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Abstract:

Rural youth are faced with many difficult economic social problems and adjustments. Their rapid
increase as a proportion of the total population creates problems of economic opportunity in
agriculture. Rural youth have poorer and loss education than urban youth. Facilities and leadership
have been looking in the recreational program of rural areas.

The principal objective of this study was to discover the factors and conditions in the adjustment of the
rural youth of Teton County to the situation in which they find themselves during: the youth period. To
gain this objective the personal interview wee used and this material was further supplemented by
information from secondary sources.

The youth population group of Teton County has tended to increase in proportion to the child and adult
population of the county. There has been an extensive migration into the south central part of the
county of both children and young adults. No immediate decline in youth numbers in the county can be
expected and, therefore, the migration of youth out of the county will continue.

A large proportion of Teton County youth have migrated from the county. In t is migratlon they left the
fame and moved to villages end cities. These youth entered a wide range of occupations, most of then
outside of agricultural fields. Unemployment, lack of work opportunities and low incomes are
problems of many of these youth. Those youth remaining have had to adjust themselves to the
occupational demands of the county. They average below completion of a high school education*
Teton County youth have more formal education than thelr fathers; the village youth received more
education than the farm youth; the girls received more then the boys; and the youth leaving the county
received more than those youth who remained. The married youth, just establishing households, were
having difficulties in securing adequate housing. Tetson County youth's recreational activities were of
an Individualistic type, supplemented by such leisure time uses as the radio, reading, and comercial
recreation.

Asy planning to old Teton County youth In solving their problems oust consider the adjustments youth
have node in the past, the number of youth and their present situation In the county, end the attitudes
and goals of the local people as they apply to youth as future citisens.
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HCOEAL TOOTH ADJtoTSEBT IS SALIXTEL AHfAg
op tetos conmr, 1025. 1s40

ASSTEACT

Hurol youth ore fooed with rsxsy dIfllcult econonic ocd social
prohlmo raid edjustnonts. Tholr rapid Increoee aa e proportion of the
total population creates proLlcns of occnonic opportunity in o-riculture.
Hural youth hove poorer and loas education "Uian urban youth# lecllitles
and Ie#adership have been loekIinc In the Jrocrectionol progran of rural
areas

The principal objective of this study was to discover the Vactora
and conditions in the adjustment of the rural youth of Teton County to the
situation in which they find thcnsolvos during; the youth period# Tc gain
this objective the personal interview was used end this materiel was fur-
ther supplemented by information free secondary sources#

The youth population ~roup of Teton County has tended to increase
In proportion to the child and adult population of the county# Thore Has
been an extensive migration into the south central part of the county of
both children and young adults# Bo Irsaedlato decline In youth nahbmrs in
the county can be expected and, therefore, the migration of youth out of
the county will continue#

A large proportion of Teton Cctmiy youth have migrated from the
county. Int is migration they left the farms end moved to villages and
cities* These youth entered a wide range of occupations, most of then
outside of agricultural fields# Cnenployrsnt, lack of work opportunities
and low Inccncc are problems of nary of these youth# Those youth remain-
ing have had to adjust themselves to the occupational demands of the county#
They average below completion of a high scliOcl education# Teton County
youth have nor© formal education than their fathers; the village youth
received nore education tlsrn the ftirs youth; the girls received more them
the boys; and the youth leaving the county received nore than those youth
who remained* The married youth, just establishing households, were having
difficultie s in securing adequate housing# Toton County youth’s recreation-
al activities were of ar individualistic typo, supploncntod by such leisure
tine uses as the radio, reading, and commercial recreation#

Any planning to aid Teton County youth In solving their problems must
consider the adjustments youth have node In the past, the number of youth
and their present situation in the county, end the attitudes and goals of
the local people as they apply to youth as future clticens.
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Rural Youth. In a lotion

Tiyi age of youth Is one of the vital periods of hmen development.
Durizi: this tiie occurs the fona&tion and developeont of skills, ideas,
and social habits Vrhich carry the individual through Ms adulthood# Yet,
today a major portion of youth Is frustrated with discouragcmsents and fail-
ures due to conditions beyond their control# Of all youth, those living in
the open country and the village, the rural young people, have the reost
difficult problems to face#

Rural youth problems must be attacked and thought of in term of ad-
justment to tSie dynamic realities of education, employment, social relations,
and personality development in the modern agricultural and industrial vorld#
wSooietyl B mladjustmente are of particular concern when they intensify the
problems of youth# To the extent that these maladjustments make a perman-
ent imprint on tlte personalities of large mergers of youth, their consccuencoc
will be last—enduring Xbr at least a generation#””

Tlie corditions end opportunities facing rural youth are closely re-
lated to the nation's economic BErd social life, agricultural and industrial#
Rural youth difficulties must be faced not only Ty the far?, and village com-
munities but also by the cities which furnish them sew opportunitiess Ibst
rural youth difficulties are beyond the control of individual persons or
small groups# They are national in scope# wrhe future of American rural
life (rural youth), and to a large extent of urban life, rests on increased

I* "QIv'hit ~ruce, and BniW," 'Mia I:., Hurul Youth*' MMieTr YRIluatlcn

and Prospects# Research Monograph XV, Division of lociel Research, 'forks
Trogrwss Adninistratioo, Washington, D. C«, 1S58, p# 117.
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industrial production, a closer integration of industry and agriculture,
and an ox an*ion of the cultural and hunan services so badly needed in
rural society.””

Tlie Teton County rural youth situation is sinilar to that of large
Croups of youth throughout the United States and all youth Rtust act col-
lectively in solving their problem. In orderto understand the responses
that Teton County youth make to the conditions which they find in their
county, it is well to consider the situations which face a nation of youth
and to find the nature of the adjustments which they are making.

The difficulties facing rural youth divide themselves into a number
of related problems, namely* (a) the number of youth and their distribu-
tion by areas; (b) available economic opportunity for youth; (e) extent end
characteristics of youth as migrants; (d) amount and type of education of
youth as well as the adequacy of their education by way of occupational
placement; (e) ago and conditions of marriage; (f) social and recreational

opportunities end needs of youth.

The limber and Distribution of Youth

Ihe total nmber of persons in the youth age group is now larger
than it has ever been or will ever be under conditions of present popula-
tion trends, "In ISSO the total youth 16-24 years of age numbered 20,126,734,
In 1935 there were in this country approximately 20,000,000 youth, almost
10,000,000 of Trlion were in rural areas, a record figure in each case, lore-
over, it is estimated that by 1040, the total will ha-e increased to nor#
than 21,500,000 with well over 10,000, >30 youth in rural areas,” 5

2, Aid»p, 118.
5, Ibid. p. XIII,



About 40 per cent of the rural youth lived in noa-fam areas*

High school enrollRuKts are expected to reach a peak in about 1941
or 1942, and the lumber of youth will be largest about 1345 or 1355. This
is the result of changes in the birth rate, changes in the nation* emigra-
tion birth rate policy, and shifts in population between rural and urban
residence* It is the high number of births reached in the early twenties
which 1Urnlsh the large nunber of youth today*

The nunber of potential gainful workers, as a proportion of the total
population, Itae increased in the last 80 years* Tliis points to the increas-
ing proportion of older people in our population* In 1850 there were only
839 adults beyond 20 years of age for every 1000 children under sixteen
years of are* At present there are approxlilately 2100 adults for every 1000
children* ' In 1950, 2.4 rural youths replaced each rural nan 18-64 years
of are who died or retired. 6 This means that young mn and women are com-
peting for employment at a tine when there is an increasing nunber of per-
sons seeking work* It is doubtful whether the nation's economy lias isade

Uie changes necessary to accomodate this increasing Brny of employables.

Their Rural-Urban Distribution
Rural youth for; almost half of the total youth of the country* The

fair youth group has been increasing faster In numbers than the urban youth*

"4V ;ainoy, loiior T, unu oM”rs,"Ifow i‘are /jaerTcan Vouth/...........
D* Appleton Century Co*, Bawlor':, 131Y, p. 42.

5 Selvin and Smith, op* cit., p* 12-15*



kfklle the total youth population ms increasing by 15 per cent during tdie
past decade# farn youth Incr asod 19 per cent to a record total of 6,107,000p
In the period of 1950 to 1955 town and city youth deer used about 500,000
because there wre not enough children entering the sixteen-year age group
to replace youths who beome 25 years old.“ Bruco Melvin further estimates
that during tlie period 1930-55, the nudber of youth increased by about
1,150,000$% about 1,000,000 of those living on fares. If the Migration to

the cities had actually been stopped during the five year period, he feels
that the decline of the youth population in the cities would have been

200,000 greater.

Migration of Youth

Hgretion fron country to city, from city to country, and within vari-
ous ports of the nation is one of the major ioros of adjustment node ly youth.
Fron 1920 to 19%) at least 2,000,000 youth migrated from the rural areas to
the villa os, towns, end cities of the nation.3 Togctiier with a similar
migration of 4,000,000 persons In otlior a e groups, this outpouring of the
rural areas represented the novonent of a great mass of surplus lasams off
of the laud to the cities. TI* indications are that the heaviest migration
took place out of the poorer agricultural sections of the nation. Girls
tended to leave at an earlier age than boys.8

d. ' ‘ieTvin and Anl'tk, opV clt.," p. YfV. "

7. 2'clvin, Bruce, L., "The Snecial Iroblcus of Mural Youtii.,, The

Jtimals of the Aaerltoaa Acadery of Toli“lcaVand Social “ci‘enoe. Vol. |

TTov. 1957, p. 28. _ _
8. Coyle, David Cublnaan, Itural Youth, Social Problems Ho. 2,

Batiom!| Youth Administration, *‘aaVilix'-tori,)" T'. C., 1920, p. 7.
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Thla migration to the cities decrc sed considerably during the de-
pression. The ono nillion increase in number of farm youth between 1030
and 1940, predicted by Melvin, Is directly related to this decrease in
urbaaward movement* Bruce Melvin furtlier ©sttastes that the excess of mi-
gration to the city over the return movement In tla® 1950-54 period ene
slightly less than 800,000 or about one-fifth the rate during the decade of
the V\twenties".'? This meant that a "damming up* of youth on flams has taken
place, and rnmy thousands have been left stranded upon their home farm.

Htls has resulted In a lowar per capita income fur the persons In such fami-
lies during a time when farm Incorss van already low. Such youths ware able
to add nothin' to the farm income except their work on the farm. Frustration
of youth desires is only one of the problems created end intensified by the

slowing down of migration.

bconor dc  Opportunity of Youth

During the time when free land represented a frontier of expansion
people did not think about rural youth problems* If a youth could not find
$m opportunity to farm in his local community, he found work in cities in
the growing industries, or he went "Test* and made a place for himself on
the frontier. During the 1323*8 the cities acted as the frontier. It was
there that the surplus far" youth and adults of the nation found new op-
portunity*

Hwse opportunities are much more limited today* The land frontier
has long since passed* For ten years the nation tms been in the midst of

b* r*olb, J. t* and Brunaor, hdnund dem*. A Study ol lluraYl?ociety
Houghtcn Ifflln Conpaey, Boston, oeond dltion,”; 4i, p* EOt* "’



& depression, sasl urban centers no loa.cr can mploy tbs surplus rural
youth 6« readily es previously even tiioupb they have continued to nigré&te
to the cities. F. C. Sarrln ,ton, orbs Irojocts Cmalscloner, roportod
that evoB tbourh industrial activity In Deoerher 1539 reached the highest
point ovtar recorded, even Mgher than In 1925, there was no eorres; ending
nbctoDost In relief and uno:.plsye nt ~rohl<sns.™ Ce listed the following
ns reasons* First, raore and noro people are seeking jobs each year* Clnoo
1329, 8,000,090 people (noetly youth) have been added the nation’s “orfc-
lac force* CeoonSLy, tbo relation between production and enployssent Is
steadily t?idoalnc. '~eMnlratlon Is steadily reducing the dmtmd Dor nan-
power per unit of output. Thirdly, a groat nary of tbs present employed
ere on a port-tine Mslst their cngloyrj'iit In peak periods Is increased to
full tin©, so that fewer new men arc hired*

Tbs above state® nt by Skrringtwa tells the story for a Tagjorlty off
fSra youth* fCOEe with special tralnin,”and ability will fled city %ork*
The aajwrlty, own If they sdgrate, cast only expoota low level of Incone
and living, and will bo constantly In cor-pctltion with thousands of oth ro*
Drastic elicapcs Sn the present level off activity of our Industrial and agri-
cultural oconcry, and possibly even In the organisation of its structure,
will alone change the situation*

Dot only have eeomnic opportunltire la tbo oltloe decreased, Wt
opgcrtuiilty In agriculture Ms deeliml| as wall* TM nation’s eagornoea
to use the lend resulted In loss and waste of the soil and fertility,

15~ 2d)rroasivVOTNlustrid, aNTiwvwiT T
till "refT[doats Far. 5/ 1226V phnre”
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leavinc many !turners in distress. By ncacs of this atoe hurried rush to
use the forest, minerals, and other resources, whole groups of population
have been left stranded in rural areas. Increasing r'eoijaiiisaticm lias de-
er .used labor needs. The "agricultural ladder™ lias broken down, leaving
increasingly large groups of farmers stranded in the tenant and farm labor
class. The trend toward large scale operations has made it increasingly
difficult for snail operators to become established. The United States has
developed large areas of relatively distressed agricultural regions, in-
cluding the South, the cut-over area of the Lake Stares, the idlest producing
areas of the northern and s uthera Great Plains, the stump ranch region of
the Far Korthwest, and the Applacian-Oeark mountain region.

Such facts become strikingly apparent when the realities of the situ-
ation as they affect youth are node knmm. liruce Kelvin states that not
less than 2,000,000 rural youth have been members of relief households at
some time since 1950. In October 1936 the mmher of rural youth in families
onrelief was 626,000. This was a decline from 1,370,000 in February 1556,
the high peak during the depression. Kost of the decline was brought about
by rural youth enrollment in the Civilian Conservation Corps, or their fami-
lies had been transferred to the Eeeettlemnt Administration. The Kational
Youth Administration and the Civilian Conservation Corps were formed to ,lve
tangible aid to youth* Since their formation, they have aided thousands of
distressed youth.**

Considering the restricted opportunities in agriculture and the large

'11. 'the itaVs~or the 'above paragraph were selected ikoss Sruce

Kelvin’s Fural Youth on Relief, Research Homograph XL, Division of Social
xesearch”™'orl:~ATrorross Xh iivistratioa, Hashingfam, D* C., 1957.
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zanniber of rural youth seeking work, Rupert Vance concluded that nitration
is the orlLy solution for the South. Ik doubt other areas with sRdlar prob-
lem mist depend upon migration of their youth.12

Finally, the rural situation is made more difficult by the large
drain of resources by youth who have left the country for the city. Dr.
0. E. Baker estimates that it costs rural areas between :2,000 and $2,500
to raise and educate the average Araoriean farm child to fifteen years of
age. This means that during the 1920»s the total rural-urban migration
contributed $14,000,000,000 of rural wealth to the cities.*5 But the drain
does not stop there as these youth still hold property end inheritance
rights which are paid out of rural income and wealth, and eventually are

transferred to the cities.

Education of Youth
TfMle the number of rural youth and their lack of economic oppor-
tunity represent major problems, rural youth also have other difficulties.
For instance, rural youth face greater inequality in educational equipment
and preparation. Hearly 89 per cent of grade schools, 80 per cent of high
schools, 63 per cent of public school teachers, and 43.2 per cent of the 26
million public school pupils are rural. Yet, only two-fifths of the current
national expenditure for public schools is for rural schools. The average

daily expense for pupils attending school In 1956 was $91 for urbanand $67

' ' lr./\

i2. l-olvin, Dhicli*, p. 60. v

15. Baker, 0. E., Tlie Outlook for Rural Youth, Extension Service
Circular 223, United States DepsH™nt ol Agriculture, Extension Service
Washington, D. C., 1936, p. 6.
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for rural area#. * Heay otter indexes besides costs show.great disparity
in educational opportunity for rural and urban pupils.

inch educational Imqualltiea also exist anong various groups of
rural youth. llon-form youth have a nore favorable opportunity fbr school,
oepccially lilph school, than do farm youth. Inequalities liere are very
pronounced in sons states, and are apparent from region to region. The
distressed agricultural regions can offer only niniras; educational opportu-
nity. Yet, the poorer agricultural states are aakin an extre-ie effort to
provide education, as hae been sheen in the recent report of the Mvieery
Coorrdttee on education. The poorest states, almost Vdtliout exception,
spend a far higher proportion of their tax resources on education than the
richer states—higher than the national average. liot indifference but lack
of income is responsible for the deficiencies of their school system."*5

Anotter problem of rural youth is the fact that often their schools
are not adapted for proper youth training. Schools are often small, under
equipped, and have snail funds. Tlie subjects taught often cannot be made
to fit those who remain in the rural oonrunlty end th.se who migrate to the

cltlee.

Social Adjustments of Youth
Tite youth period brin s the need for intensive personal adjustment.
Mrration, ly introducing new environmental conditions, increases the need
for personal adjustment. Failure to migrate creates the need for adjustment
to the various economic and social levels within the horn co xiunity. 1lldle}

IT. Hlolk ac! tnsxr.or, op. eit. pV
13. Coyle, op. eit., p. 22.
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exietlsc rural youth problems soar- to bate titoir origin In the difficulties
of economic and educational opportunity, these personal social adjustments
nust be satisfactory for youth if they are to develop Integrated persomlitiea.
O the social plane, youth must make adjustments for marriage and
family life. On the farm, marriage is part of an economic as wall as social
adjustment. This is not so true for non-farm ;outh ado tend to establish
the ""solves economically before marriage*
The proportion of youth who marry is higher for rural than urban
areas. Rural young people also marry at an earlier ago. During, the early
depression (1929-32) the marriage rate for the entire country dropped rapidly.
By 1955 the marriage rate began to Increase, and during 1954 approached
levels comparable with 1929.
The proper use of leisure time became a problem, of Increasing im-
portance as the depression progressed and as there were more idle youths
and adults. V=Ith thousands of youth without adequate work outlets, it wee
necessary to substitute other energy outlets for nomal activity and desires.
In one community the appeal for support of a youth program resulted in allow-
ing youth to "try" the oonrtunity.1G The counts upon which society was indicted
follow™*

"Failure to prepare youth for leisure tine, through lack
of both facilities and training.

"Lack of cooperation among the agencies interested in
youth’s leisure time.

n: 1C. .lover. Catherine, fouth* Leisure for llvin,;-? Office ofl du-
catlon Bulletin 1936, Ik> 10-11% “por'inten: c.t, of iocunenta, \V@shington,
D. C., 1336, p. I.
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wWPallure to ~uard against the noral liasards which inter-
fere with wholesome recreation.”Y

lhese cons,itlons were not confined to one or several, tut rsany comunities,
both rural and urban*

Tl» need for competent plomin.;: and aid in social and recreational
life has not long been recsoraised. This is a new field which needs new
tliou ht and eonraznity evaluation if the problem le tobe net. wbDull and
uneventful corarunltlee do not always breed anti-social behavior, but nay
yield undeveloped and letawurgle personalities.”*8

In conclusion, Kolb and Drunner sur est that fron various surveys

it can be concluded that the followln, are the naln wants of rural youtht

I* Jobe—econonic security.

2. Ifore education.

5. fetter opportunities for an adequate social life.
4. Opportunity for, and Information as to how, under

ﬁresent conditions, carriage can be entered and
ones established.”19

Objective of the Study
It is the principal objective of this study to discover and analyse
the factors and conditions in the adjustment of the rural youth of Teton
County to the situation in which they f Ind thenselves during the youth
period, fills involves a study of the situation and problems that youth
meet in the county; and understanding of tlio national trends which affect

the youth in Teton County; and a study of the responses and adjustment*

which youth have made in the county.

1?2. "A)id. p. I. " 1 mw* "r7rT~1 Y. 111m1 1

18. Felvin and Smith, op. cit., p* XX
10. Kolb aid Brunner, op. cit., p. 287.



The IJfet od of the Study
The nethod of study Involved personal interview of s repre-
eentatiw nunber of youth themselves* Inrormtion obtained ftron personal
Interview was supplemented by secondary data gathered on those youth who
were not available for interview* In addition a study was natie of school
census data to determine a Mstorical trend of the msaber of youth in the

county*

Thie cd e ad Its Selection

The selection of the sample was on a qualitative basis involving
place of residence within the county, wealth of the section, type of farm-
ing area, and rural non-farm and fans characteristics of the population*
To get at the youth adjustment problems it seemed desirable to pick the
youth out of the different age groups within the large youth age group and
thus find how those graduating from the elnth grade five years ago, those
graduating ten years ago, and those graduating fifteen years ago had made
the necessary adjustments* Therefore, the sample was selected from t3ie
eighth grade graduates of 1225, 1850, and 1955*

In order to take into consideration area and type of farming differ-
ences within the county, the following districts were selected (see figure 2)*

District "A" which Included the town of Choteau and sono of

the surrounding farm territory, in tho central port of the county.

District 42 in tlte setii-irrigated area of the north central part

of the county, consisting entirely of rurol farm people. District

28 located in the heart of the wheat territory, including the vill-

age of lutton, District 26 in the northeastern part of the county.



lercely &dry land ithoafc Stemixtr area including the rapidly

disappearing liarrict of Collins. District "e" a group of districts

w-ich included tlie south central region of the county, enconpass-
> the Fairfield Bench, the new Farn Security Resettlement project,

and the village of Fairfield. The new families in this district did

not affect the eu pie as they largely ease into the area after 1335.

District wB*, a grazing and ranching section in the northwestern

part of the county.

In all of these districts, except District wA*, all youth were used
for the sample. In District wAwa random sampling technique was used in
order to get the group of a size which could be handled.

The sample included 126 out of 396 youth in the three different age
groups. For four of the 126 only a ndnlrmn of information was available,
their families having left the community soon after the children finished
the eighth grade. Of the regaining 121, 38 were personally interviewed, 42
families of youth who had left the community were interviewed, and Inftor-

nation fron local secondary sources was obtained on the other 41.

RBT 11. DESCRIPTION OF TEE AREA
Teton County is located in the "Triangle region* of north central
‘tontena. The county contains about 2236 square miles; a large portion of
the western part lies in the Lewie and Clark Itotlonal Forest. The Rockies
in Idie western portion of the county rise sharply out of low rolling hills,
not having the foothills as are eoraion in other regions. TM rest of the
county consists of rolling plains, high benches used for dry farming, and

river valleys and lowlands adapted to irrigation.
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Thc Cllmte and tlje Agriculture

The cllraate of tlie county Is soil-arid. Therainfall has averaged
13.C inches over a period of l!orty-oight years. Influenced by an altitude
VOryin - -Vor: w>)0 to 9000 feet, the dineto tends to have extree» of tenper-
ature and a relatively low humidity. Chinook winds in the winter and cool
nights in the Burner characterize the region.20

Cattle ranching was the main industry in the county tixss first settle-
ment until the time of the hornstead rush.21 Fro- 1908 to 1917 the range
was transformed into a grain growing type of farming area by homesteaders
WP H-Oeksd into the county.Due to unusually high average rainfall, good
crops, and good prices the homesteaders were misled into believing this to
be characteristic and usual, and overvalued their lands. This has contri-
buted to maladjustments in some parts of the county,

Teton County is not one of the intensive problem ar as of the state.
Tor example, GG out of 314 Hontara farmers wltli incomes of over 51,000 per
year and paying an income tax In 1957, lived in Teton County.23 Only one
other county in the state had as many as 26 farmers in this class. "In the
county as a whole, problems are not as acute as In many other areas of the
state. However, major problems of low yields, small-sized units, soil

" An Agricultural It?!ll<r/ Tor Teton bounty. lIbntana. Alvel lralnT
axy Report, iropared 'by Corsnuiiiy ami Counly- ~frieulVural "banning Ccsxait-
tee, July 1939., p. S.

21. lbid., p. 4.

22. lbid., p. 4.

23. Cochrane, Willard, Successful Tontana Farms, (Unpublished docu-
ment), JSastcrtS Thesis, Montana ~iate College, 1963. pp. 14-16.
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erosion, xweod Inftistation, land and water uee, land tenure, fara nr®
TS mm onent exist# The Irrigated areas and motions have an additional
problen of proper mrket outlets for the rmny products of the truck, garden,

poultry, and dairy far e,24

ItiiHilatlon Cimracterlstica of tlio County

The population of Teton County at tl» present tine has beeone itilrly
stablee It Md been growing rapidly up to 1920. IYon 1920 to 1930 the
nuEiber of families decreased fron 1591 to 1583, while the umber of persons
increased fron 6870 to COCO2™ !lIgratlon of fanilloe Into the county Imd
slowed down, or there ey heve been a movenont in both directions, nanely,
In and out, but a greater mvenent out* An Indication of stability of popu-
lation la given by the fact that from 1930 to 1936 the population of tiie
flams decreased only slightly, nanely from 4057 to 40 1.26 During the
period 1920 to ICSO the village of Clioteau declined in population from 1045
to 020 which is still another indication that a high point in the countyfe
population liad been reached. AIll those data suggest that the county had,
by 1920, reached the point of stable or declining population. This, lioak
ever, is not the entire picture, for there was considerable shift of
population within the county.

The population stability has been upset by the Fairfield Itim Secur-
ity project, a large irrigation and resettlement area located in tie south

5 _agricultural polic%/ for Teton County, !ont&imT OpTc'i't. p.“5.

v. Fifteontli Census of the United Stt.tos, 1930.

~ SG, United States Department of Commerce, United States Census of
Agriculture, Vol. 11, Part Ill, 1936.
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central part of the county. In addlton to developing Intensive irrigation
facilities, Fsrr Security has moved over 200 fsallies into this pert of the
county and is attempting to set thm up on a self-supporting basis (see
table V.)e This influx has greatly Increased the population of the south
central part of the county as shown by the school census.*7

In contrast to the population increase in the Fairfield area other
parts of the county e periencod a continual decrease. TIds has been es-
pecially true in the grazing a ctions of the western part of the county and
in some of the poorer dry land areas of the north cantral and northeastern
part of the county. *ihether this population lias gone into other parts of

the county' or out of the county is not known.

Educational Ranking of the County

Teton County cos'.pares favorably with the state as a whole as to
educational standards. Only »0 per cent of the people of the county were
classed as illiterate as compared with 1*7 per cent for the state. Table I
shows a comparison of children in school in various age groups in Teton
County, in the state, and in the United States.

For attendance in ,Tode school and high school, Teton County com-
pares favorably with the rest of the state, except for the age group of
18-20. This represents college student age and Teton County falls

significantly below the state average in this case.

] 1bckooY'census' ni~orl”™ tacen from Teton Cou ty scLo | r ceres*

This is discussed farther in the section on youth population* School dis-
tricts mentioned are not actually districts but combined districts used

for the analysis*
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TABLw I.  PSii CSBT OF CBILORBB ATTBIfDIBG SCBOOL IH VAHOCS AfiS GHOBRS
IB 1930 IB TES CHITISO STATSS, MOBTAIIA ASD TSTOH COUILTY.*

%e Age Teton  LentttiUi  Lcsxbana Hijiaiteti Itited States
Groups County Zhiral States Pural
Population Ponulstion
7*13 inclusive 03.i?:  97.2T? 97.2" 9S.&1 93.3
14-13 91.1 92.9 91.8 39.8 85.0
16-17 57.2 67.9 64.9 57.3 53.9
13-20 Inoluslve  20.2 297N 26.7 21.4 20.0

eQoiiroet fifteenth Census of the United States*
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POPDIATIOB CLAPHMRD Uf OCCWATIOU FCR 1930

¥ THB CSITBD SCATSS, MORCAHV AD TBTCS GCOUHM $

Groupings
Cnited"’
States
Agrioulturo 25.1
Forestry and
Fishing 7
Sxtraotion of
Mnerals 3.0
Insufasturing and
Deohanioal
Industry 31.3
Transportation 10.5
Trade 15.3

Public Servioe 2.5

Professional
Serviee 4.4

Doeaestlo and
Personal ervice 4.4

Industry not
specified 2.9

Couroet

ale

42.1

1.6

9.5

13.7

11.8

10.3
2.0

3.6

2.9

2.5

Yston
County

74.2

4.4
5.0
8.2
2.3

2.6

1.1

1.1

1 Anited
States

8.5

22.4
4.2
15.9

1.1

114

29.2

2.2

I Ifteenth Census of the United States*

Montana ~Yetcn

Countjy

7.7 18.3
ne

4 A4

5.7 2a

6.0 .8

16.5 7.9

2.2 4.6

28.6 31.6

S3.5 33.6

1.3 A
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Oceupationa Charactoristic in the County

About 42 per cent of the men and 6 per cent of the wcnen of the
state ere enlaced in agricultural activities* Almost 74 per cent of the
men and 13 per cent of the -women of Teton County arc engaged in agriculture*
The bulk of the other workers arc gainfully employed in wholesale and re-
tail trades, the service trades, or in public service. On the whole, it
can be said that even those engaged in non-agrl!cultural occupations in
Teton County are in reality closely tied to the welfare of agriculture.
Without doubt iuch of the decline in population of the villa a of Choteau
was due to the fact that the villa o overestimated the agricultural possi-

bilities of the county (sec table I1).

The TAimn Ecology of the County

Merely observing the occupational pattern is proof of the rural
nature of the county. The county is rural in that not only do a great
majority of the people live on farms but also all non-fhm people live in
villares of less than 2500 population. 1In 1350 there were 4057 rural forms
and 2011 rural non-fam persons in the county. Tlie non-fam population
lives in the villages of Choteau (926), Dutton (400), Fairfield (250), and
the liamlets of Bynum, Agawam, Pendroy, Collins, and sore other less import-
ant trade centers. The services offered in the hamlets generally are re-
stricted to the general service type and those pertaining to tlie distribu-
tion or marketing of fair, commodities. The villages are of the limited
simple service type, while the town of Choteau is of the seni—eomplete

service type, performing all functions in the economic, educational.
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religious, social, oom.unication, and professional fields*2"

TS county lies within the sphere of influence of Groat Falls
(28,822) which is located from 40 to 70 nlles from various parts of the
county* The Fnily Tribune of lIroat Falls is the most widely read news-
paper in the countyj the Great Falls radio station Is continually on the
radios of Teton County honesj and there Is a general dependence on Croat
Falls for all those services which the county itself cannot furnish*

The county is well supplied with railroad services and a well-kept
county highway system giving it access to larger population centers such
as Shelby, Conrad, and Great Falls* The main routes to Glacier national
Park from Great Falls and the Erst pass through the county*

Tlie whole county tends to look to the villa: e centers for such ser-
vices ad education, religion, and recreation* Grade schools still tend to
be scattered throughout the county in spite of a general m tenant to close
those having only two or three pupils* High schools are located at Chateau,
Dutton, Fewer, end Fairfield* Libraries are avails le to sotie extent to
all schools in the county* Fairfield, Choteau, and Futton each support
public libraries* Churches are located in all of the villa ee and in some
of the hamlets* An exception is the very strong and thriving Lutlmran Church
which is located seven miles Cron town on the Fairfield bench* This church
indicates a surprising heartiness and uncommon persistence in the face of

national trends of the closing of open country churches*

Recreation is also centered in tho villages. Taverns and pool halls
are available in all of the larger centers; theaters are located at Fairfield
and Choteau; while such activities as dances, basketball, and other sports

6d* ‘for discussion of t pes of service villages, see "'clua.G "
Drumer, op. cit. pp* 75-108*
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ore also centered in the villa, ee. Yet, in recreation, it ie very likely
that both young people and tW adults turn fond eyee toward the theaters
and ni:ht life of Great Falls.
FASY 111. YOITTE AS A PDFDLATIOB B HS JY
15 TETOB GOCHIY

The school census population figures for 1925, 1330, 1935, and 1033
shows the actual number as well as age, sen, growth trends of the youth
population of Teton County. The school eensue population figures for the
desisted years show the changes which have been and are taking place In
the Teton County population under 21 years of age.

The child population has been relatively constant over the period
of ('ie IC years Gee table I11). The ntedber of boys has constantly been
greater than the mefesr of girls* The number of youth 15-20 years of age
has increased. Tills increase in the older group of children is illustrated
by the chan» in the average age of the children under twenty years of age.

The average age of the children of the county increased until 1930
idien it again showed a slight decrease. This ageing of the child population
is due to a nucfcer of factors including a declining birth rate, a larger
number of the children surviving timn fomorly, and the effect of the Asiily
cycle. luch of the population moved Into Teton County during the period
IO to 1320, contributing to an unusual increase in the proportion of
adults in the age group from SE to GE tic group which is just now finishing
its childbearing period# Further ore, the large out-of—eounty migration of

farmies of the age group of 16 to 56 contributes to a decrease of births.29

Hcnne, R. and Kraonsel, Carl J?, fw3)fu~ing !
ciilturei 111 Populatlon Resources and Frospects.nTaut. Xriculllir&l LLET~
Cta., ore:an, or.tcna, Jazi0 IUZCt™pT 15.
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TABLI 111*  TETOU GOUHTT SCHOOL CSHSUS PCPALATIQQ
FOR 1025-39 BT SEX, AKD FOR TEE 15-20 AGE GHOLP

foESI ottil — Total fotsl 15-20 [t-20 age group
Year ohildroR  boys  girls age group  as per cent of
total
1925 2,395 1,263 1,152 514 215
1930 2,524 1,350 1,195 630 26.9
1Sdtl 2,357 1,212 1,146 766 33*5
1939 2,641 1,390 1,261 834 51.6

TABLE IV* TEB AKRACE AGS CF TEE TOTAL S0HOOL CEIISUS
PCEBULATIOH USDER TmBTT TMRS OF MM IB TETCB COUBTT,

192&-1S39
Tear Average age of the group
1925 8.2
1950 10.0
1935 10.4

1939 10.0



Th* above picture is not the whole story of tlie youth population
trends In the county* TW BeMttlesent hrojcct is the southern part of
tie county Ims been a major factor is mintoinlsr; tlie child population.
Table TI a owe the school census population In the county exclusive of
t ose children who live on the project*

The age groups 0-4 years, 5-9 years, end 10-14 years were experienc-
ing a distinct decrease is population numbers during the past fifteen years
(see table VI)* The ago group 15-19 years had a steady increase in rubbers
until 1959, and a continual rise in total population nunbers is the last
fifteen years* It is apparent that tliere has been a decrease in birth rate
or a decrease in migration of children into the county outside the project
area* There was also a decline of the population under 20 years of age in
the fifteen year period fron 1381 to 1494 (see table VI).

There has been an Increase in the age of the youth group in the
county as shown by the increased proportion of 20 year old youth to the
total youth (see table TTIl)* The large number in this age group is partly
due to many births twenty years arc end the stoppage of city-warti migration
during tho depression* The percentage of twenty year old youth has increased
until it lias reached a point where it will be impossible for these youth to
be replaced in equal numbers in later years under the existing birth rate
trends.

Figure 1 shows the changes in the number of children in the different
age groups. The child population in tlie "Project™ district are represented
by the cross Imtclted portion of each bar in order to show the effect that

the Fans Security Resettlement Ifogran has had*



TABLE Mt CEILB BUBKRS ET ACE GROPS PCE BTG4 COEBTT,
FRQIAT DISTRICT IBCLTmi-, FOR TEE YEARS 1025,
1950, 1955, ASD 1959

iftasker In each a te group and the year

Age group
1925 1930 1956 1959
Totals 2.547 2.429 2.241 2.620
0~4 529 432 417 629
5-9 747 675 628 626
10-14 605 757 649 655
15-10 466 585 647 712

TABLE VI* CUILB EMBERS BY AOK GROUPS FCR BTOH COBBTT,
KIQJI CT DISTRICT BEXCLUDED, FCR TB; YEARS 1926,
1950, 1956, AAD 1959

lkbSy  In eeoh ago gyeep by yeare

Ag* group
1925 1950 1935 1959
Totals 1,981 2,044 1.797 1.426
0-4 463 567 543 505
6-9 627 o71 427 o557
10-14 616 621 505 595

16-19 586 485 518 453



Year

1925
1950
1956
1939

- 29.

TABLE ¥ii. mg wmsm of Totrt yi‘ae old Yorai
IK T for corner, |: 20-55

In the entire county In the county exclusive

of "Project*
Ho. of youth Fer cent of Ho. of youth ler cent of
20 year* old total child 20 years old total child

croup

45 2.00 38 1*38
96 3.70 76 5.54
HO 4.07 92 5.90
120 4.64 84 6.52
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1925, 1930, 1935, and 1939,

Figure 1.



lovs: mrt "ithin the Area

Fluro 2, a nap of the county, shows the school districts as they
were cctibincd for purposes of this Stutlji. In order to show the shift of
the children fron verious parts of the county, peroentc.je of the total
county children living in the mvarious districts are sltcmn for the years
1926, 1950, 1956, and 1050* AU districts except the "hast” and "Project"
districts littd a steady decline in child population* Tills to.ant that younrer
people and often thelr fanilics have been noving out of the county* In
eo?e of these areas the local eoloole Mve been closed and ta» districts
consolidated™*

Th re Ms been a tendency for population numbers to shift froia -tise
wester and northern to the southern and eastern parts of the county. Tet,
the shift does not indicate that the mwatafc is taking piece within the
county* ZfBry Tetoon County people arc moving cut of the western and northern
parts of the county to eosse other or a outside Teton County and other fardL-
lios frori outside the oo-mty ero moving into the eastern end southern parts
of the county* This is certainly true of feelliee of the Fans Security

Project. Zany of tlicn cem from the dried out regions of eastern lontam.

TM Kuabor of Youtli Relative to Adults
Totem County, like Montana, differs flron tlie nation in population
matters pertaining to the number of youth in relation to the adult population*
First, due to the special tine of settlement in the state and county, the
"over 04 age group™ Is relatively smaller tlum for the notion* The population
of Teton and Montana has not liad ""tine to age** Secondly, while the number

of children per 1000 adults In Teton County tends to be slightly above that



RIO

Figure 2.

Comparison of the percentage of children of the total county
children under 21 years of age in each district for the
years 1925, 1930, 1935, and 1939,
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ibr Montana, It# ratio la below that of Vm United States in the rural fens
classification and also in the rural non—farri grouping* Thirdly, the number
of youth per 1000 adults in Tetcm County is lcmor than is the case for Rural
Anorica, (-SIG for ‘eton, ae against 483 for Rural farm United States*) Thus,
it beecsoes apparent timt Teton County in 1330 bad a zx»b soaller nieabcr of
dependents per thousand adults than did other parts of the rural UnitwW
States* At the same time Teton County had a lilgher ratio of depoadents to
adults tlian did urban America* This meant that an adult in Teton Comiy
vtM responsible for the support of nore dependents than was an adult in

urban A-erica (sec table VIII)*

Fertility Ratio

Table IX is a comparison of Hae fertility ratio for the United States,
ijontana, and Teton County for the urban, fam, and ncm-fhrm classifications*
Tl» fertility ratio is defined as the relationship of the number of children
in the 0-4 age group to all women in the Ib-44 age grouping* This table
shews the failure of urban areas in the United States to produce enough
children to maintain population numbers* It also allows the population ex-
cesses in the rural United States including Jiostana and Teton County* Aa-
wiBiiin *that SSS children per 1000 women Ib—44 are necessary to maintain a
stable population, Teton County was producing a surplus of population which

will have to look to other parts of the country for opportunity!0

Sd*  Kolb, and' ferunner, op, eit*,"” pVTS.
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TAELV VIII. COm-ISOZZ Of THE TOOTH, CiriLDRES,
AM Aimf msmXxam to the adult popolatios®

VmaSmr per 1000 adults

Toxith 14 and 65 end
(1G-24) under over
Total
United States 339 626 HS
lentane. IH» 621 104
Teton 30 697 96
Ortfaa
United States 4 506 100
Watana 555 405 96
Teton none none none
Kami non-farm
United States 322 702 148
Whntana 567 652 113
Teton sn 679 114
Kximl fora
United States 493 914 151
ISontem 595 702 105
Teton 4G GG 8

“ ourcot Plftoeath Ceneus of tho United States.



TABLE IXX COVPARION OP THE FBETILITr RATIOS
OF UNITED STATES, SGETAITA AND TETOB COUETT*

United States Montana Teton

Cities over 100,000 295

Cities 2500 to 100,000 541 504

Rural Iton-fana 471 426 441
Rural ffcna 64G 568 441

Fertlllly ratio is the ratio of chlldi*en of 0-4 yoare of age
per 1000 WITKii 15-44 years inclusive. The nwfcer timt Is

needed to m IntBin a stable population Is 568.

'rCourcei Qnlted States Census, 1S30*
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Swrsimrv
Tliat trend In nerabnr of children In the county Ima been downward except
for tlie Farst SecurityrRoaettlenent Project area*
The averaco ago of the children of the county Ims increased. The nro-
I>or of youth in the 1523 ago grouping has increased both in nutiber ead
as a proportion of the total child population.
There Ima 'men a definite increr.se of children in tim wlaarw end wWifojectw
districts of' the county. Tho other areas of the county luaire experienced
both ntnorical and proportional docroasoa in children.
The mxnbor of youth and children per adult is high.
TJImre will continue to be a large uunoer of Tetcai Courty youth uho »1*11
have to seek economic opportunity outside of the county.
Tim Aedlgr cycle will bring out a constant sliifting in child mcibers in

the future.

7* W.ith the increase of children in the wrastwend the wFrojectwdistricts,

there is no reason to expect substantial decreases in youth numbers in
the county unless future nigraticn out of tim county is nueh higher timn

at present.



KET m  SPECIFIC IBOBLSSIS ALH ADJDSTILDTS CF YOUTH

In an effort to Oetor Ino the epeeific problene of rural youth and
to find Htjat atijuetnonts tliey vere rmkinc, & study was mde of the rural
j-outhe sAo Graduated fron the eighth grade in tlie years 1925, 1950, and
1935 in Teton County. There were 109 such graduates in Teton County in
1925, 157 in 1950, and 129 in 1955(eee table X)* Infomatlon was obtained
on only a sample of these graduates (see table X) but since the sample in-
cluded son© of those still resident in the county as well as those who left,
and since an effort was nude to obtain an unbiased and unselected group, the

results are thought to be representative of tiie group as a whole.

Age and r>ex Distribution
ven though the groups studied were selected iron the eighth grade
graduating classes for the three years, the youth within the Individual
graduating groups wore not of the smne age* At the tiise of survey those
who graduated in 1926 were almost 29 years of age, those graduating in 1350
were over 22 years of age, and those graduating in 1955 were almost 19 years
of age. Obviously, these age differences lave a bearing on the adjustments

already mde and those to be mde in the future by these youths.

ligratlon of Toton County Youtli
Ovor half of the youth in all three groups have migrated outside of
the county since graduation (see table XII). The older groups had more
rxmberH living outside of the state than did the graduates of 1955* A
larger Hurchcr of the 1956 graduates were either attending schools located

within the state or working in one of the nearby countl a or cities.
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TABLK X« TEE TtTOB GOUBTY HGBTTIi GEACE GRADUAKS

OF 1925, 1930, ABD 1955 CLASSIFIED ET SOUECE
OF IHFGAMATIOB CH THE TtCTE

1925 1930 1955

Total Buraber of eighth grad# Graduates

la the ootmty 109 167 129
Buriber of oases Included la the study 28 42 66
Per cent of the total 2< 2% 42%

IXtiber wiio were personally Interviewed 7 12 19

Duribor for wlion lafomatlon w's obtained
fyon the fanlly 10 14 18

Butiier for when only secondary Infomation
could be obtained 8 14 IQ

Duriber who could not be located, and for
whm secondary Infomation was not
available 5 2 @]



IABLE X1. AVERAGE RESRBT AGES AW CISTEIEUTIOB
OF RIGKTB (RACE GRADUATES OF TETAII CAUBTT
FCR 1925, 1950, AHD 1955

Yort Average HO of Se. of
AG? males females
1925 23.7 16 13
1950 25.5 18 24
1936 18.7 36 20

TABLE X11. rSESEBT RBSDT DCE OF TBE TETOI GAUOTY YOUTH
GRADUATED FROM THE EIGHTH C3ADB IS 1925, 1930, ADD 1935

Present residence 1925 1930 1955
Totals 28 42 56
Still 1lviBG I® county 11 18 27

Livlibg in Montana., but
out of the county 6 11 27

Living outside of Montana,
but in a Eocky Kountain
or Pacific Coast state 9 9 6

Living in a state east of
Rocky Mountain states @) 2 5

Residence not known, but
not living in the commun-
ity 3 Z O
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Uadoubtecly rd ration out of the state is a slow and (gradual process.
Atteadnme at college is often one of the intervening steps. The youth in
the IBSS group were mch younger and rsost of then were still under the di-
rect supervision of their ffe-idlios. Therefore, it my be a rttriber of years
before they assort ther-selves to the extent of withdrawing from the 001-2.unity
and tlie state.

host of tlie youtli wiio left the state sigrated to a Eoe’y Lbuntain or
a Pacific Coast state to the west of ontana. Only five liad migrated into

an eastern state. Bone of the 1926 graduates had gone east.

TI* Migrants Tend to Love to Towns and Cities

The mobility of these youth usually meant a change from rural to town
and city residence. Fifteen out of 25 of the graduatea of the 1926 class
lives on faros, 25 out of 40 of the 1950 graduates had lived on faros, and
65 out of 52 graduates of 1955 bad lived on faros before graduation. All
the rest lived in the villages of the county.

At present only six of the 1925 graduates wore on faros as operators
or laborers, ™"on lived in villages, two In iainin, corps in Alaska, eed
sevem in cities of over 2600 population. Oxily nine of the 1930 graduates
now live on faros. Fifteen lived in villages, and 16 had found now hones
in cities. Orly 21 of the gr up of 1S56 graduates now live on faros. Four-
teen were living in vUla -os, 12 in cities, three in G3C canpe, and one each
in the liavy end the !brines.

It should be pointed out that residence of Ibroors in a wheat growing
area are difficult to classify. In the area surrounding Dutton, farmers do

not always live on the faros they operate. liacy of them maintain ljossss the
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ywur around In the village of Dutton. Others live in luttcai in the winter
and on their ferns in the ausnner* myy have no mro than six weeks of fern
work curin- the yoer. Often tliey seek ether onploynent* Livestock cannot
always be depended upon because of the scarcity of usable stock water. The
desire to send the children to town schools is often a factor in this adjust-
ment. whether to classify the young people as livin'- on faro or in village
is a nattor of choice. Nevertheless, the boys and girls are raised in the
atmosphere of a village more agricultural in nature than coErsereial* The
services and opportunities offered are, however, typical of villacs in
general. Therefore, these youth were considered as having been raised in
the village, but the fathersl occupation was classified bs that of faming.

Another factor introducing a problem of procedure is the natter of
attendance at colleges, universities, end other schools in cities. In this
study youth attending such scliools were classified as living in towns or
cities.

The rural to urban drift of youth graduating from Teton County grade
schools is apparent frcn the data in table XI11l. Twenty-four per cent, 57
per cent, end 25 per cent of the graduates in 1925, 1950, and 1906,
respectively, moved to urban areas. Ikme of the youth raised in villages
entered farming. It is probable that additional graduates of the 1956 class
will migrate to urban areas in the near future. Hte rel; tivo young age of

this group means that fewer adjustments have as yet been made.

Ihrriage of Teton County Youth
Qhrrlage is one of the adjustments which must be accomplished during

the youth period. Therefore, It is interesting to note how these groups
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TABLE Xllle FAST Aim HIESI.1IT BESIL'SIICE OF TETOD CODBTT
YODTH GRAEDATISG FRA? THE EKETH GFACB
IS 1926, 1950, AID 1955

Place raised Present residence 1925 1950 1956
All cases 23 42 56
Farm Farm 6 9 21
Form VlIlUpe 5 10 2
Form City : 5 5 8
Farm Other ay 2 | 6
VUUce Village G 5 12
Village Farm O O 0
Village City 2 10 4
Village Other ay @) 0 0
Unknown UnkiKnm 3 2 S

Gz "Other" etaixls for such groups ee the Arn”, Mavy,
Marines, G3C cesnpe, and mining camps»



TABLE XIV*  IftBSEIT MAIITAL STATUS AED RBSIDBLCE CF TEE TETOB CGOLETY
EIGHTH (AW)B GRADUATES CF 1S26, 1SSO, AID 1055

.................. " -I-.r~|||||

k&rlital dtetu# Kofl Regldenc# ™ = = ... o
"™ " Vikrrledl "1T..... nNrma........ rghj-* m

Year end séx

of the ear™lea Total 9% tal V'ern™'Vll'i'gjie’™ fa'tly  Total™ IWn " Vlliege bther

Total, 1026 25 17 2 7 3 8 4 2 2
rale 16 9 4 4 6 5 I 0] 2
Female 10 8 I S 4 2 I I 0 0

Total, 1950 S 19 6 9 4 20 | 7 11 |
m e 16 6 0 4 2 9 0 4 4 |
Female 24 15 6 6 2 11 | S 7 O

Total, 1956 62 6 4 I I 40 18 12 11 6
m e 51 | I 0 0 30 16 8 | 6
Female 21 6 5 | 16 2 4 10 0]



—44%
ore TMkinrr this Tiajor adjustment in relation to age and residence.
Obviously, the fact that the 1955 graduates were younger than those of the
earlier years zseant that a smaller proportion were TTarried (see table XIF).
A larger percentage of the girls than boys in each class were carried. The
fern youth tended to marry earlier and in larger numbers than those fror.
either the village or the city, except in the ¢ se of the graduates of 192G.
Decau e of the older age of the 1025 graduates, and the consequent greater
adjustment, as well as the sore lisiltod opportunities for those remining
in the rural community, a higher proportion of those living in village or

city were married.

Differences in Iducation

Tite youth included in the study had, on tlte average, less than four
years of high school education. There -eere significant differences in the
amount of education received by youths living in different areas within the
county. Those living in villages had, on the average, about 1*5 years more
education than did the farm youth. The girls averaged from one to two years
more education than the boys in each of the classes (seo table XV). The
youth of Dutton community averaged two years more of formal education than
did the youth of the Fairfield Community. This difference Is undoubtedly
influenced by the availability of high school facilities and will probably
lessen with the opening of the new high school at Fairfield.

The amount of education of the 135 graduates will continue to rise
as an average due to the large number who are continuing their education.

The final average education for tills group will be higher than that of the
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IAILE X?. CCmSISOS OF TEE AiiSAGr.; FUIUAL LDUCATIOIAL
ATTAIBmaT FOR TEE EIGFfIE GRADE QBABEATES CF TETCS COUflY
IS 1925, 1950, AED 1955

1925 1350 1955
Avenxr;© years of education for
all youth studied 11.2 11.8 11.1
Awregs education of the boys 10.6 10.7 10.8
Average educat cm of tl» girls 12.5 12.4 11.6
AvorRifD eduoet onof the farrj-
reared youth 10.7 11.5 10.6
Averaire education of tlie villa -e-
reared youth 12.0 15.0 11.3
Average educe, ion for the youth
of the Dutton Cocsiamity 15~ 12.7
Average education for the youth
of tlite Fairfield Casaamity 11.2 10.7

Average of those youths who loft

the county 12.6 15.0 11.4
Average of those youtlis wlio re-

mined in the county 9.7 11.0 10.8
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TIBLE XVI. BEDUCATIOKIcL ATHAmmm (P THE EICBTH (BADE GBADOICTM
OF 1S25, 1930, ASD 1955 HROK TETCB QOUSTT SCBMLS

loiic W o loss
Educatloael att&lancnt Fe- Fe- le-
alcs Bales lales :Ties Males mlee

Total youth 11 6 9 17 26 11

So. youth graduating fgon

tlie eighth grade 11
Be. youth graduating fTon

high school 4
Ho. idio took at least one

year post-graduate vrork 0
In MgJh school

Bo. who had at least one year I
vocational training

Bo. tdio attended college |

17 26 11
13 16

o NN O U oo
N ©O O N~ ©
©O w v o
- o
©O o O O o

Ho. who graduated from college |

TABLSm i. QOOO-HANICEB OF TEE PATEESSf CF TBE TQUTB
GRADDATISO HKK TETOS COKITT SCHOALS 1B 1925, 1933,
ABD 1935

Type of parental occupation 1925 1930 1936

Total fathers 25 SC 49

Faming 18 28
Clerical

Governmental |
Professional |
Business 4
Skilled labor

Unskilled labor |

—w—a ' B



other two groups* Tlie graduates of 1950 showed a elnller incre ase in the
average emunfc of education over tlie 1925 graduates*

IHgratloss out of the county appears to select those with nore fomol
education but also results in further education* Sooe leave for tlie purpose
of obtaining nore education* 1Jono of the 1926 graduates with college edu-
cation returned to the county and only one of the 1950 group returned*

Stme of those with one year of vocational training beyond high school edu-
cation did return* The youth who nigrated out of the county received rare
education then did those wlio ree&in&d*

The averages which arc shorn in table XV cover up the wide differences
In tire amount of education which different ratrabers of the group were able
to attain* Table XVI shows that while all neebers of each class were able
to finish tho eighth grade, high school was finished by little mre than
half of the group, and only two noabers of the three groups finisited college.
There is not moh reason to expect a substantial increase in tin proportion
of college graduates from the 1956 eighth grade graduates since they had no

more members in college proportionately, than the other two groups*

Occupational Distribution
The youth Included in this study cane largely from an agricultural
background as shown Ty the occupations of the fatliors* The majority of the
fathers of each of the classes were fnmere and nearly every father not a
famor was in an occupation closely connected with Ihnaere and rural life

(see table XVII).
These youth have entered the rmry different occupations typically

followed by rural youth throughout the nation* At least 27 different kinds
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TABLE 3CYI2I. Rr r IT OOQUPATIONS CP THr MAU YOUTH CHAEQATISG
FROM TETOS COIUTY SCDOALS 1S 1925, 1930, Aim 1956

Oooupetioo Uoe of Youth in the
Occuptitian

1925 1950 1936

Fera
Including fern operators, liired hands 4 | 12
and youth residents of the bora farm

Clerieol
Includinc clerks and bookkeeper | Z

Professional
Including englincar end teoclwr | |

Business
Including grocer, shoe store
nana or, and sale Kmn 3 2
Skilled labor
Including mohmsic, mchine operators.
miners, a singing miter, hospital 4 4 4
orderly, store clerk, and oil station
attendout
UnsldLlled labor 2 —
Uneaployed, including WPA and QOC - 2 3

StudmitB 2 6
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TABLE XIX* fEESRIST OOO’PATIOIK OF TBE FBIVALS TOBTB OEADBATIM
FROM TTITGB GALHTY SCIiOEXS Hi 1320, 1950, ABD 1935

Occupation Bxoaber of Youth in the
1925 1950 1955

Feuns

Farm operator | — m
Clerical

Stenographers *» 4
OovermcentcJL - .
Professional

laoluding nurses and teachers M S
Busimes |
Skilled labor

beauty operator |
Unskilled labor

Houeemide -

Hives 7 15

Ubasmloyed (includes IYA) - I

Studmate | I

z N

NN o —

TABLE XX* Tim RKLATIOB BET SEli TBB FATHiatS OCOUATIOB ABC
THE SOB'S* OCOUPATION AS SBQ# BY TBE SHLS YQUTH CF TBE
SKBirn GRACE CF TKTCB COUSTY OP 1925, 1950, AVD 1935

1925 1930 1935

Ihmbor of fathers adso -sere

Iteraere 11 11 20
Htoaber of their sons who are now

employed in agriculture 4 | 12
Btrsber of fathers in non-Jterrting

occupations 4 4 S
Bucifcor of sons who have followed

their father's occupation I 0 |

%Only for boys «rd fbthors of boys not students*
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of positions are repx*oEcntod. This has definite implications concerning
the training which the county schools should offer to those youth who remain
within the county and to those who expect to migrate fron the Comitjr (see
table XVIII),

Tlie occupation of the father aprears to have Imd snail positive
effect upon the occupation idiich the youth selected, 'ost often the youth
did not follow in the father’s occupation (see table XX). The large number
of youtli now classified as being on the fam in the 1955 group will probably
decrease rapidly as these youths are able to obtain other employment and as

some leave the community to enter school,

Tixe Adjustments hade by Those Youth T/ho Have lienainod in the County

In order to determine how the youth who remained in Teton County wore
meting their problems in the community, personal interviews wore conducted,
Tiiere were seven of the 1925 graduates interviewed, 12 of 1350 graduates,
end 19 of the 1956 graduates (see table X), Tliis sample Is believed to be
typical of the youth remaining in the community and their conditions des-
cribe the situation faced by Teton County youth,

Education,—These youth had less education, on the average, than
those who left tiie county. The recent graduates had slightly more forrnl
education tiian those who graduated earlier (see table XXI), which war, also
the case for the larger sample discussed previously. The youth Ind on tim
average almost two years more of education than their fathers. Only four
out of the total number of those youth had been outside of the community
for farther education beyond that offered in the county, and such education

was restricted t o vocational training.
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Considering the large nuntbors of those youth who loft soliool before
finishing high schnol, it becorus laportmitt o know Miy they left at such
an oariy period in their education# hell over half of the youth graduating
in 1725 end I0UO said they I?ft because they did not have tlie ooney to con*
tinue in scliool. For the 1935 group, lack of funds was the reason ost often
given, but four of the group felt they had completed enough school. If raore
education is considered valuable by the people of the comunity it is neces-
sary for the coiraanity to give youth adequate reasons for continuing their
schooling and to lessen tlie financial burden felt by the youth (see table XXII).

Youths* own evaluation of their education is &measure of their adjust-
ment to society. They were, therefore, asked to value their education as an
aid in earning a living. The 1925 graduates as a group expressed tlie idea
that education was of little aid in earning a living$ the graduates of 1930
felt that it was a major aid; Miile the graduates of 1935 in looking forward
thought that education would be a very important factor in earning their
livelihood. The expressions of the latter group nore nearly expressed the
WAnerioan ldeal" that education is the factor for overconing all barriers.
These youth were also asked the question whotier education aided then in
enjoying life# Over three fourths of the youth in every group thought that
education was at least a major factor in the enjoyment of life's opportunities#

The answers to those two questions offer grounds for speculation#
If youth feel that education in rural comuniticc adds to better living this
should be know# |If education does not contribute in a major decree to
economic life as indicated by the 1926 group and members of the other two

groups, then it needs adjustments. The evaluation of education by youth.
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TADLS m « COmBISOB Of TEH AT. BAGB BOHBLE OF YHAES OF FOFmL
EDDCATIOB FOE TIS YOUTHS TKO CEADOATED *805! THE EIGHTH CSSABB 11
ThTos CGUirrr iu 1920, 1950, lose. Aim foe Tm.12 fatetirs

1926 1950 1956

Avorare number of formal education
years for the youth of the eareples 10.0 10.4 10.8

Avorare mraLer of years of forml
education for tlie fathers of t)ic 8.6 8.0 8.3
groups

TABLE XXII. Tim EBASOBS GIV B FC® EHAVIBG SCIKfOL DY TBB YOUTH
THO GRADUATED FROM THE EICSITE GRADE |1 TBTOB COUETY IB 1920,
1950, ASB 19S0

Eeagona til-ron 1Qr Thmbor of ‘(Hiring the Ra##on
Loavint; School n' IbZE... ID& I0OuS
id number of youth 7 12 19
Feeling of completion @) | 4
Difficulty Tritli subjects o] O I
Lack of interest 5 I 2
Lack of funds 4 8 6
To marry @) 2 I
Boce not apply (in school) @) @] 6



TADL.,, XXI1II. ATTITUDLS TGKAHD EDUCATION AS A? AU IS BUtUtfmST
AW XE I''TJOYIBG LIFE BY TEE YOUTH OF TEE EIGHTH CEACE (BADUATIBG
CLASSES OF X92S, 1950, AID 195C IE TETCE GOUDTY

1925 1950 1956

Total maaber of youth 7 12 19

Does (or will) your education help
you to earn your living?

Answer
Ikt aid at all 5 | |
A ainor aid 2 2 4
A mjor aid 2 5 9
The met important factor @) @) 6
Does not apply (@) 6 ®)
Dooe your education aid you In
enjoying life?
Answer
Db aid o @] O
A minor aid 2 5 2
A major aid 4 (@) 6
Tito met important factor I 9 12



often forgot* should ho studied more intensively before any adjusting of
the school programs of the county is undertaken.

Occupational nnd cono: :1c Adjustment.—These youth Imve entered a
wide variety of occupations in the county (sec table XXI1Vv), These jobs,
as a rule, were of a type that the youth did net need special training in
in order to do the work and could gain necessary experience in the cocEsunity.
Only four of these youths had special training along vocational lines*

Unenployrant Is a difficult problem for some of these youths. All
who had experienced unemployment complained of the lack of trork opportunities
within the oomunlty. Those iriio had at sometime been unemployed had no
special skills and usually worked as unskilled laborers. The group noat
affected by ime ployra nt were those graduating in 1955 and living on the
homo farm. Five of the boys lived at heme, considered themselves unemployed,
and were lookin;.: for work. Even tlough they wanted other work they were
forced to share the labor and Incone of the home farm with other members of
the family*

the incomes for the group are snail on the average end range of
incomes is great. Uhlle one boy of the 1956 graduates were receiving *1600,
bringing the average quite high, the other members of the group had low
income* and indicated the inability of youth to bargain for wages even
though filling a mn*s position. In the ease of the 11 boys who lived on
farms, only three received an income of a designated amount* while eight
received nothing but their living (see table XXV).

The youth graduating in 1925 were more inclined to complain of low

incomes and underpay ttian tliose graduating In 1950 and 1956. The older



TABLE XXIVe QGOAPaTIOIS OF THK YAUTH IB THS GOUHTY
7110 GRADUATED FROM THE riGHTH GRACE IH TBTCH COUBTY
XE 1925, 1930, ABD 1955

Occupations of the youth

Farm operator

Farm laborer

Hcme farm (unpaid)

Grocer

Beauty sliop operator
Shooraker

Stenographer

Salesmen

Clerk and survey eld

Drag line operator

Oil station attendant

Drug store clerk

Common laborer

Housemaid

Unemployed (includes IPA, LYA
Jibre farm (unpaid and unemployed)
Housewife

Students

1925

COO0OO0O0O—00O00CO0O—=—=——0N

1930

OCDO——OOO———_OOOOOO

1935

ODOUINFPO—=NOOORrROOONOW©



XX\e BBBSE® IBCOISS OF TEB TOUTI OF TETOE GOLETT
GSADUATIIFG AKCM THE SIOOTn GEACB |E TBTOH COUBTT XE
1925, 1950, AED 1955

- Ybzb loso ETos

Classification of workers Average Average Average
Ho* salary Ho. salary Ho* salary

Full-tine workers 7 1786 6 $1,160 4 $720

lart-tine workers 0 | 500 E 105

Unpaid fsnily workers 0 0 5

Housewives 0 5 0

Students 0 0 E



youth felt the stress of low inconee rare keenly (eeo table XXVI)* Tlie
complaint of underpay was onorally in relation to the job the worker was
asked to do* IHiose boys who worked pert tine during tlte surgner did not
complain about the rate of wages paid to extra wiands". A ntcaber of the
otlier youth said that while their wage rate was fair enough, their work
was so unsteady that they did not receive enough total income*

Uost of the employed youth felt secure in their jobs* Those -wo
felt insecure were evidently worried about their future* For Instance, the
cowhand feared physical injury, the housemaid could not get a job slie liked,
and sene felt they night soon lose their positions.

The graduates of ISSC, as a group, sew limited opportunities for ad-
vancerent in the positions they held, but -were quite optimistic. Tho older
youth were nore discouraged and felt that there was no chance of advancing
in their present position* This was not true of each individual of the
older group* If the opportunity for advancement moans satisfaction with
the occupation, some of these youth need new hopes.

The occupation most desired by the youth will often indicate his ad-
justment to his occupation. In answer to the question concerning the occu-
pation an individual desired most to enter, the evidence showed that none
of the youth graduating in 1926 had entered an occupation level other than
they hoped to ester. For the 1930 graduates, throe of the wives expressed
desires for an occupation other than that of housewife* TM youth of 1936
expressed a desire for occupations on a higher level than did the older
youth* Bight said they would like occupations which req ired college train-

ing; yet none were at this time in colie o* AIll said that the financing
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TABLB IXH. ATTITnr-ES OF TETOH COUITY YOUTH TQHAED TI:.IR ECEE

AS SECSH] BY YODTH TEO GRADUATED FROM Tm EIGHTH GRADE CF TETOH
CGUBTY IH 1926, 1950, ABD 1236

1926 1330 1956

Humber of youtli 7 7 €
How do you value your IncomeT
I an underpaid* 3 2 |
I an paid rgr worth* 3 4 4
| sea overpaid* . _
Ho response | | I
Do you Dsel secure in your present
position?
| feel secure. S 6 4
| feel a limited security 3 — |
I am unsecure* | 2 |
Does your position offer you chance
for advnneorent?
Groat opportunities | 2 |
Limited opportunity 2 I 4
Little, if any advancement possible.
a "'dead end job™ 3 4 *
| .

Ho response
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TABLE XXVII. OOCBPATIOKS MCBT DESIEED BY TOOTB W3 LIVB
nr TIE GOOBTY FRO" TUB GRADUATING CLASSES OF THE HIGHTH
RACE OF TSTOB GOCETY IE 1925, 1950, ASB 1955

Desired occupation 1926 1930 1955

Teacher 2
Engineer . |
Band director — —
Smltb-Imghes teacher - -
Drugtist - O
Athletic coach faal w

Grocer |

Salesman -

lochcnic I

Stenographer I | 2
Deeuty operator el |

Farmer 2 3

Ranch hand 2

Bakery work - I

Truck driver o

Tlousmvlvos 5 |
2

Eo response |
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of &college education would be difficult end appeared Inpoaeiblc far ost.

Living Conditions.—Hie youths living with their parent® tended to
liave larger hones than the married couple® of the 192b and 1930 graduates.
The housing for tlie 1925 graduates evened adequate for tho narriod couples.
The covdiaix’ living in one roan bunkhouee ims probably inadequately housed.
It > 8 tlie young narriod couples of the class of 1950 who were Imving &
difficult tine with respect to housing. lialf of those lived in houses con-
sisting of only tao room* At least two of these were at tho very mintema
of decency standards in housing.

Table XXYIIl also shows that electricity, automobiles, and radios
were owned almost universally by these graduates* These are three factors
to which Rural America owes rsany of the changes coning in the future. They
are particularly important in the trends of urbanization and other changes
Tliich will take place in the social structure of the community and in the
Individual's attitude toward the community.

*arria, ;o.—Tost of the graduates of 1926 and 1950 in the sarnie were
married. Practically none of those graduating in 1956 had made this final
adjustment. In enstror to the question wlietltor special factors “sere delaying
marriage, all of the single roabers of the 1939 and 1935 groups answered
negatively. Three of the 1525 graduates were not married, indicating that
delayed marriage Is &major adjustment that must be made by at least these
members of the group. Of the married youth of 1925 group, one is childless,
four out of the married youth of 1950 graduates did not have children, and
tho one married fellow in the 1956 group did not have children (see Table XXIX).

ion.—The religious phases of life as expressed by church attend-

ance had been met in different ways by these youth. About half of the 1926
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TAHE XXVIII. LIVIHG GIDITIOH ABD FACILITIES OF TIE YOUTH
TulO WEEBE CRADUATED FROM TIE EIGHTH GBADB 1B TEfOB CCOBTY 1B
1925, 1950, (B 1935

Size of hone and facilities
available to the youths

Toiml number of youth

llone status
Living in the youth’s own home
Three room and less
Four room or more

Parent’s hone
Three rooms or less
Four room or :ore
Electricity
Automobile owned in the family

Radio

lhmiber of youth having

the equipment
Yir25

7

o - Ao

D o O

12

oo © NODN (opNerNe)

=
N

1035
19

*

19
19
15
18
19



TABLE XXIX.  THE BUIDIR OF YCUTH TMO HAVE ICARRIED QUT
OF THE EIGHTH GRACE GRADUATES OF TETCH CQUITY
IN 1925, 1950, A-D 1956

Harltal status by sex 1925 1950 1956
Total iiunbor of youth 7 12 19
Clarrlod 4 10 I
ICales 4 4 I
Fcnales . G -
Single 5 2 18
I1Celos 2 - 14
Females I 2 4

TABLE XXX. CHIRCHAfmMBCB OF THE YQUTHWHD LIVE IH
TETCH GOHTY AH-D WHOVERE HRLIBERS OF THE EIGHTH OACE
GRADUATIHO CLASSES OF 1925, I1SSO, AIID 1955

Amount of church attendance 1925 1950 1955

Total number of youth 7 12 10
llore than twice a month | 5 3
Once or twice a month 2 5 6
Once every two months or less | - 4
Ho church available m a |
Never 3 6 4
Ho response * |



cad 1950 graduates did not attend at all. Anong the 1956 graduates about
three fourths of the youths attended. Very likely parental control ms a
factor in tie lilghor attendance among this group. Only two of the youths
idiO did not attend were kept Awgs doing so because churches were not easily
accessible. Other factors wore keeping the other youth sassy (see table XXX).

Lelsuro Tixae Use.—These youth take part in a varied number of
activities. Allittle over one quarter of the activities mentioned as entered
into by the youth were of the comorci&l variety such as dancing and the
novice (see table XXXI.) Participation in community affairs was low for
all throe groups. Atliletic sports were taken part in by most of the 1936
graduates, but not by the graduates of 1926. Cutin.;activities such as
hunting* fishing, and traveling were none numerous in the older group. The
passim type of leisure tine use such as card playing, parties, visiting,
radio, and reading were participated in by the largest jsusber of all of
the youth*

‘Icrviee and dancing in each group ranked first and second, respectively,
as the activities most often mentioned in each group, host of the youth
attended the novies about once a week. Dancing was taker, part in less often,
but still -was named by the majority of each group.

Listening to the radio was seldom mentioned ly the youth as a leisure
tine activity. Since every youth had access to a radio, it aeons likely that
its very eonmonplacenoas caused it to be forgot. It is important to point
out that those who mentioned the radio as a leisure time use were confronted
by economic and financial difficulties. Ifobably radio is accepted as a

part of tie daily routine and enjoyed by those who have many other alternatives
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TABLE X m, TEE IXHBEE OF TOOTS WEO EJIGAED IS VARIOS

TYPES OF RECEWTIOIAL ACTIVI7TH.S* The Toutii partlclpat-

Inc ia Those Activities were Ei:;htii Grade Graduates in
Teton County in 1920, 1950, and 1956

Type of activity 1926 1950 1956
Outing activities 10 6 16
Sports | 9 26
Passive leisure tine uses 16 56 41
Reading 6 11 17
Radio 6 11 19

Cosaamlty participation
and organisation 2 7 9

Conuercial type of recreation 15 21 51



TABLE XXXII. Tm ACTIVITY ' QOGI' EIiJOYBD BY THOSE YOUTH
IH TETOH GOUHIT WO QtADUATD FROMTEE EIGHTH GRACE
IH 1925, 1930, AID 1956

Typo of activity 1926 1950 1955
Outinr activities 4 | 6
Sports - 2 7
Passive I 5 3

CorEiunlty participations
and organisations - |

Comercinl type of recreation - 3 5
Ho response 2 2 I
Total mmber of youth 7 12 19

TABLE XXXII1.  PARTICIPATION IH CBGAHIZATIOHS IIT TETCH
QOUHTT Dy YOUTH UIO GRADUATED FROM TIB EIGHTH QXtADB
IH 1925, 1950, and 1955

1920 1930 1935

Total number of youth 7 12 19

Dumber of the group wlio belong
to at least one organisation 2 4 S

Dumber of the group who do not
belong to any organisation 5 8 14



for recreation, but -when the alternatives are strictly Halted, radio
ontortainneiit beeonce a acre definite part of the recreational activity*

Affiliation with Orrmiisations*—Th* youth of all tliree of these
groups take very little part in organisations (see table XXXII)* The cod-
nunity either does not provide proper facilities and leadership, or proper
incentives. Eecreation is t’sought of almost entirely as individualistic and
these youth did not say they missed such leisure tine use as organisations
can furnish* It is apparent that these youth should have more social life
of a group character if they are to feel thouselves e definite pert of the
community*

Reading.—Deeapapere and mafiizirkss were read widely by the youth of
these groups* Table 2XXTV shows the wide coverage of the Great Falls Tribune
in Teton County and emphasizes the influence of the city of Great Falls on
the county* The weekly papers of the county did not seen to be widely read.
The radio is a new source of nows for the residents of the county and a
number of youth replied that tltey did not read a daily newspaper but they
did listen to the radio for tlse nows*

Leading weekly and monthly magazines including those of general
Interest and for women wore the most widely read magazines among these
groups (see table XXXV)* It was surprising to find that among this group
only one person rricd a current events magazine* Uo magazines beyond a
general or trade interest were read* The new picture magazines created
within the last three years were read ly a large number of these youth*

Tlie members of tlie group averaged about the sans number of magazines read,

but again the averages cover up the fact tiiat some of the members of each



TABLE XXXIV. EEWSPAKIRS READ BY TBB IQUTH Cit TETOB
COCBTI WED ORAIUATED FROI! TEE 1ICBtB (BABE IB 1925,
1950, Aim 1935

Haso of the paper Butiber of readers

T55S Ibw I Bsbu
Total nunbor of youth 7 12 19
Groat Falls Tribune (daily) 6 7 14
Other dailies - - I
Chouteau (weekly) 2 |

lutton (weekly) |

Conrad (weekly)
Sim (weekly) - - |

Fairfield (weekly) 3 2
Special Sunday papers | | -

Lone | 3 4
Radio for the news - 35 2
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TABLE XXXV. TYPE OF MAGANIJES R AD BY YQUTH OF TBTCH
COUJTY TIEO CBADUATZD ERCK TUB EICBTE GRACE IB 1925,
1930, AED 1935

Type of nnoazlnes reed 1925 1930 1955

Leadlnc national weekly

and monthly 12 7 18
Picture na-ezines 3 - 8
VJonenlB magazines 4 17 9
S 4 8
Fona magazines - 3 6
Special interest magazines 2 2 -

Hews magazines - - |
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of the group# did not read aqy.

Books Tiore not road by the neriboro of the graduates of the 1925
class. Over half of the youth in the 1950 and 1955 groups read books.

Sseie of the youth were readlng novels of such wide interest m Good Barth,
Gone with the Wind, Orapos of Tr&th, and others. Others wore reading west-
ern and adventure stories. IJoa-fiction was not being read. Bvm t ough
all of tl.- o youtdi, except one, had access to libraries only one out of the
1925 ETBdttitos, only eight of tite 1330 rr&duatea, and only seven out of the
1355 graduates had used e library even as little as once during the p.et
yoer.

Corg-iercial Recreation.—Aftcz"" the pasoivo typ: of recreation, com
mercial recreation was most important for the youth (see table XXJTI)+ Tiss
youth of tlie older two groups said they did not depend upon eomereiftl
recreation for thelr leisure time ueo. A little over one half of the 1935
yroup said they depended upon commercial recreation. Tho ccmrumlty in de-
ciding xdiethcr or not to pronote more recreational facilities will Imve to
decide if this commercial type loistxre time use is more beneficial them that
which thoy can provide.

Recr ation in tSte Borne—Dy far the majority of the youth of the 1950
group said tltoy plamod sorae special recreation in the home. The groups of
1325 and 1355 were divided on the subject. Tills nay indicate that in the
hones of the older established fa Hies rocr; ation becomes more of an
individual natter, while in the homes of the young married youth, special

attempts are made to spend leisure tlno in tiie luhsj (soe table XXXVII*)
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TADLE XXXVI. DEPESDEI3CE OH COMIERCIAL RKCKEATIOB
BY YOUTH OFTETOH COCH7Y WHO GEADUATHID FROM TES
EIGHTH GRADE Il 1925, 1930, ABD 1935

1925 1930 1935

Bieaber of youth Mjo depended

upon Connerclal types of recre-

ation for the use of their

leisure tine - 2 10

ITuner of youth wfio depended
upon other types of leisure
tine use 6 9 9

Ho response 2 I -

TABLE XXXVII. TEE BOHEER OF YQUTH OF TETOB GOBTY
ISHO SAID THAT THEY HAD FLAIBIED KECREATICH
is Tns mis

1925 ISSO 1955

Humber of youth Mio felt
there was planned use of
leisure time in their ho$« 3 10 7

Number of youth Mio felt
there was no planned recre-
ation in their home 2 2 10

Ho response 2 - 2
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The yoxsa-er youth -were trurh mre critical of the recreational
facilitie s MArich the eorsumity provided tlian r-ere tlie older youth* fhe
older youth enerelly because of some personal concern thought present
recreational facilities of the oo”runity 'were adequate. Su”nostions fbr
terowronts were neatly for increased, facilities for indoor sports, dra-
matics, rstoic, and dancing. Soeie of tiie younrer youth coriplaincd that very

little recreational plamin.” was done for these youth out of rchool.

Siavnary

I* Igraticai out of the county has been hij*h for Teton County youth, over
half of tli© youtli having left Uie county* Over 40 per cent of those
youth leaving went to urban areas* The youth of the 1956 graduates had
not left tbs state. The migration tended to direct itself toward the
"est Coast* ost of the youth wrio left the county did go during the
depression period wiien opportunities in otlier areas were limited*

2* There was a definite shift of these youth away from farming as an
occupation*

5% These youth have entered into a lar;e nunber of different occupations.
Tlie majority of the youth did not Imvo special t raining for their posi-
tions. Many of these youtli in the county were not receiving the edu-
cation they needed for tlie occupations they desired*

4* The older youth in the comunlty had adjusted themselves to the occupa-
tional opportunities in the county* The youn or youth still had to rake
their occupational adjustment* lhny were in school, some were working

at occupations which they considered temporary, and naxxy were unemplo”™md.



nrcm though each .-roup liad nary aenvera vdic had not eonplcteti hi

echo'l, each eucccedin,” gr up had received core fer al education. The
girls had received core education than the boys, the villa a youth had
received core than the fern youth, and those youth eiso nicrated had re-
ceived rtore tlian those who rcaainsd in tl» count].

A large part of the youth who had left acliool had to loavo booauee of
the lack of financial resources for school*

The youth in the cersnunity wix> nore employed did not value their edu-
cation hi -hly ce an aid in earning a living. The youn: or youth thought
that their education would be a great aid in enploynant in the future,
llearly evaigr youth thought that hie education helped Mb to enjoy life’s
opT'ortimitio a.

TJie parents of the youtii had hones rSiich wire adequate n;td which cenpared
favorably with CtHnunlty bone otendarde* Tns newly Harried youth trare
having difficulties in securing adequate housing*

The lionos of nearly every one were equipped with electricity, en auto-
mobile and a radio.

Obviously, the older youth were BBrried in lar~or proportion than the
younger youth. There was some evidence of delayed marriage for sore
individual youths, that the marriage of *"euth ire migrated to cities v,aa
doleyed as compared to that of tie JOuth in the county, and that the
girls married at an earlier e a tiuan the boy#.

Individmlism characterizes Teton County youths’ rocrentlonal Jmttern.

Tlio youtlt participated in a largo number of different rocrft.tionsof
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isi'-Ich "he passive, corarxircial, and athletic types were noat corr-on.
12*  Tlw yougor youth were .-wro critical of the recreational opportunities
of tito community than were tlw cider youth*
15. In tlie opinion of tho interviewer the older youth rrero ssere intelligent,
critical, and comical toward tlielr position in tlus coniamity then were
the ;"oun; or youth. The older youth were mre self-centered in judgzamtte

tliey Made concemin their economic and social status in the eomunity.

PAHT Vt  CGCnCLUEIOH
Tlis youth of Teton County in their everyday acts &td tliou hts are
responding to the situation and problene which they find in the county* In
Baking this adjustment they express tliesaselvcs in may different ways. Thsir
adjustments sl-ow tlielr attitude and judgments toward tlie opportunities which

tliey find within and outside of the county*

Teton County Youth and the Uation
The problems and difficulties of Teton County youth arc not different
but similar to tlie problems of rural youth of the nation. Rural youth are
increasing vary m idly in proportion to the total population* Limited
opportunity in agriculture force nary rural youth to migrate in Imps of
finding new eoononlc and social opportunities. Inequalities in education
between rural and urban youth are general. Soclial adjustments such as
marriage and raising the family liavo been rode difficult by the limited
oconoi'.ic and social opporfcunitles. Recreation Ims been limited by both

facilities end leader* ip* Tetoa County youth, topathor with the rural

youth of the nation, cla- or for jobs aid eoononlc security, more education#
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«2 a nore Rdequtito tiociu?. lifb*

Attitude of Toton County Youth
In the opinion of the interviewer the youth as a group are not
conscious of their problems as youth. They view their difficulties neroly
as Individual shortocmdngsi tltey feel that they cm- solve all of their dif-
ficulties by individual effort, even though they are nationwide In scope.
As a group, they were not cognisant of the probler.s of rural youth of the

nation as presented in fart I*

Teton Cotmty and Youth
The citizens end youth of Toton County need to study the problems
of youth and determine the situations under which these youth live# It will
then be possible to plan the education and development as well as the social
and economic opportunities for Teton County youth just as the county Is
endeavoring to plan for the best use of its land.

la order to plan for youth, it is necessary to study and understand
the adjustments and responses tli&t past youth have made to tiie ccsxantity,
and timt present youth are nailing. Tiw migration of youth, tliair education
and training, their occupational opportunities and social aljustreate must
be understood=. This would include not only tits response of the youth to
the situation, but also the facilities and opportunities that youth are
offered ly the county.

A second basis of plaining mst be the relation of the youth in
Teton County to opportunities outside the county. It has already been

pointed out that Tctoa County youth are similar to rural youth of the nation



QW that youth numbers ere greater than the available economic opportunities
in agriculture* At present the cities do not offer the opportunities tliey
did in the post. Since nary Toton Counly youth stoat seek economic oppor-
tunity outside of the county, Teton County citizens will find that the
problems of youth in the county, are related to those of the nation, and
that planning in the county must be carried out in relation to the total
situation*

The social cost of the education, training, and developing the youth
of the county met be evaluated in relation to ends and goals which the
county desires its youth to attain. The stability which the county hopes
to attain must be thought of in relation to the migration of the youth out
of the county, end in relation to the continual outflow of resources which
the migrants take from the county. The county should mke it possible for
soma of its most capable youth to remain as the future citizens*

Thus, in conclusion, any planning and program for youth that Teton
County might undertake mist be accomplished in the light of the adjustments
of youth in the past, the number of youth and their situation in the county
at present, and upon the attitude and goals of the local people as they

apply to youth as future citizens*
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Schedule No._
YOUTH ADJUSTIVENT Date
SCHEDULE School District
I. Name 2. Age 3. Sex
4. Birthplace 5. Place of Residence
§. Distance to: Grade School () High School
Main Trade Center () Next Used Trade Center
Least Used Center () Elevator Used ( )
7. What type of dwelling do you live in?
1. Own home (with husband orwife) 5. Rooming house
2. Parents 6. Other
3. Other relatives 7. No response
4. In farm home ashired help.
Household Age Sex Rela- At In High- Does Marital Age Person married
member tion to Home School est he Status Married Age Reside
Head Grade Work
. Head -
2. Hskpr.
3.
4.
5.
6
7.
8.
9.
107 \
IIf interviewee is married. (His or her family)
2.
3.
4
9. How does (or did) your father earn his living?_
10. Where does (or did) your father live? )
If your father was a farmer, did he own; rent; labor. (Underline answer.)
11 . HOVE CONVENIENCES
I. A No. of rooms in home 7. G. Radio
2. B. Bathroom 8. H. Newspaper (Daily) (Weekly)
3. C. Running water 9. I. Magazines (no. )
4. D. Central heating 10. J. Piano
5. E. Automobile 11. K. None
6. F. Electricity 12. L. No response

If the interviewee has own home, also check the letters.

EDUCATION

1. If you have left school,
2. What was your reason for leaving school? I.
3. To earn own money. 4.
6. Subjects too difficult. 7.
graduation. 9. Other. 10.

To marry. 8.
No response.

in what year and month did you leave?
Still
Lack of interest. 5.

in school. 2. Lack of funds
Disciplinary difficulties,

Feeling of completion on



Year

1929
1930
1931
1932
1933
1934
1935
1936
1937
1938
1939

2.
3.

>77- Schedule No.

2.

Do you feel that your education helped I. A No help
or will help you to earn a living? 2. B. Little help
(Check a Number.) How? 3. C. Fair amount
_ 4. D. Great help
Do you feel that your education helped 5. E. No opinion
or will help you to enjoy life more? 6. F. No response

(Check a letter.) How?

What facilities in your community are you now taking advantage of for your
immediate future education?

In your opinion, what can your community do to improve the educational facili-
ties of the community for young people of your age?

BVPLOYIVIENT AND ECONOMIC HISTORY

Age Place Occupation  Rate of pay Hours per Earnings  Weeks
per week week per year per year

Regdargless of available opportunities, what kind of work would you most like
to do~ ‘

To what extent do you feel that you are paid your worth in your present job?
I. Paid what you are worth. 2. Underpaid. 3. Overpaid. 4. No opinion.
5. No response.

Do you feel secure in your present job?

1. Full-time student or no job. 3. No. Why?

2. Yes. Why? 4. No response

To what extent does your job offer opportunity for further advancement?
1. Student or no job 4. Dead-end job

2. Great opportunities 5. Does not know

3. Offers limited opportunities 6, No response

Have you ever worked on any of the work relief projects?

W hen? Where?

Have you ever received direct relief? When?

What was the migrant's reason for leaving the community?

Was he successful in answering his needs?
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-3- Schedule No.

10. Do you consider yourself unemployed at the present time?

11.  Are you as an unemployed individual primarily dependent for support on:

I.  Family _ 4. Personal resources (savings, etc.) V. Direct relief
2. Husband or wife 5. Work for room and board 8. Other (specify)
3. Your friends 6. Work relief 9. No response
12. What is your main reason for not working now:
I. No available jobs 6. Does not need work. \Why?
2. Lack of influence
3. Lack of training 7, Unemployable. Why?
4. Lack of experience
5. Occupied with home duties 8. Other

9. No response
13. Do you now want full-time work?
I. Actively seeking
2. Not actively seeking, but would accept if offered.
3. No desire of employment, (reason)

14.  What were your personal expenses during the last year?

I. Board & room & 7. Contribution to the

2. Clothing 0 family living £

3. Medical care 0 8. Capital goods £

4. Dental care £ 9. Automobile £

5. Life insurance £ 10. Other (specify) £

6. Recreation £ £
Movies £ £

15. Have you made any arrangements with your family to receive any income for the
work that you do at home or on the home farm? Explain the arrangement and
the amount received.

RECREATION AJD LEISURE TIME

I. In what organizations or leisure-time activities, do you participate?

Organization Times the Times you No, of Office Place Act. Dues Length Remarks
or activity club meets attended members held is held paid of mem
per year  per year bership

CoxNoTRwWNT

[E



10.

11.

12.

4.
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Schedule No.
—4—
What activities do you feel are most enjoyable to yourself?
1.
2

What activity or event do you feel you derive the most benefit from?
1.

2.

What newspapers do you read? (regularly)

1.

2.

What magazines have you read in the last year?

1.

2.

3.

What books have you read in the last year?

1.

2.

Where do you obtain the materials that you read?

1.

2.

Bo you use the public library? Traveling library?
1. None available ' 4* Uses regularly
2. Available, but do not use 5. No response
3. Used during last year

To what extent do you go to the movies for entertainment?

How do you like movies?(Your general opinion)
Do you depend on commercial recreation for the major part of your amusement?

Is there any conscious effort in your family to have sociability and recreation
for its members in the home? If so, how?

VJhat would you say the most valuable addition is that your community could
make to its present recreational program.

l. 2. 3.

SPECIAL PROBLEVS
Do you feel that your health is being cared for adequately? Remarks.

Were there or are there any factors that are delaying or have delayed your
marriage?

1.

2.

3.

Do you feel that there are factors which are beyond your control, that are
limiting your occupational wants?

2.

3.

After talking over your situation, your problems, and your wants, what do you
feel are the main problems which you face?

1.

2.

3.
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10.

11.

12.

15.

14.
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