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i V  I'm Dying Is 

On Fib. 25, Jamtt Hurlty, a nal+ttati lawytrfrom Bloomjltld, 
Conn., didavidiotapfd talk for aeonftrtna on AIDS—th* frz*imo> 
nyofa man dying of it. Exctrpta 

M y name is Jim Hurlty, and I've aiked to speak to you 
today because I hart AIDS. 

I contracted loeions on my arm in March of 1980, 

Ur7forawS^addkd  ̂ TH L D K E A M 
lymphoma cancer with AIDS 
potitive factor. Ha died on 
March 6 of la«t ytar. And a 
week after that I developed 
tome Ittiont. I'd had nu­
merous symptoms of what's 
known as AIDS-related com­
plex for a ytar, so 1 watnt 
rtally turprited. But, at I of-
tan ttll friendt, I wat very 
shocked. I wtnt into denial, 
which it the initial stag* of 
any terminal or ttriout 111-
nttt. And after a week or 
two, I rtally stopped tttlng 
thoee Ittiont, and I did not go 
and ttt my doctor. I waited 
until June. The leeions wtrt 
Kapoti's sarcoma, a form of 
cancer, and it wouldn't have 

the u r , F A M  
them bioptitd and was told that I had Kaposi's sarcoma. 

Slnot I had known so manyptople who had already died, 1 should 
have known what he meant But I went Into almost a minor state of 
shock, and I told him I didn't know what he was talking about. 

He explained again: "Kaposi's sarcoma" 
And 1 said, "1 don't know what that Is." 
And he looked at me In disbelief and said, "Jim—I'm talking 

about AIDS." 
And it was such a shock to me. I still somehow believed that it 

wouldn't happen to me. Well, it did. 
When I first oon traded AIDS, I called my best friend. And At had 

AOS—he has since died. I called a couple of other people. And 
then I called my lawyer*. I said, "I have AIDS, and this Is America, 
and 1 know that therefore I need an attorney." And what ho told mo 
to do was not to say a word at work about having AIDS. I was told by 
my attorney that I could be fired based on an old rule in the law 

FKttm Ah CfcMMt OMHQ Drinil tm Prm TV ttlumt Until 

called customer preference, and that it that tha employer would 
say, "Wt don't mind that Jim hat AIDS. But our clitntt don't want 
to deal with tomtont who hat AIDS." 

I continued to try to work for a couplt of month*, I wanted very 
much to work. And finallv I iutt physically could not do It any 
longer. I couldnt get out or bed until 10 in the morning. I wat dead 
by 2 in the afternoon. I didn't have more than a few productive 

r f n w/ r n r hour* i day. I had an Infection 
Ul- J-lowers in my lungt that wat bootting 

my temperature up to 104 de-
greee, four or five timet a day, 
with profute sweating. No cir­
cumstance under which to 
work. But even in the periods 
where I could have done some 
work, I could be fired. So my 
lawyer had me stop working. I 
couldn't be fired if I waa at 
home on sick pay. 

I've had AIDS now for al­
most a veer, and I will proba­
bly die from it I attumt that 1 
will. I have a very strong feel­
ing that I had about a year and 
three-quarters and that I will 
die in the fall of this year. 
That's just a feeling. I could be 
completely wrong. But that ia 
my reeling about it 

OF Fl n So AIDS is not my problem, 
and by that I mean there's not 

much that my doctors can do for me. There's a virus in my body 
that is eating my tissue and my organs. And tomttlmtt I wake up 
at night, and I can actually ttnte itt prtttnoe, eating away. I have 
days when my calves and my thighs Just fall forward on the leg, off 
the bone and off the muscle. It's oecaute the tlttue's being eaten. 

Icot AIDS in a sexually promiacuous time, in the late 70s in 
New York, when we didnt know what was out there. People 
like myself, who've grown up in a technological society, be> 
lieved that there would be a pill or a drug or an antibiotic that 

would cure any sexually transmitted disease I had. And ihit 
worked for many yeara. 8o I caught AIDS, to to speak, out of 
ignoranoe. And I caught It at a time when no one else knew about It 
It nils me when I hear one of these reporters mention that the 
babiee who oontract AIDS through their mother are the Innocent 
victims of AIDS, as though the rest of us are somehow guilty 
victims. There's no such thing at an innocent or guilty victim of 
AIDS. Either you have AIDS or you dont have AIDS. It doeent 
make any difference how it wss contracted. To have it is to have a 

»that will end your life. 
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v That anyont has AIDS is a tragedy. But we live in a society that 
very much wanted to believe that this was a gay disease. And 
somehow if it's a gay disease, and gay people are just going to kill 
themselves off, it won't affect the rest of us, or what The New York 
Times would call "the general population." It hurts me very deeply 
to read that Fm not part of the general population. It hurts me very 
deeply to read that it's not important that I have AIDS because i t's 
not affecting most people. 

Many good things have ?• opened to me because of having 
contracted AIDS. Wonderful people have come into my life, and 
I've experienced real intimacy in most of the relationships that 
have been important My sisters have been absolutely remark­
able. My friends have supported me and rallied around me in ways 
that I would never have dreamed possible. I'm affiliated with the 
Friends Meeting in West Hartford, and they have supported me on 
a daily basis in ways that are extraordinary. 

)' I also want to tell you that my parents and I haven't spoken since 
. July. They said that this was the most embarrassing thing that had 
5 ever happened to them. They offered to buy me a place in Florida, 
] where I would go and receive treatment, and no one here in 
Connecticut should know that I was ill. This obviously was unac­
ceptable. I needed support and 

, compassion and love more 
; than I needed anything else. 

And AIDS has opened me to 
j a lot of the power of living. 
First and foremost on my list 
is that I don't work anymore, 
and it gives me time to do 
things that I've always want* 
ed to. I don't have the energy to 
do a lot of the things that I 
would like to do, but I have 
time for sitting, for being with 
people, for reaching out as 
much as I can, for watching 
birds, for reading those books 
that I'd wanted to read for 
years. I'm very grateful not to 
have to work. 

Fve mentioned the inti­
macy that's increased with— 
ah—with knowing that I'm 
going to die soon. And there 
isn't time for cross words. 
There is a preciousness that comes into life, once one begins to grab 
every day as it comes along. There's a sadness too; there are times 
when I just stop and I cry. And I cant believe how good life is today, 
and it's going to end—uh—in the foreeeeable future. 

hat seems so tad to me. There's an overwhelming sadness 
that I sometimes have experienced with a friend. Well 
spend an evening together, or maybe 1*11 spend an after­
noon with four or five of my sisters, and as we're saying 

goodbye, 111 say to myself, "One day will come when 111 say 
goodbye for the last time." And that makes me very sad. And I look 
at my nieces and my nephews and all of my friends, and I think how 
involved 1 am in their lives, and how much I love to hear what 
happens to them and the things they're going through. 

I went to New York out of colkge. I was a teacher, and then an art 
curator. I worked in publicity. And then eventually I went to law 
school.Butlhave friends through all those years, and we were in and 
outofjobs and crazy situations and just grew tolove each other. Andl 
think that in 10 years or 15 years, how much I would love to know 
what's happened to them. And I dont have that—{Hurley'* voice 

3. 

caught]—that luxury. Excuse me. And there's a sadness to that 
But I don't want that sadness to take away from that joy Fm 

talking about because it's all a trade-off. Last fall I had an open-
lung biopsy because they couldn't locate an infection that was 
coming very close to killing me. So I was cut open, and while I was 
in intensive care I only had one or two lucid moments over a 
couple of days. And during one of those moments I thought "Fm 
not ready to die. There's only one cell in my body that is living, 
and I have to put all of the energy into that one cell, and I will 
come back to life.** 

And that was it; I was unconscious again. But I had 
dream states where I thought about that one cell, and 
as I recovered, I went back to that memory. And I was 
so struck by the way we are genetically programmed to 

live, no matter what I hang on, as do all people with any kind of 
•erious illness. They survive because of this genetic program­
ming to live. It's the very essence of the life force, and I really feel 
filled with it 

I hope that one thing that you take from this is the sense that 
every human life is of value. The statistics about AIDS are irrele­

vant Whether it's 30,000 
here, or 600 in England, or 
one in Japan, it's all irrele­
vant Whether a person who 
has AIDS is an Lv.-drugmser, 
or contracted it in the womb, 
or is a mother who contracted 
it from a husband, or is a gay 
man, doesn't matter. That we 
make this matter tells us 
something about ourselves, 
not about the person suffer­
ing from AIDS. And we will I 
hope be mindful of the kind of 
compassion that's needed for 
anyone who is suffering. 

Start to focus on what the 
real issue is, and that's preven­
tion. We know so little about 
AIDS, and yet what's so stun­
ning to me is that we know 
enough to prevent another 
person from ever contracting 
AIDS, and we discuss whether 

we should put that information out We have 30,000cases, it's 1987, 
and we sit around debating whether or not condoms should be 
advertised on TV. 

The issues are such simple issues, once you have AIDS, and once 
you experience blood transftisions on a regular basis, and chemo-
therapy, and oxygen tanks in the bedroom in case you can't 
breathe. Monday morning, I got up and I couldn't walk for two 
hours. The pain in my bones was so great that I just couldn't be on 
my feet And once you begin to deal with theee symptoms on a daily 
basis, it all looks crazy that people want to sit around and discuss 
what we should do about AIDS. It's too late. These are arguments 
that we should have had a few years ago. There's no doubt about 
how AIDS is passed. There's no doubt in my mind about how it was 
passed to me. What we should bs doing is educating people. 

Fm going to stop here, but I want to cloee by just saying; I hare 
AIDS, and AIDS is not my problem any longer. AIDS is your 
problem, and 1 hope you'll do something about it Thank you for 
listening. 

Dm daye later, on March 7, Hurley died. He wag 33 year* old. 
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Kenneth Lithgow's horrifying Someone Died in the Bar Last Night (1986, acrylic). 

A^-Tipr W s-pLk- - AFFg^Tfct? ferf" 

A ' l  »  P ' S  <  

Lar Lubovitch's Concerto Six Twenty-two. 
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"We all grow numb to death because to stay in 
mourning would ruin our lives. With death all 
around, it teaches me to cherish life to the 
fullest..." —Kenny Scharf 

Arnie Zone's The Gift: No God Logic, a title, he says, that reflects his "deep-seated anger." 

Scharfs Untitled (1986, oil) is "about conflict and internal invasion." 



Elaine de Kooning's 1986 oil, Aladar #5. from a series in tribute to her friend Aladar Marberger. 

"There was always his electric strength of will 
that I felt when I was doing the portraits. I was 
picking up on this resolve and determination. It 
was as though every contour of his body and face j 
was determination to survive. And of course, 

• having it down on canvas, that was saying, 'Here 
I am and I'm here to stay.' " —Elaine de Kooning! 
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