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Abstract:
This thesis is a brief summary of the known history of the Crow Indian Nation beginning with the
division of the tribe from the Gros Ventre Indians, hut more especially after they were placed on the
Reservation by the United States Government. In the first chapter a careful study is made of the
progress the tribe has made toward civilization. Most of the study is given to the agricultural pursuits
and the efforts of the tribe to become a self-supporting people after adopting the civilization of the
white man.

In chapter two a careful survey is made of the surface, the climate and the natural resources of the
Reservation. This includes the location, a survey of the topography, a study of geology and of drainage.
Charts and tables are given relative to climate, precipitation, temperature and length of the growing
season. A review of the natural resources is given including the vegetative covering, the water supply,
the possibilities of hydroelectric power and the potential mineral resources of the region.

The present administrative policy is carefully analyzed, followed by a discussion of the present welfare
of the people relative to living conditions, economic well being, land tenure and utilization, as well as
the employment of the people. This survey shows that there is a great need for an improvement of
living conditions. Also that something must be done to prevent the ownership of the land from being
broken down into so many minute heirship holdings.

Finally, a plan is presented for the complete rehabilitation of the Crow Reservation. This plan shows
how it is possible for the Indian people to become entirely self-supporting, to utilize their entire land
holdings, and in the due course of time to recover ownership of most of the alienated land within the
present boundaries of the Reservation. By the accomplishment of this goal it is shown that the living
conditions of the Crow Indians will be equal to that of their white neighbors. 
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LMD UTILIZATION ON THE CHOW INDIM RESERVATION

ABSTRACT

This th e s is  i s  a b r ie f  summary o f the known h is to r y  of the 
Crow Indian N ation  b eg in n in g  w ith  the d iv is io n  of the tr ib e  from the  
Gros Ventre In d ia n s, hut more e s p e c ia l ly  a f t e r  th ey  were p laced  on 
th e R eservation  by the U n ited  S ta te s  Government. In the f i r s t  chapter  
a c a re fu l study i s  made of the p rogress the tr ib e  has made toward 
c i v i l i z a t i o n .  Most o f the study i s  g iven  to  the a g r ic u ltu r a l p u rsu its  
and the e f f o r t s  o f the tr ib e  to  become, a s e lf -su p p o r tin g -p e o p le  a f t e r  
adop ting  th e c iv i l i z a t i o n  o f the w hite man.

In chapter two a c a re fu l survey i s  made o f the su r fa c e , the 
c lim ate  and the n a tu ra l resou rces o f the R eserva tion . This in c lu d es  
the lo c a t io n , a survey o f the topography, a study of geo logy  and o f  
drainage. Charts and ta b le s  are g iven  r e la t iv e  to  c lim a te , p r e c ip i­
t a t io n ,  tem perature and le n g th  o f the growing season . A review  of the  
n a tu ra l reso u rces  i s  g iven  in c lu d in g  the v e g e ta t iv e  co v er in g , the 
w ater supp ly , the p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f h y d r o e le c tr ic  power and the poten­
t i a l  m ineral resou rces o f the reg io n .

The p resen t a d m in is tra tiv e  p o lic y  i s  c a r e fu lly  an a lyzed , fo llo w ed  
by a d is c u s s io n  o f the p resen t w e lfa re  o f the people r e la t iv e  to  
l i v in g  c o n d it io n s , economic w e ll b e in g , land  tenure and u t i l i z a t i o n ,  as 
w e ll as the employment o f the p eop le . This survey shows th a t there i s  
a grea t need fo r  an improvement o f l i v in g  c o n d it io n s . A lso  th at some­
th in g  must be done to  prevent the ownership of the land from being  
broken down in to  so many minute h e ir sh ip  h o ld in g s .

F in a l ly ,  a plan i s  p resen ted  fo r  the complete r e h a b il i t a t io n  o f 
th e Crow R eserva tion . T his plan shows how i t  i s  p o s s ib le  fo r  the 
Indian  people to  become e n t ir e ly  s e lf -s u p p o r t in g , to  u t i l i z e  th e ir  
e n t ir e  land  h o ld in g s , and in  the due course o f time to  recover  owner­
sh ip  o f most of the a l ie n a te d  land w ith in  the present boundaries o f the  
R eserv a tio n . By the accom plishment o f t h i s  goal i t  i s  shown th at the  
l i v in g  co n d itio n s  of the Crow Indians w i l l  be equal to  th a t o f th e ir  
w hite  n eigh b ors.

I
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CHAPTER I .  EARLY HISTORY OF THE CROW IRDIAHS 

O rigin  and Customs o f the Trihe

The Ahsaroka or Crow Indian Tribe i s  a d iv is io n  o f the Gros 

V en tres-S io u z  Indian s o f the Great P la in s . I t  i s  thought by h is to r ia n s  

th a t the Crows sep arated  from the Gros V entres about the tim e o f the 

d isco v ery  o f America by the w hite man. The Absaroka band i s  sa id  to  have 

taken th e ir  name from a now e x t in c t  la rg e  fo r k e d - ta i l  b ird  o f the hawk 

fa m ily . The w hite man c a l le d  them Crows because o f a m is in ter p r e ta tio n  

of the Indian name Absaroka.

S h o rtly  a f t e r  sep a ra tin g  from th e Gros V entres the Crows again  

d iv id ed  in to  two d is t in c t  bands; one was c a lle d  the R iver Crows, w h ile  

the o th er was the Mountain Crows. The R iver Crows claim ed the region  

between the M issouri R iver on the north and the Y ellow stone on the sou th . 

The Mountain Crows claim ed the reg ion  south  o f the Y ellow stone R iver back 

toward the B ig  Horn M ountains. These two bands were alw ays a l l i e d  in  th e ir  

wars and th ere  was' con stan t in term arriage and a very  c lo s e  fr ie n d sh ip  

between them a t  a l l  tim es.

Located as they were in  the h eart o f a great w ild  game reg io n , 

th e Crows were in  con stan t warfare w ith  n eighb oring t r ib e s  fo r  p o ssess io n  

o f the ch o ice  hu ntin g grounds. The S iou x , the B la c k fe e t , and the  

F lathead  t r ib e s  were h e r ed ita r y  enem ies, w h ile  the Gros V entres and the  

Rez Perce t r ib e s  were u s u a lly  con sid ered  fr ie n d s  of the Crows.
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Securing Food

Inasmuch as th e reg io n  occupied  by the Crow Tribe was w e ll 

su p p lied  w ith  w ild  game and f i s h ,  the Ind ian s su b s is te d  m ainly from 

th e  h u n t. Of cou rse , the b ison  or American b u ffa lo  was the main source  

o f  fo o d . T his g rea t animal was u t i l i z e d  fo r  food and the sk in  was used  

in  making t e p e e s , w earing ap p are l, ornam ents, and weapons. Before the  

days o f  the horse and firea rm s, i t  was a fe a t  o f  r e so u r c e fu ln e ss  and 

bravery to  supply the needs o f  the fa m ily  w ith  t h is  u s e fu l  anim al. Many 

ingenuous methods were used in  k i l l i n g  the b iso n . One was to  stampede 

the. herd over a sh eer  p r e c ip ic e  thus k i l l i n g  the anim als or in ju r in g  them 

so' th a t th ey  could be s lau gh tered  by the h u nter. Another way was fo r  the  

In d ian s to  cover th em selves w ith  th e sk in s  o f  w olves and creep up on a 

s tr a g g le r  o f  the herd and k i l l  i t  w ith  the bow and arrow. I t  i s  sa id  th a t  

an arrow could  be shot w ith  such fo rce  th a t i t  would com p lete ly  p en etra te  

th e body o f  th e b u ffa lo . Sm aller anim als and b ird s were trapped or snared  

to  com plete th e su p p lie s  o f  m eat. Any su rp lu s meat was always preserved  

fo r  fu tu re  u s e . The fa v o r ite  method was by jerk in g  or drying in  the sun . 

(See f ig u r e  l )  The meat was cut in t o  th in  s t r ip s ,  and hung in  the sun 

and d r ied  u n t i l  i t  was hard as a rock . When in  t h i s  co n d itio n  i t  was 

e a s i l y  ca rr ied  and could be kept in d e f in i t e ly .  The b u ffa lo  h id es were 

c a r e fu l ly  d r ied  or tanned and u t i l i z e d  in  many d if fe r e n t  ways.

The Crows a ls o  made use o f  the many d if fe r e n t  k in d s o f w ild  b e r r ie s  

and f r u i t s  th a t grew so abundantly in  t h i s  r eg io n . These f r u i t s  were 

e ith e r  ea ten  f r6 sh or were d r ied  fo r  use during the w in ter  season . One



F i g u r e  I . —An I n d i a n  woman " j e r k i n g ” b u f f a l o  m eat in  o r d e r  to  
p r e s e r v e  i t  f o r  f u t u r e  u s e .



-12-

o f  th e fa v o r ite  means o f  p reserv in g  th e f r u i t s  and b e r r ie s  was to  crush  

them w ith  s to n es  and then make them in to  " p a ttie s"  and dry them in  t h e . 

sun u n t i l  th ey  were alm ost as hard as s to n e s . The In d ian  tu rn ip  or w ild  

tu rn ip  was e x te n s iv e ly  u sed . This v eg e ta b le  was cut in to  s t r ip s ,  braided  

in to  lon g  stran d s and hung in  the te p e e s  u n t i l  needed. The ro o ts  and 

barks o f  va r io u s t r e e s  were a ls o  used in  tim es o f  need . Much o f  the common 

v e g e ta t io n  th a t the w hite man co n sid ers  w o rth less  or noxious was used by 

the In d ia n s . For in sta n ce  the root o f  the common Spanish Bayonet, or 

yucca, th a t i s  found growing on a l l  the h i l l s i d e s ,  was made in to  soap 

by the In d ia n s. Many o th e r s , such as the b it t e r r o o t ,  w ild  c e le r y , w ild  

o n io n s, w ild  c a r r o t , w ild  p o ta to , b u ffa lo  b e r r ie s ,  sand dr ground c h e r r ie s ,  

camas, w ild  p a rsn ip , and barks o f v a r io u s  tr e e s  were used  fo r  food , fo r  

m ed ic in e , fo r  tan n in g  s k in s , or in  c o u n tle ss  oth er ways.

Friend sh ip  f o r ' the Whi t e  Man

The f i r s t  co n ta c ts  th a t the Crows had w ith  the w hite man were 

w ith  the French trap p ers and e x p lo r e r s . Among the e a r l i e s t  records th a t  

can be found o f  the Grows are th ose  o f  the Lewis and Clark ex p ed itio n  soon  

a f t e r  the L ou isian a  Purchase was made. Because th ey  were hard p ressed  

by t h e ir  Indian  enem ies, the Crow In d ian s were always v ery  fr ie n d ly  to  

the w hite man and heralded  them as t h e ir  d e liv e r e r s  from the The

Crow Tribe has always remained fr ie n d ly  to  the U nited  S ta te s  Government, 

and th ere  ,is  no p lace  in  h is to r y  w here, as a t r ib e ,  th ey  have fought aga in ­

s t  the army o f  the U nited  S ta te s .

»\'



• P erson al C h a r a c te r is t ic s

The e a r ly  ex p lo rers  always spoke o f  the wonderful physique o f  

t h i s  t r i h e • In  Sanders, "H istory o f  Montana", w r itte n  about I 89O, the  

Crows are spoken o f  as fo llo w s:

The Crows, Absaroka, or Beaux Honunes , were in  the  
e a r ly  days a n a tio n  renowned fo r  p h y sic a l beauty and moral 
in t e g r i t y . Though th ey  are s t i l l  the most, populous tr ib e  
in  Southern Montana, th ey  have degenerated in  number and 
in  p h ysiq u e. F i f t y  years ago th ey  were estim ated  to  
number 5 ,000  s o u ls ,  in  I 88 7 , th ey  had decreased  to  2456." _l/

Father He Smet, a C a th o lic  m iss io n a ry , v i s i t e d  the Crows in  I 84O, and

rep orted  them v ery  anxious to  r ec e iv e  o th er  m iss io n a r ie s  to  th e ir  country .

A v is u a l  ch aracter  study o f  t y p ic a l  Grow Indian s i s  made in  f ig u r e

2 , which shows two o f  the Crow le a d e r s , Tellowbrow or Strong Wellknown

and B u ll over the H i l l .  The study o f  Tellowbrow was r e c e n t ly  taken near

h is  home in  Lodge G rass, Montana. The l ik e n e s s  o f  A nita  T e llo w ta il  i s

shown in  f ig u r e  3 , as she p ortrays the younger g en era tio n  o f  the Crow

In d ia n s.

-13-

Laws and T r e a tie s

S in ce the a c q u is it io n  o f  the t e r r i t o r y  in  the L ouisiana  Purchase 

in  1803, i t  has been n ecessa ry  fo r  the U nited  S ta te s  to  make sev era l 

t r e a t ie s  w ith  th e Crow Ind ian s and to  "enact numerous law s r eg u la tin g  

Indian a f f a i r s ."

, .-,^v I .  The f i r s t ,  recogn ized  t r e a t y  2 /  between the Crow Indian Tribe

l /  Sanders, H elen F itz g e r a ld , H isto ry  o f  Montana, Volume I ,
The Lewis P u b lish in g  Company, Chicago and Hew Tork, 1913, page I 63 .

2 /  H appier, C harles J . ,  Ind ian  A ffa ir s  Laws and T r e a t ie s , V o l. I I  
U. S. Government P r in tin g  O ff ic e , W ashington, D. C ., 1904, page 244.
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Firnire 2 — C h a ra c ter  s t u d ie s  o f  t y p i c a l  Crow I n d ia n s

_________ _____________________ I____M
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F ic u r e  3 . - - A n it a  Y e l lo v v t a i l , d a u g h ter  o f  s u p e r in te n d e n t  R ob ert  
Y e l l o w t a i l .
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a.nd the U nited  S ta te s  Government was made in  182$« T his tr e a ty  was m erely  

a r e c o g n it io n  "by the tri'Br-oi^fche^supremaey o f  the I fa ite ^ J i t a t e s . I t  

gave l ic e n s e d  tra d ers  a r ig h t  to  do b u sin ess  w ith  the Ind ian s and 

guaranteed the tr ib e  p r o te c tio n  from t h e ir  enem ies.

2 . The n ext t r e a ty  o f  im portance was the T reaty o f  Fort Laramie 

in  18$1j _3/ between the U nited  S ta te s  and r e p r e se n ta t iv e s  o f  the v a r io u s  

t r ib e s  o f  the Great P la in s  r e g io n s . The purpose o f  t h i s  tr e a ty  was to  

arrange a passageway fo r  the w hite men through the P la in s  to  the co a st  

and to  the m ining f i e l d s  o f  the West. I t  f ix e d  the boundaries o f  the  

Crow N ation  and provided in d em n ities  fo r  any damages su ffe r e d  by the t r i b e . 

Two c la u se s  o f  the tr e a ty  are as fo llo w s :

" A rtic le  $.

The t e r r i t o r y  o f  the Crow N ation  commencing at the 
mouth o f  the Powder E iver on th e Y ellow ston e , thence up 
Powder E iver  to  i t s  source; thence along the main range o f  
w aters o f  the Y ellow stone E iv e r ; thence down the Y ellow stone  
E iver  to  the mouth o f  Twenty-Five Yard Creek, thence to  the 
Headwaters o f  the Muscle S h e ll E iver ,  thence down the Muscle 
S h e ll  to  i t s  mouth thence to  the headwaters o f  B ig Dry Creek 
and thence to  i t s  mouth,"

The s iz e  o f  t h i s  t e r r i t o r y  in  comparison to  the s ta te  o f  Montana 

i s  shown in  f ig u re  4« T his v a st area contained  what i s  now Park,

S w eetgrass, S t i l lw a t e r ,  Carbon, Y e llo w sto n e , B ig Horn, T reasure, Eosebud, 

most o f  Powder E iv e r , C uster, and G a rfie ld  C oun ties, b e s id e s  a large  

area o f  Wyoming

" A rtic le  7 .

"In co n s id era tio n  o f  t r e a ty  s t ip u la t io n s ,  and fo r  the

3 / K appler, op. c i t . , p. $9$
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damages which may have or may occur hy reason th e r e o f  to  the 
Indian  n a t io n s , p a r t ie s  h e r e to , and fo r  th e ir  maintenance and 
the improvement o f  th e ir  moral and s o c ia l  custom s, the U nited  
S ta te s  hind th em selves to  d e l iv e r  to  the sa id  Indian  n a tion s  
the sum o f  f i f t y  thousand d o lla r s  per annum fo r  the term o f  
ten  y e a r s , w ith  the r ig h t to  continue the same at the d is c r e ­
t io n  o f  the P resid en t o f  the U nited  S ta te s  fo r  a period  o f  not 
ex ceed in g  f iv e  years th e r e a f te r , in  p r o v is io n s , m erchandise, 
dom estic  an im als, and a g r ic u ltu r a l im plem ents, in  such pro- 
Pohtions as may he deemed h est adapted to  th e ir  co n d itio n  hy 
the P resid en t o f  the U nited  S t a te s ,  to  he d is tr ib u te d  in  pro­
p o r tio n  to  the p op u la tion  o f  the a fo r e sa id  Indian  n a tio n s ."

U n t i l  th e t e r r i t o r y  was th ic k ly  enough s e t t l e d  hy the w hite people

th e e n t ir e  country was under a m il ita r y  government. As a gen era l th in g

t h i s  a u th o r ity  was le n ie n t  and j u s t .  E veryth ing p o s s ib le  was done to

induce the t r ib e s  to  l iv e  to g e th er  in  p ea ce , and to  work and he s e l f ­

su p p ortin g . In  1866, ITewton Edmunds, as General Superintendent o f  

In d ian  A f f a ir s ,  fo r  the Montana T e r r ito r y , reported  as f o l lo w s s 4/

"These t r ib e s ,  Crows and Gros V en tres, exp ressed  a wish  
to  s e t t l e  at the same poin t on th e l e f t  bank o f  the r iv e r  
im m ediately above the mouth o f  M ilk B iver in  Montana T err ito ry ——■
I would recommend th a t th ey  be allow ed an a g e n t, and that 
agency b u ild in g s  be provided fo r  them at the p o in t s e le c te d  
by them fo r  a home. They w i l l  do l i t t l e  or n o th in g  at present 
in  the way o f  c u lt iv a t in g  the s o i l ."

In  the e a r ly  days ev ery th in g  p o s s ib le  was done to  keep the d i f f e r ­

en t t r ib e s  from wandering from p lace to  p lace  as th ey  had been in  the  

habit' o f  d o in g , th us cau sin g  a n x ie ty  and fe a r  among the s e t t l e r s .  The 

g rea t amount o f  game on the p la in s  a t th a t tim e always gave the tr ib e s  

an excuse to  lea v e  th e ir  s e le c te d  agency to  hunt, Eor t h i s  reason th ey  

were c o n s ta n tly  coming in  con tact w ith  the w h ite s . In  order to  r id  

th em selves o f  t h i s  constant menace o f  th e Indian in c u r s io n s , the s e t t l e r s

1 7 Report o f  Commissioner o f  Ind ian  A ffa ir s  to  the S ecretary  o f  
th e I n t e r io r ,  U. S . Government P r in tin g  O ff ic e , W ashington, D. C ., 1866, 
page 1-79.



-19-
and the s o ld ie r s  a t the army p o sts  s e t  about a sy stem a tic  campaign to  k i l l  

o f f  a l l  b u ffa lo  and o th er  game on the p la in s .  This campaign was h ig h ly  

s u c c e s s fu l ,  and in  a few years th ere  was but l i t t l e  w ild  game l e f t  on the  

p la in s .  T his worked an u n to ld  hardship on the Indian s and reduced them 

alm ost to  the s ta r v a t io n  p o in t . From t h is  time forward th ey  were more or 

l e s s  under the care o f  the Federal Government and depended on i t  fo r  t h e ir  

s u b s is te n c e .

On the o th er  hand the w hite people were encroaching very  much on 

t e r r i t o r y  th a t had been s e t  a sid e  fo r  the In d ia n s. M iners, tra p p ers , 

s e t t l e r s ,  and adventurers were breaking every  tr e a ty  p ro v is io n  th a t had 

been recogn ized  by the Federal Government and the In d ian s were becoming 

very  h o s t i l e .  T h erefore , in  1868, another great conference was c a lle d  

at Fort Laramie. The arrangements were very  s a t is f a c t o r y  to  the Crow 

Tribe and a tr e a ty  was drawn up fo r  the s ign atu re  o f  the c h ie f s  and the  

approval o f  C ongress. T his T reaty provided fo r:

a . The a llo tm en t o f  not more than 320 acres o f  land to  the  
Ind ian  head o f  the fa m ily  who w ished to  begin  farm ing.

•'A rtic le  6 . J?/ I f  any in d iv id u a l belonging  to  sa id  tr ib e  o f  
Ind ian s or l e g a l ly  in corp orated  w ith  them, bein g  th e head 
o f  a fa m ily , s h a l l  d e s ir e  to  commence farm ing, he s h a l l  have 
the p r iv i le g e  to  s e l e c t ,  in  the presence and w ith  the  
a s s is ta n c e  o f  the agent then in  charge, a t r a c t  o f  land w ith in  
sa id  r e s e r v a t io n , not exceed in g  th ree  hundred and tw enty acres  
in  e x te n t , which tr a c t  when so s e le c t e d ,  c e r t i f i e d ,  and recorded  
in  the "land book," as h erein  d ir e c te d , s h a l l  cease to  be h eld  
in  common, but the same may be occupied and h e ld  in  the e x c lu s iv e  
p o sse ss io n  o f  the person s e le c t in g  i t ,  and h is  fa m ily , so long  
as he or th ey  may continue to  c u lt iv a te  i t ."

b . The a llo tm en t o f  80 acres o f  land to  any oth er Indian  
over 18 who w ished to  farm:

. :"Any person over e ig h teen  years o f  age , not b ein g  the  

Jj/ , Eappler ,  o p . ' e i t . ,  page 1008. ‘ =
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head o f  a fa m ily , may in  l ik e  manner s e le c t  and cause to  
" "be c e r t i f i e d  to  him or h er , fo r  purposes o f  c u lt iv a t io n ,  

a q u a n tity  o f  land not exceed in g  e ig h ty  acres in  e x te n t , 
and thereupon he e n t i t l e d  to  th e  e x c lu s iv e  p o sse s s io n  o f  
same as d ir e c ted ."

c . ' For any Ind ian  who wished to  farm, aid  in  the form o f  
see d , im plem ents, one good cow, a yoke o f oxen, and a bonus 
o f  $100 .the f i r s t  year w ith  $25 ann u ally  fo r  the th ree  
fo llo w in g  y e a rs .

d. C lo th in g  and monetary a s s is ta n c e  to  be g iv en  fo r  ten  
years to  a l l  In d ian s engaged in  a g r ic u ltu r e .

e .  P ro v is io n  fo r  a b lacksm ith  and n ecessa ry  r e p a ir s  fo r  
farm m achinery.

f .  Food r a t io n s  fo r  a l l  In d ian s over four years o f  age.

g . A p r ize  o f  $500 ann ually  fo r  th ree  years to  ten  persons 
o f  the tr ib e  growing the most va lu ab le  crops fo r  th e . 
r e s p e c t iv e  y e a r , .

h . The b u ild in g  o f a sch oo l house and the esta b lish m en t  
o f  a sch o o l fo r  every  t h ir t y  ch ild ren  o f sch oo l age.

3 . In  1882, a th ir d  tr e a ty  o f  g rea t importance to  the tr ib e  was

made. T his provided fo r  the sa le  to  th e U nited  S ta te s  o f  the p ortion

o f  the Crow E eserv a tio n  w est o f  C lark’s Fork E iver fo r  c e r ta in  va lu ab le

c o n s id e r a t io n s . Some o f  th ese  c o n s id e ra tio n s  w ere: 6/

„ a . The payment o f  $30,000 an n u ally  fo r  the next tw e n ty -fiv e  
y e a r s . T his sum w a s.to  be expended fo r  the e r e c t io n  o f  
h o u ses , fo r  the improvement o f  a l l  a llo tm e n ts , fo r  the pur­
ch asin g  o f  a g r ic u ltu r a l see d , farm ing implements and l i v e ­
s to c k , and fo r  payment in  cash as the P resid en t o f  the U nited  
S ta te s  should d ir e c t .

b . The remainder o f  the r e se r v a t io n  should be surveyed and 
d iv id ed  among the Grows in  s e v e r a lty — not more than 160 acres . 
o f  farm ing land and 160 acres o f  grazin g  land to  each . The 
grazin g  land was to  be h eld  in  tr u s t  fo r  25 y e a r s .

6 /  . E appler, C harles J . ,  Ind ian  A ffa ir s  Laws and T r e a t ie s ,
U. S . Government P r in tin g  O ff ic e , W ashington, D. C ., Volume I ,  1904? 
page 195.
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4 . On J u ly  10 , .1882, 7 /  an act was r a t i f i e d  and accepted  by  the

Crow T rib e , p rov id in g  fo r  the sa le  o f  a r ig h t  o f  way to  the Northern
\

P a c if i c  E a ilroad  to  tr a v e rse  the r e se r v a tio n  and to  i n s t a l l  n ecessary
' ' j '

te leg ra p h  l in e s  and oth er appurtenances o f  the r a ilr o a d . The Grows re ­

ce iv ed  $25*000 in  c o n s id e ra tio n .

5* On December 8 , 1890, 8/  the Crows agreed to  s e l l  to  the U nited  

S ta te s  Government fo r  the sum o f  $946 ,000  a l l  the land from C lark's  

Pork E iv er  to  the base o f  the West Pryor M ountains. The money was to  

be used  as fo llo w s :

a . $200,000 to  con stru ct an ir r ig a t io n  system  on the L it t l e  
Horn and the B ig  Horn E iv e r s . As much as p o s s ib le  o f  the  
work was to  be g iven  to  the In d ia n s,

b . $25 ,000  to  construct* th ree  f lo u r  m i l l s .
c . $45 ,000 to  purchase a T rib a l herd o f c a t t l e .

d . $10 ,000  to  be used in  r e p a ir in g  Indian h ou ses,

e .  $ 552,000 to  be s e t  a s id e  as a cash annuity fund to  be paid
at th e ra te  o f  $12 to  each Ind ian  annually  fo r  the next tw enty  
y e a r s .

f .  Any balance was to  be expended fo r  the b e n e f it  o f  the Crows 
as deemed n ecessa ry  by the S ecretary  o f  the I n te r io r .

6 . In  1893, 9/  the Grow Ind ian s granted the Northern P a c if ic

E ailroad  the r ig h t  o f  way from a p o in t on t h e ir  e x is t in g  r a ilr o a d  to

the B ig  Horn B iv er— thence up the L i t t l e  Horn V a lley  to  th e south l in e

o f  the E eserv a tio n . T his road i s  known as the B u rlin gton  EaiIway.

I /  Kappler ,  V ol. I ,  op. c i t page 203.7 

8 /  I b id , page 432.

2/ I  "bid, page 479«



-22-
7 . In  A p ril 1904, 1 0 / the Crow Tribe agreed to  s e l l  to  the U n ited  

S ta te s  Government a p o r tio n  o f  the R eserva tion  northw est o f  the Fort 

C uster H iI ita ry ^ R eserv a tio n . The c o n s id era tio n  o f  $ 1 ,1 5 0 ,0 0 0  was to

be used  fo r  the b e n e f it  o f  the Crows in  the b u ild in g  o f  ir r ig a t io n  

system s, the purchase o f  l iv e s t o c k ,  the b u ild in g  o f homes, and fo r  cash  

b e n e f it s  to  be paid  in  a n n u it ie s .

8 . The ’Crow Act o f  June 1920, l l /  was a very  im portant one, fo r  

th e p resen t a d m in istra tio n  o f  the R eserva tion  i s  guided in  large  measure 

by i t s  term s. A few o f  the im portant p r o v is io n s  are as fo llo w s:

a . A commission should be appointed by the Ind ian  O ffice  to  
determ ine the competency o f  th e Grow In d ia n s. The in d iv id u a l  
Ind ian  would make a p p lic a tio n  to  t h i s  commission fo r  the r ig h t  
to  tr a n sa c t h is  own b u sin ess  w ithout the a s s is ta n c e  o f  the 
Government. The commission e i t h e r  approved the req u est or 
disapproved i t .  I f  the a p p lic a t io n  was approved i t  gave the  
in d iv id u a l th e r ig h t  to  le a se  h is  own land and th a t o f  h is  
minor ch ild ren  w ithout O ffice  su p e r v is io n .

b. The competent Indian was g iv en  the r ig h t to  apply fo r  a 
fe e  paten t on one h a lf  o f  h is  own a llo tm en t. But as soon as 
the ch ild ren  became o f  age or reached the age o f  twenty-one,, 
the c h i ld 's  land rev erted  to  the su p erv is io n  o f  the Indian  
O ff ic e .

0 .  A r ev o lv in g  fund was s e t  up from funds in  the Indian  
O ffice  to  th e c r e d it  o f  the Crow Tribe fo r  the b e n e f it  o f  
th e se  In d ian s th a t needed a g r ic u ltu r a l a s s is ta n c e .  -This 
fund could be used to  purchase se e d , an im als, m achinery, 
t o o l s ,  im plem ents and oth er equipment to  the amount o f  
f i f t y  thousand d o l la r s .  T his fund could be loaned  without 
in t e r e s t  to  th ose  d eserv in g  and needing a s s is ta n c e ,  and 
should be rep aid  by the borrower as soon as p o s s ib le  and then  
loaned to  some oth er Indian need ing h e lp .

10 / K appler, C harles J . ,  In d ian  A ffa ir s  Laws and Treaties",
Volume I I I ,  U. 8 . Government P r in tin g  O ff ic e , W ashington, D. C ., 1913 
page 8 7 .

l l /  K appler, C harles J . ,  Ind ian  A ffa ir s  Laws and T r e a t ie s ,  
Volume IV, U. S. Government P r in tin g  O ff ic e ,  W ashington, D. C ., 1929, 
page 755.
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d . Any Indian-owned land th a t was not needed "by the Indians
could  he le a se d  to  w hite l e s s e e s f f o r  a period  not to  exceed  
f iv e  years at a tim e . v

e .  S e c tio n s  s ix te e n  and t h i r t y - s i x ,  or such p a r ts  o f  such 
s e c t io n s  as may he non-m ineral or non-tim hered, were to  he 
g iv en  to  the S ta te  o f  Montana fo r  common sch o o l purposes.
The Grow Ind ian  ch ild ren  were to  he perm itted  to  a tten d  the  
p u b lic  sch o o ls  o f  sa id  S ta te  on the same co n d it io n s  as the 
ch ild ren  o f  w hite c i t i z e n s .

The purpose o f  t h i s  act was to  g iv e  the Indian a chance to  oper­

a te  h is  own a f f a ir s  w ithout O ffice  s u p e r v is io n .in  order th a t he should  

lea rn  hy d o in g , hut s t i l l  not to  g iv e  him the r ig h t to  d isp o se  o f h is  

t r u s t  lan d .

Four hundred and tw en ty-n in e o f  the Crow Ind ian s were adjudged 

competent and g iv en  th e r ig h t to  make le a s e s  and to  tr a n sa c t th e ir  own 

b u sin ess  fr e e  from Government su p e r v is io n . A ll lands were a l lo t t e d  

excep t the unsurveyed mountainous lands in  the B ig Horn and Pryor 

M ountains. T his u n a llo t te d  land c o n s is te d  o f 272,640 a cres  o f  very  

good g ra zin g  la n d s .

Agency Reports as to  S ta tu s  and P rogress o f  the Grow Indian s

The f i r s t  rep ort o f  any farm ing done by the Crows was made by 

L ieutenant Camp in  1870,. th a t a fu ll-b lo o d e d  In d ian , Wolf Bow, w ith  

the a id  o f  th ree  w ives and e ig h t ch ild ren  c u lt iv a te d  about seven acres  

o f  land and produced a .-fa ir  crop. 1 2 / Wolf Bow had been th e second Grow 

Ind ian  to  s ig n  th e T reaty o f  Fort Laramie in  1868,

In  the rep ort o f  Agent F. D. Pease to  the Commissioner o f  Ind ian  

12/  E ap p ler, V o l. I , op. c i t . ,  page 432.
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A ffa ir s  in  1871, th ere  i s  a record o f  the U nited  S ta te s  not keeping  

i t s  tr e a ty  o b lig a t io n s .  1 3 / There were com plaints from the Indians who 

were tr y in g  to  farm th a t th ey  had not rec e iv ed  the "%ood American cow 

and one yoke o f  w ell-b rok en  American o x en ." Mr. Pease records a popu­

la t io n  o f  4 ,1 0 0  persons and rep o rts  a grea t s c a r c ity  o f  game fo r  food .
. - " iW '-
He su g g ests- th a t .the^Crows be armed to  b e t te r  p ro tec t th em selves a g a in st  

the S iou x . Seventy—f iv e  acres o f  land were broken, fo r ty  were t i l l e d  

and th ree  a cres  were used fo r  garden. Mr. Pease remarks th a t the o ld  

In d ian s were very  much opposed to  la b o r  fo r  th ey  con sid ered  i t  degrading.
I - 1 .

In  the Agency Report fo r  1872, 1 4 / t h e ' s iz e  o f  t h e ir  rese rv a tio n  

was g iv en  as 6 , 263,000 a c r e s , o f  which one hundred acres was farmed by 

the In d ia n s . Three hundred b u sh els  o f  w heat, 1 ,000 b u sh els  o f  corn, $00 

b u sh els  o f  o a ts ,  2 ,0 0 0  b u sh els  o f  p o ta to e s  and 8 ,000  pounds o f v e g e ta b le s  

were produced. Twenty thousand d o lla r s  worth o f fu rs  were s o ld . The 

agent rep o rts  th a t th ree  frame houses and t h ir t y  lo g  houses were occupied  

by the In d ia n s.

The rep ort fo r  1875, 15 / i s  in  a d if fe r e n t  to n e . The Crows were

a tta ck ed  by th e S ioux and driven  from the R eserv a tio n . The agent sa y s:

"The e f f e c t  upon the Crows i s  d etr im en ta l and ten d s to  paralyze  
the e f f o r t s  and the exp en d itu res o f  the Government upon th e ir  
c iv i l i z a t io n ."

Again in  1876, 1 6 / because o f  the Indian wars th ere  was no farm ing. 

~ 13 / Report o f  Commissioner o f  Ind ian  A f fa ir s ,  1871, p . T lT I ’

1 4 / Report o f  Commissioner o f  Indian  A f f a ir s , 1873, p . 406.

1 5 / Report o f  Commissioner o f  In d ian  A f f a ir s , 1875, page 302.

16/ Report of Commissioner of Indian Affairs, I8 7 6, page 87. •



There were a number o f  com plaints about whiskey and w hite hunters bein g  

on the R eserv a tio n . The agent rep orted  th a t th ere were s ix  Grow Ind ian s  

w earing c i t i z e n s '  d r e s s , but th ere were no houses occupied  by the  

In d ia n s . There was one sch oo l house and th ere  were fo r ty —fou r males 

and t h ir t y —fou r fem ales a tten d in g  sc h o o l. Twelve In d ian s could read  

E n g lish . There were 20 ,000  Indian-owned h o rses .

In  1880, 1 7 / the a g e n t's  rep ort s ta te d  th a t the Grows were " essen ­

t i a l l y  a nomadic ra ce— happy in  the chase."  They had l i t t l e  sense o f  the  

valu e o f  money, as a t r ib e  th ey  were n o to r io u s ly  im p rovident. Most o f  

them wore " c it iz e n s '"  c lo th e s .  T heir amusements c o n s is te d  o f  s in g in g , 

dan cin g, and horse r a c in g . They l ik e d  to  en joy  the f r u i t s  o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  

but would l ik e  the w hite man to  do the Work. Most o f  the work around th e  

camp was done by the women. The Crows p ro fessed  to  be g rea t fr ie n d s  o f  

the Government. They would sa y , "White man and Crow l ik e  one." The 

gen era l h e a lth  was good. T heir c a p a c ity  fo r  ed u cation  was very  good;

" in  penmanship and drawing th ey  e x c e l the w hite ch ild ren ."  Table I  shows 

th a t in  1880 the Grows had c u lt iv a te d  fo r ty -o n e  acres and th a t tw enty-one  

fa m ilie s  were a c tu a lly  farm ing. They owned 13,400 head o f  h o rses , but 

on ly  800 head o f  c a t t l e .  T w en ty-five ch ild ren  attended  sch o o l and e ig h t  

houses were occu p ied . They so ld  $27 ,700  o f  fu r s .

In  1890, 1 8 / the agent reported , a very  hard year in  Montana 

because o f a severe  drought. This record showed th a t the Indians were 

" IT? Report o f  Commissioner o f  Indian  A f fa ir s ,  1880, page 107.

1 8 / Report o f  Commissioner o f  Ind ian  A f f a ir s , I 89O, page 115.
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TABLE I .  AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS 
CROW INDIAN RESERVATION, MONTANA*

Area o f R eservation  6 .
in  m il l io n  a cres  

No. o f A llotm en ts  
Acres C u ltiv a ted  
F a m ilie s  a c tu a lly  

c u lt iv a t in g  lands  
Wheat P lanted  Acres 
Acres o f Corn 
Pounds o f v e g e ta b le s  

produced 
Tons of hay cut 
H orses Owned 24,
C a ttle  Owned 
M ilk Cows Owned 
Swine 
Sheep 
P ou ltry
Ind ian s engaged in  

sto ck  r a is in g  
Value of L ivestock  

so ld
Value of a l l  Crops 

Produced
Income a l l  sou rces in  

thousands of d o lla r s

ear
870

Year
1880

Year
1890

Year
1900

Year
1911

Year
1915

Year
1920

Year
1932

Year
1937

624 6 .624 4 .712 3.540 2 .313 2 .313 2.313 2.313 2.123

670 976 1,1111 ; 2?438 2,838 4 ,125 4 ,125
41 1 ,399 4 ,000 17,000 18,400 16,234 9,456 8,317

21 27 119 226 279 280 . 184 1253
57 250 12,876 13,654 11,867 2 ,171 1*572

. 250 No Records 22 27

68 ,860 158,000 143,333 215,156 188. 089' 282, 001\ 386.921
700 2 ,000 No Records 3,761 3,451

000 13,400 5,210 6,123 7 ,000 2 ,224 4 ,700 1 ,958 1 ,650
10 8 ,000 3 ,500 3 ,200 3»830 15,861 2,648 2,737 3 ,830

68 120
192 170

1 ,646 2,300
410 700 550 1,235 1,178 1 ,268 6,000

No Records 265 237 220 220

No Records $30,000 436,256 40,175 44,850

.No Records 70,230

234 230 150 550 729 1,457 570 682
* Source: Records Crow Indian O ff ic e  -

IMON
I
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mu oh opposed to  the B u rlin gton  R a ilro a d . In  th e ir  c o u n c ils  th ey  sa id  th a t

th ey  "did not want more sta k es  s e t  in  t h e ir  ground."

The rep ort showed th a t the number o f  acres c u lt iv a te d  had in crea sed

to  1399 acres w h ile  10 ,600 acres were under fe n c e . Twenty-seven fa m il ie s

were a c tu a lly  c u lt iv a t in g  the s o i l .  The Indian-owned h o rses  had decreased

to  5 ,210  head w h ile  the number o f c a t t l e  had in crea sed  to  3 ,5 0 0 . Only

410 head o f p o u ltry  were owned. The acreage o f the R eservation  had
.

' decreased  to  4 , 712,960 a c r e s , and 670 d if fe r e n t  a llo tm en ts  had been made.

There were 80^childrdn a tten d in g  sch o o ls  "out o f  a p o p u la tion  o f 2 ,436  

p e o p le ." One hundred and f i f t y  In d ian s could  speak the E n g lish  language 

and 140 co u ld .rea d  i t .  Three hundred tw en ty -fou r  houses were occupied; 

as very  few o f  the tr ib e  l iv e d  in  te n t s  or te p e e s . The agent had r e c e iv ed

1 ,000  head o f  h e i f e r s  and 50 b u lls  which he added to  the t r ib a l  herd 

in s te a d  o f  is s u in g  them to  the in d iv id u a l Indian s because he thought the  

c a t t le  would r e c e iv e  b e tte r  care in  the herd .

In  1900, much a tte n t io n  was g iv en  to  l iv e s t o c k .  ' The Superinten­

dent wrote 1 9 / to  the Commissioner o f  Ind ian  A ffa ir s  as fo llo w s:

"The r e s u l t s  from the c a t t l e , co n sid erin g  the present 
s iz e  o f  th e  herd , was very  s a t is f a c t o r y ,  and from th e ir  
shipm ents and i s s u e s ,  $56,000 were r e a l iz e d . The horse 
q u estio n  appeared a most se r io u s  on e, as some 35 ,000 to
40 ,000  head o f  inbred Indian  p on ies were running on the 
range e a t in g  and g ra ss  from th e c a t t l e .  During th e past
year some 12 ,000 head have been d isp osed  o f ,  b r in g in g  j
good p r ic e s  co n sid er in g  the q u a l i ty .  Five d o lla r s  fo r  j
y e a r lin g s  and from $5 to  $10 fo r  the b a la n ce ." j

He fu r th e r  s t a t e s  th a t

" P ra c tic a l exp erien ce has proved beyond doubt the j
I19/ Report of Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 1900, page 267.
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ad v i s a M l i t y  o f  a l l o t t in g  in  s e v e r a lty  as a p p lied  in  
t h i s  t r i h e . There are in  each o f  the f iv e  farm d is ­
t r i c t s  o f  t h i s  r e se r v a tio n  community farms worked in  
common by th ose to  whom no a llo tm en t o f  land has y e t  
been made and t h e ir  work proves th a t each in d iv id u a l  
should have h is  own land."

At t h i s  tim e th ere  were 4 ,0 0 0  a cres c u lt iv a te d  and 119 d if fe r e n t  

Indian  fa m il ie s  were a c tu a lly  farm ing. The crop y ie ld s  were f a ir  as 

shown in  ta b le  I . The t o t a l  income was $105 ,866 from a l l  r e so u rces . Two 

hundred and f i f t y  fa m ilie s  l iv e d  in  frame or lo g  houses and two hundred 

th ir t y - th r e e  ch ild ren  were a tten d in g  the v ar iou s Government sc h o o ls , 

both on and o f f  the E eserv a tio n . More o f  the Indians were able to  speak  

and to  read E n g lish . The same rep ort in d ic a te s  th a t the "health  o f the  

tr ib e  has been f a ir  though tu b ercu lar  tr o u b le s  o f  s e r io u s  forms are 

fr e q u e n tly  met w ith ."

In  1910, 20/  the Commissioner wrote th a t $4 1 , 688 .85  had been ex­

pended fo r  ir r ig a t io n  and o f  th a t , $26 ,480  had been paid  the Indian lab or  

and team s, as agreed in  the tr e a ty  o f  I 89O. I t  was e stim a ted  th at  

69,340  acres were ir r ig a b le . This year se a le d  b id s fo r  g razin g  land on 

th e Crow R eserva tion  in crea sed  the amount paid  about fou r tim es , th a t i s ,  

from $ 3 3 ,0 0 1 .2 7  to  $140 , 252 . 0 0 .

1911, the s t a t i s t i c a l  ta b le s  2 l /  show th a t 1 ,725  Crows were 

a l lo t t e d  w h ile  225 were n o t . Ho fa m ilie s  were l iv in g  in  tep ees  o f  

t e n t s ,  but a l l  l iv e d  in  houses w ith  good f lo o r s .  The number o f ch ild ren  

in  sch o o l had in c r ea se d . The t o t a l  revenue was about - f iv e  tim es as great  

as in  1900. The number o f  c a t t le  and p o u ltry  had in c r ea se d . The t o t a l  

2 0 / Report o f  Commissioner o f  Indian  A f fa ir s ,  1910, page 72 . '

21/ Report of Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 1 9 1 1. .



v a lu e  o f  th e  I n d i a n ' s  i n d i v i d u a l  p r o p e r t y  w as e s t im a t e d  t o  "be $ 4 , 9 8 8 ,4 9 2 . 2 3 .

I n  1 9 1 8 , 2 2 /  t h e  p o p u la t io n  h ad  d e c r e a s e d  s l i g h t l y  t o  1 7 1 3 . A b ou t  

o n e - h a l f  t h i s  num ber w ere a b le  t o  s p e a k  E n g l i s h  and t o  r e a d  and w r i t e .  

N i n e t y - s e v e n  o f  th e  Crows w ere  c i t i z e n s  and v o t e r s .  The t o t a l  incom e o f  

t h e  t r i b e  h ad  i n c r e a s e d  t o  $ 9 3 0 ,7 1 4 .  T h is  in com e w as d e r i v e d  from  c r o p s  

p r o d u c e d , l i v e s t o c k  s o l d ,  t im b e r  s a l e s ,  w a g e s  e a r n e d , i n d i v i d u a l  l e a s e s , 

la n d  s a l e s ,  I n d ia n  m oneys', e t c .  T h ere  w ere  2 31  I n d ia n  f a m i l i e s  fa r m in g  

and o p e r a t in g  1 9 ,2 0 0  a c r e s  o f  la n d .  I t  w as e s t im a t e d  t h a t  5 14  I n d ia n s  

w ere  e n g a g e d  i n  p r o d u c in g  l i v e s t o c k ,  w h ic h ' t h e y  g r a z e d  on  a b o u t 3 0 0 ,0 0 0  

a c r e s  o f  r a n g e  la n d ,  A t th e  same t im e  t h e r e  w ere 2 ,0 0 0  l e a s e s  c o v e r in g

1 ,8 5 0 ,0 0 0  a c r e s  o f  g r a z in g  la n d .

I n  1 9 3 0 ,  th e  t o t a l  p o p u la t io n  h ad  i n c r e a s e d  t o  1 9 6 6 ,  w i t h  1 7 2 0  

r e s i d i n g  a t  th e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  and 2 2 4  l i v i n g  e ls e w h e r e  th a n  on th e  

R e s e r v a t i o n .  Of t h e  563 c h i l d r e n  b e tw e e n  t h e  a g e s  o f  6 and  18  y e a r s ,

4 3 6  w ere  i n  s c h o o l .

The 1 9 3 2  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  S u p e r in te n d e n t  t o  th e  C o m m iss io n er  o f  

I n d ia n  A f f a i r s  sh ow s t h a t  th e  num ber o f  r a n g e  c a t t l e  on  t h e  R e se r v a ­

t i o n  h ad  d e c r e a s e d  t o  2 ,7 3 7  h e a d .  The I n d ia n  fa r m e r s  h a d  h a r v e s t e d  2 ,1 7 1  

a c r e s  o f  w h e a t ,  1 ,7 3 9  a c r e s  o f  a l f a l f a ,  2 ,7 0 0  a c r e s  o f  w i l d  h a y . Two 

h u n d red  f i f t y - s e v e n  th o u s a n d  f o u r  h u n d red  and one p o u n d s o f  v e g e t a b l e s  

h ad  b e e n  s t o r e d  from  t h e  2 2 5  home g a r d e n s .  The l i v e s t o c k  owned b y  th e

d i f f e r e n t  fa r m e r s  i n c lu d e d  w ork  h o r s e s ,  m i lk  c o w s , h o g s ,  s h e e p  and p o u l t r y .
/
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22/ Report of Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 1918.



Summary

Thus i s  shown the t r a n s it io n  o f  the Crow Tribe from 1742 at the  

tim e o f  f i r s t  v i s i t a t i o n  o f  the w hite ex p lo rers  and ad ven tu rers, when the  

t r ib e  was a w arlik e nomadic people w ithout any permanent home, to  the 

p resen t tim e when th ey  are p ea cefu l law ab id in g  c i t i z e n s  o f  the U nited  

S t a te s .

I t  was shown th a t b efore t h e ir  con tact w ith  the w hite man th ey  

were s e l f  s u f f i c in g  in  a c iv i l i z a t io n  e n t ir e ly  d if fe r e n t  from th at o f  the  

p resen t tim e . They l iv e d  from the b e n e f it s  o f  the hunt and the chase 

and the v e g e ta tio n  o f  th a t reg io n . T heir houses or t e p e e s , th e ir  c lo th in g  

t h e ir  weapons, were a l l  handmade from the m ater ia l th a t was found on 

th e lan d .

I t  has been found th a t a f t e r  the coming o f the w hite man the Crow 

In d ian s gave up t h e ir  wandering l i f e  and s e le c te d  t h e ir  p resen t lo c a t io n  

to  l i v e  under the p r o te c tio n  o f the U nited  S ta te s  Government. Their  

p h ilo so p h y , r e l i g io n ,  and in  fa c t  most o f  t h e ir  c i v i l i z a t i o n  was d is ­

carded and th a t o f  the w hite men adopted.

The t r e a t ie s  and agency rep o rts  showed th a t o f  the. more than  

s ix  m il l io n  acres o f  th e o r ig in a l r e s e r v a t io n , about tw o -th ird s  o f  the  

land has been ceded to  the government, in  exchange fo r  improvements and 

a n n u it ie s ,  or to  be h e ld  as parks or so ld  to  the r a ilr o a d  companies or 

so ld  to  w hite s e t t l e r s  by in d iv id u a l In d ian s a f t e r  b e in g  a l lo te d  to  them.

The land s o ld .t o  the r a ilr o a d s  was used by th ese  companies as 

r ig h t  o f  way fo r  tr a c k s , te leg ra p h  l in e s  and other appurtenances, thus
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g iv in g  the !R eservation two l in e s  o f  tra n sp o r ta tio n  and communication 

tr a v e r s in g  th e e n t ir e  r eg io n .

The improvements provided "by the government in c lu d ed  the i r r i g a -  ' 

t io n  system , h y d r o -e le c tr ic  p la n ts , f lo u r  m i l l s ,  h o s p ita l  and m edical 

s e r v ic e ,  s c h o o ls , and ad m in istra tio n  o f  r e se rv a tio n  a f f a i r s .

The problem now i s  how can the In d ian s use th ese  improvements 

and the remainder o f  t h e ir  land to  the b est advantage o f  them selves and 

o f  the n a tio n  as a w hole.

CHAPTER I I .  SURFACE, CLIMATE, AND RESOURCES OF 
THE CROW INDIAN RESERVATION

Extent and L ocation

To understand thoroughly the economic p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  the Grow 

Indian  R eserv a tio n , i t  i s  n ecessa ry  to  be fa m ilia r  w ith  the g e o lo g ic a l  

fe a tu r e s  and the n a tu ra l reso u rces  th a t serve to  make t h i s  one o f  the  

most favored R eserv a tio n s in  Montana. The present Crow Indian Reserva­

t io n  co n ta in s  about 3 ,000 square m ile s  and in c lu d es  112 tow nships or 

p a rts  o f  tow nships w ith in  Townships I to  9 South L a titu d e , Ranges 25 to  

38, East L ongitude. Most o f  the R eserva tion  l i e s  w ith iji^ the l im it s  

o f  B ig  Horn County, but some o f the northw estern  tow nships are in  

Y ellow stone County. A map o f  the R eserva tion  i s  shown in  fig u re  5»

Surface and Geology

Surface a l t i t u d e s  w ith in  the a rea , 2 3 / range from about 2 ,150  f e e t

2 3 / Geology o f  B ig  Horn County and the Crow Indian  R eservation  
Montana. G eo lo g ica l Survey B u lle t in  8 56 , U. S. Government P r in tin g  O f f ic e ,  
W ashington, D. C ., 1935.
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above sea  le v e l  in  the B ig Horn V a lley  near Hardin to  4 ,1 0 0  f e e t  on 

Pine R idge, and from 5 ,600 f e e t  in  the Rosebud Mountains to  more than

8 ,0 0 0  fe e t  in  the Pryor M ountains, v .h ile the h ig h est e le v a t io n  in  the  

B ig Horn Mountains extends 9 ,250  f e e t  above sea l e v e l .  The mean r e l i e f  

i s ,  th e r e fo r e , about 6 ,500  f e e t .  The r e l i e f  o f  th ese  mountains i s  

accentuated  by t h e ir  abrupt r is e  o f  more than 6 ,000 f e e t  above the 

g en era l l e v e l  o f  the p la in s .  Long narrow r id g e s , c a lle d  hogbacks, from 

t h e ir  fa n c ied  resem blance to  the razor back hog, p a r a l le l  the mountains 

and mark the t r a n s it io n  from the p la in s .  These hogbacks were formed by 

hard t i l t e d  la y e r s  o f  rock th a t r e s is t e d  the ero s io n  which removed the 

s o f t e r  la y e rs  above and below .

The p la in s  th em se lv es, though m ostly  l e s s  than 4 ,0 0 0  fe e t  above
( Iat

sea  le v e l  are by no means fb .lt .  Smooth n ea r ly  f l a t  t r a c t s  are not un­

common in  the in terstrea m  a rea s , but the r e l i e f  in  some p arts  i s  500 to  

600 f e e t .

Although on ly  the main stream s o f  the Crow Indian R eservation  are 

p e r e n n ia l, the volume o f water ca rr ied  at c er ta in  tim es o f  the year i s  

large  and i t s  e r o s iv e  power i s  g r e a t . Most o f  the stream v a lle y s  are 

deep ly  cut below the gen era l le v e l  o f  the country. In the mountains 

the r iv e r s  have cut narrow canyons more than 1 ,000 fe e t  deep . Of the 

la rg e  number o f  b e a u t ifu l canyons in  or near the B ig Horn Mountains, 

th ree  deserve m ention. They are the B ig  Horn, L i t t l e  Horn, and Black 

Canyons. The B ig Horn Canyon i s  the la r g e s t .  24 / I t  i s  more than 1 ,000

2 4 / Geology o f  B ig Horn County and the Crow Indian  R eservation  
Montana, op. c i t .
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f e e t  deep. The r iv e r  f i l l s  the bottom so com p lete ly  th a t not even  

s u f f i c i e n t  space i s  l e f t  on e ith e r  s id e  fo r  a fo o tp a th . Black Canyon, 

which i s  a tr ib u ta r y  o f  the B ig  Horn Canyon, i s  1 ,200 to  1 ,500  f e e t  deep. 

L i t t l e  Hrrn Canyon has b r i l l i a n t l y  co lored  w a lls  th a t r i s e  1 ,500 to

2 ,0 0 0  f e e t  above the canyon f lo o r .I
In  the p la in s ,  the width and depth o f  the v a l le y s  d i f f e r  w ith  the  

kind  o f  rock s tr u c tu r e . V a lle y s  cut in  sh a le  are w ider than th ose cut 

in  san d ston e, but n ea r ly  a l l  have f l a t  bottoms w ith  s t r ip s  o f  a llu vium , 

and s id e s  th a t r i s e  s te e p ly  to  the l e v e l  o f  the surrounding upland.

T erraces are con sp icu ou sly  developed along the B ig  Horn E iv e r , 

where th ey  are lo c a l ly  c a lle d  benches. The term bench i s  a ls o  used  

l o c a l ly  to  d escr ib e  a n ea r ly  f l a t  area r e s u lt in g  from the ero s io n  o f  

s o f t  sh a le  from a n ea r ly  h orizon ta l- harder and more r e s is t a n t  un derly ing  

bed. The g r a v e lly - te r r a c e s  or benches l e v e l  the t i l t e d  sh a le  and sand­

ston e w ithout r esp ec t to  d if fe r e n c e s  in  h ardn ess. The depth o f the  

g ra v e l ranges from a few in ch es to  t h i r t y - f iv e  or fo r ty  f e e t .  In a 

few p la c e s  i t  i s  more than f i f t y  f e e t , . but u su a lly  i t  i s  l e s s  than tw en ty -  

f iv e  f e e t , The te r r a c e s  owe th e ir  p reserv a tio n  at the p resen t l e v e l s  to  

the fa c t  th a t a su rface  covered by g ra v e l r e s i s t s  e r o s io n , because w ater  

f a l l i n g  on i t  q u ick ly  p e r c o la te s  through the gravel and d ra in s out s lo w ly ,  

e it h e r  as sp r in g s or as seepage a long the s id e s .  E rosion  i s  most a c t iv e  

where a sm all stream  i s  working headward in  a te r r a c e , or where a la r g e r  

stream  i s  u n d ercu ttin g  the terra ce  by la t e r a l  p la ta t io n .
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Drainage

The r a in  th a t f a l l s  upon the p la in s  flow s o f f  r a p id ly  he cause o f  

the sp a rsen ess  o f  the v e g e ta t io n , the w e ll—developed drainage system , 

and the v io le n t  nature o f  many o f  the ra in storm s. For t h i s  reason  

the stream s are v ery  "flashy" and r i s e  w ith  great r a p id i t y ,

The stream s o f  the R eservation  are a l l  tr ib u ta r y  e i th e r  d ir e c t ly  

or in d ir e c t ly  to  the Y ellow stone R iv er . The cen tra l part o f  the area i s  

drained by the B ig  Horn R iver and i t s  t r ib u t a r ie s ,  o f  which the L it t l e  

Horn R iver i s  th e la r g e s t ;  th e 'w estern  part i s  drained by Pryor Greek; 

the ea ster n  part i s  drained by Sarpy and Rosebud C reeks. S everal town­

sh ip s  in  the northern part are drained by F ly  Creek. A ll o f  th ese  

stream s have branches, some o f  which r i s e  in  the mountains and are 

p e r e n n ia l, but the m ajority  ir r e s p e c t iv e  o f  where th ey  r i s e ,  are 

in t e r m it te n t . The sm aller  branches are ephemeral and flo w  on ly  w hile show 

i s  m e ltin g  or during and im m ediately a f t e r  r a in s .

The B ig  Horn R iver i s  by fa r  the la r g e s t  o f  a l l  th ese  stream s.

I t  r i s e s  in  the mountains o f  Wyoming and a f t e r  i t  e n te r s  th e  p la in s  it .  

has a broad v a l le y  from a few hundred yards to  more than two m iles  in  

w id th . '

The L i t t l e  Horn R iver r i s e s  in  the B ig Horn Mountains ju st  south  

o f  the Wyoming S ta te  l i n e .  The v a l le y  i s  somewhat narrow arid con seq u en tly  

appears deeper than th a t o f  the B ig Horn. Pass and Lodgegrass Creeks 

are the on ly  p eren n ia l branches, but numerous in te r m itte n t  stream s flow  

from the e a s t  and w est carrying la rg e  volumes o f water during and
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inunediately a f t e r  storm s.

Pryor Greek r i s e s  in  the mountains o f  the same name and flow s in  

a g en era l n o rth ern ly  d ir e c t io n  in to  the Y ellow stone R iv er . I t  has a 

la rge  v a l le y  which may have "been formed when the o ld  stream  th at cut 

Pryor Gap flow ed through i t  on i t s  way to  the Y ellow stone R iv er . The 

v a l le y  f lo o r  i s  s e v e r a l hundred f e e t  below the gen era l l e v e l  o f  the  

in ter strea m  a r ea s , and the r is e  i s  very  abrupt, Pryor Greek has a 

f a i r l y  s tro n g  flo w  and in  the sp r in g  i t  c a r r ie s  large  volumes o f w ater  

d erived  from the m eltin g  snow in  the m ountains. I t  has se v e r a l tr ib u ­

t a r i e s ,  some o f  which r i s e  in  the m ountains, but are not p e r en n ia l. This 

creek i s  used  to  ir r ig a t e  con sid erab le  a r e a s , p a r t ic u la r ly  in  the 

v i c i n i t y  o f  the v i l la g e  o f Pryor.

P ly  Greek, an in te r m itte n t , stream  in  the northern part o f  the 

R eserv a tio n , i s  d ir e c t ly  tr ib u ta r y  to  the Y ellow stone R iv er . A ll the  

t r ib u ta r ie s  o f  F ly  Creek r is e  in  poorly-w atered  reg io n s and none are 

p eren n ia l excep t fo r  short, d is ta n c e s .

The U nited  S ta te s  G eo lo g ica l Survey has m aintained gauging s t a t io n s  

on c e r ta in  stream s in  t h i s  area and d e ta i le d  records have been p u b lish ed .

A gauging s ta t io n  was operated on the B ig  Horn R iver at Hardin from June 

16, 1904 to  May 31, 1925. The maximum discharge recorded was 42,300  

se c o n d -fe e t October I ,  1923, and the minimum was 516 s e c o n d -fe e t , J u ly  

1 5 -1 8 , 1919. 2 5 / Two s ta t io n s  have been operated on the L i t t l e  Horn 

R iv er , one near Wyola and the oth er at Crow Agency. At the Wyola s t a t io n

2 5 / Geology o f  B ig Horn County and the Crow Ind ian  R eserva tion , 
Montana, op. c i t .
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th e maximum recorded d isch arge .was 1 ,610 s e c o n d -fe e t , June 1.6, '1924, and 

th e minimum was 32 s e c o n d - fe e t , .A p r il  12 , 1915. At Crow Agency the 

maximum was 8 ,200  s e c o n d -fe e t , J u ly  23 , 1923. The stream  was dry from 

J u ly  28 to  August 6 , 1921." The stream, flo w  i s  a f fe c te d  by d iv e r s io n  fo r  

ir r ig a t io n  above th ese  gauging s t a t io n s .  "'The gauging s ta t io n s  above 

the Pryor d itc h  showed the maximum d isch arge was 112 s e c o n d -fe e t , Hay 

2 3 , 1924 and the minimum 3 .9  se c o n d -fe e t A p ril 3, 1922. In  the Lodge 

Grass Creek, the maximum recorded d isch arge was 540 sec o n d -fe e t and 

the minimum was 3 .6  s e c o n d -fe e t .

Climate

The c lim ate  o f  the Crow Ind ian  R eservation  resem bles th a t o f  

oth er  p a r ts  o f  so u th ea stern  Montana excep t in  the B ig Horn and Pryor 

M ountains, where th e in crea sed  a l t i t u d e s  cause a much low er mean annual 

tem perature and g r ea ter  p r e c ip ita t io n  than i s  normal fo r  the open p la in s .

P rec ip i t a t io n . — The mean annual p r e c ip ita t io n  as recorded at th e

co o p era tive  weather bureau s ta t io n s  are as fo llo w s:

S e c tio n Mean fo r  p eriod  o f Amount

Crow Agency 
Busby  ̂
F o ster  
Decker

1880 to  1930 
1903 to  1930 
1910 to  1930 
1905 to  1911

15.09  in ch es  
13.87 inches
11 .58  in ch es
12 .59  inches

The t o t a l  p r e c ip ita t io n  may vary g r e a t ly  from year to  year at any

s t a t io n .

The p r e c ip ita t io n , although not la rg e  i s  norm ally most abundant 

during the growing sea so n , from A p ril to  J u ly . V io len t thunder storms
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o ften  accompanied by h a i l  are common and much damage i s  done in  sm all 

areas each year by such storm s. Even l ig h t  snows have occurred during  

the summer.

The p r e c ip ita t io n  i s  l ig h t e s t  during the w in ter  ( see ta b le  I l ) .

Most o f  the m oisture from November to  March f a l l s  as snow. As shown in  

the sn o w fa ll c h a r t , (’t a b l e l l l ) , the average sn o w fa ll fo r  the year at .

Grow Agency i s  fo r ty - fo u r  in c h e s . The snow i s  u s u a lly  dry and the 

accompanying winds q u ick ly  blow i t  o f f  the h igh  uplands in to  d ep ressio n s ■- 

and c o u le e s , le a v in g  the grazin g  land open and a c c e s s ib le  to  l iv e s t o c k .

Temperature. — As w i l l  be seen  by ta b le  IV, th ere  i s  a great 

tem perature ra n ge , both sea so n a l and d iu rn a l * The mean annual tem perature  

at Crow AgenGj  i s  4 4 .9 °  F ah ren h eit. ■ Temperatures exceed in g  100 degrees  

occur o c c a s io n a lly  on se v e r a l days during the summer, but p rotracted  

p eriod s o f  h igh  tem perature are very  r a r e . 2 6 / The h ig h es t temperature 

recorded at Crow Agency i s  HO d egrees F ah ren h eit. In  w in ter  tem peratures  

o f  48 d egrees below zero have been record ed , but such co ld  p eriods are 

u s u a lly  sh o r t . During the w in ter  th ere  are u su a lly  many con secu tive  c le a r  

days w ith  tem perature ju s t  below fr e e z in g . The d iu rn a l change in  temper­

ature i s  fr e q u e n tly  more than fo r ty  d eg rees , p a r t ic u la r ly  in  summer, and 

th e hot days are norm ally fo llo w ed  by c o o l ,  com fortable n ig h ts . In

w in ter  even g r ea ter  v a r ia t io n s  in  tem perature occur when storms approach.
/  ' ‘ ■
 ̂ Growing Season. — The average growing season at Grow Agency over a

26/  C lim atic  Summery o f  S ou theastern  Montana, U n ited  S ta te s  
Department o f  A g r ic u ltu r e , Weather Bureau, U. S. Government P r in tin g  O f f ic e , 
■Washington, D. C ., 1930.
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Year
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*

a
g
I c
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1880 0,52
1890 0.51
1900 .04
1910 1.02
1920 1.15
1950 .69
Average* .85

* Fifty-one year

0.60 0.56 1.31
.24 1.18 .56
.51 .10 5.99
.44 .46 1.46

2.26 .95 2.55
.28 .80 1.65
.66 .95 1.56

average from 1879

5.65 5.17 2.51
1.05 2.44 .06
.47 .00 .592.00 .74 .482.66 4.08 1.55

'1.50 1.26 1.50
2.47 2.50 1.58

• 1950.

2.55 0.20
.51 1.72

2.58 .99
.61 1.67

1.55 .00
.55 .18

.86 1.17

1.19 0.54
.98 .48
.81 .50

1.52- 2.21
.00 .50

2.92 .12

1.50 .87

1.27 19.65
.55 9.66
.22 10.60

1.00 15.41
.25 16.26
.18 11.45
.74 15.09

Sources United States Department of Agriculture, 
Southeastern Montana. Weather Bureau's Climatic Summaiy of

f
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TABLE I I I .  WIND DIRECTION AND SNOWFALL CHART

Length o f Record 40 years  
1890 to  1950

Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. Annual

Wind
D irection U S NW NW NW E E E NW NW NW N NW

Snowfall 7 .2 6 .2 9 .2 4 .5 1 .0 0 0 0 .5 5 .5 5.5 6 .6 44.0

Days
Snow fall

0 .0 1 5 5 6 6 8 8 5 4 4 5 4 5 65

Source: C lim atic Summary o f the United S ta tes  ty  the United S ta tes  Depart­
ment o f  A gricu ltu re, Weather Bureau, 1950.
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. TABLE IV. TEMPERATURE CHART

Length o f Record 47 years  
1885 to  1930

Month
Average

Average
Maximum

Average
Minimum H ighest Lowest

January 18.9 51.6 6 .2 62 -45
February 21.8 34.6 9 .0 68 -46
March 55.6 46 .4 20.9 81 -51
A pril 46 .4 60.5 52.2 89 -  8
May 54.7 68.2 41.2 101 18
June 65.1 80.4 49.8 107 28
July 72 .4 89.7 55.1 HO 36
August 69 86 51.5 109 36
September 68.7 75 .4 42 100 15
October 47.4 62.5 52.3 89 -18
November 53.6 47 .1 20.1 78 -26
December 23.6 53.5 11.7 71 -48

Average annual 45 .4 59.9 31 HO -48

Source: C lim atic Summary o f Southeastern Montana, United S ta tes
Department o f  A gricu lture, Weather Bureau.

r
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f i f t y - y e a r  period  i s  134 days, £ 7 /  although k i l l i n g  f r o s t s  have occurred  

as la t e  as June 2 1 , and as e a r ly  as September I ,  the average date o f  the  

l a s t  k i l l i n g  f r o s t  in  the sp r in g  at Crow Agency i s  May 14 , w hile the  

average date o f  the f i r s t  k i l l i n g  fr o s t  i s  September 14, in  g en era l, the  

period  between the la s t  k i l l i n g  fr o s t  in  the sp rin g  and the f i r s t  in  the  

autumn d ecrea ses  w ith  the in crea se  in  a l t i t u d e .  (See ta b le  V)

W inds.— The d ir e c t io n  o f the p r e v a ilin g  winds in  most parts o f  the  

R eservation  i s  west and northwest (s e e  ta b le  I I I ) .  Although d e s tr u c tiv e  

winds are uncommon, stron g  winds p r e v a il throughout most o f  the year.

During the summer, the winds accompanied by high tem perature cause rapid  

ev a p o ra tio n , as the a ir  i s  u su a lly  dry. These dry winds freq u en tly  

damage dry land cro p s, but ir r ig a te d  areas are l i t t l e  a f f e c te d .

Natural R esources

V eg eta tio n . — The d iv e r s i t i e s  o f  a lt i tu d e  and s o i l  e x is t in g  w ith in  

the Crow Indian R eservation  are r e f le c te d  in  s im ila r  v a r ia t io n  in  v e g e ta t io n .  

The upland meadows o f the B ig Horn Mountains support a lu xu rian t growth 

O-L p r a ir ie  g r a sse s  during the ordinary sea so n s , and numerous con iferou s  

t r e e s  grow in  the h igh er  and more rocky p a rts  o f the m ountains. The 

sandstone h i l l s  e a s t  o f  the L it t l e  Horn R iver support a growth o f p in e s .

Along the w atercourses such g ra sses  as gramas, s t ip a s ,  f e s c u e s , ooas, 

and blue stem f lo u r is h e s ,  and groves and th ic k e ts  o f  cottonwood, w illow s  

and b oxeld ers are common. Timber fo r  fu e l  and some s u ita b le  merchantable

2 7 / C lim atic  Summary o f S ou theastern  Montana, op. b i t .
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TABLE V, FROST DATA

Year

Date o f  
l a s t  k i l l ­
ing fr o s t  
in  spring

Date o f  
f i r s t  
k i l l in g  
fr o s t  in  
autumn

Length o f
growing
season,
la s t
k i l l in g
fr o s t  to
f i r s t
k i l l in g
fr o s t
(davs)

L atest 
date with  
temperature 
32 or lower 
in  spring

E a r lie s t  date 
with tempera­
ture 32 or 
lower in  
autumn

1880 May 10 Sept. 12 125
1885 May 8 Oct. 3 148 —-- - ---- -
1890 May 12 ———— ——— ———
1895 May 16 Sept. 7 114 May 16 Sept. 7
1900 Apr. 30 Sept. 26 149 Apr. 30 Sept. 25
1905 May 13 Oct. 11 151 May 16 Oct. 9
1910 — " ■ Sept. 9 —--- Aug. 25
1915 ■■ I - •* ———— —— — —™ ———
1920 May I Oct. 10 162 May I Sept. 25
1925 May 19 Oct. 4 138 May 19 Oct. 4
1930 May 25 Sept. I 101 May 23 Sept. I
50-year
average May 14 Sept. 25 154 June 21 Aug. 27

Source: C lim atic Summary o f  the United S ta te s , 1930, United S ta tes
Department o f A griculture Weather Bureau, page 15.
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tim ber may be found in  the m ountains. The D iv is io n  o f  F orestry  reported  

in  t h e ir  1938 annual report th at th ere  were 68,000 acres o f  tim ber o f  

which 19,260 acres are o f  commercial im portance. I t  i s  estim ated  th a t  

the t o t a l  stand o f  tim ber con ta in s 8 2 ,2 3 3 ,0 0 0  board f e e t .  The area o f  

commercial importance co n ta in s  an estim a ted  33 ,863 ,000  board f e e t  o f  

ponderosa p in e . In a d d itio n  to  the commercial tim ber th ere i s  an e s ­

tim ated  48 ,000  acres o f  non-commercial tim ber in  the B ig Horn and Pryor 

m ountains. T his c o n s is t s  o f  lo d g e p o le , sp ru ce, f i r ,  and aspen. On the  

adjacent badland and benchland a rea s , w estern  wheat g r a s s , sage brush, 

greasew eed, and p r ic k ly  pear make up a f lo r a  c h a r a c te r is t ic  o f  a sem i- 

a r id  c lim a te .

Hydro—selectr i c  Power . — The Big Horn R iver, and to  a le s s e r  degree  

the sm aller  stream s, heading in  the m ountains, are p o te n t ia l  sources o f  

h y d r o -e le c tr ic  power. I t  i s  even p o s s ib le  th at power fo r  is o la te d  ranches 

may be developed from a r te s io n  w e lls  d r i l l e d  near the B ig Horn m ountains, 

as se v e r a l w e lls  near Soap and Beauvais Greeks y ie ld  a flow  o f 1,000 to  

25 ,100  b a r r e ls  o f  water d a i ly ,  and the casinghead p ressu re o f two w e lls  

at Soap Creek i s  reported  to  have r e g is te r e d  225 and 300 pounds to  the 

square in ch .

Water S u p p lie s . —The Crow R eservation  i s  very  fo r tu n a te  in  i t s  

supply o f w ater fo r  dom estic and l iv e s to c k  u s e s , i r r ig a t io n ,  and p u b lic  

s u p p lie s .  These groups are not m utually e x c lu s iv e , as w ater su p p lie s  

which may be p r im a rily  intended fo r  one purpose are fr e q u e n tly  used fo r  

oth er  p u rp oses. The Big Horn and L i t t l e  Horn R iv ers , Pryor Creek and 

Lodge Grass Creek are the p r in c ip a l sou rces o f  water fo r  dom estic
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purposes in  t b e ir  r e sp e c t iv e  v a l l e y s ? although many peop le l iv in g  in  

th ese  v a l le y s  use w e lls  or sp r in g s ,

The r iv e r  w ater i s  r e a d ily  a v a ila b le  to  the in h a b ita n ts  o f  the  

r iv e r  v a l l e y s , p a r t ic u la r ly  in  the ir r ig a te d  a rea s , where water, from the  

d itc h e s  i s  run d ir e c t ly  in to  c i s t e r n s . Even when the ranchers haul w ater  

the d is ta n ce  i s  sh o r t . W ells dug in  the alluvium  o f  the r iv e r  v a l le y s  • 

are in ex p en siv e  and fu rn ish  adequate s u p p lie s ,  but in  gen era l y ie ld  w ater  

th a t i s  more h ig h ly  m in era lized  than the r iv e r  w ater. On account o f  the  

low er m ineral content and conseq uently  l e s s  hardn ess, r iv e r  waters are 

g e n e r a lly  p referred  by the in h a b ita n ts , p a r t ic u la r ly  by the In d ia n s, 

who seem to  have an aversio n  to  w e ll w ater. Even i f  the w ater in  a w e ll  

th a t o b ta in s  i t s  supply from the a lluvium  i s  too h ig h ly  m in era lized  fo r  

dom estic  u s e , i t  may be va lu ab le  fo r  s to c k , p a r t ic u la r ly  during the 

w in ter , when the ir r ig a t io n  d itc h e s  are dry.

Most o f  the o ld er  ranches were lo c a te d  at or near sp rin gs th a t  

su p p lied  w ater fo r  a l l  pu rp oses. But i t  was e a r ly  seen  th a t the sp r in g s  

would not supply s u f f i c ie n t  w ater, th er e fo re  s e t t l e r s  began to  put down 

w e l l s .  S evera l ty p es  o f  w e lls  are in  u s e , such as the d r i l l e d  w e l ls ,  and 

dug w e l ls .  Most o f  the d r i l l e d  w e lls  are s ix  in ch es in  d iam eter, but some 

are on ly  fo u r . The s ix —in ch  w e lls  are b e t t e r  adapted to  the co n d itio n s  

o f  t h i s  reg io n  than are the w e lls  o f  sm a ller  d iam eter, .and in  many p la c e s  

e ig h t - in c h  h o le s  would be d e s ira b le  because o f the la r g e r  r e se r v o ir s  

th a t th ey  would a ffo r d . Dug w e lls  are most common in  the alluvium  and 

terra ce  m a te r ia l, but th ey  are a lso  numerous in  the co u lees  in  the upland  

a r ea s . Shallow  w e lls  can be dug w ith  l i t t l e  equipment and no great
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expenditure o f  money or la b o r .

On th e uplands people must depend on sp rin gs and w e lls  or haul 

w ater from the r iv e r s .  The la t t e r  i s  a la b o r io u s and tim e-consum ing ta sk  

In  some p la c e s  on the uplands where sp r in g s are not a v a i la b le ,  w e lls  must 

be sunk by one o f  s e v e r a l methods. D r il le d  w e lls  are more ex p en siv e , but 

th ey  are more sa n ita r y  and more d u rab le . Some dug w e lls  are e x c e lle n t  

p rodu cers, but th ey .a r e  e a s i l y  contam inated and may go dry during the  

drough ts.

Whether a w ater i s  su ita b le  fo r  dom estic u se s  depends to  a v e r y , 

la rg e  e x ten t on the person u s in g  the w ater. Of co u rse , th ere  i s  a l im it  

to  the t o t a l  d is s o lv e d  s o l id s  fo r  p o t a b i l i t y .  Many w aters are drunk in  

t h i s  reg io n  th a t would be r e je c te d  in  r eg io n s  where the in h a b ita n ts  have 

l e s s  h ig h ly  m in era lized  w aters a v a i la b le . Then to o , members o f one 

household w i l l  drink w ithout com pla in t, w ater th a t i s  condemned by o th ers  

on the ranch as u n f i t  fo r  human consum ption. This o b serva tion  a p p lie s  to  

th e r e s id e n ts  o f  the uplands as w e ll as to  th ose o f  the r iv e r  v a l le y s .

The to le r a n c e  o f  anim als fo r  h ig h ly  m in era lized  w ater i s  much g rea ter  

than th a t o f  human b e in g s . However, some ground w aters in  t h is  reg ion  

are so h ig h ly  m in era lized  th a t even s to c k  accustomed to  th e reg ion  re fu se  

to  drink them.

On most sm all ran ch es, o th er than th ose in  the unfavorable a r e a s , 

s u f f i c i e n t  w ater fo r  f i f t y  to  one hundred head o f s to ck  can-be obtained  

from one or.more w e l l s .  On the sh a le  areas the rancher must e ith e r  

arrange to  have h is  g ra zin g  area in c lu d e  a w e ll or sp r in g  that' ob ta in s  

w ater to  s to r e  in  tanks fo r  the c a t t l e .  Most o f  the sp r in g s in  the
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unfavorable areas y ie ld  h ig h ly  m in era lized  w ater at on ly  a few f e e t ,  hut 

w ater from most o f  them i s  refu sed  by c a t t l e .  Except fo r  the flow in g  w e lls  

d r i l l e d  in  the search  o f  o i l ,  w e lls  capable o f  w atering more than one hundred 

head o f  c a t t l e ' a  day are not common.

M ineral R esou rces. — As might be exp ected  t h is  r eg io n  has much 

m ineral w ea lth . Some o i l  has been produced in  the Soap Greek F ie ld , and 

a n a tu ra l gas supply fo r  the town o f  Hardin i s  being developed  by w e lls

ju s t  north  o f  th a t town. Gypsum, c la y , b e n to n ite , a sp h a lt ic  sand­

s to n e , sand and g ra v e l are a l l  p resen t in  q u a n t it ie s  having e ith e r  p resen t  

or fu tu re  commercial v a lu e . A large  q u a n tity  o f  lim eston e i s  a v a ila b le  

in  the m ountains. A l i t t l e  p la cer  go ld  has been found in  the e x is t in g  

stream beds and may occur w ith  some o f  the terra ce  graveI . Some coa l 

mines have been^opened at v ar iou s p o in ts  in  the R eserv a tio n  to  provide  

co a l fo r  lo c a l  dom estic u se . These are probably the most valuab le  

m ineral r e so u r c e s . I t  w i l l  however, probably be many years before  

e x te n s iv e  m ining o p era tion s w i l l  be econ om ica lly  j u s t i f i e d  fo r  the coa l 

i s  lo c a te d  in  the h igh  r id g e s  and p la tea u s  e a s t  o f  the L i t t l e  Horn R iver  

in  a reg io n  not e a s i l y  a c c e s s ib le  by r a ilr o a d  sp u rs. 2 8 /

Summary

The p resen t Crow Agency co n ta in s  about 3 ,000 square m iles  o f  

land in  S ou theastern  Montana. The a lt i tu d e  ranges from 2 ,1 5 0  fe e t  in  

the B ig  Horn V a lley  to  9 ,2 5 0  f e e t  in  the B ig  Horn M ountains. There are 

th ree  w e ll developed drainage system s: th e B ig Horn, L i t t l e  Horn R iv e rs ,

2 8 / Geology o f  B ig Horn County and the Crow R eserva tion ,
Montana, op. c i t .
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and Pryor Greek. These r iv e r s  are a va lu a b le  source o f  h y d r o -e le c tr ic  

power, as w e ll as p rov id in g  w ater fo r  the ir r ig a t io n  system s and fo r  dom­

e s t i c  u s e . The average r a in f a l l  i s  on ly  tw elve to  f i f t e e n  in c h e s , but 

most o f  i t  occurs in  the growing sea so n . Valuable tim ber as w e ll as 

m ineral reso u rces  in c lu d in g  c o a l, g o ld , lim esto n e , sandstone and g ra v el 

are found in  the m ountains. G rains, b e e t s , hay, and l iv e s t o c k  may be 

produced p r o f ita b ly  on the p la in s .  T h erefore , w ith  a l l  o f  th ese  n a tu ra l 

reso u rces  at t h e ir  command and w ith  many modern conveniences made a v a i l— 

a v le  to  the t r ib e ,  a l l  th a t remains i s  to  form ulate some p lan  whereby .the 

Crow Ind ian s w i l l  u t i l i z e  th e ir  own o p p o rtu n it ie s  and become a s e l f -  

r e sp e c t in g  and s e lf -s u p p o r t in g  p eo p le .

CHAPTEE I I I .  . LIVING CONDITIONS AND WELFARE '
OF THE CROW INDIANS

P op ulation

The Crow Indian  Census o f  1938, 2 9 / shows th a t th e t o t a l  p op u la tion  

e n r o lle d  in  the R eservation  i s  2 ,200 p erso n s. Of t h i s  number about 

44 per cent are f u l l —blood In d ia n s, 34 per cent are more than one—h a lf  

blood In d ia n s , w h ile  about 10 per cent are o f  l e s s  than one-quarter Indian  

b lood . Almost one—h a lf  o f  the t o t a l  enrollm ent are below seventeen.vyears 

o f  age and about one—ten th  are over f i f t y  y e a rs . P op u la tion  s ta tu s  i s  

shown f u l l y  in  f ig u r e s  6 and 7 and ta b le  VI.

2 9 / Records o f  the Crow Indian  O ff ic e , Grow Agency, Montana,
138, page I .
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T O T A L  P O P U L A T I O N  2 , 2 0 0PER CENT

M A L E  1 1 1 8F E M A L E  1 0 8 2

FULLBLOODS 9 6 4

M  4 9 6F  4 6 8

1/2 TO FULL 7 5 4

M 3 8 4F  3 7 0

1/4 TO I/2  249

F  1 3 2  —  M  1 1 7  

L E S S  T H A N  I / 4

F  1 1 3  —  M  1 2 0
S O U R C E  C E N S U S  C R O W  R E S E R V A T I O N  1 9 3 8

Figure 6 . —P o p u l a t i o n  s t a t u s  o f  Crow I n d i a n s  by sex  and b lo o d ,  193T
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2200

7 t o 5 6  TO 16 IT T O  5 0  OVER 5 0

SOURCE: CROW INDIAN OFFICE RECORDS 1938
TOTAL

F i g u r e  7 . —Age groups of I n d i a n s ,  Ctovj I n d i a n  R e s e r v a t i o n ,  1938.

______________ .  M t  .____  - —  i n  i n  if -
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>

#

4

TABLE VI. DISTRIBUTION OF INDIANS

Crows o f f  th e R eservation, adu lts 172

Crows o f f  th e  R eservation , ch ildren 26

Crows on the R eservation , ad u lts 1,655

Crows on the R eservation , ch ildren  241

Other Indians married to  Crows or in
fa m ilie s , a d u lts  8

Other Indians married to  Crows or in
fa m ilie s , ch ild ren  27

Other Ind ian s, ad u lts  18

Other Ind ian s, ch ild ren  71

T otal Crows o f f  and on the Reservation
and other Indians on the Reservation 2,196

Sources C iv il  Works Adm inistration Survey, 1954.
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The b u sin ess  a f f a ir s  and g en era l w elfare  o f  the Crow Tribe i s  

g r e a t ly  in flu e n c e d  by the Crow Indian O ff ic e , and the Crow Indian  

O ffice  in  turn must conform to  the r e g u la t io n s  as w r itte n  by the Com­

m iss io n er  o f  Indian  A ffa ir s  in  W ashington. The c h ie f  ad m in istra tor  at 

th e Crow Indian Agency i s  the S u p erin ten d en t, who has charge o f a l l  

departm ents and em ployees on the R eserv a tio n . Robert Y e llo w ta i l ,  who i s  

th e p resen t S u p erin ten d en t, i s  a Crow In d ian . Mr. Y e llo w ta il was one 

o f  the f i r s t  In d ian s to  become a Superintendent o f  h is  own t r ib e .  A 

p ic tu re  o f  the Superintendent as he le d  the parade in  the Crow annual 

Indian  F air  i s  shown in  the f r o n t is p ie c e . There are a number o f d if fe r e n t  

departm ents, o f  which the most im portant are: e x te n s io n , fo r e s tr y , la n d , 

f in a n c e , road s, i r r ig a t io n ,  m ed ica l, ed u ca tio n , law and ord er, and the  

v a r io u s  emergency r e l i e f  a d m in istra tio n s  such a s , C iv il ia n  C onservation  

Corps and the Works Progress A d m in istra tion .

E xten sion

The e x te n s io n  d iv is io n  c o n s is t s  o f  an a g r ic u ltu r a l ex ten sio n  agent 

and s ix  o th er  e x te n s io n  a id s . The purpose o f  t h is  department i s  to  tea ch  

th e b e t te r  methods o f a g r icu ltu re  and s to c k r a is in g . T his d iv is io n  

has d ir e c t  con tact w ith  the Indians and the su p erv is io n  o f  th e ir  p rop erty , 

such as l iv e s t o c k  and farm p roperty . T his d iv is io n  i s  supposed to  

recommend what land i s  needed fo r  fa m ily  use and what should  be le a se d .  

These em ployees are to  ad v ise  on the expenditure o f  the le a se  r e n ta ls  

and o th er  funds th a t are paid  the In d ia n s . This d iv i s io n ,  as w e ll as

f



a l l  the o th e r s , must cooperate and work to g e th er  fo r  the b est in t e r e s t s  

o f  the whole r e se r v a tio n  in s te a d  o f  m erely the forw arding o f  i t s  own 

departm ent.

F orestry

The d iv is io n  o f  fo r e s tr y  and g ra z in g  i s  to  care fo r  and ad m in ister  

the needs o f  the fo r e s t s  and range land s on the R eserv a tio n . On the  

Crow R eserva tion  th ere  i s  a fo r e s t  su p e r v iso r , a range exam iner, and 

fo r e s t  l in e  r id e r . In  g e n e ra l, th ese  em ployees are to  care fo r  the  

f o r e s t s  and su p erv ise  t h e .c u t t in g  o f  tim ber, to  in sp e c t the grazin g  

u n it s  and o th er  range le a s e s  in  order th a t the land w i l l  not be abused, 

and to  prevent overgrazin g  and to  oth erw ise  conserve the n atu ra l reso u rces  

o f  the R eserv a tio n . The r e s u lt s  o f  overgrazin g  and range con servation  

are shown in  f ig u r e  8 .

Land .

’ The land department c o n s is t s  o f  th e land c le r k , and two le a s in g  

c le r k s . These c ler k s  are to  w rite , the le a s e s  as recommended by the ex­

te n s io n  , to  keep the records o f r e n ta ls  and to  otherw ise care fo r  the  

record s in  regard to  the land o p e r a tio n s . Copies o f  a l l  le a s e s  and o th er  

such b u sin ess  must be forwarded to  the Indian O ffice  and the General 

A ccounting O ffice  in  Washington.

Finance

Each e n r o lle e  on the R eservation  has an In d iv id u a l Indian Money

-53-
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F i g u r e  6 . —The r a n g e s  a r e  u n i e r  t h e  c a r e f u l  s u p e r v i s io n  
o f  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  Indian F o r e s t  S e r v i c e .
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account , and a c a r e fu l record  i s  kept o f  a l l  funds rec e iv ed  by him. At

th e req u est o f  a member o f  the e x te n s io n  d iv i s io n ,  funds are paid to  the
'

in d iv id u a l fo r  such purposes as may be needed. There are two forms o f  

disb u rsem en ts. One i s  by gen era l purchase order, by which a minor or 

oth er  incom petent Indian  i s  g iven  an order to  some merchant or vendor to  

s e l l  c e r ta in  a r t i c l e s  named, to  the in d iv id u a l In d ian , and then the vendor 

i s  paid  by check d ir e c t  from the Agency o f f ic e ," n o  cash being handled by the  

In d ia n . The o th er  method i s  to  w r ite  a check d ir e c t  to  the e n r o lle e  

from h is  accou n t. This i s  the,m ore common method w ith  ad u lt In d ia n s, 

and as the In d ian s ob ta in  more exp erien ce  in  f in a n c ia l  m atters fewer 

purchase orders are is su e d .

Boads

T his d iv is io n  b u ild s  highways and keeps in  r ep a ir  e x is t in g  roads 

on the R eserv a tio n . Whenever p o ss ib le  t h i s  d iv is io n  works in  coopera­

t io n  w ith  the Bureau o f  P u b lic  Roads. In d ian s are employed whenever 

p o s s ib le .

I r r ig a t io n

The c h ie f  d u tie s  o f  t h is  departm ent, s in ce  the, p ro jec t has been  

la id  o u t , i s  to  fu rn ish  w ater and to  keep the many c a n a ls , d it c h e s , 

and s tr u c tu r e s  in  r e p a ir . With the ex cep tio n  o f e n g in e e r s , Indians

are h ired  to  do most o f  t h i s  work
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Law and Order

There are two lo c a l  Indian p olicem en , a p r o h ib it io n  o f f i c e r ,  and 

an Indian p o lic e  judge in  the departm ent. The policem en are to  keep 

order and when n ecessa ry  to  make a r r e s t s ,  the p r o h ib it io n  o f f ic e r  i s  

to  suppress the liq u o r  t r a f f i c ,  and the p o lic e  judge i s  to  tr y  minor 

ca se s  o f  law v io la t io n s .  "See tajble V II .)

Emergency R e l ie f  A d m in istration s

The C iv il ia n  C onservation Corps o f  the Indian Department g iv e s  

work r e l i e f  to  needy Indian  fa m ilie s  and endeavors to  conserve the 

n a tu ra l reso u rces  on the R eserva tion . In  another paragraph the work 

o f  t h i s  d iv is io n  i s  g iven  in  d e t a i l .

The Works P rogress A dm in istration  gives-em ploym ent to  th ose needy  

fa m il ie s  th a t cannot f in d  work e lsew h ere . In  1937 about $15,000 was 

paid  to  th ese  em ployees. Various p r o je c t s ,  such as b u ild in g  c o r r a ls ,  

b u ild in g  b r id g e s , working on roads, and sew ing p r o je c ts  fo r  women were 

ca rr ied  on.

M ed ica l’and H o s p ita l iz a t io n

Adequate p r o v is io n  has been made fo r  m edical s e r v ic e .  A f in e  

•new t h ir t y —bed h o s p i t a l , complete w ith  a l l  modern e le c t r ic a l ,  and 

s u r g ic a l ap p lia n ces  was r e c e n t ly  co n stru c ted . The m edical p erson n el, 

when com p lete ly  s t a f f e d ,  c o n s is t s  o f  th ree  d o c to r s , fou r s t a f f  n u rses, 

a cook, and two f i e l d  n u rses . The d u tie s  o f  the f i e l d  nu rses are in  

two p a r ts:
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TABLE VII. INDIAN LAW OFFENDERS 
Crow Indian Reservation

Offence F u ll blood O ne-half blood
charged■ Male Female Male Female

Liquor v io la t io n s 7 0 2 0

Non-support 3

A ssault 6 I

Drunken driv in g 2

D isorderly conduct 2 I

M isc. cases 8 2 10

_ -S'.* •
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1 . They v i s i t  th e in d iv id u a l homes to  teach  b e tte r  methods o f  
h e a lth  and h y g ien e .

2 . They hold  c la s s e s  and sch o o ls  in  which th ey  t r y  to  make 
the peop le h e a lth  c o n sc io u s ,

Education

The 1938 record s o f the Crow In d ian  Agency in d ic a te  th a t th ere  

i s  a t o t a l  o f  729 ch ild ren  o f sch oo l age on the R eserv a tio n . (iSee 

f ig u r e  9 .)  Of t h i s  number 672 are a tten d in g  sc h o o l. One hundred and 

th ir t e e n  are a tten d in g  sch o o ls  beyond the e ig h th  grade l e v e l .  There are 

f i f t y - f i v e  ch ild ren  o f sch oo l age not in  sch oo l fo r  v a r io u s reason s.

A few are m arried; but most o f  the non-attendance i s  because o f 

p h y sic a l d e f e c t s .

With the ex cep tio n  o f  th ose a tten d in g  the two C a th o lic  M ission  

Schools at S t .  X avier and Pryor, a l l  ch ild ren  atten d  the p u b lic  sch o o ls  

or c o l le g e s .  A ll p u p ils  th a t do not l i v e  w ith in  w alking d ista n ce  o f  

sch oo l are taken in  the sch oo l b u ses. Wherever th ere are improved 

roads a l l  sch oo l ch ild ren  are tra n sp o rted , even as fa r  as 35 m ile s , to  

the town sch o o ls  o f  Wyola, Lodge G rass, Crow Agency. Harden, S t . X av ier, 

or Pryor. The communities th a t are too  remote from such tra n sp o r ta tio n  

l in e s  have t h e ir  own lo c a l  p u b lic  s c h o o ls .  The C iv il  Works A dm inistration  

Survey in  1934 showed on ly  t h i r t y - s ix  fa m ilie s  more than f iv e  m iles  from 

a su rfaced  highway.

H a tu ra lly , the same curriculum  i s  used  fo r  the Indian  ch ild ren  

as fo r  the w hite ch ild ren  in  the p u b lic  s c h o o ls . But none o f  th ese  

sch o o ls  have any recogn ized  v o c a tio n a l tr a in in g  or home economic courses



TOTAL CHILDREN ON RESERVATION 
OF SCHOOL AGE - 7 2 9

TOTAL CHILDREN IN SCHOOL 
ON RESERVATION- 6 7 2

TOTAL BOYS IN 
S C H O O L -3 4 5

TOTAL GIRLS IN 
S C H O O L - 327

NOT IN SCHOOL- 5 5

IN SCHOOL AND NOT CROWS- 4 9

IN HIGH SCHOOL OR B E T T E R - M3

DATA FOR ALL INDIAN CHILDREN BETWEEN THE AGES OF 6 TO 18
SOURCE: RECORDS OF THE CROW INDIAN OFFICE 1938

F ig u r e  9 . - - D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  c h i l d r e n  o f  sc h o o l  a g e ,  Crow I n d ia n  R e s e r v a t i o n ,  1937.
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th a t h e lp  to  teach  the farm ch ild ren  how to  "become more p r o f ic ie n t  in  

t h e ir  d a i ly  work. A ll tim e and e f f o r t  i s  p laced  on academic tr a in in g .

But s in c e  new and modern sch oo l houses have been b u ilt  in  a l l  s ix  o f  

the tow ns, i t  i s  hoped th a t p ro v is io n  w i l l  soon be made fo r  more v o c a tio n ­

a l  t r a in in g .

Adult Education

Some ad u lt ed u cation  i s  ca rr ied  on under the lea d ersh ip  o f  the  

A g r icu ltu r a l E xtension  D iv is io n  by means o f the farm ch a p ters , the 

annual short co u r se s , and the l iv e s to c k  a s s o c ia t io n . 'I.A farm chapter  

has been organized  and meets at reg u la r  in t e r v a ls  in  each d i s t r i c t  to  

d isc u s s  a g r ic u ltu r a l problems and develop  Indian  lea d ersh ip  among the  

men. The women’s a u x i l ia r ie s  o f  th ese  chapters s t r e s s  many p ro jec ts  

which te n d .to  make the home a b e tte r  and more p lea sa n t p lace  in  which 

to  l i v e .

The annual sh ort courses are h e ld  in  the w in ter  when the farm ers 

can most e a s i l y  lea v e  t h e ir  work. Guest speakers from the Montana S ta te  

A g r icu ltu r a l C ollege lea d  d is c u s s io n s  in  th ese  th ree-d ay  co n feren ces. 

E x h ib its  o f  ch oice crop specim ens, sch o o l work, and hobbies are on d is p la y .  

From f iv e  hundred to  s ix  hundred In d ian s u su a lly  a tten d  th ese  s e s s io n s .

The l iv e s t o c k  a s s o c ia t io n s  w i l l  be d isc u sse d  in  a la t e r  chapter.

S o c ie t ie s  and R e lig io u s  Organiza tio n s

Much has been done on the R eserva tion  to  provide fo r  the s o c ia l
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and r e l ig io u s  w elfare  o f the p eo p le . Among the most im portant o f  the  

o rg a n iza tio n s  sponsored by the E xtension  D iv is io n  i s  the 4-H p ro ject  

w ith  a t o t a l  membership o f .s e v e n ty -th r e e  boys and fo r ty -s e v e n  g i r l s  

in  the e lev en  clu b s lo c a te d  in  the v a r io u s farming d i s t r i c t s . The 

r e s u lt s  o f  t h i s  p r o je c t are g iven  in  more d e t a i l  in  f ig u r e  10. The 

p r o je c ts  in c lu d e  sew in g, cooking, gard en in g , p o u ltry , a n d .c a lf  r a is in g .  

These c lu b s h e lp  tr a in  the boys and g i r l s  to  be b e t te r  c i t i z e n s .  The 

farm chapters and the l iv e s to c k  a s s o c ia t io n  mentioned p r e v io u s ly  have 

many ed u ca tio n a l and s o c ia l  m eetings.

A th le t ic  teams have been organ ized ! B a sk etb a ll i s  a popular 

sp ort in  w in ter , b a se b a ll in  the summer. Each d i s t r i c t  has a 

community h a l l  in  which many pu rely  s o c ia l  a c t i v i t i e s  are carried  

on. The annual "Crow Fair" i s  an o cca sio n  much enjoyed by the e n t ir e  

■ p o p u la tio n . ('See f ig u re  1 1 .)

The two p r in c ip a l r e l ig io u s  o rg a n iza tio n s  are the C ath o lic  and the  

B a p tis t  Churches. A survey o f  r e l ig io u s  w e lfa r e , ( ta b le  V I I l ) , shows th a t  

about tw o -th ird s  o f  the p op u la tion  a tten d  church s e r v ic e s , There are 

fo u rteen  church b u ild in g s  on the R eserv a tio n . There are se v e r a l m iss io n ­

a r ie s  who spend a la rg e  amount o f money ann ually  in  carry in g  on the 

r e l ig io u s  work in  the d if fe r e n t  s e c t io n s .

But in  s p it e  o f  the many e f f o r t s  and the large  amounts o f money 

th a t have been spent on the w elfare  and th e education  o f  th e In d ia n s, 

t h e ir  standard o f  l i v in g  and moral c o n d it io n s  are low , as judged by 

the w hite man. Soon a f t e r  the a l lo t t in g  o f  the land was com pleted, 

good improvements were p laced  on the a llo tm en ts  and much equipment
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TOTAL 3  5 5

GIRLS I | 3 0 — 4 - H  CLUBBOYS

FARM CHAPTERS

AUXILIARIES

2 0 j  LIVESTOCK A SSOCIATIONS

S O U R C E .  C R O W  I N D I A N  O F F I C E  R E C O R D S  1 9 3 7

Ficure 1 0 .—Number of Indians belonging t o  s o c i e t i e s ,  Crow Indian 
R eservation , 1937.
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Figure 1 1 .—Part of the parade a t the Annual Crow F a ir .

__ ______  ̂- -*-■ — - - __ ' - '_ _ _ _



TABLE V III. RELIGIOUS WELFARE OF CROW INDIANS

T otal C atholic P rotestan t

Number o f  church b u ild in gs 14 9 5
Number who attend church 1,440 925 515 •
Number o f  M issionaries 12 6 6
Number o f  church s o c ie t ie s 30 14 16
Number o f  Boy Scout members 29 0 29
Number o f  G ir l Scout members 42 0 42
Number o f  other s o c ie t ie s 13 8 5

Source: Annual S t a t i s t i c a l  R eport, S u p erin ten d en t to  Commissioner, 1937
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p u r  c h a s e d  and e v e r y  e f f o r t  p o s s i b l e  w as made t o  c a u s e  th e  a l l o t t e e  

t o  l i v e  on t h e  la n d  and t o  p ro d u c e  h i s  l i v i n g  from  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p u r s u i t s .  

I n  g e n e r a l  t h e  r e s u l t s  on  t h e  Grow R e s e r v a t io n  h a v e  b e e n  d i s a p p o i n t i n g .

The f a m i l i e s  h a v e  g r a d u a l l y  m oved i n t o  t h e  s m a l l  to w n s on  th e  R e se r v a ­

t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  n e a r  Grow A g e n c y , L odge G r a ss ,.  S t .  X a v i e r ,  and P r y o r .

T h ey  h a v e  b u i l t ,  m a k e - s h i f t  s h a c k s  o r  l i v e  i n  t e n t s  on t r i b a l  owned la n d .  

Many o f  them  h a v e  l e a s e d  t h e i r  la n d  and hom es t o  w h it e  l e s s e e s .  I n  a  

l a r g e  m ea su re  t h e i r  eq u ip m e n t and l i v e s t o c k  h a v e  b e e n  d i s s i p a t e d .  Many 

o f  th e  y o u n g  men and  women h a v e  n e v e r  l i v e d  on  a  farm  o r  r a n c h  and t h e i r  

e n t i r e  l i v e l i h o o d  i s  d e r iv e d  from  v a r i o u s  em erg e n c y  r e l i e f  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s  

o r  fro m  o t h e r  s o u r c e s  o f  a  te m p o r a r y  n a t u r e .  I n  many c a s e s ,  when a  l e a s e  

p aym en t i s  r e c e i v e d  i t  i s  p a id  to w a r d  t h e  p u r c h a s e  o f  a  new  c a r  i n s t e a d  

o f  im p r o v in g  t h e  f a m i l y  c o n d i t i o n s .

N a t u r a l l y ,  t h e  im p ro v em en ts  on t h e  a l l o t m e n t s  h a v e  d e t e r i o r a t e d

o r ,  i n  some c a s e s ,  h a v e  e n t i r e l y  d is a p p e a r e d ,  w i t h  no e f f o r t  to w a rd

r e p la c e m e n t ,  a s  a l l  th e  r e n t l a s  a r e  u s e d  f o r  p e r s o n a l  u s e .  B eca u se  o f  
/

a  s h o r t  l e a s i n g  p e r io d  th e  l e s s e e  d o e s  n o t  t r y  t o  im p ro v e  th e  a l l o t m e n t ,  

b u t i n  many c a s e s  e f f o r t s  a r e  made t o  "m ine" th e  s o i l  i n  o r d e r  t o  o b t a in  

a s  l a r g e  an  in co m e a s  p o s s i b l e  from  th e  la n d ,  th e n  th e  l e s s e e  w i l l  move 

t o  a n o th e r  fa r m .

I n  tu r n  t h e  I n d ia n  f a m i ly  l i v i n g  i n  su c h  s m a l l  cram ped q u a r t e r s  

o r ,  i n  some c a s e s ,  tw o  o r  t h r e e  f a m i l i e s  a l l  l i v i n g  t o g e t h e r  i n  a  

s m a l l  h o u s e  o r  t e n t ,  s o o n  c u l t i v a t e  a  w a rp ed  view , o f  l i f e .  M oral 

s t a n d a r d s  a r e  lo w e r e d ,  h e a l t h  and h y g e n ic  c o n d i t i o n s  a r e  e n d a n g e r e d  

and i n  g e n e r a l  a  v e r y  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  c o n d i t i o n  e x i s t s .  I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t



■ 6 6 —

to  keep the ch ild ren  in  sc h o o l. Much o f  the time o f  the Government 

employee i s  w asted in  answering p e t t y ,  u s e le s s  q u e s t io n s , or in  seek in g  

out in form ation  th a t i s  o f  no value to  th e in d iv id u a l. Uor would th ese  

q u estio n s  ev er  he asked i f  the in d iv id u a l was busy w ith  some u se fu l  

employment. Much o f  th e tim e and f a c i l i t i e s  o f  the m edical s t a f f  i s  

consumed carin g  fo r  minor and avoidab le  i l l s .

I n  g e n e r a l  th e  I n d ia n  i s  f u l l y  aw are o f  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  and  

w o u ld  w elco m e some w ay o u t o f  h i s  p r e s e n t  e x i s t e n c e .

Summary

I t  has been shown th a t the Indian pop u lation  o f  the Crow Indian  

R eservation  c o n s is t s  o f  2 ,200  p eo p le . S ix  hundred and seventy-tw o Ind ian  

p u p ils  a tten d  th e p u b lic  s c h o o ls . S u f f ic ie n t  f a c i l i t i e s  are a v a ila b le  

fo r  a l l  ed u ca tio n a l needs except th a t no p ro v is io n  has y e t  been made fo r  

v o c a tio n a l t r a in in g . The beginn ing has been made in  a d u lt ed u cation .

The h e a l t h ,  r e l i g i o u s . ,  and s o c i a l  w e l f a r e  h a v e  b e e n  w e l l  p r o v id e d  f o r .

' CHAPTER IV . LAHD TEHURE AHD PRESEHT UTIL IZATIOH
Of  th e  crow ih d ia h  r e s e r v a t io h

I t  has been shown in  Chapter I ,  th a t o f  the .2 ,2 9 8 , 886 . 3 5 .acres  

on the Crow Indian  R eserv a tio n , I , 016 ,565 acres are s t i l l  owned by 

the o r ig in a l  a l l o t t e e s .  E ight hundred thousand acres are in  h e ir sh ip  

s t a t u s , 272 ,640 a cres are t r ib a l  lands which w i l l  never be a l lo t t e d .

• Two h u n d red  and f i v e  th o u s a n d ,  t h r e e  h u n d red  and f i f t y - f i v e  a c r e s  h a v e  

b e e n  s o l d  o r  o t h e r w is e  a l i e n a t e d .  The r e m a in in g  4 ,3 0 5 .5  a c r e s  a re  b e in g



u s e d  b y  t h e  G overnm ent f o r  r e s e r v e s ,  p a r k s ,  and o th e r '  p u r p o s e s  ( s e e  f i g u r e

1 2 ) .  . ’

The im p o r ta n c e  o f  th e  a c r e a g e  o f  I n d ia n  la n d s  i n  h e i r s h i p  s t a t u s  

i s  q u i c k l y  s e e n  w hen v ie w e d  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  o t h e r  t y p e s  o f  I n d ia n  owned  

la n d s  a s  show n i n  t a b l e  I X . W ith  th e  en d  o f  f u r t h e r  a l l o t m e n t s  v i r t u a l l y  

a s s u r e d  u n d e r  t h e  W h eeler-H ow ard  A c t ,  a l l  t h e I I and now i n  t h e  p o s s e s s i o n  

o f  o r i g i n a l  a l l o t t e e s  w i l l  p a s s '  i n t o  t h e  h e i r s h i p  s t a g e  i n  th e  n e x t  

g e n e r a t i o n .  At th e  p r e s e n t  t im e  on t h e  Crow I n d ia n  E e s e r v a t i o n  i t  i s  

p a s s i n g  i n t o  t h i s  s t a g e  a t  th e  r a t e  o f  a b o u t 75»000 a c r e s  a  y e a r ,  and a s  

t h e  a l l o t t e e s  grow  o l d e r  th e  m o r t a l i t y  w i l l  i n c r e a s e .  The W h eeler-H ow ard  

A ct p r o h i b i t e d  f u r t h e r  s a l e s  o f  I n d ia n  la n d  t o  o t h e r  th a n  I n d ia n  t r i b e  

m em bers o r  I n d ia n  c o r p o r a t i o n s .  I t  i s  t h e r e f o r e , a  c e r t a i n t y  t h a t  

t h e  a r e a  o f  h e i r s h i p  la n d s  w i l l  s t e a d i l y  i n c r e a s e .  In a sm u ch  a s  th e  

W h eeler -H o w a rd  A ct l e f t  u n to u c h e d  t h e  p r e s e n t  s y s te m  o f  h e i r s h i p ,  e x c e p t  

t o  r e s t r i c t  i n h e r i t a n c e  t o  m embers o f  t h e  t r i b e  o r  t h e i r  d e s c e n d a n t s  

( t h u s  p r e v e n t in g  a c q u i s i t i o n  b y  th e  w h i t e  p e o p l e ) ,  th e  p r o b le m  o f  w hat 

t o  do w i t h  t h e s e  la n d s  b eco m es o f  p aram ou n t im p o r ta n c e .  At p r e s e n t  

t h e  h e i r s h i p  la n d s  c o m p r ise  t h i r t y - f o u r  p e r  c e n t  o f  a l l  Crow I n d ia n  

l a n d s .

The H e ir s h ip  P ro b lem

The h e i r s h i p  t r a c t s  a r e  p o t e n t i a l l y  one o f  t h e  m o st im p o r ta n t  

o f  I n d ia n  r e s o u r c e s .  The h e i r s h i p  s y s te m  w as a  v e h i c l e  f o r  a l i e n a t i n g  

I n d ia n  la n d  t o  w h it e  o w n e r s h ip .  I n  1 9 0 2 ,  p r e s s u r e  f o r  l e g i s l a t i o n  

w h ic h  w o u ld  a u t h o r iz e  th e  s a l e  o f  h e i r s h i p  a l l o t m e n t s  c o u ld  no lo n g e r
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GOVERNMENT RESERVE a  SCHOOLS
4 , 3 0 5 . 5 0  ACRES

LA ND  IN HEIRSHIP STATUS

TO TA L ACREAGE OF RESERVATION -  2 , 2 9 8 , 8 8 6 . 3 5  ACRES
S O U R C E  -  C R O W  I N D I A N  O F F I C E  R E C O R D S

F ig u r e  12. — Land s t a t u s  o f  Crow In d ia n  R e s e r v a t i o n , 1 9 3 8 .

_3. . . I .T S J T ? --  :K _
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TABLF IX . LAuJD HOLDINGS ON GROli INDIAN" RESERVATION

I n d ia n s  v ith  Land H o ld in g s

Crows o f f  th e  r e s e r v a t io n ,  a l l  a g e s  172
Crows on th e  r e s e r v a t io n ,  a l l  a g e s  I  533
O th er I n d ia n s  m a rried  to  Crows o r  in  f a m i l i e s  ' g
O th er I n d ia n s  2q

T o ta l  w ith  la n d  h o ld in g s  I

I n d ia n s  w ith o u t  Land H o ld in g s

Crows o f f  th e  r e s e r v a t io n ,  c h i ld r e n  2(3
Crows on th e  r e s e r v a t io n ,  c h i ld r e n  241
M arried  o r  in  Crow f a m i l i e s ,  c h i ld r e n  7
M arried  o r  in  Crow f a m i l i e s ,  a d u l t s  22
O th er I n d ia n s ,  c h i ld r e n  ,,g
O th er I n d ia n s ,  a d u l t s

T o ta l  I n d ia n s  w ith o u t  Land H o ld in g s  365

Source: Civil Works Administration Survey, 1954.
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fce r e s i s t e d .  The p a s s a g e  o f  th e  a c t  May 2 7 ,  1902  (3 2  S t a t . 2 4 5 ,  2 7 5 )  

o p en ed  th e  s l u i c e w a y  f o r  a w h o le s a le  d i s s i p a t i o n  o f  th e  I n d ia n  la n d e d  

e s t a t e .  A fe w  y e a r s  l a t e r  (1 9 0 6 )  i t  w as co m p lem en ted  hy a n o th e r  la w  

w h ic h  p e r m it t e d  th e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  th e  I n t e r i o r  t o  s e l l  o r i g i n a l  a l l o t m e n t s ,  

a s  w e l l .  D u r in g  t h i s  p e r io d  2 0 5 ,3 5 5  a c r e s  o r  a b o u t 8 . 5  p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  

I n d ia n  h o ld i n g s  on th e  Crow R e s e r v a t io n  w ere s o l d  t o  th e  w h it e  m en, and  

m ost o f  t h i s  la n d  w as th e  b e s t  o f  th e  i r r i g a t e d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d s .

C o m p le x i t i e s  o f  E q u i t i e s

The p r e s e n t  I n d ia n  h e i r s h i p  la n d  s y s te m  i s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by th e  

c o n s t a n t  t e n d e n c y  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  e s t a t e s  t o  grow  more c o m p lex  i n  t h e i r  

e q u i t i e s ,  more and more c o n f u s in g  t o  b o th  th e  I n d ia n s  and t o  t h e i r  

g o v e r n m e n ta l  g u a r d ia n s ,  and p r o g r e s s i v e l y  more c o s t l y  t o  a d m in i s t e r .

An a l l o t m e n t ,  o n ce  i t  h a s  p a s s e d  i n t o  t h e  h a n d s o f  h e i r s  ( b u t  i s  s t i l l  

p r o t e c t e d  b y  a t r u s t  t i t l e ) ,  s t e a d i l y  s u b d iv id e s  i n t o  s m a l l e r  and 

s m a l l e r  e q u i t i e s  a s  h e i r s ,  and h e i r s  o f  h e i r s ,  i n c r e a s e .  On th e  o t h e r  

h a n d , i n d i v i d u a l  I n d ia n s  a c c u m u la te  m o r e , and more m in u te  e q u i t i e s  

from  i n c r e a s i n g  num bers o f  d i f f e r e n t  e s t a t e s .  T h is  d o u b le  p r o c e s s  

w i l l  be i l l u s t r a t e d  by s p e c i f i c  c a s e s  i n  t a b l e s  X and X I .

E x a m p les o f  S u b - D iv i s io n  c f  E q u i t i e s

S e le c te d  fo r  i t s  r e la t iv e  s im p l i c i t y  i s  the e s t a t e  o f  Rides Be­

h in d , Crow A l lo t t e e  Number 725, which p resen ts  a t y p ic a l  p ic tu re  o f  

the s u b -d iv is io n  o f  an allotm ent through in h e r ita n c e ,  ( s e e  tab le  X).

Only 34 years  have e lap sed  s in ce  the o r ig in a l  a l l o t t e e  d ie d ,  yet the
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f P t l n t s  Her Faoe P r e t t y  
f#B*$ 1 /56

1 /56
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R ldes B ehind #726 
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(T a k e , .  Woman #276 S/e (Good H orae (by . i l l )  (8 -1 1 -5 6 )

( G erald  I i t t l e l l g h t  
(A udrey I l t t l e l l g h t

I-O
H
I

1/2
1/2

(

T his  e s t a t e  h a .  b e e r  p ro b a te d  e ig h t  t i . s  I r  54 y e a r s .  A t p r . . . n t - 2 8  l l e i n g  h e i r s .  

S o u rc e — B ecords Crow In d ia n  O f f ic e
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O ffice  o f  Indian A ffa ir s  has probated the e s ta te  e ig h t  tim es . Today, 

th ere  are 25 l iv in g  h e ir s  and 7 deceased  h e ir s .  Although i t  contained on ly  

160 acres the a llo tm en t i s  d is tr ib u te d  among 25 d if fe r e n t  h e ir s .  The h e ir s  

o f  t h i s  e s t a te  happened to  be young or m id dle-aged , oth erw ise the number ; 

o f  h e ir s  w ith  p r o p o r tio n a te ly  sm aller  e q u it ie s  would be s t i l l  g r e a te r . 

N e v e r th e le s s , i t  i s  m an ifest th a t a l l  th ese  h e ir s  could not p o ss ib ly  

u t i l i z e  t h i s  160 acres fo r  th e ir  s u b s is te n c e , even i f  th ey  used i t  in  

equal sh ares; nor could th ey  d er ive  any s u b s ta n tia l b e n e f it s  by le a s in g  

i t  fo r  incom e.

A more com plicated  e s ta te  i s  th a t o f  N ice K n ife , A llotm ent No.

1211. The s e le c t io n  o f t h i s  a llo tm en t was made and tr u s t  patent is su e d  

November 14, 1908. The o r ig in a l a llo tm en t contained  320 a c r e s . Forty  

acres i s  s t i l l  h e ld  in  t r u s t .  This e s t a te  was probated and h e ir s  d e te r ­

mined by the S ecretary  o f  the I n te r io r  on June 1$, 1914. The f in d in g  by 

the S e c r e ta r y 's  d e c is io n  shows th a t th ere  were e lev en  o r ig in a l  h e ir s  

in te r e s te d  in  t h i s  e s t a t e , At the p resen t time a f t e r  tw enty-tw o years  

have e la p sed  th ere  are s ix ty -tw o  l iv in g  h e ir s  in te r e s te d  in  t h is  e s t a t e ,  

and th ree  e s t a t e s  th a t have not y e t been determ ined by the S ecreta ry .

The sm a lle s t  share in h e r ite d  amounts to  1 /3 2 ,4 0 0  part or .0089 o f  one 

a cre . As t h i s  e s t a te  was probated tw en ty-th ree  years ago, i t  i s  

lo g ic a l  to  assume th a t th e m ajority  o f  the present h e ir s  are g e t t in g  a lon g  

in  years and th a t we may expect one death out o f  every  tw e n ty -fiv e  in t e r ­

e s te d  h e ir s  each year and th a t each w i l l  lea v e  on the average four h e ir s  

to  h is  e s t a t e .  I f  t h i s  assum ption i s  c o r r e c t , at the end o f another
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t wen ty - f i v e -y e ar p er iod  th ere  w i l l  be approxim ately 2 ,150  h e ir s  or the  

p resen t h e ir sh ip  s ta tu s  would be m u lt ip lie d  approxim ately th ir ty - fo u r  t im e s .

Another in t e r e s t in g  e s ta te  i s  th a t o f  Ben Looks Back, who d ied  

in  1935» Ben was an h e ir  to  s ix ty - th r e e  d if fe r e n t  a llo tm e n ts . ' The 

la r g e s t  e s t a te  was appraised  at $2 ,600 ; th e sm a lle st was valued  at $ 0 .3 4 .

Ben l e f t  n ine d if fe r e n t  h e ir s .  In o th er  words, the e s t a te  in  which Ben 

owned an in t e r e s t  o f  th ir t y - fo u r  cen ts  was d iv id ed  e q u a lly  among th ese  

nin e h e ir s .  Inasmuch as th ese  h e ir s  are n iiddle-aged i t  w i l l  probably not 

be lon g  b efore  one o f  th ese  h e ir s  d ie s  and t h is  on e-n in th  in t e r e s t  in  

th e  th ir t y - fo u r  cent e s t a te  w i l l  be d iv id ed  again .

Accumulation o f  E q u it ie s

When one tu rn s to  the oth er p ro cess— th a t o f  in d iv id u a l Indians  

f a l l i n g  h e ir  to  a great many e q u it ie s  in  a number o f  d if fe r e n t  e s t a t e s ,  

one f in d s  another im p ra c tica l s i t u a t io n .  An exam p le 'is  th e h e ir sh ip  

h o ld in g s  o f  Mrs. L iz z ie  Shane T e l lo w t a i l , which i s  shown in  ta b le  XI.

I t  w i l l  be seen  th a t t h i s  lad y  owns and has in t e r e s t  in  many d if fe r e n t  

a llo tm e n ts . Between the le g a l  in h ib it io n s  which a tta ch  to  tr u s t  land  

and the p h y s ic a l sep a ra tio n  o f  the v a r io u s u n its  o f  land i t  i s  u t t e r ly  

im p o ss ib le  fo r  the h e ir  to  work a l l  th e lan d . The on ly  s o lu t io n , under 

th ese  c ircu m stan ces, i s  to  le a se  most o f  the land although she i s  r ic h  in  

land  and could  engage in  a su b s ta n t ia l l iv e s to c k  b u sin ess  i f  her h o ld in g s  

were c o n so lid a te d . I t  must be remembered th a t the tw o fo ld  d is tr ib u t io n  

o f  e q u it ie s  in  h e ir sh ip  e s t a t e s  i s  c o n sta n tly  in c r e a s in g  in  the case o f  

p r a c t ic a l ly  a l l  members o f  the t r ib e .  The Indian S erv ice  i s  faced  w ith



th e  ta sk  o f  managing a h o p e le s s ly  scrambled c o l le c t io n  o f  land e q u i t ie s ,  

and the Ind ian s are reduced to  the s ta tu s  o f  p e tty  le a s e r s  and r e a l e s t a te  

o p era to rs .

In  order to  le a se  a p iece  o f  h e ir sh ip  lan d , th e O ffice  o f Indian  

A ffa ir s  must g e t  s ig n a tu re s  or a power o f  a tto rn ey  from a s u f f i c ie n t  

number o f  h e ir s  to  in c lu d e  e q u it ie s  e q u a ll in g  at le a s t  f i f t y  per cent 

o f  the e s ta te .-  The o f f ic e  work and tr a v e l in g  in v o lv ed  in  th ese  tra n s­

a c t io n s  tend  to  consume more and more o f  the tim e and money o f  the Ind ian  

S e r v ic e .

As a r e s u lt  o f  the com p lica tion  o f  the e s ta te  system  th ere i s  th e  

con stan t stream  o f  Ind ian s to  the agency to  f in d  out i f  th ere  i s  "any le a s e  

money coming." .

In  Chapter I I  i t  was shown th a t the Grow Indian  R eservation  has 

g rea t p o te n t ia l  w ealth  in  a g r ic u ltu r a l and grazin g  la n d s , m ineral 

r e so u r c e s , h y d r o -e le c tr ic  pidwer and w ater s u p p lie s . A b r ie f  survey w i l l  

now be made o f  the way in  which th ese  reso u rces  are u t i l i z e d  at the 

p resen t tim e. T his i s  shown very  c le a r ly  in  the land u t i l i z a t i o n  chart 

( f ig u r e  1 3 ) .

A gricu ltu re

In the S u p erin ten d en t's  rep ort to  the Commissioner o f  Indian  

A ffa ir s  in  1937, i t  i s  found th a t o f  over two m ill io n  a cres  o f  land
X

owned by them, the Crow Ind ian s used on ly  about 158,140 a cres  or about 

s i x  per cent o f  the lan d . (See ta b le  XII and fig u re  1 4 .)
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INDIAN FARMED AND GRAZED -  138 ,140  ACRES

WHITE FARMED LAND -  2 3 2 , 3 4 4  ACRES

PASTURE LEASED BY WHITES -  4 7 2 , 7 4 3  ACRES

LAND IN GRAZING UNITS LEASED BY NON-INDIANS -  1 ,2 6 0 , 6 1 5  ACRES

S0URCE: rN M N ^ F A 1RuSpeFrO1Rn t ,E9N3 8 EN T ^  ^  T 0  = 0 « « ,S S 10NER OF

I'Ccn>I

F ig u r e  1 3 . — Land U t i 1I z a t io n  on Crow R e s e r v a t io n ,  1 9 3 8 .



TABLE HI. LAND CLASSIFICATION ON CROW INDIAN RESERVATION

Amount
Acres under Indian operation

Diy cultivated land 
Irrigated
Total Indian farmed 
Grazing
Game Reserve (known as waste)
Total Indian operated
Total area cultivated during the year, both 

Indian and white
Total area grazed during the year 
Total timber land (grazed during the year)
Total land used for administrative activities
Total waste land
Total number of farms
Number of farms operated by Indians
Number of farming leases to Indians by other Indians
Acreage in such leases
Number of grazing leases or permits to Indians ty 

other Indians 
Acreage in such leases 
Number of leases or permits to Indians 
Acreage in such leases 
Number of farming leases to Whites 
Acreage in White leases
Number of grazing leases or permits to whites 
Acreage dn grazing permits
Number of other leases or permits to Whites (timber) 
Acreage in timber leases 
Total number of leases or permits to Whites 
Acreage leased

3,296
5,021
8,517
79,831
70,000
158,148
240.661.68 

1,813,187
130,000

4,306
65,694
1,442

120
5

1,560

11
21,200

16
22,760

975
705.087.68 

48
1,260,613

5
1 ,000
1,028

1,965,700.68

Sources Superintendent's report to Commissioner, 1957



TIMBER LAND 
1,200 ACRES

IRRIGATED FARMING 
65,181.68 ACRES

DRY FARMING 
175,480 ACRES

RANGE LAND 
1,883,189 ACRES

SOURCE: RECORDS AT CROW INDIAN OFFICE

I
<3
COI

F i g u r e  1 4 . — Lend C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  on Crow R e s e r v a t i o n ,  1939
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Ha^, C e re a ls , and B e e ts . —The method o f  u t i l i z a t i o n  i s  in d ic a te d  in  

f ig u r e  13. A lfa l f a  which i s  the most h ig h ly  favored crop , has a y ie ld  o f  

2 ,6 2 8  ton s o f  hay from 2 ,491  acres (s e e  ta b le  X III) .  One thousand s ix  

hundred ton s o f  t h is  hay were so ld  in  the f a l l  soon a f t e r  h a rv estin g  when 

the p r ic e s  were much lower than th ey  would have been la t e r  in  the sea so n , 

/,in te r  and sp r in g  wheat rank second in  number o f acres h a rv ested . There 

was a t o t a l  y e i ld  o f 20,962 b u sh els  o f  w heat. S ix teen  thousand b u sh els  

were sto red  by the Indian s fo r  t h e ir  own u s e . The m il l  rep o rts  at Crow 

Agency show th a t 203,674 pounds o f wheat were taken to  the m il l;  th at  

723,158 pounds o f f lo u r  and 71 ,270  pounds o f  m ill  products were issu ed  

in  exchange.

The Garden P r o je c t . — The garden p ro jec t i s  one o f  the most 

im portant th a t the Crows can carry on (s e e  fig u re  1 5 ) . In 1937, th ere  

were 202 gardens p lan ted  coverin g  240 a c r e s . The t o t a l  production  from 

the gardens was 386,911 pounds o f v e g e ta b le s . (R efer to  ta b le  X III .)

One hundred and t h ir t y  Indian women preserved  f o o i  by canning during the  

p ast y ea r . S ix  thousand, seven hundred and e ig h ty - f iv e  cans o f  f r u i t ,

10 ,000 cans o f  v e g e ta b le s , and 23 ,400 pounds o f d ried  food s were s to r ed .

Grazing Land. — Seventy-n ine thousand, e ig h t hundred and t h ir t y -  

one acres o f  land were used by the In d ian s fo r  grazin g  p u rp oses. They 

grazed 3,830 head o f  b ee f c a t t l e , 120 head o f  d a iry  c a t t l e ,  and 1,650  

h o r s e s . Although th ey  have so ld  $42,485 worth o f l iv e s to c k  in c lu d in g  

b e e f  c a t t l e ,  sh eep , h o r se s , h ogs, and p o u ltr y , th ey  s t i l l  own, at the 

end o f  the y ea r , l iv e s to c k  having an estim a ted  value o f  $258 ,922 . See
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TABLE H U .  ACREAGE PLANTED AND YIELDS OF CROW INDIAN FARMING

Crop Producing
Acres

Y ield  in  
Tons or Bus.

Amount
Stored

Amount 
. S o ld —

A lfa lfa 2 ,491 2,628 T 1,028 1,600

Wild Hay 981 803 503 300

Sorghums 20 20 20 0

F ie ld  Com 27 225 225 0

Wheat S & W 1,572 20,962 4,962* 16,000

Oats 583 11,250 11,250 0

Sugar B eets 16 200 T 200

Gardens 240 386,921 lb s .

T otal .5 ,9 3 0

*  Used m ostly fo r  flo u r  and feed .

Source: Superintendent's report to  Commissioner, 1957.
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Figure 1 5 .—Typical Crow Indian gardens.
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f ig u r e s  16 and I? and ta b le  XIV.

There i s  one l iv e s to c k  a s s o c ia t io n  in  the so u th ea stern  part o f  

th e R eserv a tio n , c o n s is t in g  o f  a group o f  tw enty Indian  stockmen handed 

to g e th e r  to  range t h e ir  c a t t le  on t h e . same range during th e summer months. 

A range i s  u s u a lly  le a se d  from the tr ib e  and a " lin e  r ider"  h ired  to  care  

fo r  the c a t t l e .  In  the f a l l  when the c a t t le  are sh ipped to  market a l l  

expenses are p ro -ra ted  according to  th e number o f anim als owned by each  

in d iv id u a l . The average co st i s  about $ 2 .0 0  per head.

L ea sin g . — At the same time the Crow Indians le a se d  to  the w hite  

le s s e e s  232,344 acres o f  farm lan d , 472,743 acres o f  farm pasture land  

and 1 ,2 6 0 ,6 1 3  a cres  o f  g razin g  u n it s .  The t o t a l  amount le a se d  to  w hite  

men was 1 ,9 6 5 ,7 0 0 .6 8  acres or n ea r ly  n in e ty -fo u r  per cen t o f  the e n t ir e  

Crow Indian  R eserv a tio n .

In  most ca ses  the farm and pastu re le a s e s  are th o se  sm all p a r c e ls  

o f la n d , ranging in  s iz e  from fo r ty  to  s e v e r a l hundred a c r e s , lo ca ted  in  

th e v a l le y s  or on th e f i r s t  bench. In  some cases the land i s  improved, 

in  o th ers  th e le a s e  r e n ta ls  may c a l l  fo r  improvements to  be b u i l t . The 

le a s e s  in  most in s ta n c e s  are fo r  crop r e n t a ls .  U su a lly  th e  crop r e n ta ls  

are a l f a l f a ,  o n e -th ird  in  the sta ck ; sm all g r a in s , o n e-fo u rth  d e liv e r ed  

to  m arket; and sugar b e e t s ,  o n e -s ix th  d e liv e r e d  to  m arket. When th ere  i s  

g ra ss  land on th e farm i t  r en ts  fo r  a cash r e n ta l which depends upon 

th e  lo c a t io n , and v a r ie s  from ten  to  tw e n ty -f iv e  cen ts an a cre . Most o f  

th e Ind ian  land le a s e s  fo r  a f iv e -y e a r  p er iod  and about h a l f  o f  the r en te r s  

r e le a s e  the land at the e x p ir a tio n  o f  the p er io d . As a g en era l th in g  

improvements on the land d ep rec ia te  very  r a p id ly  under the r e n ta l system .
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SWINE $ 1,700

TURKEYS $ 2 ,4 0 0  

CHICKENS $ 2,812

DAIRY CATTLE $ 7 ,2 0 0

SHEEP $ 9 ,2 0 0

HORSES $ 3 2 ,5 0 0

-----------------------------  BEEF CATTLE —

--------------------------------- $ 153,200 -

SOURCE: ANNUAL REPORT OF CROW INDIAN OFFICE TO THE COMMISSIONER 
OF INDIAN AFFAIRS FOR 1937

irI-UTe 1 6 . —V a lu e  o f  In d ia n  owned l i v e s t o c k  on Cro-; In d ia n  R e s e r v a t io n ,
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ALFALFA SEED $ 1 , 5 0 0  

SUGAR B E E T S $  2 , 0 0 0  

POULTRY $  3 , 0 0 0  

WOOL $  3 , 9 0 0  

S H E E P  $  4 , 0 0 0

H O R S E S  $  4 , 0 8 5

HAY $  1 5 ,2 0 0

W HEAT $  1 6 ,0 0 0

B E E F  C A T T L E  $  3 1 ,2 0 0

F ig u r e  1 7 . —V a lu e  o f  farm  p r o d u c ts s o ld  by Crow I n d i a n s ,  1 9 3 7 .
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TABLE XIV. LIVESTOCK OWNED BY CROW INDIANS

Kind
No. of
Indians
Owning

Value
per
Head

Total 
Units . 
Owned

Total
Value

Value re- Live 
ceived for Units 
live animals Sold 
sold

Chickens 65 .50 5,025 S 2,512 S 500 500
Turkegrs 24 5.00 800 2,400 2,400 800
Water Foul 11 1.50 140 210 ' 0
Dairy Cattle 60 60.00 120 7,200 — —
Beef Cattle 125 40.00 5,850 155,200 51,200 821
Sheep 6 4.00 2,500 9,200 4,000 1,110
Swine 55 10.00 170 1,700 500 50
Horses 220 50.00 1,650 82,000 4,085

Sources Supertlnendent's Report to Commissioner, 1957
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On the open ran ge, the land has been d iv id ed  in to  la rg er  grazin g  

u n it s  o f  s e v e r a l thousand acres each . T his i s  very  w e ll shown by the  

map o f the R eservation  on page 32. There are fo r ty -e ig h t  such large  

u n it s  on th e Crow R eserv a tio n . They are u su a lly  d iv id ed  so th a t each  

u n it  w i l l  be w e ll w atered. These u n its  are lea sed  fo r  th ree -y ea r  p e r io d s . 

A ll land on the Crow R eservation  th a t i s  lea sed  by the Indian O ffice  i s  

a d v e r tised  fo r  the h ig h est b id d er, and s u ita b le  bonds are required o f  

the l e s s e e .

Types o f  L ea ses . — There are th ree  typ es o f  le a s e s  on the Crow 

R eserv a tio n . These are the O ffice  le a se  or the le a s e s  th a t are under the  

su p e r v is io n  o f  the Government, the competent le a s e ,  and the le a s in g  

p r iv i l e g e .

The Crow Act o f  1920 s e t  up a commission to  judge the members 

o f  the Crow Tribe as to  competency and a l l  th ose who were judged 

competent at th a t time have the r ig h t to  le a se  th e ir  own land and t h e ir  

minor c h ild r e n 's  land w ithout o f f ic e  su p e r v is io n . In order to  g ive  the  

Indian  more exp erien ce  and a chance to  handle h is  own a f f a ir s  the 

Superintendent has the a u th o r ity  to  grant an Indian the r ig h t to  le a se  

h is  own lands and to  c o l le c t  the r e n ta ls .  During the la s t  th ree -y ea r  

p eriod  about h a lf  o f  a l l  the Indian land lea sed  has been under th ese  

l a s t  two ty p es  o f  le a s e s .

In d iv id u a l Indian Money Control

For a l l  Indian moneys th a t are paid  through the Crow O ffice  the  

In d iv id u a l Indian  Money O ffice  keeps the accou n ts. Each e n r o lle e  has an
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account and a number and a c a re fu l record o f r e c e ip ts  and payments i s  

k ep t. When money i s  d ep o sited  to  the account o f  the In d iv id u a l, i t  i s  held  

on d e p o s it  u n t i l  needed by the e n r o lle e  fo r  h is  support or fo r  oth er  

worthwhile u se . Then i t  i s  paid  out by check by the Superintendent o f  the  

R eserv a tio n . In 1937, t h is  o f f ic e  paid out $175 ,150 .64  to  the in d iv id u a ls .  

( See f ig u r e  1 8 .)

I r r ig a te d  Lands

The Crow Indian land i s  con sid ered  very va lu ab le  as th ere are 

6 5 , 191.68 acres in  the ir r ig a t io n  system . There are th ree main p r o je c ts  

o f  which the B ig  Horn system  i s  the la r g e s t ,  the L i t t l e  Horn, in c lu d in g  

Lodge-Grass and Pass C reeks, i s  the second la r g e s t , and Pryor i s  the  

s m a lle s t .  W ithin th ese  system s th ere are e lev en  main can a ls  w ith a 

t o t a l  len g th  o f  one hundred m iles  co n ta in in g  465 s tr u c tu r e s . There are 

n in e ty -e ig h t  main la t e r a ls  t o t a l in g  135 m ile s  and co n ta in in g  l , 3 8 l  s tr u c ­

tu r e s .  In the sev en ty -n in e  m iles  o f  s u b - la te r a ls  th ere are 138 d it c h e s .  

The average e le v a t io n  o f  the ir r ig a te d  land i s  from 2 ,900  f e e t  to  3 ,600  

f e e t  above sea  l e v e l .  There i s  a grea t abundance o f w ater in  the B ig  

Horn system , but in  a l l  o f  the o th ers th ere  tends to  be a sh ortage . A 

w ater shortage was recorded in  the L i t t l e  Horn system  in  1919, again in  

1921 and again  in  1930, and the drought in  1934 caused the worst shortage  

in  the h is to r y  o f  the system .
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/ /  $ 17,680 ANNUITY

v / x z / z !  $ 1 0 0 ,0 0 0 .0 0  MISC. (PENSIONS, RELIEF 6  ETC.)

] $ 2 0 ,0 0 0  FARM AND GARDEN PRODUCE CONSUMED

$ 119,888.00 WAGES FROM EMPLOYMENTRELIEF WORK

$ 70,401 OO

$ 70 ,235  FARMING AND STOCK RAISING
RECAPITULATION OF TOTAL $ 6 8 2 .95 3 .64

1 2  3 4 5 6 7
IOO OOO OF DOLLARS

AVERAGE INCOME PER FAMILY FOR 522 FAMILIES ON RESERVATION $ 1,306.42
SOURCE: 1937 ANNUAL EXTENSION REPORT

F i g u r e  1 8 . — s o u rc e  o f  Income o f  Crow I n d ia n  R e s e r v a t i o n ,  1S37.
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Dry Land Areas
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The dry land farm and a g r ic u ltu r a l land on the R eservation  i s  

s im ila r  to  o th er land in  t h i s  s e c t io n  o f  Montana. I t  i s  estim ated  th at  

th ere  are about I 80 ,000  acres o f  dry t i l l a b l e  land on the R eserva tion , 

most o f  which at present i s  u t i l i z e d  fo r  w inter w heat. As i s  shown 

in  the r a in f a l l  ch a r t, ( ta b le  I I ) ,  the average annual r a in f a l l  has 

been 15.09 in ch es and the growing season  134 days.

The f o o t h i l l s  and the mountains are the b est l iv e s to c k  ranges in  

t h i s  s e c t io n  o f  the country (se e  f ig u re  1 9 ) . The most common g ra sse s  are 

the wheat g r a s s , grama g r a s s , and l i t t l e  b lue stem . The black sage and 

mountain sage are very abundant and cheat grass has a tendency to  creep  

in  where the range i s  overstocked  or in  abandoned plowed f i e l d s .  S a lt  

g ra ss  and greasewood are found on a lk a lin e  s o i l s  a l l  over the R eserv a tio n . 

The F orestry  D iv is io n  r e s t r ic t s  the amount o f  l iv e s to c k  grazed on the 

ran ge. The average fo r  the R eservation  i s  2 7 .8  acres per cow, w ith a 

range o f f i f t e e n  a cres per head in  the so u th eastern  part to  fo r t y - f iv e  

a cres  per head in  the northern p a r ts . The only waste areas are the  

canyon w a lls  and extreme r id g es  in  the m ountains. I t  i s  estim ated  th at  

th ere  are 65 ,894 acres o f  such land on the R eservation  (s e e  fig u re  2 0 ) .

Property and Finance

Property V a lu es. — The value o f  the property owned by the Grow 

In d ian s i s  shown by ta b le  XV and f ig u r e s  21 , 22, and 23 . The t o t a l  

valu e o f a l l  in d iv id u a l Indian property  i s  shown in  the fo llo w in g  t a b le :
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^ i c u r e  1 9 . " R a n e e  l a n d  on th e  Grow R e s e r v a t i o n .
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F i g u r e  2 0 . —A t y p i c a l  f a m i n g  a r e a  on th e  Crov/ I n d i a n  R e s e r v a t i o n .
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TABLE XV, INVENTORY OF CROW INDIAN PROPERTY

TRIBAL PROPERTY

Acreage u n a llo tte d  
Value o f  u n a llo tte d  acreage 
Amount o f  t r ib a l  funds in  treasury  
Value o f  t r ib a l  l iv e s to c k  (B u llion s)
Value o f  other t r ib a l  property ( timber)
T otal value o f  t r ib a l  property

INDIVIDUAL INDIAN PROPERTYs (Real and personal)

Tota l  acreage o f  a l lo t te d  lands 
Number o f  a llotm en ts to  Ind iv id u als  
Average per acre value o f  in d iv id u a l 

a l lo t t e d  acreage-----
Amount o f  In d iv id u a l Indian Money in  bank 
T ota l va lu e o f  homes, barns, and corra ls  
T otal v a lu e  o f  fu rn itu re in  Indian homes 
T ota l va lu e  o f  to o ls  and a g r icu ltu ra l implements 
T ota l va lu e o f  wagons and v e h ic le s  (autom obiles) 
T ota l va lu e  o f  l iv e s to c k , p ou ltry , e tc .
T ota l va lu e  o f  other property
T ota l va lu e  o f  a l l  in d iv id u a l Indian property

' Ir; w

279,858.39
859.515.17

10 , 000.00
2 ,000 .00

53,400.00
904.915.17

1 ,835 ,919 .04
4 ,125 .00

5.00
81,685.82
95,200.00
5 0 .0 0 0 . 00
5 0 .0 0 0 . 00 
64”, 120.00

258,922.00
10. 000.  00

589,927.82

Source: Superintendent's Report to  Commissioner, 1957.

/



SWINE $ 1,700

TURKEYS $ 2 , 4 0 0

CHICKENS $ 2,812

DAIRY CATTLE $ 7 ,2 0 0

HORSES $ 3 2 , 5 0 0

BEEF CATTLE 
$ 153,200

SOURCE: ANNUAL REPORT OF CROW INDIAN OFFICE TO THE COMMISSIONER
OF INDIAN AFFAIRS FOR 1937

F ig u r e  2 1 . — V a lu e  o f  In d ia n  ovmed l i v e s t o c k  on Crow In d ia n  R e s e r v a t io n ,  1 9 3 7 .
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ALFALFA SEED $ 1,500

SUGAR BEETS $ 2,000

WOOL $ 3,900

OATS $ 4,000

DAIRY PRODUCTS $ 20,000

WHEAT $ 20,062

HAY $28,400
SOURCE: REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF CROW 

INDIAN AGENCY TO COMMISSIONER OF 
INDIAN AFFAIRS FOR 1937

F i g u r e  2 2 . —V alu e  o f  f e r n  r ro d u c e  crown by Crow I n d i a n s ,  !9 3 7 .
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TOTAL DEBT $ 86,431.27

REIMBURSABLE DEBT 
$48 ,901 .68

OTHER DEBTS 
$ 3 7 ,5 2 9 .5 9

TOTAL WHO OWE DEBTS 4 9 7

NUMBER WHO OWE 
REIMBURSABLE 274

NUMBER WHO OWE 
OTHER DEBTS 

2 2 3

TOTAL VALUE O F A L L  INDIVIDUAL OWNED PROPERTY 
$ 5 8 9 , 9 2 7 0 0  SOURCE: C.W.A. SURVEY 1 9 3 4

Figure 2 3 .—Indebtedness o f Crow Indians, 1934.
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M oney i n  b a n k s
H om es, b a r n s  and c o r r a l s
T o o ls  and a g r i c u l t u r a l  im p le m e n ts
F u r n itu r e  i n  I n d ia n  hom es
V e h i c l e s
O th e r  p r o p e r t y

8 8 1 , 685.82  
9 5 , 2 0 0 .0 0
50 . 000 .  00
3 0 . 0 0 0 .  00 
6 4 , 120.00
1 0 . 0 0 0 .  00

T o t a l  I n d i v i d u a l  I n d ia n  p r o p e r t y 8 3 3 1 ,0 0 5 .8 2

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  p r o p e r t y  t h e  t r i b a l  p r o p e r t y ,  w h ich  i s  

m o s t ly  l a n d ,  h a s  a  v a lu e  o f  8 9 0 4 ,1 9 5 * 1 7 •  The v a lu e  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l l y  

owned la n d  i s  n o t  e s t im a t e d  b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  v a r i e d  l o c a t i o n .  As w o u ld  

be e x p e c t e d  t h e r e  i s  a  w id e  ra n g e  o f  v a l u e s  from  th e  i r r i g a t e d  s e c t i o n s  

t o  t h e  d r y  u p la n d  h i l l s .

t h e r e  w ere  330  I n d ia n  h o u s e s  on th e  R e s e r v a t io n  ( s e e  f i g u r e  2 4 ) .  T h is  

s u r v e y  sh ow s th e  m a t e r ia l  from  w h ich  th e  h o u s e s  w ere c o n s t r u c t e d ,  th e  

c o n d i t i o n  o f  th e  h o u s e s , and th e  num ber o f  o u t b u i l d i n g s .  The p r o p e r t y  

c h a r t s , t a b l e s  XVI and X V II , show  th e  f u r n i t u r e  and fa r m in g  e q u ip m e n t . 

T h e se  c h a r t s  show  t h a t  a t  th e  t im e  o f  t h e  s u r v e y  t h e r e  w as s u f f i c i e n t  

e q u ip m e n t f o r  th e  p r e s e n t  n e e d s  o f  th e  I n d i a n s .

C r e d it  and R e im b u r s a b le . — The Crow A ct o f  1 9 2 0  s e t  up a  r e v o l v i n g

fu n d  o r  a s  i t  i s  com m only known "The R e im b u r s a b le ."  T h is  w as $ 5 0 ,0 0 0  s e t  

a s i d e  from  t h e  t r e a t y  p a y m en ts  a s  a  s o u r c e  o f  c r e d i t  f o r  t h e  Crow I n d ia n s  

f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  and hom em aking p u r p o s e s .  T h is  fu n d  w as lo a n e d  o u t t o  

t h o s e  n e e d in g  a g r i c u l t u r a l  a s s i s t a n c e  and when t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  r e p a id  

t h e i r  l o a n s , t h e  fu n d s  w ere im m e d ia te ly  lo a n e d  o u t t o  o t h e r s .  T h is  

fu n d  w as r e v o lv e d  a b o u t t h r e e  and o n e - h a l f  t im e s  i n  th e  l a s t  t h i r t y - s e v e n  

y e a r s .  T h ere  i s  a lw a y s  a  lo n g  w a i t i n g  l i s t  o f  a p p l i c a n t s  f o r  l o a n s .  I n

I n d ia n  H om es. — The C i v i l  Work A d m in is t r a t io n  i n  1 9 3 4  show ed t h a t
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PER  CENT

IOO

29.1

0.6

0 . 3

TOTAL NUMBER OF INDIAN HOMES -  3 3 0

FRAME HOUSES -  231

LOG HOUSES -  9 6

TENTS -  2

OTHERS -  I

SOURCE: CIVIL WORKS ADMINISTRATION REPORT, 1934

F ig u re  2 4 .—M a te r ia l  and number o f  homes on Crow I n d ia n  R e s e r v a t io n ,  19o4.

S .



TABLE T f l IMPLEMENTS OWNED ON CROW INDIAN RESERVATION

Kind of Implements No. of Indians
Own ̂18

Total No. 
Qwned

Plows 264 417
Harrows 210 221
Mowers 200 204
Rakes 174 195
Wagons 296 543
Harness 520 471
Binders 48 48
Cultivators 73 79
Automobiles 187 187
Hay stackers 77 77
Tractors 17 17
Trucks 6 6 *
Drills 73 74
Discs 115 118
Levellers 50 50
Sweep rakes 81 95
Buggies 73 74
Sleds 60 61

Source: Civil Works Administration Survey, 1934
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TABLE XVII. FURNITURE OiVNED ON CROW INDIAN RESERVATION

Kind of 
F u ra l tu rg No. of Indiana

__  JW Ti \  ___

Stoves
Tables
Chairs
Benches
Beds
Cupboards
Trunks
Sewing Machines
Pianos
Phones
Fire Places
Washing Machines
Radios
Victrolas

Source: Civil Works Administration Survey, 1934.

Total No. 
Own ed

364 718
534 543
321 1,556
215 285
334 722
318 571
312 506
157 ]^9
14 14

I I
I I
I I

41 41
47 47

]P3E I
- MW tlMleSlL iiiilii-1 m
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1 9 3 7 ,  th e  am ount lo a n e d  from  t h i s  fu n d  w as $ 15 , 567. T h e se  l o a n s  h a v e  

f u r n i s h e d  a lm o s t  e v e r y  k in d  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  a s s i s t a n c e .  The m ost 

c o n s t a n t  r e q u e s t s  a r e  f o r  h o r s e s , c a t t l e ,  s e e d ,  and b u i l d i n g  r e p a i r s .

Many o f  th e  o r i g i n a l  l o a n s  a m o u n tin g  t o  a b o u t $ 3 0 ,0 0 0  a r e  f r o z e n  and  

c o l l e c t i o n s  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  made on them  f o r  a  num ber o f  y e a r s .  I t  i s  

v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  c o l l e c t  from  th e  c o m p e te n t I n d ia n  b e c a u s e  he d o e s  

n o t  h a v e  fu n d s  co m in g  th r o u g h  t h e  O f f i c e  and i n  m ost c a s e s  t h e s e  lo a n s  

a r e  l e t  d r i f t  r a t h e r  th a n  h a v e  th e  e x p e n s e  o f  a la w  s u i t . O f c o u r s e , 

t h e  t r u s t  la n d  i s  t h e i r  s e c u r i t y  and e v e n t u a l l y  t h e s e  d e b t o r s  w i l l  be 

f o r c e d  t o  p a y . B ut a t  th e  p r e s e n t , h a v in g  t h i s  l a r g e  fu n d  f r o z e n  i s  

a  h a r d s h ip  on  t h o s e  d e s e r v in g  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  c a r r y in g  on t h e i r  a g r i ­

c u l t u r a l  a c t i v i t i e s .

D u r in g  1 9 3 6 ,  tw e n ty  d i f f e r e n t  i n d i v i d u a l  Crow I n d ia n s  s e c u r e d  

l o a n s  a m o u n tin g  t o  $ 1 3 ,5 0 0  from  th e  R e h a b i l i t a t i o n  A d m in is t r a t io n .  The 

l o a n s  w ere g r a n t e d  f o r  a  num ber o f  d i f f e r e n t  p u r p o s e s , c h i e f l y  f o r  

s t a r t i n g  l i v e s t o c k  h e r d s  and f o r  th e  r e p a i r  o f  h o m es. T h e se  lo a n s  w ere  

made p a y a b le  o v e r  a  p e r io d  o f  y e a r s  a t  t h e  i n t e r e s t  r a t e  o f  f i v e  p e r  c e n t . 

I n  m ost c a s e s  th e  c u r r e n t  p a y m en ts  h a v e  b een  m ade. I n  a d d i t i o n  a fu n d  

o f  $ 8 ,5 0 0  w as r e c e i v e d  from  th e  I n d ia n  O f f i c e  i n  W a sh in g to n  t o  be u s e d  

e n t i r e l y  f o r  home r e p a i r .  The t w e n t y - n in e  d i f f e r e n t  I n d ia n s  who w ere  

a s s i s t e d  w it h  lo a n s  a t  th e  r a t e  o f  t h r e e  p e r  c e n t  a  y e a r ,  h a v e  a lw a y s  

p a id  t h e  i n s t a l l m e n t s  when d u e .

R e l i e f  and L abor In c o m e . — The f o l l o w i n g  t a b l e  sh o w s th e  num ber 

o f  I n d ia n s  e n g a g e d  i n  t r a d e , p r o f e s s i o n s  and  i n d u s t r i e s , o u t s i d e  o f
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A g r i c u l t u r a l  p u r s u i t s :  Iuoom e

27 I n d ia n s  i n  c l e r i c a l  and o f f i c e  w ork  $ 2 7 ,0 0 0
17 S k i l l e d  w o r k e r s — c a r p e n t e r s ,  b la c k s m it h ,

and a u to  m e c h a n ic s  2 1 ,0 0 0
2 4 1  CCC-ID , 6 2 ,0 0 0
150 E o a d s , i r r i g a t i o n ,  r e l i e f ,  e t c .  2 4 ,4 8 7

'$ 1 3 4 ,4 8 7

I n  1 9 3 3 ,  t h e  C i v i l i a n  C o n s e r v a t io n  C orp s— I n d ia n  D e p a r tm e n t , 

w h ic h  i s  a  fo rm  o f  th e  C i v i l i a n  C o n s e r v a t io n  C o r p s , w as o r i g i n a t e d .  A l l  

t h e  men em p lo y ed  i n  t h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  e x c e p t  some o f  t h e  s k i l l e d  e n g i n e e r s , 

a r e  I n d i a n s .  The w ork  i s  c o n f in e d  t o  im p r o v in g  t h e  E e s e r v a t i o n  m a in ly  

th r o u g h  c o n s e r v a t i o n  m e th o d s  on t h e  r a n g e  and i n  th e  f o r e s t . Some o f  t h e  

im p r o v e m e n ts  a r e  a s  f o l l o w s :  s i x t y - f i v e  s t o c k  w a te r  r e s e r v o i r s  w ere

c o n s t r u c t e d ;  f i f t y  s p r i n g s  w ere d e v e lo p e d ;  s i x t y - f o u r  w e l l s  w i t h  w in d m il l s  

h a v e  b e e n  p la c e d  on t h e  r a n g e ;  s e v e r a l  m i l e s  o f  t r u c k  and f i r e  t r a i l s  

h a v e  b e e n  b u i l t ;  d r i f t  f e n c e s  h a v e  b e e n  m ad e; a  f e n c e  w as b u i l t  a c r o s s  

t h e  s o u t h e r n  b o u n d a ry  o f  t h e  E e s e r v a t i o n  and s e v e r a l  f i n e  b u i l d i n g s  h a v e  

b e e n  c o n s t r u c t e d  a t  th e  A g en cy  fro m  n a t i v e  s t o n e .

The E o a d s D ep a r tm en t h a s  b u i l t  t w e u t y ^ f iv e  m i l e s  o f  s ta n d a r d  

r o a d  from  H igh w ay  87 E t o  th e  tow n  o f  P r y o r ,  and f i f t e e n  m i l e s  on a  ' 

c u t - o f f  from  t h e  A g en cy  t o  S t .  X a v ie r ,  t h e n  a b o u t t w e lv e  m i l e s  up L odge  

G r a ss  C r e e k . A l l  o f  t h e s e  im p ro v e  t h e  E e s e r v a t i o n  and i n c r e a s e  t h e  

v a l u e  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  I n d ia n  a l l o t m e n t s  a s  w e l l  a s  m ak in g  l i v i n g  

c o n d i t i o n s  much b e t t e r  on th e  E e s e r v a t i o n .

B e s i d e s  a d d in g  s e v e r a l  h u n d red  th o u s a n d  d o l l a r s  im p rovem en t t o  

t h e  E e s e r v a t i o n  and g i v i n g  t h e  I n d ia n s  f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  d u r in g  th e
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r e  c e n t  d e p r e s s i o n ,  t h e s e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  h a v e  b een  o f  u n t o ld  v a lu e  i n  

t e a c h in g  th e  y o u n g e r  men a  r e s p e c t  f o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and a  f e e l i n g  o f  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e m s e lv e s  and t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .  Many o f  th em  h a v e  l e a r n ­

e d  a  t r a d e  s u c h  a s  a u to  m e c h a n ic s ,  t r a c t o r  o p e r a t in g ,  s u r v e y in g ,  and many 

o t h e r  s u c h  s k i l l s  t h a t  t h e y  m ig h t n e v e r  h a v e  le a r n e d  h a d  i t  n o t  b e e n  f o r  

t h i s  w o r k . S u ch  s k i l l s  can  be t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  o t h e r  w ork  o r  c o n t in u e d  i n  

t h e  p r e s e n t  w o r k .

On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d , t h e s e  r e l i e f  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  h a v e  c o m p le t e ly  

d is r u p t e d  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  on  t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n .  I n  o r d e r  t o  

w ork  on t h e s e  p r o j e c t s  th e  f a m i l y  h a s  m oved from  i t s  a l l o t m e n t  t o  l i v e  

i n  a  cam p. W h ile  t h e y  a r e  g o n e  t h e  l i v e s t o c k  s t r a y s  o r  i s  s t o l e n ,  th e  

hom es a r e  b r o k e n  i n t o ,  and  c r o p s  and g a r d e n s  becom e w eed y  and d r y  u p  fro m  

l a c k  o f  c u l t i v a t i o n  and i r r i g a t i o n .  S oon  t h e  I n d ia n  s e e s  t h a t  h i s  p r o p e r ­

t y  i s  d i s a p p e a r in g  s o  h e s e l l s  h i s  l i v e s t o c k  and m a c h in e r y .  He d i s c o v e r s  

t h a t  he., p r e f e r s  t o  l i v e  w i t h  a  g ro u p  o f  h i s  f e l l o w s  and r e c e i v e  f o r t y  

d o l l a r s  a  m onth  r a t h e r  th a n  t o  l i v e  b y  h i m s e l f  on h i s  i s o l a t e d  a l lo t m e n t  

e v e n  though, a t  t h e  en d  o f  th e  y e a r  he w o u ld  h a v e  h ad  m ore m oney and a  w e l l  

f i l l e d  c e l l a r ,  i f  h e  had  r e m a in e d  a t  hom e. Soon  th e  I n d ia n  r e c e i v e s  p e r ­

m i s s i o n  t o  l e a s e  h i s  a l l o t m e n t  a s  he c la im s  i t  i s  i d l e  w h i le  he i s  away  

w o r k in g . L e a s in g  th e  a l lo t m e n t  m eans t h a t  an y  r e m a in in g  fa rm  m a c h in e r y  

and l i v e s t o c k  i s  s o l d  and t h e  f a m i l y  t a k e s  i t s  p la c e  i n  a  t e n t  on t h e  

e d g e  o f  one o f  t h e  l i t t l e  R e s e r v a t io n  to w n s .  Thus t o  t h e  I n d ia n  l i v i n g  

on a  fa rm  w i t h  m a c h in e r y  and l i v e s t o c k  t o  o p e r a t e  i t ,  t h e  r e l i e f  o r g a n ­

i z a t i o n s  h a v e  c a u s e d  a  r e t r o g r e s s i o n ,  one t h a t  w i l l  t a k e  many y e a r s  t o

o v e r c o m e .
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I t  i s  n o t  m e r e ly  t h a t  th e  f a m i l y  h a s  m oved from  th e  a l l o t m e n t s ,  

n o r  t h a t  h e h a s  s o l d  a l l  o f  h i s  p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y  and w a s te d  th e  m on ey , 

h u t h e a l s o  h a s  l e a s e d  h i s  home f o r  a  num ber o f  y e a r s  and  i n  many c a s e s  

h a s  c o l l e c t e d  h i s  l e a s e  r e n t a l s  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  i n  a d v a n c e , and  i n  m ost  

c a s e s  h a s  ta k e n  a  s e v e r e  p e n a l t y  o r  r e d u c t io n  i n  h i s  a n n u a l r e n t a l s  

b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  a d v a n c e  c o l l e c t i o n s .  L a t e r  when th e  f a m i l y  b ecom es  

d e s t i t u t e  a  fe w  more y e a r s  m ust be ad d ed  t o  th e  l e a s e  o r  m ore r e l i e f  g i v e n .

Summary

The Crow R e s e r v a t io n  c o m p r is e s  a c r e s  o f  v a l u a b l e  l a n d ,  b u t th e  

t e n u r e  o f  t h e  la n d  i s  i n  s u c h  a  c o m p l ic a t e d  s t a t e  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  v a r i o u s  

a l l o t m e n t s  and  h e i r s h i p  s t a t u s  t h a t  i t  i s  i m p o s s ib l e  f o r  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  

t o  u s e  t h e i r  h o ld i n g s  a d v a n t a g e o u s ly .  O n ly  a b o u t s i x  p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  

la n d  i s  u t i l i z e d  b y  t h e  I n d ia n s  t h e m s e l v e s ,  w h i le  a b o u t n i n e t y - f o u r  p e r  

c e n t  i s  l e a s e d  t o  w h it e  m en. I n d i v i d u a l  I n d ia n  p r o p e r t y  e x c l u s i v e  o f  

l a n d ,  h a s  a  v a l u a t i o n  o f  $ .3 3 1 ,0 0 5 .8 2  w h i le  t h e  t r i b a l  p r o p e r t y  v a l u a t i o n  

i s  a b o u t $ 9 0 4 ,9 1 5 «  The I n d ia n  lo a n  fu n d s  h a v e  b e e n  u s e d  a d v a n t a g e o u s ly  

i n  a s s i s t i n g  t h e  fa r m e r s  t o  im p ro v e  t h e i r  hom es and b e g in  farm  o p e r a t i o n s .  

R e l i e f  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  h a v e  m et im m e d ia te  n e e d s  o f  th e  p e o p le  b y  g i v i n g  th em  

w ork  on p r o j e c t s , b u t i n  th e  lo n g  v ie w  t h i s  r e l i e f  h a s  b e e n  d e t r im e n t a l  t o  

t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p rogram  b y  t a k i n g  fa r m e r s  and  sto c k m e n  fro m  t h e i r  a l l o t -  ■ 

m e n ts  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e s .

The p r o b le m , t h e n ,  i s  n o t  o n ly  how t o  i n t e r e s t  th e  I n d ia n  i n  r e tu r n '  

i n g  t o  h i s  a l l o t m e n t ,  b u t  how t o  f i n a n c e  h im  w h i le  h e m ak es a  new s t a r t .
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CHAPTEE V . THE FQTUEE UTILIZATION OF THE 

CEOW INDIAN EESEEVATION

The f i r s t  c h a p t e r  o u t l i n e d  i n  d e t a i l  th e  many t r e a t y  p aym en ts  

t h a t  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  G overnm ent g a v e  t o  t h e  Crow N a t i o n s . I t  h a s  b e e n  

show n t h a t  s e v e r a l  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  h a v e  b e e n  p a id  t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  

c a s h  a n n u i t i e s  and i n  c l o t h i n g ,  r a t i o n s ,  and o t h e r  s u p p l i e s .  I t  h a s  b e e n  

show n t h a t  e v e r y  Crow f a m i l y  when i t  b e g a n  fa r m in g  w as g i v e n  eq u ip m en t  

and l i v e s t o c k  w i t h  w h ic h  t o  w ork  i t s  a l l o t m e n t .  I t  h a s  b e e n  shown t h a t  

t h e y  w e re  g i v e n  h e r d s  o f  c a t t l e , t h a t ' t h e i r  la n d  w as s u r v e y e d  and m o st o f  

t h e  i r r i g a b l e  la n d s  h ad  b e e n  d i t c h e d  and w a te r  f u r n i s h e d  t h o s e  u t i l i z i n g  

t h e i r  own l a n d .  I t  h a s  b e e n  show n t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  p r o v id e d  m e d ic a l  

c a r e , h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n ,  and e d u c a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s .  Two r e l i g i o u s  denom­

i n a t i o n s  h a v e  s e n t  m i s s i o n a r i e s  and th o u s a n d s  o f  d o l l a r s  f o r  th e  t r i b e ' s  

r e l i g i o u s  w e l f a r e .

The c h a p t e r  sh ow s t h e  s u r f a c e , g e o lo g y  and n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  o f  

t h e  B e s e r v a t i o n .  I t  h a s  p o in t e d  o u t  t h a t  w i t h  6 5 ,0 0 0  a c r e s  o f  i r r i g a t e d  

la n d  and o v e r  150,000 a c r e s  o f  d r y  fa rm  la n d ,  and w i t h  a b o u t 2 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  

a c r e s  o f  r a n g e  la n d  t h a t  t h e  Crow t r i b e  u n d e r  th e  p r o p e r  m anagem ent o f  

i t s  r e s o u r c e s  c o u ld  be e c o n o m ic a l ly  w e a l t h y .  B ut i t  w as a l s o  shown t h a t  

t h e  o l d  a d a g e  i s  s t i l l  t r u e , " e a s y  com e, e a s y  g o ."  I t  h a s  b e e n  shown  

t h a t  t h e  a n n u it y  p a y m en ts  h a v e  b e e n .w a s te d , and a r e  s t i l l  b e in g  sq u a n d e r e d  

I t  h a s  b e e n  p o in t e d  o u t t h a t  t h e  Crows w i t h i n  th e  l a s t  fe w  y e a r s  h a v e  

m oved o f f  t h e i r  a l l o t m e n t s ,  r e n t e d  t h e i r  l a n d s ,  and a r e  l i v i n g  i n  t e n t s  

an d  m a k e - s h i f t  h o u s e s  on th e  e d g e  o f  t h e  s m a l l  to w n s  ( s e e  f i g u r e  25) .
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More Indian land i s  under le a se  today on the Crow R eservation  than ever  

b e fo r e .

But i t  was a ls o  shown th a t in  the la s t  few years the young men 

and women have been tra in ed  in  var iou s tra d es and th a t i t  i s  f e l t  t h a t , 

th ey  as in d iv id u a ls  are p e r fe c t ly  capable o f  earn ing a l iv in g  fo r  them­

s e lv e s  i f  the n e c e s s i ty  a r o se .

I t  i s  now b e lie v e d  th a t the Crows r e a l iz e  th a t the time has come 

when th ey  must earn th e ir  own way or s u f fe r  the consequences, by having  

a lower standard o f l iv in g  than th e ir  n e igh b ors. I t  i s  f e l t  th a t i f  the  

Crows were g iven  another chance and made to  r e a l iz e  th a t t h e ir  fu ture  

depends on t h e ir  own e f f o r t s , th ey  would tr y  harder and make a determ ined  

e f f o r t  to  r e ta in  what th ey  earn when th ey  r e a l ly  lea rn  th a t the Government 

w i l l  not come to  th e ir  rescue every  tim e th ey  put in  a req u e st . T h erefore , 

an endeavor w i l l  be made to  show how th ese  resou rces on th e R eservation  

could be made to  fu rn ish  the Crow Tribe an e x c e lle n t  l iv e l ih o o d  and as 

tim e goes on make them ind ep en dently  w ea lth y .

C on so lid ation  o f Land Holdings

Because th ere were tw elve d if f e r e n t  a l lo t t in g s  on the Crow Reserva­

t io n ,  each a l l o t t e e ' s  land i s  w id e ly  s c a tte r e d  and because o f the many 

h e ir sh ip  h o ld in g s , i t  i s  f e l t  th a t one o f  the f i r s t  endeavors should  

be to  c o n so lid a te  in d iv id u a l h o ld in g s o f  the many d if fe r e n t  p a rce ls  o f  

e s t a t e s  in to  one tr a c t  in  order th a t the in d iv id u a l can u t i l i z e  h is  own 

land fo r  farm ing or s to c k -r a is in g . There are a number o f  d if fe r e n t  ways

o f  c o n so lid a tio n
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P a r t it io n  o f  H oldings “by Land C lerk . — One o f the most p r a c t ic a l  

ways i s  to  s e t  up the p o s it io n  o f land c ler k  at the Crow Indian O f f ic e .

T his c le r k  ghould appraise the d if fe r e n t  h o ld in gs o f  each in d iv id u a l in  

the many e s t a t e s ,  and then  tr y  to  g e t th e h e ir s  to  agree to  accept t r a c t s  

o f  th ese  h o ld in g s  in  such a way th a t s p e c i f i c  acreages cou ld  he p a r t it io n e d  

to  one c e r ta in  in d iv id u a l. In  many ca ses  th ese  sm all t r a c t s  could he 

s e le c te d  so th a t th ey  would he adjacent to  land a lread y  owned hy the h e ir ,  

th us i t  would en large h is  acreage in  one lo c a t io n .

A s p e c i f i c  example o f  t h i s  arrangement i s  the case o f  O liva  

W illiam son and her b ro th er , Paul W illiam son: At the p resen t time O liva

i s  l i v in g  on th e  a llo tm en t th a t b elon gs to  the e s ta te  o f  th e ir  m other,

Maud W illiam son . There are s ix  h e ir s  to  t h i s  a llo tm en t— the fa th e r ,

D exter , who owns 5 / l5  in t e r e s t  in  the e s t a t e ;  then the f iv e  c h ild ren ,

P a u l, D exter , J r . ,  J u l ia ,  Leda, and O liv a , each owning 2 / l 5  in t e r e s t .

Paul W illiam son i s  m arried and l iv in g  on another fo r ty  o f  t h i s  same e s t a t e .  

Both Paul and O liva  have b u i l t  improvements on the f o r t i e s  on which th ey  

l i v e  and d e s ir e  to  exchange oth er land  in t e r e s t s  fo r  th ese  p a r tic u la r  

f o r t i e s .  The E sta te  o f  Maud W illiam son has been app raised  and i t  has 

been found th a t i f  O liva  and Paul r e lin q u ish  th e ir  h o ld in g s  in  a l l  o f  

the remainder o f  Maud's e s t a t e , i t  w i l l  about •-equal in  va lu e  h o ld in gs o f  

the o th er h e ir s  in  th ese  p a r t ic u la r  f o r t i e s .  The oth er h e ir s  are w i l l in g  

to  make t h i s  exchange. Therefore when t h i s  problem i s  worked out Paul 

and O liva  w i l l  both own the p a r t ic u la r  f o r t i e s  on which th ey  are l i v in g  

and w i l l  have re lin q u ish ed  a l l  o th er r ig h ts  in  the e s t a te  o f  Maud 

W illiam son , le a v in g  the remainder o f  th e e s t a te  as fo llo w s :  D exter
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W illiam son w i l l  own $ / l l  o f  the rem aining e s t a t e , w h ile  D exter , J r . ,  J u l ia  

and Leda each w i l l  own 2 / l l  in  the b a la n ce . Very l ik e ly  i f  the need were 

f e l t  the o th er  h e ir s  could co n so lid a te  the rem aining h o ld in g s in  a s im ila r  

manner.

Another very  good example o f  land c o n so lid a tio n  o f  h e ir sh ip  h o ld ­

in g s  i s  th a t o f  the B ig  Lake fa m ily . A chart o f  the p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  t h i s  

exchange i s  g iv en  in  ta b le  XVIII. These lands have a l l  been appraised  

by a f i e l d  man fo r  probate p u rp oses. While i n ' t h i s  proposed exchange 

Thomas B ig  Lake would lo s e  $221.51 o f  th e appraised v a lu e , h is  c o n so lid a ted  

h o ld in g s  would be worth much more to  him than as th ey  are at p resen t, 

s c a t te r e d  w id e ly  and j o in t ly  owned by th ree  other p eo p le . In  t h is  case  

th ere  are fou r d if fe r e n t  a llo tm en ts  in v o lv ed  and i t  i s  to  the in t e r e s t  o f  

Thomas B ig  Lake to  have the land p a r t it io n e d  in  order th a t he may l i v e  on 

h is  in t e r e s t  o f  another e s t a t e .  The o th er  h e ir s  have req u ested  th a t t h e ir  

h o ld in g s  be p a r t it io n e d  at the same tim e . I f  th ese  h e ir s  ob ta in  t i t l e  fo r  

a p a r t ic u la r  p iece  o f  la n d , then i t  w i l l  hot be n ecessa ry  to  obta in  per­

m issio n  from the o th e r s , e i th e r  to  use the. land th em selves or to  le a se  

i t .  I t  i s ' r e l a t i v e l y  sim ple to  secure c le a r  t i t l e s  in  many o f  the  

e s t a t e s  i f  a l i t t l e  care and thought i s  used  before too  many h e ir s  become 

in v o lv ed .

Spec i f i o  B equests in  W il ls . — Another e x c e lle n t  way to  prevent th e  

a llo tm en ts  from b ein g  l e f t  to  so many h e ir s ,  i s  to  use care in  making th e  

w i l l s .  In  the e a r ly  h is to r y  o f  the R eserva tion  the In d ian s d id  not under­

stand w i l l s  nor care fo r  them. But at th e present time alm ost every  

Indian  makes a w i l l .  . Some government em ployee, u s u a lly  th e farm agent
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or the f i e l d  c ler k  w r ite s  the w i l l .  Examples o f  two w i l l s  w r itten  on the  

Crow R eservation  are g iven  in  f ig u r e s  26 and 27. Both o f  th ese  w i l l s  

were probated by the S e c re ta r y 's  o f f ic e  and both were accepted  and 

approved as w r it te n . These w i l l s  were s e le c te d  because th ey  are short 

and an ex p la n a tio n  o f  them i s  ea sy . In Amy B eid er 's  w i l l  ( f ig u r e  2 6 ) ,  

fou r f o r t i e s  were l e f t  in  equal share to  her three d au gh ters, the le g a l  

d e s c r ip t io n  o f none o f the land in  the w i l l  i s  g iv en . Then in  the fou rth  

s e c t io n ,  n ine f o r t i e s  more were to  be d iv id ed  among fou r c h ild ren . As 

w i l l  be noted the share in  the la s t  named f o r t i e s  was to  be d if fe r e n t  

from th a t in  the f i r s t  named f o r t i e s .

Now, i f  the w i l l  o f  M edicine Horse ( f ig u r e  2 7 ) , i s  s tu d ied , i t  

w i l l  be noted th a t each p arcel o f  land i s  d escrib ed  by le g a l  d e sc r ip t io n  

and g iven  to  one s p e c i f i c  in d iv id u a l. The land d escr ib ed  w i l l  be owned 

by the p a r t ie s  named w ithout r e s t r ic t io n .  Each b e n e f ic ia r y  can use  

the land as d e s ir e d , or he may le a se  i t  w ithout regard to  any o f the 

oth er  b e n e f ic ia r ie s .  While in  the case o f  the b e n e f ic ia r ie s  o f  Amy 

B eid er , one o f  them cannot use any o f the land w ithout the consent o f  

the o th er h e ir s  nor can the land be le a se d  w ithout the s ig n a tu res  o f  

the m ajority  o f  the h e ir s .  This i s  im portant fo r  o ften  the h e ir s  are 

not s a t i s f i e d  w ith the same l e s s e e .  T his d i s s a t i s f a c t io n  causes tro u b le  

and hard f e e l in g s  between the h e ir s  and u s u a lly  r e s u lt s  in  f r ic t io n  

between le s s o r s  and l e s s e e .

W ith  a  l i t t l e  th o u g h t  on th e  p a r t  o f  th e  t e s t a t o r ,  a  la r g e  

num ber o f  h e i r s h i p  p r o b le m s  c o u ld  be p r e v e n t e d .  E ven  th o u g h  th e  l e g a t e e
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INDIAN WILL UNDER THE ACT OF JUNE 25, H l l  (3t Stct L , 855-850
AS AMENDED BI THE ACT OF FEMliAJtT 14, ItU  (37 SM. L, 171).

LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT

_____ Aay .Lridet-JaZfil------------------

/ , .... _______________ ________ ______Cf the ............ C w ----------------------------------------

Tribe, of the State o f .... Tle3ntane ............... .... ........... . bein$ of sound and disposing
mind, realizing the uncertainty of human life, do make this my Last Will and 
Testament, hereby revoking all former wills by me made, in manner and form 
following, that is to say:

FIRST.—I desire that all my legal debts be paid, including the expenses of 
my last illness, funeral, and burial.

SECO.YD.— I  give, devise, and bequeath to Agnee L e id e r , end h e r  e l e t e r e ,  3  
B e tty  B eerc lo u d , Slery L ig h t in  eq u a l sh a re s  th e  home p la c e  which c o n s is t s  o f  g  
4 F o r t i e s .  Agnes L e id er i s  to  a c t  as gu ard ian  to  h e r  s i s t e r s .  »
Of th e  th r e e  f o r t i e s  Jo in in g  th e  C a rl L e id er p la c e  I  g le e  to  C a rl L e ld e r , J r .  * 
-two f o r t i e s ,  and one f o r ty  to  C a ro lin e  S p o tte d . The wagon and h a rn ess  to  
C a r l L e ld e r .
To B e tty  B earcloud a n d  Mary L ig h t, a b lack  mare. The im plem ents and m achinery^ 
a re  to  be l e f t  a t  th e  home p la c e , to  Agnes L e ld er and h e r  s i s t e r s .  The lan d  ■ 
between Hoodoo a n d  Grape V ine, and th e  n in e  f o r t i e s  on th e  Big Horn a re  to  be t  
d iv id e d  among th e  fo u r  c h i ld r e u , Agnes, C a r l ,  B e tty  B earcloud and Mary L ig h t .  "  

I  give, deiise, and bequeath all of the rest and residue of my estate, real, 2 
personal, and mixed, to 5

To ay husband , Simon B u l l t a i l  I  g iv e  th e  sum o f  $ 1 .0 0 .
I t  i s  my w ish t h a t  F e l ix  B earcloud  have n o th in g  to  do w ith  B e tty  and she be 
under th e  s o le  g u a rd ia n sh ip  o f  Agnes L e ld e r .
AU th e  r e s t  and re s id u e  o f  my e s t a t e ,  r e a l  and p e r s o n a l ,  n o t  o th e rw ise  
d isp o sed  o f  I  g iv e  and b equeath  to  my fo u r  c h i ld r e n  in  eq u a l s h a re s .

*

Zn witness whereof, I, — ....... * jg _ k r id*F___________________ , have hereunto set
h  my hand, sealed, published, and declared this to be my Last Will and Testament,

th is ---------? 4 th ----------------------------day o f ...... ............................ .............. ,in  the year of our

Lord one thousand nine hundred and ____________________

ft'itnesses:
/ r i g n e d /  Puth  A nderson.............................

Residing a t . S t 1-Ajin1S.............................

. / s i gn ed/  Maiy !,..M cIa m h ....... .................

Residing at -Crow Agenqr_____________

/s ig n e d /  Aqr L e ld e r .. (I. S.)

Firure 26.— An Indian Will
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T T if  foregoing in s tru m en t o f writing was here and  now  signed by

____Aimy L * '_ d * r _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ in  our presence, and a t  A t a  request
and in  the p n sen ee  o f each other we hai ' signed  a s  u i t nesses and  .- Jie 
has published and de.clared th is to be A t *  [her] Last Will and  Testam ent.

/ s I jn e d /  . .2uth.-Ander£QH............— ..................—

Residing at ..St*. Aeh.'±, HanlsnA ............

/s ig n e d /  Mary V. MgLeer.

Residing at Snn .M U B SS*.

ThlE I s  t o  c e r t i f y  t h a t  on th e  14th  day o f  June  1951, Amy L e ld e r , a 
■ember o f  th e  Crow T rib e  re q u e s te d  t h a t  we w r i te  a w i l l  f o r  h e r .  George W hite 
Fox in te r p r e te d  f o r  h e r .  A fte r  th e  w i l l  was w r i t te n ,  I  read  I t  beck to  h er In 
th e  E n g lish  language, f i r s t  a s t ln g  h er I f  she c le a r ly  u nderstood  I t .  She 
s ta te d  she c le a r ly  u n d erstood  i t  end was s a t i s f i e d  w ith  th e  c o n te n ts .  She 
d isp o sed  o f  h e r  own a llo tm e n t and a l l  her I n h e r i te d  I n t e r e s t s .

There were p re se n t  Ir. th e  room Apy ! e l d e r ,  George White Fox, I n t e r p r e t e r ,  
Puth  A nderson, members o f  th e  Grow T rib e , and m y se lf , J u n io r  C la rk . I 
am s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  Aiv ! e ld e r  was in  f u l l  p o sse ss io n  o f  h e r  f a c u l t i e s  and 
cap ab le  o f  m ating  a w i l l .  There was no in d ic a t io n  o f  'undue in f lu e n c e  h a r in g  
been u se d .

7S ltn e d /' Marv 7 . Mc^eanl______
J u n io r  C le rk .

I  c e r t i f y  t h a t  on th e  f4 th  day o f  Ju n e , 1932, I  was asked to  w itn e s s  th e  
ta k in g  o f  a w i l l  by Amy ! e l d e r ,  amy ! e ld e r  s t a te d  h er w ishes th rough  George 
T h lte  Fox, I n t e r p r e t e r ,  and th e  w i l l  was w r i t te n  by Mary V. McLean, J u n io r  
C le rk , Whc re a d  I t  back to  h e r ,  and she e x p ressed  h e r s e l f  a s  s a t i s f i e d .  T here 
were p re se n t In  th e  room, Mary V. McLear., Amy ! e l d e r ,  George w hite  Fox, and 
?-jth  A nderson. There was no in d ic a t io n  o f  undue in f lu e n c e  having been u se d .
I  am s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  A v  ! e ld e r  was In f u l l  p o sse ss io n  o f  h e r  f a c u l t i e s  and 
cap ab le  o f  making a w i l l .

/ a i m e d /  Ruth A nderson_______

I  c e r t i f y  t h a t  I  a c te d  as I n t e r p r e t e r  In th e  making o f  a w i l l  o f  
Amy L e lo e r ; t h a t  r .v  L eluer u n d e rs ta n d s  and speaks th e  E n g lish  language;
„ f t e r  th e  w i l l  was made I t  was read  t c  h e r  'ey Mary V. McLean. A v  ! e ld e r  
s t a te d  t h a t  she c le a r ly  u n d ersto o d  th e  c o n te n ts  o f  th e  w i l l  and was f u l ly  
s a t i s f i e d  w ith  th e  c o n te n ts .  I  am s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  a v  ! e ld e r  was In  f u l l  p o ss­
e s s io n  o f h e r  f a c u l t i e s  end cap ab le  o f  making a w i l l .  T here was no I n d ic a t io n  
o f  undue In f lu e n c e .

/ s ig n e d /  George W vjte Fox______

PROBATE
4903P-5I LEPnFTMEST OF THE INTERIOR 

A B M  OFFICE OF THE EECRbTARI.
J a n .  16, 1934

P u rsu an t to  th e  p ro -v is io n s o f  th e  a c t  o f  F ebruary  14, 1913 (37 G te t .  6 7 8 ), 
th e  w ith in  »111 I s  hereby approved .

/ s ig n e d /  OSCAR L. CHaPMaN 
A s s is ta n t  S e c re ta ry -

Figure 26.— (continued) An Indian Will
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s-iee
INDIAN WILL UNDER THE ACT OF JUNE 25, 1910 (36 St.L  L ,  855-856)

AS AMENDED DY THE ACT OF FEBRUARY U1 »13 (37 SuL L, 678).

LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT

i
i
%

g

!
£

I

.......... JtedicirieJIarsea^-A f-LU .....................

7, .J le d itln e  .J ie raea—  ...... ....... ......of the .......  C r s r ............................................. .....

Tribe, nf the State of Moniana ......., bein£ of sound and disposing
wind. realizing the uncertainty of human life, do make this my least WVl and 
Testament. hereby revoking all former wills by me made, in manner and form 
following, that is to say:

VJIiST.—I desire that all my legal debts be paid, ineluding the expenses of O 
my last illness, funeral, and burial. 5

SECO.VD.— 7 give, devise, and bequeath to S u sie  L e id e r , th a t  p a r t  o f  th e  I  
Yellow "ace  a l lo tm e n t d e sc r ib e d  as E/£ N t '4 ,  NE (4 S F '4 Sec. S, T . 7 ,  R. 3£ f . O 
Verde S t r a lg t  t  B ird , t h a t  c a r t  o f  th e  Yellow Face a Ilo U ie n t d e sc rib e d  a s  >
Lots 3 , 4 , Sec. 4 , T . 7 , r .  Jf F. *
Puth Ot1-Sr B u l l ,  t h a t  m art Cf th e  Yellow Face a llo tm e n t d e sc rib e d  a s  S 
Jfr '4  S ec . 4 , ? .  7 £ . ,  ? .  Sf F.
To C a r l L e id e r , J r .  NE '4 SF/4 S ec . 34, T. I S . ,  R. S3 E -  S u sie  L e id e r  ty  
c o d ic i l .
To Agr.es L e id e r , Lots 4 , S, 6 , S ec . 11; L o ts 15, 16. S ec . I ,  T. I  S . ,
Jo e  S tew art NE'4 NF,'4 Sec. 1.0, T. S S . ,  R. Sb E.

7 give, devise, ami beyueath all of the rest and residue of my estate, real, -
personal, and mixed, to Puth O ther B u ll ,  S u sie  L e id e r , and Verde S t r a ig h t  S
B ird  Ir. e - u a l  s - a r e s .

X

*

7« witness whereof, I, .MedicinE--EarfeJ!............ .................-..,hare hereunto set
my band, staled, published, and declared this to be my Last Will and Testann nt,

this e ig h te e n th  .............. .day of r .p ri I  ........  ..............., in  the year of our

Lonl one thousand nine hundred and t h i r t y - t h r e e ......

Witnesses:

C h a rle s  Sgencer .M edicine. J o r s e s . (Her .thumb c a n # .

Kcsidingat Crow ag ency , M ontana___

...... £.ev?fi8on. Blrd-Jn.vround.................

Kesiding at ...Crow agency,.. Montana ...

Ficure 27.— An Indian Will
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The fo^io in i instrument of writing was here and now signed by

— Jted lc jIt e  ^ arfiea  ..................... ....... in our presence, and at his request
and in the presence of each other we hate signed as witnesses and Jie 
has published and declared IhU to be his [her] Last WUl and Testament.

—.............Cbjirlefi..Stiencer.........................

Residingat......Crow Agency. Montane

-----------  Eeapson..B ird ..In ..G round........

Residing at Crow ..Kency j  Bontene

T h is i s  t o  c e r t i f y  t h a t  on th e  e ig h te e n th  day o f  . a r i l ,  n in e te e n  hundred & 
t h i r t y  th r e e ,  M edicine H o rses , a woman o f  th e  Crow T rib e  o f In d ia n s  cane 
to  my o f f i c e  and asked me to  make h er w i l l .  ' I  askeo Famoson B iro  in  The 
around to  a c t  a s  i n t e r p r e t e r  f o r  me. M edicine H orses to ld  Eamoson B ird  in  
.Ae Ground in  th e  Crow Language what h er w ishes were and he in ' tu rn  
t r a n s la te d  them in to  th e  E n g lish  language fo r  me and I  took  them down in  
th e  form o f a w i l l .  Samoson then  read  th e  w i l l  and t r a n s la te d  i f  back in to  
th e  Crow language and M edicine H orses s a id  t h a t  I t  f u l ly  exp ressed  her 
w ishes as to  th e  d i s p o s i t io n  o f  h e r  p ro p e r ty .

b e lie v e  t h a t  X ed lc ine  H orses was under no undue In flu e n c e  in  th e  making 
t h i s  w i l l  and In  f u l l  p o ssess io n  o f  h e r  m ental f a c u l t i e s

/ s ig n e d / C h a rle s  Spencer 
Farm ag en t

T h is i s  to  c e r t i f y  t h a t  I ,  Sampson B ird  Ir. The Ground was asked to  a c t  as 
i n t e r p r e t e r  f o r  M edicine H orses Ir. making o f  h e r  w i l l .  M edicine H orses 
t o l c  me h e r  w ishes in  th e  Crow Language and I t r a n s l a t e d  them in to  E n g lish  
fo r  C h a rle s  Epencer to  ta k e  down in  th e  form o f  a w i l l .  A f te r  th e  w i l l  
was w r i t te n  I  read  i t  and t r a n s l a t e d  i t  bac< in to  th e  Crow lenguage fo r  
M edicine H orses and she sa id  i t  f u l ly  s a t i s f i e d  h e r  d e s i r e s  as to  th e  
d is p o s i t io n  o f  h e r  p r c o e r ty .

I b e lie v e  M edicine H orses was under no undue In f lu e n c e  In  th e  making o f  
t h i s  w i l l  and in  f u l l  p o sse ss io n  o f  h e r  m en ta l f a c u l t i e s .

(s ig n e d )  Sampson B ird  in  Ground 
I n t e r p r e t e r

CFRTIFIE l: A TRUF COPY:

( s ja ie d )  Fdwayd Conley 
Fxam lner o f  I n h e r i ta n c e .

Figure 2 7 .— (continued) An Indian W ill
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does not r e c e iv e  e x a c t ly  the amount o f  land th at the person making the w i l l  

d e s ir e s , the net worth o f  the le g a c ie s  may be so eq u a lized  and ad ju sted  

th a t over a lon g  period  o f years the r e s u lt in g  s a t i s f a c t io n  in  being the  

f u l l  le g a l  owner o f a d e f in it e  tr a c t  w i l l  fa r  outweigh the l i t t l e  money 

valu e gained by having a share in  an undivided e s t a t e .

T rib a l Land P u rchases. — Another method th a t would h elp  so lv e  the  

com plicated  h e ir sh ip  h o ld in g s i s  fo r  the Tribe to  purchase th ese  t r a c t s  

and to  le a se  them to  the h ig h est b idder e x a c t ly  as i s  done w ith the 

p resen t t r ib a l  land . The Tribe at the present time owns 272,640 a cres  o f  

land from which the average annual le a se  r e n ta ls  are $35)000 . At the  

p resen t tim e th ese  r e n ta ls  are paid  out in  annuity payments to  each  

member o f  the t r i b e . The amounts o f  th ese  payments are so sm a ll, about 

$10.00  th a t th ey  do the in d iv id u a l very  l i t t l e  good and are u su a lly  

squandered in  v ar iou s ways. I t  would seem as i f  the proper procedure 

would be to  spend th ese  funds fo r  som ething th at would b e n e f it  the tr ib e  

in  the fu tu r e . I f  th ese  com plicated h e ir sh ip  h o ld in gs were purchased  

the tr ib e  would r ec e iv e  immediate retu rn s from i t s  investm ent from the  

in crea sed  le a se  r e n ta ls .  In order to  use the funds fo r  t h i s  purpose i t  

would be n ecessa ry  to  secure the coop eration  o f the t r ib a l  c o u n c il. I t  

has been the tendency the la s t  few years o f  the Indian O ffice  in  Washing­

ton  to  re fu se  to  a llow  the T rib a l funds o f  other tr ib e s  to  be d is s ip a te d  

in  su b s is te n c e  l iv in g  or in  n e e d le ss  purchases although no such r u lin g  

was made fo r  the Crows. N othing could be more worth w h ile  than to  b u ild  

up t h e ir  own R eservation  and to  conserve th e ir  own n atu ra l r eso u rces .
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Purchase hjr One H eir . —Another method th a t could he used and i s  

to  be recommended on many o f  the com plicated  land h o ld in g s , i s  fo r  one 

o f  the h e ir s  to  buy a l l  o f  the o th er  sh a r es . The Survey made in  1934 

shows th a t th ere  were 1 ,831 Crow Ind ian s owning land on the R eservation  

(s e e  ta b le  IX , page 69) .  This means th a t the a r ith m etica l average o f  

land ownings i s  1106 acres per person . A c er ta in  p o rtio n  o f  the r e n ta ls  

from th ese  lands each year would soon make the n ecessa ry  payments. In 

the years past t h is  p r a c tic e  has been t r ie d  in  a few ca ses  and r e c e n tly  

some o f  the h e ir s  have s ig n i f i e d  t h e ir  w il l in g n e s s  to  purchase the h o ld ­

in g s  o f  the o th er  h e ir s  in  some o f  the com plicated e s t a t e s .

C attle  Purchase

Inasmuch as the Crows have d isp o sed  o f t h e ir  person al property  

to  such a la rg e  ex ten t th a t i t  i s  im p ossib le  fo r  them to  work th e ir  

a llo tm en ts  or to  sto ck  t h e ir  ranches w ith  l iv e s t o c k ,  i t  i s  suggested  th a t  

the Tribe secure a loan o f  $500,000 from the Federal Government, to  h e lp  

resto c k  t h e ir  range and to  make loan s to  in d iv id u a l In d ian s fo r  r e h a b i l i t a t ­

in g  fa m ilie s  on t h e ir  a llo tm e n ts . The Government i s  making advancements 

to  the Tribe co n tin u o u sly , but in  such sm all amounts th a t very l i t t l e  

good can be accom plished. The exp erien ce  o f  repayments on the Reimbursable 

and the R e h a b ilita t io n  loan s fo r  house rep a ir  prove th a t the Crow In d ian s  

w i l l  meet t h e ir  loan  o b lig a t io n s  i f  the proper su p erv is io n  i s  g iv en .

Five hundred thousand d o lla r s  should be loaned to  the Tribe at the ra te  

o f  th ree  per cent in t e r e s t  each y ea r . Four hundred thousand d o lla r s  o f
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t h i s  should he used fo r  a t r ib a l  l iv e s t o c k  coop erative and the rem aining 

$100,000 loaned by the tr ib e  to  s e le c te d  in d iv id u a ls  to  r e h a b il i t a te  t h e ir  

a llo tm e n ts .

As was shown in  the property  ta b le  on page'9 2 , th e t o t a l  worth o f  

the Crow t r ib a l  property  i s  $904 ,915 .17  and the p erson al property  o f the  

in d iv id u a l Ind ian s was estim ated  at $ 5 8 9 ,9 2 7 . ' No attem pt was made to  

estim a te  the value o f th e a l lo t t e d  lan d . A loan o f $>500,000 w ith  the  

p resen t population- o f  2 ,2 0 0  would be on ly  $227.27 fo r  each in d iv id u a l.

T his loan  could be rep a id  from the proceeds o f the p resen t T ribal 

p roperty  in  tw enty years w ithout any a s s is ta n c e  from the b u sin ess  fo r  

which the loan  was ob ta in ed .

The P la n . —A board o f  th ree d ir e c to r s  should be e le c te d  by the  

T rib a l C ouncil to  cooperate w ith  the Ind ian  O ffice  in  th e op eration  o f  

T rib a l b u s in e s s . Four hundred thousand d o lla r s  should be s e t  asid e fo r  

the c a t t le  o p e r a tio n s , $300,000 should be used  to  purchase 6 ,000 head o f  

young w e ll-b r e d  southern cows and b u l l s ,  $100,000 should be held  in  reserv e  

to  purchase the f i r s ;t  ■ w in te r ' s fe e d . One ton  o f hay per animal should be 

s u f f i c i e n t .  T his feed  should be purchased from the In d ian s farming or 

Indian  share r e n ta ls .  I f  t h i s  hay i s  purchased in  the f a l l  i t  could  

probably be purchased fo r  $5 per to n . The sum o f $30,000 or two years . . 

in t e r e s t  should be reserv ed  to  meet th ese  o b lig a t io n s  when due. Inasmuch 

as the range i s  fen ced , the expense fo r  range r id e r s  and h e lp  should riot 

be very  g r e a t . For a herd o f  t h i s  s i z e ,  I 80,000 acres should  be s u f f i c i e n t .  

At ten  cen ts  per a cre , a y e a r 's  r e n ta l would be $ 1 8 ,0 0 0 , With the p resen t  

E xten sion  S erv ice  on the R eserv a tio n , the E xtension  Agent and Farm Agents
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should  keep the "books, g iv e  n ecessa ry  advice and oth er te c h n ic a l a s s i s ­

tan ce needed. The rem aining funds should "be held  as a reserve  fo r  emer­

g e n c ie s  th a t might a r is e .  ■
{■

As w i l l  "be noted on the R eserva tion  map, f ig u re  5 , the range land  

w est o f  th e B ig  Horn R iv er , shown as u n it  Ho. 24 would "be an e x c e lle n t  

t r ib a l  range ( s e e  f ig u r e  2 8 ) . I t  i s  com p lete ly  fenced; th ere  i s  p le n ty  

o f  w ater both  w in ter  and summer from creeks and from w ater r e se r v o ir s  

b u i l t  be the C iv i l ia n  C onservation Corps, Indian Department. There i s  

no p la ce  on t h i s  range more than th ree  m ile s  from w ater. As noted t h is  

range exten d s in to  the B ig  Horn M ountians, th ere fo re  th ere  i s  e x c e l le n t  

summer fe e d . The p la in s  are broken enough to  be e x c e l le n t  fo r  w in ter  

range and are c lo se  the feed  supply in  th e B ig Horn V a lle y . At the  

p resen t tim e t h i s  range i s  u t i l i z e d  in  t h i s  manner by th e E. L. Danna 

C a ttle  Company, which i s  one o f  the la r g e s t  c a t t le  companies in  the  

U n ited  S ta te s .-  About two m ile s  north  o f  th e range i s  a B u rlin gton  Corral 

and lo a d in g  chutes so th a t the c a t t le  would not have to  be driven  fa r  to  

load  them when m arketed. C lose to  t h i s  co rra l i s  a la rg e  r e se r v o ir  th a t  

would supply w ater to  many tim es t h i s  number o f c a t t l e .

T his reg io n  i s  a l l  a l l - y e a r  ran ge, fo r  the wheat grass and the  

l i t t l e  b lu e stem s ta r t  in  the low lands e a r ly  in  the sp r in g , and the  

c a t t l e  fo llo w  the growth o f the g ra ss  back toward the m ountains. During  

th e  summer months th ere  i s  e x c e lle n t  g r a s s , water and shade in  the  

u p lan d s. Another advantage to  mountain range i s  the freedom from f l i e s  

which annoy the c a t t l e .  As w in ter  approaches, the herd could graze back  

toward the w in ter  range in  the v a l l e y s .  The p resen t l e s s e e s  o f  t h i s
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range do very  l i t t l e  w in ter  fe e d in g . The wheat g r a sse s  cure or ripen  in to  

e x c e l le n t  feed  when l e f t  stan d in g  on the range. There i s  sagebrush on 

th e h i l l s  which the snow seldom covers so deep th at i t  cannot be obtained  

by l iv e s t o c k .  The sagebrush w i l l  supplement the feed in g  op eration s during  

a severe  storm  when the range g ra sse s  are covered w ith  snow.

Bred h e if e r s  should be purchased w ith  ca lv es  to  drop in  the sp r in g , 

then the s t e e r s  should be w intered and p laced  on the market e a r ly  the  

second y ea r . The tim e to  p lace them on the market would depend on the  

amount o f  feed  a v a i la b le ,  the number o f  c a t t le  on the market and the  

p r ic e  o f  g r a s s - fa t  s t e e r s .  A ll cows and h e if e r s  should be kept fo r  breed­

in g  p u rp oses, so th a t the herd would g ra d u a lly  b u ild  i t s e l f  up to  u t i l i z e  

a l l  o f  the Crow Indian range land . I t  i s  estim ated  th a t the s te e r  

would pay the op era tion  co st and in t e r e s t  on the funds borrowed u n t i l  

such time as the herd has grown enough so th a t repayments could be made 

on the p r in c ip a l .

A v ery  good example o f  t h is  method o f  op eratin g  a c a t t le  herd i s  

th a t o f  H. A. W illc u t . At one time Mr. W illcu t was a f i e l d  c lerk  in  the  

employee o f  the Indian S e r v ic e . He l e f t  the se r v ic e  and took over the  

op era tion  o f  the herd fo r  the E. L. Danna C a ttle  Company. He saw the 

p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  a herd o f h is  own. With h is  sav in gs he purchased a few  

c a t t l e  and ren ted  land from the Crow In d ia n s . He paid  r e n ta ls  on the  

land and a l l  expenses on the op era tion s o f h is  h o ld in gs and has b u ilt  

up h is  herd to  the number o f  5 ,000 head and owns a w ell-im proved ranch 

o f  1 ,000  a c r e s , which i s  known as the Grape Vine Ranch. T his ranch i s  

adjacent to  the range recommended fo r  th e Crow C ooperative c a t t le  herd.
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Mr. W illou t says th a t h is  property  and l iv e s to c k  are fr e e  o f  a l l  encum­

brances and worth about o n e -h a lf  m il l io n  d o l la r s .

Numerous o th er  such examples o f  c a t t le  operators making a su ccess  

on th e Crow R eservation  could be c i t e d .  I f  Mr. W illcu t and others  

could make a su ccess  o f  the c a t t le  b u sin ess  and pay a l l  ta x e s  a f te r  

go in g  in to  the game w ithout c a p i t a l , the Crow Indian s should  make a 

su c ce ss  o f  the same kind o f  b u sin ess  when th ey  have no ta x e s  to  pay and do 

have a la rg e  c a p ita l  w ith  which to  s ta r t  the b u s in e ss . In a d d itio n , th ey  

would have the advantage o f  large  q u a n tity  buying and s e l l i n g  and the 

advice and a s s is ta n c e  o f  the Indian S e r v ic e .

In d iv id u a l R e h a b ilita t io n

The rem aining $100,000 o f t h is  loan  supplemented w ith  the p resen t  

Crow R evolv ing Fund should be used to  r e h a b il i t a te  worthy fa m ilie s  on 

t h e ir  a llo tm e n ts . I f  care i s  used in  the s e le c t io n  o f  the fa m ilie s  re­

h a b i l i t a t e d ,  very  much good could be accom plished w ith  t h i s  amount. Many 

o f  the fa m ilie s  have a llo tm en ts  in  the ir r ig a te d  v a l le y s  th a t are e i th e r  

p a r t ia l ly  or w ell-im proved so th at the la r g e s t  item  would be machinery 

and power to  operate the m achines. In  most cases $1 ,000 would be ample 

to  s ta r t  a fam ily  on i t s  own a llo tm en t. As i s  shown in  th e temperature 

and r a in f a l l  c h a r ts , the R eservation  i s  id e a l ly  s itu a te d  fo r  a l f a l f a  and 

sm all g ra in s  and every  fam ily  should grow a su b s ta n tia l garden and have 

a p ota to  f i e l d .  I t  i s  estim ated  th a t from 115 to  120 d if fe r e n t  fa m ilie s  

could be r e h a b il i ta te d  the f i r s t  year ( s e e  fig u re  29 )• T his r e h a b il i ta ­

t io n  fund should be used as a r ev o lv in g  fund and as r a p id ly  as the
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Ficvxe 29. —An inexpensive house b u ilt  for  Mark Realbird with  
the use o f th e  Crow Reimbursable Revolving Fund.
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in s ta llm e n ts  are paid  "by one fam ily  th ese  funds should he loaned to  another  

worthy In d ia n . In t h i s  way the younger couples ju s t  m arried could he 

g iv en  a s s is ta n c e  in  s ta r t in g  a home away from th e ir  p a ren ts .

Id e a l Family Set-U p. — I t  i s  su ggested  th a t an id e a l  se t-u p  fo r  a 

fa m ily  l iv in g  in  the ir r ig a te d  v a l le y s  would be to  have a sm all f lo c k  o f  

ch ick en s , a sow, two d a iry  cows, and fou r head o f m ares. These mares 

should he used to  produce c o l t s  as w e ll as fo r  power to  carry on the farm 

o p e r a tio n s . The balance o f  the money should he used fo r  seed  and 

m achinery. Three or fou r fa m ilie s  could work to g e th e r , thus save buying  

more than one la rg e  and expensive machine such as a hay s ta c k e r , d r i l l ,  or 

b in d er . Then to o , la rg e  sav in gs could he made i f  th ese  purchases were 

made in  la rg e  q u a n t it ie s  and a d v er tised  in  the name o f  the Indian S erv ice  

as i s  done w ith  the purchases made by the Government.

Id ea l R o ta tio n fo r  I r r ig a te d Lands. —An id e a l r o ta t io n  fo r  the 

ir r ig a te d  lands i s  a l f a l f a ,  o a ts ,  w heat, and an e a r ly  v a r ie ty  o f dent 

corn . The a l f a l f a  should he plowed under every  f iv e  y e a r s . A lfa lfa  y ie ld s  

very  w e l l , many years th ree c u tt in g s  can he harvested  w ith  a t o t a l  y ie ld  

o f  f iv e  ton s per a cre . O ftentim es the production o f seed  i s  an e x c e l le n t  

method o f u t i l i z i n g  the crop. The f i r s t  c u tt in g  should he harvested  fo r  

hay and the secon d . crop grown fo r  seed . The c lim ate in  t h i s  s e c t io n  i s  

id e a l  fo r  good seed . The straw a f t e r  th resh in g  i s  f a ir  feed  for  c a t t le  

i f  i t  i s  p rop erly  s to r e d . A ll hay which th e Indian fa m ily  does not need 

fo r  i t s  own l iv e s to c k  should he so ld  to  the T ribal Herd C ooperative, but 

care should be taken not to  a llow  any feed  to  he so ld  th a t i s  needed fo r
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home u se .'

S in ce th e "building o f  the Sugar Factory at Harden, sugar b ee ts  w i l l  

work in to  th e r o ta t io n  and thus fu rn ish  a cash crop and th e  "beet top s feed  

fo r  l iv e s t o c k .  As s ta te d  above a number o f  fa m ilie s  could  buy the more 

exp en sive  m achinery c o o p e r a t iv e ly  and th u s reduce the expense per fa m ily  

in  fin a n c in g  t h i s  p r o je c t .

The O peration o f  Dry Farm Land. — I t  i s  not recommended th at many o f  

th e Indian  fa m il ie s  be r e h a b il ita te d  on dry land farm s. In  most cases i t  

w i l l  not be n e c essa ry , because at le a s t  one member o f the fam ily  w i l l  own 

ir r ig a te d  lan d . A lso th e hazards o f dry farm ing make i t  very  u n d esira b le .

But fo r  th o se  who w ish to  tr y  t h is  type o f  farm ing, w in ter  wheat p lan ted  

on sum m er-fallowed land  i s  most s a t i s f a c t o r y .  At le a s t  h a l f  o f  the wheat 

land should be kept fa llo w  each year. The growing o f c e r t i f i e d  Grimm and 

Cossack a l f a l f a  seed  h as.b een  very  p r o f ita b le  the past few  y ea rs , the th re sh ­

ed straw  b ein g  consumed fo r  l iv e s to c k  fe e d . A lso the producing o f  c r e s te d  

wheat g ra ss  fo r  seed  and fo r  hay i s  worth co n sid er in g . In many years the  

v a l le y s  and benches may be cut fo r  w ild  p r a ir ie  hay. T his hay u su a lly  

commands a premium p r ice  as horse fe e d .

Bach fa m ily  should have a su b s is te n c e  garden th a t i s  w e ll 

p ro tec ted  by a s h e lt e r  b e l t .  A lso p o u ltr y , m ilk cows, and hogs should  

be produced to  fu rn ish  th e fa m ily  w ith  th ese  n ecessa ry  food s u p p lie s .

For th ose  dry land farm ers th at are adapted to  turkey r a is in g ,  t h is  

typ e o f  work i s  recommended. Turkeys are u su a lly  p r o f ita b le  on such a 

farm because the n ecessa ry  feed  can be produced on the farm and th ere i s  

p le n ty  o f open.range fo r  the tu rk ey s.
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P a stu res in  I r r ig a te d  Farming A reas. — For th ose  a llo tm en ts  not 

having pastu re fo r  d a iry  cows, a few a cres o f  the H untley Grass m ixture 

should  he p la n ted . T his g ra ss  makes e x c e l le n t  feed  fo r  c a t t le  and h o r s e s ,  

b e s id e s  com plying w ith  the S o i l  C onservation  A d m in istration  program.

T his p astu re should  he p lan ted  on the l e s s  productive land dn the a l l o t ­

ment and h e lp  to  improve the economic worth o f  the farm, A large  pasture  

i s  not needed he cause o f  th e adjacent range land which should he used  

fo r  h ee f c a t t le  or range h o r se s . A sm all a l f a l f a  f i e l d  should he 

a v a ila b le  fo r  the sow and her l i t t e r .  I f  the hogs are grown on a l f a l f a ,  

very  l i t t l e  gra in  would he needed except fo r  fa t te n in g . In t h is  way the  

fa m ily  would produce i t s  own meat and la r d .

Spare Time Work. — I t  i s  su ggested  th a t the Ind ian  fa m ilie s  could  

use t h e ir  spare tim e r ep a ir in g  the improvements on the a llo tm e n t, such as 

b u ild in g s  and fe n c e s .

Farm S h e lte r  B e lt . — Every farm fa m ily  should have a s h e lte r  b e lt  

on th e north  and w est s id e s  o f  the hom estead. These t r e e s  can he obtained  

at a very  sm all c o st  from the coop erative  nursery a t M issou la  and such  

s h e lt e r  b e l t s  add many d o lla r s  to  the worth o f the home and make i t  a 

much more p lea sa n t p la ce  in  which to  l i v e .  Such a s h e lt e r  around the  

garden p lo t  would he worth much fo r  wind p r o te c tio n  to  th e  growing 

v e g e ta b le s .

S u b sisten ce  Farming. — I t  i s  not advocated th a t th e Indians at f i r s t  

b eg in  commercial farm ing. For a few years i t  i s  su ggested  th a t th ey  m erely  

t r y  su b s is te n c e  farm ing and then g ra d u a lly  grow in to  la r g e r  u n it s .  Many
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m istak es were made in  the past by tr y in g  to  urge the In d ian s to  develop  

to o  r a p id ly . Ind ian s would in v e s t  a la rg e  sum o f  money in  implements and 

l iv e s t o c k  and con tract a la rg e  d eb t, then  have a crop f a i lu r e  or s tr ik e  a 

p eriod  o f  low p r ic e s  and conseq uently  become d iscouraged  and q u it , but 

would s t i l l  have th e p ig  debt to  pay. I t  would be much b e tte r  to  s ta r t  

s lo w ly  and l e t  the b u sin ess  grow. T his would g iv e  the operator a chance 

to  secure the needed exp erien ce  to  operate a la r g er  u n it  o f  b u sin ess .

L iv esto ck  A ss o c ia t io n . — For th ose  l iv in g  in  the v a l le y  and not 

having s u f f i c i e n t  range fo r  t h e ir  b e e f c a t t l e , a l iv e s t o c k  a s so c ia t io n  

would so lv e  the problem. A number o f farm ers could organ ize and ren t 

a u n it  the s iz e  needed fo r  th e ir  l iv e s t o c k  and p ro -ra te  the operating  

ex p en ses . I f  th ese  u n it s  were le a se d  in  each farm d i s t r i c t  th ey  would be 

c lo se  enough fo r  th e owners to  see  t h e ir  l iv e s to c k  o c c a s io n a lly , and i t  

would not be n ecessa ry  to  d rive the c a t t le  so fa r  each sp r in g  and f a l l .

In  t h i s  way one l in e  r id e r  could care fo r  the l iv e s to c k  fo r  the whole 

community and the owners could go about t h e ir  d a ily  ro u tin e  w ithout spend­

in g  so much tim e carin g  fo r  th e ir  sm all b e e f  herd. The annual fe e s  o f  

the p resen t Indian l iv e s t o c k  a s so c ia t io n  fo r  the summer season  i s  $2 .00  

per anim al, which i s  s u f f i c ie n t  to  meet a l l  exp en ses. The c a t t le  are 

gath ered  at one c en tr a l po in t in  the sp r in g , then, a group o f Indian  

r id e r s  h e lp  d r ive  them to  the a s s o c ia t io n  range. During the summer, one 

r id e r  i s  ab le to  care fo r  the e n t ir e  h erd , thus the tim e o f  twenty men 

an hour or so every  day i s  saved . In  the f a l l  a group o f  r id e r s  go to  

th e range, h e lp  round up th e herd and d r ive  them to  a c e n tr a l corra l 

where each owner cu ts out h is  own c a t t le  and tak es them home fo r  the .
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w in ter  months. In  t h i s  way the pasture and range c lo se  to  the in d iv id u a l  

a llo tm en t can he saved fo r  w in ter  fe e d .

Repayment o f  Loans. —Because th e Grows are fo r tu n a te  in  having  

many acres o f  land th a t would not he u t i l i z e d  by the su b s is te n c e  farm ers 

fo r  a number o f years th ey  could pay the in t e r e s t  and in s ta llm e n ts  on 

th e loan  from le a s e  r e n ta ls  from t h i s  su rp lu s lan d . I t  would be p o s s ib le  

to  u se th e le a s e  r e n ta ls  in  t h is  manner because loan s should  not be 

g iv en  to  fa m il ie s  whose farm program does not show th a t the farming or 

ranching o p era tio n s would fu rn ish  a l i v in g  fo r  the fa m ily . I t  i s  b e lie v e d  

th a t i f  a la rg e  number o f  the Crow fa m il ie s  could s ta r t  supporting them­

s e lv e s  on t h e ir  a llo tm e n ts , i t  would be a good example fo r  o th ers to  t r y  

fo r  th em se lv es . I f  the Crow ch ild ren  could  be reared on a ranch or farm 

where the fa m ily  i s  s e lf -s u p p o r t in g , i t  i s  b e lie v e d  th a t the next 

g en era tio n  o f  ranchers or farm ers would f in d  the way e a s ie r  than th e ir  

fa th e r s  have done. A r e g u a lt io n  should be made and en forced  to  punish  

any one o b ta in in g  a loan  then n e g le c t in g  h is  p roperty .

L a ter , a f t e r  the Crow Indian s have proved th a t th ere  i s  a need ■ 

fo r  more la n d , the income from the t r ib a l  property could be used to  

purchase a lie n a te d  la n d s . Most o f  th ese  lands are th e ir r ig a te d  lands  

and are f a i r l y  w ell-im p roved , which w o u ld .n e c e ss ita te  a la rg e  working 

c a p it a l .  But i t  i s  f e l t  th a t i f  the In d ian s r e a l ly  proved th at th ey  

could use more land econ om ica lly  th a t th e Federal Government would 

a s s i s t  them by g r a n tin g  them a loan  at a reasonable r a te  o f  in t e r e s t .
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C iv il ia n  C onservation Corps— Indian Department

The C iv il ia n  C onservation Corps p r o je c ts  should he continued . The 

program o f  work as o u tlin e d  fo r  the next f iv e  years would he id e a l ,  i f  

on ly  the young unmarried men were employed in  the camps. A ru le  should  

he en forced  th a t as soon as a man m arried he must q u it work on t h is  

p r o je c t ,  because i t  has been proved th a t the men w i l l  not work on the  

p r o je c t and l i v e  on the a llo tm en t,

As o u tlin e d  the co n serva tion  program i s  to  continue to  b u ild  

l iv e s t o c k  w ater r e s e r v o ir s ,  develop  s p r in g s , d r i l l  w e l l s , and i n s t a l l  

w in d m ills , b u ild  roads and otherw ise improve the r e se r v a t io n  as fa s t  as 

funds are a l lo t t e d  by th e Federal Government to  carry on such work. A 

s o i l  con serv a tio n  p r o je c t has been p resen ted  to  the Washington O ff ic e , to  

p lace  a dem onstration farm on the R eserva tion  to  show the most improved 

methods o f  con tou rin g , s tr ip p in g , and te r r a c in g . I f  t h i s  p ro jec t i s  

approved i t  would serve as a dem onstration to  both the Indian  farmers 

and to  the w hite l e s s e e s .

L easing

There i s  an Indian  O ffice  r e g u la tio n  a g a in st th e a l lo t t e e  le a s in g  • 

a l l  o f  h is  land; some must be reserved  fo r  h is  s e lf - s u p p o r t . This 

r e g u la tio n  should be en forced  on the Crow R eservation  and before land i s  

le a se d  c a r e fu l in v e s t ig a t io n  should be made to  determ ine i f  the a l lo t t e e  

should  use the land in  h is  own o p e r a tio n s . The le a s e s  should be so worded 

th a t whenever the land i s  needed fo r  Ind ian  op eration  th a t the le s s e e
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must g iv e  up p o sse ss io n  a t  the end o f the year a f t e r  having "been g iven  

n o t ic e  by the Indian O ff ic e . In t h i s  way the Indian operator could  

d evelop  h is  in t e r e s t s  as r a p id ly  as he d e s ire d  w ithout in te r fe r e n c e  from  

w h ite  l e s s e e s .  I t  i s  thought th a t i f  th e Indian a l l o t t e e  knew th at he 

could  not le a s e  h is  home he would l i v e  in  i t  and tr y  to  make a l iv in g .

At p resen t he may le a s e  his.hom e and eke out an e x is te n c e  by l iv in g  in  a 

. te n t  or m ak esh ift shack. Whenever land on the R eservation  i s  le a se d , 

the le s s e e  should  be made to  comply w ith  a l l  of the r u le s  o f  the S o i l  

C onservation A d m in istration  and be com pelled to  o th erw ise improve the  

a llo tm en t and keep the improvements in  good r ep a ir . T his r e fe r s  to  both  

range and farm land .

Education

Future School Curriculum. —As was s ta te d  in  the prev iou s chapter, 

the ed u ca tio n a l p lan t and tra n sp o r ta tio n  system  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  to  meet th e  

p resen t need, but the curriculum  in  a l l  the sch ool system s should in c lu d e  

v o c a tio n a l education  and home econom ics. As s ta te d  th e p resen t curriculum  

i s  n o t ed u catin g  the farm boys and g i r l s  to  go back to  the farm. They 

are a l l  le d  away from farm l i f e  toward oth er p u rsu its . E arly  in' the grades  

the ru ra l ch ild ren  should  be g iven  h e a lth  ed u cation , home econom ics, 

a g r ic u ltu r e , a r ts  and c r a f t s ,  w ith  s p e c ia l  a tte n t io n  to  le is u r e  time 

p u r s u its , in  f a c t  ev ery th in g  th a t i s  n ecessa ry  to  m aintain  a good l i f e  on 

the farm. Of course a l l  o f th ese  are taught in  the u n iv e r s i t ie s  and 

c o lle g e s ' a f t e r  the stu d en t has com pleted h igh  sch o o l, but very  few o f the
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Indian ch ild ren  a tten d  c o lle g e  and even i f  th ey  do th ey  may not be g iven  

c o rr e c t guidance. At p resen t th ere  are two years o f home economics and 

manual tr a in in g  taught in  the h igh  sch oo l o f Hardin, but no forge or farm  

shop work o f any kind i s  g iven  even h ere . The other h igh  sch o o ls  o f th e  

R eservation  have no such work. I f  t h is  v o c a tio n a l work were given  in  the  

low er grades and in  every  sch oo l on the R eserva tion , i t  i s  thought th a t  

much good could  be accom plished in  h e lp in g  boys and g i r l s  in  th e ir  l i f e  

work, and a ls o  in  s t im u la tin g  the p u p il 's  in t e r e s t  in  h is  other sch ool 

work.

Youth O rg a n iza tion s. — One o f the b e s t  methods o f fu r th e r in g  edu­

ca tio n  i s  to  s t r e s s  4-H Club work (se e  f ig u r e s  30 and 3 1 ) . I t  has been 

proved th a t the Indian boys and g i r l s  w i l l  respond to  such lea d ersh ip  i f  

competent lo c a l  lea d ers  can be found. I t  i s  f e l t  th a t i f  a Government 

employee were to  g iv e  h i s  whole tim e to  th is  p ro jec t th a t alm ost every  

youth on th e R eservation  would be a member and'-complete h is  p ro jec t.

Every standard club p r o je c t ca rr ied  by the S ta te  o f Montana 4-H Club 

o rg a n iza tio n  would be a p p lic a b le  to  the R eservation . Some o f the more 

s u ita b le  p r o je c ts  are: garden, b e e f , range, p o u ltry , sw in e, and grain  c lu b s .

The g i r l s  are extrem ely  in te r e s te d  in  v a r io u s home economic p r o je c ts , 

such as cooking, canning, sew ing, and v a r io u s  h a n d icra fts  p r o je c ts .

Many young people who could n o t be reached by the 4-H Club or 

who were in te r e s te d  in  Boy and G irl Scout work could be reached by th ese  

o r g a n iz a tio n s . I f  the m eetings are made in t e r e s t in g ,  i t  has been proved 

th a t the Indian  ch ild ren  w i l l  jo in  and do e x c e l le n t  work in  th ese  p r o je c ts .



-1 3 1 -

F lfn ire  3 0 . —A g ro u p  o f  I n d i a n  4-K Glu' members a t t e n d i n g  th e  G lu t Conn.

F i n i r e  3 1 . —I  . , < - : C lub member.? r.nd c a l v e s .
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Adult E d u cation .— In order to  f a c i l i t a t e  a d u lt ed u cation  and to  

fu rth er  b e t te r  a g r ic u ltu r a l and home co n d itio n s  among the a d u lts , the  

E xtension  personnel should  organize farm chapters and a u x i l ia r ie s  in  the  

d if f e r e n t  d i s t r i c t s .  Very good work could  be done in  th ese  p ro jec ts  i f  

reg u la r  m eetings were h eld  in  which a s p e c i f i c  o u t lin e  o f work were fo llo w ­

ed Semi-monthly m eetings should be h e ld  in  each d i s t r i c t .  The s e r v ic e s  o f 

a Home E xtension  Agent should be obtained  to  a s s i s t  the women w ith th e ir  

work. A f i e l d  nurse should  be employed by the Indian S erv ice  to a s s i s t  

in  the h e a lth  and hygiene ed u cation . A g r icu ltu ra l f a i r s  and w inter  

sh ort cou rses would be o f con sid erab le  va lu e  in  arou sin g  a f e e l in g  o f  

r iv a lr y  and com p etition  among the d if f e r e n t  d i s t r i c t s  and fa m ilie s  to  

improve th e ir  products.

R e lig io u s  O rgan ization s

I t  i s  f e l t  th a t the r e l ig io u s  o rg a n iza tio n s on the R eservation  are  

f a i r l y  w e ll equipped and th a t there are s u f f i c ie n t  f a c i l i t i e s  to  meet the 

need. The r ea l problem i s  to  arouse the in t e r e s t  o f the people in  order 

th a t th ey  w i l l  a tten d  the s e r v ic e s .  I t  i s  f e l t  th a t i f  the s o c ia l  s id e  

were a l i t t l e  more developed i t  would tend to  in t e r e s t  the young people  

in  the r e l ig io u s  a c t i v i t i e s ,  and -Qiat th ere  would be a la r g e r  a tten d an ce.

Summary

The grea t problem of c o n so lid a tio n  of the w id e ly  separated  h o ld in g s  

of h e ir sh ip  lands may be so lv ed : ( l )  by p a r t it io n  of h o ld in g s by a land

clerk in the Indian Office; (2) by the purchase of the heirship land by
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the tr ib e  fo r  t r ib a l  u se; (3 ) by the purchase o f shares by in d iv id u a l  

h e ir s ;  (4 ) s p e c i f i c  b eq u ests when w r it in g  w i l l s .

A fe d e r a l loan  o f $500,000 might be secured to  e s t a b l is h  and 

provide fo r  the m aintenance of herds o f c a t t l e ,  and to  r e h a b il i t a te  

in d iv id u a l Indian fa m il ie s  on th e ir  a llo tm e n ts . P rov ision  should be made 

to  en force  the repayment o f the lo a n s .

The sch oo l curriculum  should be changed to  meet th e needs o f  

farm l i f e .  Youth o rg a n iza tio n s  should  be in crea sed  to  stim u la te  in t e r e s t .  

Adult ed u cation  programs may be added to  provide fo r  the needs of th ose  

p ast sch oo l age.

R e lig io u s  o rg a n iza tio n s  might s tim u la te  g rea ter  in t e r e s t  by 

p rov id in g  more s o c ia l  a c t i v i t i e s .

CHAPTER VI. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

C1
This study o f the Crow Indian R eservation  shows c o n c lu s iv e ly  

th a t the n a tu ra l and land  resou rces o f t h is  area are ample to  support a 

much la r g e r  pop ulation  than the Crow Tribe a t  p resen t, and in  a much more 

s a t is f a c t o r y  manner. I t  shows th a t w ith  the proper u t i l i z a t i o n  o f th ese  

r eso u r c es , every  Crow Indian  fam ily  can be s e lf -s u p p o r t in g  i f  they w i l l  

move back to  the a llo tm en ts  and a l l  cooperate w ith  one another fo r  the 

common good.

As was p o in ted  out in  th is  stu d y , the many sm all in d iv id u a l h o ld ­

in g s  in  the d if f e r e n t  p a rts  o f the R eservation  should  be co n so lid a ted  in to  

one b lock  so th a t a l l  the h o ld in g s can be u t i l i z e d  by the owner. This
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may be done by land exchange or by purchase by one h e ir  of a l l  the 

h e ir sh ip  h o ld in g s . Those lands too bad ly  in vo lved  shou ld  be purchased by 

the tr ib e  and le a se d  by the tr ib e  to  in d iv id u a ls  or to  Indian co rp o ra tio n s . 

The r e n ta ls  from th ese  lands could be used  to  purchase a l ie n a te d  la n d s.

No landowner should  be a llow ed  to  le a s e  any land th a t cou ld  p o ss ib ly  

be used by him in  earn ing a l iv e l ih o o d .

I f  a government loan  i s  secured  to  purchase c a t t l e ,  the program 

must be c a r e fu l ly  planned years in  advance and no d ig r e ss io n  from the  

program a llow ed . For the f i r s t  few years or u n t i l  the b u sin ess  i s  on 

a s bund economic b a s is  and a s u b s ta n tia l reserv e  b u i l t  up to  carry i t  over  

a d ep ress io n , per c a p ita  payments should  h o t be attem pted. The committee 

in  charge o f th ese  lands must be determ ined men of ch aracter  th at are 

not e a s i l y  in f lu e n c e d  by adverse c r i t ic i s m .

In d iv id u a l loan s should be g iven  only to  capable persons who are  

w il l in g  to  operate a b u s in e s s . These lo a n s should be o f such amounts 

th a t the b u sin ess  undertaken w ill , be an econom ical u n it  and th ey  must 

have s t r i c t  O ff ic e  su p erv is io n  in  carry in g  out the program as o u tlin ed  

in  the farm ing p lan . Some p en a lty  must be worked out and s t r i c t l y  

fo llo w ed  fo r  th ose secu r in g  a lo a n , then n o t making proper e f f o r t  to  carry  

out the program. Because, ju s t  as lon g  as the Government comes to  the 

a id  o f the f a i lu r e ,  the b e s t  e f f o r t s  w i l l  not be put fo r th .

With the o rg a n iza tio n  o f co o p era tiv e  s e l l in g  and buying a g en c ies  

much n e e d le s s  expense can be e l im in a te d .- Then w ith  the in s t a l la t io n  

o f v o c a tio n a l ed u cation a l tr a in in g  which w i l l  reach every  Indian boy
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and g i r l  in  the p u b lic  s c h o o l, another im portant s te p  w i l l  have been made. 

This would enable every c h ild  to  a c tu a l ly  carry on a p r o je c t w hile  

le a r n in g  about i t s  th eory in  sch o o l. Thus, the c h ild  would be tra in ed  

during h is  e a r ly  years to  be s e lf -s u p p o r t in g .

With the Indian s a l l  l i v in g  on th e ir  own a llo tm e n ts , the 

h y g ie n ic  problem would b e:h ot so s e r io u s . The p resen t in fa n t  m o r ta lity  

would be reduced, ^any s o c ia l  and economic problems would be e lim in a ted  

when the camps and "shacks" are a l l  moved from the edge o f the sm all 

R eservation  towns. In sh ort the Grow Indian s would soon become resp ec ted  

c i t i z e n s  o f the community i f  they u t i l i z e d  th e ir  own land s and became

se lf -su p p o r tin g ,
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