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CHAPTER ONE 



INTRODUCTION 

An HISTORIC SITE INTERPRETATION CENTER can be described as an 

information or interpretive facility serving the park and recreation 

area. 

While Interpretation Centers can be focused on themes relating to 

nature of recreation, this project addresses the historical resources of 

the Missouri River Headwaters State Park. Through this facility, the 

visitors can be oriented to the significant historical sites and 

informed of the epic events which occurred at these locations. 

The Center will provide facilities for informational, interpretive, 

and visitor use programs in order to help the visitor appreciate and 

enjoy the park, its historical resources, and understand its signifi­

cance. 

The interpretation of communication process should help people 

relate, identify with, understand, and develop an attitude toward the 

resources of the park. 

If an Interpretation Center's primary purpose is to serve people, 

or the visitors, then it can be said that an Interpretation Center 

exists for visitors and is a functional facility. It is but a stopping 

place, and in the visitor's mind it becomes basically a source of infor­

mation regardless of subject matter, whether informative, instructive, 

or utilitarian. 

The determined need for an Interpretation Center is indicative of 

its purpose in that there should exist a need to provide ingredients of 



the interpretive program that cannot be provided in any other way. If 

information can be conveyed adequately in a brochure or through personal 

and self-guiding interpretation through on-site wayside exhibits, then 

an Interpretation Center may not be needed. Justification for the 

construction of an Interpretation Center is found in the determination 

that indoor media are the most effective means of communicating major 

elements of the park's interpretive story, and that a central public 

contact point is needed. 



PROJECT METHODOLOGY 

The purpose of the Interpretation Center is to communicate and 

orient the visitor to the historical resources which the park has to 

offer. To accomplish this, a multi-disciplinary design process which 

reflects the recognized historical potential in the final design solu­

tion is necessary. 

An interpretive plan addressing the historical potential of the 

park and how that information is to be interpreted to the visitor is one 

aspect of this multi-disciplinary design methodology. 

The interpretive plan identifies what is to be interpreted and how. 

Once it has been determined where the Center will be sited and the 

numbers of people it will need to serve, the interpretive plan serves as 

a guide to the architect on how the Center will function and fit into 

the interpretive program. 

An Interpretation Center houses, aids, complements, and provides 

the setting for the tools or methods of interpretation. It follows, 

then, that the interpretive plan can and should forecast the types of 

spaces needed to effect the interpretation. A strong relationship 

exists between building requirements and interpretive requirements. This 

differs from one unique project situation to another, depending on the 

actual focus of interpretation. What is important is to recognize the 

potential to incorporate these relationships between building require­

ments and interpretive requirements into the final design solution. 

The interpretation plan for this project has been conceived within 

a multi-disciplinary framework with input relating to historical 



documentary research, archaeology, architecture, landscape architecture, 

exhibit design, and interior design. 

Whether these issues are addressed in a cooperative team effort or 

by one person, as with this project, the final building design solution 

should demonstrate a successful integration of these skills. The end 

result of the interpretive plan should therefore set forth substantive 

content and recommend techniques for the interpretation program. 

With the functional aspects and suggestions put forth in the inter­

pretive plan available to the architect, the programming process involv­

ing the Interpretation Center can be more effectively accomplished. The 

programming activity for this project has been patterned after the 

process currently employed by the National Park Service. This stresses 

a simultaneous effort directed at the incorporation of relationships 

between building requirements and interpretive requirements. 

Research into case studies of existing National Park Service 

Visitor and/or Interpretation Centers was useful in understanding the 

utilization of this design methodology. 

While not all architectural design decisions are meant to be traced 

back to considerations contained within the interpretive plan, many of 

the design decisions relating to the Center's configuration and orienta­

tion, flow patterns and circulation concerns, and specific spatial 

allocations and exhibit techniques are directly related to the interpre­

tive plan data. Issues such as the image, character, materials, and 

aesthetic qualities are left to the architect to decide, while working 

within a stated form concept. 



PROJECT GOALS/PROBLEM STATEMENTS 

(1) There will be a design unity within the facility complementing the 

purpose, spirit, and theme of the area rather than competing with 

or dominating the park features. 

(2) The Interpretation Center will be of contemporary design, but in 

harmony with the area's historic resources in proportion, color, 

and texture. 

(3) No attempt shall be made to duplicate or mimic a historic design, 

nor shall any proposed construction be portrayed to the public as 

historic. 

(4) The Interpretation Center should appear to grow from the landform 

and not dominate the landscape. The design solution, with regard 

to form, shall recognize and respond to: 

(a) The perceived internal forces generated by the landforms. 

(b) Views. 

(c) Solar orientation for heating and daylighting potential. 

(5) The Interpretation Center design solution shall recognize and 

respond to the relationships which exist between building and 

interpretive requirements, and thus result in an effective 

communicator of historic information. 



EXISTING FACILITIES 

The Missouri River Headwaters State Park currently addresses 

historical interpretation and public recreation. The park is located 

three miles north of the Three Forks, Montana exit coming off of Inter- . 

state 90 on Highway 10. The proposed Interpretation Center is to be 

located adjacent to the confluence of the combined Jefferson/Madison 

River and the Gallatin River, thus forming the Missouri River. The park 

is currently under the direction of the Montana State Department of 

Fish, Wildlife, and Parks. 

The current master plan for the park addresses historical theme 

interpretation in a limited manner. Existing facilities for historical 

theme interpretation as per this master plan consist of three wayside, 

self-guided exhibits, one of which is located on the proposed 

interpretation site. Interpretive material is presented via outdoor 

exhibit boards which address the various historical themes. The current 

exhibits serve to provide a very limited amount of information about the 

various themes, and do not satisfactorily address the historical 

significance of Gallatin City. 

Recreational activities currently provided for in the park exist in 

the form of hiking trails, camping areas, a picnic area located immedi­

ately adjacent to the proposed Interpretation Center, river access for 

fishing, and a boat launching ramp for fishing and river floating 

activities. 



The proposed Interpretation Center and Field Exhibit (ongoing 

archaeological dig) will be an addition to the park's master plan. 

These additions will only displace the existing wayside exhibits and 

interpretive plazas at the actual Hheadwaters site. All other existing 

activities provided in the park will remain intact and continue to 

function as per the park's existing master plan. 

Land Acquisition 

At the present time, the State Parks Division controls ten acres at 

the junction of the Gallatin River with the combined Madison and 

Jefferson Rivers. Expansion of the Headwaters State Park to include the 

Gallatin City site is strongly recommended. 

Acquisition of private land for Montana's State Park System can be 

accomplished through utilization of a trust fund set up for the State 

Park System. This trust fund was created in 1975 and is financed by a 

portion of the Montana Coal Severance Tax. Interest from this fund can 

be used for acquisition of State Park System sites. Proposed land 

acquisitions must meet certain requirements. Sites meeting the following 

criteria will be considered for park selection: 

Open-spaced areas of unique scenery or other outstanding 
natural features of an aesthetic, historical, geological, 
archaeological or scientific nature. State parks will be 
selected on the basis of those inherent characteristics 
without regard to geological location. 

The acquired land can possibly be obtained through direct purchase, 

lease, or donation from property owners. 



INTERPRETIVE PLAN 

Introduction 

The interpretive plan serves, in part, to identify in detail the 

historic resources present at the park. Evaluation of an historic site 

should serve to expose the true interpretive potential of that site. 

Should an historically significant event or use of the site be over­

looked or inaccurately assessed, then the Interpretation Center would 

not be fulfilling its intended purpose. 

An example of this situation is present at the Missouri River 

Headwaters State Park, where the presentation of historical interpreta­

tion of the site is conducted in a very limited manner. Primary focus 

is aimed, by way of roadside self-guided exhibits, at the experiences of 

the Lewis and Clark Transcontinental Expedition and their monumental 

discovery of the source of the Missouri River. This event gave this 

location both national and international historical significance. How­

ever, on a regional (Montana) level, the significance of this area has 

been limited to a vague and often inaccurate understanding regarding the 

first settlement activity in this region. Gallatin City (1862-65), 

which was Montana's first non-mining, non-military related attempt at 

creating a permanent settlement, was located at the Missouri River 

Headwaters. 

In the interests of attaining an accurate and complete historical 

interpretive assessment of the Missouri River Headwaters area, further 

historical documentary research regarding Gallatin City was necessary. 



The findings of this research make up a portion of the total interpre­

tive plan and are included at the end of the Interpretive Plan section. 

Although the other historical themes currently addressed at the 

Missouri Headwaters State Park (European era, Indian occupation, Lewis 

and Clark, and fur trade) are adequate in content and documentation, the 

upgrading of the Gallatin City information clearly and greatly elevates 

the historical significance of the Headwaters area. This is particularly 

true at a regional (Montana) level. 

As will be discussed in greater depth later in the interpretive 

plan, this research also provided the potential for field exhibit 

activities to be a part of the visitor program in the form of an ongoing 

archaeological dig at the Gallatin City site. Current archaeological 

investigations into an Indian-occupied site near the Gallatin City site 

could also be incorporated into the visitor program. 

The following portion of the interpretive plan shall individually 

identify the historic themes to be presented in the Interpretation 

Center and will provide techniques and methods by which to present the 

interpretive program to the visitor. 

Themes for Interpretation 

(1) EUROPEAN ERA: By the mid-1700fs it was believed that by finding 

the Headwaters of the Missouri River, a water route going on to the 

Pacific Ocean might be found. If such a transcontinental route 

across North America were discovered, it would provide an easy 

passage by which furs, precious metals, and other raw materials 



could be extracted to enhance the power of the possessing nation. 

The matter of access and ownership of the American West became one 

of the main issues of the American Revolution. 

INDIAN OCCUPATION: The intrusion on the North American continent 

by settlers forced a general westward movement of all North 

American Indian tribes. As a result, the eastern slope of the 

Rocky Mountains (and especially the Missouri River Headwaters, 

because of its desirability as a hunting ground and as an east-west 

transportation route) became a contested area among the western 

Indian tribes. Also, within one mile of the Headwaters site on the 

Schmidt land exists an ongoing archaeological dig site. At this 

location, Indians tunneled into solid rock to extract a type of 

rock called chert, which was used to make weapons and tools. This 

could serve as a potential visitor site. 

LEWIS AND CLARK: The Headwaters of the Missouri River was the 

specific goal of the Lewis and Clark Expedition, the first 

successful transcontinental attempt within the boundaries of the 

United States. Captain Merriwether Lewis called the Headwaters "an 

essential point in the geography of this western part of the 

continent." 

FUR TRADE: The wealth of furs in the Missouri River Headwaters 

area made it the target of traders and trappers. Through this site 

passed many of the legendary figures of the West -- Andrew Henry, 



Jim Bridger, John Colter, and Kit Carson. Because of the hostility 

of the Indians, fur companies found it impossible to establish 

permanent outposts here, such as Fort Henry. 

(5) WHITE SETTLEMENT: The development of steamboat navigation on the 

Missouri River and the discovery of gold were responsible for the 

rush of white settlers into the northern Rocky Mountains. Gallatin 

City, located just west of the exact Headwaters point, was the 

first non-mining, non-military attempt at creating a permanent 

settlement in the entire region later to become the state of 

Montana. 

Suggestions for Interpretive Presentation 

Methods by which to present historic interpretive material should 

take into consideration the type of material, whether it be documentary 

(i.e., journals, diaries, letters, research), artifacts, or archaeologi­

cal dig related findings. 

When addressing the historical themes relating the European Era, 

Lewis and Clark, and fur trade, the majority of the interpretive mater­

ial is in documentary form. Some of this documentary material has been 

generated through research and investigation while other materials, such 

as the lewis and Clark Journals, are factual writings and constitute a 

primary historical source. The following methods and techniques for 

presentation of interpretive material should prove effective for this 

proj ect: 



(1) Exhibit Boards -- i.e., written, graphic infoimation. 

(2) Murals -- i.e., written, graphic information. 

(3) Model Forms -- to portray historic events, personage, 

setting. 

(4) Audio Narratives -- excerpts from diaries, letters, 

journals, keyed to visual link (graphic); material 

conveyed through pick-up activated earphones. 

(5) Audio/Video Presentations -- slide, video, and movie 

presentations could involve theatrical recreations of 

historic events, or historian-narrated documentaries (10-

30 minutes). 

(6) Lectures -- given by park historian. 

(7) Display of Artifacts -- relating to particular historical 

themes; would also include archaeological dig related 

findings from the Indian and Gallatin City dig sites. 

(8) Orientation of Exhibit Area Towards View of Surrounding 

Area -- pertaining to a particular historical theme. In 

the case of Gallatin City, the use of a holographic 

stereogram depicting the proposed city could be projected 

in line with the view out to the actual city site. 

(9) Standing Exhibit -- large artifacts or recreation of 

historic scene. 

The quantity of information presented for each historical theme 

should be in accordance with the estimated amount of time visitors 

typically spend at this type of facility. The average amount of visita­

tion time is usually 30 minutes or less. This issue is discussed in 

greater detail in the "Interpretation Center Users" section. 



Based on the preceding premise, information selected for interpret­

ation of a particular theme should be concise and representational of 

that theme's overall historical potential. For example, selected 

excerpts from the Lewis and Clark Journals could be graphically illus­

trated on exhibit boards or be available on a taped narrative via a 

pick-up activated earphone. Taped programs could last 5-10 minutes. 

Each excerpt could then be keyed visually to a graphic portrayal located 

on a wall mural or other two- or three-dimensional method showing the 

course of their travels. 

The themes represented in the Interpretation Center can be arranged 

chronologically so as to present a sequential solution to the organiza­

tional aspects of the exhibit area(s). The terminating theme in this 

organizational concept could place material on Gallatin City in such a 

location so that the visitor could view out to the actual city site. 

Compared to the other historical themes, the Gallatin City site provides 

the most tangible visual link between the visitor and the interpretive 

material. The other themes address events which occurred in the general 

area of the Missouri River Headwaters. 

Video presentations provide a method for communication of interpre­

tive material which could be utilized for each theme. If utilization of 

a sequential flow of visitors through the exhibit space is employed, 

then the concept of path and node could create the actual exhibit space 

layout. At such nodes, visitors could select, via a video viewing 

screen, the theme desired and pause to view a 5-10 minute video presen­

tation of the theme material. 



Associated with each theme should be enough interpretive material 

by way of exhibit boards or artifacts so that the visitor not using the 

audio/video equipment would still have access to an adequate amount of 

interpretive information. This would create a choice for the visitor 

relating to the amount of time he/she has available to spend in the 

Interpretive Center. This issue is explored in the following material. 

(1) Visitor Spends 15-30 Minutes: This visitor would be in the biggest 

hurry, probably not taking time to view more than one video presen­

tation. The visitor would have time to pass through the entire 

Center. 

(2) Visitor Spends 30-60 Minutes: This category comprises the desired 

duration of visitation for the Interpretation Center. Visitors 

would have time to go through the exhibit area, listen to one or 

two of the video presentations, and listen to a lecture or short 

movie presentation in the assembly space. 

(3) Visitor Spends 60 Minutes or More: This category is intended to 

include visitors wishing a more in-depth exposure to the interpre­

tive themes. In an anticipated increase in regional interest in 

the Headwaters area, visitors from primarily the surrounding area 

could utilize the library and research facilities in addition to 

the exhibits directed at a comparatively more transient visitor. 



Artifacts as Exhibits 

Interviews with National Park Service historians and chiefs of 

interpretation suggest that artifacts are an important attraction for 

visitors and therefore probably serve as visible, tangible links with 

the historic events, and hence embrace the perceived suitability of the 

exhibit. 

The Interpretation Center shall include as part of the exhibit 

program artifacts pertaining to Indian activities in the Headwaters area 

and settlement relating to Gallatin City. Both of these themes have an 

archaeological dig potential and a corresponding potential for inclusion 

as part of the Center's field exhibit program. This would serve to 

provide only artifacts which were directly linked to historical activi­

ties which occurred in the Headwaters area. This would also serve to 

avoid an Interpretation Center which only provided a static amount of 

information to the visitor. As more artifacts were unearthed, they 

would be added to the Center's collection. 

It is also quite possible that a sharing of artifacts could be 

agreed upon with the existing Headwaters Museum in Three Forks, Montana. 

Field Exhibits 

Field exhibit activity shall be conducted on a seasonal basis 

during the peak visitation period (April - September). Field exhibits 

will be centered around a proposed ongoing archaeological dig at the 

Gallatin City site and the existing ongoing archaeological dig activi­

ties at the Indian chert mine located less than one mile from the 

Gallatin City site. 



Suggestions for the field exhibit program are as follows: 

(1) Conducted on a guided tour basis only. Duration of field exhibit 

program would be approximately 1 hour. 

(2) Approximately 3-4 tours of archaeological activity would be 

conducted per day, or more or less frequently as needed. 

(3) Visitors would form a group for the tour at the Interpretation 

Center and walk to the point known as Ling Rock, a point on the 

combined Jefferson/Madison River opposite the Gallatin City site. 

The group would then cross the river via a contemporary ferry which 

would be at the same location where a ferry existed in the 1860-

70's. 

(4) Upon arrival, visitors would first view the temporary facility 

housing the archaeological workshop. Visitors would observe the 

cleaning and cataloging of found archaeological artifact material. 

(5) The visitors would then be guided on a walk around the Gallatin 

City site and see actual archaeological dig activity in progress. 

(6) Visitors would next be shuttled via some type of motored transpor­

tation to the Indian chert mine located approximately one-half mile 

east. 

(7) Visitors would then be taken back to the ferry, cross the river, 

and conclude the tour. 

Proposed funding for an ongoing archaeological dig at the Gallatin 

City site would be used, in part, for the construction of a workshop to 



house archaeological related activity requiring an enclosed, protected 

environment such as: cleaning, cataloging, photographing, and storage 

of artifacts and equipment required to perform the dig activities. This 

building shall possess the following characteristics and spaces: 

(1) Workspace for cleaning of artifacts. 

(2) Lab area to conduct detailed preparation of artifacts 

for exhibit in Interpretation Center. 

(3) Office space for archaeological dig coordinator. 

(4) Storage space for artifacts. 

(5) Storage space for archaeological dig equipment 

(6) Comfort station for staff and visitors. 

(7) Viewing area within building to provide vantage point 

to observe workshop activities. 

(8) The workshop shall be temporary in construction, 

resting on isolated footings, and be removed from site 

at conclusion of dig activity. 

(9) The workshop shall be located on west end of archaeo­

logical site near the ferry landing, but so as not to 

be visible from the Interpretation Center. 

(10) The workshop will not impact on the historical site 

except for the actual building site. All waste 

materials will be removed as needed from the site. 

Upon the eventual removal of the workshop, the area 

affected by the building will be restored to its 

original appearance. 



GALLATIN CITY: 

ITS SIGNIFICANCE TO MONTANA'S HISTORY 



G A L L A T I N  C I T Y :  

I T S  S I G N I F I C A N C E  I N  M O N T A N A ' S  H I S T O R Y  

b y  
D r .  K i n g s t o n  W .  H e a t h  

a n d  
M i  k e l  N .  K a 1 1 e s t a d  

J a n u a r y  1 9 8 6  



Montana  p rov ided  a  new f r on t i e r  t o  a  coun t r y  s t i l l  young  i n  i t s  

dua l  s t rugg le  f o r  pe rmanence  and  a  des i re  f o r  expans ion .  The  s to ry  o f  

t h i s  s t rugg le  du r i ng  Mon tana ' s  f r on t i e r  pe r i od  i s  p rese rved  i n  o r i g i na l  

pho tog raphs ,  documen ts ,  and  t he  accoun ts  o f  ea r l y  v i s i t o r s  t o  t h i s  then  

un tamed  reg ion .  Some accoun ts  a re  mere l y  day - to -day  occu r rences  

p resen ted  i n  a  non -se l f - consc ious  manner  as  a  pe rsona l  r eco rd^ ,  wh i l e  

( 2 )  
o the rs  f rom the  s ta r t  we re  i n tended  f o r  w ide  reade rsh ip .  Add i t i on ­

a l l y ,  du r i ng  Mon tana ' s  t e r r i t o r i a l  pe r i od  (1864 -1889 ) ,  r eg iona l  even ts  

we re  ch ron i c l ed  by  Mon tana ' s  ea r l i es t  newspapers  such  as  V i rg in ia  C i t y ' s  

Mon tana  Pos t  and  Bozeman 's  P i ck  and  t he  P low ,  as  we l l  as  o the r  reg iona l  

newspapers  f r om Sa l t  Lake  C i t y  and  Denve r ,  wh i ch  focused  on  t he  m in ing  

(3 )  
news  i n  t he  Rocky  Moun ta in  Reg ion .  I n  t h i s  rega rd ,  even  i n  na t i ona l  

pub l i ca t i ons ,  t he  p redominan t  f ocus  o f  med ia  a t t en t i on  rega rd ing  se t t l e ­

men t  i n  t he  Rocky  Moun ta in  wes t  du r i ng  the  1860 '  s  was  d i r ec ted  a t  go ld  

m in ing  ac t i v i t i es .  Beyond  t he  p r imary  sou rces  t ha t  p rov ide  the  docu ­

men ta ry  ev idence  f o r  Mon tana ' s  f r on t i e r  pe r i od  a re  t he  phys i ca l  rema ins  

f ound  i n  the  a rcheo log i ca l  r eco rd  and  ex i s t i ng  a rch i t ec tu ra l  f o rms .  

The  pu rpose  o f  t h i s  pape r  i s  t o  co r rec t  t he  h i s to r i ca l  reco rd  

rega rd ing  Ga l l a t i n  C i t y ,  Mon tana ,  us ing  documen ta ry  and  phys i ca l  ev i ­

dence  t o  es tab l i sh  the  impor tance  o f  Mon tana ' s  f i r s t  p lanned ,  ag r i cu l ­

t u ra l  suppo r t  commun i t y  t ha t  se rved  t he  m in ing  camps  o f  t he  1860 ' s .  

Wh i l e  many  o f  Mon tana ' s  ea r l i es t  se t t l emen ts  were  m in ing  camps ,  

o the rs  were  p r imar i l y  conce rned  w i t h  t he  concep t  o f  imp lemen t i ng  an  

ag r i cu l t u ra l  based  f oo tho ld  i n  hopes  o f  p rov id ing  a  suppo r t  f o r  m in ing  

and  m i l i t a r y  ac t i v i t i es  a l ready  es tab l i shed .  Ga l l a t i n  C i t y  was  one  such  



se t t l emen t .  I t  was ,  i n  f ac t ,  Mon tana ' s  f i r s t  non -m in i ng ,  non -m i l i t a r y  

r e l a t ed  a t t emp t  a t  c rea t i ng  a  pe rmanen t  se t t l emen t .  

The  need  f o r  an  ou t f i t t i ng  o r  suppo r t  commun i t y  r es ted  i n  t he  f ac t  

t ha t  t he  sca t t e red  m in i ng  encampmen ts  r ema ined  cu t  o f f  f r om  read i l y  

ava i l ab l e  l i f e  suppo r t  s ys tems  wh i ch  t yp i ca l l y  accompan ied  a  mo re  

g radua l  se t t l emen t  pa t t e rn :  f ood  supp l i es  and  cook i ng  equ ipmen t ,  

r ead ing  ma te r i a l ,  es tab l i shed  l odg ing ,  t r anspo r t a t i on  sys tems ,  l aw  and  

( 4 )  
o rde r ,  and  educa t i on .  These  m in i ng  camps  we re  t he  p roduc t  o f  

" i n s t an t  u rban i za t i on "  and ,  as  such ,  t hey  we re  unp repa red  t o  sus ta i n  

t he i r  own  bu rgeon ing  needs . ^  Hence ,  i t  was  l e f t  t o  o the r s  t o  suppo r t  

t he  e f f o r t s  o f  t he  m in i ng  camps .  A  cha in  o f  i n t e rdependency  deve loped  

whe reby  supp l i e r s  o f  goods  i n  and  a round  t he  camps  "m ined "  t he  m ine rs ,  

wh i l e  t he  m ine rs  d rew  upon  t he  supp l i es  necessa ry  t o  ca r r y  on  t he  m in i ng  

ac t i v i t i e s  un in te r r up ted .  

Ga l l a t i n  C i t y ,  po i sed  a t  a  l o ca t i on  wh i ch  o f f e red  ove r l and  access  

t o  m in i ng  camps  i n  t he  a rea ,  such  as  V i r g i n i a  C i t y ,  Las t  Chance  Gu l ch  

[He lena ] ,  and  Bannack ,  p rov i des  an  impo r t an t  r eco rd  o f  ea r l y  specu la t i ve  

t own  p l ann ing  i n  Mon tana  spec i f i ca l l y  des i gned  as  a  supp l y  ou tpos t  t o  

m in i ng  camps  i n  t he  su r round ing  a rea .  

Ve ry  l i t t l e  can  be  asce r t a i ned  f r om  pub l i shed  h i s t o r i ca l  accoun t s  

on  t h i s  ve r y  impo r t an t  beg inn i ng .  When  accoun t s  do  occu r  o f  Mon tana ' s  

ea r l i e s t  se t t l emen t s ,  Ga l l a t i n  C i t y ' s  s i gn i f i cance  i n  Mon tana ' s  h i s t o r y  

i s  e i t he r  i gno red  en t i r e l y  o r  i naccu ra te l y  assessed .  The  vas t  ma jo r i t y  

o f  " o l d  r e l i ab l es "  t r ad i t i ona l l y  consu l t ed  f o r  i n f o rma t i on  on  t he  

h i s t o r y  o f  Mon tana ,  f o r  examp le ,  do  no t  even  acknow ledge  Ga l l a t i n  

C i t y . ^  Wh i l e  many  h i s t o r i ans  have  t o t a l l y  om i t t ed  Ga l l a t i n  C i t y ,  



n e g a t i n g  i t s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o  M o n t a n a  h i s t o r y ,  o t h e r s  h a v e  i n c o r r e c t l y  

d e s c r i b e d  G a l l a t i n  C i t y  t o  t h e  p o i n t  w h e n  a l l  i n f o r m a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  

a m o n g  s e c o n d a r y  s o u r c e s  t e n d s  t o  d i s t o r t  a n y  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  

p u r p o s e s ,  m o t i v a t i o n s  a n d  d e m i s e  o f  t h i s  f i r s t  " p l a n n e d "  a g r i c u l t u r a l l y  

b a s e d  c o m m u n i t y  i n  M o n t a n a  t o  s e r v e  t h e  g o l d  m i n e s  a n d  o u t l y i n g  

F o r  e x a m p l e ,  i n  w h a t  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  t h e  e a r l i e s t  h i s t o r i c a l  a c c o u n t  

o f  G a l l a t i n  C i t y  a n d  s e e m i n g l y  t h e  s o u r c e  f r o m  w h i c h  s u b s e q u e n t  a c c o u n t s  

d r a w  t h e i r  m i s i n f o r m a t i o n ,  A .  K .  M c C l u r e  i n  A u g u s t  1 8 6 7  w r i t e s  i n  T h r e e  

T h o u s a n d  M i l e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  R o c k y  M o u n t a i n s :  

A t  t h i s  p l a c e  t h e  M i s s o u r i  R i v e r  b e g i n s .  T h e  J e f f e r s o n  
a n d  M a d i s o n  u n i t e  a b o u t  h a l f  a  m i l e  a b o v e ,  a n d  t h e  t h r e e  
[ i n c l u d i n g  t h e  G a l l a t i n  R i v e r ]  u n i t e  a  l i t t l e  b e l o w ,  
w h e r e  t h e  M i s s o u r i  i s  f o r m e d .  G a l l a t i n  C i t y  o n c e  h a d  
o v e r  s i x t y  c a b i n s ,  a l l  e r e c t e d  i n  o n e  s e a s o n ,  m a i n l y  b y  
M i s s o u r i a n s  w h o  b e l i e v e d  i t  w o u l d  b e  t h e  h e a d  o f  
n a v i g a t i o n  o n  t h e  M i s s o u r i ,  b u t  a f t e r  t h e  c i t y  w a s  b u i l t  
a n d  n o  b o a t s  c a m e  f o r  a  s e a s o n ,  s o m e o n e  c a m e  a l o n g  a n d  
i n f o r m e d  t h e  e n t e r p r i s i n g  r e s i d e n t s  t h e r e  w e r e  g r e a t  
f a l l s  i n  t h e  r i v e r  a b o v e  B e n t o n ,  w h i c h  s t o p p e d  t h e  b o a t s ,  
a n d  t h e  c i t y ,  o n c e  s o  f u l l  o f  p r o m i s e ,  f e l l  a w a y ,  u n t i l  a  
s i n g l e  c a b i n  n o w  r e p r e s e n t s  i t .  T h e  c i t y  c a b i n s  h a v e  
b e e n  t a k e n  u p  f r o m  t i m e  t o  t i m e  a n d  s c a t t e r e d  o v e r  t h e  
p r a  i  r  i  e  o n  r a n c h e s  ,  a n d  w h  i 1 e  a  s p e c u 1  a t  i  v e  c  i  t y  h a s  
d i s a p p e a r e d  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  w a n t  o f  t h e  p r o p e r  s t u d y  o f  
g e o g r a p h y ,  p l e a s a n t  r a n c h e s  a n d  p r o s p e r o u s  r a n c h m e n  h a v e  
t a k e n  i t s  p l a c e ,  a n d  m a d e  t h e  p r a i r i e  b l o s s o m  a n d  r i p e n  
w i t h  t h e  g o l d e n  f r u i t s  w h i c h  g l a d d e n  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  
h u s b a n d m a n . ( 8 )  

I n  t h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  G a l l a t i n  C i t y ,  i t  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  

M c C l u r e  w h o  w a s  m i s i n f o r m e d .  P e r h a p s  d u e  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a t  t h e  t i m e  

o f  t h i s  w r i t i n g  ( 1 8 6 7 ) ,  G a l l a t i n  C i t y  h a d  a l r e a d y  r e a c h e d  i t s  d e m i s e  

( 1 8 6 5 ) ,  a n y  p r i m a r y  s o u r c e  m a t e r i a l  t h a t  w o u l d  c o n t r a d i c t  h i s  i n f o r m a ­

t i o n  w a s  i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  w r o t e  t h e m ,  a n d  n o t  

( 9 )  
a v a i l a b l e .  I n s t e a d  i t  a p p e a r s  a s  t h o u g h  M c C l u r e  r e l i e d  u p o n  



i n a c c u r a t e  o r a l  a c c o u n t s  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  h i s  v i s i t  t o  t h e  t h e n  a b a n d o n e d  

G a l l a t i n  C i t y  a n d  h i s  o w n  u n s u b s t a n t i a t e d  c o n c l u s i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  

f o u n d i n g  o f  G a l l a t i n  C i t y .  P o s s i b l y  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  e a r l y  d a t e  o f  

p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  M c C l u r e ' s  b o o k ,  l a t e r  h i s t o r i a n s  a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  g i v e n  

t h i s  s o u r c e  u n d u e  c r e d e n c e .  

I n  1 9 2 1 ,  T o m  S t o u t ,  a p p a r e n t l y  d r a w i n g  f r o m  A .  K .  M c C l u r e  i n  h i s  

s u g g e s t i o n  t h a t  t h e  d e m i s e  o f  G a l l a t i n  C i t y  w a s  d u e  t o  a  l a c k  o f  

g e o g r a p h i c a l  k n o w l e d g e ,  d e s c r i b e s  G a l l a t i n  C i t y  i n  a  s i m i l a r  m a n n e r ,  b u t  

d o e s  n o t  a d d  a n y  o t h e r  s u p p o r t i v e  d o c u m e n t a r y  e v i d e n c e .  I n  M o n t a n a ,  I t s  

H i s t o r y  a n d  B i o g r a p h y  h e  s t a t e s :  

I n  1 8 6 3  G a l l a t i n  C i t y  w a s  l a i d  o u t  b y  c e r t a i n  e n t e r ­
p r i s i n g  M i s s o u r i a n s  w h o  e x p e c t e d  i t  t o  p r o v e  t h e  h e a d  o f  
n a v i g a t i o n  o n  t h e  M i s s o u r i ,  f o r g e t t i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a  
s l i g h t  o b s t r u c t i o n  b e l o w  i n  t h e  s h a p e  o f  t r e m e n d o u s  
f a l l s .  A f t e r  r e c e i v i n g  a  f e w  l e s s o n s  i n  g e o g r a p h y  m o s t  
o f  t h e m  a b a n d o n e d  t h e  1 o c a t i o n . ( 1 0 )  

L i k e w i s e  i n  1 9 3 9 ,  i n  N .  C .  A b b o t t ' s  M o n t a n a  i n  t h e  M a k i n g ,  t h e  

r e a d e r  i s  f u r t h e r  m i s l e d :  

I n  1 8 6 4  a  g r o u p  o f  M i s s o u r i a n s  f o u n d e d  a  t o w n  n a m e d  
G a l l a t i n  C i t y  n e a r  t h e  p r e s e n t  s i t e  o f  T h r e e  F o r k s .  F o r ­
g e t t i n g  t h a t  t h e  g r e a t  f a l l s  o b s t r u c t e d  t h e  c h a n n e l  o f  
t h e  r i v e r ,  t h e y  b u i l t  w h a t  w a s  c a l l e d  a  ' h i t c h i n g  p o s t '  
f o r  s t e a m b o a t s  w h i c h  w a s  t o  s t a n d  i d l e  a n d  u n u s e d  f o r  
y e a r s  a s  a  m o n u m e n t  t o  t h e i r  e r r o r .  0  0  

A b s e n t  f r o m  t h e s e  a c c o u n t s  a r e  i m p o r t a n t  s u p p o r t i v e  d o c u m e n t s  s u c h  

a s  t h e  l e t t e r s  b y  E m i l y  M e r e d i t h  a n d  o t h e r s ,  w h i c h  w o u l d  h a v e  i n d i c a t e d  

t h a t - - t o  t h e  c o n t r a r y - - t h e  p e o p l e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  

G a l l a t i n  C i t y  h a d  p l a n n e d  o u t  t h e i r  a c t i o n s  i n  a  d e l i b e r a t e ,  e f f e c t i v e  

a n d  p r o d u c t i v e  m a n n e r .  

G a l l a t i n  C i t y  w a s  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  t h r e e  f o r k s  o f  t h e  M i s s o u r i  R i v e r  

o n  t h e  w e s t  b a n k  o f  t h e  c o m b i n e d  J e f f e r s o n  a n d  M a d i s o n  R i v e r s ,  j u s t  



a b o v e  t h e  j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  G a l l a t i n  R i v e r .  I t  w a s  f o u n d e d  a t  a  t i m e  

w h e n  f e w  o t h e r  s e t t l e m e n t s  e x i s t e d  i n  t h e  a r e a .  I n  f a c t ,  p r i o r  t o  

( 1 2 )  
M a r c h  2 3 ,  1 8 6 3 ,  t h i s  r e g i o n  w a s  k n o w n  a s  t h e  D a k o t a  T e r r i t o r y .  

A f t e r  t h i s  d a t e ,  t h e  a r e a  b e c a m e  k n o w n  a s  a  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  I d a h o  

T e r r i t o r y  a n d  o n  M a y  2 6 ,  1 8 6 ^ ,  b e c a m e  M o n t a n a  T e r r i t o r y .  

T h e  s i t e  f o r  G a l l a t i n  C i t y  w a s  s e l e c t e d  o n  N o v e m b e r  2 0 ,  1 8 6 2 .  A t  

t h i s  p o i n t  i n  t i m e ,  t h e  o n l y  t y p e s  o f  s e t t l e m e n t s  i n  t h i s  r e g i o n  w e r e  

e i t h e r  m i n i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  a s  w a s  t h e  c a s e  a t  B a n n a c k ,  o r  t r a d i n g  p o s t s ,  

( 1 3 )  
s u c h  a s  F o r t  C o n n a h  a n d  F o r t  B e n t o n .  

I n  1 8 6 2 ,  M r s .  E m i l y  R .  M e r e d i t h ,  a  B a n n a c k  r e s i d e n t ,  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  

r e a s o n i n g  b e h i n d  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  G a l l a t i n  C i t y  i n  p e r s o n a l  n o t e s  a n d  

l e t t e r s  h o m e  t o  h e r  f a t h e r  i n  R e d w i n g ,  M i n n e s o t a .  

E x p l o r i n g  p a r t i e s  t h a t  h a d  f o l l o w e d  t h e  f o r k s  o f  t h e  
M i s s o u r i  R i v e r  t o  t h e i r  c o n f l u e n c e  r e p o r t e d  a  m i l d e r  
c l i m a t e ,  g o o d  p a s t u r a g e  a n d  a b u n d a n c e  o f  f u e l  a n d  g a m e  
i n  t h a t  r e g i o n .  T h e y  w e r e  s u r e  t h a t  i n  t h i s  i d e a l  s p o t  
w h e r e  t h e  t h r e e  w a t e r w a y s  m e t  a n d  c o m b i n e d  t o  f o r m  t h e  
M i s s o u r i ,  t h e y  h a d  f o u n d  t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  f u t u r e  g r e a t  
c i t y  o f  I d a h o .  S o  t h e y  l a i d  o u t  t h e  t o w n  a n d  p r o b a b l y  
b e c a u s e  w h i l e  t h e  J e f f e r s o n  a n d  M a d i s o n  R i v e r s  w e r e  
f r o z e n  o v e r ,  w h i l e  t h e  G a l l a t i n  r e m a i n e d  p e r f e c t l y  o p e n  
o f f e r i n g  f e e d i n g  g r o u n d  t o  t h e  w i l d  f o w l  a n d  a  d r i n k i n g  
p l a c e  f o r  g a m e  a n d  c a t t l e ,  t h e y  c a l l e d  i t  G a l l a t i n  
C i t y .  ( 1 * 0  

O n  D e c e m b e r  3 0 ,  1 8 6 2 ,  t h e  G a l l a t i n  T o w n  C o m p a n y  w a s  o r g a n i z e d  w i t h  

N .  W .  B u r r i s ,  A l f r e d  R a y ,  J a m e s  B o u t o n ,  E d m u n d  A s h ,  G e o r g e  L e m l e y ,  M .  R .  

B u r r i s ,  F e l i x  B u r t o n ,  A l b e r t  G r e e n ,  W i l l i a m  T o w n s l e y ,  B e n j a m i n  T o w n s l e y ,  

B .  B .  B u r c h i t ,  E .  H o u s e ,  S .  S t i m p s o n ,  G e o r g e  W i l i f o r d ,  D r .  G l i c k ,  P .  C .  

W o o d ,  H .  P .  S .  S m i t h ,  M o n r o e  A t k i n s o n ,  J .  B .  C o w e n ,  A .  F .  W a t k i n s ,  E .  P .  

L e w i s ,  J o h n  A u l t ,  C .  M .  D a v i s ,  G .  M .  S t a p l e t o n ,  a n d  S a m u e l  M c C a n n  a s  t h e  



i incorporators; their object was to survey and plot the town of Gallatin 

( 1 5 )  
City as located on November 20, 1862. 

The promise of success for Gallatin City was in the belief that 

someday it would provide a head of navigation for the Missouri River. 

Many accounts of Gallatin City suggest that the founders were completely 

unaware of the waterfalls at present-day Great Falls, Montana, and after 

making this realization, chose to abandon their location. However, this 

was not the case at all. Very conclusive evidence points to the fact 

that these individuals were indeed aware of the geographical situation 

from the very beginning, and were acting in a speculative manner 

consistent with the original concept of the settlement. Secondly, many 

of the original proprietors of Gallatin City were skilled in town 

planning and surveying and were therefore unlikely to misjudge such an 

obvious obstacle since the presence of the waterfalls on the Missouri 

River were noted as far back as 1805 by the Lewis and Clark 

.... (16) 
exped111 on. 

Steamboats had already been traveling the Missouri River as far as 

Fort Benton since 1859-^^ It was proposed by the incorporators of 

Gallatin City that a second line of steamboats would travel the Missouri 

River between the Great Falls and Gallatin City. This point is 

mentioned in Emily Meredith's letter to her father dated April 30, 1863, 

in which she states, "The best way to come here [Bannack] now is I think 

the Missouri River. If there should be a line of boats above the Falls 

running to Gallatin City, one would only have 125 miles to travel 

( 1 8 )  
overland to this place [Bannack]." 



F u r t h e r  p r o o f  o f  t h i s  p l a n  t o  m a k e  G a l l a t i n  C i t y  a  v i a b l e  h e a d  o f  

n a v i g a t i o n  l i e s  i n  t h e  a c t i o n s  o f  o n e  o f  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  i n c o r p o r a t o r s  o f  

G a l l a t i n  C i t y ,  M r .  N .  W .  B u r r i s ,  a  h i t h e r t o  u n a c k n o w l e d g e d  h i s t o r i c a l  

f i g u r e  i n  t h e  m a k i n g  o f  M o n t a n a .  M r .  B u r r i s  w a s  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  

G a l l a t i n  T o w n  C o m p a n y ,  w h i c h  i s  e v i d e n c e d  i n  a  l a n d  d e e d  d a t e d  

D e c e m b e r  1 2 ,  1 8 6 3 ,  g i v i n g  a  M r .  J o h n  S .  R o c k f e l l o w  t i t l e  t o  s i x  l o t s  i n  

t h e  t o w n  o f  G a l l a t i n ,  I d a h o  T e r r i t o r y  ( i l l  u s .  1 ) .  M r .  B u r r i s '  n a m e  

a p p e a r s  a t  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  t h e  d o c u m e n t  w i t h  t h e  t i t l e  o f  p r e s i d e n t .  

M r .  B u r r i s  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  a  m a n  o f  m a n y  g r a n d - s c a l e  i d e a s .  N o t  

o n l y  w a s  h e  p r o b a b l y  t h e  l e a d i n g  f i g u r e  i n  c r e a t i n g  G a l l a t i n  C i t y ,  h e  

w a s  a l s o  i n v o l v e d  i n  a  p l a n  t o  c r e a t e  t h r e e  t o w n s  a t  t h e  m o u t h  o f  t h e  

M a r i a s  R i v e r  o n  t h e  M i s s o u r i  R i v e r :  O p h i r ,  N o r t h  O p h i r ,  a n d  E a s t  O p h i r .  

T h e  t h r e e  t o w n s i t e s  w e r e  t o  f o r m  a  g r e a t  m e t r o p o l i s  w i t h  i n t e r r e l a t e d  

d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  r e g i o n  i n  a l l  d i r e c t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  

G a l l a t i n  C i t y .  I n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h i s  s c h e m e ,  M r .  B u r r i s  a n d  h i s  

a s s o c i a t e s  w e r e  g r a n t e d  a  c h a r t e r  b y  t h e  f i r s t  M o n t a n a  l e g i s l a t u r e  a t  

B a n n a c k  o n  F e b r u a r y  2 ,  1 8 6 5 .  T h e  c h a r t e r  w a s  g r a n t e d  t o  t h e  M i s s o u r i  

R i v e r  P o r t a g e  a n d  R a i l r o a d  C o m p a n y  f o r  t w e n t y  y e a r s ,  a n d  g a v e  n e c e s s a r y  

c o r p o r a t e  p o w e r s  f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  w a g o n  r o a d  o r  r a i l r o a d  o r  

b o t h  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t r a n s p o r t i n g  p a s s e n g e r s ,  f r e i g h t ,  a n d  m a i l  

a  r o u n d  t h e  G r e a t  M i s s o u r i  F a l l s .  T w o  y e a r s  w e r e  g i v e n  f o r  t h e  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  w a g o n  r o a d  a n d  f i v e  y e a r s  f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  

t h e  r a  i 1  r o a d  .  ̂ 

Not unlike the miners who came to Bannack to exploit the moment for 

personal gain, Sidney Edgerton, who approved this act as governor of the 

Territory, was one of the grantees and associates of Mr. Burris. It is 
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ILLUSTRATION 1: John S. Rockfellow land deed dated 

December 12, 1863 (Book of Records 

for Town of Gallatin and Surrounding 

Country, 1862-1865, Vol. 1, City of 

Bozeman, MT, Office of Clerk and 

Recorder). 



i n te res t i ng  t o  no te  t ha t  wh i l e  i n  Mon tana ,  Edge r ton  reco rded  ove r  

seven ty - f i ve  m in ing  c la ims  a long  w i t h  h i s  i nvo l vemen t  w i t h  Bu r r i s 1  

deve lopmen t  schemes .  

As  p roo f  t ha t  no t  on l y  were  t he  deve lope rs  o f  Ga l l a t i n  C i t y  

app r i sed  o f  t he  p resence  o f  t he  f a l l s  as  an  obs tac le  t o  be  dea l t  w i t h ,  

t he i r  app l i ca t i on  f o r  t he  necessa ry  l ega l  documen ts  t o  i nco rpo ra te  a  

M issou r i  R i ve r  po r tage  and  ra i l r oad  company  r e f l ec t s  i ns tead  a  soph i s t i ­

ca ted ,  en l i gh tened ,  and  amb i t i ous  scheme t o  add ress  t he  p rob lem o f  t he  

f a l l s  i n  a  p ro fess iona l  manner .  Mr .  Bu r r i s  and  assoc ia tes  were  a l so  

g ran ted  a  cha r te r  as  t he  Upper  M issou r i  R i ve r  S teamboa t  Nav iga t i on  

Company  t o  open  and  remove  a l l  obs t ruc t i ons  and  make  nav igab le  t he  uppe r  

M issou r i  R i ve r  f r om the  Fa l l s  t o  the  Th ree  Fo rks  a t  Ga l l a t i n  C i t y .  Th i s  

cha r te r  a l so  gave  t he  exc lus i ve  r i gh t  t o  t he  nav iga t i on  o f  sa id  r i ve r  

be tween  t he  two  po in t s  men t i oned  t o  the  s teamboa ts  and  g ran ted  them the  

r i gh t  t o  ca r r y  f r e i gh t  and  passenge rs  ove r  t he  same f o r  a  pe r i od  o f  

( 20  
f  i  f t y  yea rs .  

Ga l l a t i n  C i t y  was  adop ted  as  t he  head  o f  nav iga t i on  and  ano the r  

cha r te r  was  secu red  by  Mr .  Bu r r i s  and  assoc ia tes  w i t h  t he  au tho r i t y  t o  

make  add i t i ons  t o  sa id  town .  Oppos i t e  Ga l l a t i n  C i t y  and  on  t he  eas t  

s i de  o f  t he  M issou r i  R i ve r ,  a  cha r te r  was  secu red  by  Mr .  Bu r r i s  and  

assoc ia tes  f o r  t he  town  o f  Eas t  Ga l l a t i n ,  w i t h  au tho r i t y  t o  make  any  

.  .  .  ( 2 2 )  
des i red  add i t i ons  t o  t h i s  town .  I n  add i t i on ,  ano the r  cha r te r  

g ran ted  t o  Mr .  Bu r r i s  and  assoc ia tes  was  t o  be  known  as  t he  Fo r t  Ben ton  

and  Koo tena i  Wagon  Road  Company .  I t  p rov ided  f o r  t he  cons t ruc t i on  and  

ma in tenance  o f  a  wagon  road  f rom Fo r t  Ben ton  t h rough  the  Mar ias  Pass  t o  

( 2 3 )  
connec t  w i t h  the  He l l  Ga te  and  Koo tena i  wagon  road .  



T h e s e  c h a r t e r s ,  a l l  r e l a t e d  a n d  s e c u r e d  f r o m  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a t  

B a n n a c k  i n  F e b r u a r y  1 8 6 5 ,  w e r e  a p p a r e n t l y  d e v i s e d  f o r  t h e  r a p i d  d e v e l o p ­

m e n t  o f  a  v a s t  r e g i o n  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  f r o m  t h e  T h r e e  F o r k s  o f  t h e  

M i s s o u r i  R i v e r  t o  t h e  K o o t e n a i  c o u n t r y ,  w i t h  t h e  p l a n n e d  c i t y  o f  O p h i r  

a s  t h e  c e n t e r .  G a l l a t i n  C i t y  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  f i r s t  p h a s e  o f  t h i s  

g r a n d  p l a n  ( s e e  I  1 1  u s .  2 ) .  

I m p o r t a n t  h e r e  i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  M r .  N .  W .  B u r r i s  w a s  n o  n e w c o m e r  t o  

t h e  a r e a  o f  t o w n s i t e  d e v e l o p m e n t .  H e  f o u n d e d  B u r r i s  C i t y ,  I o w a ,  l o c a t e d  

o n  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  R i v e r  a t  t h e  m o u t h  o f  t h e  I o w a  R i v e r ,  i m m e d i a t e l y  

( 2 4 )  
n o r t h  o f  t h e i r  c o n f l u e n c e .  B u r r i s ,  a s  i t  w a s  o r i g i n a l l y  c a l l e d ,  w a s  

l a i d  o u t  b y  M r .  N .  W .  B u r r i s  i n  1 8 5 5 ,  a n d  c o n t a i n e d  o v e r  f i v e  t h o u s a n d  

l o t s .  I t  w a s  i n c o r p o r a t e d  b y  a  s p e c i a l  a c t  o f  t h e  I o w a  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  

a p p r o v e d  o n  J a n u a r y  2 8 ,  1 8 5 7 ,  a n d  f r o m  t h e n  o n  k n o w n  a s  B u r r i s  C i t y .  

T h e  c i t y  p r o m i s e d  s u c c e s s  d u e  t o  t h e  a n t i c i p a t e d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  A i r  

L i n e  R a i l r o a d .  B y  1 8 5 7 ,  B u r r i s  C i t y  h a d  o v e r  o n e  t h o u s a n d  r e s i d e n t s  

a n d  s u p p o r t e d  m a n y  t y p e s  o f  b u s i n e s s e s  i n  t h i s  g r o w i n g  c o m m u n i t y .  

M r .  B u r r i s ,  w h o  h a d  b e e n  e l e c t e d  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  I o w a  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e ­

s e n t a t i v e s  i n  A u g u s t ,  1 8 5 6 ,  w a s  i n v o l v e d  i n  v a r i o u s  b u s i n e s s  e n t e r p r i s e s  

s u c h  a s  t h e  B u r r i s  C i t y  H o t e l  C o m p a n y  a n d  t h e  B u r r i s  M a n u f a c t u r i n g  

C o m p a n y .  H e  a l s o  o w n e d  t w o  t h o u s a n d ,  e i g h t  h u n d r e d  a n d  f o r t y - e i g h t  

( 2 , 8 4 8 )  o f  t h e  l o t s  i n  B u r r i s  C i t y ,  w h i c h  h a d  a n  a s s e s s e d  v a l u e  o f  o n e  

m i l l i o n ,  o n e  h u n d r e d  a n d  f i f t y - e i g h t  t h o u s a n d ,  o n e  h u n d r e d  d o l l a r s  

( 2 5 )  
( $ 1 , 1 5 8 , 1 0 0 ) .  I n  a n  e f f o r t  t o  a t t r a c t  p o t e n t i a l  r e s i d e n t s ,  m a p s  

w e r e  d r a w n  u p  a n d  d i s t r i b u t e d  a l l  o v e r  t h e  c o u n t r y  s h o w i n g  B u r r i s  C i t y  

a s  a  s e c o n d  N e w  Y o r k  i n  s i z e  a n d  i m p o r t a n c e .  I n  1 8 7 4 ,  T h e  H u m m i  n g  B i  r d ,  

a  s m a l l  m o n t h l y  p a p e r  p u b l i s h e d  i n  M u s c a t i n e ,  I o w a ,  a  n e i g h b o r i n g  t o w n ,  
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ILLUSTRATION 2  

Proposed wagon road th rough Mar ias  Pass to  connect  w i th  
He l l  Gate  and Kootena i  wagon road.  

Proposed ra i l road and wagon road to  go around the  fa l l s .  

Proposed route  o f  s teamboats  between Ophi r  and Ga l la t in  
C i  t y .  



d e s c r i b e d  t h i s  m a p  i n  a n  a r t i c l e  e n t i t l e d ,  " R e c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  B u r r i s  

C i  t y a s  f o l l o w s :  

I t  i s  n e e d l e s s  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e  m a p  w a s  s l i g h t l y  o v e r ­
d r a w n .  I t  i s  s a i d  t h a t  a  d r u n k e n  m a n  s e e s  d o u b l e .  
T a k i n g  t h i s  t o  b e  t r u e ,  w e  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  f i f t e e n  o r  
t w e n t y  e n g r a v e r s ,  a l l  d r u n k ,  h a d  e a c h  a  h a n d  i n  p r e ­
p a r i n g  t h e  s t o n e  u p o n  w h i c h  t h e  m a p  w a s  p r i n t e d .  ( 2 6 )  

B u r r i s  C i t y  f l o u r i s h e d  u n t i l  a  f l o o d  d e s t r o y e d  i t  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  

(27 )  
1 8 5 8 .  A f t e r  d i s p o s i n g  o f  h i s  p r o p e r t y  a n d  s e t t l i n g  u p  h i s  b u s i n e s s ,  

( 2 8 )  
M r .  B u r r i s  w e n t  w e s t .  

B u r r i s  C i t y ,  I o w a ,  o f f e r s  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  d e v e l o p ­

m e n t  p l a n  f o r  G a l l a t i n  C i t y  s i n c e  b o t h  v e n t u r e s  w e r e  p r e d i c a t e d  o n  t h e  

e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  k e y  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  n e t w o r k s  ( t h e  r a i l r o a d  f o r  B u r r i s  

C i t y  a n d  t h e  s t e a m b o a t  f o r  G a l l a t i n  C i t y )  a s  s t a b i l i z i n g  a n d  d e v e l o p ­

m e n t a l  f o r c e s .  S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  t h i r d  t r a d e  a n d  t r a v e l  c o n v e y a n c e  a v a i l ­

a b l e  t o  m i n e r s  a n d  p r o s p e c t i v e  s e t t l e r s ,  o v e r l a n d  w a g o n  t r a f f i c ,  w a s  t h e  

m o t i v a t i n g  f o r c e  b e h i n d  t h e  l o c a t i n g  o f  t h e  s i t e  o f  " B o z e m a n  T o w n . "  

T h e  c o n n e c t i o n  i s  n o t  i n d i r e c t ,  f o r  o n c e  i t  b e c a m e  o b v i o u s  t h a t  t h e  

i m p o r t a n t  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  l i n k  o f  t h e  s t e a m b o a t  w a s  n o t  g o i n g  t o  b e  

d e v e l o p e d  i n  G a l l a t i n  C i t y ,  a n d  t h e  n e e d  t o  s u p p l y  t h e  g o l d  c a m p s  a t  

B a n n a c k  a n d  V i r g i n i a  C i t y  s t i l l  p r e s e n t e d  i t s e l f ,  w a g o n  t r a f f i c  t h r o u g h  

t h e  B o z e m a n  p a s s  b e c a m e  a  v i a b l e  a l t e r n a t i v e .  I t  i s  n o  a c c i d e n t  t h a t  

m a n y  o f  t h e  s a m e  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  i n  G a l l a t i n  C i t y  ( R o u s e ,  B e a l 1 ,  a n d  

( 2 9 )  
B o z e m a n )  f o u n d e d  a n d  p l a t t e d  t h e  t o w n  o f  B o z e m a n  b y  A u g u s t  9 ,  1 8 6 4 .  

M r .  B u r r i s 1  b a d  l u c k  i n  I o w a  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  f o l l o w e d  h i m  t o  M o n t a n a .  

O n c e  w o r k  o n  G a l l a t i n  C i t y  h a d  c o m m e n c e d ,  M r .  B u r r i s  e v i d e n t l y  f e l t  i t  

w a s  t i m e  t o  g e t  t h e  O p h i r  C i t y  p r o j e c t s  u n d e r w a y .  A f t e r  s e c u r i n g  a l l  



t h e  c h a r t e r s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  m a k e  t h e  c o m b i n e d  G a l l a t i n  C i t y / O p h i r  C i t y  

e n t e r p r i s e  a  r e a l i t y ,  M r .  B u r r i s  j o u r n e y e d  t o  t h e  m o u t h  o f  t h e  M a r i a s  

R i v e r  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1 8 6 5  t o  c o m m e n c e  b u i l d i n g  t h e  c i t y  o f  O p h i r .  A  

s a w m i l l  w a s  s e t  u p ,  t i m b e r  c a m p s  w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  a n d  w o r k  b e g a n .  

M a t t e r s  p r o c e e d e d  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  u n t i l  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  M a y  w h e n ,  

o n  M a y  2 5 ,  1 8 6 5 ,  M r .  B u r r i s  a n d  n i n e  o t h e r  m e n  w e r e  a t  a  t i m b e r  c a m p  

l o c a t e d  a  f e w  m i l e s  u p  t h e  M a r i a s  R i v e r .  T h r e e  h u n d r e d  h o u s e  l o g s  h a d  

b e e n  c u t  a n d  w e r e  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  b e i n g  t r a n s p o r t e d  b y  o x e n  t o  t h e  

r i v e r ,  t o  b e  s u b s e q u e n t l y  b r o u g h t  d o w n  t o  t h e  O p h i r  C i t y  l o c a t i o n .  A t  

( 3 1 )  
t h i s  t i m e ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  S t o u t ,  t h e  p a r t y  w a s  a t t a c k e d  b y  a  b a n d  o f  

o n e  h u n d r e d  a n d  e i g h t y  B l o o d  I n d i a n s  w h o  e m p l o y e d  t h e  u s u a l  t a c t i c s  o f  

c i r c l i n g  a r o u n d  t h e  t e n  m e n  a s  t h e y  f o u g h t  t o  r e a c h  t h e  r i v e r  a n d  

f r i e n d s .  M r .  B u r r i s  w a s  a  m a n  o f  p o w e r f u l  f r a m e  a n d  a p p a r e n t l y  w a s  t h e  

l a s t  t o  d i e  a s  h e  m a d e  a  r u n n i n g  f i g h t  n e a r l y  t o  O p h i r .  A s  S t o u t  

r e c o u n t s ,  h e  w a s  f i n a l l y  s h o t  i n  t h e  l e g  a n d  a n o t h e r  b u l l e t  p e n e t r a t e d  

h i s  l e f t  l u n g .  T h e r e  w e r e  s e v e r a l  g a s h e s  m a d e  b y  a  k n i f e  o n  h i s  l e f t  

s i d e  a n d  t h e r e  w e r e  a r r o w  w o u n d s  o n  h i s  b o d y .  H a d  M r .  B u r r i s  l i v e d ,  t h e  

d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h i s  r e g i o n  m i g h t  h a v e  o c c u r r e d  i n  a  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  

m a n n e r  a n d  t o w n s i t e s  s u c h  a s  B o z e m a n ,  w h i c h  b e c a m e  c e n t r a l  t o  M o n t a n a  

h i s t o r y ,  m a y  n e v e r  h a v e  e x i s t e d .  

E v e n t s  a n d  t i m i n g  w e r e  a p p a r e n t l y  w r o n g .  W i t h o u t  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  o f  

s t r o n g  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  t o  w o r k  o u t  t h e  l e g a l  a n d  i n v e s t m e n t  a s p e c t s ,  t h e  

p r o j e c t  w a s  d o o m e d  t o  f a i l u r e .  O n l y  t h o s e  p e o p l e  d e s i g n a t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  

a c t u a l  c h a r t e r s  w e r e  l e g a l l y  a b l e  t o  a c t  i n  t h i s  s c h e m e .  T h e  m o s t  

l i k e l y  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  t a k e  B u r r i s 1  p l a c e  w a s  G o v e r n o r  S i d n e y  E d g e r t o n  

w h o ,  w h i l e  n o t  o p p o s e d  t o  t h e  e n t e r p r i s i n g  s c h e m e ,  h a d  l e f t  t h e  



territory by June, 1866. Others such as Beal, Rouse, and Bozeman 

turned their attention elsewhere where their opportunities for personal 

gain were better assured at reduced expense and labor, and better suited 

the i r skills. 

Instead, as McClure refers in 1867 to the sixty cabins which Emily 

Meredith states existed in February of 1863, only one remained by 1867-

The remaining structures were moved to other more promising sites and 

only indirectly did Gallatin City serve to sponsor the growth and 

success of Montana. 

Mr. Burris was not unique in the field of speculative town develop­

ment. At the same time Gallatin City was being organized in December of 

1862, another group of men from the infant mining camp of Bannack, 

decided they, too, would travel to the Three Forks of the Missouri River 

and locate their own town. The articles of association for organizing 

the town company were agreed upon and recorded in Bannack in advance of 

choosing the location of the actual townsite. Mr. James Henry Morley, a 

railroad surveyor, miner, and ditch developer in Bannack, was one of the 

trustees of the town association and president of the board. He wrote in 

his daily journal that on December 28, 1862, he and six other men left 

( 3 3 )  
f o r  t h e  T h r e e  F o r k s  o f  t h e  M i s s o u r i  i n  s e a r c h  o f  a  t o w n s i t e .  

I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  e x a m p l e  s e t  b y  t h e  m e n  o r g a n i z i n g  G a l l a t i n  C i t y  

inspired others to try their hand at entrepreneurial skills regarding 

s p e c u l a t i v e  t o w n  f o r m a t i o n .  T h e  M o r l e y  p a r t y  r e a c h e d  G a l l a t i n  C i t y  

eight days later, on January 5, 1863- In Morley's diary he notes: 

The company who have preceded us here have secured a 

townsite opposite the mouth of the Gallatin, in a very 

pretty spot. Found a tolerable site for a town one and 



one-half miles below the mouth of the Gallatin. The 

weather, although freezing cold, is quite comfortable to 

us. The ice is two feet thick in the streams, yet I do 

not feel the cold equal to an autumn day in M i s s o u r i .  

The next day, a site about three miles below Gallatin City, described 

as excellent for a town with plenty of good ground, good landings, and 

plenty of timber and wood, was located and staked three days later. 

It appears that quite a few people in Bannack decided to brave the 

winter and make an early move to Gallatin City. On the way back to 

Bannack on January 12 and 13, 186 3, Morley reports passing a total of 

(35) 
thirteen wagons and fifty men bound for Gallatin City. 

The organized approach to setting up a town was no doubt in an 

effort to avoid claims or ownership disputes. The method for effec­

tively recording a claim, as was done in Gallatin City, was by forming a 

claims association. Claims associations were common in other locations 

at that time, particularly in the midwest. In newly settled areas such 

as Montana, miners and farmers alike would form a claims association to 

protect their interests. Gallatin County records include a Book of 

Records for the Town of Gallatin and surrounding country. This record 

indicates the organization of a claims association. It is clear that 

the purpose of the association was not only to record claims, but also 

to promote settlement. Under the laws of the association, in order to 

become and retain the interest of a member of the association, it was 

necessary to build a house of hewn logs not less than sixteen feet by 

eighteen feet, to be completed and ready for occupancy by April 1, 1863. 

It was also necessary within twelve months to break at least five acres 



o f  g r o u n d .  A n y  m e m b e r  f a i l i n g  t o  d o  s o  w o u l d  f o r f e i t  h i s  i n t e r e s t  i n  

( 3 6 )  
t h e  c o m p a n y .  

I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  H o m e s t e a d  A c t  h a d  p a s s e d  t h e  

s a m e  y e a r  t h a t  t h i s  c l a i m s  a s s o c i a t i o n  w a s  o r g a n i z e d .  I t  i s  q u e s t i o n ­

a b l e  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  n e w s  o f  t h e  p a s s i n g  o f  t h e  H o m e s t e a d  A c t  h a d  r e a c h e d  

t h e  G a l l a t i n  C i t y  s e t t l e m e n t .  Q u i t e  p o s s i b l y  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  G a l l a t i n  

T o w n  A s s o c i a t i o n  w e r e  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  p r o p o s e d  r e q u i r e m e n t s  c o n t a i n e d  

i n  t h e  H o m e s t e a d  A c t  b e c a u s e  i t ,  t o o ,  r e q u i r e d  b u i l d i n g  a  h o u s e  a n d  

c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  l a n d  t o  r e t a i n  a  c l a i m .  I t  i s  a l s o  i m p o r t a n t  t o  r e a l i z e  

t h a t  t h e s e  s e t t l e r s  w e r e  n o t  y e t  i n  a  p o s i t i o n  t o  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e  

H o m e s t e a d  A c t .  A p p l i c a t i o n s  c o u l d  n o t  b e  s u b m i t t e d  u n t i l  t h e  F e d e r a l  

G o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c i a l l y  o p e n e d  a n  a r e a  f o r  s e t t l e m e n t ,  a n d  t h a t  a c t i o n  

r e s t e d  u p o n  t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  s u r v e y .  T h e  o n l y  w a y ,  a t  

t h i s  p o i n t ,  t o  p r o v i d e  a t  l e a s t  a  m i n i m u m  a m o u n t  o f  s e c u r i t y  f o r  a  l a n d  

c l a i m  w a s  b y  r e c o r d i n g  w i t h  a n  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  a s  w a s  d o n e  i n  G a l l a t i n  

C i t y . ( 3 7 )  

T h e  f o u n d e r s  o f  G a l l a t i n  C i t y  w e r e  v e r y  e n e r g e t i c  i n  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  

t o  a t t r a c t  s e t t l e r s .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  E m i l y  R .  M e r e d i t h ,  " T o  e v e r y  s e t t l e r  

w h o  w o u l d  e r e c t  a  l o g  h o u s e  1 6  f e e t  b y  2 0  f e e t ,  a  l o t  w a s  g i v e n .  T o  o n e  

w h o  w o u l d  b u i l d  o n e  t w i c e  t h a t  s i z e ,  s u i t a b l e  f o r  a  w a r e h o u s e  o r  s t o r e ,  

( i O )  
a  d o u b l e  l o t  w a s  a w a r d e d . "  A p p a r e n t l y ,  w h e n  G a l l a t i n  C i t y  w a s  l a i d  

o u t ,  o n e - f o u r t h  o f  a l l  l o t s  w e r e  a p p r o p r i a t e d  f o r  d o n a t i o n  p u r p o s e s ,  a s  

f o l l o w s :  7 5  l o t s  t o  t h e  f i r s t  s t e a m b o a t  t h a t  s h o u l d  a r r i v e ;  5 0  t o  t h e  

s e c o n d ;  5 0  t o  t h e  f i r s t  p r i n t i n g  p r e s s ;  2 5  t o  t h e  p r o p r i e t o r  o f  t h e  

f i r s t  s t o c k  o f  g o o d s  b r o u g h t  t h e r e ;  5 0  t o  t h e  f i r s t  c h u r c h  b u i l t ;  7  t o  

t h e  f i r s t  l a d y  w h o  s h o u l d  b e c o m e  a  r e s i d e n t ;  s i x  t o  t h e  n e x t ,  a n d  s o  o n ,  



( • J Q )  .  .  .  
d o w n  t o  o n e .  N o t e w o r t h y  h e r e  a r e  t h e  r e q u i s i t e  e n t i t i e s  t o  e n s u r e  

t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  a  t o w n :  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s y s t e m s  f o r  s u p p l i e s  a n d  c o n t i n u ­

o u s  s e t t l e r s ,  a  p r i n t i n g  p r e s s  t o  s p o n s o r  t h e  m e r i t s  o f  t h e  v e n t u r e ,  

b u s i n e s s  b u i l d i n g s  t o  p r o v i d e  a  s o l i d  e c o n o m i c  b a s e ,  a n d  a  c h u r c h  a n d  

w o m e n  r e s i d e n t s  t o  p r o v i d e  a  p r o j e c t e d  a u r a  o f  d e c e n c y  a n d  s t a b i l i t y .  

B y  F e b r u a r y  8 ,  1 8 6 3 ,  s i x t y  c a b i n s  h a d  b e e n  c o n s t r u c t e d ,  b u t  m o s t  

w e r e  u n o c c u p i e d .  I t  s e e m s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  E m i l y  M e r e d i t h ,  t h e y  w e r e  b u i l t  

f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  r e t a i n i n g  a  f o o t h o l d  t h e r e .  W h i l e  t h e r e  a r e  n o  

e x i s t i n g  r e m n a n t s  o f  t h e s e  r e s i d e n t i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  a t  t h e  G a l l a t i n  C i t y  

s i t e ,  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  a c c u r a t e l y  s p e c u l a t e  o n  t h e  t y p e  o f  b u i l d i n g s  

c o n s t r u c t e d .  T h e  f o u n d e r s  o f  G a l l a t i n  C i t y  w e r e  k n o w n  t o  h a v e  

p r e v i o u s l y  r e s i d e d  i n  B a n n a c k .  M u c h  i s  k n o w n  a b o u t  t h e  b u i l d i n g  t y p e s  

p r e s e n t  a t  B a n n a c k  f r o m  s t u d y i n g  h i s t o r i c a l  d o c u m e n t a r y  e v i d e n c e ,  

( 4 1 )  
p h y s i c a l  e v i d e n c e ,  a n d  p e r i o d  i l l u s t r a t i v e  m a t e r i a l .  I t  c a n  b e  

r e a s o n a b l y  a s s u m e d  t h a t  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  a t  G a l l a t i n  C i t y  w e r e  l i k e l y  

p a t t e r n e d  a f t e r  b u i l d i n g  t y p e s  o f  t h e  s a m e  p e r i o d  a t  B a n n a c k .  

F o r  e x a m p l e ,  p r e v a l e n t  i n  t h e  Y a n k e e  F l a t  ( B a n n a c k )  r e s i d e n t i a l  

d i s t r i c t  w a s  t h e  o n e - r o o m  t e m p o r a r y  f o r e r u n n e i — t h e  s i n g l e  p e n  h o u s e - - t o  

t h e  t w o - r o o m  d w e l l i n g ,  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  a  s i n g l e  w i n d o w ,  o f f s e t  d o o r  a n d  

e n d  c h i m n e y .  W i t h  a n  a d d i t i o n  o p p o s i t e  t o  t h e  e n d  c h i m n e y ,  t h e  c a b i n  

w o u l d  t h e n  t a k e  o n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  c o n f i g u r a t i o n  o f  a  s y m m e t r i c a l  f a c a d e  

o f  t w o  e n d  c h i m n e y s ,  t w o  w i n d o w s  a n d  t w o  d o o r s - - e a c h  p r o v i d i n g  a c c e s s  

i n t o  s e p a r a t e  c h a m b e r s  ( F i g .  I B ) . .  A  v a r i a t i o n  o f  t h e  d o u b l e  p e n  h o u s e ,  

r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  a  " s a d d l e b a g "  h o u s e ,  a d d s  a  s e c o n d  r o o m  b e h i n d  t h e  

c h i m n e y ,  t h u s  p r o v i d i n g  a  c e n t r a 1 - c h i m n e y ,  t w o - r o o m ,  t w o - d o o r  c a b i n  

( F i g .  1 C ) . ( 4 2 )  



T H E  L O W L A N D  S O U T H  A N D  T H E  R O C K Y  

M T  W E S T  ( B A S E D  O N  C L A S S l E )  
DOUBLE PEN HOUSES 

FIGURE 1 :  Doub le -pen  houses :  The  Low land  Sou th  and  Rocky  
Moun ta in  Wes t .  (Render ing  by  San fo rd  Edward ,  
1984 ,  a f te r  concep t  by  G lass ie  and  Hea th . )  



T h e  l o g  c a b i n s  o f  B a n n a c k  w e r e  o n  o c c a s i o n  s h a k e  r o o f e d ,  b u t  o f t e n  

i n  t h e  e a r l y  s t a g e s  t h e y  w e r e  s i m p l y  c o v e r e d  w i t h  d i r t  ( f o r  i n s u l a t i o n )  

p i l e d  o n  c a n v a s  ( f o r  m o i s t u r e  r e s i s t a n c e )  a n d  s u p p o r t e d  b y  p o l e s .  

( z + 3 )  
" G r e e n  c o w  s k i n s "  ( f r e s h  h i d e s )  p r o v i d e d  w h a t  c a r p e t  c o u l d  b e  f o u n d .  

B e y o n d  t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  s i x t y  c a b i n s ,  f u r t h e r  a t t e m p t s  t o  p r o m o t e  

G a l l a t i n  C i t y  w e r e  d o n e  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  a  p a m p h l e t  w r i t t e n  b y  M r .  J .  L .  

C a m p b e l l  a n d  p u b l i s h e d  i n  1 8 6 4 ,  e n t i t l e d  " l d a h o - - S i x  M o n t h s  i n  t h e  N e w  

G o l d  R e g i o n s :  T h e  E m i g r a n t ' s  G u i d e . "  A n  e t c h i n g  c r e a t e d  b y  M r .  C a m p b e l l  

a p p e a r e d  i n  t h i s  p a m p h l e t  b e a r i n g  t h e  t i t l e ,  " G a l l a t i n  C i t y - T h r e e  F o r k s  

o f  t h e  M i s s o u r i "  ( 1 1 1  u s .  3 ) .  A s  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  t h e  e t c h i n g  s u g g e s t s ,  t h e  

v i e w e r  i s  a s k e d  " t o  l o o k  d o w n  t h e  v i s t a  o f  t h e  f u t u r e  a  f e w  y e a r s  o n l y ,  

t o  b e h o l d  a  b e a u t i f u l  c i t y  t o w e r i n g  h e r e ,  l o c k e d  f o r e v e r  i n  t h e  e m b r a c e  

o f  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  h i l l s . "  T h e  i m a g e  d e p i c t s  t h e  t o w n  o n c e  i t  h a s  t a k e n  

f u l l  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e  s i t e  a l l o t m e n t s  a n d  i n c l u d e s :  a  c h u r c h ,  a  s t e a m ­

b o a t  d o c k e d  a t  a  w h a r f ,  a  m i l i t a r y  p o s t  o r  s c h o o l ,  a n d  a  r e s i d e n t i a l  

a r e a .  A c c o m p a n y i n g  t h e  e t c h i n g  w a s  a  w r i t t e n  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  G a l l a t i n  

C i t y  b y  M r .  C a m p b e l l  h i m s e l f :  

A l r e a d y  a  t o w n  h a s  b e e n  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  T h r e e  F o r k s  w h i c h  
b e a r s  t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e  E a s t  F o r k  [ G a l l a t i n ] ,  a n d  i s  
r a p i d l y  b e c o m i n g  a n  i m p o r t a n t  p l a c e .  I t  w a s  l a i d  o u t  i n  
D e c e m b e r ,  1 8 6 2  b y  a  c o m p a n y  f r o m  B a n n o c k  C i t y  [ 3 a n n a c k ] .  
S i t u a t e d  a t  t h e  h e a d  o f  n a v i g a t i o n ,  i n  t h e  h e a r t  o f  a n  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o u n t r y ,  s u r r o u n d e d  a s  i t  i s  w i t h  r i c h  
mining camps. (MO 

T h i s  p a m p h l e t ,  o r i g i n a l l y  p r i n t e d  i n  N e w  Y o r k  a n d  C h i c a g o ,  a p p e a r s  

t o  h a v e  b e e n  w r i t t e n  i n  a n  e f f o r t  t o  " p a i n t  a  p r e t t y  p i c t u r e "  o f  t h e  

I d a h o  T e r r i t o r y  t o  w o u l d - b e  s e t t l e r s  f r o m  t h e  e a s t e r n  r e g i o n  o f  t h e  

c o u n t r y  a n d  c l e a r l y  d e s i g n a t e s  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h i s  l o c a t i o n  a s  a n  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  s u p p o r t  c o m m u n i t y  i n  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  r i c h  m i n i n g  c a m p s .  



OALLATIN CITY—TORES KOKK8 OF TJIK MISSOURI. 

I L L U S T R A T I  O N  3 •  E t c h i n g  o f  G a l l a t i n  C i t y  a s  d r a w n  b y  
J .  L .  C a m p b e l l  a n d  a s  s e e n  i n  h i s  1 8 6 5  
p a m p h l e t ,  " l d a h o - - S i x  M o n t h s  i n  t h e  N e w  
G o l d  R e g i o n s :  T h e  E m i g r a n t ' s  G u i d e . "  
( C o u r t e s y  o f  I d a h o  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  
B o i s e ,  I D . )  



However, as observed by a more local audience, Gallatin City either 

did not look very attractive to the sole newspaper of the territory, The 

Montana Post of Virginia City, or else community jealousy, in spite of 

the obvious benefits to Virginia City if Gallatin City were successful, 

prompted it to belittle the new community. Reacting similarly to the 

Burris City, Iowa, promotional map, in the newspaper's issue of 

September 3, 1864, there appeared under the caption "Gallatin City," the 

fol1owi ng ed i tor i a 1: 

We have got the headline, and being leaded looks 

well on paper. Not wishing to say by any means this is a 

paper town, 'Oh, No!' The old mountaineers frequently 

resort thither when game becomes scarce in the settled 

portions of the territory to hunt, and antelope are 

readily brought down in the city limits. We don't know 

the town company but presume when they laid off the city, 

it was like the fellow that set the hen on 100 eggs; he 

wanted to see her spread herself. 

We learn at latest advices from a gentleman who had 

just passed through the city that it contained one 

family, but they were daily looking for another. There 

was a certain Mr. Campbell who was some two months in the 

country last year [1863], and who sometimes writes for 

the Chicago Tribune. This gentleman went home with 'sore 

feet,' published a pamphlet giving all the particulars of 

our territory, in which Gallatin [City] fills a prominent 

part. 

The picture in the pamphlet shows a church with a 

somewhat tall spire, a military post with paper soldiers, 

of course, a steamboat at the wharf busily discharging 

her cargoes, etc. We don't know how much he received for 

all his trouble, but if he got nothing he must have been 

taking a 'drop of the critter,' until steamboats, 

soldiers, churches, and large townsites danced in his 

imagination, for surely none before or since have been 

able to discover any of these things. Having thus 

briefly described the city and having ourselves been 

sold, thinking at one time to locate there, we of course 

feel a little tender on the subject. 

Whether Gallatin [City] will be able to 'hold her 

oats' remains to be seen, but she is certainly at the 

present in bad condition, let it be recorded. (^5) 



I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  V i r g i n i a  C i t y  k n e w  a b o u t  t h e  

e x i s t e n c e  a n d  c u r r e n t  s t a t u s  o f  G a l l a t i n  C i t y ,  b u t  w e r e  u n a w a r e  o f  t h e  

l o n g - r a n g e  d e v e l o p m e n t  p l a n s  f o r  O p h i r  C i t y ,  a n d  t h e  K o o t e n a i  C o u n t r y ,  

f o r  i t  w o u l d  n o t  b e  u n t i l  f i v e  m o n t h s  l a t e r  ( o n  F e b r u a r y  2 ,  1 8 6 5 )  t h a t  

t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  p l a n s  w o u l d  b e  r e c o g n i z e d  a s  a  v i a b l e  e n t e r p r i s e  b y  t h e  

f i r s t  M o n t a n a  l e g i s l a t u r e  a t  B a n n a c k .  t h i s  t i m e ,  T e r r i t o r i a l  

G o v e r n o r  S i d n e y  E d g e r t o n  a p p r o v e d  t h e  c h a r t e r s ,  g r a n t e d  t o  N .  W .  B u r r i s  

a n d  a s s o c i a t e s ,  w h i c h  w e r e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  c o n t i n u e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h i s  

r e g  i  o n .  

R e g i o n a l  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  G a l l a t i n  C i t y  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  l o w  

b e c a u s e  t h e  c i t y  w a s  n o t  b u s t l i n g  w i t h  a c t i v i t y  a n d  i n h a b i t a n t s ,  s i n c e  

n o  s t e a m b o a t s  h a d  y e t  a r r i v e d  w i t h  s u p p l i e s  a n d  s e t t l e r s  t o  p r o v e  t h e  

m e r i t s  o f  t h e  v e n t u r e .  I n  a  b r o a d e r  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  G a l l a t i n  C i t y  h a d  

s p e c u l a t i v e  p o t e n t i a l  i n  t h a t  i t  w a s  c o n s t r u c t e d  a s  t h e  f i r s t  p h a s e  o f  a  

m u l t i - p h a s e  d e v e l o p m e n t  e n t e r p r i s e .  F o r  s u c h  a  s c h e m e  t o  s u c c e e d ,  t h e  

e n d  r e s u l t  w o u l d  b e  d e p e n d e n t  u p o n  h o w  m u c h  s u c c e s s  w a s  a c h i e v e d  i n  

b r i n g i n g  a n  a s s o r t m e n t  o f  s u p p l i e s  a n d  v a s t  n u m b e r s  o f  p e r m a n e n t  

s e t t l e r s  t o  t h i s  r a p i d l y  d e v e l o p e d  r e g i o n .  

H i s t o r i c a l  d o c u m e n t a r y  e v i d e n c e  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  a  l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  b y  

M r .  C h a r l e s  O h l e ,  a n  e a s t e r n e r ,  t o  M r .  J o h n  ( J a c k )  M e n d e n h a l 1 ,  a  r e s i ­

d e n t  o f  G a l l a t i n  C i t y ,  o n  M a r c h  2 4 ,  1 8 6 4 ,  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  

o f  t h e  I d a h o  T e r r i t o r y - - a n d  G a l l a t i n  C i t y  i n  p a r t i c u l a i — w a s  v e r y  

p o s i t i v e  a n d  t h a t  t h e  p r o j e c t  h e l d  m o r e  m e r i t  t h a n  h a d  b e e n  p r e v i o u s l y  

t h o u g h t .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  e x c e r p t  f r o m  t h e  l e t t e r  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  G a l l a t i n  

C i t y  a t t e s t s  t o  t h i s :  



D e a r  J a c k ,  

I  s u p p o s e  y o u  h a v e  b e e n  l e a d i n g  t h e  l i f e  o f  a  h u n t e r  
a n d  l i v i n g  o n  g a m e  s u c h  a s  e l k ,  d e e r ,  a n t e l o p e ,  b e a r ,  
e t c . ,  a n d  p a s s i n g  t h e  w i n t e r  p l e a s a n t l y  i n  y o u r  c a b i n  a t  
G a l l a t i n  [ C i t y ]  w h e n  y o u  a r e  n o t  o u t  h u n t i n g .  G a l l a t i n  
[ C i t y ]  I  t h i n k  i s  d e s t i n e d  t o  b e  a  f l o u r i s h i n g  m o u n t a i n  
c i t y  a t  n o  d i s t a n t  d a y ,  a n d  i  a m  i n c l i n e d  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  
r e a l  e s t a t e  w i l l  b e  w o r t h  h a v i n g  a n d  w i l l  e v e n t u a l l y  b e  
s o l d  a t  p r i c e s  t h a t  w i l l  m a k e  i t  p r o f i t a b l e  t o  d e a l  i n .  
Y o u  c a n n o t  f o r m  a n y  i d e a  o f  t h e  e x c i t e m e n t  e x i s t i n g  i n  
t h e  s t a t e s  i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  I d a h o  m i n e s .  I  w o u l d  n o t  b e  
s u r p r i s e d  i f  t h e r e  w a s  t h i r t y  o r  f o r t y  t h o u s a n d  p e o p l e  t o  
e m i g r a t e  t o  I d a h o  t h i s  y e a r .  T h o u s a n d s  w i l l  l e a v e  
M i s s o u r i ,  W i s c o n s i n ,  a n d  I o w a  m i n e s  a n d  t h e  w e s t e r n  
s t a t e s  g e n e r a  1 1 y .  

I  w a s  a s t o n i s h e d  a t  t h e  e x c i t e m e n t  i n  M i s s o u r i  w h e n  
I  c a m e  i n  l a s t  w i n t e r  [ 1 8 6 2 - 1 8 6 3 ] .  Y o u  h e a r  o f  I d a h o  
w h e r e v e r  y o u  g o ,  i n  S t .  L o u i s ,  W a s h i n g t o n ,  N e w  Y o r k ,  a n d  
e v e r y  p l a c e  I  h a v e  b e e n  a t  I  f i n d  p e r s o n s  w h o  i n t e n d  
g o i n g  t o  I d a h o .  M a j o r  O w e n s  a n d  o t h e r s  h a v e  g i v e n  g r e a t  
a c c o u n t s  o f  I d a h o .  T h e y  n o t  o n l y  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  
r i c h  w i t h  m i n e r a l ,  b u t  a s  b e i n g  w e l l  a d a p t e d  t o  f a r m i n g ,  
s t o c k  r a i s i n g ,  a n d  e v e r y t h i n g  i n  f a c t  t h a t  c o u l d  b e  
d e s i r e d  i n  l o c a t i o n  a n d  c l i m a t e .  

T h e r e  w i l l  b e  a  f l e e t  o f  b o a t s  l e a v i n g  S t .  L o u i s  
t h i s  s p r i n g  [ 1 8 6 4 ]  f o r  F o r t  B e n t o n  a n d  t h e  Y e l l o w s t o n e .  
A n y  a m o u n t  o f  g o o d s  w i l l  b e  t a k e n  t o  I d a h o  t h i s  y e a r .  I  
h a v e  s e e n  q u i t e  a  n u m b e r  o f  p e r s o n s  h e r e  t h i s  w i n t e r  f r o m  
t h e  m i n e s .  P u r f i l e  [ ? ]  a n d  C h a r l e y  D a v i s  a r e  h e r e .  
D a v i s  [ C h a r l e y ]  h a s  b e e n  i n  W i s c o n s i n  a n d  t h r o u g h  t h e  
c o u n t r y  o n  t h e  U p p e r  M i s s i s s i p p i  R i v e r .  H e  g a v e  t h e  
p e o p l e  g r a p h i c  a c c o u n t s  o f  t h e  a b u n d a n c e  o f  g o l d  i n  
I d a h o .  C h a r l e y  h a s  a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  a n  I d a h o  f r e i g h t  a n d  
p a s s e n g e r  l i n e  o f  s t e a m b o a t s .  T h e  c o m p a n y  o w n s  s o m e  s i x  
b o a t s  a n d  w i l l  r u n  t h e m  t o  F o r t  B e n t o n  a n d  C h a r l e y  s a y s  
t h e y  i n t e n d  r u n n i n g  o n e  t o  G a l l a t i n  [ C i t y ] .  T h e  b o a t s  
a r e  a l l  l i g h t  d r a u g h t  a n d  h a v e  b e e n  r u n n i n g  o n  s o m e  o f  
t h e  s m a l l  s t r e a m s  t h a t  r u n  i n t o  t h e  U p p e r  M i s s i s s i p p i .  
T w o  o f  t h e m  I  t h i n k  d r a w  t w e l v e  i n c h e s ,  l i g h t .  T h e  
f i r s t  b o a t s  l e a v e  a b o u t  t h e  f i r s t  o f  n e x t  m o n t h  [ A p r i l  
1 8 6 4 ] .  T h i s  c o m p a n y  h a s  g o t  o u t  p r i n t e d  b i l l s  a n d  h a v e  
a n  a g e n c y  e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  # 2 6 4  B r o a d w a y  [ N e w  Y o r k ] .  T h e y  
a d v e r t i s e  t o  c a r r y  p a s s e n g e r s  t o  F o r t  B e n t o n  f o r  $ 1 5 0  - -
a l l o w  8 0  l b s .  b a g g a g e  a n d  t h e n  t e n  c e n t s  f a r e  p e r  p o u n d  
f o r  a l l  o v e r  t h a t  a m o u n t .  D a v i s  [ C h a r l e y ]  i s  g o i n g  i n ,  
h e a v y ;  h a s  a  m a p  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  s h o w i n g  t h e  t o w n s  t h a t  
a r e  n o w  f l o u r i s h i n g ,  G a l l a t i n  [ C i t y ]  b e i n g  o n e  o f  t h e  
f i r s t  - -  B u l l y  f o r  D a v i s .  .  . ( 4 7 )  



N o t  o n l y  d o e s  t h i s  l e t t e r  i n d i c a t e  t h e  d e g r e e  t o  w h i c h  E a s t e r n e r s  

w e r e  r e a c t i n g  p o s i t i v e l y  t o  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  b e i n g  d i s s e m i n a t e d  a b o u t  

G a l l a t i n  C i t y ,  b u t  i t  a l s o  l e n d s  c r e d i b i l i t y  t o  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  

p l a n n i n g  b e h i n d  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  e n t e r p r i s e  a s  a  w h o l e .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  

C h a r l e y  D a v i s ,  a s  r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  C h a r l e s  O h l e ' s  l e t t e r ,  m a y  w e l l  b e  

M r .  C .  M .  D a v i s ,  w h o s e  n a m e  a p p e a r s  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  i n c o r p o r a t o r s  

o f  t h e  G a l l a t i n  T o w n  C o m p a n y .  I f ,  i n  f a c t ,  C h a r l e y  D a v i s  w a s  p a r t  o w n e r  

o f  a  f r e i g h t  a n d  p a s s e n g e r  l i n e  o f  s t e a m b o a t s  w i t h  p l a n s  t o  r u n  b e t w e e n  

t h e  G r e a t  F a l l s  a n d  G a l l a t i n  C i t y  a s  e a r l y  a s  1 8 6 4 ,  t h i s  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  

t h e  p l a n s  f o r  d e v e l o p i n g  t h i s  r e g i o n  w e r e  w e l l  t h o u g h t  o u t  a n d  p r o g r e s ­

s i n g  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y ,  i n v e s t m e n t  m o n e y  w a s  a v a i l a b l e ,  a n d  t e c h n i c a l  

k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  d e m a n d s  o n  r i v e r  t r a f f i c  ( i . e . ,  s h a l l o w  d r a f t  

s t e a m b o a t s )  w e r e  w e l l  u n d e r s t o o d .  

F o l l o w i n g  t h e  d e a t h  o f  N .  W .  B u r r i s  i n  1 8 6 5 ,  r e s i d e n t s  o f  G a l l a t i n  

C i t y  b e g a n  m o v i n g  a c r o s s  t h e  M i s s o u r i  R i v e r ,  s e t t l i n g  b e t w e e n  t h e  

M a d i s o n  a n d  G a l l a t i n  R i v e r s .  T h i s  s i t e  c a m e  t o  b e  k n o w n  a s  G a l l a t i n  

C i t y  T w o .  T h e  l o c a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  c l o s e r  p r o x i m i t y  t o  t h e  w a g o n  r o a d  f r o m  

F o r t  B e n t o n  t o  V i r g i n i a  C i t y .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  o r i g i n a l  G a l l a t i n  C i t y  s i t e  

w a s  e v e n t u a l l y  c o m p l e t e l y  v a c a t e d ,  i t  c o n t i n u e d  t o  b e  r e c o g n i z e d  a s  t h e  

c u r r e n t  l o c a t i o n  o f  G a l l a t i n  C i t y ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  s u b s e q u e n t  m a p s  a n d  

s u r v e y s  d o n e  o f  t h i s  a r e a .  

F o r  e x a m p l e ,  b e f o r e  t h e  f i r s t  l e g i s l a t u r e  o f  t h e  M o n t a n a  T e r r i t o r y  

c o u l d  d i v i d e  t h e  T e r r i t o r y  i n t o  c o u n t i e s ,  a  m a p  h a d  t o  b e  p r e p a r e d .  

T h i s  w a s  n e c e s s a r y  s i n c e  t h e  c o u n t y  w a s  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  e l e c t i n g  m e m b e r s  

t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  f o r  p u r p o s e s  o f  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t .  A  m a p  w a s  a l s o  

r e q u i r e d  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  c o u r t s  c o u l d  b e  o r g a n i z e d  a n d  t h e  l i m i t s  o f  t h e i r  



a u t h o r i t y  d e f i n e d .  W .  W .  D e L a c y ,  a  s u r v e y o r  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  M o n t a n a  

g e o g r a p h y ,  w a s  e m p l o y e d  i n  1 8 6 5  t o  d r a w  u p  t h e  r e q u i r e d  m a p  i n  w h i c h  

G a l l a t i n  C i t y  a p p e a r s  a t  i t s  o r i g i n a l  l o c a t i o n  ( l l l u s .  4 ) .  T h r e e  

y e a r s  l a t e r ,  i n  1 8 6 8 ,  a  s u r v e y  p e r f o r m e d  b y  M r .  B .  F .  M a r s h  n o t  o n l y  

s h o w s  G a l l a t i n  C i t y  a t  i t s  o r i g i n a l  l o c a t i o n ,  b u t  a l s o  c o n t a i n s  a  g r i d  

p a t t e r n  d e p i c t i n g  c i t y  b l o c k s  ( l l l u s .  5 ) .  T h i s  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  d u e  t o  t h e  

f a c t  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  m o s t  o f  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  G a l l a t i n  C i t y  h a d  m o v e d  

a c r o s s  t h e  M i s s o u r i  R i v e r  t o  G a l l a t i n  C i t y  T w o ,  t h i s  n e w  t o w n  w a s  n o t  

s u r v e y e d ,  p l a t t e d  a n d  r e c o r d e d  u n t i l  1 8 7 2 .  

W h e n  t h e  r a i l r o a d  b y p a s s e d  G a l l a t i n  C i t y  T w o  i n  t h e  1 8 8 0 1 s ,  t h a t  

c i t y ,  t o o ,  q u i c k l y  f a d e d .  T o d a y ,  t h e r e  a r e  n o  v i s i b l e  r e m a i n s  o f  t h e  

o r i g i n a l  G a l l a t i n  C i t y ,  e x c e p t  i m p r e s s i o n s  o f  w h a t  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  

o r i g i n a l  o f f - a x i s  g r i d  p l a n  ( s e e  l l l u s .  6 ) ,  a n d  e v i d e n c e  o f  s i t e  

d i s t u r b a n c e s .  T h e  s i t e  i s  l i k e l y  t o  y i e l d  i m p o r t a n t  h i s t o r i c a l  

a r c h e o l o g i c a l  e v i d e n c e  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  i n t e r p r e t i n g  a n d  d e f i n i n g  G a l l a t i n  

C i t y - - a  s i t e  o f  r e g i o n a l  h i s t o r i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  t i g h t  

o c c u p a t i o n  p e r i o d  o f  1 8 6 2 - 1 8 6 5 ,  a n y  a r c h e o 1 o g i c a 1  r e m a i n s  w o u l d  d a t e  

f r o m  t h i s  p h a s e  o f  G a l l a t i n  C i t y .  

G a l l a t i n  C i t y ,  a l t h o u g h  o n l y  i n  e x i s t e n c e  f o r  a  s h o r t  t i m e ,  d i d  

p r o v i d e  a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  f o r  p e o p l e  w i s h i n g  t o  s e t t l e  t h i s  u n t a m e d  r e g i o n  

f o r  r e a s o n s  o t h e r  t h a n  m i n i n g .  W i t h  t h e  d e a t h  o f  N .  W .  B u r r i s  o n  

M a y  2 5 ,  1 8 6 5 ,  t h e  e n t h u s i a s m  f o r  a n d  v i a b i l i t y  o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  s e c o n d  

l i n e  o f  s t e a m b o a t s  b e t w e e n  t h e  G r e a t  F a l l s  a n d  G a l l a t i n  C i t y  a p p e a r  t o  

h a v e  d i m i n i s h e d .  L i k e w i s e ,  t h e  e n t i r e  e n t e r p r i s e  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  O p h i r  C i t y ,  w h i c h  a l r e a d y  h a d  f o u r  h u n d r e d  l o t s  l a i d  
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THE FIRST LEGISLATURE OF MONTANA. 

I L L U S T R A T I O N  k :  F i r s t  m a p  o f  t h e  T e r r i t o r y  o f  M o n t a n a ,  d r a w n  
b y  W .  W .  D e L a c y  i n  1 8 6 4  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  l e g i s ­
l a t u r e  o f  M o n t a n a .  ( C o u r t e s y  o f  M o n t a n a  
H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  H e l e n a ,  M T . )  
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I LLUSTRATION 5 -  Land  su rvey  pe r fo rmed  by  B .  F .  Marsh ,  
1 8 6 8 - 1 8 6 9 ,  T o w n s h i p  2  N o r t h ,  R a n g e  2  E a s t ,  
s h o w i n g  g r i d  p a t t e r n  o f  G a l l a t i n  C i t y .  
( C o u r t e s y  o f  M o n t a n a  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  
H e l e n a  ,  M T . )  



I L L U S T R A T I O N  6 :  A e r i a l  p h o t o g r a p h  o f  G a l l a t i n  C  
s h o w i n g  o u t l i n e  o f  o n l y  v i s i b l e  
i n d i c a t i n g  s t r e e t  g r i d  p a t t e r n .  

i  t y  s  i  t e  
i m p r e s s  i  o n  



o u t ,  w a s  n e v e r  r e n e w e d .  T h i s  c a n  a t t e s t  t o  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  

r o l e  w h i c h  M r .  B u r r i s  p l a y e d  i n  b r i n g i n g  t h i s  d r e a m  t o  r e a l i t y .  H a d  a l l  

p h a s e s  o f  t h e  r e g i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  s c h e m e  b e e n  c o m p l e t e d ,  G a l l a t i n  C i t y  

w o u l d  h a v e  u l t i m a t e l y  b e e n  t h e  h e a d  o f  n a v i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  M i s s o u r i  R i v e r  

a n d  e n j o y e d  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  b e i n g  t h e  p r i m a r y  s u p p o r t  b a s e  f o r  a l l  o f  

s o u t h w e s t e r n  M o n t a n a .  
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^ " A  l e t t e r  b y  M r s .  E m i l y  R .  M e r e d i t h :  B a n n a c k  a n d  G a l l a t i n  C i t y  
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CHAPTER TWO 

PROGRAMMING 



SITE SELECTION 

I£ the visitor experience is to be encouraged, the actual placement 

of the Interpretation Center may well require different treatment in 

different locations within the same park. The Interpretation Center is 

a building, and within it is told one portion of the park story, the 

total story is told by the park itself. 

By considering the role of the Interpretation Center as only a part 

of the total park experience, it follows that the placement of the 

Center can occur at three locations: (1) at or near the park entrance; 

(2) en route between park entrance and possible destination; and (3) at 

a terminus. 

A center located at the entrance should set the mood for the park. 

It should introduce and orient the public and provide positive encour­

agement to participate in the other interpretive facilities in the park. 

It should be the introduction to the total interpretation of park 

values. 

At an "en route" location, there is the possibility that the mood 

of the park has already been perceived by the visitor. Hence, inter­

pretation is more difficult because it must provide both an introduction 

and a synopsis of the park values already passed, as well as the encour­

agement to experience those values of importance that lie ahead. 

A terminally located center requires the fullest treatment. The 

mood of the park has already had ample opportunity to make itself felt 

on the visitor. More of the park story has already been told. The 



terminal visitor center must provide a synopsis of these park values 

and, in addition, it must provide the introduction to, and interpreta­

tion of, the nearby park features. These features are the reason for 

the park itself. "By its location alone, there is encouragement to 

participate" (Chabot). 

For this project, the terminal location presented the most positive 

solution for a variety of reasons. By locating the center at the end of 

the park, it is able to create a more tangible link to the historic 

themes, plus be as close as possible to the geographical namesake of the 

park, the Headwaters of the Missouri River. 

The specific site chosen for the Interpretation Center lies on an 

existing wayside self-guided exhibit area. This serves three purposes. 

By utilizing this location, it can be assumed that no archaeologically 

significant resources will be destroyed in the process of construction. 

Secondly, this location maximizes utilization of existing park services 

such as parking areas and the picnic area. 

The interpretive exhibit material displaced by the proposed center 

might be relocated outside the center to serve any visitors during times 

when the center is not in operation, such as before or after scheduled 

Interpretation Center visitation hours. 

The third factor pertaining to the site selection involved the 

high-reaching boundary set by the area's 100-year flood plain. Due to 

this circumstance, it was necessary to locate the proposed Interpreta­

tion Center on high ground, as was originally done with the existing 

interpretation plazas. 



FACILITY USERS 

The two major groups of users of the Interpretation Center are the 

visitors and the Park Service interpretive and maintenance staff. The 

visitor group can be viewed as consisting of tourist visitors (residents 

of Montana, non-residents, and foreign), and visitors from the local 

region interested in utilizing the library facility to broaden and 

deepen their understanding of the historic events associated with the 

park. 

The ultimate test of the success of a design solution is its 

ability to satisfy and support the needs and values of these users. The 

following data generated by the National Park Service describes visitors 

in general who typically frequent national parks. The visitors included 

in this study are best described as generally young (mean age of 31.9), 

well-educated (64.3% having some college education), frequent visitors 

to national parks (55% visited four or more areas during the last three 

years), and having traveled a considerable distance to visit the parks 

(63% traveled more than 300 miles from their homes and 30% traveled more 

than 1000 miles). The majority of the visitors spend between 15 and 30 

minutes in the Interpretation Center (Visitor Center Design Evaluation). 

The following information regarding visitors is based on visitor 

origin studies conducted in 1981-1985 by the Montana State Department of 

fish, wildlife, and parks. This data pertains specifically to visitors 

to the existing Missouri River Headwaters State Park. 



Visitor Groups 

(1) Resident Visitation: This currently accounts for approximately 20% 

of the total yearly visitation. Of this figure, the Montana 

residents primarily reside in the counties of southwest and south-

central Montana. 

(2) Non-Resident Visitation: This focuses on U.S. citizens and 

accounts for the remaining 80% of the total yearly visitation. 

Current incentives for visits from non-residents are presumed to 

be: 

(a) Geographical importance (beginning of Missouri River). 

(b) Significance of the site in relation to the Lewis and Clark 

Expedition --a nationally, historically significant event in 

United States history. 

(3) Foreign Visitation: This currently accounts for a very small 

percent of the visitors, with the majority being Canadian. With 

the increased visitation associated with an expansion of the park's 

facilities, this may be an important consideration. Possibly 

written material could be available in several predominant lang­

uages to accommodate this segment of the visitor population. 

Regional Visitation 

With the previously mentioned anticipated increase in general 

visitation, it is also a goal of the proposed Interpretation Center to 

experience an increase in regional use. It is hoped that an improvement 



can be made on the 20% visitation rate among Montana residents. To 

achieve this, a library containing all available material pertaining to 

the historically significant events which occurred at the Headwaters 

area has been incorporated into the final design solution. 

While this library does not intend to replace or compete with 

existing State Historical Society or university archives, it does intend 

to provide a research facility which, by virtue of its historic loca­

tion, can instill a more meaningful and deeper understanding of this 

historic material. 

Not only is the location of this facility historically significant, 

it is also centrally located to many communities in southwestern 

Montana. The potential for use among many of the various schools in the 

area via field trip excursions becomes obvious as well as providing a 

central contact point for regionally local history enthusiasts. 

Intensity of Use 

The Interpretation Center is intended to be in operation year-

round. Depending on visitation load, the center can operate either six 

or seven days per week. Fluctuations of use throughout the year coin­

cide with seasonal changes, according to both the National Park Service 

and the Montana Department of Parks, with April through September being 

the peak tourist season. 

Data from both of these agencies also indicates that afternoons 

between 12:00 and 4:00 are normally peak visitation hours. During the 

"off season" (October - March), the center's business hours will be set 



at 9:00 AM to 4:30 PM, with the possibility of being closed one day per 

week (Monday). During the peak visitation season, the center could 

operate seven days per week and have extended hours (9:00 AM to 7:30 PM) 

during daylight savings time. 

Another consideration involves the Interpretation Center's close 

proximity to overnight campgrounds, which could indicate that the 

largest visitation could be during periods of bad weather when other 

forms of park enjoyment are precluded. 

One other consideration involves an anticipated increase in group 

visitations in tour buses and school buses. This could pose problems in 

handling surges of visitors rather than a more continuous flow. 



CIRCULATION AND SPATIAL INTERRELATIONSHIPS 

The flow of visitors through a center is influenced by the physical 

design and by intervention of the park staff. 

The assumption that the visitor will expose himself/herself 

willingly to an unfamiliar situation for the purpose of obtaining infor­

mation must be one of the primary considerations. Being in an unfamiliar 

setting is compounded by any problems the visitor may experience such as 

being tired, hot, fed up with the kids, or general physical discomfort. 

The first thing a person wants in an unfamiliar situation is warmth 

and friendliness and freedom from decision making. When the visitor has 

satisfied his/her creature comforts, gotten a drink of water, etc., 

there should be a visual invitation of a direction to follow. This 

encouragement is provided by the architecture as well as by park 

personnel. The suggestion to follow the best, even though predeter­

mined, course should be supplied, with ample opportunity for the visitor 

to change his/her mind or stop at any point. 

In the spirit of a warm welcome, there should be some facility for 

stopping to rest, both inside and outside the main entry to the Inter­

pretation Center. These considerations pertain to the visitor at the 

beginning of his/her experience with the center. Next must be considered 

the movement of people from space to space within the building. 

The major public activities of the Interpretation Center are 

perception, assembly, and interpretation. Reception is defined as a 

lobby space for entering and dissemination of information; assembly is 



defined as an auditorium space for lectures and other audio/visual 

programs; interpretation is defined as the exhibit space(s) which convey 

the historic interpretive material via the various exhibit methods and 

techniques. 

As a planning tool to arrive at an architectural solution which 

encourages or guides the visitor in the right direction, abstracted flow 

diagrams can communicate different design intentions. 

Several spatial arrangements and related flow patterns are illus­

trated in the following pages which utilize radial and sequential 

spatial relationships. In a radial plan, the visitor should be given 

adequate information to make the choice of which direction he/she would 

like best to follow. Ideally this would lead to a relatively even 

distribution of flow. In a sequential plan the architect attempts to 

take the visitor in hand and guide him/her through a predetermined 

sequence. 

It should be noted that in all cases where these major public-use 

functional areas are in close proximity to each other, circulation 

problems can arise once a space has reached capacity. For example, if 

the lobby space must distribute all visitors to both primary spaces of 

assembly and exhibit, then it must provide the needed square footage to 

hold two full auditorium loads (for those leaving the auditorium and for 

those waiting to enter), plus a portion of the exhibit room capacity 

(space for those leaving and space for those arriving). Conversely, the 

visitor flow can be hastened by more frequent audio/visual presenta­

tions. In this way, the auditorium may be used to sweep the exhibit 

areas clear for a new group of incoming visitors. 
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For this project, the sequential relationship of major public 

spaces was used. Upon entering the lobby, the visitor can decide 

whether to participate in any assembly activities or continue on to the 

exhibit space. 

The exhibit space is also arranged in a sequential scheme to 

present the historic theme material in a chronological order. Where 

appropriate, as in the case of Gallatin City exhibit area, views to the 

outside can be integrated into the exhibit design. A view to the out­

side landscape was also considered appropriate for the lobby to ease the 

transition from exterior to interior, and avoid a feeling of sudden 

containment. 

By recognizing the potential to incorporate views to the outside in 

various areas of the Interpretation Center, a variety of spatial 

qualities can be obtained. For example, since a significant portion of 

the interpretive material is two-dimensional, the absence of a view 

would be appropriate so as not to distract the visitor from the 

material. This could directly apply to the Lewis and Clark portion of 

the exhibits. Upon completion of this segment of the exhibit space, the 

visitor would then pass into the area pertaining to other Lewis and 

Clark sites in Montana. Here, a view would provide a contrast to the 

previous experience and afford a panoramic view of Lewis Rock and the 

actual Missouri River Headwaters. 

This alternating between visual links to the outside and two- and 

three-dimensional exhibit material should serve to create a more varied 

and interesting visual experience. 



Vehicular Circulation 

The existing paved parking area at the proposed Interpretation 

Center site will require modification. It consists of a curvilinear 

configuration and turnaround area, and presently accommodates 

approximately 35 vehicles. 

The proposed parking area will modify the turnaround area to create 

a loop back to the main highway. Approximately 20 more vehicles will be 

able to park, making the total parking available to 55 vehicles. A 

portion of this will be shared with the picnic area. 

The loop portion of the parking area will serve to accommodate up 

to two buses and also reserve an area as a fire lane. A minimum of four 

parking stalls shall be designated as handicap parking. Employee park­

ing shall be in the main parking area. Bicycle racks will also be 

provided adjacent to this main parking area. 

The existing gravel service road to the building site will continue 

to serve this purpose. Trash collection and service pick-up and drop­

off will be conducted on this roadway. 



SPACE PROGRAM 

Introduction 

An analysis of each individual space has been provided. The 

analysis describes the activity that will take place, estimated size, 

requirements of the space, furnishings and equipment needed, and special 

considerations that should be kept in mind when designing that space. 

The size of the facility is determined by the number of people who 

will use it. Assuming the parking area can accommodate 35 cars for 

people exclusively using the visitor area, this can determine the 

visitor load on the facility. It can be assumed that 80% of the parking 

area load figured at 2.7 persons per car will be in the facility; 10% 

will be en route to, and 10% will be en route from. 

The following averages can be used to figure the hourly building 

load: 

(1) Lobbies -- 12 sq.ft. per person 

(2) Assembly Room -- 9 sq.ft. per person 

(3) Exhibit Area -- 20 sq.ft. per person 

(4) Lounge/Rest area -- 20 sq.ft. per person 

(5) Library Area -- 20 sq.ft. per person 

Visitation -- 75 people per hour, peak 
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Spaces and Their Square Footages 

Services: Lobby 900 sq.ft. 

Assembly 900 sq.ft. 

Exhibit Area 3000 sq.ft. 

Library Space 1200 sq.ft. 

Staff Offices 600 sq.ft. 

Mechanical § 5% F.A 300 sq.ft. 

Circulation @ 25% F.A 1500 sq.ft. 

Approximate Total Area 8400 sq.ft. 



SPACE: LOBBY 

ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION: 

(1) Entering/leaving 

(2) Dissemination of information 

(3) Interpretive literature sales 

(4) Rest area 

(5) Standing exhibit area 

(6) Provides transition to: 

(a) Assembly 

(b) Exhibit area 

(c) Field exhibits 

(d) Rest area 

SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS: 

(1 

(2 

(3 

(4 

FURNISH 

(1 

(2 

(3 

(4 

(5 

(6 

Natural daylighting 

Views to outside 

Visual orientation to next space 

Should include a standing exhibit for focal object 

NGS: 

Non-slip floor surface at entry (rubber mat flooring] 

Sofas for seating area 

Racks for literature sales 

Slate tile flooring for circulation areas 

Carpet floor covering for rest area 

Planters for vegetation 



SPACE: INFORMATION OFFICE AND DESK 

ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION: 

(1) Provide information to visitor. 

(2) Handle literature sales. 

(3) Control -- visual security of lobby area. 

(4) Administer first aid if necessary from injuries due to hiking, 

snake bite, etc. 

SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS: 

(1) Should have visual access to entire lobby area. 

(2) Should have storage capacity for literature sales. 

(3) Should have clerical and money handling capabilities. 



SPACE: ASSEMBLY 

ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION: 

Auditorium area for lectures and audio/visual presentations 

SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS: 

(1 

(2 

(3 

(4 

(5 

(6 

(7 

(8 

Projection booth for movie and slide projector 

Sound system 

Light well entrance 

Seating for approximately 40 visitors 

Area for minimum of 4 wheelchairs 

Possible mural display on acoustical wall material 

Storage for presentation materials 

Projection screen - low -

(a) Low washout characteristics 

(b) Uniform brightness, light distribution 

(c) Use Mirror Image Screen @ 

FURNISHINGS: 

(1) Individual seating 

(2) Carpet floor 

(3) Acoustical surface, walls, ceiling 

(4) Operable daylighting control 



SPACE: EXHIBIT AREA 

ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION: 

(1) Convey historic interpretive material. 

(2) Provide areas for audio and video presentations for individ­

uals and small groups (5-10 people). 

SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS: 

(1) Artifact display cases and exhibit boards are visually acces­

sible to all visitors (mounting height and letter size). 

(2) use of pick-up activated audio-narrative programs should not 

interfere with circulation through exhibit space. 

(3) Video presentation areas will have sound baffle entry; 

enclosure will be transparent to allow viewing of activity 

within. 

(4) No direct sunlight should reach exhibit materials. 

FURNISHINGS: 

(1) Use video disc players for video presentations. 

(2) Carpet throughout. 

(3) Standing displays will be enclosed with railing barrier. 



SPACE: LIBRARY SPACE 

ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION: 

(1) Quiet reading area 

(2) Approximately 5500 books available relating to historical 

themes. 

SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS: 

(1) Natural daylighting, north light 

(2) View to outdoors 

(3) Acoustic materials on walls and ceiling 

(4) Special collections room: 

(a) Access by librarian and historian only 

(b) Temperature and humidity control 

(5) Librarian's office: 

(a) Reference desk 

(b) Work space 

(c) Sink area 

(6) Historian's office 

FURNISHINGS: 

(1) Comfortable seating 

(2) Tables 

(3) Copy machine 

(4) Card catalogue 

(5) Carpet throughout 



SPACE: STAFF OFFICES 

ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION: 

(1) Office space for: 

(a) Superintendent 

(b) Secretary 

(c) Lecture/field exhibit person 

(2) Lounge area 

(3) Access to service entry 

SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS: 

(1) View to "bowl" area 

(2) Prevent visitors from wandering into office area 

(3) Provide storage area 



SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS 



NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

VISITOR CENTER STUDY BARRIER-FREE CHECKLIST 

CIRCULATION 

Parking Spaces 

Width: 12 feet wide to permit room at side of car for wheelchair 
access to or from spaces 

Path of Movement: Should avoid need to pass behind parked cars 

Walks 

Width: 

Grade: 

Ramps 

Width: 

Grade: 

Length: 

Surface: 

Handrails: 

Entrances 

Service either on grade or by ramp (see above) 

Doors 

Width: Minimum of 32 inches when door is open 

Operation: Single action 

Minimum 48 inches 

Maximum 5 percent 

Minimum 48 inches 

Maximum slope of 1 in 12 or 8.3 percent 

Maximum of 30 feet of continuous slope between level 
platforms 

Non-slip 

Minimum 1 side, preferably on both sides, height of 32 
inches, provide additional rails at lower heights where 
children will use the facility, extend rails 1 foot 
beyond top and bottom of ramp on the side of the contin­
uing wall or guard rail. 



Stairs 

Risers: Maximum height of 7 inches 

Nosing: Avoid projecting nosings 

Handrails: Minimum one side, height of 32 inches, extend rail 18 
inches beyond top and bottom risers 

OTHER FACILITIES 

Toilet Stall 

Width: 

Depth: 

Door: 

Handrails: 

Water Closet 

3 feet 

Minimum 56 inches, preferably 60 inches 

32 inches wide when door is open 

On each side, 33 inches high, parallel with floor, 
strong and well supported 

Seat Height: 20 inches 

Type: Wall hung most desirable, if floor supported, under-
structure should not interfere with close approach of 
wheelchair 

Urinal 

Wall hung, opening 19 inches above floor, floor mounted at same level 
as floor 

Mirrors 

Height: Not greater than 40 inches above the floor 

Towel Racks, Dispensers, or Shelves 

Height: Not greater than 40 inches above the floor 

Water Fountains 

Height/Type: Hand operated or hand and foot operated, floor mounted 
side fountain--30 inches, wall hung basin--36 inches, 
recessed mounting not recommended, alcoves should be 
wider than wheelchair 



Lavoratory (Sink) 

Clearance: 27 inches beneath the sink 

Public Phones 

Dial and handset should be within reach of person in wheelchair, coin 
slot should be at a height of 51 to 56 inches 

Identification for the Blind 

Raised letters or numbers for room identification, placed 54 to 66 
inches high to the side of the door 



APPENDIX 

ANALYSIS DATA 



CLIMATE 

The Broadwater County Area has a modified continental climate. 

Several factors enter into the modification of continental climate 

characteristics. The more important of these factors are the frequent 

invasions of Pacific Ocean air masses, drainage of cool air into the 

valley from the surrounding mountains, and the protecting mountain 

shield in all directions, which combine to make temperature changes 

somewhat smaller than those expected of a true continental climate. 

Terrain is also an important factor in the pattern of precipitation in 

the survey area. The surrounding mountains cause a "rain shadow" effect 

in the valley of the Missouri River. Annual precipitation varies from 

less than 12 inches on the valley floor to about 40 inches at the higher 

elevations both east and west of the valley. About three-fourths of the 

average annual precipitation falls during the 6-month period of April to 

September. May and June are normally the wettest months. 

Average Precipitation and Snowfall (inches) 

Month Precipitation Snowfall 

January 1.0 6.6 

February 0.8 4.1 

March 1.1 4.2 

April 1.4 1.7 
May 2.3 1.0 

June 3.0 trace 

July 1.2 0 

August 1.3 0 

September 1.4 0.3 

October 1.1 0.8 

November 1.0 4.1 
December 1.0 5.7 

Year 16.6 28.5 



During the cold season, nearly all precipitation falls as snow. At 

the lower elevations, snow usually does not remain on the ground for 

extended periods of time, but in the mountains it begins accumulating in 

November most years, reaching the greatest depth and water content in 

April or early in May. Infrequently, heavy rain late in May or in June 

coincides with periods of maximum melting of the mountain snowpack, and 

this combination causes some degree of flooding in some streams. How­

ever, flooding is not a serious hazard in the survey area. 

Steady rain may occur at any time of year, but summer precipitation 

falls mostly in showers. Winter snow tends to be heaviest in December 

and January, but the water content of the snow is usually low. Snowfall 

in the higher mountains is estimated to reach a total of about 200 

inches annually. The yearly snowfall is only approximately 30 inches on 

the valley floor. 

During winter there usually are a few invasions of very cold Arctic 

air which drop temperatures to well below zero. Such extreme cold 

usually lasts only a few days, but extended cold spells do occur 

occasionally. Snow and blowing snow sometimes accompany the cold air 

invasions, but this type of storm usually lasts only a day or two. Mild 

weather is common during winter, and the temperature is above freezing 

on the valley floor. Such mild weather is less common in the area of 

Townsend than along the east slopes of the Rocky Mountains. 

Temperature in summer is moderate, and the maximum reading is 

generally less than 90°F and very seldom reaches 100°. There is usually 

a marked change in temperature from day to night, which tends to produce 



an agreeable combination of fairly warm days and cool nights during 

summer. The growing season averages 103 days at Townsend, but the 

freeze-free season is shorter at the higher elevations. 

Thunderstorms are frequent from May to August, and the maximum 

occurrence is in July. Only seldom is there a damaging hailstorm or a 

severe ice or sleet storm in winter. Strong winds can occur at any time 

throughout the year, but generally do not last more than a few hours at 

a time. 

Average Maximum/Minimum Temperatures 

o 
Temperature ( F) 

Average Average Average Average Average 

Daily Daily Daily Daily Monthly 
Month Maximum Minimum Maximum Minimum Total 

January 31 7 52 -20 0.5 

February 38 14 56 - 9 0.3 

March 44 18 64 - 6 0.5 

April 57 28 76 14 0.9 

May 66 37 84 24 1.8 
June 73 44 89 32 2.5 

July 84 48 95 38 1.1 
August 83 46 95 35 1.1 
September 71 38 88 24 1.2 
October 60 29 79 16 0.7 

November 44 20 63 - 1 0.5 

December 36 13 54 -13 0.5 

Year 57 29 97* -25** 11.6 

*Average annual highest temperature. 

**Average annual lowest temperature. 

CLIMATE SOURCE: R.A. Dightman, climatologist for Montana, National 
Weather Service, U.S. Department of Commerce. 
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SOIL SURVEY: MISSOURI RIVER HEADWATERS AREA 
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Aerie Fluvaquents 

Af—Aerie  Fluvaquents> 0  to  5  percent  s lopes .  These are somewhat 

poorly drained and poorly drained, loamy soils. They are nearly level 

and gently sloping and are on low terraces and bottom lands along inter­

mittent and perennial streams. The soil surface is somewhat irregular 



because of channels and ridges. Areas of poorly drained soil make up 

about 30 percent of the unit. The surface layer ranges from sandy loam 

to clay loam, but it is mostly loam. The soils range from 10 to more 

than 60 inches thick over sandy gravel, but in most areas sandy gravel 

is at a depth of 36 to 60 inches. Small gravelly and very gravelly 

areas make up less than 20 percent of the unit. 

Most of the soils in this unit are subject to annual flooding. 

They have a seasonal high water table at a depth of 20 to 60 inches. 

The hazard of erosion is moderate to high, and runoff is medium. 

This unit is used mainly for range. Capability unit VIw-1, dryland; 

Subirrigated range site, 10- to 14-inch precipitation zone; windbreak 

suitability group 2W. 

MuB—Muss el-Muss el shell complex3 2 to 5 percent slopes. This 

complex is about 50 percent Mussel loam and 30 percent Musselshell loam 

and Musselshell cobbly loam. These gently sloping and gently undulating 

soils are on long, smooth fans that are dissected by drainageways of 

intermittent streams. The Mussel and Musselshell soils in this complex 

have profiles similar to those described as representative of their 

respective series, but in places the Musselshell soils do not have a 

cobbly surface layer. The surface layer is generally loam, but 5- to 

20-acre areas of Musselshell gravelly loam and 5-acre areas of Mussel­

shell cobbly loam are present in places. 

Included with these soils in mapping, and making up about 20 per­

cent of the mapped areas, are areas of Amesha silt loam, Crago gravelly 



loam, and Crago cobbly loam. The Amesha soil is within areas of Missel 

and Musselshell soils, and the Crago soils are on low ridges, terrace 

breaks, and steep short sides of drainageways. 

The hazard of soil blowing is severe. Runoff is medium. 

These soils are used mainly for range. Some areas are used for 

dryland and irrigated crops. Capability units IIIe-2, dryland, and 

IIe-1, irrigated; Missel loam in Silty range site, 10- to 14-inch 

precipitation zone, and in windbreak suitability group 2M; Musselshell 

loam in Limy range site, 10- to 14-inch precipitation zone, and in 

windbreak suitability group 3L. 

Rr-Rivra gravelly loam3 0 to 5 percent slopes. This nearly level 

to gently sloping and gently undulating soil is mostly along the 

Missouri River on low stream terraces. The surface is broken by low 

ridges and shallow drainageways. This soil is subject to overflow. A 

seasonal high water table is at a depth of 36 to more than 72 inches. 

Included with this soil in mapping are some areas of gravelly sandy 

loam, very gravelly sandy loam, very gravelly loam, and Villy soils and 

some other poorly drained soils in shallow, concave areas. Included 

soils make up about 30 percent of the mapping unit. The very gravelly 

soils commonly are on low ridges. 

The hazard of erosion is slight. Runoff is very slow. 

This soil is used for range. Capability unit VIs-1, dryland; 

Overflow range site, 10- to 14-inch precipitation zone; windbreak 

suitability group 4. 



TvF—Tropal-Rock outcrop complex, 15 to 60 percent slopes. This 

complex is about 55 percent Tropal gravelly loam and Tropal stony loam 

and 30 percent Rock outcrop. These steep and very steep soils are on 

mountainous uplands. The Tropal soils are on mountainsides and smooth, 

convex areas. Rock outcrop is mainly on ridgetops, but it also is in 

isolated areas downslope. The Tropal gravelly loam in this complex has 

the profile described as representative of the Tropal series. The 

Tropal stony loam in this complex has a profile similar to the one 

described as representative of the Tropal series, but the surface layer 

is stony loam. 

Included with these soils in mapping are areas of Crago and Whitore 

soils that make up about 15 percent of the mapping unit. The Crago soil 

is on foot slopes and in swales. The Whitore soil is mostly on 

north-facing slopes along drainageways. 

The hazard of erosion is severe. Runoff is rapid. 

These soils are used only for range. Capability unit VIIe-1, dry­

land; Tropal stony loam in Very Shallow range site, 10- to 19-inch 

precipitation zone, and in windbreak suitability group 4; Rock outcrop 

not assigned to a range site or wildlife suitability group. 

Uf—Ustic TorrifluventSj 1 to 3 percent slopes. These are nearly 

level or gently sloping, well-drained soils along narrow stream valleys. 

They are grayish-brown or light grayish-brown sandy loam or clay loam 

that is generally more than 36 inches deep over sand and gravel. The 

surface layer in about 25 percent of this mapping unit is 15 to 50 



percent or more gravel. The soil surface is irregular because of the 

many low dissecting drainageways. 

Most areas of this unit are subject to flooding at least once a 

year. The hazard of erosion is moderate to high, and runoff is medium. 

This unit is used mainly for range. Some small areas are used for 

hay. Capability unit VIw-1, dryland; Overflow range site, 10- to 14-

inch precipitation zone; windbreak suitability group 2W. 

SOIL SURVEY SOURCE: Soil Survey of Broadwater County Area, Montana. 



DETERMINATION OF SNOW LOADS 

G = Ground snow load (p.s.f.) 
E = Elevation (feet) 
N = Normalized snow load -- taken from map 

G = EN 
G = (4060)(0.010) 
G = 40.6 p.s.f. 

S^ = Structural snow load 

C = Dimensionless factor based on exposure conditions, shape of 
5 structure. 

S^ — ^5^ (use Cg — 0.8) 

Sd = (0.8)(40.6) 

S^ = 32.5 p.s.f. 

L Ok* 
-> rrrw&i 

STANOIRO PAR ALL! 
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SOURCE: Phillip Stenberg § Fred F. Videon, Recommended Snow Loads for 
Montana Structures, Department of Civil Engineering/Engineering 
Mechanics, Montana State University, Bozeman, MT, 1978. 
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