  th e  R e p u b l i c a n ' s  vo te  t o t a l ; and s o ,  no d o u b t ,  did  

E i senhow er ' s  cand idacy .  F i n a l l y ,  Rankin was wel l  known th roughou t  

t h e  d i s t r i c t ;  and ,  a l th o u g h  a p e r e n n i a l  c a n d i d a t e ,  he had a s i z e a b l e  

pe rsona l  f o l l o w i n g .  Although t h i s  campaign was th e  c l o s e s t  and th e  

d i r t i e s t  o f  th e  1952.e l e c t i o n s , i t  d id  n o t ,  in  t h e  end ,  change the  

normal p a t t e r n  o f  Montana p o l i t i c s . ^

^ N ew spaper  c l i p p i n g  ( n .d .  , n . p .  ),. M ansf ie ld  Scrapbook,  1944-55,  
M ansf ie ld  C o l l e c t i o n ;  B i l l i n g s  i n t e r v i e w .



V II .  THE CONTEST IN THE SECOND 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

I f  t h e  f i r s t  Congress iona l  d i s t r i c t  c o n t e s t  was t h e  d i r t i e s t  

o f  t h e  1952 Montana e l e c t i o n s ,  t h e  second Congress iona l  D i s t r i c t  

r a c e  was p robab ly  t h e  c l e a n e s t .  C e r t a i n l y  i t  was t h e  q u i e t i s t .  

Indeed ,  i t  was d i f f i c u l t  even t o  t e l l  t h e r e  was a r a c e .  Although 

th e  p o l i t i c a l  p h i l o s o p h i e s  o f  t h e  two c a n d i d a t e s  o f f e r e d  t h e  v o t e r s  

a d e f i n i t e  c h o i c e ,  n e i t h e r  campaign r e a l l y  g o t  o f f  t h e  ground.

V ote rs  gave t h e  incumbent.  Republican Wesley D1 Ewart ,  a huge v i c t o r y  

margin o ve r  Democrat W i l l a rd  F ra s e r .

D1 Ewar t ,  born in  W o rc e s t e r ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  on I October 1889, 

had moved t o  W i l s a l l , Montana,  in  1910 and became a r a n g e r  in the  

U.S. F o r e s t  S e r v i c e .  A f t e r  l e a v in g  th e  F o re s t  S e r v i c e ,  he had taken  

up r an ch in g  in  t h e  W i l s a l l  a r e a .  A f t e r  s e rv in g  in  both  houses o f  

th e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  D1 Ewart had been e l e c t e d  to  Congress in  1945 

t o  f i l l  t h e  vacancy c r e a t e d  by the  d ea th  o f  James O'Connor. The 

v o t e r s  had r e t u r n e d  him to  Congress in  each subsequen t  e l e c t i o n .  

D1Ewart was an extreme c o n s e r v a t i v e ,  s h a r in g  th e  same p o l i t i c a l  

ph i lo sophy  as Za les  Ec ton .^

W i l l a rd  F r a s e r ,  a B i l l i n g s  bus inessm an ,  opposed D1 Ewart.  

F r a s e r ,  born on 26 January  1907 in  G ardener ,  K ansas , was a l i b e r a l

^B iograph ica l  D i r e c t o r y ,  p. 854.
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Democrat ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  on dom es t ic  i s s u e s .  A g ra d u a t e  o f  Columbia

U n i v e r s i t y ,  he had m a r r i e d  t h e  y o u n g es t  d a u g h te r  o f  p o e t  Robert

F r o s t .  F r a s e r  had made a n a t i o n a l  r e p u t a t i o n  f o r  h i m s e l f  by p la y in g

a ma jor  r o l e  in  b reak in g  th e  hold  o f  gambling i n t e r e s t s  on s e v e ra l

Amvet p o s t s  th ro u g h o u t  t h e  co u n t ry .  F r a s e r  had c h a l l e n g e d  D1Ewart .

in  1948. Even though Truman had c a r r i e d  th e  s t a t e ,  F r a s e r  l o s t  by

2,400 v o t e s .  In a y e a r  when h i s  opponent  would g e t  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f

th e  P r e s i d e n t i a l  c o a t t a i l s ,  no m a t t e r  how s h o r t  they  might  be ,  F r a s e r

had a lm os t  no chance.  Most o b s e r v e r s .  Democrats i n c l u d e d ,  b e l i e v e d

F r a s e r  could  n o t  win.  His p rev ious  d e f e a t  and h i s  l a c k  on any r e a l
2

base  o f  s u p p o r t  in s u r e d  h i s  d e f e a t  in  1952.

D1 Ewart a t t a c k e d  Democrat ic  p o l i c y  on both  t h e  l o c a l  and 

n a t i o n a l  l e v e l s .  L o c a l l y ,  he condemned t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s  Indian  

p o l i c y .  This  p o l i c y ,  th e  Congressman ch a rg e d ,  he ld  back Indian  

development  and was p r e ju d i c e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  I n d i a n s .  D1 Ewart cla imed 

t o  have done h i s  b e s t  t o  he lp  t h e  Ind ians  from h i s  p o s i t i o n  as th e  

rank ing  Republ ican  on th e  House I n d ia n  A f f a i r s  Committee,  bu t  cla imed 

h i s  e f f o r t s  had been r e b u f f e d  by t h e  Bureau o f  In d ia n  A f f a i r s  and t h e  

S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r .  D1 Ewart a l s o  a t t a c k e d  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s

^Who1S Who in  th e  West,  1968 (Chicago:  A. N. Marquis  C o . , 1968) ,  
p. 318; The Helena P e o p l e ' s  VoiceT~30 May 1952; 4 A pr i l  1952; K a r l i n ,  
p. 115; " F r a s e r  f o r  Congress ,"  pam phle t .  Box 10,  F o ld e r  2 ,  The 
P e o p l e ' s  Voice C o l l e c t i o n ,  No. 40 ,  S t a t e  H i s t o r i c a l  L i b r a r y ,  Helena ,  
Montana.



wool p o l i c i e s ,  c l a im in g  th e y  were r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  " n e a r  d e p re s s io n

c o n d i t i o n s  in  Montana ' s  wool i n d u s t r y . " In t h e s e  a t t a c k s , D1Ewart

appea led  t o  two o f  th e  t h r e e  b i g g e s t  c o n s t i t u e n c i e s  in  h i s  d i s t r i c t ,

namely,  Ind ians  and r a n c h e r s .  Farmers ,  th e  t h i r d  majo r  c o n s t i t u e n c y ,
3

were a t t r a c t e d  by th e  Congressman's  a g r i c u l t u r a l  background.

On th e  n a t i o n a l  l e v e l , D1 Ewart focused  on t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s  

f o r e i g n  p o l i c y .  He a t t a c k e d  Truman's  hand l ing  o f  th e  Korean War.

Peace ,  s a i d  t h e  Congressman,  was t h e  main i s s u e  o f  t h e  campaign, and 

th e  Democrats had l o s t  t h e  peace a f t e r  winning World War I I .  D1 Ewart 

a l s o  a s s a i l e d  t h e  c o r r u p t i o n  in  Washington.  He p o in t e d  t o  th e  f a c t  

t h a t  he was an h o n es t  man who had come up th e  hard  way. Sena to r  

T a f t  s t a t e d  t h a t  i f  Montanans wanted "h o n es t  and e f f i c i e n t  government" 

they  should  v o te  f o r  D 'Ewart .^

D1 Ewart a l s o  p layed  upon th e  r e s t l e s s n e s s  o f  t h e  e l e c t o r a t e ,  

t h e i r  f e e l i n g  t h a t  something in  American l i f e  was am iss .  At t i m e s ,

D1 E w a r t ' s campaign sounded l i k e  a t r a v e l i n g  r e v i v a l  show. The

^The G rea t  F a l l s  T r i b u n e , 14 October  1952; 17 October  1952;
The Havre Daily  News, 13 October  1952; Landoe i n t e r v i e w ;  11D1 Ewart 
B io g ra p h y ,1' Box I ,  Wesley D1Ewart P a p e r s ,  Montana S t a t e  U n iv e r s i t y  
L i b r a r y ,  S pec ia l  C o l l e c t i o n s ,  Bozeman, Montana; h e r e a f t e r  c i t e d  as 
D1 Ewart P apers .

^The B i l l i n g s  G a z e t t e , 28 October  1952; The G rea t  F a l l s  Tr ibune,  
3 October  1952; 4 September 1952; The Glasgow C o u r i e r , 16 October 
1952; p r i n t e d  copy o f  speech  g iven  by Wesley D 'Ewart ,  d e l i v e r e d  over  
r a d i o  s t a t i o n  KRJF, Miles C i t y ,  Montana,  2 November 1952,  pp. 3 ,  4 ,
Box 3 ,  D1Ewart P apers .
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Congressman b e l i e v e d  America needed a s p i r i t u a l  awakening.  The 

C h r i s t i a n  r e l i g i o n ,  th e  dem ocra t i c  form o f  government,  and i n d i v id u a l  

i n i t i a t i v e  had made America t h e  g r e a t e s t  c o u n t ry  in  t h e  w o r ld ,  D1 Ewart 

b e l i e v e d .  What th e  c o u n t ry  needed was a r e t u r n  t o  t h e s e  v a l u e s ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o  C h r i s t i a n  b e l i e f s . ^

F r a s e r  a t t a c k e d  on t h r e e  f r o n t s .  He campaigned h e a v i ly  f o r  

Y e l lo w ta i l  Dam and accused  th e  incumbent o f  doing no th ing  to  g e t  the  

dam s t a r t e d .  P r e s i d e n t  Truman no ted  t h a t  " F ra s e r  w o n ' t  r e s t  u n t i l  

he g e t s  Y e l lo w ta i l  Dam." The c h a l l e n g e r  a t te m p te d  t o  make Y e l low ta i l  

Dam " th e"  i s s u e  o f  th e  campaign,  b u t  he f a i l e d .  In an e f f o r t  to  hold 

t h e  no rm al ly  Democrat ic  "h igh l i n e "  c o u n t i e s ,  F r a s e r  a t t a c k e d  the  

Republican farm p l a t f o r m ,  c l a im ing  t h i s  p lan  made t h e  fa rm er  the  

f o r g o t t e n  man o f  American p o l i t i c s .  He blamed th e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

problems o f  t h e  1920s on t h e  Republ icans  and promised con t inued  

Democrat ic  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  fa rm er .  F r a s e r ' s  t h i r d  i s s u e  was 

Eisenhower and t h e  i n a d v i s a b i l i t y  o f  having a m i l i t a r y  man in  the  

White House. F r a s e r  b e l i e v e d  t h i s  would be harmful to  t h e  count ry  

and to  i t s  form o f  government.  How could  Eisenhower,  as  a m i l i t a r y  

man, un d e r s tan d  abou t  g roce ry  p r i c e s ,  F r a s e r  wondered,  when Mamie

^The G rea t  F a l l s  T r ib u n e ,  4 September 1952.
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had never  had to  buy t h e i r  g r o c e r i e s  in  a lo c a l  marke t?  In choosing; 

t h i s  as  an i s s u e ,  F r a s e r  was g r a s p in g  a t  s tr aws .®

The Democrat ic  c h a l l e n g e r  a l s o  a t t a c k e d  on s e v e r a l  o t h e r  

i s s u e s .  He S t a t e d  h i s  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  T a f t - H a r t l e y  A c t ,  c a l l i n g  

f o r  i t s  r e p e a l ,  and accused th e  Republ icans  o f  c onduc t ing  "w i tch ­

hunts"  in  t h e i r  s e a r c h  f o r  Communists in  government.  F r a s e r  was 

heard  to  wonder a loud  how many Republ icans  would r e c o g n i z e  a Communist 

i f  they  saw one.  He a l s o  p romised ,  i f  e l e c t e d ,  to  do h i s  b e s t  to  

g e t  lower  f r e i g h t  r a t e s  f o r  Montana fa rm ers  s h ip p in g  produce o u t  o f  

t h e  s t a t e .  The high r a t e s ,  F r a s e r  a r g u e d ,  were p r e v e n t i n g  the  

development o f  Montana 's  economy. He a t t a c k e d  D1 Ewart f o r  v o t ing  f o r  

t h e  Reed-Bul lw ink le  B i l l  which ,  F r a s e r  s t a t e d ,  " e f f e c t i v e l y  c u r t a i l e d

a t t a c k s  upon unequal f r e i g h t  r a t e s  th rough  a n t i - t r u s t  l a w s ."  F ra s e r
7

took  a s t a n d  on every  i s s u e  he cou ld  uncover bu t  t o  l i t t l e  a v a i l .

D esp i te  D 'E w a r t ' s  s e v e ra l  te rms in  Congress , h i s  r e c o rd  was 

no t  a b ig  i s s u e  in  t h e  campaign.  O ther  than  vo te s  conce rn ing  

Y e l lo w ta i l  Dam and f r e i g h t  r a t e s ,  F r a s e r  b a r e l y  touched upon the  

Congressman's  r e c o r d .  D 'Ewart s t a t e d  t h a t  he was q u i t e  w i l l i n g  to  

run on h i s  r eco rd  in  t h e  House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  Campaign

6 I b i d . , 12 October  1952; I October  1952; 14 October  1952;
3 September 1952; 16 October  1952; 24 October 1952.

^The Helena P e o p l e ' s  V o ice , 26 September 1952; 6 June 1952;
The G rea t  F a l l s  T r ib u n e ,  18 October  1952.
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l i t e r a t u r e  p u t  o u t  by D1 E w a r t ' s  s t a f f  p o in t e d  t o  h i s  cha i rmansh ip

o f  t h e  House Ind ian  A f f a i r s  Committee,  which he would r e g a i n  i f  th e

Republ icans  won a m a j o r i t y  in  t h e  House. The l i t e r a t u r e  a l s o  noted

t h a t  D1 Ewart had au th o re d  numerous b i l l s  to  encourage r e s e a r c h

development and t h a t  d u r in g  th e  E i g h t y - f i r s t  Congress t h i r t y - t h r e e

b i l l s  he a u tho re d  had become law. Undoubtedly ,  F r a s e r  cou ld  f i n d

l i t t l e  t o  a t t a c k  in  D 'E w a r t ' s  r e c o rd  e x ce p t  t h e  v o te s  conce rn ing

8Y e l lo w ta i l  Dam and f r e i g h t  r a t e s .

On e l e c t i o n  day ,  D 'Ewart c rushed  F r a s e r ,  90 ,210 to  55,203,  

as  t h e  incumbent won a l l  t h i r t y - n i n e  c o u n t i e s  in  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  At 

f i r s t  g l a n c e ,  t h i s  e l e c t i o n  seemed t o  go a g a i n s t  Montana 's  t r a d i t i o n  

o f  s end ing  l i b e r a l  Democrats to  Washington.  Yet ,  t h i s  d i s t r i c t  

has been ,  over  t h e  y e a r s ,  a Republ ican  s t r o n g h o ld .  Through th e  1976 

e l e c t i o n .  Republ icans  had won tw en ty -one  o u t  o f  t h i r t y - t h r e e  c o n t e s t s  

in  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  This r a c e ,  r e s u l t i n g  in  a c o n s e r v a t i v e  Republican  

going t o  Washington,  a l s o  c o n t inued  t h e  p a t t e r n  o f  normalcy in  th e  

1952 e l e c t i o n s . ^

O
P r i n t e d  copy o f  speech g iven  by Wesley D 'Ewar t ,  d e l i v e r e d  

over  r a d i o  s t a t i o n  KRJF, Miles C i t y ,  Montana,  2 November 1952, Box 
3; " D 'Ewart B io graphy ,"  Box I ,  D'E w ar t  P a p e r s .

9Waldron,  pp. 358,  359; Malone and Roeder , e d s . , Montana 's  
P a s t , appendix  I I I ,  pp. 525-529.  S ix  o f  t h e  twelve  c o n t e s t s  won by 
Democrats have been s i n c e  1956, i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  in  1952 th e  d i s t r i c t  
was even more t r a d i t i o n a l l y  Republ ican .
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There was l i t t l e  D1 Ewart cou ld  have done t o  l o s e  t h i s  e l e c t i o n .  

His r e c o r d  and p rev io u s  e x p e r i e n c e  gave him a s t r o n g  p o l i t i c a l  base 

from which t o  run .  He b e n e f i t t e d  from th e  Eisenhower c a n d id acy ,  

a l th o u g h  he a lm os t  c e r t a i n l y  would have won no m a t t e r  who th e  Repub­

l i c a n s  had run f o r  P r e s i d e n t .  F r a s e r  had l i t t l e  chance from the  

s t a r t ,  and most Democrats knew i t .  In s h o r t ,  D 'Ewart was an e x p e r i ­

enced Republ ican  c a n d i d a t e  in  a Republ ican  d i s t r i c t .  The c o n t e s t  was 

h a rd ly  a r a c e .



V I I I .  THE GUBERNATORIAL RACE

The 1952 g u b e r n a t o r i a l  e l e c t i o n  in  Montana was h o t l y  c o n t e s t e d  

between Democrat ic  incumbent John Bonner and Republican c h a l l e n g e r  ■ 

J .  Hugo Aronson.  Again ,  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p h i lo s o p h i e s  o f  th e  two c a n d i ­

d a t e s  o f f e r e d  th e  v o t e r  a d e f i n i t e  c h o i c e .  While t h e  c o n t e s t  was 

b i t t e r l y  f o u g h t ,  t h i s  r a c e  p rov ided  t h e  only  humorous a b s u r d i t i e s  

t h e r e  were d u r in g  t h e  1952 campaign. Bonner s u f f e r e d  from d i s s e n s i o n  

w i t h i n  h i s  own p a r t y .  Aronson hammered away a t  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  of  

B onner ' s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and c a l l e d  f o r  a b u s i n e s s l i k e  s t a t e  govern­

ment.  P r i m a r i l y  on th e  b a s i s  o f  B onner ' s  pe rsona l  c o n d u c t ,  which 

Aronson never  men t ioned ,  t h e  c h a l l e n g e r  unsea ted  t h e  incumbent by 

a margin o f  rough ly  5,000  v o t e s .

John Bonner was born on 16 J u l y  1902 a t  B u t t e .  He had been 

a t e a c h e r  and a lawyer  b e fo re  becoming Montana 's  a t t o r n e y  genera l  in 

1941. In 1947,  t h e  Vete rans  o f  Fore ign  Wars e l e c t e d  Bonner,  a World 

War I I  h e r o ,  to  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  s t a t e  commander. Bonner used t h i s  

p o s i t i o n  as a s p r in g b o a rd  to  th e  g o v e rn o r s h ip ,  d e f e a t i n g  incumbent 

Sam Ford in  1948. A l i b e r a l  whose p h i lo sophy  and a c t i o n s  d id  not  

always match ,  Bonner won in  1948 p r i m a r i l y  on a campaign promise
I

to  c l e a n  up t h e  s t a t e  government.

^Who's Who in  t h e  West,  1951 (Chicago:  A. N. Marquis  C o . , 
1951) ,  p. 72;  B i l l i n g s  i n t e r v i e w .



Hugo Aronson was born on I September 1891 in  Sweden. In 1911, 

he immigrated t o  t h e  United  S t a t e s  and e v e n t u a l l y  ended up in  Montana.

A s e l f -m a d e  man, Aronson had b u i l t  a f o r t u n e  in  t h e  o i l  and t r u c k i n g  

b u s i n e s s e s .  No s t r a n g e r  to  Montana p o l i t i c s ,  he had s e rv ed  in  both  

b ranches  o f  t h e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  With t h e  nickname o f  t h e  "Ga llop ing  

Swede," he was a c o l o r f u l  campaigner  and a popu la r  v o te  g e t t e r .
2

Aronson was p a r t  o f  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  wing o f  th e  Republ ican  p a r ty .

Governor Bonner was hampered by o p p o s i t i o n  w i t h i n  h i s  own 

p a r t y .  Many l i b e r a l s  were d i s s a t i s f i e d  w i th  the  governor  and b e l i e v e d  

he cou ld  no t  win r e e l e c t i o n .  Some o f  t h e  d i s s i d e n t s  urged  L ie u te n a n t  

Governor Paul Cannon t o  c h a l l e n g e  Bonner in  th e  Democra t ic  pr imary.  

Cannon d e c l i n e d ,  b e l i e v i n g  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  f u t u r e  l a y  e l se w h e re .  When 

th e  Republ icans  nominated t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  Aronson,  t h e  d i s s i d e n t s  

were f o r c e d  back i n t o  t h e  f o l d .  Although they  s u p p o r te d  Bonner, they  

d id  so w i th  l i t t l e  en thus ia sm .  Thus,  t h e  governor  was handicapped
3

from th e  s t a r t  in  h i s  b id  f o r  r e e l e c t i o n .

There was one b a s i c  i s s u e  in  t h i s  c o n t e s t ,  B o n n e r ' s  r eco rd  as^ 

governor .  The c a n d i d a t e s  t r a d e d  cha rge s  back and f o r t h  as t o  th e  

g o v e r n o r ' s  r e c o r d ,  Bonner a rgu ing  t h a t  he had f u l f i l l e d  h i s  promise 

to  c l e a n  up th e  government and Aronson cha rg ing  t h a t  Bonner had tu rn ed

^Who's Who in  t h e  West,  1958 (Chicago:  A. N. Marquis Co. ,
1958) ,  p.  33;  Aronson and Brockman, p. 99;  K a r l i n ,  p.  115.

3B i l l i n g s  i n t e r v i e w ;  K a r l i n ,  p. 115.
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t h e  government i n t o  a mess. The c a n d i d a t e s  seldom l o s t  s i g h t  o f  the  

i s s u e ,  b u t  when they  d i d ,  t h e  r e s u l t s  bo rdered  on th e  a bsu rd .

The c a n d i d a t e s  proved e a r l y  i n  t h e  campaign t h a t  no th ing  was 

too  smal l  t o  be d i s c u s s e d .  N o t ic ing  a Bonner campaign p o s t e r  on 

th e  g o v e r n o r ' s  mansion,  Aronson accused  th e  governor  o f  b reak ing  

Montana 's  campaign laws.  Bonner ap o lo g ized  t o  Aronson,  s t a t i n g  t h a t  

h i s  f i v e  y e a r  o ld  s o n ,  who had p u t  up t h e  p o s t e r ,  would t a k e  i t  down 

and t h a t  i f  Aronson wanted equal  t ime he should  send one o f  h is  

campaign p o s t e r s  t o  th e  g o v e r n o r ' s  s on ,  who would t a c k  i t  up to  

i n s u r e  f a i r n e s s .  Aronson promptly accused  th e  governor  o f  Montana 

o f  h id i n g  behind  a f i v e  y e a r  o ld  boy. The whole a f f a i r  had an au ra  

o f  u n r e a l i t y  and u n b e l i e v a b i l i t y  about  i t .  I t  would be t h a t  kind o f

campaign;  no th ing  would be too  t r i v i a l  f o r  th e  c a n d i d a t e s  t o  d i s c u s s .
4

They fo u g h t  hard  b u t  th e y  g e n e r a l l y  fo u g h t  c l e a n l y .

With many Democrats g iv in g  him on ly  luke-warm s u p p o r t ,  Bonner 

found he needed th e  s u p p o r t  o f  labor,  even more than  in  t h e  p a s t .  

Consequen t ly ,  e a r l y  in h i s  campaign he began a s t r o n g  p lay  f o r  the  

con t inued  s u p p o r t  o f  l a b o r  and th e  un ions .  In a Labor Day speech ,  

Bonner p o in t e d  o u t  t h a t  the  unions  had made numerous advances dur ing  

h i s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  Labor,  cl aimed Bonner,  had more r e c o g n i t i o n  than  

e v e r  b e f o r e .  He accused Aronson o f  be ing  a n t i - l a b o r  and a t t a c k e d

^The Grea t  F a l l s  T r i b u n e , 7 Sep tember ,  1952; 8 September 1952.
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t h e  c h a l l e n g e r ' s  v o t in g  r e c o rd  as a s t a t e  l e g i s l a t o r  on l a b o r  
c

i s s u e s .

The governor  cla imed he had d e l i v e r e d  on h i s  1948 campaign 

promise  to  c l ean  up s t a t e  government.  He had r e o r g a n i z e d  th e  

e x e c u t i v e  d e p a r tm e n t ,  removed p o l i t i c s  from th e  s t a t e  l i q u o r  adm in is ­

t r a t i o n ,  improved t h e  s t a t e  highway s ys tem ,  and improved th e  s t a t e ' s  

f i n a n c i a l  s t a n d i n g .  Much p ro g re s s  had been made, and w h i le  i t  might  

n o t  have been as much as some l i b e r a l  Democrats may have hoped f o r ,  

Bonner f e l t  h i s  r e c o rd  showed t h a t  he deserved  t o  be r e e l e c t e d . ^  

Bonner c o n c e n t r a t e d  on t h r e e  a r e a s  in  de fend ing  h i s  reco rd .

One o f  t h e s e  was t h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  The 

governor  p o in t e d  w i th  p r i d e  to  t h e  improvements in  t h e  s t a t e  h o s p i t a l  

a t  Warm Spr ings  and t h e  s t a t e  school  a t  Boulder.  He a l s o  po in ted  

to  improvements made a t  t h e  Miles C i ty  School f o r  Boys. The s t a t e  

i n s t i t u t i o n s , Bonner c la im e d ,  were now in  e x c e l l e n t  c o n d i t i o n .

Another a r e a  o f  c o n s i d e r a b l e  improvement was th e  highway sys tem,  s a id  

Bonner. Montana ' s  highways had been improved both  by r e p a i r i n g  o l d e r  

ones and by b u i l d i n g  new ones .  Bonner noted  t h a t  more roads  had been

^The G rea t  F a l l s  T r i b u n e , 2 September 1952; 29 September 1952; 
The Missoula Daily  M is s o u l i a n , 21 August  1952.

^The Grea t  F a l l s  T r i b u n e , 23 September 1952; 6 September 1952. 
For more in fo rm a t io n  on th e  s t a t e  l i q u o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  s ee  Larry  D. 
Quinn,  P o l i t i c i a n s  in  B u s in es s :  A H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  L iquor  Control  
System Tn Montana (M issou la :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Montana P r e s s ,  1970).
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b u i l t  in  t h e  t h r e e  and a h a l f  y e a r s  o f  h i s  l e a d e r s h i p  than  in  e i g h t  

y e a r s  under  Republican  Sam Ford.  F i n a l l y ,  the  governor  p o in t e d  to  

t h e  sound f i n a n c i a l  s t a n d i n g  upon which he had p la ced  th e  s t a t e .

Bonner noted  t h a t  when he took o f f i c e  t h e r e  had been on ly  $7 m i l l i o n  

in  t h e  s t a t e ' s  gene ra l  fund.  Now, a f t e r  h i s  f i r s t  t e rm ,  t h e r e  was 

$15.5 m i l l i o n  in  t h e  fund.  Bonner had i n v e s t e d  s t a t e  money in  b a n k s , 

so  t h a t  i t  was now g a in in g  i n t e r e s t .  The hand l ing  o f  p u b l i c  funds 

had been improved.  But b e s t  o f  a l l ,  Bonner had done a l l  o f  t h i s
7

w i th o u t  i n s t i t u t i n g  any new t a x e s .

The main q u e s t i o n  in  t h i s  e l e c t i o n ,  s t a t e d  t h e  g o v e rn o r ,  was

w he the r  th e  peop le  o f  Montana wanted a change.  A ronson 's  e l e c t i o n

would b r in g  a change ,  b u t  t h a t  change would be a s t e p  backwards.

Bonner claimed t h a t  Aronson would r e t u r n  t h e  s t a t e  t o  th e  do -no th ing

type  o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  which Bonner had ended.  Bonner went so f a r

as t o  accuse  Aronson o f  l i v i n g  in  ho rse  and buggy days .  The governor

no ted t h a t  th e  c h a l l e n g e r  was quick  to  c r i t i c i z e  t h e  p r e s e n t  p o l i c i e s ,

8b u t  t h a t  Aronson o f f e r e d  no a l t e r n a t i v e  programs o f  h i s  own.

Aronson b e l i e v e d  t h a t  what  t h e  s t a t e  needed was l e s s  p o l i t i c s  

and more b u s in e s s  in  government.  I t  was t ime to  g iv e  t h e  government

^The G rea t  F a l l s  T r i b u n e , 6 September 1952; 23 September 1952; 
15 October 1952; The B u t t e  Montana S t a n d a r d , 30 October  1952.

O
The Helena Independent  Record , 23 September 1952; The Grea t  

F a l l s  T r ib u n e ,  23 September 1952.; 18 October  1952; 29 October  1952.
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back t o  th e  peop le .  He promised h o n e s t  and e f f i c i e n t  government,  

no th ing  e l s e .  Years l a t e r ,  a f t e r  l e a v in g  p o l i t i c s ,  he w ro te  o f  t h i s ;  

campaign: "The most im p o r tan t  t h i n g  I d id  in  t h e  campaign was to

make no p o l i t i c a l  promises t o  anyone ."  Aronson c o n t i n u a l l y  hammered 

away a t  th e  la c k  o f  e f f i c i e n c y  in  B onner ' s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  charg ing  

t h a t  p o l i t i c s  were too  invo lved  in  t h e  s t a t e  government,  and t h a t  i t  

was t ime to  run th e  government in  a b u s i n e s s l i k e  manner.  This was 

such a c o n s t a n t  theme in  A ronson 's  speeches  t h a t ,  a t  t i m e s ,  the  

c h a l l e n g e r  sounded l i k e  a broken r e c o r d . ^

Aronson a l s o  a t t a c k e d  s p e c i f i c  a s p e c t s  o f  B onner ' s  r eco rd  as 

governor .  I f  Bonner could  choose highways ,  s t a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n s , and 

f i n a n c e s  to  focus  upon in  p o i n t i n g  t o  h i s  a ch ievem en ts ,  Aronson could 

j u s t  as  well  a t t a c k  Bonner in  th o s e  same a r e a s .  Aronson s a i d  the  

highway depar tm en t  was a mess.  He accused th e  governor  o f  p lay ing  

a pa t ro n a g e  game w i th  appoin tm ents  in  t h e  depar tm en t .  Aronson claimed 

Bonner had f i r e d  well  q u a l i f i e d  highway personnel  a f t e r  making a 

campaign promise in  1948 n o t  to  p lay  p o l i t i c s  w i th  t h e  depar tment .

Some o f  t h e  s t a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  may have been improved,  b u t  n o t  the  

s t a t e  p r i s o n  a t  Deer Lodge, charged Aronson.  P r i s o n e r s  were al lowed 

to  roam th e  town, v i s i t  t h e  t a v e r n s ,  o r  go f i s h i n g ;  and th e  townspeople

^The G rea t  F a l l s  T r i b u n e , 6 September 1952; 29 June  1952;
29 October  1952; p o l i t i c a l  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  in  The G rea t  F a l l s  T r i b u n e ,
2 November 1952; Aronson and Brockman, p.  102.
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l i v e d  in  f e a r ,  s t a t e d  Aronson.  The boys '  school  a t  Miles C i t y ,  s t a t e d  

t h e  c h a l l e n g e r ,  was n o th ing  b u t  a p r e p a r a t o r y  school  f o r  Deer Lodge.

As f o r  s t a t e  f i n a n c e s , th e  governor  had h i s  f i g u r e s  w rong , charged 

Aronson.  The r e c o r d s ,  c laimed th e  c h a l l e n g e r ,  showed $10,343,086 

in  t h e  s t a t e ' s  gene ra l  fund when Bonner took o f f i c e  and t h e r e  was 

now $7 ,091 ,424  in  t h e  f u n d . ^

In t h e  middle  o f  O c tober ,  Bonner c h a l len g e d  Aronson t o  a 

d e b a t e ,  s ay in g  t h a t  i f  Aronson had a n y th in g  to  say  he shou ld  acc ep t  

t h e  c h a l l e n g e .  By t h i s  t ime Bonner a p p a r e n t l y  b e l i e v e d  he was 

t r a i l i n g  Aronson.  I t  i s  n e a r l y  a x io m a t i c  among p o l i t i c i a n s  t h a t  

an incumbent does n o t  deba te  a . c h a l l e n g e r ,  s i n c e  t h e  incumbent has 

much t o  l o s e  and l i t t l e  to  ga in .  The ex ce p t io n  t o  t h i s  i s  when 

th e  incumbent seems s u re  to  be u n s e a te d .  Bonner a p p a r e n t l y  b e l i e v e d
-S=Z- I I

t h i s  t o  be t h e  ca s e .

Aronson must have ag reed  w i th  B onner ' s  a n a l y s i s  o f  th e  cam­

p a i g n ,  and,  b e l i e v i n g  he had too  much t o  l o s e ,  d e c l i n e d  th e  o f f e r .

He d id  t a k e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to  s l a p  ag a in  a t  t h e  governor .  Said 

Aronson: "Governor Bonner has t r a v e l e d  to  every  c o r n e r  o f  Montana

t o  make speeches  s e v e r a l  t imes each week dur ing  th e  y e a r s  he has been

10 ■ ; '' ■■
i u The Helena P e o p l e ' s  V o ice , 31 October 1952; The Grea t  F a l l s  

T r i b u n e , 26 September 1952; The M issou la  Daily M issou l I a n , 2 October 
1952; 15 October  1952; The Helena Independen t  Record , 19 October 
1952; The B i l l i n g s  G a z e t t e , 10 October  1952.

^ T h e  G rea t  F a l l s  T r ib u n e ,  15 October  1952.
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governor .  I 'm j u s t  a hard-work ing  s t i f f ,  who has been working a t  a

b u s in e s s  and n o t  p r a c t i c i n g  p u b l i c  s p e a k in g . "  B e s id e s ,  a deba te  would

be u n f a i r  t o  Bonner,  Aronson b e l i e v e d ,  c o n s id e r i n g  what  t h e  governor

would have t o  t a l k  abou t .  What th e  c h a l l e n g e r  meant was t h a t  the

governor  would have to  t a l k  about  t h e  i n e f f i c i e n c y  Aronson was

12e f f e c t i v e l y  cha rg ing  him w i th .

Aronson a t t a c k e d  on two o t h e r  f r o n t s .  He charged  t h a t  Bonner

took  c r e d i t  f o r  eve ry  improvement in  t h e  s t a t e .  "To l i s t e n  t o  my

opponen t ,"  he s a i d ,  " t h e r e  was n o t  even a s t a t e  o f  Montana u n t i l  he ,

was e l e c t e d  g o v e r n o r . " Aronson argued  t h a t  th e  Republ ican  dominated

l e g i s l a t u r e s  d u r ing  B onner ' s  t e n u r e  dese rved  a l a r g e  p a r t  o f  t h e  '

c r e d i t  on t h e  grounds t h a t  " i t ' s  easy  to  s ig n  good l e g i s l a t i o n  a f t e r

i t  has been p a s s e d . "  As p a r t  o f  th o s e  l e g i s l a t u r e s ,  Aronson b e l i e v e d

13he a l s o  dese rved  some o f  th e  c r e d i t  f o r  t h e  s t a t e ' s  p r o g r e s s .

The c h a l l e n g e r  a l s o  a t t a c k e d  t h e  governor  f o r  be ing  o u t  o f  

s t a t e  so f r e q u e n t l y .  The g o v e rn o r ,  Aronson a rg u ed ,  s h ou ld  s t a y  home 

and do h i s  j o b ,  no t  t r a v e l  a l l  over  t h e  United  S t a t e s .  Aronson f a i l e d  

t o  p la y  up th e  f a c t  t h a t  Governor Bonner had been a r r e s t e d  in  New 

Orleans  on a drunk and d i s o r d e r l y  cha rge  stemming from a New Y ear ' s  

Eve p a r t y .  D esp i te  t h e  u rg ings  o f  o t h e r  R e p u b l i c a n s , Aronson r e fu s e d  12 13

12I b i d . , 15 October  1952.

13I b i d . ,  29 October 1952; 24 September 1952.
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t o  mention th e  i n c i d e n t  o r  p lay  up t h e  g o v e r n o r ' s  p e r s o n a l  conduct

in  g e n e r a l . Aronson1had no need t o  p la y  up B onner ' s  pe rsona l  conduc t ,

s i n c e  Bonner ' s  d r i n k i n g  problems were well  known th r o u g h o u t  the  

14s t a t e .

Bonner d id  h i s  b e s t  t o  c o u n t e r  Aronson 's  cha rges  o f  absen­

te e i s m .  Bonner argued  t h a t  no governor  could  succeed  by s t a y i n g  in  

t h e  c a p i t a l ;  he had t o  g e t  o u t  i n t o  t h e  s t a t e  and b r i n g  th e  govern­

ment t o  t h e  p e o p le .  A f t e r  a l l ,  Bonner n o t e d ,  a fa rm e r  could  no t  

succeed  by s t a y i n g  in  h i s  house a l l .  day;  he had t o  g e t  o u t  i n t o  the  

f i e l d .  The governor  a l s o  charged Aronson with  a b s en te e i s m  in  the  

s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  Bonner,  however,  cou ld  do l i t t l e  abou t  the  

c h a l l e n g e r ' s  r e f e r e n c e s  to  t h e  g o v e r n o r ' s  numerous o u t  o f  s t a t e  

t r i p s . * 15

The c a n d i d a t e s  a l s o  a t t a c k e d  each o t h e r  on th e  q u e s t i o n  o f  a 

s t a t e  s a l e s  t a x ,  always a touchy i s s u e  in  Montana p o l i t i c s .  Bonner 

s t a t e d  t h a t  he opposed a s t a t e  s a l e s  t a x  and accused Aronson of  

s u p p o r t i n g  th e  i d e a .  Aronson den ied  t h a t  he f avo red  a s a l e s  ta x

^ T h e  Missoula  Dai ly  M is s o u l i a n , 15 October 1952;  The Grea t  
F a l l s  T r i b u n e , 21 October  1952; [ J e r r y  B. House?] t o  J .  H. Morrow,
J r . ,  29 October  1952,  p. I ,  Box 5 ,  Ecton P apers ;  B i l l i n g s  i n t e r v i e w ;  
Dorothy E. Hageman t o  Marcus P. Rasmussen,  13 October  1952,  Aronson 
P a p e r s ,  u n c a t a lo g e d ,  Montana Governors '  P ape r s ,  C o l l e c t i o n  No. 35,  
S t a t e  H i s t o r i c a l  L i b r a r y ,  Helena ,  Montana.

15The G rea t  F a l l s  T r i b u n e , 21 October 1952; The B i l l i n g s  
G a z e t t e ,  12 October  1952.
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o r  t h a t  he had e v e r  vo ted  f o r  one.  He d i d ,  however,  admit  t o  v o t in g  

f o r  a I t f - t a x -o n  c i g a r e t t e s ,  b u t  argued  t h a t  t h i s  d id  n o t  c o n s t i t u t e  

a s a l e s  t a x .  This  comment came s e v e r a l  days a f t e r  Aronson had 

a t t a c k e d  Bonner f o r  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  same c i g a r e t t e  t a x .  Each c a n d i ­

d a t e  t r i e d  to  p i c t u r e  t h e  o t h e r  as  f a v o r i n g  a s a l e s  t a x  by h i s  

s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  c i g a r e t t e  t a x ,  o f  which both  had approved.  N e i th e r  

c a n d i d a t e  succeeded  in  p i c t u r i n g  th e  o t h e r  as  a f r i e n d  o f  a s a l e s  

t a x  and Montanans r e l a x e d ,  f r e e  ag a in  from the  t h r e a t  o f  such a 

t a x . * 6

Two small  s c a n d a l s  hampered B o n n e r ' s  campaign.  In September,  

B i l l i n g s  p o l i c e  a r r e s t e d  a Bonner campaign man f o r  i l l e g a l l y  p la c in g  

Bonner p o s t e r s  on power l i n e  p o l e s .  Although th e  man r e c e i v e d  only  

a Itf f i n e ,  t h e  Aronson peop le  had a f i e l d  day p o i n t i n g  t o  th e  i n c i ­

d e n t  as t y p i c a l  o f  th e  u n p r i n c i p l e d  Bonner a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  Aronson 

a l s o  used th e  i n c i d e n t  t o  accuse  t h e  governor  o f  u s ing  s t a t e  p e r ­

sonnel  in  h i s  campaign.  In e a r l y  O c to b e r ,  a second small  scandal  

broke o u t ,  t h i s  t ime i n  t h e  S t a t e  Fish  and Game Depar tment.  Three 

game wardens were a r r e s t e d  f o r  i l l e g a l l y  k i l l i n g  two e l k .  Aronson 

im media te ly  accused B onner ' s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  be ing  a t  f a u l t .

Bonner r e p l i e d  t h a t  none o f  t h e  wardens invo lved  were h i s  a p p o i n t e e s ;

16The G rea t  F a l l s  T r i b u n e , 20 J u ly  1952; The Helena Indepen­
d e n t  Record , 30 September 1952; The Bozeman Dai ly  C h r o n i c l e , 5 October  
1952; The Malta P h i l l i p s  County News, 2 October 1952,  The Bu t te  
Montana S t a n d a rd ,  30 October  1952.
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i n d e e d ,  two were Republ ican  a p p o i n t e e s .  The governor  s a i d  they  

would be f i r e d  i f  found g u i l t y  i n  c o u r t ,  b u t  only  th e n .  Severa l  

days l a t e r  i t  was d i s c o v e re d  t h a t  Bonner had app o in ted  two o f  the  

wardens .  When th e y  were found g u i l t y  in  c o u r t ,  Bonner prompt ly  

f i r e d  them. Both s c a n d a l s  were s m a l l ,  b u t  they  s e rv ed  t o  undersco re  

what  Aronson had been s ay in g  th ro u g h o u t  t h e  campaign.  Such i n c i d e n t s  

were n o t  t y p i c a l  o f  Bonner ' s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  bu t  they  came a t  a t ime 

when th e y  were bound t o  h u r t  h i s  chances f o r  r e e l e c t i o n . ^

The problem o f  Joe  M i l l e r ,  i n  t h e  Unemployment Compensation 

D i v i s i o n ,  a l s o  hampered B onner ' s  campaign.  The e x a c t  d e t a i l s  o f  the  

problem a r e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  a s c e r t a i n ,  b u t  some f a c t s  a r e  a p p a re n t .  

Bonner had app o in ted  M i l l e r ,  a used c a r  sa lesman ,  p r i m a r i l y  because  

o f  t h e i r  f r i e n d s h i p .  For some r e a s o n ,  o p p o s i t i o n  to  M i l l e r  sp read  

q u ic k ly  th rough  th e  depa r tm en t .  Bonner r e f u s e d  t o  f i r e  M i l l e r  and 

th e  b u re a u c ra c y  turned,  i t s  o p p o s i t i o n  on th e  g o v e rn o r ,  to o .  Opposi­

t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  depa r tm en t  became p a r t i c u l a r l y  e v i d e n t  a t  t h e  county 

l e v e l . While c e r t a i n l y  n o t  one o f  t h e  majo r  r ea so n s  f o r  Bonner 's  

d e f e a t ,  i t  most  c e r t a i n l y  d id  no t  h e l p ,  and i t  u nde r sco red  Aronson 's  

cha rges  o f  p o l i t i c s  in  government and t h e  i n e f f i c i e n c y  o f  Bonner 's

^ The Havre Daily  News, 17 September 1952; The G rea t  F a l l s  
T r i b u n e , 8 October  1952; 11 October  1952; The Lewistown Daily  News, 8
8 October  1952.



77

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  One e d i t o r  c a l l e d  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  one o f  t h e  most
18i n e p t  in  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  Montana.

During th e  l a s t  week o f  t h e  campaign,  Bonner a t t em p ted  to  

b r in g  a new i s s u e ,  o i l , i n t o  t h e  campaign.  T h i s ,  a s s e r t e d  t h e  gov­

e r n o r ,  was t h e  "hidden" i s s u e  o f  t h e  campaign.  Bonner noted  t h a t  

s t a t e  l a n d s ,  which were b e l i e v e d  t o  cove r  l a r g e  o i l  r e s e r v e s ,  could 

p r o v i d e ,  th rough  l e a s i n g  t o  o i l  companies ,  revenue f o r  t h e  s t a t e ' s  

e d u c a t io n  system. He c o n t r a s t e d  h i s  r e c o r d  o f  working f o r  educa t ion  

w i th  A ronson 's  c l o s e n e s s  t o  th e  o i l  i n t e r e s t s .  "The h e r i t a g e  o f  t h e  

s c h o o l c h i l d r e n  o f  Montana i s  a t  s t a k e , "  o v e r s t a t e d  t h e  governor .

This  a t t e m p t  t o  i n t r o d u c e  o i l  as  an i s s u e  was too  l i t t l e ,  to o  l a t e  

and f a i l e d  m i s e r a b l y . ^

Montana v o t e r s  gave Aronson a narrow 5 ,0 5 4 -v o te  v i c t o r y  over  

Bonner - -  134,432 v o te s  f o r  Aronson t o  129,369 f o r  t h e  incumbent.

In some ways th e  r e s u l t  could  be seen  as a v o te  a g a i n s t  Bonner r a t h e r  

than  a v o te  f o r  Aronson.  The pr im ary  f a c t o r  in  B o n n e r ' s  d e f e a t  was 

h i s  own pe rsona l  conduc t .  Although Aronson never  used t h i s  as an 

i s s u e ,  most  Montanans were aware o f  t h e  g o v e r n o r ' s  i n a b i l i t y  to  hold  

h i s  a l c o h o l . New O r leans  was m ere ly  an example.  Such escapades  c o s t  

Bonner d e a r l y  a t  e l e c t i o n  t im e .  The f a c t  t h a t  some Democra ts , who

I  O
B i l l i n g s  i n t e r v i e w ;  The Harlowton Times, 30 October  1952.

I Q
The G rea t  F a l l s  T r ib u n e ,  I November 1952.
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had sup p o r ted  him s t r o n g l y  in  1948,  gave him only  luke-warm s u p p o r t

in  t h i s  e l e c t i o n  a l s o  h u r t  th e  g ove rno r .  Some o f  t h e s e  Democrats

b e l i e v e d  B onner ' s  pe rsona l  conduct  made him u n e l e c t a b l e .  Some

l i b e r a l  Democrats f e l t  B onner ' s  programs as governor  had n o t  been

l i b e r a l  enough.  Unable to  f i n d  an a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  Bonner,  they

20s u p p o r ted  him, b u t  no t  e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y .

Aronson g a rn e red  v o te s  by e x p l o i t i n g  t h e  i n e f f i c i e n c y  o f  the  

Bonner A d m in i s t r a t i o n  in  two a r e a s  im p o r ta n t  to  a l l  v o t e r s .  One was 

t h e  Highway Depar tment;  t h e  o t h e r  was th e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  Montana 's  

s t a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n s , p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  s t a t e  p r i s o n  a t  Deer Lodge.

Bonner was n o t  as  poor an a d m i n i s t r a t o r  as Aronson p i c t u r e d  him, 

b u t  Aronson p ic ked  th e  r i g h t  p l a c e s  t o  a t t a c k  th e  governo r  on such 

a c h a rg e .  The a r r e s t  o f  a Bonner campaign man in  B i l l i n g s ,  the  

scanda l  in  t h e  Fish  and Game Depar tment,  and th e  M i l l e r  problem 

u ndersco red  th e  c h a l l e n g e r ' s  c h a r g e s .  F i n a l l y ,  Bonner f a i l e d  to  

b r ing  t o  t h e  f r o n t  such "hidden" i s s u e s  as o i l  land  income and h igh­

way t r u c k i n g  t a x e s .  Both had th e  p o t e n t i a l  o f  be ing  im p o r ta n t  so u rces  

o f  s t a t e  income. As a f r i e n d  o f  both  t h e  o i l  and th e  t r u c k i n g

on
Waldron,  p. 356; K a r l i n ,  p. 115; B i l l i n g s  i n t e r v i e w ;  Landoe 

i n t e r v i e w ;  R. E. Bodley t o  J e r r y  B. House,  10 November 1952, p. I ,
Box 6 ,  Ecton Papers .
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i n d u s t r i e s ,  Aronson would have been v u l n e r a b l e  t o  a t t a c k  on how he
21would handle  t h e  problems as governor .

This  e l e c t i o n  p o in t e d  t o  a newly emerging p a t t e r n  in  Montana 

p o l i t i c s .  I n s t e a d  o f  c o n t in u in g  an o ld  p a t t e r n ,  t h i s  e l e c t i o n  se rved  

p r i m a r i l y  t o  s o l i d i f y  a r e l a t i v e l y  new one.  The p r e v a l e n c e  o f  Repub­

l i c a n  governors  was a r e l a t i v e l y  new phenomenon in  Montana p o l i t i c s .  

The beg inn ing  o f  t h i s  new t r e n d  was t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  Sam Ford in  1940. 

Between th e  g r a n t i n g  o f  s t a t e h o o d  and F o rd ' s  e l e c t i o n .  Democrats had 

occupied  th e  g o v e r n o r ' s  mansion n in e  t i m e s ,  t o  only  two t imes  f o r  

th e  R epub l icans .  F o r d ' s  e l e c t i o n  ushe red  in  a new e r a .  Bonner 's  

e l e c t i o n  in  1948 momenta r i ly  r e v e r s e d  t h e  new t r e n d ,  and h is  

r e e l e c t i o n  cou ld  have r e t u r n e d  Montana to  i t s  o ld  t r a d i t i o n  o f  Demo­

c r a t i c  g o v e rn o r s .  I n s t e a d ,  A ronson ' s  e l e c t i o n  began s i x t e e n  y e a r s  

o f  Republ ican  c o n t ro l  o f  t h e  g o v e rn o r s h ip .  From F o r d ' s  f i r s t  v i c t o r y  

in  1940,  Republ icans  c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  g o v e rn o r s h ip  f o r  t w e n t y - e i g h t  

y e a r s ,  e x c e p t  f o r  B onner ' s  f o u r - y e a r  t e n u r e .  Thus,  Aronson 's  e l e c t i o n

se rved  t o  s o l i d i f y  and ,  in  a s e n s e ,  t o  r e s t o r e ,  a p a t t e r n  o f  Repub-

22l i c a n  c o n t ro l  o f  t h e  g o v e rn o r s h ip .

21 Landoe i n t e r v i e w ;  K a r l i n ,  p. 115.

Malone and Roeder , eds .  , Montana 's  P a s t , appendix  I I ,  p. 524.'22



IX. SUMMARY

In r e t r o s p e c t ,  t h e  1952 Montana e l e c t i o n s  were im p o r ta n t  f o r  

t h e  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  in v o lv ed .  The e l e c t i o n  r e p r e s e n t e d  a changing o f  

t h e  guard  in  t h e  s t a t e ' s  p o l i t i c s .  Three  o f  th e  v i c t o r s  were e l e c t e d  

t o  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  o f f i c e s  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime .  Mike M ansf ie ld  went 

on t o  a b r i l l i a n t  c a r e e r  in  th e  U.S. S e n a t e ,  d u r ing  which he se rved  

as S ena te  m a j o r i t y  l e a d e r  l o n g e r  th a n  any o t h e r  person  i n  h i s t o r y .

Lee M e tc a l f  went  t o  Washington f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime and proceeded  to  

b u i l d  a r e p u t a t i o n  which b rought  him a S ena te  s e a t  i n  1960. S ince  

t h e n ,  M e tc a l f  has e s t a b l i s h e d  h im s e l f  as  a major  f i g u r e  in  Montana 's  

t r a d i t i o n  o f  famous l i b e r a l  S e n a t o r s .  Hugo Aronson went on to  s e rv e  

two terms as one o f  Montana 's  most  p o p u la r  governo rs .  Wesley D 'Ewart ,  

t h e  one winner  no t  going t o  a new o f f i c e ,  f e l t  s t r o n g  enough a f t e r  

h i s  b ig  v i c t o r y  t o  c h a l l e n g e  S en a to r  James Murray in  1954. When th e  

Congressman l o s t .  P r e s i d e n t  Eisenhower app o in ted  him t o  a high p o s i t i o n  

in  t h e  U.S. N at iona l  Park S e r v i c e . ^

The 1952 e l e c t i o n  a l s o  r e f l e c t e d  a s h i f t  t o  c o n s e rv a t i s m  among 

Montana v o t e r s .  This  s h i f t  was n o t  o f  g r e a t  enough p r o p o r t i o n s  to  

b reak  th e  normal c o u r s e  o f  Montana p o l i t i c s .  Republ icans  d id  c u t  

deep ly  i n t o  Democrat ic  v o t e s ,  and in  t h a t  sense  1952 cou ld  be c a l l e d  

a Republ ican  y e a r .  R ep u b l ican s ,  even when they  l o s t ,  r an  well  t h a t

1Payne,  p. 218.
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y e a r .  They held  t h e i r  e a s t e r n  Congress iona l  s e a t  and took th e  

g o v e rn o r s h ip  away from, th e  Democrats.  Republ icans  dominated the  

new s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e .

The s h i f t  in  v o t e r  s e n t i m e n t  was n o t  enough,  however,  to  g ive  

th e  Republ icans  a sweep. The Democrats he ld  t h e  w e s te rn  Congress ional  

s e a t  and took  a U.S. Sena te  s e a t  away from th e  R epub l icans .  Nor were 

t h e  Republ icans  a b l e  t o  b u i l d  on t h i s  v o t e r  s h i f t .  In 1954,  Demo­

c r a t i c  S e n a to r  James Murray d e f e a t e d  Wesley D 'Ewart i n  a very  c l o s e  

r a c e ,  and in  1956 the. Democrats had c a p tu r e d  th e  e a s t e r n  Congress ional  

s e a t .  . With t h e  e x c e p t io n  o f  t h e  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  e l e c t i o n ,  which s o l i d i ­

f i e d  a r e l a t i v e l y  new cou rse  in  Montana p o l i t i c s ,  t h e  1952 e l e c t i o n s  

began no new p a t t e r n s  in  Montana 's  p o l i t i c s ,  and th e  v o t e r  s h i f t  t o  

c o n s e rv a t i s m  was n o t  permanent .  In t h e  f i n a l  r e s u l t s , t h e  1952 

e l e c t i o n s  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  normal p a t t e r n s  in  Montana p o l i t i c s .
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