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Preface 

"Hesources of Broadwater County'* is a comprehensive study of 

the human and physical resources of Broadwater County, Montana. It 

is designed to provide information usable as guidelines for such 

individuals as County Extension Agents, Conservation personnel, and 

many others, who may find it necessary to gain a quick understanding 

and background of the area. The information describes principally 

the situation of today, hut also takes a look into some of the past, 

as well as the future. 

United States Department of Agriculture agencies and other 

public service personnel should find the information helpful in the 

planning of work programs, particularly if these individuals are 

relatively new to the area. Upon the acceptance of the report by 

the graduate committee, copies will be supplied to all U.S.D.A. and 

other public service offices of Broadwater County, the County Library, 

and to any individuals who may desire such. 

"Resources of Broadwater County'* should serve as a reference 

for a period of not more than five years (1967 - 1972), hence at 

the end of this period of time, I would recommend that the report 

be updated to reflect whatever changes have taken place, and the 

apparent trends at that time. 
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HISTQjjY 

County Orlnln 

’’On Inarch 1, 1C97, Broadwater County was formed by an act of 

the State Legislature. Broadwater was formed from portions of Meagher 

and Jefferson Counties, located in west central Montana and being one 

of the younger counties in the state.”* 

The Missouri Kiver passes through the center of the county, 

and its valleys reach from the southern to the northern boundaries, 

a distance of about 50 miles in length. The Elkhorn Mountains on the 

west and the Big Belt Mountains on the north and east form a natural 

pattern for the county boundary lines. Between these mountain ranges 

lies the Missouri Hiver Valley, with some of the finest farming land 

in Montana. This area is favored with many mountain streams, springs 

and the Missouri lUver itself for irrigation in the principal parts 

of the valley. The county is noted for many prominent and early day 

settlers, who were attracted to the area in the early 60*s by mining 

interests. In these early days mining was probably more actively 

engaged in, than farming and cattle raising, but today agriculture 

is the stable industry. 

Tmvns 

Townsend, the county seat and the principal town in the county, 

has existed since 1803. At that time the old town of Centerville on 

^"Townsend Star”, (Newspaper), May 10, 1907, (Information relating to 
history). 
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the Missouri iliver was moved to the present location of Townsend on 

the route of the Northern Pacific Railroad, thereafter the town of 

Centerville ceased to exist and the new town of Townsend was named 

after an official of the railroad. With the arrival of the railroad 

in 1683, the town grew rapidly, due to its location in the center of 
p 

the milling, farming and stock raising area. "Today, Townsend has a 

population of approximately l,5CO"2 3 * 5 and is the educational, financial 

and social center of the county. 

Toston is a small town on the Missouri River, 11 miles south 

of Townsend, and was the shipping point for the mining town of 

Radersburg.^ The population of Toston is less than 100 people, and 

consists of a post office, one store, and one saloon, besides the 

few residences. 

One of the early mining settlements of the county, Radersburg, 

Is located 20 miles southwest of Townsend. "Radersburg was originally 

the county seat of Jefferson County when it became part of Broadwater 

in the land transfer from Jefferson to create Broadwater County in 

1697. Radersburg was named in honor cf Rueben Rader, one of the early 
5 pioneers." Radersburg is now nearly deserted, with a population of 

approximately 100 people. 

2Ibid. 
3Broadsvatcr County Clerk and Recorder's Annual Report, June, 1%2 
and 1964. 

^"Townsend Star", op.cit. 
5Ibid. 
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Tho town of Winston which is 13 miles north of Townsend, was 

named for the Winston brothers who migrated to Montana from Virginia, 

after the Civil War. It became another shipping point for the mining 

industry in the vicinity nearby.** At the present time Winston is 

little more than a roadside stop, with about 50 residents. 

Lombard lies approximately 20 miles south of Townsend, and is 

almost non-existent, with no one presently residing there. 

Extension Service 

Extension work started in Broadwater County in the year of 

1933, the names of Extension Agents serving the county and their terms 
7 

are as follows: 

°Ralph E. Ward - December 1, 1933 - October 15, 1935 
‘HValdo 0. Zimstein - October 16, 1935 - April 30, 1946 
°C. W. Vaughn - May, 1946 - June 10, 1947 

No agent - June 11, 1947 - April 6, 1949 

Edward J. Garnett - April 11, 1949 - April 9, 1954 
Stanley W. Howard - July 1, 1954 - November 30, 1956 

William J. Cutler - June 10, 1946 - September 7, 1956 
Frank A. Carter - December 22, 1958 - July 1, 1961 

-tFrank A. Carter - January 1959 - July 1960 

+Wayne D. Gibson - July 1, 1961 - May 1, 1962 
•^Victor L. Uoxsey - May 1, 1962 - July 1, 1962 

Resigned July 1, 1963 
Lee Hart - July 1, 1963 

^Jointly with Lewis and Clark County 
bounty Agent at Largo 
"♦Jointly with Meagher County 

6Ibid. 

'.Annual Reports. Broadwater County Extension Service, Townsend, 
Montana, 1933-1966. 
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COUNTY SIZS 

The overall total acreage of the county is listed as 766,720. 

The acres of cultivated land is 21,626? while the acres of irrigated 

land totals 39,474. Forest acres total 50,631 and the range land 

amounts to 408,515 acres. Cities, roads, etc., take out of agricul- 

8 
tural use 6,415 acres. 

POPULATION 

The population has not varied much over a 30-year period. 

The 1930 census shows there were 2,730 people; 1940 - 3,451; 1950 - 

2,522; and I960 - 2,604. There are at the present time approximately 

1,509 men and 1,295 women in the county, with 54 percent of them 

living in Townsend. In 1960 there were only ten other counties with 

fewer people than Eiroadwater. Also in 1960, 691 families were living 

9 in the county. 

LABOR FORCE AND tfAGS RATES 

The total labor force in the county amounts to 1,508 at the 

present time, with the number of unemployed and under-employed ranging 

at about 124. The reasons for unemployment and under-employment are 

due mostly to the seasonal tisber work, and seasonal farm and ranch 

Montana Agriculture Statistics. Montana Department of Agriculture, 
Volume IV - IX. 

9 United States Census Onta-1960. Montana, Broadwater County. 



work. Average prevailing wage for unskilled labor ranges from a low 

of $.90 to a high of $2.50/hr., skilled labor ranges from a low of 

$1.SO/hr. to a hi0h of $4.00/]ir.i0 

FACILITIES 

education 

Broadwater is one of the few remaining counties that is 

served by a county-wide high school. In 1963 a $430,000 addition 

was made at the high school, and at this time the facilities are 

excellent. 

Tho Townsend elementary school is a fairly new structure, 

having been built in 1950, and is now operating at full capacity 

for the space available. In the past, the rural areas have been 

served by four grade schools. In the year 1964-65, the Winston 

school closed due to an insufficient number of students; Hadorsburg 

for the same reason in 1965-66. Those still operating include Toston 

with three teachers, and Crow Creek, two teachers. 

HThe total enrollment for the rural elementary schools totals 

104 pupils, the overall enrollment of the elementary schools in the 

county total 401. There are 227 students in the county high school, 

^Unemployment Compensation Committee (Interview), Helena, Montana, 
(Information relating to employment, wages, etc.). 
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with no private or parochial schools in the county. The county is 

served by six school buses* which transport students to and from two 

of the rural schools, as well as the elementary and high school in 

Townsend.”1* 

At the present time* Mrs. Paul (Hath) Carson, is the County 

Superintendent of Schools and under her jurisdiction are a total of 

620 students in the schools of Broadwater County. There is a total 

of 848 school age children that are between the ages of 5 and 10 
12 years. 

There are no junior, 4-year colleges, or universities in the 

county. Of those who do attend college, the ratio is pretty well 

divided between Montana State University at Bozeman, Western Montana 

College of Education at Dillon, Carroll College in Helena, and the 

University of Montana at Missoula. In the past few years there has 

been a steady increase in the number of students from this county 

going on to college, in 1961 - 10 students, 1962 - 13, 1963 - 14, 

1964 - 22, 1965 - 25, and in 1966 - 26. Those continuing on in what 

would bo considered a vocational - technical training school have 
13 ranged from about four to six students each year. 

^Office of Broadwater County Superintendent of Schools, (Interview), 
(Information related to schools, education, etc.) 

12Ibid. 
13Ibid. 
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Cultural Fncllitles 

Broadwater County is served by one county library, which is 

housed in the bnsecjent of the county court house, in Townsend. In 

1962, the library received a ccciplete revamping, additional bookshelves 

were added and an additional room was put into use. New painting 

and new lighting fixtures created a better atmosphere. An active 

Library Board attempts to keep the library as up-to-date as finances 

will permit. 

In addition to this, the county has recently entered into an 

agreement with Lewis 6 Clark and Badison Counties for the use of a 

bookmobile. Through such the county has access to more and better 

books than could bo provided formerly. Contacts are maintained with 

the State Extension Library with as much use as possible made of 

SUCK. There are few other cultural facilities available in the county. 

A very limited collection of museum items is maintained at 

the court house. Recently, interest has been high among several 

individuals in regard to establishing a museum for the county. It 

is known that a considerable number of items of historical value in 

the area would be available for such a collection, but the limiting 

factor has been the lack of necessary funds and a building to bring 

a museum into reality. This is a community project that should re¬ 

ceive added attention within the near future. 
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Religious onri Holntod Activities 

Townsend proper includes six churches; Baptist, Catholic, 

Episcopal, Methodist, Lutheran, and Latter Day Saints. Toston has two 

churches: Catholic and Methodist. Radersburg has a Methodist church. 

The Followers of Christ meet in members* hemes throughout the county. 

County wide, there are 16 adult and youth groups affiliated with these 

different churches and religions. Throe of the churches in Townsend 

proper are new buildings within the last three years, and a fourth 

one is presently under construction. 

According to the Townsend Market Survey, the majority of the 

residents feel they are moderately or highly satisfied with the 

churches,^ 

Recreational Facilities 

It is felt that recreation potentials are unlimited in Broad¬ 

water County. In looking at the long range 20-year plan of the area 

from the Regional Forest Service Office, it is stated that recreation 

is the one phase that will show a steady increase in demands for 

revenue and work load, until it will by far out-weigh all other phases 
15 of forest service emphasis. 

l^Iownsend Market Area Survey. Montana Cooperative Extension Service, 
Bulletin 1045, June 1966. 

*u0. S. Forest Service Long Range Plan. Helena National Forest, 
Townsend District, 1965. 
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Hunting and fishing facilities are a big attraction in the 

county. There is an open season each year for big game hunting of 

deer and elk. Approximately 100 antelope permits are also available. 

Canyon Ferry Lake forms a natural bird refuge for thousands 

of ducks and geese. Goose hunting is a very popular sport in the area 

each fall. Pheasants are predominate in numbers throughout the county, 

plus many other species of upland game birds. Broadwater County 

has one of the very few existing wild turkey populations, where an 

open season is held each year. 

Many small streams throughout the county are noted for fishing 

as well as the Missouri Hivcr and the large lake formed by Canyon 

Ferry dam. Winter fishing through the ice on the lake is a very 

popular sport. 

During the summer, boating is also very popular, as well as 

fishing and water skiing that goes along with such. Recreational 

facilities around the lake, such as camp grounds and boat docks are 

very limited. The lack of trees and beautification is the main reason 

for the lack of recreational facilities being developed to the full 

potential. Several cold water lakes in the surrounding mountain areas 

usually offer good fishing for those who are willing to hike or pack 

to them. 

With the creation of the new Montana Outdoor Recreation 

Department, Townsend residents were quick to jump on the band wagon, 

for they received the first grant in all of the N.lf. States, of 
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matching UecroatIon-Conservation funds available for development of 

recreational facilities. This amounted to $87,000 which went toward 

the construction of a new swiiaaing pool, wading pool, picnic facilities, 

playground equipment, and complete landscaping, which overall forms 

Townsend’s newly developed city park. This park (even though a city 

project) will fulfill a long overdue need for such facilities to all 

residents of the county, as well as being a fine tourist attraction. 

The demand for winter recreation facilities has been expand¬ 

ing by leaps and bounds. The residents of Townsend along with the 

assistance of the Forest Service have within the last couple of 

years, developed on adequate ski run on the base of Grassy fountain, 

near the deep Creek highway. Skiing has become popular almost over¬ 

night and attracts many residents from the nearby city of Helena, as 

well as many of the other smaller towns in the surrounding counties. 

This slope offers the best skiing facilities for the city of Helena; 

thus, there is a need for further development of this enterprise. 

The Grassy Mountain ski slope affords further development 

but on a limited basis. It could never reach the potential of accom¬ 

modations available at many of the larger ski runs around the state. 

Aside from this, there is a possibility in a second site selection, 

whereby the Forest Service knows it would offer at least two weeks 

additiona skiing time in the spring, as well as being a more expansive 

ski area. This one winter sport with proper development of the area 
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could attract hundreds of additional shi enthusiasts into the county. 

This would have a tremendous effect and bearing on the overall economy 
1A 

of the area. 

Other recreational facilities in the county are two city parks 

in the Townsend area, and the newest and proudest addition to the 

county, the Townsend Sodeo grounds. In 1964, Townsend experienced 

its first rodeo it had held in many, many years, which proved to be 

a tremendous success as well as a big boom to the community. Plans 

are to develop further the rodeo grounds, to include fair ground 

facilities, which could someday host stock shows, horse races, as 

well as the annual rodeo. 

The Townsend Market Area Survey illustrated that 70 percent 

of the residents considered the public parks, play grounds and general 

city appearance of Townsend to be ’'fair” or "good”. The parks, play 

grounds, etc., are acceptable to the majority of the residents, but 

about one-fifth (1/5) of the survey respondents gave these facilities 

a ’’poor" or "very poor" rating. The lowest rating was given by those 
17 respondents in the retired and professional groups of people. 

Accommodations for tourists coming into the county are still 

somewhat limited. At the present time, this consists of two hotels, 

and four motels, two of which ore new. 

16IbiU. 
17 Townsend fcnrket Area Survey, op. cit. 
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Entertainment 

The entertainment in Townsend has an "elderly” image* Seventy- 

one (71) percent of the respondents to the Townsend Market Survey, 

60 years of ago and over, report the entertainment in Townsend is 

"fair” or ”good”. In contrast, 77 percent of the 20 to 29 age bracket 

report the entertainment in Townsend as "poor” or "very poor”. 

Seventy-five (75) percent of the respondents rate the enter¬ 

tainment lower than ”goodM, Townsend businessmen rate the entertain¬ 

ment higher than other occupational groups and the employees and pro¬ 

fessional tic for the lowest rating. 

The Townsend businessmen probably have more influence on what 

type of entertainment comes to Townsend than the employees and, 

because of the numbers involved, the older people probably have more 

influence than the younger people. If this assumption is true, the 

entertainment image in Townsend will not change without a change in 

attitude of these two groups. (They may actually be the same people.) 

Encouragement from the older citizens and the businessmen could 

attract the entertainment desired by employees, professional people, 

and the younger set. This effort along with others might attract 

people to live in Townsend, work in Helena and may help restructure 

the economy of Townsend in the next 35 years. 

18 Ibid. 
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Commercial 

'’Commercial facilities include three grocery stores, three 

cafes, one coffee shop, two department stores, two barber shops, two 

beauty shops, seven service stations, four hardware stores, one news¬ 

paper office, three auto sales with garage facilities, two insurance 

agencies, two law offices, two drug stores, and four farm machinery 

and implement dealerships. Kecent additions include one new real 

estate office, and one auto parts store,^ Other commercial facilities 

that people feel would have potential would be a shoe repair shop 

and a dry cleaning establishment. 

Health Service - Belated Programs 

Broadwater County is served by one county hospital, which has 

a 30 bed capacity. There are no clinics, but first aid services are 

available. The county health program consists of a doctor as the 

county health officer, but there is no county health nurse. The 

county doctor also serves as sanitarian and works in conjunction with 

the county health council. The county has the services of two doctors 

and one dentist, but no oculists. The county is served by one local 

veterinarian plus several neighboring veterinarians. The general 

consensus of the county health program seems to be that it is adequate, 

but could be greatly strengthened. 

10 
'Townsend, published by Townsend Chamber of Commerce, 1961. 
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The Broadwater Chapter of the American Bed Cross is quite 

active within the county and conducts at least one or two Ked Cross 

first aid courses each year. In addition to this they sponsor one or 

two individuals to an aquatic school each year, so the county always 

has qualified swimming instructors available. Swimming classes are 

conducted each summer for about 50 to 75 boys and girls, but the 

program in the past has been greatly hampered by lack of proper 

facilities, with classes being conducted at one of the safer areas 

along the lake. 

The Extension homemakers have sponsored the Bedical Self Help 

classes during the past year, having provided the training for sou© 

145 individuals. Their long range goal is to reach one member of 

every family in the county with the training. 

A complete new sewage and water system has been installed in 

the town of Townsend within the last five years. 

In 1964 a new underground street drainage system was installed 

for the drainage of main street. This has the capacity for handling 

all of the other streets in Townsend if and when development is 

desired. 

The relationships of Extension to the county health program 

would be mainly through the education of the people in trying to 

stimulate interest and desire in having cleaner facilities, and 

upgraded living conditions. The Townsend Mosquito Control District 

is centered around the Extension Service with the County Extension 

Agent serving on the Board of Supervisors. 
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Housing 

Homes In the Townsend area are in general, quite good, with 

almost all having modern living facilities, fienting accommodations 

are very limited, but usually adequate to meet the demand. The 1960 

Census Oata shows that of the 691 families living in the county, 608 
20 married couples own their own households. 

County Rest Home 

The old county rest home, being inadequate to suffice the needs 

of the elderly citizens, was sold to the Bureau of Heclamation. The 

newly proposed one met the approval of the voters at a special bond 

issue election and cost $130,500 for a 17 bed unit. This facility has 

the capacity of handling expansion up to a 31 bed unit. 

Public Utilities 

Electrical .and Communication 

tiontana Power Company aud the Vigilante Electric Cooperative 

serve all the power needs of the county. Mountain States Telephone 

and Telegraph Company serves nearly all the county with direct dis¬ 

tance dialing phene service. The county is completely served by 

telephone and there are no telephone toll areas. Post offices are 

located at Townsend, Tosion, Winston and Eadersburg. hural areas are 

also covered by rural free delivery. The outgoing and incoming mail 

*" United States Census i)atn-196Q. op. cit. 
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of the county is served by both bus and railroad, there is no direct 

air mail service out of Townsend. The county is covered by one weekly 

newspaper, MThe Townsend Star”, daily papers carried by most residents 

are the "Great Fails Tribune", "Helena Independent”, and the "Montana 

Standard". Broadwater has no radio or TV stations, but does receive 

coverage supplied by stations at Great Falls, Butte, and Helena. 

Additional radio coverage is received from Bozeman and Belgrade. Poor 

radio reception is received from local stations at night. Extension 

Service participates in a weekly TV program from Butte. 

Transportation 

Broadwater County is well supplied with transportation 

facilities. East-west traffic travels on U. S. Highway No. 12 

(formerly State Highway No. 6) which goes through Townsend and courses 

east along Deep Creek Canyon to White Sulphur Springs, Montana and 

across Montana to points east. State Highway No. 287 is the north- 

south road known as the Park to Park Houte (Yellowstone to Glacier) 

which starts at the junction of Interstate 90 near Three Forks, 

Montana. Adequate rural roads cover the county with a high percentage 

paved or improved. 

Two railroads service the county. The Northern Pacific follows 

the Missouri Ulver north to Toston, Montana where it almost parallels 

State Highway 207 to the northern edge of the county at Claysoil 

(Louisville). The Milwaukee road traverses the southern part of the 

county. 
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Bus linos serving the county include: Greyhound Lines, 

Canyon Lines, and the Northern Pacific. Near Townsend is an airport 

equipped with 4,000 feet of seal coat asphalt. Helena, 35 Giles to 

the north is the closest city served by scheduled commercial airline 

service. Numerous motor freight truck lines pass through the county. 

ECONOMIC SITUATION 

General 

The financial situation of Townsend is considered to be good, 

even though the small city has started an extensive building and 

improvement program. The income within the county is good at the 

present, however, land prices and operating costs are high. The 

indebtedness is on the increase in many cases, as units (farms) are 

being sold at very high prices, and only part payments are being made. 

It is estimated that over 50 percent of the farms in the county have 

real estate debts on their property. Hanchers are selling for as 

high as $700 per animal unit, and this situation brings about a poor 

return on the investment capital. 

Hesults taken from the Townsend Market Survey indicate that 

more than one-fourth (1/4) of the residents have a gross income of 

$9,000 or over. This high income reflects the gross income from the 

farm sector. Forty (40) percent of the respondents have a gross in¬ 

come under $5,000 and 20 percent have less than $3,000. The lowest 

income bracket includes the retired segment of the population.21 

^Townsend Market Area Survey, op. cit. 
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Credit 

Broadwater County is served by only one in-county bank, The 

State Bank of Townsend, but in addition to this, a considerable amount 

of banking business is handled through firms in Bozeman and Helena. 

The Townsend bank does not have an agricultural advisor, but does 

make small agricultural loans, plus, they now process loans for the 

Federal Housing Administration. Even though it is a reasonably small 

bank it is felt that within the past couple of years, there has been 

almost a complete renovation of the banking operation, which has 

resulted in a remarkably better attitude towards agricultural loans, 

and the support of the whole community. 

Production Credit facilities are administered through offices 

in Helena and Bozeman, which along with Broadwater, take in about a 

six county area, and is called the Gallatin Production Credit Asso¬ 

ciation. The Farmers Home Administration is administered through a 

Helena office, with representatives traveling to the county on a 

regular weekly schedule. There are no credit unions or short term 

loan companies operating in the county, other than some of the local 

insurance companies, which operate strictly on a personal clientele 

basis. 

In general the governmental financial situation in the county 

seems very good, the county itself has been operating quite success¬ 

fully with head above water for several years. Tho financial situation 

of the schools could be considered good in part of the county and only 
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fair in other parts, Many of the rural schools are older structures 

that are in need of inproveocnt. 

Welfare 

It is felt that Broadwater County Is quite fortunate in having 

very few welfare, or relief cases. At the present time, there are 

four families of women with children receiving benefits, 22 who apply 

under the old ago assistance, and six under aid to the disabled. 
no 

General relief cases average two to three annually. 

In total this is the extent of the welfare program for the 

county. The trend has been constant for several years, with no fore¬ 

seeable changes or alterations in the future. Percentage wise the 

number of welfare cases for Broadwater County is far below many of the 

surrounding areas of the state. 

Taxation 

The following information is taken from the Broadwater County 

Clerk and ilecorder’s Eeport, along with the taxes levied in 1966:23 

•'‘"Office of Broadwater County Welfare, (Interview), (Information 
related to Welfare). 

^Broadwater Countv Clerk and ftecorde^s Annual Kenort. op. clt. 
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1966 Taxes Levied in Broadwater County 

Amount of Taxable 
Purpose of Fund Levied Valuation 

Mills 
Levied 

Amount 
of Levies 

General Fund 4,799,630.00 17.8 85,561.39 
Bond Fund 4,048,405,00 2.24 9,042.91 
Poor Fund 4,799,630.00 3.84 18,398.52 
Bridge Fund 4,799,630.00 .31 1.452.12 
Library 4,799,630.00 .77 3,677.20 
Greater Univ. Milage Funds 5.50 28,327.68 
State Livestock Funds (all) 22.00 5,146.74 
General School Funds 24.00 115,416.90 
Special High School 28.29 136,517.15 
Town of Townsend 75.687 52,337.99 
Mosquito 2.00 1,505.61 
Best Home Bond 2.20 11,937.73 
Soil Conservation District .25 485.75 
Hodent Control .25 485.76 
Noxious fteed Control 2.00 3,866.03 

iNnysTiry 

Industry outside of agriculture is quite limited, with the 

exception of lumber. During the period from early settlement to 1955 

the timber harvest in Broadwater County was small. Maximum volume 

harvested on both private and public lands during this period was 

approximately 1/2 million board feet. Approximately five to ten workers 

were engaged in the timber industry during this period and the lumber 

was sold mainly for local use. 

The year 1955, when the Townsend Lumber Company was founded, 

was the turning point for the timber industry in this area. At the 

present, approximately 100 people are directly affected. The annual 

production, in the county, is about 10 million board feet per year. 

Of this total, approximately 8 million board feet come fro© public 
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24 
lands. Some of the tiisber that is processed in Broadwater County comes 

from neighboring counties. "Growth studies indicate a sustained yield 
25 harvest of approximately 6 million board feet in Broadwater County." 

lining still continues, with the most recent development being 

the Marietta mine, located fifteen miles from Townsend. This mining 

company installed a new mill two years ago and is now milling 15 tons 

of ore daily with a capacity of 300 tons. Principal metal from the 

Marietta is gold, with some silver and lead. 

Three years ago Broadwater County accumulated a vast amount of 

surplus alfalfa hay. With this being the situation, an alfalfa pellet¬ 

ing plant set up in the county on a temporary basis, and did a fine 

business for nearly o year, until the volume of hay was depleted. As 

the price of hay fluctuates from year to year, there may be opportunity 

for such a pelleting plant or dehydrating plant in the community at a 

later date. 

One of the most recent industrial ideas to come before the 

spotlight is that of a fish hatchery, at the big spring south of Toston. 

This spring flows approximately 600 inches of water year in and year 

out, and the temperature of the water never varies. The water is owned 

by the water users of the Big Spring Ditch Association, which desires 

some added revenue. 

24 Montana Agriculture Statistics, op. cit. 

** D. S. Forest Service Long Range Plan, op. cit. 



Several years ago, the possibility of a fish hatchery for 

this spring was investigated and at that tiiae the water was determined 

to be within 1° of what is considered an ideal temperature for such. 

At that time negotiations could not be reached, but now the whole 

idea is being revitalized. If such were to cooe about, it could mean 

the addition of any where from 5 to 20 families in the county. 

ORGANIZATIONS 

Extension 

Homemakers 

At the present time there are four active home demonstration 

clubs in the county* and a newly organised hone demonstration council. 

Two of the clubs are within the Townsend proper, one in the agricul¬ 

tural area east of Townsend, and the fourth in the agricultural area 

south of Townsend. Three of these clubs were organized within the 

past year, and are having their difficulties keeping interested and 

organized. There is probably a sufficient number of clubs in the 

areas covered to accommodate those who desire the program. 

Another area which is not covered by home demonstration clubs, 

where there may be a future possibility of organizing one, is Kinston. 

The home demonstration program has been operating in the county since 

1962, but because the program is still new, it leaves many things to 

be desired. Although there will never be opportunity to support a 

full time homo economics agent in the county, a part time agent or 

one of temporary tenure, would bo a tremendous asset to the program. 
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Either way. in the future years it will be necessary for a county 

agent to devote much time to the home demonstration program to keep 

it actively organized and the women interested. 

4-H Programs 

At the present time, there arc seven 4-H clubs in the county, 

with an overall enrollment of approximately 110 members. In addition 

to this, the county is blessed with an active leaders council comprised 

of about 18 to 20 leaders, and an even more active junior leaders 

organization. The 4-H council has been organized since 1935, while 

the junior leaders group is a more recent effort, having just started 

in 1964. hovenuo for the council is derived mostly from an annual bake 

sale and food basket raffle, plus rent from a homemade tree planter 

constructed in 1965. &uch of the council money goes towards sponsor¬ 

ship of a 4-8 awards banquet held each fall. The junior leaders* 

main interest as an organization, is to participate in a trip exchange 

every other year, having started in 1965 with one to Canada. 

Potential of additional 4-b clubs in the county should be at 

least one or two. There is some additional interest by boys and girls 

around Townsend, but the number of clubs mainly hinges around the 

population which has not shown any substantial increases in several 

years. In general, interest and support toward the 4-H program is 

quite high throughout the county and the more the program can be 

improved, the more children it will eventually involve. With many 

of the leaders being quite new at the role, leader training will be 

most important in the next few years. Through the use of better trained 
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leaders and more involvement of the junior leaders, most of the 4-H 

activities in the county can bo made more meaningful and purposeful. 

Other 

liain service groups in the community include: Hotary, Jaycees, 

Jayceens, and the Townsend Chamber of Commerce. Youth organizations 

other than 4-H clubs include Scouts and church groups. Farm organi¬ 

zations include the Farm Bureau, and the Farmers Union, both of which 

have been functioning for a number of years and are still quite active 

today. Special designated areas in the county include the Broadwater 

Soil and $ater Conservation District, which comprises 535,000 acres 
26 and was organized in 1945. This District is considered to be one of 

the more active districts in the state. The Broadwater County lifoed 

Control District was organized in the spring of 1965. The Townsend 

Mosquito Control District includes 960 acres surrounding the proper of 

Townsend, and is actively engaged each summer. One irrigation district 

is presently organized, the Crow Creek District south of Toston, which 

is supplied with water from the Missouri River. 

The Whitetail Grazing Association, is one of the newest desig¬ 

nated areas organized, but this case is not comprised of any land within 

the county. The fthitetail grazing range itself is located in Meagher 

County, but is about 80 percent owned by ranchers in Broadwater County. 

26 Broadwater Conservation Needs Inventory. United State Soil 
Conservation Service* 1961. 
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The range when it reaches its potential in development will accommodate 

about 2400 head of cows. This $672,000 purchase will be a valuable 

asset to the Broadwater ranchers in the future. 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

Most of the organized efforts towards community development or 

improvement have stemmed around the organized Rural Area Development 

Program, but not all projects can be directly correlated with RAD. 

Since its organization, the other clubs and groups in the 

county have closely operated on the RAD principle. Organizations 

within the Townsend area which could be considered planning groups 

include: Rodeo and Fair Board, Chamber of Commerce, Ski Club, Town¬ 

send Womens Club and Townsend Garden Club. RAD Committees also have 

available a complete list of organizations in the county (109) which 

includes the officers, and meeting nights of the various groups. 

These listings are available through the County Extension Office, but 

need to be revised annually. 

PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS AND RESOURCES 

Topography 

The surface features of Broadwater County, as in other counties 

in central Montana, are largely the result of volcanic and dynamic 

forces, which produced the mountain ranges, and the subsequent erosion 

and deposition of sediment material on the mountain slopes and in the 

intermountain basin. 
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The faore prominent physiographic features of the county are the 

Big Belt Mountains, its main divide forming the boundary between 

Broadwaterand Meagher Counties. Their average elevation is over 7,000 

feet above sea level with the higher peaks such as Mount Baldy and 

Edith rising to 9,600 feet. The Big Belt Mountains cover 364 square 

miles in Broadwater County and the more rugged timbered sections are 

included in the Helena National Forest. 

The Elkhorn Mountains occupy a large area in the northwestern 

part of the county. These mountains have about the same average 

elevation as that of the Big Belts. The Elkhorn Mountains cover 187 

square miles in the county and the timbered sections are included in 

the Helena National Forest. 

The intermountain basin known as the "Townsend Basin" between 

the Elkhorn and Big Belt Mountains are the site of an inland lake 

formed during prehistoric ages. The water accumulated behind the 

mountain uplifts before the Missouri Hiver cut its present channel 

through the mountains to the north. The lake covered the basin to a 

great depth, and sediments were deposited over its entire area which 

included the tablelands, benchlands, gently rolling lands and stream 

valleys. This intermountain basin covers half or about 665 square 

miles of the county. 

All of the large streams in the county empty directly into 

the Missouri River. Most of the smaller streams have a continuous 

flow in the mountains, but in the intermountain basin their water 

sinks into stream gravels and sand during the later summer and fall. 
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The Missouri Hiver eaters the county through a deep gorge and 

flows north meandering through a poorly-drained stony flood plain 1 

to 2 miles wide. North of Townsend it becomes impounded to form Canyon 

Ferry Reservoir (Lake Townsend). This reservoir extends into the 

northern part of the county and after its water is withdrawn during 

the late summer the bottom of the lake is a mud flat. 

Elevations vary from 3,660 at the river basin to 9,600 feet. 

The largest portion of agricultural land in the county lies between 

the approximate elevations of 3,000 to 5,000 feet above sea level.27 

Climate 

Broadwater County has comparatively low rainfall, great extremes 

of temperature, a high proportion of sunny days, and low humidity. 

High summer temperatures are not oppressive because of the low humidity 

and nights ore usually cool. 

Winter temperatures are tempered by warn southwest winds. 

During the winter seasons there usually are a few invasions of cold 

artic air that drop temperatures well below zero. Usually these cold 

periods last only a few days. Snow and blowing sometimes accompany 

these cold air invasions, but this type of storm condition usually 

exists only for one to three days. Winter months are usually driest 

in the valleys, but the mountains accumulate considerable snow during 

the December-ttarch period. 

27 Broadwater County Soil Survey Handbook. United States Soil 
Conservation Service, 1957. 
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The normal mean annual precipitation ranges from about 11 inches 

in the valley to 23 inches in higher mountains. The rainfall increases 

with the elevation and on the high tablelands that includes much of the 

dryland farming and rangeland, the precipitation is about 14 inches. 

Approximately 65 percent of the total precipitation is received 

between April 1 and September 1. The greater part of the summer rain¬ 

fall is obtained from small locally scattered showers, Hay and Juno 

are the months of greatest rainfall. The average annual snowfall in 

the lower areas of the county is between 23.5 and 28.1 inches.*^ 

Frost free period at Townsend averages 116 days and varies 

according to elevation and slope in other parts of the county. In 

most sections of Montana east of the Continental Divide, the southern 

and eastern slopes of the mountains have, at the same elevation, a 

lower rainfall and higher temperatures than the northern and western 

slopes. The mountains and canyons have an influence on the paths of 

local storms and on air drainage; consequently, some localities in 

the Townsend Basin have longer frost-free seasons and less hail damage 

than other localities. 

Listed on the following page is a condensed summary of pre¬ 

cipitation and temperature data at the Townsend stations, and those 

stations located near Broadwater County boundaries. 

28 
Mater jjesource,Survey. Broadwater County, Montana State Engineers, 
Helena, 1956. 
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«*4 

Stations 

o -a M • o w o u a >» ca 

Average 
Annual 
.Temp. . High Low 

Average 
Annual 
Precin. 

Wettest 
Year 

Driest 
Year 

Townsend 0 42.SJ/ ICO -32 10.GO 1/ 14.74(1940) 0.63(1953) 
'• 9 ESE 

f!nmrrtn 
13 42.9 2/ 103 -43 11.53 2/ 10.70(1941) 9.32(1945) 

Ferry Dam 7 43.6 4/ 90 -33 12.44 4/ 15.91(1955) 1Q.?4(1950) 
Canyon Ferry 51 43.9 3/ 104 -41 11.40 3/ 17.43(1947) 6.OK 1919) 
Trident 19 45.4 5/ 105 -36 13.21 5/ 17.25(1941) 9.39(1954) 

Periods of Records: \J 1940-1955; 2/ 1935-1945; 3/ 1931-1949; 
4/ 1949-1955. 

^ind direction and velocities are variable. However, the winds 

are generally fro© the southwest in the southern part of the county and 

fro© the northwest in the northern part of the county; with the greatest 

velocities recorded in the late winter and early spring. Chinook winds 

prevent the accumulation of much snow in the lower part of this inter¬ 

mountain basin. Extreme high winds and tornadoes are almost unknown,**” 

Soils 

The character of soils is determined by plant material, topo¬ 

graphy, vegetation, and climate. About 45 percent of Broadwater County 

is included in the Belt and Elkhorn fountains. The remainder of the 

area consists of outwash materials of the Tertiary Age and recent 

alluvial deposits in the stream valleys. The bedrock materials in the 

mountains and adjacent foothills include granite, baslats, limestone, 

argillites and quartzites. 

29 Montana Agricultural Census, op. cit. 
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Bottomlands 

The bottomlands and stream terraces of Broadwater County are 

soil materials that have been deposited and reworked by water. Their 

parent materials consist of colluvial-alluvial tertiary and pleistocene 

materials washed down from the mountain slopes or surrounding area, 

Bost of these soils are deep with some shallow overlying gravel. The 

texture of these soils are silt with some small areas of sandy loams, 

silty clay loams and clays. Because of limited rainfall, these soils 

lie in the brown soil zone. Most of this area is underlain by tertiary 

"Lake Beds". 

Secondary Benches and Fans 

The secondary benches and fans also lie within the brown soil 

zone. &o$t of the parent materials are tertiary and recent pleisto¬ 

cene origin. They have been washed down from the mountain slopes by 

colluvial-alluvial action. Some of the soils have developed from 

tertiary lake sediments and reworked by wind or else reworked and sorted 

by water. A few heavy soils may be found where there is outcroppings 

of marine shales of the cretacoious and tertiary age. Some of these 

outwash fans and aprons north of Townsend contain a high percentage 

of gravels and cobbles washed down from the mountains. 

The larger percentage of rocks are quartzite and argillite* with 

varying amounts of igneous rocks included. These soils for the most 

part are deep soils having silt loams, some sandy loam, loamy sands 

and clay textures. Some of the wind deposits and sandy soils are more 
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subject to erosion. A largo portion of this is underlain by the 

tertiary ’’Lake Beds”. The lioiting factor to most of these soils is 

moisture. 

Rough Broken Lands 

f4o$t of the soils on these rough broken lands have poor 

development and are mostly shallow to parent materials; the larger 

portion being tertiary thin breaks. Other parent materials that can 

be found along bench edges are quarternarg colluvial-alluvial materials 

washed down from mountain slopes. Their depths are complex ranging 

from deep to shallow with some outcroppings of parent materials. 

Gravels and rocks of various sizes and kinds cover a large extent of 

tho area. 

Soil textures are usually medium with some sandy loams. These 

soils fit either the silty or thin break range sites. Soils mapped on 

this topography will consist of a complex of different soil series and 

phases. 

High Benches 

Soils on tho higher benches are similar to the soils on the 

lower benches. Most of these benches and fans lie at the footslopes 

of the Big Belt Mountains. There are a few small benches in the vicinity 

of Winston which are of glacial till origin, Most of the surface soils 

are very stony. Most of the rocks are argillite and quartzite with some 

of igneous origins. Because of their high rock content, most of these 

soils are used strictly for range land. 
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The benchland east of Townsend contains som oi the best dry¬ 

land soils in the county. The dark brown soils cover the majority ot 

this area with the inclusion of some brown and black. 

l:ountnlnous Area 

The Big Belt fountains arc one of the front ranges of the kocky 

fountains. They were formed by a broad* folded-arched uplife which 

has been dissected to produce the saw-toothed ridges and deep intervening 

stream valleys. The rock out-crops in the mountains are largely Algon- 

kian slated (argillitic shales) and quartzites with carboniferous lime¬ 

stones exposed on their western flanks in the northern and southern parts 

of the county. Mineralised areas occur in places in association with 

igneous intrusions. The main igneous intrusions are granites with some 

grandissite, conzonito, latitite* dionite and gabbro. The Belt series 

includes Helena limestone* &ipire, Spokane and Greyson shales, and 

Howland limestone. There are also some small mountain glaciated areas 

which have a good stand of timber. 

In the Elkhorn Mountains the rocks exposed in the higher mountain 

sections are chiefly granites and andesites with metamorphased sedimen¬ 

tary rocks of AlgonUian ago on their western slopes. Mineralized areas 

are found in the vicinity of Badersburg, Hassel* tfinston and other 

places. Gold, silver, and lead ores are the chief products of the mines. 

Placer deposits have been worked in many of the mountain gulches. Along 

the Elkhorn Mountain range are some small areas of Cambrian and Crotacetous 

shales. Some small lateral or terminal moraines of mountain glaciated 
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naterials also exist In these mountains. In both the Elkhorn and Belt 

fountains* small channels and fans of colluvial-alluvial materials 

exist that have been washed down from the higher mountain slopes. 

The majority of the glacial till or alluvial soils are deep 

medium textured soils; and the former being quite stony but having 

good moisture holding capacity. Soils along the mountain streams vary 

in depth* texture and wetness. These seeped soils are used extensively 

for grazing and have a high carrying capacity. 

The more rugged section of the mountains consist of rock materials 

that have weathered to form a complex of both shallow and deep soils. 

The most extensive of the mountain soils are derived from argillitic 

shales, limestones and various igneous rock. These areas are very 

susceptible to erosion where the cover is removed. The water holding 

capacities are limited for the most part, and there is usually out¬ 

cropping of bare rock and rounded boulders. The deeper soils are 

usually found in pockets and in the middle and at the foot of some of 

the mountain slopes. The more shallow soils predominate along ridges 

and near mountain peaks. The soil in general is medium textured and 

ranges in depth from deep to shallow with the shallow soils predominating. 

A wide variation in precipitation exists over the mountain areas 

with evidence of this furnished to some degree by soil profile develop¬ 

ments and plant cover characteristics. 
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Foothills 

Geological materials of the foothills in Broadv/ator County are 

for the most part limestones, argillitic shales and some small areas 

of Cretareious and Cambrian shales. 

The developed soil mantle is of a complex depth with texture of 

materials in the medium range with exception of some heavy soils over- 

lying Marine shales. These soils are of a complex depth with shallow 

soils predominating. This area by large is in the brown soil zone. 

With the exception of some, the smooth topography being under culti- 
30 

vation, these soils are used solely for grazing. 

Water Hesources 

Some of the higher land cannot be reached except with dams and 

pumping plants. There is ample water for the existing irrigated land, 

however, there is generally an over abundance of water in the spring 
31 

and a shortage later in the growing season. 

Increased interest is shown in developing irrigation systems 

by pumping underground water. Three producing wells in the Crow Creek 

area have pumping lifts of 50 to 100 feet from wells drilled approxi¬ 

mately 200 feet. 

The Bureau of Reclamation is currently investigating the 

feasibility of the Jefferson Unit Irrigation Project, If this project 

^flater Resource Survey, op. cit. 

31Ibid. 
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is approved, it will almost double the irrigated land in the county 

and will supplement the pumping plant serving the Crow Creek Unit. 

The water will be taken from the Big Hole River and the proposed Beichle 

Reservoir and convoyed to Broadwater County by way of a canal and a 

retaining reservoir (Milligan). The project includes the construction 

of 97 miles of canal known as the Townsend Canal, and an additional 9 
32 piles known as the Crow Creek Canal. 

Grassland , ; 

Most of the grassland areas originally supported vigorous stands 

of perennial grasses such as Bluebunch wheatgrass. Green needlegrass, 

Idaho fescue. Rough fescue, Western wheatgrass, and other high producing 

grasses and forbs. Small amounts of plants such as Threadleaf sedge. 

Needle and thread, Sandberg bluegrass and associated species were 

evident. At the present time, there are large areas of rangeland that 

show the results of overgrazing in the past and consequently have very 

low forage production. 

In overgrazed areas many of the original species have been re¬ 

placed in varied degrees by less desirable species such as Needle and 

thread. Blue grama, Fringed sageword, Curly-cup gumweed, Rabbitbrush, 

Big sagebrush. Broom snakeweed. Prickly pear, and associated species. 

^Upoer Missouri River Basin Area Report. Bureau of Reclamation, 
Missouri Projects Office, Great Falls, Montana, 1965. 
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On the wet and poorly drained land along the larger streams and 

within the small inter-mountain valleys* such plants as Kentucky blue- 

grass, ftiregrass, Slough grass. Hushes, Heeds and willows now make up 

33 a large portion of the vegetation. 

Woodland 

Two general factors have affected the woodland harvest in Broad¬ 

water County. First, occurrence of timber of merchantable size is 

characteristically confined to relatively small areas, thus limiting 

timber business to small operations on most private lands. 

Secondly, the demand for timber has been limited because of 

relatively low quality of product available and the limited supply. 

Principle species are Douglas Fir and Lodgepole Pine. Douglas Fir has 

a ready outlet in the form of lumber, while Lodgepole Pine is less in 

demand. 

Timborstands are usually more dense on the northern and eastern 

slopes. Besides Douglas Fir and Lodgepole Pine, some Engleman Spruce, 

Ponderosa Pine, Alpine Fir, White-bark Limber Pine, and Juniper are 

present in the county. 

On Forest Service lands provisions are made to control erosion 

on sale areas. On private lands, better logging practices and erosion 

control are needed.'*4 

^Broadwater Conservation Needs Inventory, op. cit. 

34Ibid. 
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Quaken Aspen occur on many of the seeped mountain slopes. 

Willows, choke cherries, service berries, and other shrubs fora dense 

thickets in narrow stream valleys and lower canyon slopes. The under- 

story in the heavily forested areas consists largely of forbs, a few 

shrubs and very few grasses. In the more open parkland areas, there 

is more grass and less shrubs. In the wetter areas, a hydrophtic type 

vegetation of sedges, mountain timothy, redtop and bluegrass are 
35 predominate. 

AGRICULTURE 

Irrigation 

Irrigation developments have caused the greatest change in 

agriculture in the county. With the construction of Canyon Ferry Dam, 

there was much objection from local people to the effect that much good 

agricultural land would be flooded by the reservoir and this area taken 

off the tax rolls. Agreements were made to develop similar acreage 

elsewhere in the county. Thus, the Crow Creek Pumping Project was 

developed consisting of 5,020 acres. First delivery of water was 

made in 1955. 

The Conservation Needs Report indicates that in 1950, 36,660 

acres in Droadwater County was devoted to irrigated cropland. (This 

figure does not include irrigated native or permanent irrigated 

pasture. 

^U. S. Forest Service Long Range Plan, op. cit. 
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The types of agriculture on the large irrigated projects in 

the valley have been gradually changing from stock raising and hay 

production to more diversified farming. There has been an increase 

in the acreages of small grains, sugar beets, and potatoes being 

planted on irrigated grounds. These changes have been sporatic 

depending on markets. More recently, the trend is to irrigated 

pasture production. 

Uncontrolled flooding is practiced on many irrigated farms; 

and has resulted in the water logging of much land as well as losses 

in crop production and soil fertility. In some areas increased salt 

accumulation has occurred. Modern harvesting equipment such as hay 

balers, combines, mechanical pickers, etc., are being used. Many of 

the crops are being raised on a contract basis. 

A general trend toward improving irrigation efficiences and 

conserving water is being practiced. More land is being leveled and 

irrigation systems are being improved to save water and to meet the 

need for the crops. In recent years sprinkler irrigation has been 

viewed with much interest.^ 

Livestock 

With the decline in rural population in the dryland farming 

sections since 1921, many stockmen are expanding their operations, 

00Broadwater Conservation Needs Inventory, op. cit. 
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as are some of the operators of grain and livestock farms in the 

irrigated districts. The better established livestock units operate 

5 to 15 sections of land. Some of the units summer their stock on 

National Forests and on railway land-grant lands; and in the winter 

their herds are kept on home ranches which commonly include irrigated 

lands. Some of the stockmen operating on a small scale depend upon 

the open range for summer and winter grazing and during severe winter 

weather supplement grazing with commercial feeds or move their stock 

into the irrigated districts for grazing or feeding. 

Winter feeding of livestock in the inter-mountain basin may 

consist of short feeding period between December and April. At the 

higher elevations more winter feeding is required. 

Dryland Farming 

The Conservation Needs Inventory for the county indicated that 

in 1958 there were 57#340 acres of tilled non-irrigated land. Wheat 

is the principal crop with some barley, oats and a very small amount 

of rye, corn and other crops being grown, fciost of the crops are grown 

under a summer fallow type of farming with some strip cropping being 

practiced. 

In some areas receiving higher moisture, alfalfa is grown. 

Also some fields of introduced grasses are grown with seed production 

in mind. Farm implements are leaving most of the crop residue on the 

surface of the ground for soil and water conservation, are being used. 
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The old custom of burning crop residue has been practically eliminated* 

Up to the present, moisture and growing season rather than soil fertility 

37 appear to be the limiting factors in dryland crop production. 

Conservation Needs 

Broadwater Conservation Needs Inventory, shows that out of 

63,187 acres of dry cropland 30,287 acres are considered adequately 

treated, but 20,000 acres have erosion problems, correctable by such 

things as strip cropping, stubble mulching, grassed waterways, etc. 

On another 4,900 acres the predominant problems are unfavorable soil 

due to lack of crop rotation, fertilization, etc. Out of 37,501 acres 

of irrigated crop land 18,591 acres are considered adequately treated, 

while on 14,228 acres erosion is a problem, and 3,203 acres excessive 

water is a dominant problem. 

Unfavorable soil conditions plague still another 11,530 acres. 

Grassland covers a total of 363,222 acres which includes range, pasture 

and irrigated grassland. Of this 166,095 acres are considered adequately 

treated, while the remaining 54 percent needs treatment such as re¬ 

seeding, improvement by deferred grazing, proper stocking and better 

distribution, water development, fire protection, erosion control, 

rodent control, encroachment of plant, or have an excess of water. 

Under woodland about 30,535 acres are in need of one or more 

of the following - plant establishment, stand improvement, fire 

37ibid. 
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protection, insect and disease control, protection from animals, 

erosion control, and about 400 acres or 50 miles in windbreak estab¬ 

lishment. The work load for these conservation needs falls mainly 

upon the Broadwater Soil and Water Conservation District, but Extension 

is very important to such in carrying out the educational portion of 

these needs. 

Land Control 

Land Ownership 

Listed below is the land ownership for the county based on the 

Lublic Lands Inventory prepared in 1962: 

Acres 
Privately owned 489,176 
State owned 24.509 
Bureau of Land Management 65,280 
Bureau of Reclamation 33,760 (20,000 water) 
Forest Service 145,272 
Urban areas 8t670 
Total Area 766,675 

T9 Operation Units (Taken from Census of Agriculture Deports) 

Avg. Size 
Number Full Part of Farms 

Year Operators Owners Owners Manaqers Tenants Acres 
1920 466 653 
1925 321 014 
1930 320 1112 
1935 337 945 
1940 260 
1943 293 139 92 3 59 2021 
1950 270 129 89 2 58 2003 
1954 215 100 72 1 34 2590 
1959 221 106 76 4 35 2099 

3SIbid. 
•an 
Montana Agricultural Statistics, op. cit. 
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The present number of farms and ranches operated in the county 

is between 195 and 200. 

Ha tor Enterprises 

Types of Farming and Hanchina 

1959 1950 
Livestock faro other than dairy 110 119 
Frioary Crop 16 10 
Cash-Grain 
Crop and Livestock 
Poultry 
Miscellaneous 

Livestock (Number) 1945 
Cattle 6 Calves 25,647 
Mlk Cows 
Horses 2,479 
Hogs 3,556 
Sheep 29,138 
Chickens 19,948 
Turkeys 1,429 

Croos (Acres) 1945 
Winter Wheat 7,048 
Spring Wheat 12,979 
Oats 5,249 
Barley 3,020 
Corn 4 
Sugar Beets 1,736 
Potatoes 85 
Hay 27,513 

Hanaaetnent Practices 

58 107 
31 22 

5 
8 15 

1950 1954 1959 1963 
27,935 26,309 29,710 33,000 

1,053 679 567 6,000 
1,141 664 654 
1,645 1,193 1,560 1,400 
9,004 9,244 12,447 8,200 

11,669 11,332 0,664 7,900 
513 10 6 

1950 1954 1959 1963 
14,499 15,549 20,200 7,500 
5,961 5,327 5,900 14,000 
5,320 2,302 3,700 2.900 
6,110 5,090 11,800 10,200 

— -- 400 1,100 
264 375 880 2,105 

1,415 375 330 196 
25,386 23,575 23,700 27,500 

There is a growing need for more education in faro and ranch 

management. This is probably the biggest item to come to the attention 

40 Ibid. 
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of tho fanners and rancbcrs in the area at the present. &ost of these 

individuals operated in the past on tho basis of* ’’as long as the bank 

balance exceeded tho amount of money being paid out, they were okay". 

Generally, low agricultural prices in the past few years along -with 20$ 

calves, and $1.20 wheat in 1964, have brought this situation to a head. 

Many now feel that they must change or improve their methods of operation 

in order to survive. It will be necessary in the future to devote 

considerable time in helping develop records, as well as a better under¬ 

standing of up-to-date, modern, experimental and agriculturally proven 

methods of operation. If these individuals are to improve their farming 

and ranching situations it will require a substantial amount of assis¬ 

tance from Extension Economic Specialists and other expertly trained 

personnel. 

Ifeed Control 

Starting with the 1965 spraying season, the Broadwater $eed 

Control District was reactivated, and put into operation. Tho freed 

Control Board handling the new program consists of three farmers from 

different areas in the county, with the County Extension Agent serving 

as secretary. To help the Board cope with difficulties that may arise 

and give essential backing to the operation, the five supervisors of 

the Broadwater Soil and Water Conservation District, serve as an ad¬ 

visory committee. Joe Moyer, local retired farmer was hired as operator 

and assistant help is furnished when needed by other available personnel. 

Although the spraying operation began in the spring of 1965, no actual 
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money was budgeted for the district until the fiscal year beginning 

July 1, 1965. 

Meed control has been one of the most adverse agricultural 

problems facing the county for several years. The reactivated Weed 

Control District is the first such operation in thirteen years. 

Technical assistance and supervision from the County Agent and 

Extension Weed Specialist will be of extreme importance in keeping 

the district operating on a feasible and acceptable basis. Education 

on weed control will be a continuous and essential part of the work 

load each and every year to come. Due to the combined efforts of the 

weed control district and the educational means of the Extension Ser¬ 

vice, greater cooperation should be realized on weed control throughout 

the county, from the farmers and ranchers as well ns the State Highway 

Department, and the railroads. 

The most prominent weed problems consist of large infestations 

of Canada thistle, Hussian knapweed, and Whitetop, with Leafy spurge 

in concentrated areas of the county. Two small infestations of Oal- 

mation toadflax were discovered in 1965. Burdock is a tremendous 

menace to the cattle industry and is well distributed in ail parts of 

the county. Seventeen weed control test plots were put out in the fall 

of 1964, and several more should be established during the coming years. 

Information obtained from these test plots has served as valuable 

illustrations to farmers and ranchers of the area, as well as consider¬ 

able backing for the weed control district. 



45 

COUNTY. STATS AND FEDERAL AGENCIES 

Soli Conservation Service 

The Soil Conservation Service works with the Broadwater Soil 

Conservation District which comprises all the private land in Broad¬ 

water County. The staff consists of one $ork Unit Conservationist and 

one engineer which is an inadequate number of employees to meet the 

work load demanded by the area. 

Bureau of Reclamation 

The Bureau of lieclamation owns a considerable amount of land 

within the county, but does not office a local supervisory staff of 

workers, Most of the land responsibilities within the area are handled 

through the Great Falls office. 

inricuitural Stabilization and Conservation Service 

This agency is officed in Townsend, and consists of one office 

manager, a clerk, and a county committee of three farmers. Parti¬ 

cipation in the program by the farmers and ranchers is considered to 

be quite high. 

Farmers Home Administration 

The County Supervisor, has his office in Helena, but offices 

in the ASCS office when in Townsend. The county committee consists 

of three local farmers and ranchers. Due to the limitations of the 

local bank, quite extensive use is made of the F.H.A. assistance. 
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Civil Oofense Administration 

County Directors for Civil Defense hold monthly meetings at 

the ASCS building but the main office is designated as the County 

Extension Office, in the basement of the court house. A complete 

county Civil Defense Plan has been prepared with copies available in 

any of the local U.S.D.A. agency offices. The public is in need of 

a tremendous amount of education making known the plans plus emergency 

preparedness. 

Forest Service 

The Townsend District of the Helena National Forest is adminis¬ 

tered through the Townsend office by a District Ranger. About three 

to four additional rangers are employed the year around with several 

more working during the summer. 

Fish and Wildlife Service 

One warden of the Montana Fish and Game Department serves the 

entire county. A district warden also presides in Townsend. 

General 

Fine cooperation and coordination is maintained between all of 

the agencies in the county. This greatly strengthens the work of each 

program and makes for much more accomplishment by the agencies. 
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SIMUHV AND CONgjJSIONS 

If changes in attitudes and progress within a variety of 

Montana cccsaunities had been coasured during the past five years, I 

am sure that Townsend and the people of Broadwater County would have 

ranked somewhere near the top. $ith Townsend being the hub of the 

county, almost anything that takes place there is a reflection of 

the whole county. 

Historically, Broadwater has been an agricultural area with 

the tax base subsequently controlled by the same. Thus all conser¬ 

vatism in the past has been principally blamed on the farmers. A 

review of the community activities, construction-wise, etc., over a 

period of some 20 years prior to the last four or five, shows that 

it was a very conservative-minded area. During this conservative 

period, agriculture and most other industries were controlled by what 

is looked at primarily as an ’’elderly” generation, which more recently 

has been fading cut of the picture, being replaced by a younger, more 

liberal and progressive type of generation. During the period of so- 

called ’’elderly” control years - schools, churches, streets, roads, and 

recreation facilities remained almost the same. But at the same time, 

taxes remained relatively low, for which the elderly generation feels 

very proud. 

To the contrast, the later few years have shown a sharp rise 

in taxes which have been accompanied with a construction boom of public 

facilities - better streets and roads, new water and sewage systems. 
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new churches, new schools, new health facilities, and new recreation 

facilities. AH of this give the image of a very progressive type of 

people, a generation more vitally interested in the education and 

welfare of their children, along with ways of making better use of 

their leisure time (leisure time, I’m sure, that the ’’elderly” 

generation didn’t have). 

Vdien a population of 2,C00 people has within its midst 109 

active organisations, it does not lack for busyness. This certainly 

is n sample of ’’over-organisation”, which can be most, frustrating when 

trying to find an open evening to schedule an important meeting. On 

the other hand, the very low incidence of juvenile delinquency and 

crime in the area may be a direct result of ’’over-organisation”. 

The low unemployment, the number of welfare cases even lower, 

and the average gross income high, indicate a quite stable industry 

and at least a moderate level of living for the area. 

Another indication of high interest towards community betterment 

is the Market Area Survey sponsored by local businessmen to help doter- 

mind how they might bettor serve and meet the needs of the people. 

All in all, I feol Broadwater County presently consists of a 

very energetic class of people who, withstanding any unforeseen de¬ 

pressions or catastrophes in the area, should have no trouble keeping 

themselves recognized on the maps. 
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