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Abstract:
Only recently has the history of cultural development in Montana begun receiving adequate attention.
Cornelius Hedges exerted a major influence on the cultural, social, moral, intellectual, aesthetic, and
religious development of early Montana.

Several factors were influential in causing Mr. Hedges to contribute so liberally and integrally to
Montana's cultural development. These factors were: (1) his abiding faith in the essential goodness of
man- kind, (2) his multifarious interests and avenues of activity, (3) his dedication to the improvement
of Montana and the world about him, and (4) perhaps most important, his moral beliefs which were
supported by ideas of charity and brotherly love.

One of the major primary tools used in this thesis was Mr. Hedges' voluminous journals. These
journals, which he kept from the time he entered Yale College in 184-9 to his death in Helena in 1907
with some omissions, have never previously been extensively used to study the personality of Mr.
Hedges.

The major contributions which Cornelius Hedges made to Montana and our Ration are those which
have stood the tests of time and can now be considered living memorials to this early Montana pioneer.
Mr. Hedges was significantly involved in movements responsible for the Rational Park system, the
development of an adequate system of Territorial public schools in Montana, the Helena Public
Library, the Montana Masonic Home, and the development of Freemasonry as a cohesive element in
Montana society. 
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ABSTRACT

Only r e c e n t ly  has th e  h i s to r y  o f  c u l t u r a l  developm ent i n  Montana b e ­
gun r e c e iv in g  ad eq u a te  a t t e n t i o n .  C o rn e liu s  Hedges e x e r te d  a  m ajor i n ­
f lu e n c e  on th e  c u l t u r a l ,  s o c i a l ,  m o ra l, i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  a e s t h e t i c ,  and 
r e l i g io u s  developm ent o f  e a r ly  M ontana.

S e v e ra l  f a c to r s  were i n f l u e n t i a l  i n  c a u s in g  Mr. Hedges t o  c o n t r ib u te  
so  l i b e r a l l y  and i n t e g r a l l y  to  M ontana 's  c u l t u r a l  d evelopm en t. These 
f a c to r s  w ere: ( l )  h i s  a b id in g  f a i t h  in  th e  e s s e n t i a l  goodness o f  man­
k in d ,  (2 ) h i s  m u l t i f a r io u s  i n t e r e s t s  and avenues o f  a c t i v i t y ,  ( 3 ) 
h i s  d e d ic a t io n  to  th e  im provem ent o f  M ontana and th e  w orld  ab o u t him , and 
(4 ) p e rh a p s  m ost im p o r ta n t ,  h i s  m oral b e l i e f s  which were su p p o rted  by 
id e a s  o f  c h a r i ty  and b r o th e r ly  lo v e .

One o f  th e  m ajor p rim ary  to o ls  used in  t h i s  t h e s i s  was Mr. H edges' 
volum inous jo u r n a l s .  These jo u r n a l s ,  w hich he k e p t from  th e  tim e he 
e n te re d  Y ale C o lleg e  i n  184-9 to  h i s  d e a th  i n  H elena in  1907 w ith  some 
o m iss io n s , have n ev e r p r e v io u s ly  been  e x te n s iv e ly  used  to  s tu d y  th e  
p e r s o n a l i ty  o f  Mr. H edges.

The m ajo r c o n t r ib u t io n s  which C o rn e liu s  Hedges made to  Montana and 
ou r N a tio n  a re  th o se  w hich have sto o d  th e  t e s t s  o f  tim e and can now be 
c o n s id e re d  l i v in g  m em orials to  t h i s  e a r ly  Montana p io n e e r .  Mr. Hedges 
was s i g n i f i c a n t l y  in v o lv e d  in  movements re s p o n s ib le  f o r  th e  N a tio n a l P a rk  
sy stem , th e  developm ent o f  an ad eq u a te  sy stem  o f T e r r i t o r i a l  p u b lic  sc h o o ls  
i n  M ontana, th e  H elena P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,  th e  Montana M asonic Home, and th e  
developm ent o f  F reem asonry as a  co h es iv e  e lem en t in  M ontana s o c ie ty .



Chapter I

INTRODUCTION

The h i s t o r i a n  Thomas C a r ly le  once s a id  in  h i s  t r e a t i s e  On H is to ry  

t h a t  "H is to ry  i s  th e  e s se n c e  o f  innum erab le  b io g ra p h ie s " .  M ontana 's  

h i s to r y  can  p e rh ap s  be w e ll  examined in  t h a t  m anner. Tne p e r s o n a l i t i e s  

o f  N a th a n ie l P . L an g fo rd , W ilbur F . S a n d e rs , Conrad K ohrs, W.W.

(" B ro th e r  Van") Van O rs d e l , G ra n v il le  S t u a r t ,  Joseph  K. T o o le , and 

Samuel T . H auser a re  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  o f  th o se  who c o n tr ib u te d  much to  th e  

e a r l y  y e a rs  o f  M ontana 's  g ro w th . The names o f  Conrad K ohrs, N elson 

S to r y ,  and G ra n v il le  S tu a r t  a re  p rom inen t im p o rta n t f ig u r e s  in  th e  c a t ­

t l e  in d u s t r y .  Samuel T . H auser and C.A. B roadw ater have l e f t  t h e i r  

marks on o u r s t a t e ' s  h i s to r y  b ecau se  o f  t h e i r  bank ing  and numerous o th e r  

b u s in e s s  i n t e r e s t s . Marcus D aly , W illiam  A. C la rk , F . A ugustus H e in ze , 

and Tommy C ruse a re  w ell-know n in  m ining dev e lo p m en ts . W illiam  C la g e t t , 

M artin  M cG innis, Benjam in F . P o t t s ,  Joseph  K. T o o le , W ilbur F . S an d ers , 

and Thomas J .  W alsh have been  r i g h t l y  re c o g n iz e d  f o r  t h e i r  c o n t r ib u t io n s  

t o  Montana th ro u g h  th e  m edia o f  p o l i t i c s .  However, th e r e  i s  one im por­

t a n t  ph ase  o f  th e  developm ent o f  ou r T re a su re  S ta te  which has  somewhat 

r e g r e ta b ly  been  n e g le c te d .  T hat a s p e c t  i s  i t s  c u l t u r a l  and n o n -m a te r ia l  

g row th , w ith  a l l  i t s  f a c e t s  - -  s o c i a l ,  m o ra l, i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  e d u c a t io n a l ,  

a e s t h e t i c ,  and r e l i g i o u s .  To me, one p e r s o n a l i ty  sh in e s  m ost b r ig h t ly  

i n  t h i s  com posite  f i e l d  - -  C o rn e liu s  H edges.

A lthough  th e  m o tiv a tio n  o f  th e  m agnates o f  c a t t l e ,  b a n k in g , b u s i ­

n e s s ,  m in in g , and p o l i t i c s  was la r g e ly  th e  m a te r ia l  g a in  and em olument, 

th e  m o tiv a tio n  o f  C o rn e liu s  Hedges was h i s  d e d ic a t io n  to  prom ote a  b e t t e r  

p la c e  to  l i v e  i n  a  n o t so  p e r f e c t  w o rld .

B ecause o f  h is  a b id in g  f a i t h  in  th e  e s s e n t i a l  goodness o f  h is
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fe l lo w  men, h i s  m oral b e l i e f s  which governed  h is  d a i ly  l i f e ,  h i s  m u l t i ­

f a r io u s  i n t e r e s t s  and avenues o f  a c t i v i t y ,  and h is  d e d ic a t io n  to  th e  im ­

provem ent o f  Montana and th e  w orld around h im , C o rn e liu s  Hedges was one 

o f  th e  prim e fo rc e s  re s p o n s ib le  f o r  th e  c u l t u r a l ,  s o c i a l ,  m o ra l, i n t e l ­

l e c t u a l ,  a e s t h e t i c ,  and r e l i g io u s  developm ent o f  Montana in  h e r  fo rm ativ e  

y e a r s .

I t  i s  my pu rp o se  in  t h i s  th e s i s  to  show th e  many f a c e t s  o f  C o rn e liu s  

H edges ' c h a r a c te r  and p e r s o n a l i ty  which f i t  so  w e ll in to  a harm onious 

w hole. A c h a r a c te r  which can most s u c c in c t ly  be d e sc r ib e d  in  h is  own 

w ords, ta k e n  from  h is  A ddress as Grand M aster o f  Montana Masons in  1871:

Good men and t r u e  a re  b e s t  seen  and known in  tim es  
o f  t r i a l  and d i f f i c u l t y .  W hile f a i r  w eather a d v e n tu re rs  
b re a k , f a l l  and d is a p p e a r ,  men o f  c h a r a c te r  and m oral 
s t r e n g th ,  th e  genu ine  h e ro e s  o f  common l i f e ,  loom up w ith  
g ra n d e r  and f irm e r  f r o n t ,  l i k e  f i r m - s e t  ro ck s  in  an ocean  
s to rm .

I t  would be q u i te  m is le a d in g  to  r e p r e s e n t  H edges ' c h a ra c te r  as 

a b s o lu te ly  im p eccab le . However, th e  flaw s in  th e  c h a ra c te r  o f  t h i s  man 

a re  c e r t a i n l y  seco n d ary  to  h is  s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n t r ib u t io n s  to  th e  t o t a l  

developm ent o f  M ontana.

In  th e  rem ainder o f  th e  p a p e r I  w i l l  f i r s t  in c lu d e  a  b io g ra p h ic a l  

s k e tc h  to  f a m i l i a r i z e  th e  r e a d e r  w ith  h i s  l i f e .  N ex t, I  w i l l  d is c u s s  th e  

m o tiv a tin g  fo rc e s  o f  h i s  dynamic c h a r a c te r ,  which were l a r g e ly  based  on 

h i s  M asonic id e a s  o f  t o t a l  c h a r i ty .  And f i n a l l y ,  I  w i l l  d is c u s s  some o f  

th e  m a n ife s ta t io n s  o f  h i s  m oral c h a ra c te r  and id e a s ,  and h i s  m u l t i f a r io u s

I . R e p r in t  o f  che P ro ceed in g s  o f  th e  Grand Lodge o f  A n c ien t F ree  and 
A ccepted Masons o f  M ontana, 18^16-1872 (H elen a , 1B7 6 ) ,  P P - 210-211. 
(T his so u rce  w i l l  h e r e i n a f t e r  be r e f e r r e d  to  a s " R e p r in t P ro c e e d in g s ." )
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i n t e r e s t s .  These d e t a i l e d  m a n ife s ta t io n s  d is c u s s in g  th e  m ost im p o rtan t 

a s p e c ts  o f  H edges ' l i f e  w i l l  show h is  m ajo r c o n t r ib u t io n s  to  M ontana, 

a lo n g  w ith  th e  n e c e s s a ry  m a te r ia l  endeavo rs f o r  a  co m fo rtab le  e x is te n c e  

f o r  h im se lf  and h is  f a m ily . The fo llo w in g  to p ic s  w i l l  be co n s id e re d  in  

d e t a i l :  economic v e n tu re s  f o r  su p p o r t o f  h im se lf  and h i s  fa m ily , th e  

N a tio n a l  P a rk  id e a ,  e d u c a tio n ,  th e  H elena P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,  l i t e r a r y  a b i l ­

i t y ,  h is  lo v e  o f  books and know ledge, M asonic a c t i v i t i e s  and w r i t i n g s , 

and r e l i g i o n .



Chapter I I

CORNELIUS HEDGES - - A  BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 

In  o rd e r  to  f a m i l i a r i z e  th e  r e a d e r  w ith  th e  l i f e  o f  t h i s  o u ts ta n d ­

in g  M ontana P io n e e r ,  th e  fo llo w in g  c h a p te r  i s  in c lu d e d . Knowledge o f  h is  

l i f e  w i l l  h e lp  in  a p p re c ia t in g  h is  p h ilo so p h y  on l i f e  and p la c e  in  p ro p e r  

c o n te x t th e  c h a p te r  d is c u s s in g  d e t a i l e d  in fo rm a tio n .

C h ild h o o d , Y ou th , and E a r ly  Manhood, 1831- 1863 

C o rn e liu s  Hedges was b o rn  on O ctober 28 , 1831 , a t  W e s tf ie ld ,  M assa­

c h u s e t t s ,  i n  th e  C o n n e c tic u t R iv e r  v a l le y  n e a r  S p r in g f ie ld . H is p a r e n t s ,  

D ennis and A lvena Noble H edges, were b o th  o f  s tu rd y  P u r i ta n  s to c k  th a t  had 

o r i g i n a l l y  s e t t l e d  th e  C o n n e c tic u t v a l l e y  i n  th e  m id -S ev en teen th  C e n tu ry . 

D uring  h is  boyhood and a d o le s c e n t y e a r s , a s  i n  l a t e r  y e a r s ,  he was more 

fond o f  r e a d in g ,  s tu d y in g  and le a r n in g  th a n  o f  e x e r t in g  h im se lf  o r  manual 

l a b o r .  Thus he was n o t  in c l in e d  to  l e a r n  farm ing  and b la c k sm ith in g ,  th e  

t r a d e s  and o c c u p a tio n s  o f  h i s  f a t h e r .  He was ed u ca ted  i n  th e  p u b lic  

sc h o o ls  and th e  l o c a l  "academy" in  h i s  home town o f  W e s tf ie ld

A f te r  co m p le tin g  work in  th e  "academ y," C o rn e liu s  jou rneyed  down 

r i v e r  i n  th e  C o n n e c tic u t v a l le y  t o  e n r o l l  i n  Y ale C o lleg e  a t  New Haven, 

C o n n e c tic u t , in  th e  f a l l  o f  1814-9.^ H is f i r s t  y e a r  o f  c o l le g e  was i n t e r ­

ru p te d  by an a c u te  i l l n e s s  caused  by d r in k in g  p o iso n ed  m ilk . Because o f  

t h i s ,  he n o t o n ly  l o s t  a  se m e s te r  te rm , b u t  he f e l t  some e f f e c t s  o f  t h i s  

weakened c o n d i t io n  f o r  th e  n e x t 12 to  14 y e a r s .^

2 . W yllys A. H edges, "C o rn e liu s  H edges, "  C o n tr ib u tio n s  t o  th e  H is to r i c a l  
S o c ie ty  o f  M ontana, V o l. V I I ,  p p . l8 l - l8 2 T  ( t h i s  so u rce  w i l l  h e r e in ­
a f t e r  be r e f e r r e d  t o  as  "C o n tr ib u t io n s . " )

3 . I b i d - ,  p .  1 82 .
4 .  P ro g re s s iv e  Men o f  th e  S ta te  o f  M ontana (C hicago: A.W. Bowen & C o ., 

n . d . ,  b u t  c a .  190177  p .  1~ [ t h i s  so u rce  w i l l  h e r e i n a f t e r  be r e f e r r e d  to  
a s " P ro g re s s iv e  M en.")
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H is c o l le g e  days were marked by th e  p a in f u l  p ro c e s s e s  o f  t r i a l - a n d -  

e r r o r .  H is jo u rn a l  shows t h a t  he was e x tre m e ly  s e n s i t i v e  to  su ccess  and 

f a i l u r e , and in  th e  p ro c e s s  v e ry  s e l f - c r i t i c a l  and demanding o f  h im s e lf .

H is th o u g h ts  and em otions a re  w e ll  e x p re sse d  in  t h i s  e x c e rp t  o f  h is  jo u rn a l  

e n t ry  f o r  O ctober 31 , 1851 :

I  am now i n  my tw e n t ie th  y e a r  & my p a re n ts  who have 
been  so  lo n g  lo o k in g  f o r  some d is p la y  o f  my a b i l i t i e s  w i l l  y e t 
be d is a p p o in te d .  Would I  w ish  to  g ra d u a te  as I  am, would I  
want to  go f o r t h  in t o  l i f e  as  I  g ra d u a te  & c o n tin u e  in  th e  
same co u rse  u n t i l  — No.' answ ers som eth ing  from  w ith in  by no 
m eans. A l l  t h i s  r e s u l t s  by m isguided  z e a l .  I  n ev e r s h a l l  
be f r e e  from  f a i l u r e s  t i l l  I  ad o p t re a so n  as th e  g u id e  o f  my 
a c t io n s  & la b o u r  w ith  re a so n  in  v iew  -  Reason I  w i l l  t r y  to  
p e r s u e , t i l l  I  f in d  h e r  developed  in t o  my l i f e  — As much as 
I  can do I  w i l l  aim  to  fo llo w  th e  bounds t h a t  n a tu re  has 
s e t  . . .  & when I  have come to  th e s e  l i m i t s  I  w i l l  go b e ­
yond — But f o r  me th in k in g  as I  do som etim es t h a t  I  can do 
any th in g  & know any th in g ,  i t  i s  a l l  f o o l i s h .  T here i s  no 
soundness o r  se n se  i n  such  th o u g h ts  and y e t  i t  i s  w ith  such  
t h a t  much o f  my tim e  & s t r e n g th  i s  employed —5

D uring  h is  c o l l e g i a t e  y e a r s ,  Hedges used h i s  jo u rn a ls  as  in s tru m e n ts  o f

s e l f - e v a l u a t i o n , ^ and h i s  e n t r i e s  were much more volum inous th a n  in

l a t e r  y e a r s .

A long w ith  th e  s e r io u s  s id e  o f  g a in in g  a c o l le g e  e d u c a tio n ,  h is  

r o u t in e  a l s o  in c lu d e d  th e  l i g h t e r  s id e  o f  l i f e .  Hedges was a  v e ry  

a c t iv e  member o f  D e l ta  Kappa E p s ilo n  f r a t e r n i t y  a t  Y a le . ^ To C o rn e liu s , 

l i k e  any m ale m a tr ic u la n t  o f  th e  T w en tie th  C en tu ry , th e  f a i r e r  sex  was a

5 . J o u rn a ls  o f  C o rn e liu s  H edges, O ctober 31 , 1851 . Hedges k e p t a 
jo u r n a l  f o r  m ost o f  h i s  l i f e  a f t e r  e n te r in g  Y a le . S ig n i f i c a n t  p e r io d s  
o f  o m iss io n  a re  from  m id-i8 6 0  to  F e b ru a ry  2 1 , 1863 , and from  Ja n u a ry , 
1894 to  A ugust 2 2 , 1906 . The o r ig i n a l  jo u rn a ls  a re  i n  th e  p o s s e s s io n  
o f  h i s  g ra n d d a u g h te r , M rs. P a u l B ra z ie r  o f  H elen a . A t h r e e - r o l l  
m ic ro film ed  p o s i t i v e  copy o f  m ost o f  th e  jo u rn a ls  i s  in  Y ale U n iv e r s i ty  
L ib r a r y .  (These w i l l  h e r e i n a f t e r  be c i t e d  as "J o u r n a ls . " )

6 . See J o u r n a ls , f o r  November 15 , 1851 .
7 . See J o u r n a ls , November 7 ; 1851. A lso , I  b e l ie v e  M rs. B ra z ie r  has 

h i s  f r a t e r n i t y  p in  among h e r  momentos.
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d i s t r a c t i n g  a t t r a c t i o n .  On November 5 , 1851, he r e l a t e d  one such d i s ­

t r a c t i o n :

I  r e tu rn e d  w ith  C a rie  & A ugustus 1 w ife  to  t h e i r  
home, th e r e  I  f e l l  in  w ith  M iss S heldon  & was p r e v a i le d  
upon to  s ta y  f o r  t e a  i n  s p i t e  o f  p ra y e r s  — OhJ who can 
s ta n d  b e fo re  woman's s o l i c i t a t i o n s , h e r  words a re  lo g ic  
o f  th e  h e a r t  and can n o t be r e f u te d  - s u f f i c e  i t  to  say  
I  f e l l  v ic t im iz e d  b e fo re  them  & rem ained  co n v e rs in g  t i l l  
h a l f - p a s t  s i x ,  r e tu rn e d  & g o t o u t my T a c itu s  . . .

He a l s o  met a n o th e r  young la d y ,  a  s tu d e n t  a t  York L a d ie s ' Sem inary in  

New H aven, who was t o  p la y  a  much g r e a t e r  r o le  i n  h is  l i f e  th a n  th e  

charm ing M iss S h e ld o n . The young la d y  was Edna L a y e tte  S m ith , h is  

f u tu r e  b r i d e . ^

As h is  c o l le g e  days n eared  c o m p le tio n . H edges' v iew s became more 

s t a b i l i z e d  and m a tu re . B ut h is  jo u rn a l  e n t r i e s  f o r  th e  rem ain d er o f  h i s  

l i f e  show d e c i s iv e ly  t h a t  he d id  n o t le a v e  h i s  s e l f - c r i t i c i s m  and im­

p a t ie n c e  w ith  h im s e lf  b eh in d  when he re c e iv e d  h i s  B ach e lo r o f  A r ts  d e ­

g re e  from  Y ale in  1853« U su a lly  he had b o u n d le ss  p a t ie n c e  w h ile  d e a l in g  

w ith  o th e r s , b u t  he was n o t so l e n i e n t  w ith  h im s e lf .  C o rn e liu s  Hedges 

was n o t th e  o n ly  member o f  Y a le 's  C la ss  o f  1853 who l e f t  a  d i s t i n c t  im­

p r e s s io n  on o u r c o u n try , h i s  famous c la ssm a te s  in c lu d e d  Andrew D. W hite , 

C o r n e l l 's  famous p r e s id e n t ,  U .S . Supreme C o u rt J u s t ic e  George H. S h i r a s , 

and U .S . A tto rn e y  G en era l Wayne MacVeagh o f  P r e s id e n t  G a r f i e l d 's  c a b i ­

n e t

Upon g ra d u a t io n  from  Y a le , he ta u g h t  in  an academy a t  E a s to n ,

8 . J o u r n a ls , November 5 , 1851 .
9- W. A. H edges, "C o rn e liu s  H edges", C o n t r ib u t io n s , V II ,  p .  182.
1 0 . I b id .
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C o n n e c t ic u t ,  w est o f  New Haven n e a r  B r id g e p o r t .  Then he r e tu rn e d  to  

W e s tf ie ld ,  where he s tu d ie d  law  p r i o r  to  e n te r in g  H arvard  Law S c h o o l.11 

I n  1855 , he com pleted law  s tu d ie s  a t  H arvard  and l a t e r  on was examined

and a d m itted  to  th e  M assa ch u se tts  B ar, upon th e  m otion o f  th e  H onorable

12Benjam in F . B u t l e r .  H edges' i n t e r e s t  i n  th e  fo r tu n e s  o f  Ben B u tle r  

co n tin u ed  f o r  many y e a r s ;  in  November, 1878 , he no ted  i n  h i s  jo u rn a l ,

" L i t t l e  news from  th e  s t a t e s  in  th e  ev en in g  -  B u tle r  beaten".^3

On J u ly  17 , 1856 , he and Edna L a y e tte  Sm ith  were m a rrie d  a t

S o u th in g to n , C o n n e c t ic u t .1^ E d n a 's  endeavo rs  to  im prove th e  c o n d itio n  

o f  s o c ie ty  around h e re  w ere c e r t a in l y  com plem entary to  s im i la r  a c t i v i t i e s  

o f  h e r  h usband . M ertie  M. B r a t t i n , in  1 9 4 l, w ro te  t h i s  th u m b -n a il s k e tc h  

o f  h e r  l i f e :

Edna L . Hedges was a  m ost rem ark ab le  woman. She was e q u a l ly  
dev o ted  to  h e r  fa m ily , h e r  ch u rc h , and h e r  c h a p te r  o f  E a s te rn  
S t a r / .  She was d ig n i f i e d ,  y e t  m ost c o u rte o u s  and c o n s id e r a te .
H er womanly v i r t u e s  were e a r ly  e n g ra f te d  upon th e  O rder /""of 
E a s te rn  S t a r /  in  M ontana, and to  t h a t  i s  due f a c t  t h a t  Grand 
C h ap te r s e s s io n s  have e v e r  been  rem ark ab le  fo r  t h e i r  harmony 
and good f e e l in g .  She was Very W orthy Grand C h ap la in  o f  
G en era l Grand C hap ter a t  th e  t r i e n n i a l  o f  1892 to  1895; and 
R ig h t Worthy Grand C o n d u c tress  th e  su ccee d in g  t r i e n n i a l .
She su rv iv e d  Judge Hedges f iv e  y e a rs  / " d ie d  in  1 9 1 2 /, and 
was a c t iv e  i n  E a s te rn  S ta r  work to  th e  e n d .1^

To com plete t h i s  th u m b -n a il b io g ra p h y , M rs. Hedges was in s t ru m e n ta l  in  

o rg a n iz in g  th e  Grand C h ap te r o f  th e  O rder o f  E a s te rn  S ta r  f o r  Montana in  11 12 13 14 15

1 1 . The H elena In d e p e n d e n t, A p r i l  29 , 1907 .
12 . P ro ceed in g s  o f  th e  Grand Lodge o f  A n c ien t F ree  and A ccepted  Masons 

o f  M ontana. ?3 rd  Com m unication, 1907, P- 61 . (T his so u rce  w i l l  be 
h e r e i n a f t e r  be r e f e r r e d  t o  as "P ro c e e d in g s " ) .

13 . J o u r n a ls , November 7 ,  1878 .
14 . P ro g re s s iv e  Men, p . 2 .
15 . M ertie  M. B r a t t i n , e t .  a l . , G olden J u b i le e  H is to r y : Grand C hapter 

O rder o f  E a s te rn  S ta r  o f  M on tana ,(H elena: S ta te  P u b lis h in g  C o ., 19 ^1 ),
p. 11.
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L iv in g s to n  on Septem ber 2 5 , 1890 , and was e le c te d  i t s  f i r s t  Worthy Grand 

Ma t r on . Her  r e c e p t io n  a t  h e r  home in  H elena  h e ld  f o r  th e  la d ie s  a c ­

companying th e  members o f  th e  35t h  A nnual Grand Lodge o f  M ontana M asons, 

on Septem ber 21 , 1899 , i s  an e x c e l le n t  exam ple o f  h e r  g ra c io u sn e ss

Im m ed ia te ly  a f t e r  t h e i r  m a rr ia g e , C o rn e liu s  and Edna moved from  

New England to  In d ep en d en ce , Iow a. T h is  move was u n d o u b tab ly  in f lu e n c e d  

by th e  f a c t  t h a t  h i s  s i s t e r  and b r o th e r - in - la w ,  M arg are t and Asa S m ith , 

w ere r e s id in g  in  t h a t  to w n ,^  a lo n g  w ith  H edges' own u rg e  to  f in d  a  p la c e  

t o  p ro v id e  a  good home f o r  h i s  fa m ily  i n  a  d ev e lo p in g  a r e a  where op p o r­

t u n i t y  abounded. He s e t  up a  law  p r a c t i c e ,  and s h o r t ly  t h e r e a f t e r  ob­

ta in e d  th e  In d ep en d en t C i v i l i a n , w hich he e d i te d  and p u b lish e d  to  p ro v id e  

a  su p p lem en ta ry  income to  h i s  la w y e r 's  fees."*"^

T h e ir  f i r s t  c h i ld ,  W yllys A. H edges, was b o rn  th e r e  on J u ly  3 , 1857, 

and on June 3 , i8 6 0 , y e t  a n o th e r  c h i ld ,  D ennis H. H edges, g raced  t h e i r  

happy home. The f i r s t  o f  h i s  lo n g  and i l l u s t r i o u s  M asonic c a r e e r  s t a r t e d  

h e re  i n  In d ep en d en ce , when he was made a  M aster Mason i n  Independence 

Lodge # 87 , on th e  eve o f  h i s  27t h  b i r th d a y ,  O ctober 2 7 , 1858 . ^  L a te  i n  

I 80O, th e  Hedges re tu rn e d  to  New E ng lan d , where C o rn e liu s  resum ed te a c h in g , 

i n  th e  S a l ly  Lewis Academy a t  B e r l in  n e a r  E d n a 's  home a t  S o u th in g to n , 

C o n n e c t ic u t .  Sorrow  e n te re d  t h e i r  home in  l8b2  w ith  th e  d e a th  o f  t h e i r  16 17 18 19 20

16 . C.W. Pom eroy, e t  a l . , H is to ry  o f  th e  O rder o f  th e  E a s te rn  S ta r  o f 
M ontana, (B u t te , 1 9 2 2 ), p p . 7 - 9 .

1 7 . P ro c e e d in g s , 3 5 th  Com m unication, 1899 , P« 77«
18 . W.A. H edges, "C o rn e liu s  H edges,"  C o n tr ib u t io n s , V I I ,  p .  182.
19 . P ro g re s s iv e  Men, p .  2 .
2 0 . P ro c e e d in g s , 43rd  Com m unication, 1907 , p .  6l .
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younger so n , D e n n is .2^

The e n t r i e s  o f  F e b ru a ry , 1863 , in  h i s  jo u r n a l ,  c h ro n ic le  th e  r e tu r n  

o f  C o rn e liu s  t o  Iow a, where he p u rsu ed  h i s  law  p r a c t i c e  and a g a in  pub­

l i s h e d  th e  In d ep en d e n t C i v i l i a n , b u t  h i s  fa m ily  was s t i l l  in  New E n g lan d . 21 22 23 24 

Edna and W illy  a r r iv e d  by t r a i n  i n  Independence on A p r i l  3 , 1863 . Im­

m e d ia te ly  p r e p a r a t io n s  began  f o r  th e  o c c u p a tio n  o f  a  new home on A p r i l  8 .

On t h a t  same d ay , he re c o rd e d , "Took su p p er in  th e  new home — Edna &

W illy  & m y se lf  - -  warm b i s c u i t s ,  c u s ta rd  p i e ,  g in g e r  cake & g reen  t e a .

I t  was th e  h a p p ie s t  m eal t h a t  I  have e a te n  f o r  y e a r s" .23 He was a  d e ­

v o te d  fa m ily  man!

A t In d ep en d en ce , a  p rob lem  came in t o  fo cu s which was t o  p la g u e  him 

m ost o f  h i s  l i f e ,  "making ends m eet" f i n a n c i a l l y .  A m ajor cause  o f  t h i s  

was h i s  k in d ly  n a tu re  and b e n e v o le n c e . C o rn e liu s  J r . , b e t t e r  known among 

f r ie n d s  and fa m ily  as  Toby, was to  say  a f t e r  h i s  f a t h e r 's  d e a th ,  "He was 

a  man o f  i n f i n i t e  te n d e rn e s s  and rem ark ab le  se n tim e n t f o r  th e s e  d ay s.

He c o u ld n 't  have am assed a  fo r tu n e  i f  he had l iv e d  a  thou san d  y e a rs  

He much p r e f e r r e d  h i s  law  p r a c t i c e  to  th e  p u b lis h in g  o f  th e  In dependen t

2 1 . W. A. H edges, "C o rn e liu s  H edges,"  C o n tr ib u t io n s , V I I ,  p .  182, and 
J o u r n a l s . A ugust 27 , l 8 8 l ,  t h i s  e n t ry  re c o rd s  a  r e tu r n  v i s i t  to  
B e r l in ,  C o n n e c tic u t , on a  v i s i t  E a s t .

22 . W. A. H edges, "C o rn e liu s  H edges,"  C o n tr ib u t io n s , VTI, p .  183 , and 
J o u r n a l s , F eb ru a ry  21 to  2 3 , and March 31 , 1863 .

2 3 . J o u r n a ls ,  A p r i l  8 , 1863 . See a l s o  e n t r i e s  f o r  A p r i l  4 , 6 , 10, l 4 ,  
and May I ,  4 -6 ,  8 , 9> 1863 , f o r  a d d i t io n a l  e f f o r t s  t o  make th e  house 
and y ard  homey and e n jo y a b le .

24 . C o rn e liu s  H edges, J r . , to  M. M. M i l l e r ,  O ctober 2 7 , 1907, C o rre s ­
pondence o f  th e  Grand S e c re ta ry  o f  th e  M ontana Grand Lodge, A .F . & 
A .M ., L e t t e r  Box "1907" ,  Montana Grand Lodge L ib ra ry  and A rc n iv e s , 
H e len a , M ontana. (T h is  so u rc e  w i l l  h e r e i n a f t e r  be r e f e r r e d  to  as 
"CGS." )
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Civilian2  ̂o r  o tn e r  n e c e s sa ry  s id e l in e  work to  p ro v id e  f o r  h i s  f a m ily .

H is e n th u s ia sm  f o r  th e  l e g a l  p r o f e s s io n  i s  e x n ib i te d  in  t h i s  jo u rn a l  e n t ry

Had a  t r i a l  o f  Jacob  C harouse f o r  o b ta in in g  money 
under f a l s e  p r e te n s e s  —

G rea t sp o r t . two a t t o r n i e s  on a  s id e  —
Got $ 4 . f o r  th e  a id  s o c ie ty  & $3- in  c o s ts  2?

He p r e f e r r e d  e d i t o r i a l  w r i t in g  to  th e  d e t a i l s  and d ru d g ery  o f  

p r i n t i n g  and d i s t r i b u t i n g  th e  new spaper. Thus he a tte m p te d  to  le a s e  th e
pQ

p a p e r  to  W arren and A lson  B a rn h a r t on c o n t r a c t .  °  But he f i n a l l y  had to  

h i r e  them sim ply  a s  e m p l o y e e s . H is r e t i c e n c e  and a p p re h e n s io n  was 

l a r g e ly  due to  th e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  r a n  him " in to  d e b t c o n s t a n t l y . ^  How­

e v e r ,  by summer and f a l l ,  h i s  job  p r i n t i n g  in c re a s e d  s u f f i c i e n t l y  to  

make th e  o p e ra t io n  p r o f i t a b l e .

In  h i s  t r u e  form  o f  ex trem e s e l f - c r i t i c i s m ,  in  1863 Hedges was 

lam en tin g  p a r t i a l  f a i l u r e  a t  th e  tim e o f  th e  T en th  R eunion o f  h i s  Y ale 

c l a s s ,  "To day & to  n ig h t  i s  o u r c l a s s  m eeting  a t  Y ale C o lleg e  — I t  has 

made me f e e l  bad to  th in k  t n a t  I  have n o t succeeded  b e t t e r  in  l i f e ,  so 

t h a t  I  cou ld  r e tu r n  w ith  c r e d i t " .-̂ 2

G e tt in g  E s ta b l is h e d  in  M ontana, 1864-1868

I n  th e  s p r in g  o f  1864, C o rn e liu s  Hedges began  making p r e p a r a t io n  to  25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32

2 5 . J o u r n a ls , A p r i l  1 7 , 1863 .
2 6 . See J o u r n a l s , A ugust 4 , 1863, f o r  an exam ple, he s ta c k e d  wheat and 

o a ts  f o r  D r. B ryan t and to o k  h is  pay  in  wood.
2 7 . J o u r n a l s , J u ly  2 1 , 1863 .
28 . I b i d . , March 2 1 , A p r i l  13 , l 6 , and 2 2 , 1863 .
2 9 . I b i d . ,  A p r i l  23 , 1863 .
30 . I b i d . ,  May 1 9 , 1863 .
31 . I b i d . ,  June 11 , Septem ber 23 , and O ctober 10 , 1863 .
32 . I b i d . ,  J u ly  29 , 1863 .
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seek  h i s  f o r tu n e s  in  th e  g o ld  m ines o f  Id a h o , and he r e c e iv e d  a  pam phlet 

ab o u t Id ah o  and a  map o f  Idaho  from  a  f r i e n d ,  J .  R. D e v re ry , on F eb ru ary  

1 3 , 1864.33  S in ce  th e r e  a r e  many m iss in g  e n t r i e s  in  h i s  jo u r n a l  f o r  th e  

e a r ly  months o f  t h a t  y e a r  p r i o r  t o  th e  a c t u a l  day o f  d e p a r tu r e ,  h is  

re a so n s  f o r  go in g  w est can o n ly  be s p e c u la te d .  O s te n s ib ly ,  i t  was to  

seek  h i s  f o r tu n e  and in  re sp o n se  to  a  y e t  newer c h a l le n g e .

The day o f  d e p a r tu re  was A p r i l  2 0 , and H edges' so n . W il l ,  w e l l -  

remembered t h a t  day:

I t  was a  memorable day in  o u r memory when my f a t h e r , 
C o rn e liu s  H edges, s t a r t e d  to  " c ro s s  th e  p la in s "  i n  company 
w ith  Tim othy W ilcox , and Henry H. C la rk . Weeks had been  
sp e n t i n  p r e p a r a t io n  and f i t t i n g  up o f  t h e i r  wagon, made by 
a  l o c a l  b la c k sm ith  and w h e e lr ig h t .

Those who have known my f a th e r  em in e n tly  a  man o f  
P e a c e , can o n ly  r e c o n c i le  h i s  ap p ea ran ce  a t  d e p a r tu r e , t o  a 
changed c o n d i t io n  o f  e n v iro n m en t, lo n g  s in c e  p a sse d  away; 
and o n ly  e x i s t i n g  a re  th e  pages o f  H is to ry ,  and th e  memory 
o f  a  l i v i n g  few . W ith c lo s e ly  c u t  h a i r ,  l e s t  in  some un lucky  
tim e  a  " red  sk in "  m ight t r y  to  remove h i s  s c a lp ,  a  " s ix  
sh o o te r"  i n  h i s  b e l t ,  and a  r i f l e  on h i s  sh o u ld e r , my r e ­
c o l l e c t i o n  p o in t s  him as  th e  t y p i c a l  p io n e e r  o f  h i s  day , 
when on t h a t  e a r ly  S p rin g  m orning in  '64  he bade my m other 
and m y se lf  "goodbye" a s  he s t a r t e d  f o r  I d a h o .3^

I n  a d d i t io n  to  th e  wagon, p i s t o l ,  and r i f l e  a l re a d y  m entioned in  W i l l 's

re m in is c e n c e , th e  fo llo w in g  s u p p lie s  w ere ta k e n  on th e  t r e k :  team  o f

m u les , h a rn e s s ,  t e n t  f o r  wagon c o v e r , 40jf o f  s u g a r ,  40 f t .  o f  ro p e ,

29jf o f  ham, 6f  o f  l a r d ,  s u n d r ie s ,  5-g a l lo n  w a te r c a sk , 10$ o f  c o f fe e ,

screw s and b o l t s ,  2 p a p e rs  o f  t a c k s ,  bake oven , h ay , m ilk , b u sh e l o f  * 34

33« I b i d . , F eb ru a ry  13 , 1864.
34 . B r ie f  S k e tch  o f  th e  L i f e  o f  W yllys A. H edges. T h is  i s  an u n d a te d , 

h a n d w r i t te n , a u to b io g ra p h ic a l  MS w ith  no page num bers, in  th e  p o s ­
s e s s io n  o f  th e  M ontana H i s to r i c a l  S o c ie ty  L ib ra ry ,  H e le n a , M ontana. 
(T h is  MS w i l l  h e r e i n a f t e r  be r e f e r r e d  to  as "L ife  o f  W yllys A.

H e d g e s .")
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c o rn , a p p le s , p e a c h e s , le a d  f o r  b u l l e t s ,  f r e s h  p o rk , 3#  o f  n a i l s ,  go ld  

p a n , sack  o f  f l o u r ,  3 w oolen s h i r t s ,  p a i r  o f  w oolen b la n k e ts ,  p a i r  o f  

ru b b e r  b la n k e ts ,  p a i r  o f  b o o ts ,  s h o v e l, 2 o th e r  r i f l e s ,  one p i n t  o f  

B randy , I  o z . o f  q u in in e ,  and 4# o f  smoking t o b a c c o . Qn t h a t  day , he 

l e f t  Edna w ith  $ 60 . They managed to  t r a v e l  12 m ile s  on h ard  ro ad s  t h a t  

day  b e fo re  n ig h t  f a l l . 36 H is d e s t i n a t io n  was o r ig i n a l l y  th e  mines o f  

Id a h o , how ever, th e  p o r t io n  he f i n a l l y  reach ed  was in c lu d e d  in  th e  new 

M ontana T e r r i t o r y .  W hile Hedges was e n ro u te ,  M ontana was c re a te d  by 

C ongress on May 26 , 1 8 6 4 .^

Hedges t r a v e l l e d  w ith  h i s  p a r tn e r s  s o u th w e s te r ly  a c ro s s  Iow a, 

p a s s in g  th ro u g h  V in to n , LeG rand, Newton, and th e y  reach ed  Des Moines on 

th e  2 5 th  o f  A p r i l .  C o n tin u in g , th e y  p a sse d  th ro u g h  A del and L ew is, 

c ro sse d  b o th  fo rk s  o f  th e  N ish n ab o ta  R iv e r  and reached  C o u n c il B lu f fs  on 

A p r i l  30 .38

On May 2 , th e y  c ro s se d  th e  M isso u ri R iv e r  by f e r r y  and camped j u s t  

w est o f  Omaha. T r a v e l l in g  a lo n g  th e  n o r th  bank o f  th e  P l a t t e ,  th e y  

reach ed  Columbus, th e n  th e  o u tp o s t  o f  s e t t le m e n t ,  on May 6 and Hedges 

u t i l i z e d  h i s  l a s t  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  s ta y  i n  a  h o te l  b e fo re  c ro s s in g  th e  

p l a i n s .  By May 11 , th e y  reached  th e  s t r u g g l in g  f r o n t i e r  s e t t le m e n t  o f 

K earney , and i t  was t h a t  day he re c o rd e d  f i r s t  e a t in g  b u f f a lo  m eat. 36 * 38

35• See J o u r n a l s , f r o n t  pages o f  1864 f o r  th e s e  l i s t e d  i t e m s .
3 6 . J o u r n a l s , A p r i l  2 0 , 1864.
37• James M. H am ilto n , From W ild e rn ess  t o  S ta te h o o d : A H is to ry  o f

M ontana, 1805 -  1900, M e r r i l l  G. B urlin g am e, e d . , ( P o r t la n d , O r e . : 
B in fo rd s  & M ort, 1 9 5 7 ), P . 277 .

38 . T h is  e n t i r e  acco u n t o f  Hedges w estw ard t r e k  i s  ta k e n  from  h is  
d e t a i le d  jo u r n a l  e n t r i e s ,  A p r i l  20 t o  J u ly  1 3 , 1864; no f u r th e r  
fo o tn o t in g  i n  t h i s  s e c t io n  w i l l  be th e r e f o r e  n e c e s s a ry .
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T ra v e l on May 15 and l 6 ,  p u t  them  in to  th e  sand h i l l s  r e g io n  w ith  

to u g h e r  t r a v e l l i n g ;  so on th e  l f t h ,  th e y  l ig h te n e d  t h e i r  lo a d  by 328 

pounds and p o ck e ted  $ 1 9 .6 8  from  th e  s a l e .  On th e  a f te rn o o n  o f  May 20, 

th e y  "passed  Ash H ollow , saw team s comming ( s i c )  on o p p o s ite  s id e  o f  

P l a t t e " .  They w ere i n  s ig h t  o f  th e  landm arks o f  Chimney Rock and C ourt 

House Rock d u r in g  th e  days o f  th e  2 1 s t and 22d, p a sse d  S c o t t s  B lu f f  on 

th e  23d , and camped on th e  n o r th  s id e  o f  th e  N orth  P l a t t e  R iv e r  o p p o s ite  

F o r t  L aram ie on May 2 5 . Hedges w alked s ix  m ile s  each  way to  v i s i t  th e  

F o r t  j u s t  t o  r e c e iv e  th e  d e je c t in g  news t h a t  th e r e  was no l e t t e r  w a itin g  

from  Edna. However, he d id  le a r n  t h a t  th e  M ajor commanding th e  p o s t 

was a  R oyal A rch Mason.

From F o r t  L aram ie th e y  co n tin u ed  t r a v e l l i n g  w est on th e  n o r th  

s id e  o f  th e  N orth  P l a t t e ,  b u t  th e y  were d e ta in e d  fo u r  h o u rs  on th e  

2 6 th  by a  f a l s e  a c c u s a t io n  and a r r e s t  f o r  ta k in g  s t r a y  c a t t l e .  They 

reach ed  P l a t t e  B ridge  S ta t io n  ( th e  s i t e  o f  p r e s e n t  C asp e r, Wyoming) 

on June 2 , and Hedges c ro s se d  th e  P l a t t e  by b r id g e  to  d e p o s i t  l e t t e r s  

f o r  Iow a. As th e y  c ro s se d  th e  Wyoming p l a i n s ,  more and more sm a ll t r a i n s  

banded to g e th e r  f o r  added p r o te c t io n  and by June 5 # he n o te d  "more team s 

came in  to d a y , our t r a i n  i s  over 100 /" w a g o n s / now." N o tw ith s ta n d in g  

t h e i r  d runken  g u id e , a  Frenchman named R o u leau , th e y  averag ed  20 to  25 

m ile s  on most d a y s . They reach ed  th e  Wind R iv e r ,  known as th e  B ig Horn 

R iv e r  n o r th  o f  th e  Wind R iv e r  canyon, on June 11 and c ro s s e d  i t  on 

Sunday, June 1 2 . The wagons were f e r r i e d ,  b u t  th e y  "swam" th e  h o rse s  and 

m u les . T hat ev en in g  on th e  o th e r  s id e ,  Hedges f o r  th e  f i r s t  tim e s in c e  

le a v in g  C o u n c il B lu f f s  n o ted  "P re ach in g  in  th e  even ing" and he added 

"good serm on".
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Moving northw ard  in t o  th e  B ig Horn B a s in , th e y  camped on th e  "Grey 

B u ll"  R iv e r  on June 15. The ro u te  th e y  were fo llo w in g  was a  new c u t - o f f  

w hich Jim  B rid g e r  was in  th e  p ro c e s s  o f  b la z in g .  And on th e  1 7 th , t h e i r  

t r a i n  le a rn e d  from  two o f  B r id g e r 1s men t h a t  th e  B r id g e r  t r a i n  was b u t 

12 m ile s  a h e a d . A p o r t io n  o f  h i s  jo u r n a l  e n t ry  f o r  June 23 , re a d : "went

up m ountain  and saw Y ellow stone  & ju n c t io n  o f  C la rk es  fo rk  w ith  i t  -  

w a te r c o o l & good -  good g r a s s " .

On th e  25t h ,  th e  jo u rn a l  c o n ta in s  two p o in t s  o f  s p e c ia l  i n t e r e s t ;  

f i r s t ,  th e y  o v e rto o k  J a c o b 's  t r a i n ,  and seco n d , h is  t r u e  lo v e  f o r  books 

and knowledge was shown by th e  f a c t  t h a t  he was re a d in g  R i t h a r d 1s Ex­

p o s i t i o n  on M asonry o u t th e r e  on th e  t r a i l .

N ear th e  end o f  th e  t r i p ,  t h e i r  wagon b roke  down. They reached  

th e  Y ellow stone  R iv e r  on J u ly  2 ,  and on J u ly  3 , he s a d ly  re c o rd e d :

Up b e fo re  3 & began th e  m elancholy  work o f  c le a n in g  
ou r wagon p r e p a r a to r y  to  le a v in g  i t  -  I  repacked  e v e ry th in g  
to  s u i t  a  man who was w i l l in g  to  c a r r y  ou r th in g s  & doub le  
team  -

Old wagon soon d isa p p e a re d  -  I t  a lm o st b ro u g h t t e a r s  
& made one f e e l  more l i k e  b e in g  hom esick th a n  a n y tn in g  
e l s e  -  N oth ing  can be g o t w ith o u t much t r o u b l e .

The n e x t day , Independence D ay, th e y  o v e rto o k  Jim  B rid g e r  and h is  

t r a i n  and t r a v e l l e d  w ith  them  th e  rem a in in g  d is ta n c e  t o  V ir g in ia  C ity .  

They a l s o  c ro s se d  th e  Y ellow stone  t h a t  day by f e r r y ,  w ith  th e  f e r r y  

charge o f  $ 2 . 5 0 .

On J u ly  7 , he re c o rd e d  "passed  th e  head w aters  o f  Y ellow stone 

u ndoub tab ly  th e  co n flu e n ce  o f  th e  S h ie ld s  R iv e r  w ith  th e  Y e llo w s to n e /

& s t r u c k  th o s e  o f  th e  G a l l a t i n " . By th e  9 th  th e  M adison R iv e r  was 

reach ed  and on J u ly  1 0 , he f i n a l l y  re c o rd e d :

S ta r te d  o u t a t  6 :3 0 /  t o  go up to  V ir g in ia  C ity
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e s tim a te d  15 m ile s ,  found i t  kO & much up h i l l  a t  t h a t  -  
g o t v e ry  t i r e d  b e fo re  I  g o t th ro u g h  -  reach ed  th e  c i t y  
ab o u t 2 g , g o t some lu n c h  . . . E v e ry th in g  going  on - 
a u c t io n s ,  goods s e l l i n g  ch eap er th a n  in  th e  s t a t e s  -  
found i t  much d i f f e r e n t  th a n  what I  ex p ec ted  -  no l e t t e r  - 
w alked b ack  6 m ile s  to  wagons -  p r e t t y  t i r e d  -

The n e x t day t h e i r  t r a i n  rum bled in to  V ir g in ia  C ity  and f i n a l l y  on th e

1 3 th  o f  J u ly ,  a  l e t t e r  reach ed  C o rn e liu s  from  h is  w ife .

On h i s  t h i r d  day a f t e r  a r r i v a l  a t  V ir g in ia  C ity ,  Hedges a tte n d e d

M asonic Lodge.^9 He was l a t e r  t o  w r i te  and d e s c r ib e  s i t u a t i o n  which he

found in  M ontana T e r r i t o r y  and a t  V ir g in ia  C ity  upon h i s  a r r i v a l :

I n  th e  e a r l y  o rg a n iz in g  h i s t o r y  o f  no s in g le  s t a t e  
i n  th e  U nion, were th e r e  such  ro u g h , d is c o rd a n t  e lem en ts  
b ro u g h t to g e th e r  as i n  th e  case  o f  M ontana, and to  re n d e r  
th e  s i t u a t i o n  s t i l l  w orse a lm o st th e  e n t i r e  p o p u la tio n  
was g a th e re d  in  a  few camps where th e  se n tim e n t o f  th e  
m a jo r i ty  r e p re s e n te d  th e  w hole.

T here was no re c o g n iz e d  c i r c u l a t i n g  medium b u t 
go ld  d u s t .  G reenbacks were a t  a  d is c o u n t ,  when re c e iv e d  
a t  a l l  t h e i r  o n ly  use  was f o r  th e  m erchan ts  to  send e a s t  
t o  p u rc h a se  goods. T here was no Sunday as d is t in g u is h e d  
from  th e  o th e r  days e x c e p t by in c re a s e d  gam bling and 
d i s s i p a t i o n .  The v e ry  ea se  w ith  w hich fo r tu n e s  were 
made in  th e  mines encouraged  r e c k le s s n e s s  in  sq u an d e rin g  
them  and ev e ry  s o r t  o f  d i s s ip a t io n  and c rim e .

I n  such a  d e v i l 's  h o t-b ed  were s c a t t e r e d  a  few 
seed s  o f  M asonry.

About th e  same tim e C o rn e liu s  was a r r iv in g  in  V ir g in ia  C ity ,  Edna 

and W il l ie  l e f t  Independence to  r e tu r n  to  M rs. H edges' g ir lh o o d  home a t  

S o u th in g to n , C o n n e c tic u t . T here th e y  rem ained  u n t i l  th e  s p r in g  o f  1867 , * 40

39- J o u r n a ls , J u ly  l 4 ,  1864. The Lodge he a t te n d e d  was e i t h e r
V ir g in ia  C i ty ,  # 4 3 , c h a r te re d  by th e  Grand Lodge o f  K ansas , o r 
M ontana, # 9 ; c h a r te re d  by  th e  Grand Lodge o f  C o lo rado ; see  R e p r in t 
P ro c e e d in g s , p .  3«

4 0 . C o rn e liu s  H edges, "E a rly  Masonry in  M on tana ," Rocky M ountain 
M agazine, Volume I ,  Ho. I  (1 9 0 0 ), p .  l 4 .
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w ith  C o rn e liu s  jo in in g  them  in  th e  l a t e  f a l l  o f  1 866 .^

M eanw hile, Hedges was go ing  th ro u g h  th e  a g o n iz in g , o f te n  h e a r t ­

b re a k in g ,  p ro c e s s  o f  p u t t in g  h im se lf  on a  s o l id  f i n a n c i a l  f o o t in g .  For 

th e  f i r s t  month and o n e - h a l f , he and H enry C la rk  worked f o r  wages s h o v e l­

in g  t a i l i n g s  and p ro v id in g  th e  "elbow  g re a s e "  f o r  some o f  th e  w in d la sse s  

in  H ighland  G ulch n e a r  Summit C ity ,  j u s t  above V ir g in ia  C ity .  T h e ir  

i n i t i a l  wages were $ 5 .0 0  p e r  d a y . O n  J u ly  20 , he commented " th e  sw eat 

r o l l e d  o f f ,  my hands soon b l i s t e r e d  - I t  seemed as though  I  could  n o t lo n g  

h o ld  o u t - somehow su rv iv e d  . . . H a rd e s t d a y 's  work I  e v e r  d id " .  By 

th e  22d , he co n fid e d  " le a rn e d  to  s l i g h t  my work some, f in d  t h a t  no one 

e l s e  w i l l  do th e  work a t  th e  wages . . . w r i s t s  lame and sw o lle n " .

On J u ly  28 , t h e i r  su g a r gave o u t and th e y  went w ith o u t ,  th u s  by A ugust 

2 , th e y  were l i v in g  on b e e f  s te a k ,  b re a d , and b u t t e r . ^  I n  th e  en su in g  

t im e , Tim W ilcox w anted to  t r a d e  t h e i r  team  f o r  a  ran ch  and had found a 

chance f o r  such  a  t r a d e . H enry and C o rn e liu s  were a t  f i r s t  opposed, b u t 

th e y  f i n a l l y  allow ed  him  to  s e l l  th e  m ules and h a rn e s s  f o r  n o t l e s s  th a n  

$275 and th e n  d iv id e  th e  money. Tim succeeded  in  s e l l i n g  them  f o r  $300, 

and on A ugust 10 and 11 , th e y  d iv id e d  communal p ro p e r ty  and p a id  j o i n t  

b i l l s . "So we s e p a ra te d  a m ic a b ly ,"  w ro te  Hedges on th e  1 1 th , " a t  T im 's 

s o le  r e q u e s t  -  Hope he w i l l  do w e l l " .^  The s e p a ra t io n  was o f  b u s in e s s  

i n t e r e s t s  o n ly , f o r  Tim, to o ,  moved n e a r  H elena in  1865 , and th e  f r ie n d s h ip  4 * * * 45

4 l .  L if e  o f  W yllys A. H edges.
k2.  See J o u r n a l s , e n t r i e s  from  J u ly  16 t o  A ugust 31# 186U.
U3. I b i d . , J u ly  20 and 22 , 1864.
44„ I b i d . , J u ly  28 and A ugust 2 , 1864.
4 5 . I b id y , J u ly  31 and A ugust I ,  5 , 6 , 9 , 1 0 , and 11 , 1864.
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o f  th e  W ilc o x 's  and H edges' c o n tin u ed  f o r  y e a r s .

B oth h i s  lu c k  and mood ra n  in  s t r e a k s . On A ugust 2 0 , he w rote 

"Saw many o f  ou r fe l lo w  t r a v e l l e r s  - v e ry  few have a c te d  w is e ly  o r  have 

done as w e ll  as we h a v e " . But by th e  2 4 th , w ith  a  p ro s p e c t  o f  a  r e d u c t io n  

in  w ages, he was co n te m p la tin g  r e tu r n in g  home. He reaso n ed  " I t  looks 

more & more d is c o u ra g in g  -  c la im s w orking o u t -  hands d isc h a rg e d  -  p i l ­

g rim s coming -  p r i c e s  go in g  up & wages coming down -  w e ' l l  s e e " . p or 

th e  sake o f  th e  fu tu r e  o f  M ontana, i t s  ex tre m e ly  f o r tu n a te  t h a t  h is  lu c k  

to o k  an u p tu rn .

On Septem ber I ,  th e y  f i n a l l y  were a b le  to  buy a  c la im . They (He, 

H enry, and two fe llo w s  by  th e  name o f  John and W hit) bough t in to  C laim  #66  

in  H ighland  G ulch , com plete  w ith  c a b in , t o o l s ,  b o x es , and a  s e t  o f  go ld  

s c a l e s .  The 2d was s p e n t moving t h e i r  e f f e c t s  from  t h e i r  t e n t  to  th e  

c a b in ; and on S e p t.  3 , he w ro te  "we a l l  went t o  work on ou r c la im  - 

s t r ip p i n g  f o r  a  p i t  -  to o k  tu r n s  w ith  w heelbarrow  - Did a  h a rd  days work, 

b u t  en joyed  b e in g  my own m a s te r ."  On th e  c u l t u r a l  s id e ,  he n o ted  th a t  

day t h a t  he had re a d  The M ontana P o s t f o r  th e  f i r s t  t im e .^

The a c q u i s i t i o n ,  how ever, o f  a  c la im  was n o t th e  magic answ er to

s u c c e s s ;  th e  t o t a l  ru n  from  t h e i r  p i t  was o n ly  $ 6 0 . 60 , and o f  t h a t ,  $ 33*85

came o u t o f  one d a y 's  ru n .  Thus by Septem ber 14 , th e y  w ere b ack  to  w orking 

48f o r  w ages. On th e  1 7 th , th e y  to o k  up a  new c la im , and w ith  renewed hope 

s e n t  one o f  t h e i r  num ber, D ave, to  jo in  in  on th e  Y ellow stone  go ld  ru s h .  46 47 48

4 6 . I b i d . , A ugust 20 , 23 , and 24 , 1864.
4 7 . I b i d . , Septem ber I  to  3 , 1864.
4 8 . Ib id _ ., Septem ber 1 3 , l 4 ,  1864
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By O ctober I ,  he was b ack  w ith  th e  d is c o u ra g in g  news o f  a  f a l s e  a la rm .

And th e  n e x t day , Hedges r e l a t e d  " tra d e d  my p i s t o l  to  Dave f o r  h is  sh a re  

o f  th e  pony . . . t r a d e d  one ru b b e r  b la n k e t  f o r  h is  bake oven -  Dave i s  

go in g  home.

H is lu c k  c o n tin u ed  to  ru n  i n  s t r e a k s , on O ctober 1 9 , he tra d e d  h i s  

g o ld  w atch f o r  a  $27  lum ber b i l l ,  b u t  th e  v e ry  n e x t day th e y  had t h e i r  b e s t  

ru n  y e t ,  c le a n in g  up $ 51 . 3 0 . And by November 9 , th e y  had c o n tra c te d  f o r  

y e t  a n o th e r  c la im  a t  $ 750 , p ay ab le  in  m onth ly  in s ta l lm e n ts  as  i t  came o u t 

o f  th e  g round .

In  s p i t e  o f  th e  lo n g , h ard  days o f  t o i l ,  th e r e  was d iv e r s io n ,  and 

o c c a s io n a l ly  a  few b r ig h t  s p o ts .  On O ctober 22 , b ecause  th e  d i t c h  b roke 

and he cou ld  n o t w ork, Hedges went to  town to  h e a r  Samuel McLean and 

W ilbur F . S anders  d e b a te .  Even though  s t i l l  a  D em ocrat, Hedges con fided  

"L iked S anders  b e s t ,  a lm o st p ersu ad ed  to  v o te  f o r  him."^  As i t  tu rn e d  

o u t ,  he d id  n o t th e  f i r s t  t i m e , b u t t h a t  day d id  b e g in  a  l i f e - l o n g  

f r ie n d s h ip  w hich ended o n ly  w ith  S a n d e rs ' d e a th  in  J u ly ,  1905.

One o f  th e  h a p p ie s t  days o f  th e  y e a r  f o r  C o rn e liu s  was November 22 , 

when he r e c e iv e d  news o f  th e  b i r t h  o f  a n o th e r  son on O ctober 28 , a t  

S o u th in g to n , C onn ., and h i s  re sp o n se  was "How th a n k fu l  f o r  such  good new s."  

The new -born was named Henry H ig h lan d , b ecau se  Hedges was th e n  w orking in  

H igh land  G u lc h .^3

Problem s c o n tin u e d , in  mid-Decem ber, due to  d is p u te s  o v e r w ate r 49 50 51 52 *

4 9 . I b i d . ,  Septem ber 17 and 2 1 , and O ctober I  and 2 , l 8A .
50. I b i d . ,  O ctober 19 and 2 0 , and November 9> 1864.
51 . I b i d . , O ctober 2 2 , 1864.
52 . I b i d . , O ctober 2 4 , 1864.
53» L i f e  o f  W yllys A. H edges, and J o u r n a l s , November 22 , 1864.
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r i g h t s  and s id e  d i t c h e s ,  cou ld  n o t g e t  th e  n e c e s s a ry  w a te r  to  work t h e i r  

c la im .5^ But to  o f f - s e t  t h a t ,  " la d y  lu c k "  sm iled  in  tim e to  g iv e  them  an 

e a r ly  C hris tm as p r e s e n t  — th r e e  days o f  good ru n . On th e  22d, th e y  to o k  

o u t $ 98 , w ith  one n u gget w orth  $ 1 1 . 10 , th e y  c lean ed  up $ 30 .85  on th e  23d , 

and j u s t  $ 2 2 .5 0  on th e  2 4 th . H is f i r s t  C h ris tm as day in  M ontana was 

marked by a  v i s i t  from  Tim W ilco x .^^

I n  J a n u a ry , 1865 , C o rn e liu s  Hedges moved on o v er t o  L a s t Chance 

G ulch and th e  in f a n t  s e t t le m e n t  c a l le d  H elena  C ity ,  a r r iv i n g  in  town on 

Jan u a ry  1 6 . ^  Thus he to o k  up re s id e n c y  in  a  town he was to  c a l l  home f o r  

more th a n  42 y e a r s . The town grew to  be th e  c a p i t a l  c i t y  and i t  a ls o  grew 

to  a p p r e c ia te  C o rn e liu s  Hedges and h i s  u n s e l f i s h  c o n t r ib u t io n s  to  i t s  

developm en t. Soon a f t e r  a r r i v a l ,  he " s tu c k  o u t h i s  s h in g le ,"  and opened 

a  law  p r a c t i c e  w ith  a  l i b r a r y  c o n ta in in g  o n ly  one book, E verybody ' s

L aw yer, so he was to  l a t e r  t e l l  h is  fo rm er townsmen a t  Independence ,

57Iow a. He was ad m itte d  t o  th e  Montana B ar by  th e  M ontana T e r r i t o r i a l  

Supreme C ourt in  1865 , ^  and in  th e  same y e a r  began s e rv in g  h i s  f i r s t  

te rm  a s  U .S . A t t o r n e y . I n  1875 , C o rn e liu s  commented on an acco u n t o f  

h i s  f i r s t  case  i n  H elena:

The f i r s t  law  s u i t  in  H e len a , b e fo re  S q u ire  M ile s  
was an a c t io n  o f  f o r c ib l e  e n t ry  and d e ta in e r  o ver a  jumped 
town l o t ,  i n  w hich M essrs . W arren / T oole and C o rn e l iu s /  * 55 * * * 59

54. J o u r n a ls , December 12 to  18 , 1864.
55- I b i d . , December 22 to  2 5 , 1864.
5 6 . I b i d . , Jan u a ry  16 , 1891 . T h is  e n t r y  i s  in  th e  form  o f  an a n n iv e r ­

s a ry  re m in isc e n c e ; he rem arked "How changed!"
57» Independence (low a) C o n s e rv a tiv e , November 9 , 1866.
5 8 . M ichae l A. L eeso n , H is to ry  o f  M ontana (C hicago: W arner, B eers and 

Company, 1885 ) ,  p .  321.
59- The H elena In d e p e n d e n t, A p r i l  2 9 , 1907 .
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Hedges were th e  a t t o m i e s ,  and as th e  J u s t i c e  re s e rv e d  
h i s  d e c i s io n ,  n o t b e in g  v e ry  c l e a r  e i t h e r  as to  th e  
law  o r  th e  f a c t s , th e  l o t  in  th e  m eantim e, by a  s o r t  o f  
a  com prom ise, was s o ld  f o r  th e  b e n e f i t  o f  th e  a t t o r n e y s . ° °

Hedges a l s o  worked a  m ining  c la im  in  th e  summer o f  1865 to  su p p le ­

ment h i s  law  incom e. I t  was lo c a te d  in  th e  Mount Hope Lode on th e  e a s t  

s id e  o f  G r iz z le y  G u lch .^

D uring  1865 , Hedges a l s o  became c h i e f ly  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  o rg a n iz ­

in g  a  M asonic Lodge under d is p e n s a t io n ,  w ith  th e  a b le  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  Mark 

A. M oore. I t  was o n ly  th e  t h i r d  M asonic Lodge o rg an iz ed  in  M ontana, and 

i t  was c h a r te re d  by th e  Grand Lodge o f  C olorado  as H elena C ity  Lodge 

No. 10 in  th e  same y e a r .  "The in e s t im a b le  C o rn e liu s  H edges,"  as W illiam  

C. Cam pbell r e f e r r e d  to  him , was chosen  W o rsh ip fu l M aster upon o rg a n iz a ­

t i o n  and a g a in  a t  th e  e l e c t i o n  in  Decem ber, 1865 , he was e le c te d  to  

s e rv e  a n o th e r  y e a r  a s  M aster o f  h i s  Lodge.

On Ja n u a ry  24 , 1866, C o rn e liu s  Hedges was among I 9 M aste r Masons 

r e p r e s e n t in g  V ir g in ia  C ity  Lodge # 4 3 , M ontana Lodge # 9 , and H elena C ity  

Lodge # 1 0 , who met i n  V ir g in ia  C ity  to  form  th e  Grand Lodge o f  M ontana, 

A .F . & A.M. A f te r  two days o f  w r i t in g  th e  By-Laws, R u les o f  O rd er, and 

S ta n d in g  R e s o lu t io n s ,  o f f i c e r s  o f  th e  new Grand Lodge w ere e le c te d  and 60 61 62

6 0 . C o rn e liu s  H edges, " H is to r ic a l  A d d re s s ,"  C o n tr ib u t io n s , I I ,  p .  111.
61 . My docum entary  su p p o r t f o r  t h i s  s ta te m e n t i s  a  MS C e r t i f i c a t e  o f  

C laim  is s u e d  to  C o rn e liu s  Hedges by  H.H. H ard in g , County R eco rd e r, 
E d g erto n  (now Lewis and C la rk )  C ounty , T e r r i to r y  o f  M ontana on June 10 , 
1865 . The o r i g i n a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  i s  i n  th e  MSS c o l l e c t io n s  o f  th e  
M ontana H i s t o r i c a l  S o c ie ty  L ib r a r y , H e len a , M ontana.

62. W illiam  C. C am pbell, From th e  Q u a rr ie s  o f  L a s t Chance Gulch 
(H elena: P r iv a t e ly  P r in te d ,  1 9 5 1 ), p p . 14 -1 5 .
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Hedges was e le c te d  to  th e  p o s i t i o n  o f  R.W. S e n io r  Grand W arden.^3 was 

o f  t h i s  o r g a n iz a t io n  t h a t  R o b e rt M o rr is , p o e t  l a u r e a te  o f  M asonry and 

fo u n d er o f  th e  O rder o f  E a s te rn  S t a r ,  was to  comment in  H elena in  1887 :

T hat he remembered v e ry  d i s t i n c t l y  th e  e s t a b l i s h ­
ment o f  th e  Grand Lodge o f  M ontana in  1866, f o r  i t  e x c i te d  
a t  th e  tim e much i n t e r e s t  among th e  f r a t e r n i t y  in  th e  
S t a t e s . So l i t t l e  was known o f  t h i s  d i s t a n t  T e r r i t o r y ,  o n ly  
reach ed  by lo n g  and p a in f u l  p ilg r im a g e s  by wagon o r  s ta g e ­
co ach , t h a t  we shou ld  n o t have been  much more s u rp r is e d  to  
h e a r  o f  th e  o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  a  Grand Lodge a t  th e  N orth  
P o le  th a n  h e r e .

I n  Ju n e , 1866, C o rn e liu s  Hedges was among th e  members o f  th e  

H elena B ar s ig n in g  a  r e q u e s t  f o r  p e rm is s io n  from  T e r r i t o r i a l  Supreme 

C ourt J u s t i c e  L .E . Munson to  p u b l i s h  th e  June 4 d e c is io n  up h o ld in g  a 

m otion  to  d is s o lv e  th e  most r e c e n t  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s io n  and d e c la re  t h e i r  

l e g i s l a t i o n  n u l l  and v o id .  The p e rm is s io n  f o r  p u b l i c a t io n  was ad d ressed  

to  W. Chum asero, C. Hedges and o th e r  members o f  th e  H elena B a r , l̂  

i n d i c a t in g  t h a t  Hedges was q u i te  in s tru m e n ta l  in  making th e  r e q u e s t  and 

c e r t a i n l y  t h a t  Hedges was opposed to  t h a t  1866 s e s s io n  o f  th e  s o - c a l le d  

L e g i s l a tu r e .

I n  th e  f a l l  o f  1866, Hedges made h i s  f i r s t  t r i p  home from  M ontana. 

T h is  was n o t th e  r e tu r n  o f  th e  v anqu ished  b u t r a th e r  a  t r i p  to  e s c o r t  

h i s  fa m ily  b ack  to  h i s  adop ted  home in  M ontana. By e a r ly  November, he 

reac h ed  h i s  o ld  home town o f  In d ependence , Iow a. The Independence 

C o n se rv a tiv e  rem arked "Mr. H lo o k s  v e ry  ru g g e d , and we a re  im pressed  

w ith  th e  id e a  t h a t  he has succeeded  in  accu m u la tin g  a  good amount o f 63 64 65

6 3 . R e p r in t  P ro c e e d in g s , p p . 3 -2 1 .
64. P ro c e e d in g s . 23d Com m unication, 1887 , p .  12
6 5 . The M ontana R a d ia to r  (H e le n a ), June $ , 1866.
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' t h i s  w o r l d 's . '  By m id-m onth he had l e f t  Independence f o r  th e  e a s t  and

soon was r e u n i te d  w ith  h i s  fa m ily , E dna, W i l l i e ,  and H enry, i n  S o u th in g to n , 

C o n n e c tic u t . The w in te r  was sp e n t v i s i t i n g  r e l a t i v e s  and f r ie n d s  b o th  

a t  S o u th in g to n  and a t  W e s tf ie ld ,  M a ssa c h u se tts§7 A gain W i l l 's  boyhood 

r e c o l l e c t io n s  o f  h i s  f a t h e r 's  r e tu r n  w ere q u i te  v iv id :

I t  i s  n e e d le s s  t o  say  t h a t  U ly sse s  r e tu r n in g  from  
h i s  w anderings was no more a  h e ro ,  th a n  was f a th e r  to  
my young im a g in a t io n . The go ld  n u g g e ts  he a c t u a l l y  p r o ­
duced from  a  b u c k sk in  b ag , a s su re d  me t h a t  he in  v e ry  
t r u t h  had found and "cached" th e  "go lden  f le e c e "  some­
where among th e s e  m o u n ta in s . The genu ine  In d ia n  bow 
& a rro w s , th e  fo rm er covered  w ith  th e  s k in  o f  a  bad 
r a t t l e s n a k e ,  and th e  l a t t e r  from  a  f u l l  b u f f a lo  s k in  
" q u iv e r"  and which I  had shown to  e v e ry  boy in  town b e ­
fo re  noon o f  th e  n e x t day a f t e r  r e c e i p t ,  convinced  me o f  
h i s  p h y s ic a l  p row ess and I  f e l t  s u re  t h a t  i t  cou ld  be no 
uncommon th in g  f o r  such  an ( s i c )  one to  k i l l  a  few b e a r  
and b u f f a lo  f o r  b r e a k f a s t  m ost any day ; and t h a t  w ith o u t 
do u b t a  few In d ia n  s c a lp s  were l a i d  away in  th e  b o tto m  o f  
h is g g g r ip "  to  be e x h ib i te d  to  th e  " n a t iv e s " a  l i t t l e  l a t e r  
on .

I n  M arch, IdG1J,  th e  Hedges fa m ily  moved w est accom panied by M rs. 

Tim othy W ilcox and h e r  d a u g h te r  C la ra ,  and by A p r i l  4 ,  th e y  were in  I n ­

dependence, Iow a. On A p r i l  6 , th e y  le a rn e d  th e  r i v e r  was open and r e l a ­

t i v e l y  f r e e  o f  i c e .  Thus th e  H edges, th e  W ilco x es, and now M rs. Henry 

H. C la rk  and h e r  two c h i ld r e n ,  James and Jen n y , l e f t  Independence by t r a i n

f o r  C o u n c il B lu f f s  on A p r i l  8 . They a r r iv e d  in  C o u n c il B lu f f s  on th e
6q

fo llo w in g  d ay , t r a v e l in g  v i a  Cedar R a p id s , Boone, and W oodbine.

T h e ir  r iv e r - s te a m e r ,  th e  "W averly", a r r iv e d  on A p r i l  10 , and th e y  66 67 68 69

6 6 . Independence (low a) C o n s e rv a tiv e , November 9 , 1866.
6 7 . L i f e  o f  W yllys A. H edges.
6 8 . L i f e  o f  W yllys A. H edges.
6 9 . L if e  o f  W yllys A. H edges, and J o u r n a ls , A p r i l  h t o  9 , 1867 .
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boarded  even though  a l l  t h e i r  baggage had n o t a r r iv e d  on th e  lo a d in g  

dock . The s team er f i n a l l y  g o t under way l a t e  on th e  I l t h  and t r a v e le d  

7 m ile s  t h a t  f i r s t  day . A f te r  b e in g  h e ld  up by ic e  jambs in  th e  M is­

s o u r i  on A p r i l  12 and 13 , th e y  reached  F o r t  R a n d a ll,  D akota T e r r i to r y ,  on 

th e  22d and F o r t  S u l ly  on th e  2 4 th . On May 9, th e y  docked a t  F o r t  

B e rth o ld  and th e y  reach ed  th e  mouth o f  th e  Y ellow stone and F o r t  Union by 

th e  l 4 t h .  Hedges no ted  in  h i s  jo u rn a l  t h a t  la rg e  h e rd s  o f  b is o n ,  

num bering in to  th e  th o u sa n d s , were in  s ig h t  on th e  l 6t h ,  17t h ,  l 8 t h  and 

1 9 th  o f  May, and t h a t  on th e  l 8 t h ,  th e y  ra n  over 5 b is o n ,  b u t  th e y  a l l  

s u rv iv e d . The mouth o f  th e  "Muscle S h e l l"  R iv e r  was p a sse d  by th e  

"W averly" on May 21 , and th e y  f i n a l l y  docked on th e  le v e e  a t  F o r t  Benton 

on May 2 5 .^ °

On th e  t h i r d  day o u t ,  A p r i l  l 4 ,  Henry was p la y in g  and broke h is  

le g .  By o v e r ta k in g  th e  "W alter B. Dance" j u s t  ahead o f  them , th e y  ob­

ta in e d  th e  s u r g ic a l  s e r v ic e s  o f  James S tu a r t  to  s e t  th e  le g .  Thus H e n ry 's  

b roken  le g  became th e  p o in t  o f  m ajor co n ce rn  f o r  C o rn e liu s  f o r  th e  e n t i r e  

t r i p . W ill remembers t h a t  "At a l l  P o s ts  where th e r e  was a  su rg eo n , h is  

s e r v ic e s  were c a l le d  on to  d re s s  H e n ry 's  b roken  lim b , w hich mended r a p id ly ,  

and u l t im a te ly  became q u i te  w e ll .

At B en ton , M rs. W ilcox and C la ra  l e f t  im m ed ia te ly  by  s ta g e  fo r  

H elen a . However, b ecau se  M rs. C la rk  was b a d ly  a f f e c te d  w ith  rheum atism , 

Hedges h i r e d  Jo h n n ie  Leach and h is  two wagons to  convey th e  p a r ty  w ith  70 71

70 . J o u r n a ls , A p r i l  10 to  May 2 5 , 1867 .
7 1 . L ife  o f  W yllys A. H edges, and J o u r n a ls , A p r i l  l 4 ,  17 , 22 , and 24 , 

and May 9- 1867 .
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t h e i r  baggage to  H elena f o r  $70 . They d e p a r te d  on May 2 6 J 2 They "en ­

co u n te red  th e  'u s u a l  r a i n y ' season  which was such a t e r r o r  in  th o se  e a r ly  

d a y s . The D earborn  was v e ry  h ig h ; and wagon boxes had to  be r a is e d  up in  

o rd e r  t h a t  th e  s ic k  and ou r goods m ight n o t g e t  w e t ,"73 ac c o rd in g  to  W ill .  

T h e ir  ro u te  c a r r i e d  them th ro u g h  Wolf C reek Canyon on K ing & G i l l e t t e 's  

Road, and p a s t  Malcolm C la r k e 's  ran ch  in  th e  P r ic k ly  P e a r  V a lle y , re a c h in g
Yli

H elena  on June I .  1

I t  was th e n  tim e a g a in  to  g e t s e t t l e d .  On June 10, Hedges le a se d  

h i s  o ld  law  o f f i c e  f o r  a  p e r io d  end ing  Jan u ary  I ,  1868, f o r  $125 in  

b an k ab le  g o ld  d u s t .  And on th e  1 1 th , he moved h i s  fa m ily  in to  a sm all 

house on J o l i e t  S t r e e t ,  from  Ten M ile where th e y  had been  s ta y in g  w ith  

Widow D urgus u n t i l  th e  te n a n t  v a c a te d  th e  h o u se .^  The fa m ily  moved 

a g a in  when C o rn e liu s  p u rch ased  th e  h o u se , f u r n i t u r e  and books o f  J .  E . 

V in to n  on J u ly  22 , 1867 . ^

I n  1867 , Hedges jo in e d  in  a  law  p a r tn e r s h ip  w ith  R o b e rt Lawrence 

and L.M. B urson; t h e i r  o f f i c e s  were on Broad S t r e e t ,  n e a r  th e  P o s t O f f ic e ,  

and t h e i r  p r o f e s s io n a l  a d v e r tis e m e n t b o a s te d  "W ill p r a c t i c e  in  a l l  th e  

C ourts  o f  th e  T e r r i t o r y . F r o m  th e  to n e  o f  h is  jo u r n a l  e n t r i e s ,  a l l  o f  

h i s  tim e a f t e r  r e tu r n in g  w est in  Ju n e , 1867 , was sp e n t f o r  th e  n ex t y e a r  

in  l e g a l  p r a c t i c e . He was s t i l l  U .S . A tto rn e y , on O ctober I ,  1867 , when 

he s e n t  a  b i l l  o f  $175 to  th e  S e c re ta ry  o f  I n t e r i o r  f o r  s e rv ic e s  ren d ered  72 * * * 76 *

7 2 . L i f e  o f  W yllys A. H edges, and J o u r n a ls , May 26 and Ju n e  I ,  1867 .
73« L ife  o f  W yllys A. H edges.
rJk. L ife  o f  W yllys A. H edges, and J o u r n a ls , June I ,  1867 .
75• L i f e  o f  W yllys A. H edges, and J o u r n a ls , June 10 and 11 , 1867 .
7 6 . J o u r n a ls , June I 9 and J u ly  22 , 1867 .
77• The H elena H e ra ld , J u ly  31, 1867 .
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as U .S . A tto rn e y  as  w e ll  as p ay in g  $25 to  renew  h is  "Law L ic e n s e ."7®

The b i r t h  o f  Emma M arion was re c o rd e d  on Septem ber 19 , and as a lw ay s , 

i t  se rv ed  as a  so u rce  o f  p r id e  and h a p p in e ss  to  th e  e n t i r e  family.^9

A nother o f f i c e  o f  p u b lic  t r u s t  was accorded  Hedges on F eb ru ary  7 , 

1868 , when he was a p p o in te d  U .S . C om m issioner. On th e  1 0 th , he to o k  th e  

o a th  o f  o f f i c e  and f i l e d  h i s  com m ission w ith  th e  C le rk  o f  th e  D i s t r i c t  

C o u r t. However, h is  f i r s t  a c t io n  as U .S . Comm issioner was n o t perform ed 

u n t i l  March 31 , when he is s u e d  a  w a rra n t a g a in s t  W.H. G e rn h a rt f o r  s e l l i n g  

l iq u o r  to  th e  In d ia n s  on th e  l i t t l e  B la c k fo o t

The ite m  o f  a home a g a in  became im p o rta n t to  th e  Hedges fa m ily , when 

C o rn e liu s  sp e n t m ost o f  June 10 making p r e p a r a t io n s  to  b u i l d ,  which i n ­

c luded  draw ing p la n s  and making e s t im a te s .  T hat even ing  he no ted  "m at­

e r i a l s  ch eap er th a n  I  ex p ec ted  a l l  b u t  lu m b er."  The b u i ld in g  p ro g re s se d  

th ro u g h  summer in to  e a r ly  f a l l ,  th e n  on November 4 , th e  grow ing Hedges 

fa m ily  moved in to  th e  new home on Broad S t r e e t ,  o r Broadway. "Most t i r e d  

to  d e a th ,"  reco rd ed  H edges, "go t th e  beds up & n o th in g  e l s e  - p a in t  n o t 

done n o r d ry .  "®-*-

To add to  Hedges v e ry  crowded s c h e d u le , on J u ly  10 , he was p r e ­

v a i le d  upon by Rev. A.M. Hough to  become a  t r u s t e e  o f  th e  M eth o d ist 

8?E p isc o p a l C hurch.

One can n o t f u l l y  a p p re c ia te  th e  a c t i v i t y  and in f lu e n c e  o f  C o rn e liu s  78 * 80 81 82

7 8 . J o u r n a ls , O ctober I ,  1867 .
79« I b i d . ,  Septem ber 1 9 , 1867 .
80 . I b i d . , F eb ru a ry  7 and 10 , and March 3 1 > 1868.
81 . I b i d . ,  June 10 and November 4 , 1868.
82 . I b i d . , J u ly  10 , 1868.
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Hedges in  H elena u n t i l  he r e a l i z e s  th e  sch ed u le  t h a t  Hedges m a in ta in e d .

I  have chosen  th e  week o f  J u ly  13 to  19 , 1868, as a f a i r l y  t y p i c a l  week 

in  h i s  l i f e .  Through th e  y e a r s , th e  s p e c i f i c  a c t i v i t i e s  m ight change 

b u t  r a r e l y  th e  freq u en cy  o f  o c c u rre n c e . On Monday n ig h t ,  he a tte n d e d  

C o u n c il m eeting  o f  York R i te  M asonry, and on T uesday , he t r i e d  to  a t te n d  

a  m eeting  o f  th e  New England S o c ie ty ,  b u t th e  Judge had preem pted th e  

c o u r t  house f o r  th e  e v e n in g . He and Edna a t te n d e d  Good Tem plars on 

Wednesday. T hu rsday , he a t te n d e d  b o th  h i s  C hap ter o f  R oyal Arch Masons 

and a  R ep u b lican  cau c u s, b u t  in  do ing  so m issed  a m eeting  o f  th e  New 

England S o c ie ty .  The m eeting  o f  th e  Board o f  T ru s te e s  o f  th e  M ethod ist 

Church occup ied  h is  tim e on F r id a y  e v e n in g . S a tu rd a y  ev en in g  he ag a in  

d id  doub le  d u ty  by a t te n d in g  b o th  H elena M asonic Lodge #3  and th e  Repub­

l i c a n  County C onven tion , where he was nom inated f o r  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  

Sunday, as  was h i s  custom , he a t te n d e d  two s e r v ic e s ,  m orning and ev en in g , 

w ith  th e  fa m ily  and sp e n t th e  rem ain d er o f  th e  day r e a d in g .  F in a l ly  on 

J u ly  30, t h i s  t e r s e  e n t ry  ap p ea rs  in  h is  jo u r n a l ,  "Spent th e  even ing  a t  

home - -  my w ife  th in k s  i t  a  r a r e  t h i n g . "^3

I n  A u g u st, Hedges was e le c te d  th e  C h ie f o f  th e  Good T em plars , a 

tem perance movement, and h e ld  th e  o f f i c e  u n t i l  Jan u ary  20 , 1869 , when 

due to  some s o r t  o f  a  c o n f l i c t ,  he "w ith  s e v e r a l  o th e rs  w ithdrew  from  

th e  Good T em p la rs ."  He, o f  c o u rs e , r e s ig n e d  as C h ie f and reco rd ed  in  h is  

jo u r n a l  " th e re  was c o n s id e ra b le  f e e l in g  & some im proper la n g u ag e , b u t I  

am n o t s o r ry  f o r  what I  d id  & s a id . "  T here i s  no in d i c a t io n  o f  th e  e x a c t 83

8 3 . J o u r n a ls , J u ly  13 to  19, and 30, 1868.



27

n a tu re  o f  th e  d i s p u te .  A lthough  W ill l a t e r  jo in e d ,  C o rn e liu s  n ev er r e ­

tu rn e d  to  a  Good Tem plars m ee tin g . On Ja n u a ry  23 , Hedges re c e iv e d  a  go ld  

ch a in  and s e a l  in  a p p r e c ia t io n  from  th e  seced in g  Good Tem plars 

Y ears o f  A ccom plishm ent and C o n tr ib u t io n , 1868-1900 

On November 20 , 1868, C o rn e liu s  Hedges began a la b o r  o f  lo v e  t h a t  

was to  l a s t  th e  rem a in d e r o f  h i s  l i f e .  On t h a t  e v e n in g , he was chosen 

Chairman o f  a  com m ittee to  s o l i c i t  s u b s c r ip t io n s  and a l s o  d r a f t  a  con ­

s t i t u t i o n  f o r  th e  H elena L ib ra ry  A s s o c ia t io n .  At i t s  o r g a n iz a t io n a l  

m e e tin g , December 5 , he was chosen V ic e -p re s id e n t  and ab o u t one y ea r 

l a t e r  he was e le c te d  P r e s i d e n t S p e a k i n g  o f  h i s  f a t h e r 's  l i f e - l o n g  

i n t e r e s t  in  th e  L ib ra ry ,  W ill r e f e r r e d  to  th e  H elena P u b lic  L ib ra ry  as a :

Monument to  Judge H edges1 i n t e r e s t  in  th e  ed u ca ­
t i o n a l  and s u b s t a n t i a l  m a tte r s  c o n ce rn in g  H elena , which 
he w anted to  become a c i t y  o f  hom es, w ith  c i t i z e n s  o f  
th e  m ost d e s i r e a b le  and s u b s t a n t i a l  c h a r a c te r

The g r e a t e s t  t r i b u t e  p a id  Hedges w ith  r e s p e c t  to  th e  L ib r a r y ,  i n  my

e s t im a t io n ,  was a  s i l e n t  t r i b u t e . On th e  day o f  h i s  f u n e r a l , o u t o f

r e s p e c t  to  i t s  fo u n d e r , th e  e n t i r e  H elena P u b lic  L ib ra ry  was c lo sed  from

noon to  6 p.m.®^

F or some re a s o n , u n ex p la in ed  in  h i s  jo u r n a l ,  Hedges d e c l in e d  th e  

n o m in a tio n  as P ro b a te  Judge a t  th e  R ep u b lican  County C onven tion  on 84 85 86 87

8 4 . J o u r n a ls , A ugust 5 , 1868, and Ja n u a ry  20 and 2 3 , 1869 . F or f u r th e r  
in fo rm a tio n  co n ce rn in g  th e  Good T em p lars , see  H am ilto n , op. c i t . ,
PP• 513-514.

8 5 . J o u r n a ls , November 20 and December 9 , 1868, and December 1 8 , 1869 , 
and Tom S to u t ,  M ontana, I t s  S to ry  and B io g rap h y : A H is to ry  o f 
A b o r ig in a l  and T e r r i t o r i a l  and Montana and T hree D ecades o f~ S ta tehood  
(C hicago and New York: The Am erican H i s to r i c a l  S o c ie ty ,  1921 ) ,  p .  757.

8 6 . W. A. H edges, "C o rn e liu s  H edges,"  C o n tr ib u t io n s , V I I ,  p .  188.
8 7 . The H elena In d e p e n d e n t, A p r i l  2 9 , 1907 .
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June 19,  1 8 6 9 .88 89 90 91

The summer o f  1869  b ro u g h t unexpec ted  p le a s u re  in to  C o rn e l iu s ' 

l i f e  in  th e  form  o f  a  s u r p r i s e  v i s i t  from  h is  dad , D ennis H edges. The 

e ld e r  Hedges a r r iv e d  in  H elena on J u ly  2 4 , and when he l e f t  to  s t a r t  home 

on A ugust 1 1 , C o rn e l iu s ,  seem ing ly  g r a t e f u l l y  and a d m ir in g ly , e n te re d  in  

h i s  jo u rn a l  " I t  seemed l i k e  a  d re a m ."8^

One o f  th e  f i r s t  e n t r i e s  Hedges made in  jo u rn a l  f o r  1870 was " I  am 

go ing  to  t r y  to  do more th in k in g  t h i s  y e a r . "9° i n  l i g h t  o f  th e  i n ­

f l u e n t i a l  su g g e s tio n  which he made l a t e r  on in  th e  y e a r  - -  th e  N a tio n a l 

P a rk  id e a  - -  one cou ld  e a s i l y  assume he f u l f i l l e d  h is  g o a l .

The e x te n t  o f  H edges ' c iv ic  c o n t r ib u t io n s  were a g a in  dem onstra ted  

in  M arch, 1870 . On th e  1 2 th  o f  t h a t  m onth, th e  c i t i z e n s  o f  H elena h e ld  

a  p r o t e s t  m eeting  a g a in s t  In d ia n  d e p re d a t io n s .  W ilbur F . S anders c h a ire d  

th e  m e e tin g , and C o rn e liu s  Hedges d r a f te d  th e  r e s o lu t io n s ,  which in c lu d e d  

a  s ta te m e n t p o in t in g  o u t t h a t  200 w h ite  men had been  k i l l e d  and 2000 

h o rs e s  had been  s to le n  s in c e  1865 , and a  s ta te m e n t " c r i t i c i z i n g  th e  

governm ent f o r  rep rim an d in g  th e  Army f o r  q u e l l in g  th e  r e d s k i n s . "91

In  A u g u st, I 87O, Hedges began  a  t r i p  t h a t  became im p o rta n t beyond 

a l l  e x p e c ta t io n s .  The e x c u rs io n  he to o k  was th e  famous W ashburn-L angford- 

Doane E x p e d itio n  in to  th e  Y ellow stone r e g io n .  They l e f t  H elena  on 

A ugust 17 and e n te re d  th e  a r e a  now known as  Y ellow stone N a tio n a l  P ark  on 

A ugust 2 5 . T h e ir  jo u rn ey  o f  e x p lo ra t io n  to o k  them from  th e  G ardner R iv e r

8 8 . J o u r n a ls , June 19 , 1869 .
8 9 . I b i d . , J u ly  24 and A ugust 11 , 1869 .
90. I b i d . , Jan u ary  2 , 1870 .
91 . C am pbell, op . c i t . , p .  33«
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to  Tower F a l l s , th e n  to  th e  Grand Canyon o f  th e  Y e llo w sto n e , th e n  around 

Y ellow stone Lake and in to  th e  F ir e h o le  B a s in . On th e  ev en in g  o f  Septem ber 

19 , a t  a  camp where th e  Gibbon and F ir e h o le  R iv e rs  u n i te  to  form  th e  

M adison , 7 Hedges p la n te d  an id e a  w hich has bo rne f r u i t  and has s in c e  

become im p o rta n t to  a  la r g e  number o f  o u r n a t i o n 's  c i t i z e n s .  The p a r ty  

was to  le a v e  th e  Y ellow stone  re g io n  th e  n e x t day , and t h a t  n ig h t  th e y  s a t  

around th e  cam pfire  d is c u s s in g  th e  w onders o f  n a tu re  th e y  had seen  and th e  

p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  i t s  developm ent as a  r e s o r t  a re a  f o r  p e c u n ia ry  g a in . 

Hedges l i s t e n e d  aw h ile  and th e n  sp o k e . What he s a id  was co m p le te ly  in  

harmony w ith  h i s  t o t a l  n a tu re  marked by u n s e l f i s h n e s s .  N .P . L a n g fo rd 's  

D ia ry  s t a t e s  i t  w e ll :

Mr. Hedges th e n  s a id  t h a t  he d id  n o t approve o f 
any o f  th e s e  p la n s  - -  t h a t  th e r e  ought to  be no p r iv a t e  
ow nersh ip  o f  any p o r t io n  o f  t h a t  r e g io n ,  b u t  t h a t  th e  
whole o f  i t  ought to  be s e t  a p a r t  as a  g r e a t  N a tio n a l 
P a rk , and t h a t  each  one o f  us ough t to  make an e f f o r t  to  
have t h i s  a cc o m p lish e d .93

Thus th e  "N a tio n a l P a rk  id e a "  was b o rn . A more d e t a i l e d  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  

Hedges p a r t  i n  t h i s  w i l l  be hand led  in  C h ap te r V. To com plete  th e  s to r y  

o f  th e  jo u rn e y , th e y  reach ed  V irg in ia  C ity  on Septem ber 2 3 , and Hedges 

r e tu rn e d  to  H elena on Septem ber 2 J . ^

A bout a  month l a t e r  a n o th e r  v e ry  im p o rta n t ev e n t o f  h i s  l i f e

92 . " Jo u rn a l o f  Judge C o rn e liu s  H edges: A Member o f  th e  Washburn Ex­
p e d i t io n  o f  1870 ,"  C o n tr ib u t io n s , V, p p . 370-391- (T h is  so u rce  w i l l  
h e r e i n a f t e r  be r e f e r r e d  to  as " Jo u rn a l o f  Judge H e d g e s " .)

93- N a th a n ie l P . L an g fo rd , D ia ry  o f  th e  Washburn E x p e d itio n  to  th e
Y ellow stone  and F ire h o le  R iv e r s , I n  th e  Y ear 1870  ̂ ( P r iv a t e ly  P r in te d ,  
19 0 5 ), PP- 117-118- (T h is  so u rce  w i l l  be h e r e i n a f t e r  c i t e d  as "D airy  
o f  th e  Washburn E x p e d i t io n " ) .

94. " Jo u rn a l o f  Judge C o rn e liu s  H edges,"  C o n tr ib u t io n s , V, p p . 391-
394.



o ccu re d . On November 2 ,  a t  th e  6 th  A nnual Communication o f  Montana Grand 

Lodge, he was e le c te d  Most W orsh ip fu l Grand M aster o f  M ontana M asons, and 

th e  n e x t day he was i n s t a l l e d  and r e c e iv e d  th e  g a v e l from  N .P . L an g fo rd , 

r e t i r i n g  Grand M a s te r .95 a y e a r  l a t e r ,  a f t e r  s e rv in g  a  v e ry  adm irab le  

te rm  as  Grand M a s te r , n e a r  th e  end o f  h i s  Grand M a s te r 's  A d d re ss , he s a id  

th e  fo llo w in g , a g a in  c o m p le te ly  i n  harmony w ith  h i s  b e n e v o le n t n a tu r e :

The hou r has a r r iv e d  when I  may devo lve  upon you 
th e  heavy r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  t h a t  you e n t ru s te d  to  my k e e p ­
in g  one y e a r  ago . They have been  in  my hands a  sa c re d  
t r u s t ,  which I  b e l ie v e  I  can r e s to r e  t o  you u n im p a ire d .
The honor o f  th e  h ig h  p o s i t i o n  to  which your unsought 
s u f f r a g e s  e x a l te d  me, in  my e s t im a t io n  r e s u l t s  o n ly  from  
th e  c r e d i t  and su c c e ss  a t te n d in g  th e  d is c h a rg e  o f  i t s  
d u t i e s  and t r u s t s . I  have sough t w ith  s in g le  p u rp o se  to  
se rv e  M asonry and you , and th u s  to  d e se rv e  your a p p ro b a ­
t i o n  and th e  r e s u l t i n g  h o n o r . W ith t h i s  end a t ta in e d  my 
h ig h e s t  am b itio n  i s  s a t i s f i e d ,  and I  la y  a s id e  them  em­
blem s o f  power w ith  more p le a s u re  th a n  I  assumed th e m .9°

I n  y ie ld in g  th e  g a v e l o f  a u th o r i ty  to  James R. Weston on O ctober 5 , 1871 ,

C o rn e liu s  Hedges r e t i r e d  to  th e  ran k s  o f  th e  P a s t  Grand M a s te r s ,97 no t

y e t  h av in g  reach ed  h i s  UOth b ir th d a y .

Upon re a c h in g  h i s  4 o th  b i r th d a y  on O ctober 28 , 1871 , th e  s e l f - c r i c i c a l

Hedges commented:

My 4 0 th  b i r th d a y  -  T ru ly  I  have become a  man i f  
e v e r  I  am go ing  to  be —

Have f e l t  v e ry  i r r i t a b l e  & c r o s s ,  unw orthy o f  
my c h a r a c te r  - -  Must I  alw ays be so weak in  
t h i s  re sp e c t? 9 8

I n  1871 , w h ile  he was s e rv in g  as Grand M a s te r , he was re a p p o in te d  * 96 97 98

30

95* R e p r in t  P ro c e e d in g s , p .  I 92 and p .  199»
9 6 . I b i d ■, p .  2 l6 .
97 . I b i d . ,  p .  233
9 8 . J o u r n a ls , O ctober 2 8 , 1871 .
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U. S . A tto rn e y  by P r e s id e n t  G ra n t. ^

W hile a t te n d in g  a  s e s s io n  o f  th e  Supreme C ourt a t  V ir g in ia  C ity  in  

th e  c a p a c i ty  o f  U. S . A tto rn e y , C o rn e liu s  n o ted  "Gov. te n d e re d  me th e  

ap /~ p o in tm e n t7  o f  S n p t. o f  P u b lic  S c h o o ls ." * 100 G overnor Benjam in F .

P o t t s  gave him th e  com m ission a s  S u p e r in te n d e n t o f  P u b lic  I n s t r u c t i o n  on 

Ja n u a ry  17 , 1 8 7 2 .101 102 103 104

I n  th e  e n su in g  s ix  y e a r s ,  u n t i l  he was re p la c e d  by C la rk  W right on 

Ja n u a ry  14 , 1878 , and th e  two y e a rs  he se rv ed  from  F eb ru a ry  22 , 1883 , to  

March 18 , I 885 , 10^ he d id  much to  im prove, prom ote and s tre n g h th e n  

M ontana’s p u b lic  s c h o o ls .  U ndoubted, h i s  g r e a t e s t  c o n t r ib u t io n  to  

M ontana e d u c a tio n  was th e  p rom otion  o f  com pulsory a n n u a l T each ers  I n s t i ­

t u t e s  i n  e v e ry  M ontana c o u n ty .1g^ Dean James M. H am ilto n , a n o th e r  p ro m i­

n e n t e a r ly  Montana e d u c a to r ,  say s  "Hedges more th a n  any o th e r  p e rso n  

d e se rv e s  th e  t i t l e  o f  fo u n d er o f  th e  M ontana t e r r i t o r i a l  p u b lic  sch o o l 

s y s te m ." 10^ C hap ter VI w i l l  be e n t i r e l y  dev o ted  to  Hedges and h is  edu­

c a t io n a l  i n t e r e s t s  and c o n t r ib u t io n s ,  th e r e f o r e  I  w i l l  le a v e  a l l  f u r th e r  

d is c u s s io n  o f  t h i s  to p ic  to  t h a t  c h a p te r .

The p rom otion  o f  M ontana as  a  p la c e  f o r  s e t t le m e n t  o f  f a m il ie s  was 

an i d e a l  to  w hich Hedges s u b s c r ib e d . Many o f  h is  jo u r n a l  e n t r i e s  show 

t h a t  he was a c t iv e  in  such  endeavors d u r in g  th e  1870 ’ s and e a r ly  l 880 ' s .  

On A p r i l  I ,  1872 , he n o ted  he had a t te n d e d  an e m ig ra tio n  p ro m o tio n a l

99- L eeson , op . c i t . , p .  320.
100. J o u r n a ls , Jan u ary  1872 .
101. I b i d . ,  Jan u a ry  1 7 , 1872 .
102. I b i d . , Jan u ary  l 4 ,  1878 , F eb ru a ry  2 2 , 1883 , and March 18 , 1885 .
103 . See H am ilto n , op. c i t . , p p . 496-497«
104. I b i d . ,  p .  495.
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m eetin g  in  th e  a f te rn o o n , and in  th e  e v e n in g , he a t te n d e d  a  R a ilro a d  

m ee tin g . On A p r i l  3 , he re c o rd e d  in  h i s  jo u rn a l  t h a t  he had te le g ra p h e d  

D e le g a te  C la g e t t  f o r  a  R a ilro a d  c h a r t e r .  I t  was q u i te  l i k e l y  th e  l a t e r  

a c t io n  was done in  th e  c a p a c i ty  as a  s e c r e t a r y  o f  a  R a i lro a d  p ro m o tio n a l 

g ro u p . A gain  on November 5 , 1872 , he w ro te  a  R a ilro a d  p e t i t i o n  to  send 

to  G overnor Benjam in F . P o t t s

C o rn e rs to n e  la y in g  cerem onies f o r  a  new M asonic Temple i n  H elena a t  

th e  c o rn e r  o f  Edwards and M ain, on June 2k,  1872 , by th e  Grand Lodge o f  

M ontana Masons."'"*^ D uring  t h a t  day , Hedges re c e iv e d  an in te r ru m  a p p o in t­

ment a s  A c tin g  Grand S e c re ta ry  from  Grand M aster J .R . W eston .10^ Such a 

move was n e c e s s i t a te d  by th e  rem oval o f  Grand S e c re ta ry  H ezekiah  L . 

Hosmer."^® Judge Hosmer had been  C h ie f  J u s t i c e  o f  th e  T e r r i t o r i a l  Supreme 

C o u rt.

On O ctober 8 , 1872 , d u r in g  th e  8t h  A nnual Grand Lodge Com m unication, 

he was d u ly  e le c te d  R.W. Grand S e c r e t a r y .109 T w en ty -fiv e  y e a rs  l a t e r  in  

1897 , on th e  o c c a s io n  o f  h i s  S i lv e r  A n n iv e rsa ry  as Grand S e c re ta ry ,  he 

was p re s e n te d  a  c u t - g la s s  in k s ta n d  on a  s u i t a b ly  in s c r ib e d  s i l v e r  t r a y  

by  Grand M aste r Edward C. Day on b e h a l f  o f  th e  Grand Lodge. In  r e p o r t in g  

such  a c t io n  as p a r t  o f  h i s  Grand M a s te r 's  A d d ress, he ad d ed :

H is m odest n a tu re  d id  n o t p e rm it him to  do more 
th a n  fo rm a lly  acknow ledge th e  g i f t ,  b u t  th e  fo llo w in g  
day I  re c e iv e d  from  him a  l e t t e r  so  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  
him , t h a t  I  re a d  i t  t o  you f o r  th e  re a so n  t h a t  in  no 105 106 107 108 109

105 . J o u r n a ls , A p r i l  I  and 3 , and November 5 , 1872 .
106. C am pbell, o p . c i t . , p .  L2.
107 . J o u r n a ls , June 2k,  1872 .
108. P ro c e e d in g s . 8t h  Comm unication, 1872 , p .  246.
109. I b i d . , p .  250.
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o th e r  manner can I  convey to  you h i s  e x p re s s io n s  o f  th a n k ­
f u ln e s s  f o r  your k ind  rem em brance.-*-^

I n  p a r t  o f  t h a t  l e t t e r  Judge H edges, had th e  fo llo w in g  to  say  ab o u t h i s

work as Grand S e c re ta ry  and h i s  M asonic p h ilo so p h y :

L i t t l e  d id  I  th in k  when I  to o k  th e  o f f i c e  o f  
Grand S e c re ta ry  on th e  d e p a r tu re  o f  B ro th e r  Hosmer, 
t h a t  i t  would occupy so much o f  my tim e and s e rv ic e  
th ro u g h  th e  b e s t  y e a rs  o f  my l i f e .  S u re ly  i t  was n o t 
f o r  th e  h ig h e r  h o n o rs , and s t i l l  l e s s  f o r  th e  s le n d e r  
emoluments o f  th e  p o s i t i o n ,  b u t  a l to g e th e r  from  th e  
encouragem ent and a p p ro b a tio n  o f  my b re th e r n  and th e  
grow ing c o n v ic tio n  t h a t  I  m igh t accom plish  as  good a 
l i f e  work h e re  as any where e l s e  i n  a id in g  to  b u i ld  
up an i n s t i t u t i o n  whose in f lu e n c e  on th e  in d iv id u a l  
i s  a t  th e  same tim e in s p i r i n g  and r e s t r a i n i n g ,  w h ile  
upon s o c ie ty  i t  i s  h a rm o n iz in g , e le v a t in g  and l i b e r ­
a l i z i n g . * 111

He h e ld  th e  p o s i t i o n  u n t i l  h i s  d e a th  on A p r i l  29 , 1907.

Hedges resumed h i s  a f f i l i a t i o n  w ith  a  new spaper, when on J u ly  4 , 

1872 , he a c c e p te d  a  r e t a i n e r  o f  $30  p e r  week to  w r ite  one e d i t o r i a l  p e r  

day  f o r  th e  H elena H e ra ld . He co n tin u ed  t h i s  e d i t o r i a l  w r i t i n g ,  w ith  

some p e r io d s  o f  i r r e g u l a r i t y ,  u n t i l  March 16 , 1 891 .112 113 The m em orial 

w r i t t e n  on Hedges f o r  th e  Grand Lodge P ro ceed in g s  a t  th e  tim e  o f  h is  

d e a th  summed up h is  c o n t r ib u t io n  to  M ontana in  t h i s  f i e l d ,  " th u s  / " h e /  

c o n tr ib u te d  h i s  p a r t  tow ard  th e  fo rm a tio n  o f  a  sound and h e a l th y  p u b lic  

o p in io n ." 11^

The y e a r  1872 a l s o  b ro u g h t a  change in  h is  law  p a r tn e r s h i p . On 

O ctober 1 1 , 1872 , he d is s o lv e d  h is  p a r tn e r s h ip  w ith  R o b ert Lawrence and

H O . P ro c e e d in g s . 3 ^ th  Com m unication, 1898 , pp . 2b -2 5 .
111 . I b i d .
112. J o u r n a l s , J u ly  U, 1872 , and March 1 6 , 1891 .
113. P ro c e e d in g s . 43d Com m unication, 1907, P . 64.



" so ld  him books & a cc o u n ts  f o r  $ 5 0 0 ,"  and L.M. Burson had e a r l i e r  l e f t  

th e  T e r r i t o r y .  On th e  1 1 th , he e x p re sse d  h i s  s e n tim e n ts  "R ather t i r e d ,  

b u t  i t  seems good to  be a lo n e  . . .  I t  pays to  be a lo n e  i n  b u s in e s s  - 

N e a rly  everybody c o n g ra tu la te s  me on b e in g  by m y s e lf ."  The n e x t day 

h i s  w orth  as  an ex tre m e ly  cap ab le  a t to r n e y  was shown w e l l ;  he noted  

"Lawrence b eg g ar to  come in  w ith  me, W heeler a l s o  p ro p o se s  to

come i n . "

Y et a n o th e r  ev e n t o f  1872 co n tin u ed  to  make t h a t  y e a r  im p o rtan t 

i n  h is  l i f e . I t  was t h a t  y e a r  he sw itch ed  denom inations from  th e  M etho­

d i s t  Church to  th e  P r e s b y te r ia n  Church and no ted  on A ugust 15 , a  m eeting  

o f  th e  f le d g l in g  H elena P r e s b y te r ia n  Church in  h i s  o f f i c e .  Four y e a rs  

l a t e r ,  a lm o st to  th e  d ay , he w rote "Communion a t  ou r ch u rch  - I  was 

o rd a in e d  e l d e r ,  w ith  some h e s i t a t i o n  and m isg iv in g  -  I  h a rd ly  know what 

was my duty.

T here were a ls o  tim e s  in  M ontana, t h a t  th e  la c k  o f  r e l i a b l e  com­

m u n ica tio n  was v e ry  d i s tu r b in g  to  Hedges w ith  h i s  in q u i r in g  m ind. The 

fo llo w in g  comment e x p re s s e s  th e  p o in t  w e l l : " P r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n  in  th e  

s t a t e s  -  We g o t v e ry  l i t t l e  news -  i n  th e  ev en in g  j u s t  as we exp ec ted  to  

h e a r  th e  r e s u l t s , th e  w ire s  gave o u t most p ro v o k in g ly .

G r ie f  s t r u c k  th e  Hedges fa m ily  a g a in  a t  th e  open ing  o f  1873• Edna 

and th e  c h i ld r e n  were v i s i t i n g  in  New England and had been  f o r  most o f  

th e  y e a r  1872 . On th e  ev en in g  o f  New Y ears Day, 1873, he re c e iv e d  114 115 116

114. J o u r n a ls , O ctober 11 , 17 and 1 8 , 1872 .
115 . I b i d . ,  A ugust 15 , 1872 , and A ugust 1 3 , 1876 .
116 . I b i d . ,  November 5 , 1872 .
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news o f  L a n g fo rd 's  d e a th  ^ i i s  youngest so n , named 
a f t e r  N .P . L a n g fo rd / -  Overwhelmed by i t  -  S a t up a l l  
n ig h t  a lo n e  in  my o f f i c e  - I t  seems to o  bad to  b e l ie v e  
p o s s ib le  - T r ie d  to  w r i te  a  co m fo rtin g  l e t t e r  to  Edna - 
Thus ends my Happy New Y ear -  even a t  i t s  b eg in n in g  - 
Our lo s s  i s  th e  c h i ld s  g a in  - Gods w i l l  be done

The y e a r  1873 d id  b r in g  some jo y  n e v e r th e le s s . On O ctober 23,

a lo n g  w ith  s e v e r a l  o th e r s , he was e le c te d  to  membership i n  th e  H is to r i c a l

S o c ie ty  o f  M ontana. H ere a l s o  h is  t a l e n t s  were reco g n ized  and u t i l i z e d
■j I  Q

by h is  b e in g  im m ed ia te ly  e le c te d  R eco rd ing  S e c re ta ry .  ^

I f  th e  y e a r  1873 opened w ith  g r i e f ,  i t  cou ld  a t  l e a s t  be s a id  t h a t  

th e  y e a r  1874 opened in  d isco u rag em en t f o r  Hedges and m ost o f  th e  o th e r

r e s id e n t s  o f  H e len a . H e le n a 's  most d i s t r u c t i v e  f i r e  o c c u rre d  on

Jan u a ry  9- C o rn e l iu s ' v e r s io n  o f  th e  h o lo c a u s t  was w r i t t e n  in  h is

jo u r n a l .

The G re a te s t  F i r e  f o r  H elena - The a la rm  sounded 
f i r s t  ab o u t 7 i n  m orning as I  was g e t t i n g  up -  I  went 
a t  once - Wind was b low ing  a  h u r r ic a n e  . . . t r i e d  to  
save some th in g s  from  my o f f i c e  b u t  l o s t  a l l  - F eared  
f o r  d w e llin g  house t i l l  2 p .m . when we s t a r t e d  a 
/*"c o o k in g / f i r e  & to o k  f i r s t  m eal - L o s t much b u t saved 
more -  The m ira c le  i s  t h a t  an y th in g  i s  l e f t  - Both 
banks d e s tro y e d  -  Had o n ly  75 c ts  i n  p o c k e ts  - Thank 
God -  Take Courage

A gain  th e  sw eet came w ith  th e  b i t t e r ,  a n o th e r  son was b o m  to  

Edna and C o rn e liu s  on March l 4 ,  1874. He was named C o rn e l iu s , J r . , 

nicknamed "Toby", and succeeded  h is  f a th e r  as Grand S e c re ta ry  o f  th e  

M ontana Grand Lodge in  1907 a f t e r  s e rv in g  s e v e r a l  y e a rs  as A s s is ta n t  117 118 119

117. I b i d . ,  Jan u a ry  I ,  1873 .
118. L eeson , op. c i t . ,  p .  372
119. J o u r n a ls , Jan u a ry  9 , 1874.
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Grand S e c r e t a r y A n d  in  l a t e  s p r in g  and e a r ly  summer, he re tu rn e d  

e a s t  f o r  a  fa m ily  re u n io n  on th e  o c c a s io n  o f  h i s  p a r e n t 's ,  Mr. & Mrs. 

D ennis H edges, G olden Wedding A n n iv e rsa ry  on May 13 , ISyU . 121

He l e f t  H elena f o r  th e  e a s t  on A p r i l  15 , and a r r iv e d  in  C o rin n e , 

U tah T e r r i t o r y ,  on th e  2 1 s t  and t r a v e l l e d  by  r a i l  to  M a ssa c h u se tts , 

v i s i t i n g  f o r  ab o u t a  week in  l a t e  A p r i l  in  In d ep en d en ce , Iow a. He r e ­

tu rn e d  to  H elena in  e a r ly  J u ly  to  l e a r n  he had been  nom inated on th e  

R ep u b lican  t i c k e t  f o r  T e r r i t o r i a l  D e le g a te . F or th e  rem a in in g  tw en ty  days 

p r i o r  to  e l e c t i o n  day , he cam paigned v ig o r o u s ly .^-22 However, he was a 

R ep u b lican  in  a  p red o m in an tly  D em ocra tic  T e r r i t o r y ,  and t h a t  o f f - s e t  even 

h i s  h ig h ly  re s p e c te d  c h a r a c te r  and acknow ledged a b i l i t y .  Hedges h im s e lf ,  

th e  day a f t e r  th e  e l e c t i o n  day , acknow ledged th e  f i n a l  v e r d i c t ,  "news 

comes in  d is c o u ra g in g  - T ry in g  to  r e c o n c i le  m y se lf to  d i s a s t e r . "123

A t t h i s  p o in t  o f  th e  p a p e r ,  I  would l i k e  to  b r i e f l y  acco u n t H edges' 

p o l i t i c a l  s e n tim e n ts  and a f f i l i a t i o n s ,  s in c e  i t  has b e a r in g  w ith  th e  p r e ­

ced in g  a cc o u n t o f  h i s  d e f e a t  f o r  th e  o f f i c e  o f  T e r r i t o r i a l  D e le g a te . 120 121 122 123

120. J o u r n a l s , March l4  and 15 , 1872 , and March 14 , 1876 , and
P ro c e e d in g s . 43d Com m unication, 1907 , p .  26.

121. J o u r n a ls , A p r i l  15 to  30, and A ugust I ,  1874, and a  new spaper 
c l ip p in g  o f  May 13 , 1874, new spaper name and p la c e  o f  p u b l ic a t io n  
unknown, b u t  p ro b a b ly  a  W e s tf ie ld ,M a ss . new spaper. The c l ip p in g  i s  
now in  th e  MSS c o l l e c t io n  o f  th e  M ontana H i s to r i c a l  S o c ie ty  L ib ra ry ,  
H e len a , M ontana.

122. J o u r n a ls , A p r i l  I 5 to  30, and A ugust I ,  1874; I t  i s  v e ry  r e g r e t -  
a b le  t h a t  th e re  a re  m iss in g  e n t r i e s  d u r in g  t h i s  im p o rta n t p e r io d  o f  
h i s  l i f e ,  from  May I  to  J u ly  31« A lso , see  c l ip p in g s  from  th e  
S p r in g f ie ld  (M a ssa c h u se tts )  U nion, A ugust 21, 1874, and th e  S o u th in g to n  
(C o n n e c tic u t)  J o u rn a l ,  A ugust 2 8 , 1874. Both o f  th e s e  c l ip p in g s  a re
in  th e  above m entioned scrap b o o k .

123. J o u r n a ls , A ugust 3 and 4 , 1874.
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From e a r ly  manhood u n t i l  abou t 1867 , he was a  D em ocrat.

P ro g re s s iv e  Men o f  th e  S ta te  o f  M ontana, o f  w hich C o rn e liu s  Hedges was a 

c o m p ile r , and W ill Hedges in  an a r t i c l e  on h is  f a t h e r ,  a s c r ib e  th e  p o in t  

o f  change as  th e  C iv i l  War and L in c o ln 's  e l e c t i o n . 125 But C o rn e liu s  

H edges' d a i l y  jo u rn a l  e n t r i e s  c o n t r a d ic t  t h i s  c o n te n tio n .  W hile in  

In d ep en d en ce , Iow a, he h e lp ed  o rg a n iz e  a  D em ocra tic  C lu b . 120 D uring  

th e  C iv i l  War, he to o k  th e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  b o th  s id e s  were r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  

th e  w ar, and p e r s o n a l ly ,  he fa v o re d  any a c t io n  th a t  would b r in g  about 

an h o n o rab le  p e a c e .12^ Upon L in c o ln 's  r e - e l e c t i o n  in  186U, he w rote 

"saw new spaper acco u n t o f  L in c o ln 's  e l e c t i o n  -  more w ar, d e b t and d i s a s -  

t a r ." 124 125 126 127 128 129 130

A t th e  f i r s t  e l e c t i o n  a f t e r  h i s  a r r i v a l  in  M ontana, O ctober 2 k , 186U, 

Hedges reco rd ed  "we a l l  went down & v o te d  - I  vo ted  th e  Dem. t i c k e t ,  b u t  

d i d n ' t  l i k e  i t ,  n e i th e r  th e  men nor t h e i r  p r i n c i p l e s ." !2 9  The sw itch  

to  th e  R ep u b lican  p a r ty  o ccu rred  sometime betw een th e n  and mid-summer 

o f  1867 . S in ce  he e i t h e r  k e p t no jo u rn a ls  f o r  1865 and 1866 o r  th e y  a re  

p r e s e n t l y  u n a v a i la b le ,  i t  i s  im p o ss ib le  t o  s t a t e  an y th in g  more s p e c i f i c  

co n ce rn in g  th e  c o n v e rs io n . By J u ly ,  1868 , he was d e f i n i t e l y  a  d e d ic a te d  

R e p u b lic a n .1-^  Thus i t  ap p ea rs  t h a t  h i s  movement to  M ontana and th e

124. P ro g re s s iv e  Men, p .  2 .
125. W.A. H edges, "C o rn e liu s  H edges,"  C o n tr ib u t io n s , V I I ,  p .  183 , and 

P ro g re s s iv e  Men, p .  2 .
126. J o u r n a ls , F e b ru a ry  28 , 1863 .
127 . See e n t r i e s  in  J o u rn a ls  f o r  March 2 8 , A p r i l  2 and 30, J u ly  8 , 11 , 

and 13 , I 8 6 3 .
128. J o u r n a l s , November 2 0 , 1864.
129. I b i d . ,  O ctober 2 4 , 1864.
130. Ib id _ ., see  e n t r i e s  f o r  J u ly  2 7 , A ugust 3, Septem ber 2 and 3> 1867 , 

and May 21 , J u ly  l 6 and 18 , 1868.
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c o n d it io n s  he found h e r e ,  and n o t th e  C iv i l  War and L in c o ln 's  e l e c t i o n ,  

was th e  s tim u lu s  to  sw itc h  from  th e  D em ocra tic  P a r ty  to  th e  R ep u b lican  

P a r t y .

As to  h i s  e f f e c t iv e n e s s  as  a  p o l i t i c a l  o r a to r ,  th e  V ir g in ia  C ity  

M adisonian  o f fe re d  one o p in io n :

Hon. C o rn e liu s  H edges, o f  H e len a , a r r iv e d  in  th e  
c i t y  th e  f i r s t  o f  th e  week. Mr. H. t a l k s  b e t t e r  on edu ­
c a t io n a l  to p ic s  th a n  he d id  on p o l i t i c s  when he s to o d  
f o r  C ongress on th e  R ep u b lican  s id e  l a s t  A ugust,

C o rn e liu s  H edges ' o f f i c e  was th e  scene o f  a  v a r i e ty  o f  m e e tin g s .

I t  was e v e r  a t  th e  d is p o s a l  o f  th o se  i n t e r e s t s  which would b e n e f i t  th e

e n t i r e  community and t e r r i t o r y .  For th r e e  days in  1875 , A p r i l  21 , 22 and

2 3 , he was v e ry  much in v o lv ed  w ith  a  r a i l r o a d  co n v en tio n  and h i s  o f f ic e

se rv ed  as  th e  m eeting  cham bers o f  th e  e x e c u tiv e  committee ."1̂  On th e

ev en in g  o f  May 7 , 1875 , h i s  o f f i c e  was occup ied  f i r s t  by a  Schoo l Board

s e s s io n  and th e n  by a  m ee tin g  o f  th e  P r e s b y te r ia n  Church T ru s te e s

The H elena Board o f  T rad e , fo re ru n n e r  o f  th e  Chamber o f  Commerce, met in

Judge H edges' o f f i c e  on December 2 , 1878 , and h i s  o f f i c e  was a g a in  th e

scene o f  a n o th e r  m eeting  December 4 ,  1878 , t h i s  tim e o f  th e  A g r ic u l tu r a l

S o c ie ty .1^  Through much o f  H edges' l i f e t i m e ,  s e v e ra l  m ee tin g s  o f  t h i s

ty p e  were h e ld  in  h i s  o f f i c e s  each  month.

B ecause o f  h i s  "acknow ledged p r o f e s s io n a l  ability,"135 Hedges was

131. A p r i l  17 , 1875.
132. J o u r n a l s , A p r i l  21 to  2 3 , 1875*
133- I b i d . ,  May 7 , 1875.
134. I b ic L , December 2 and 4 , 1878 .
135» W. A. H edges, "C o rn e liu s  H edges,"  C o n tr ib u t io n s , V I I ,  p .  195•



39

ap p o in ted  r e p o r te r  f o r  th e  T e r r i t o r i a l  Supreme C ourt on A ugust 9 , 1875 .

On May 2 5 , 1876 , he w ro te  h is  f i r s t  a b s t r a c t  o f  a  Supreme C ourt d e c i -  

137s io n .  T h is  p o s i t i o n  c a r r ie d  th e  r i g h t  to  a b s t r a c t  th e  Supreme C ourt 

C a se s , p u b l i s h  them , and h o ld  th e  c o p y r ig h t on a l l  th e  volum es o f  ab ­

s t r a c t s  w r i t t e n .  He h e ld  th e  p o s i t i o n  u n t i l  Jan u ary  28 , 1888 , when he 

was asked  to  r e l i n q u i s h  th e  p o s i t i o n ,  and in  th e  in te rv e n in g  12 y e a rs  he 

p u b lish e d  s e v e r a l  volum es f o r  which h i s  m a n u sc rip ts  were "alw ays a  model 

f o r  th e  p r i n t e r  to  s e t  u p . 38

D uring  th e  l a t e r  y e a rs  o f  h is  l i f e ,  C o rn e liu s  Hedges was ad m irin g ly  

and a f f e c t io n a t e ly  known as "Judge H edges."  The r i g h t  to  t h i s  t i t l e  was 

h i s  p u b lic  s e rv ic e  as  P ro b a te  Judge f o r  Lewis and C la rk  County from 

December I ,  1875 , to  December 1 8 , 1880 .^^^  He f i r s t  became th e  R ep u b lican  

nominee f o r  th e  o f f i c e  on J u ly  3 , 1875• On A ugust 2 , e l e c t i o n  day , he 

no ted  t h a t  th e r e  were even " s e v e ra l  R ep u b lican s  w orking a g a in s t  me."

The e f f o r t s  o f  th e se  p a r ty  ren eg ad es were u n s u c c e s s fu l how ever. H is 

jo u r n a l  e n t r i e s  f o r  A ugust 3 and 4 c o n ta in  th e  s to r y .  On A ugust 3 , he 

w ro te  th e  fo llo w in g :

In d ep en d en t ^ t h e  D em ocratic  new spaper o f  H elena/announced  
my d e f e a t  t h i s  m orning , b u t  th e  f ig u r e s  in d ic a te  a  d i f f e r e n t  
r e s u l t  - Heard from  a l l  b u t  Sun R iv e r  d u rin g  th e  day & am 
ab o u t 100 ahead - D em ocrats concede my e l e c t i o n .

And th e  n e x t day he added , "Heard from  Sun R iv e r  abou t noon -  my e l e c t io n

a s s u r e d . " ^ 0 136 137 138 139 140

13 6 . J o u r n a ls , A ugust 8 , 1875*
137 . I b i d . , May 2 5 , 1876 .
1 3 8 . J o u r n a ls , Jan u ary  2 8 , 1888 , and W.A. H edges, "C o rn e liu s  H edges,"  

C o n tr ib u t io n s , VTI, p .  195.
13 9 . J o u r n a ls , December I ,  1875 , and December 18, 1880.
140. I b i d . ,  A ugust 2 ,  3 and 4 , 1875 .



H is d u t i e s  as  P ro b a te  Judge in c lu d e d  p e rfo rm in g  c i v i l  m a rr ia g e s , 

r e g i s t r a r  o f  town l o t s ,  and th e  h e a r in g  o f  c i v i l  and c r im in a l  m is­

dem eanors and m inor f e l o n i e s . A n  exam ple o f  a  case  he hand led  was 

th e  c r im in a l  case  a g a in s t  Tom T ra v is ,  a  H elena  y o u th , charged  w ith  h i t ­

t i n g  a  C hinese laundrym an w ith  a s to n e .  He was found g u i l t y ,  and f in e d  

$10  p lu s  c o s t s ,  which to t a l e d  $ 6 0 .'*"^

On November 5> 1878 , he was r e e le c te d  P ro b a te  Judge w ith  a  m a jo r­

i t y  in  ex ce ss  o f  300 v o t e s 3 H is comments co n ce rn in g  th e  e l e c t i o n  a re  

r a th e r  i n t e r e s t i n g .  On November 2 , he w ro te : "The confounded e l e c t i o n  i s  

a  c o n t in u a l  b o t h e r , " and on th e  3<1, he added " E le c tio n  m a tte r s  b re a k  up 

b u s in e s s  . . . Running around to  accommodate p eo p le  a l l  d a y . " ^ ^  When 

he ra n  f o r  r e e l e c t i o n  in  1880 , how ever, he was concerned  w ith  more im­

p o r ta n t  m a t t e r s . I n  O c to b e r, i8 6 0 , th r e e  o f  h i s  c h i ld r e n  cau g h t d ip h ­

t h e r i a ,  and d u r in g  th e  e l e c t i o n  Hedges was much more concerned  w ith  

t h e i r  s e r io u s  c o n d it io n s  th a n  cam paign ing . L ess th a n  a  week a f t e r  h i s  

d e f e a t ,  E l le n  C a ro lin e  Noble H edges, h i s  y o u n g est c h i ld ,  on November 8 

d ie d  a t  th e  age o f  2^  y e a r s .  Judge H edges' l a s t  day in  o f f i c e  was 

December l 8 , 1880."*"^ 4 * * * 145

l 4 l .  See J o u r n a ls , June 6 , 1887 . The f i n a l  pages o f  h i s  1876 jo u rn a l  
c o n ta in  a  re c o rd  o f  th e  m a rriag es  he perform ed  as  P ro b a te  Judge, w ith  
th e  names o f  th e  w i tn e s s e s ,  f o r  1876 and 1877« The f i n a l  pages o f  
h i s  1878 jo u rn a l  c o n ta in  a  s im i la r  re c o rd  f o r  1878 , and th e  f i n a l  
pages o f  th e  1879 and 1880 jo u rn a ls  c o n ta in  s i m i l i a r  r e c o rd s  f o r  1879 
and 1880 r e s p e c t iv e l y ,  p lu s  a  re c o rd  o f  f in e s  charged  in  h i s  c o u r t ,  
l i s t e d  by d a t e ,  name, c h a rg e , and amount o f  f in e  f o r  each  o f  th e  two 
y e a r s , 1879 and 1880 .

l k 2 .  C am pbell, og_. c i t . ,  p .  8 9 .
1U3 . J o u r n a ls , November 5 , 1878 .
l4U . I b i d . ,  November 22 and 3> 1878 .
145. I b i d . ,  A p r i l  2 7 , and O ct. 6 , 1878 ; Nov. I  to  3 , and 8 , and D ec.

1 8 , 1880 .
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Hedges o f te n  a t te n d e d  th e  s e s s io n s  o f  th e  T e r r i t o r i a l  L e g is la tu r e

d u rin g  h i s  te n u re  in  o f f i c e  as  S u p e r in te n d e n t o f  P u b lic  I n s t r u c t i o n  to

lobby  f o r  b e t t e r  sch o o l la w s . He a t te n d e d  th e  1876 l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s io n

in  such  a  c a p a c i ty ,  and h i s  comment on F e b ru a ry  11, in d ic a te s  he was n o t

to o  im pressed  w ith  i t s  accom plishm en ts . He w ro te :

L e g i s l a t i u r e  c lo se d  to d a y
Was up t i l l  12 to  see  i t  o u t
C a la m itie s  l i k e  a l l  e l s e  have an end
No sc h o o l law s changed
R a ilro a d  b i l l s  a l l  s igned
No In sa n e  b i l l  p a ssed  -  .
H elped Gov. i n  lo o k in g  o v e r some b i l l s

I n  acknow ledgem ent o f  h i s  o r a t o r i a l  a b i l i t y .  Judge Hedges was

s e le c te d  to  make th e  F o u rth  o f  J u ly  A ddress f o r  Lewis and C la rk  County

in  1876 , in  c o n ju n c tio n  w ith  th e  N a tio n a l C e n te n n ia l c e le b r a t io n  o f  t h a t  
l k l

y e a r .  When e v e r  he made a  m ajor sp eech , he alw ays sp e n t much tim e in  

p r e p a r a t io n ,  and t h i s  was no e x c e p tio n . He began h i s t o r i c a l  r e s e a rc h
I J, O

f o r  th e  a d d re s s  on th e  a f te rn o o n  o f  June l 4 ,  1876 .

As has been  a l re a d y  shown, Hedges had v a r ie d  i n t e r e s t s  and he was 

in t e r e s t e d  in  b e n e f i c i a l  im provem ents. T h e re fo re ,  i t  i s  n o t  s u r p r is in g  

t h a t  he n o ted  on F eb ru a ry  20 , 1878 , "W itnessed  th e  o p e ra t io n  o f  th e  

T elephone in  £"VneJ e v e n in g ."  A t t h a t  tim e th e  te le p h o n e  was one o f  th e  

new est m arvels o f  th e  in v e n tio n  a g e .^ 9

146. I b id y , F eb ru a ry  11 , 1876 .
l4 7 -  T h is  a d d re ss  was l a t e r  p u b lish e d  in  Volume I I  o f  C o n tr ib u tio n s  to  

th e  H i s to r i c a l  S o c ie ty  o f  M ontana, p p . 107- l l 8 .
148 . J o u r n a ls , June 1 4 , 1S7 6 .
l4 $ .  J o u r n a ls , F eb ru a ry  2 0 , 1878 . The te le p h o n e  was developed  by B e l l  

betw een 1873 and 1876 , and p a te n te d  in  I 876 and 1877; see  W e b s te r 's  
B io g ra p h ic a l D ic t io n a ry  ( S p r in g f ie ld ,  M ass.: G. & C. M erriam  C o ., 
I9 6 0 ) ,  p . 1 2 9 .
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Those who knew and re s p e c te d  Judge Hedges as  a  t r u s t e d  f r ie n d  were 

le g io n ,  and ranged  from  th e  C hinese o f  th e  upper G ulch d i s t r i c t  o f  H elena 

to  th e  h ig h e s t  t e r r i t o r i a l  o f f i c i a l s . As an exam ple, th e  f r ie n d s h ip  b e ­

tw een T e r r i t o r i a l  C h ie f J u s t i c e  D ecius Wade and Hedges was v e ry  c lo s e .  

Msmy an a f te rn o o n , th e  r e s id e n t s  o f  H elena would see  Judge Wade and 

Judge Hedges o u t f o r  a  v ig o ro u s  w alk o f  u s u a l ly  a  c o n s id e ra b le  d i s ­

t a n c e . N e i t h e r  was i t  uncommon f o r  th e s e  tw o, w ith  s e v e r a l  o th e r s , 

to  meet f o r  an  ev en in g  game o f  w h is t .

As th e  H edges' fa m ily  grew and as t h e i r  re s o u rc e s  in c re a s e d ,  th e r e  

was a  need f o r  a new er, more commodious r e s id e n c e .  On March 2 , 1878 , th e  

Judge s ig n ed  a  c o n t r a c t  to  have b u i l t  a  new, b r ic k -v e n e e r  home a t  th e  

c o rn e r  o f  Broadway and Rodney S t r e e t s . The c o s t  was $4550, ( to  be p a id  

in  f iv e  in s ta l lm e n ts  as fo llo w s : $1500 on June I ,  $1000 on J u ly  I ,

$1000 on A ugust I ,  $300 on A ugust 1 5 , and th e  f i n a l  paym ent o f  $750 on
TCp

Septem ber I .  On March l 4 ,  he l e t  an a d d i t io n a l  $310 c o n t r a c t  fo r  

e x c a v a tio n  and la y in g  th e  fo u n d a tio n , and e x c a v a tio n  began  on th e  l 8th  

f o r  th e  tw o - s to ry , fo u rte e n -ro o m  re s id e n c e  w ith  a  cu p o la . On A p r i l  24, 

th e y  o rd e re d  new f u r n i t u r e  and c a r p e t in g .  The b rick w o rk  was com plete 

by  l a t e  J u ly ,  and th e  i n t e r i o r  f in i s h i n g  began  in  e a r ly  A u g u st. G enera l 

p a in t in g  began  on Septem ber 18 , and th e  c a rp e t in g  was l a i d  and f u r n i tu r e  

was moved to  th e  new house in  e a r ly  O c to b e r . F in a l ly ,  on O ctober 22, th e  

f u r n i t u r e  moving was f in i s h e d  and th e  e n t i r e  fa m ily  s l e p t  i n  th e  new home 150 151 152

150. J o u r n a ls , March 9, 13 , and 16 , 1878 , a re  t y p i c a l  exam ples.
151 . S e le c te d  r e fe re n c e s  to  su p p o r t t h i s  a re  J o u r n a ls , A p r i l  2 7 , 

May 5 and 11 , and June 19 , 1883 .
152. I b i d . ,  March 2 , 1878 .



]CO
t h a t  n i g h t . P erh ap s th e  g r e a t e s t  so u rce  o f  p le a s u re  o f  th e  new home

f o r  Judge Hedges was th e  l i b r a r y I n  l a t e r  y e a r s , Toby w ro te  to  one 

o f  h i s  f a t h e r 's  f r ie n d s  co n ce rn in g  Judge Hedges and h i s  l i b r a r y ,  " in  

H elena w ith  a  v a s t  amount o f  w ea lth  and a  good d e a l  o f  c u l tu r e ,  h is  was 

undoub tab ly  th e  l a r g e s t  and most ex p en s iv e  p r iv a t e  l i b r a r y . L a t e r ,  

th e  Hedges added s i g n i f i c a n t  im provem ents f o r  f u r th e r  com fort and ap ­

p e a ra n c e . In  J u ly ,  1886, th e  b o i l e r  and com plete a p p a ra tu s  f o r  steam  

h e a t  was i n s t a l l e d . B e t w e e n  Septem ber I 9 and 23 , 1889 , an e ig h t -  

f o o t  c o n c re te  s id ew a lk  on th e  Hedges p ro p e r ty  was l a i d  b o rd e r in g  Broadway 

and Rodney S t r e e t s T h i s  rem ained th e  fa m ily  home u n t i l  a f t e r  

C o rn e l iu s ' d e a th  on A p r i l  2 9 , 1907 , and i t  i s  s t i l l  s ta n d in g  on th e  n o r th ­

w est c o rn e r  o f  th e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  Broadway and Rodney S t r e e t s  153 154 * 156 * 158

153. F o r a  sch ed u le  o f  p ro g re s s  on th e  b u i ld in g  and f u r n is h in g  o f  th e  new 
home, see  C am pbell, op . c i t . , p .  7 6 , and J o u r n a ls , March 2 , lU and 1 8 , 
A p r i l  2h, May 31 , June 14 and 17 , J u ly  20 and '26, A ugust $ , l 4 ,  16 and 
2 9 , Septem ber 18 , and O ctober 9 , 15 and 22, 1878 .

154 . J o u r n a l s , O ctober 25 and 2 7 , 1878 .
155* C o rn e liu s  H edges, J r .  to  M.M. M i l l e r ,  O c t. 27 , 1907 , CGS, L e t t e r

Box "1907 , "  Montana Grand Lodge L ib ra ry  and A rc h iv e s , H e len a , M ontana.
156 . J o u r n a ls , J u ly  15 , l 6 , and 29 , 1886.
157* I b i d . , Septem ber 19 and 2 3 , 1889 .
158 . T h is  home rem ained in  T oby 's  p o s s e s s io n  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a rs  a f t e r  h i s  

m o th e r 's  d e a th  i n  I 912, a lth o u g h  Toby n ev e r m a rr ie d . Sometime in  th e  
1 9 2 0 's ,  i t  was s o ld  to  a  fa m ily  who abused  i t  q u i te  b a d ly . In  th e  
e a r l y  1 9 3 0 's i t  was p u rch ased  by th e  Crumm fa m ily , and th e  i n t e r i o r  
and th e  Broadway S t r e e t  e n tra n c e  was r a d i c a l l y  rem odeled f o r  use as a  
f u n e r a l  home. D uring  th e  se v e re  H elena ea rth q u ak e  o f  1935, th e  b r ic k  
v e n e e r  was so  s e r io u s ly  damaged t h a t  i t  had to  be removed fo r  s a f e ty .  
Due to  la c k  o f  funds th e  owners th e n  covered  th e  e x t e r i o r  w ith  r u b e r - 
o ld  s h in g le s  in s te a d  o f  b r ic k .  Only a  sm a ll p o r t io n  o f  th e  1878 b r i c k  
v e n e e r  re m a in s , and t h a t  on th e  sm a ll buggy house a d ja c e n t  to  th e  r e s ­
id e n c e . The b u i ld in g  i s  now an ap a rtm en t house managed by M rs. H aro ld
L . B enson, s i s t e r  o f  th e  ow ner. The fo re g o in g  m a te r ia l  was o b ta in e d  
in  an in fo rm a l in te rv ie w  w ith  th e  ow ner, M rs. Crumm o f  L a u re l ,
M ontana. The in te r v ie w  was h e ld  a t  H elena  on J u ly  1 6 , 1963 .
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Judge Hedges n o t o n ly  moved in t o  a  new home in  th e  f a l l  o f  1878 ,

b u t  a l s o  new o f f i c e s .  Henry P a rc h e n , a  p rom inen t e a r ly  H elena d ru g g e s t

and Grand T re a s u re r  o f  th e  M ontana Grand Lodge, A .F . & A .M ., b u i l t  a  new

b u i ld in g  t h a t  f a l l .  When i t  was com pleted  in  mid-November, Judge Hedges

159re n te d  th e  second f lo o r  f o r  h i s  courtroom  and law  o f f i c e s .  H is o f f i c e s

rem ained  th e r e  u n t i l  e a r l y  December o f  1885 , when he moved in to  o f f ic e s

in  th e  new ly com pleted  M asonic T enple a t  th e  c o rn e r  o f  Broadway and

Jack so n . W hile Hedges had h is  o f f i c e s  in  o th e r  b u i ld in g s ,  a  p o r t io n  o f

th e  r e n t  was borne by th e  Grand Lodge b ecau se  h e , as  Grand S e c re ta ry ,

conducted  th e  b u s in e s s  o f  th e  Grand Lodge from  h is  law  o f f i c e s .  However,

th e  new o f f i c e  w ith  an a d jo in in g  room f o r  use  as  th e  Grand Lodge L ib ra ry

was p ro v id ed  r e n t  f r e e  by th e  T ru s te e s  o f  th e  M asonic Tem ple. Judge

Hedges e la b o ra te d  f u r th e r  on th e  s i t u a t i o n  in  h i s  "Grand S e c r e ta r y 's

G en e ra l R ep o rt"  f o r  t h a t  y e a r :

I n  th e  m a tte r  o f  f i l l i n g  up and fu r n is h in g ,  some 
expense w i l l  be in v o lv e d , which f o r  th e  coming y e a r ,  may 
be co v e re d , p e rh a p s , by  th e  o rd in a ry  a p p ro p r ia t io n  f o r  
r e n t .

Hedges su g g e s tio n  was fo llo w e d . 1^0

On A p r i l  2 7 , 1878 , th e  H edges' l a s t  c h i ld  was b o rn . The re a d e r  

w i l l  r e c a l l  t h a t  she d ie d  o f  d ip h th e r ia  i n  1880 , s h o r t ly  a f t e r  h e r  f a t h e r 's  

d e f e a t  f o r  r e e l e c t i o n  as  P ro b a te  Judge. And on Septem ber 17 , 1878 , W ill ,  

t h e i r  o ld e s t  so n , l e f t  home f o r  h i s  own ra n c h  on th e  Sun R i v e r . T h i s  * 160 161

1 59 ' C am pbell, ojd. c i t . ,  p .  8 l .
160 . C am pbell, o£ . c i t . ,  p .  l 6l ,  and P ro c e e d in g s . 2 1 s t  Com m unication,

1885 , p .  24 .
161 . J o u r n a ls , A p r i l  2 7 , and Septem ber 16 and 17 , 1878 .



was th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  n a t u r a l  d is p u r s io n  o f  a  l a r g e ,  v e ry  c lo se  fa m ily .

Hedges was n o t immune to  so rro w s, b u t  h i s  C h r is t i a n  f a i t h  n ev er l e t  

a  so rrow  o r  even a  s e r i e s  o f  so rrow s d r iv e  him to  d i s p a i r .  S h o r t ly  a f t e r  

he had seen  h i s  y o u n g e s t, E l l e n ,  d ie  o f  d ip h th e r ia  i n  h e r  m o th e r 's  arms 

and had b een  d e fe a te d  f o r  r e e l e c t i o n  as  P ro b a te  Judge, he w ro te  t h i s  

som ber, b u t  e x p e c ta n t ,  f a r e w e l l  to  1880: "So a n o th e r  sad y e a r  has gone —

May i t s  e x p e r ie n c e s  be b lu r r e d  to  me & may a l l  my f u tu r e  l i f e  show t h a t  I  

have n o t s u f f e r e d  in  v a in .

The c i t i z e n s  o f  H elena  w aited  n e a r ly  17 y e a rs  a f t e r  th e  f i r s t  d i s ­

covery  o f  g o ld  in  L a s t  Chance Gulch to  in c o rp o r a te ,  and when th e y  f i n a l l y  

v o ted  to  a c c e p t a  c h a r t e r .  Judge Hedges p la y e d  an i n t e g r a l  p a r t .  He was 

an im p o rta n t member o f  th e  com m ittee w hich d r a f te d  th e  c h a r t e r  su b m itted  

to  th e  c i t i z e n s  o f  H e len a , and he drew up th e  p o l l  bo o k s. On e l e c t i o n  d ay , 

March 7> l 88 l ,  he se rv ed  as  an e l e c t i o n  ju d g e . When th e  v o te s  were counted  

and th e  c h a r t e r  had been  ac c e p te d  by a  v o te  o f  620 to  $6 , Hedges sim ply  

commented t h a t  he was "w e ll p le a se d  w ith  th e  re su lt." '* "  ^

In  o rd e r  to  o rg a n iz e  a  c i t y  co n v e n tio n  to  nom inate c a n d id a te s  f o r  

th e  f i r s t  m ayor, c i t y  t r e a s u r e r ,  and p o l i c e  m a g is t r a te ,  P r e s id e n t  P a y n te r  

o f  th e  Board o f  T rade ap p o in te d  i n i t i a l l y  two p e rso n s  from  each  ward.

Those p e rso n s  i n  tu r n  chose 18 o th e rs  from  t h e i r  own w ard , and th e  e n t i r e  

100 p e r s o n s ,  tw en ty  from  each  o f  th e  f iv e  w ard s , met as  th e  c i t y  conven­

t i o n .  C o rn e liu s  H edges, a lo n g  w ith  S .C . A shby, was s e le c te d  from  th e  2d 162 163

162 . I b i d . , December 31> 1880.
163 . I b i d . ,  F e b ru a ry  10 , 1 1 , and 1 6 , and March 6 and rJ, l 88 l .
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wa r d . On A p r i l  l 4 ,  th e  o r g a n iz a t io n a l  C ity  C ouncil m eeting  was h e ld  in  

re n te d  rooms on th e  t h i r d  f l o o r  o f  John H. M ing 's  Opera H ouse, and 

C o rn e liu s  Hedges was ap p o in te d  H e le n a 's  f i r s t  C ity  C le rk  and C ity  A t to r ­

n e y .1^  on th e  l 8 t h .  Hedges sp e n t most o f  th e  day draw ing up th e  f i r s t  

s e t  o f  C ity  O rd inances f o r  H elen a , and th e  fo llo w in g  ev en in g  th e  C ity  

C o u n c il adop ted  them . He was a l s o  sworn i n  as  C ity  C le rk  and C ity  A t to r ­

ney on t h a t  e v e n in g .1^  I t  was n o t u n t i l  November 10, l 88l ,  how ever, t h a t  

th e  C o u n c il f ix e d  th e  amount o f  h i s  s a l a r y .  I t  was s e t  a t  $50 p e r  month; 

he had ex p ec ted  $ 7 5 He h e ld  th e  p o s i t i o n  as  C ity  C le rk  and C ity  A t to r ­

ney u n t i l  June I ,  1882, when he r e s ig n e d .

As a  u s e f u l  in s tru m e n t in  h i s  law  p r a c t i c e ,  Hedges m a in ta in e d , a l ­

m ost p e r p e tu a l ly ,  a  com m ission as a  N o tary  P u b l i c . He h e ld  one in  Io w a,^ 9  

as w e ll  as i n  M ontana T e r r i t o r y .  An exam ple o f  t h i s  would be th e  N o to r ia l

Commission he re c e iv e d  from  Gov. B .F . P o t t s  on May 31, l 88 l ,  which was to

170be v a l id  f o r  th r e e  y e a r s .

I n  th e  l a t e  summer and e a r ly  f a l l  o f  l 88l ,  C o rn e l iu s , h is  w ife  Edna, 164 165 166 167 168 169 170

164 . C am pbell, op_. c i t . ,  p .  97*
165 . J o u r n a ls , A p r i l  14 , l 88l ,  and C am pbell, 033. c i t . , p .  99«
16 6 . J o u r n a ls , A p r i l  18 and 1 9 , l 88l .
167 . I b i d . , November 10 , l 88 l .
168 . I b i d . ,  June I ,  1882.
1 6 9 . I b i d . ,  J u ly  6 , 1863 .
170. See J o u r n a ls , May 31, l 88l ,  and D epartm ent o f  I n t e r i o r  T e r r i t o r i a l

P a p e r s : M ontana; E x e c u tiv e  P ro ceed in g s  and O f f i c i a l  C o rresp o n d en ce ,
June I , 1877 to~ June  2 4 , 1887 , R ecord Group 48 , G e n e ra l R ecords o f  
th e  D epartm ent o f  I n t e r i o r ,  N a tio n a l  A rc h iv e s . Taken from  m icro ­
f i lm  r o l l  # 301 , M ontana S ta te  C o lleg e  L ib ra ry ,  Bozeman, M ontana.
(T h is  so u rc e  w i l l  h e r e i n a f t e r  be r e f e r r e d  to  as " T e r r i t o r i a l  P a p e r s ." )



and h is  son  Toby v i s i t e d  in  New England and New Y o r k . They l e f t  H elena 

on J u ly  7 f o r  F o r t  B enton and upon re a c h in g  B enton , th e y  to o k  p assag e  on 

a  r i v e r  s team er and a r r iv e d  in  B ism arck , D akota T e r r i t o r y ,  on J u ly  1 9 .

They t r a v e le d  on th e  N o rth e rn  P a c i f i c  R a ilro a d  from  B ism arck to  D u lu th , 

a r r iv i n g  th e r e  a t  noon on th e  2 1 s t .  The Hedges th e n  jou rneyed  by b o a t 

a c ro s s  th e  G rea t Lakes v ia  th e  s t r a i t s  o f  S a u l t  S t e . M arie , Lake H uron, 

Lake S t .  C la i r ,  and in to  Lake E r i e ,  r e a c h in g  C lev elan d  on J u ly  26 and 

a r r iv i n g  in  B u ffa lo  on th e  27t h .  From B u ffa lo  th e y  t r a v e le d  on th e  New 

York C e n tra l  RE. to  A lbany and th e n  to  W e s tf ie ld ,  M a ssa c h u se tts ,  C or­

n e l i u s '  boyhood home, re a c h in g  t h a t  d e s t i n a t i o n  a t  6 a .m . on J u ly  28.

D uring  t h e i r  s ta y  in  th e  e a s t  th e y  v i s i t e d  C o rn e liu s  1 fa m ily  and 

f r ie n d s  in  and around W e s tf ie ld ,  M a s sa c h u s e tts , in c lu d in g  a  v i s i t  w ith  

Spooner who was an  o ld  Y ale c la s s m a te ,  and a ls o  w ith  E d n a 's  fa m ily  and 

f r ie n d s  in  and around S o u th in g to n , C o n n e c tic u t . They a l s o  v i s i t e d  B oston , 

A ugust 12 to  15 , where th e y  v i s i t e d  th e  Commons A rt Museum and Judge 

Hedges bough t more bo o k s. From A ugust 22 to  24 , th e y  v i s i t e d  New York 

C ity  and saw Coney I s la n d  on th e  23d . Among C o rn e l iu s ' o th e r  a c t i v i t i e s  

w h ile  v i s i t i n g  in  New England w ere: h u n tin g  fa m ily  re c o rd s  in  b o th  

W e s tf ie ld  and S o u th in g to n ; v i s i t i n g  a t  B e r l in ,  C o n n e c tic u t , where he 

fo rm e rly  ta u g h t  i n  th e  academy; s a i l i n g  on th e  C o n n e c tic u t R iv e r ;  and 

v i s i t i n g  w ith  Grand S e c re ta ry  J .R . W heeler o f  C o n n e c t ic u t 's  Grand Lodge 

o f  Masons a t  H a r tfo rd .  171

171. The e n t i r e  acc o u n t o f  t h i s  v i s i t a t i o n  t r i p  e a s t  i s  ta k e n  from 
J o u r n a ls , J u ly  7 to  Septem ber 22 , l 88 l ;  no f u r th e r  f o o tn o t in g  in  
t h i s  s e c t io n  w i l l  be th e r e f o r e  n e c e s s a ry .
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On Septem ber 8 , th e y  began  t h e i r  r e tu r n  t r i p  by r a i l  to  C hicago, 

and th e n  to  In d ep en d en ce , Iow a, f o r  a  b r i e f  v i s i t .  They l e f t  Independence 

on Septem ber 17 , and reach ed  Omaha th e  n e x t day . T here th e y  boarded  th e  

U nion P a c i f i c  KR. f o r  Ogden, U tah T e r r i t o r y ,  and a t  Cheyenne, th e y  r e ­

ce iv e d  th e  ex p ec ted  b u t  sad news o f  P r e s id e n t  James A. G a r f i e l d 's  d e a th . 

From Ogden th e y  rode  a  narrow -gauge ra ilw a y  to  D i l lo n ,  and f i n a l l y  r e ­

tu rn e d  to  H elena in  th e  ev en in g  o f  Septem ber 22.

In  November, l 88 l ,  a f t e r  50 y e a rs  o f  e x te n s iv e  re a d in g  and w r i t in g  

a s  a  la w y e r, ju d g e , newspaperm an, and lo v e r  o f  books and know ledge, h i s  

v i s io n  was w eakening and he rem arked in  h i s  jo u rn a l  "My e y e s ig h t  i s  f a i l ­

in g  p e rc e p ta b ly  -  I  can h a rd ly  read  o r  w r i te  . . . now w ith o u t g la s s e s .

The y e a r  1882 was th e  low p o in t  o f  m orale  in  th e  rem ark ab le  c a re e r  

o f  Judge H edges. The cause  o f  i t  was c h i e f ly  f i n a n c i a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  

which were n o t in f r e q u e n t  d u r in g  t h a t  y e a r .  H is jo u rn a l  e n t r i e s  fo r  

June 26 th ro u g h  J u ly  5; t e l l  o f  some o f  h i s  f i n a n c i a l  p ro b le m s , b u t a ls o  

o f  some r e l i e f  b ro u g h t ab o u t by an in c re a s e  i n  b u s in e s s  and co n seq u en tly  

a  b o o s t in  m o ra le . He c lo se d  h i s  jo u r n a l  f o r  t h a t  y e a r  w ith  "Good Bye to  

1882. I t  has b een  th e  m ost m ise ra b le  y e a r  o f  my l i f e .  May God g ra n t 

t h a t  I  n ev e r see  a n o th e r  l i k e  t h i s .

The b ig  ex c ite m e n t f o r  Montana T e r r i t o r y  in  th e  summer o f  1883 

was th e  com p le tio n  o f  th e  N o rth e rn  P a c i f i c  as a  t r a n s c o n t in e n t  r a i l r o a d ,  

and Hedges a g a in  was i n t e g r a l l y  in v o lv e d . He was a  member o f  th e  com­

m it te e  w hich a rra n g e d  th e  welcom ing c e le b r a t io n  on J u ly  4 f o r  th e  f i r s t  172 173

172 . J o u r n a ls , November 20 , l 88 l
173 . I b i d . ,  December 31, 1882.



r a i l r o a d  t r a i n  to  a r r i v e  i n  H e le n a .1^  And on A ugust 22 , he was one o f  

th e  few o f  th e  p r iv i le g e d  lo c a l  c i t i z e n s  who was ex tended  an i n v i t a t i o n  to  

a t te n d  th e  "Golden S p ike"  ceremony a t  Gold C reek . Among th e  o th e r  M ontana 

c e l e b r i t i e s  who jou rneyed  to  Gold C reek on th e  s p e c ia l  t r a i n  c o n s is t in g  o f  

th e  " S t .  P a u l" ,  C h ie f E n g in e e r  A n d e rso n 's  p r iv a t e  c a r ,  and two cabooses 

w ere: A c tin g  G overnor and T e r r i t o r i a l  S e c re ta ry  I s a a c  D. McCutcheon, C h ie f 

J u s t i c e  D ecius Wade, H e le n a 's  Mayor T. H. K le in s chm id t, C o lo n e l and M rs. 

W ilbur F . S a n d e rs , Samuel T . H a u se r , R u s s e l l  B. H a r r is o n , Wick K e s s le r ,

R. E . F is k ,  and Samuel Langhorne o f  Bozeman.^ 5

An e l e c t i o n  was h e ld  on November 6 , 1883, to  choose d e le g a te s  f o r  

th e  1884 C o n s t i tu t io n  C on v en tio n , and Hedges was a  c a n d id a te .  However, 

i t  was n o t u n t i l  November 2 1 , a f t e r  an o f f i c i a l  canvas and a  v o te  r e c o u n t ,  

t h a t  Hedges le a rn e d  t h a t  he had been  e le c te d  over J .  R. W eston to  a  s e a t  

i n  th e  C o n v en tio n . ^ ^

The C o n s t i tu t io n a l  C onvention  o f  1884 opened a t  noon on Jan u ary  l 4 .

On th e  1 7 th , he was a p p o in te d  chairm an o f  th e  E d u ca tio n  Com m ittee; th e  

r e a d e r  w i l l  remember t h a t  a t  th e  same tim e Hedges was T e r r i t o r i a l  S u p e r in ­

te n d e n t o f  P u b lic  I n s t r u c t i o n .  On Jan u a ry  26 , th e  r e p o r t  o f  th e  E d u ca tio n  

Committee was su b m itte d , d e b a te d , and v o ted  upon. A t th e  end o f  th e  day , 

Hedges d is a p p o in te d ly  e n te re d  in  h i s  jo u r n a l  "The / " E d u c a t io n /  A r t i c l e  

went t h r u  w ith  l i t t l e  im provem ent & more m u t i l a t i o n . " Judge Hedges c h a ire d  

th e  co n v en tio n  s e s s io n  on th e  2 8 th . F i n a l l y ,  he was a  member o f  th e  174 * 176
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174. L eeso n , o£. c i t y , p .  711.
175« J o u r n a ls , A ugust 21 and 22 , 1883 , and C am pbell, o£_. c i t . ,  p .  125
176 . J o u r n a ls , November 6 to  21 , 1883 .
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r e v i s io n  com m ittee t o  d r a f t  th e  f i n a l  form  o f  th e  docum ent, and he con­

t r i b u t e d  g r e a t ly  i n  t h a t  c a p a c i ty .  On F eb ru a ry  9 , he n o te d  in  h is  

jo u r n a l  th e  fo rm al s ig n in g  o f  th e  C o n s t i tu t io n ,  and th e"C o n v en tio n  c lo se d  

in  th e  eve w ith  l i t t l e  ceremony -  s in g in g  - S ta r  Spangled  B anner sung.

Judge H edges, a lo n g  w ith  ab o u t 250 o th e r  men and women who e n te re d  

M ontana and e s ta b l i s h e d  homes on o r  b e fo re  December 31# 1864, s igned  th e  

c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  th e  S o c ie ty  o f  Montana p io n e e r s  on Septem ber 10 , 1884, and 

became a  c h a r t e r  member o f  th e  S o c ie ty .1^  On A ugust 28 , 1885 , he was 

e le c te d  C orrespond ing  S e c re ta ry  o f  th e  o rg a n iz a t io n  and h e ld  t h a t  o f f ic e  

u n t i l  1886. On A ugust 2b,  I 888 , Hedges was e le c te d  S e c re ta ry  o f  th e  

S o c ie ty  a t  a  s a la r y  o f  $150 and se rv ed  in  t h a t  c a p a c ity  u n t i l  1892 , 

when he became th e  S o c ie ty 's  T re a s u re r .  He se rv ed  two y e a rs  in  t h a t  

p o s i t i o n ,  and he f i n a l l y  se rv ed  as th e  P r e s id e n t  o f  th e  S o c ie ty  o f  Montana 

P io n e e rs  in  190U and 1905.^^9

A gain i n  A ugust and Sep tem ber, 1885 , Hedges was in v o lv e d  in  a n o th e r  

a c t i v i t y  f o r  th e  b e n e f i t  o f  th e  community. On A ugust 10 , a lo n g  w ith  

C o lo n e l Samuel B ird ,  John ¥ .  Eddy, W illiam  B. Reed and A .E . B unker, 

C o rn e liu s  Hedges was in s tru m e n ta l  in  th e  o rg a n iz a t io n  o f  H e le n a 's  Young 

M en's C h r i s t i a n  A s s o c ia t io n .  On A ugust 12 , he was e le c te d  a  V ic e - P r e s i ­

d e n t o f  th e  Y.M.C.A. The o b je c t  o f  th e  Y.M.C.A. was to  work c lo s e ly  w ith  

th e  chu rches o f  th e  c i t y  and m a in ta in  re a d in g  rooms and f a c i l i t i e s  o f  l i k e  

n a tu re  f o r  th e  young men o f  th e  c i t y .  The fo rm al opening o f  th e  "Y" in  177 178 *

177 . I b i d . , Jan u ary  lb  to  F eb ru ary  9 # 1884.
178 . H am ilto n , og_. c i t . , p p . 519-521.
179* J o u r n a ls ,  A ugust 28 , 1885 , and A ugust 24 , 1888 , and The Montana 

D a ily  R ecord (H e le n a ), A p r i l  2 9 , 1907-
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rooms o ver F red  G am er's s to r e  on Sou th  Main S t r e e t  was Septem ber I ,  b u t  

Hedges was u n ab le  t o  a t te n d  b ecau se  o f  a  K nigh t Tem plar Commandery m eeting  

t h a t  e v e n in g .

I n  O ctober o f  1885 , in  th e  "C onclusion" s e c t io n  o f  h i s  "R eport on 

F o re ig n  C orrespondence" i n  th e  Grand Lodge P ro c e e d in g s , he ap o lo g ized  f o r  

th e  slow ness o f  p u b l i c a t io n  and adds "But to  t e l l  th e  t r u t h ,  we have been  

h a v in g  o u r f i r s t  e n c o u n te r  w ith  rheum atism , i n  w hich we h a v e / come 

o u t second b e s t  f o r  a b o u t th r e e  w eeks ."1®1 T h is  a f f l i c t i o n  co n tin u ed  to  

i r r i t a t i n g l y  h in d e r  him from  tim e  to  tim e  in  h i s  a c t iv e  sc h e d u le  f o r  th e  

rem a in d er o f  h i s  y e a r s .

A f te r  e x p e r ie n c in g  th e  g r i e f  o f  lo o s in g  th r e e  c h i ld r e n  o f  ch ildhood  

d i s e a s e s ,  D e n n is , L a n g fo rd , and E l l e n ,  C o rn e liu s  and Edna a g a in  e x ­

p e r ie n c e d  th e  so rrow  o f  th e  d e a th  o f  a  be lo v ed  c h i ld .  T h is  tim e i t  was 

t h e i r  f i r s t  g ra n d c h i ld ,  H a t t ie  L a y e tte  H edges, d a u g h te r  o f  W ill and h i s  

w ife  I d a .  News o f  h e r  d e a th  due to  th e  c ro u p , on Jan u a ry  6 , 1886, was
TQp

r e c e iv e d  in  H elena  on Ja n u a ry  $ , 1886 .

C o rn e l iu s ,  in  a  s p i r i t  o f  independence t h a t  he v e ry  much en jo y ed , 

had p r a c t ic e d  law  a lo n e  f o r  many y e a r s ,  b u t  on F eb ru a ry  I ,  1886, he 

formed a  new p a r tn e r s h ip  w ith  a  Mr. M i l l e r .  However, th e  p a r tn e r s h ip  was 

to  l a s t  l e s s  th a n  n in e  m onths. On O ctober 2 0 , th e  n o t ic e  o f  H edges' 

d i s s o lu t io n  w ith  M il le r  appeared  in  The H elena H e ra ld . The so u rce  o f  

f r i c t i o n  was M i l l e r 's  unending  p a s s io n  f o r  f i n a n c i a l  e x p e r im e n ts ; a f t e r  

th e  f a i l u r e  o f  a  b u t t e r  company schem e, M i l le r  im m ed ia te ly  became 180 181 182

180 . J o u r n a ls , A ugust 10 , 1885 , and C am pbell, op . c i t . , p .  175•
181 . P ro c e e d in g s . 2 1 s t Com m unication, 1885 , p .  153*
182 . J o u r n a ls , Jan u a ry  9 , 1886.
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e n t h u s i a s t i c  ab o u t in v e s tm en t in  a  new q u a r tz  m ining scheme and wanted 

Hedges to  in v e s t  a lso ." 1"®̂

B ecause o f  h i s  d e d ic a t io n  to  and b e l i e f  in  th e  f u tu r e  o f  e d u c a tio n

in  M ontana, i t  was a  so u rce  o f  g r e a t  p e r s o n a l  p r id e  f o r  C o rn e liu s  when h i s

d a u g h te r  Emma became th e  f i r s t  o f  th e  H edges ' o f f - s p r in g  to  be g rad u a ted

from  a  H elena H igh S ch o o l, on June 3, I 887 . The H era ld  term ed i t  "one

o f  th e  l a r g e s t  c l a s s e s /  i n  th e  h i s to r y  o f  th e  s c h o o l,"  i t  had a  t o t a l  
l 8k

o f  e ig h t  members. Both W ill and Edna C o rn e lia  had g ra d u a te d  from  

h ig h  sc h o o l o r  "academy" in  New E n g lan d . W ill a t te n d e d  th e  academy a t  

W e s tf ie ld ,  M a ssa c h u se tts ,  and had sp e n t n e a r ly  two y e a rs  a t  Y ale College. 

Edna C o rn e lia  a t te n d e d  W e lle s le y  C o lleg e  i n  th e  e a r ly  1 8 8 0 ' s , acc o rd in g  to  

h e r  f a t h e r 's  jo u r n a l s . Emma was m arried  t o  John W oodbridge a t  th e  fa m ily  

home on O ctober 17 , 1888.

Judge Hedges had been  a  member o f  th e  B ar o f  th e  t e r r i t o r y  s in c e  he 

had f i r s t  opened a  p r a c t i c e  in  H elena in  1865 . On Jan u a ry  1888 , he 

was e le c te d  t r e a s u r e r  o f  th e  Bar A s s o c ia t io n .  O fte n , b eca u se  o f  h is  

re c o g n iz e d  p r o f e s s io n a l  knowledge and a b i l i t y ,  he was th e  p e rso n  who con­

d u c ted  ex am in a tio n s  f o r  ad m issio n  to  th e  M ontana B ar. As as  exam ple, he 

exam ined C.R. C onnelly  and D avid B. C a rp e n te r  on Jan u ary  10 , 1888.^®^

The Omnibus E n a b lin g  A ct to  adm it M ontana, N orth  and Sou th  D akota, 

and W ashington to  s ta te h o o d  was p assed  by C ongress and s ig n ed  by P re s id e n t  183 * 185 186 187

1 8 3 . I b id y , F eb ru a ry  I ,  I 886 , and O ctober 2 0 , 1886.
181+. J o u r n a ls , June 3 , 1887 , and C am pbell, 0£ .  c i t . , p .  187 .
185 . L if e  o f  W yllys A. H edges.
186. J o u r n a ls , O ctober 1 7 ,1 8 8 8 .
1 8 7 . I b i d . , Jan u ary  U and 10 , 1888.
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C lev elan d  on F eb ru a ry  22 , 1889 . On th e  second Monday o f  May, p o l i t i c a l  

co n v en tio n s  were h e ld  in  th e  25 s p e c ia l  d i s t r i c t s ,  so  d e s ig n a te d  f o r  t h a t  

p u rp o se , to  nom inate d e le g a te s  to  d r a f t  a  c o n s t i t u t i o n .  Nominated from  

D i s t r i c t  l 4 ,  w hich was one o f  fo u r  d i s t r i c t s  in  Lewis and C la rk  County, 

was a  v e ry  t a l e n te d  g ro u p . I t  c o n s is te d  o f  R e p u b lic a n s , C o rn e liu s  Hedges 

and L.H . H e r s h f i e ld , and D em ocra ts, M a rtin  M aginnis and M ontana 's  f u tu r e  

f i r s t  G overno r, Joseph  K. T o o le . A t th e  e l e c t i o n  on May l 4 ,  th r e e  o f  th e  

fo u r  were t o  be e le c te d  d e le g a te s ,  and th e  r e s u l t s  c h ro n ic le d  th e  d e fe a t
I QD

o f  H edges. On May 1 5 , h i s  jo u rn a l  e n t ry  le n d s  i n s ig h t  t o  th e  rea so n  

f o r  h i s  d e f e a t .  He w ro te  "My opponents and t h e i r  a s s o c ia te s  sp e n t l o t s  

o f  money to  b e a t  me. " -^9

When th e  C onvention  opened in  H elena  on Ju ly  4 , 1889 , though  n o t a 

d e le g a te .  Hedges was on hand f o r  i t s  o p en in g . "Saw th e  co n v en tio n  sworn 

i n , "  he w ro te , "Though th e  o a th  came r a t h e r  h ard  to  H e r s h f i e ld ."^9 0  j  

b e l ie v e  th e  l a t t e r  i s  i n  r e fe re n c e  t o  th e  ban k in g  i n t e r e s t s  o f  L.H. 

H e r s h f i e ld , one o f  th e  th r e e  men who d e fe a te d  Hedges f o r  a  s e a t .  On th e  

6t h ,  Toby Hedges was e le c te d  a  page and e v e n tu a l ly  re c e iv e d  a  s a la r y  o f  

$172 f o r  h i s  work d u r in g  th e  co n v e n tio n .

On J u ly  22 and 2 3 , he a t te n d e d  th e  co n v en tio n  d u rin g  th e  c o n s id e ra ­

t i o n  o f  th e  J u d ic ia r y  b i l l .  On th e  23d , he w ro te  in  h i s  d ia r y ,  w ith  no 188 189 190 *

188. H am ilto n , o£. c i t . , p p . 536-537, and C am pbell, 0£ .  c i t . , p .  233 
and p .  235 .

1 89 . J o u r n a ls , May 1 5 , 1889 .
190 . I b i d . ,  J u ly  4 ,  I 8 8 9 .
191- J o u r n a ls , J u ly  6 , 1889 , and S en a te  J o u rn a l o f  th e  Second S e ss io n  

o f  th e  L e g i s la t i v e  A ssem bly o f  th e  S ta t e  o f  Montana (H elena : J o u rn a l 
P u b lis h in g  C o ., I 89I ) ,  p .  4-7« The s e s s io n  ra n  from  Ja n u a ry  5 to  
March 5 , 1891 . (T h is  so u rce  w i l l  h e r e i n a f t e r  be r e f e r r e d  to  as 
"S en a te  J o u r n a l , 2d S e s s io n . ")



sm a ll sen se  o f  accom plishm ent s in c e  he was n o t a  d e le g a te ,  " I  g o t th ro u g h  

one amendment. "^-92 h e e d le s s  to  s a y . Judge Hedges was an i n f l u e n t i a l  

p e r s o n . When th e y  c o n s id e re d  th e  e d u c a tio n  p ro v is io n s  o f  th e  p roposed  

c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  h i s  jo u rn a l  r e v e a ls  t h a t  he was v e ry  d is a p p o in te d  and d i s ­

s a t i s f i e d  w ith  th e  c o n v e n tio n 's  a c t io n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  w ith  t h e i r  r e f u s a l  to
I OQ

r e t a i n  s c h o o l l a n d s .

Judge H edges ' acknow ledged a b i l i t y  as an o r a to r  was a g a in  u t i l i z e d  

on th e  o c c a s io n  o f  th e  S i lv e r  A n n iv e rsa ry  o f  t e r r i t o r i a l  s t a t u s  fo r  

M ontana. He was th e  f e a tu r e d  o r a to r  a t  cerem onies h e ld  i n  H elena on 

May 25 a t  M ing 's  O pera H ouse. The c e le b r a t io n  was h e ld  th e  day b e fo re  

th e  a c tu a l  d a te  o f  May 2 6 , w hich f e l l  on Sunday.

On A ugust I ? ,  1889 , C o rn e liu s  Hedges was named R ep u b lican  nominee 

f o r  S ta te  S e n a to r  from  Lew is & C la rk  C ounty . He was nom inated on th e  

second b a l l o t  a t  a  R ep u b lican  Caucus from  a  f i e l d  t h a t  in c lu d e d  A.M. 

B o l t e r ,  T .H . K le in sc h m id t, and W.A. Chessman, and a t  one p o in t  he wanted 

to  d ec lin e ."* "^  On th e  day  o f  th e  e l e c t i o n ,  O ctober I ,  Hedges was con­

ce rn ed  ab o u t th e  n e g lig e n c e  o f  th e  County R ep u b lican  Com m ittee, and a t  

one p o in t  he th o u g h t "There were s ig n s  n o t o n ly  o f  n e g l ig e n c e , b u t 

t r e a c h e r y ."  On th e  2 d , he le d  by a  m eager m a jo r i ty ,  and th e  r e s u l t s  were 

s t i l l  in c o n c lu s iv e  on O ctober 9» However, upon r e tu r n in g  from  a  P re s -  

b y try  m eeting  in  M isso u la , C o rn e liu s  le a rn e d  he had won by a  m a jo r ity  o f  192 193 194 195

192 . J o u r n a ls , J u ly  22 and 23 , 1889 .
193 . I b i d . ,  J u ly  31 , I 889 .
194 . C am pbell, g o . c i t . , p .  234.
195 . J o u r n a l s , A ugust 17 , 1889 .
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121 votes."*" ̂

On November 8 , 1889 , a s  a  v e ry  p roud  M ontanan, Hedges w rote 

"Montana was ad m itte d  as  a  S ta te  to d a y  a t  10 :40  & news re c e iv e d  h e re  

by  11 a.m . G rea t r e jo i c in g ;  A l l  th e  f la g s  a f l o a t ! "1 ^T J n h i s  Masonic 

Grand Lodge C orrespondence R ep o rt f o r  1889 , he f u r th e r  e la b o ra te d  on h i s  

p ro u d , b u t  somewhat o v er o p t im is t i c  o p in io n  o f  M ontana 's  p o t e n t i a l :

W ith S ta teh o o d  and th e  c o n t r o l  o f  ou r r e s o u rc e s  in  
o u r own hands we may re a s o n a b ly  e x p e c t a  l a r g e r  u l t im a te ,  
i f  n o t r a p id  g row th . Our a re a  i s  e q u a l to  t h a t  o f  th e  
em pire o f  Ja p a n , w ith  i t s  3 7 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  in h a b i t a n t s .  We have 
s in g le  c o u n tie s  l a r g e r  th a n  Maine o r  I n d ia n a ,  and our 
s a g e -b ru sh  d e s e r t  la n d s ,  w ith  o n ly  w a te r ,  would y ie ld  more 
w h ea t, a c re  f o r  a c r e ,  th a n  th e  r i c h e s t  bo ttom  la n d s  i n  any 
p a r t  o f  th e  M is s is s ip p i  V a lle y . I t  i s  th e  d e s tin e d  home 
f o r  m i l l io n s  in  th e  g r e a t  f u tu r e .  S to re d  away in  ou r 
m ountains i s  enough p re c io u s  m e ta ls  to  pay  a l l  th e  d e b ts  
o f  th e  w orld  and f i l l  e v e ry o n e ' s p o c k e ts  b e s id e s .

M asonry and our G r. Lodge have a  c a re e r  p ro p o r ­
t io n e d  to  th e  a r e a  and re s o u rc e s  o f  M ontana. We have no 
o c c a s io n  to  envy o t h e r s . ^^8

The F i r s t  L e g i s l a t i v e  Assem bly was schedu led  to  convene on November 

2 3 , 1889 , b u t  i t  was n o t  u n t i l  December 1 9 , t h a t  th e  R ep u b lican  S e n a to rs  

o rg a n iz e d  to  t r a n s a c t  some b u s in e s s .  E f f o r t s  f o r  o rg a n iz a t io n  o f  th e  

e n t i r e  S en a te  had been  th w a rte d  by b o y c o tt in g  D em ocra tic  S e n a to rs .  On 

t h a t  day , L t . Gov. J .E .  R ic k a rd s ,  P r e s id e n t  o f  th e  S e n a te , ap p o in ted  

Hedges to  th e  Committee on R ules."*"^ On December 30, H edges ' p a t ie n c e  was 

w earing  t h i n ,  he w ro te  "Most o f  th e  day sp e n t in  caucus & ta k in g  compro­

m ise -  I t  came to  n o th in g , th o ro u g h ly  d is g u s te d  & w i l l  t r y  no m ore." On * * * *

196 .
197 .
198 .
199.

I b i d . ,  O ctober I  to  13 , 1889 .
J o u r n a l s , November 8 , 1889 .
P ro c e e d in g s . 2 4 th  Com m unication, p .  95 o f  A ppendix "C".
J o u r n a ls ,  November 23 to  December 19 , 1889 , and H am ilto n , op. c i t . , 
p p . 568-573.



th e  3 1 s t ,  th e  R ep u b lican  members o f  b o th  houses met i n  j o i n t  s e s s io n  and

p ro ceed ed  to  e l e c t  U .S . S e n a to r s . Hedges su p p o rted  W.F. S a n d e rs , who

was e le c te d  on Jan u ary  I ,  1890 . The n e x t day T .C . Powers was e l e c te d .

A lthough  th e y  were c o n te s te d  by W.A. C la rk  and M artin  M aginnis f o r  M ontana 's

s e a t s  i n  W ash ing ton , th e y  were e v e n tu a l ly  s e a te d .^ 0® On th e  1 5 th  o f

Jem uaiy , he commented t h a t  he was ap p o in te d  to  a l l  th e  S en a te  Committees

w hich he w anted w ith o u t emy p re v io u s  re q u e s t

On F ebrueuy 8 , a f t e r  S e n a to r  B ecker held been  b ro u g h t b ack  to  H elena

un d er g u a rd . Hedges w ro te :

G re a t Day in  S en a te  -  B ecker b ro u g h t back  on 
s p e c ia l  -  R e leased  from  contem pt o f /  L e g is la tu r e  t i l l  
2 / l 2  b u t  co n tem p la ted  n o th in g  -  T ru s te d  B e c k e r 's  word 
t h a t  he would be p r e s e n t  Monday.

But when B ecker l e f t  th e  s t a t e ,  Hedges e x h ib i te d  h is  in d ig n a t io n  and an g er 

i n  h i s  jo u r n a l .  To H edges, honor was a  s a c re d  v i r t u e  and S en . B ecker had 

v io la te d  i t .  I n  b o ld  s t ro k e s  he w ro te  "When we met to d a y  found th a t  

B ecker had sk ip p ed  -  A l l  c o n fu s io n  . . ."202  Qn th e  l 8t h .  Hedges was a p ­

p o in te d  by th e  R ep u b lican  S e n a to rs  t o  a d d re s s  th e  p e o p le  o f  Montana and

e x p la in  th e  s i t u a t i o n  to  th e m .2^  The s e s s io n  e x p ire d  by law  on F eb ru ary

2042 0 , w ith o u t any o rg a n iz a t io n  o f  th e  S e n a te .

The Second S e s s io n  o f  th e  L e g i s la t iv e  Assembly opened on Jan u ary  5; 

I 89I .  On t h a t  d ay , Hedges was d e fe a te d  10 to  6 by S en . W illiam  M. 200 201 202 203 204

5 6

200 . J o u r n a ls , December 30 and 31# 1889 , and Jan u ary  I  and 2 , 1890 , 
and H am ilto n , o p . c i t ♦ , p p . 574-575•

201. J o u r n a ls , Ja n u a ry  1 5 , 1890 .
202 . I b i d . ,  F eb ru a ry  8 and 10 , 1890 .
203 . I b i d . , F eb ru a ry  18 , 1890 .
204. H am ilto n , o p . c i t . ,  p .  576.
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T h u rs to n  o f  D eer Lodge County f o r  th e  p o s i t i o n  o f  P re s id e n t  p ro  tem pore 

on a  s t r i c t  p a r t y - l i n e  v o t e .205 On th e  t h i r d  day o f  th e  s e s s io n  he was 

a p p o in te d  to  a  th ree -m an  com m ittee to  m eet w ith  th e  House t o  d ec id e  j o i n t  

r u l e s . 20^ D uring  t h a t  s e s s io n ,  S e n a to r  Hedges was a  member o f  th e  f o l ­

low ing  s ta n d in g  com m ittees: C o rp o ra tio n s  o th e r  th a n  M u n ic ip a l, E d u c a tio n ,

F e d e ra l  R e la t io n s ,  J u d ic ia r y ,  P u b lic  M o ra ls , and R u l e s . 2 Se na t o r  

H edges' te rm  e x p ire d  in  November, 1892 . 20®

I n  a  b io g r a p h ic a l  s k e tc h  o f  h i s  f a t h e r .  W ill summarized h i s  d a d ' s  

c o n t r ib u t io n  as  a  member o f  th e  S ta te  S e n a te . As th e  f i r s t  S e n a to r  from  

Lew is and C la rk  C ounty, he "ex h au sted  e v e ry  h o n o rab le  means t o  r i s e  above 

c o n s id e ra t io n  o f  p a r t i s a n  ad v an tag e"  i n  th e  enactm ent o f  w ise  law s f o r  

th e  f u t u r e , w hich to  him  was much more im p o rta n t th a n  t r i v i a l  p a r t i s a n  

p o l i t i c s . 2t^

A t a  m ee tin g  o f  th e  H i s to r i c a l  S o c ie ty  o f  M ontana on F eb ru ary  I ,  

1890 , Hedges was e le c te d  V ic e - p r e s id e n t .  He succeeded  G ra n v il le  S tu a r t ,  

who was e le c te d  P r e s id e n t  i n  p la c e  o f  W.F. S a n d e rs . S an d ers  had ju s t  

been  e le c te d  U .S . S e n a to r  and would be in  W ashington, D. C. ,  much o f  th e  

t i m e . A n d  on A p r i l  3 , 1895 , Hedges was e le c te d  P r e s id e n t  o f  th e  

H i s t o r i c a l  S o c ie ty .2^

I n  J u ly  and A ugust o f  1891 , C o rn e l iu s ,  Edna, and Toby to o k  a n o th e r

2 05 . S en a te  J o u r n a l ,  2d S e s s io n , p . 7 .
206 . I b i d . ; p .  55 .
2 0 7 . I b i d . ,  p p . 77 -7 8 .
2 0 8 . I b i d . , p .  3 .
2 0 9 . W.A. H edges, "C o rn e liu s  Hedges ,"  C o n tr ib u t io n s , V I I ,  p .  191
2 10 . J o u r n a ls , F eb ru a ry  I ,  1890 .
2 1 1 . " T ra n s a c t io n s ,"  C o n tr ib u t io n s , I I ,  P .  43 .
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v a c a t io n  t r i p ,  t h i s  tim e  to  th e  P a c i f i c  N orthw est and up th e  " in la n d  

Waterway P a ssa g e "  to  S i tk a ,  A la s k a . They l e f t  H elena on J u ly  31, and 

s a i l e d  from  S e a t t l e  on A ugust 6 . They reach ed  W rangel on th e  8t h  and 

S i tk a  on A ugust 12 . On th e  way up , Judge Hedges was much im pressed  w ith  

th e  "wooded m ountains on b o th  s id e s  & w ith  p a tc h e s  o f  snow & cascad es"  

i n  th e  in la n d  w aterw ay p a s s a g e . A t S i tk a ,  th e y  were th e  g u e s ts  o f  T e r­

r i t o r i a l  G overnor Knapp a t  d in n e r  and an ev en in g  B a l l .  They r e tu rn e d  to  

S e a t t l e  on th e  l 8t h  o f  A ugust and v i s i t e d  a t  Olympia w ith  Grand S e c re ta ry  

Read o f  th e  W ashington Grand Lodge t h a t  e v e n in g . They p roceeded  on to  

P o r t la n d  on th e  1 9 th  and a r r iv e d  home on A ugust 21 .

C o rn e liu s  Hedges was a ls o  o f f  t r a v e l l i n g  in  th e  summer o f  1892 .

He a t te n d e d  th e  T e m p la r 's  G en era l Grand Commandery T r i e n n ia l  in  D enver, 

and he commented, "The c h ie f  p le a s u re  and rew ard  a n t i c ip a te d  from  our 

D enver T r ip  was th e  m eeting  o f  fe l lo w  la b o re r s  i n  th e  M asonic v in e y ard  

and in  t h i s  r e s p e c t  we were n o t d i s a p p o in te d ."2^  j n A u g u st, 1895, he 

a t te n d e d  a  s im i la r  T r ie n n ia l  in  B o sto n . I n  rem ark ing  t h a t  he a tte n d e d  

t h a t  T e m p la r 's  r e u n io n , he added " In  f a c t ,  t h a t  i s  one o f  th e  c h ie f  

a t t r a c t i o n s  t o  us in  making a  long  p ilg r im a g e  to  th e  e a s t  a t  a  season  

when we would much p r e f e r  t o  be in  th e  m o u n ta in s ." 21^

By 1893, h i s  M asonic w r i t in g  was ta k in g  p reced en ce  o v e r a l l  o th e r  

ty p e s  o f  w r i t i n g .  He was th e n  w r i t in g  th e  volum inous F r a te r n a l  212 213 214

212 . J o u r n a ls , J u ly  31 to  A ugust 21 , 1891 , and P ro c e e d in g s . 2Yth 
Com m unication, 1891 , p .  107 o f  A ppendix "A".

213 . P ro c e e d in g s . 2 8 th  Comm unication, 1892 , p .  I  and p .  131 o f  
A ppendix "A .

214. P ro c e e d in g s . 3 1 s t Com m unication, 1895, P* I  and p .  135 o f  
A ppendix "A".
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C orrespondence R ep o rt f o r  n o t o n ly  Grand L odge, b u t  a l s o  f o r  Grand C hap ter 

and Grand Commandery b ecau se  he was th e  Grand S e c re ta ry  and Grand R eco rder 

o f  th o s e  r e s p e c t iv e  b o d i e s . 5 Judge Hedges and h i s  w ife  Edna a tte n d e d  

th e  M asonic C ongress in  C hicago h e ld  d u r in g  th e  Chicago W o rld 's  F a i r  in  

1893 . He was ap p o in te d  as one o f  f iv e  P a s t  Grand M aste rs  to  a t te n d  and 

r e p r e s e n t  M ontana, b u t  due to  th e  f i n a n c i a l  p a n ic  o f  1893 , Hedges was th e  

o n ly  one to  a t t e n d , and he went a t  c o n s id e ra b le  p e r s o n a l  f i n a n c i a l  s a c r i ­

f i c e . 216

C o rn e liu s  Hedges a lo n g  w ith  W.B. H undley and M artin  M ag in n is , a c t in g  

a s  a  Committee o f  th e  Grand Lodge o f  M ontana, s e le c te d  and c o l le c te d  th e  

m a te r ia ls  f o r  th e  m e ta l c o rn e r - s to n e  o f  th e  S ta te  C a p i to l  B u ild in g  in

1899 . 217

A lso  in  1899 , d u r in g  th e  lo n g , b i t t e r  C la rk -D a ly  f i g h t  o v er th e  

e l e c t i o n  o f  th e  U .S . S e n a to r , Judge Hedges was nom inated a s  a  d e a d -lo c k  

b re a k in g  c a n d id a te , and re c e iv e d  f u l l  su p p o r t o f  th e  R ep u b lican  p a r ty  i n  

b o th  H o u ses .2^

The T w ilig h t Y e a rs , 1901-1907

E a r ly  i n  1901, rheum atism , w hich f i r s t  a f f l i c t e d  Judge Hedges in  

1885 , grew  more a c u te  and he found i t  n e c e s s a ry  to  go to  so u th e rn  C a l i ­

f o r n ia  f o r  two months o f  v a c a t io n  to  se e k  r e l i e f .  He n o te d  t h a t  th e  215 216 217 218

215 . P ro c e e d in g s . 29 th  Com m unication, 1893 , p .  2 o f  A ppendix "A".
216 . See Pomeroy, e t  a l . , o p . c i t . ,  p p . 11 -12 ; P ro c e e d in g s . 2 8 th  

Com m unication, 1B92 , p p .""Vj-RTf and P ro c e e d in g s . 43d Com m unication,
1907 , p .  6 2 .

217. C o rn e liu s  H edges, " S p e c ia l  Comm unication o f  th e  Grand Lodge, A .F . 
& A.M. o f  M ontana, To Lay th e  C o rn e r-s to n e  o f  th e  S ta te  C a p i to l  
B u ild in g ,"  C o n tr ib u t io n s , IV , p .  35-

218. P ro g re s s iv e  Men, p .  2 .
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rh eu m a tic  p a in s  were s t i l l  bo thersom e in  th e  f a l l . 2 l 9 A lso  on J u ly  U, 

1901 , in  commenting on a  "sum ptuous b an q u e t"  sp read  "under th e  shade o f  

F r u i t  t r e e s  o f  a l l  k in d s "  a f t e r  a  Grand Lodge c o rn e rs to n e  la y in g  a t  

S t e v e n s v i l l e , he s t a t e d :

The o c c a s io n  w i l l  lo n g  be c h e r ish e d  in  memory 
o f  th o se  who p a r t i c i p a t e d  and even  th e  Grand S e c re ta ry  f o r  
th e  o c c a s io n  a lm o st f o rg o t  th e  p a in s  and d i s a b i l i t i e s  o f  
h i s  rheum atism . 20

I n  1901 and 1902, he began to  i n d i c a te  t h a t  h i s  rheum atism  no lo n g e r  

a llow ed  him  f r e e  use o f  h i s  lim b s , and t h a t  th e  w r i t in g  o f  F r a te r n a l  

C orrespondence R e p o r ts , w hich were a  so u rc e  o f  p le a s u re  t o  him  f o r  over 

30 y e a r s ,  was now a  p a in f u l  and w earisom e jo b . 219 220 221 And i n  1902, th e  y e a r  

he had an ex tended  and a lm o s t f a t a l  i l l n e s s ,  he gave in d i c a t i o n  t h a t  he 

was p e rh ap s  a lm o s t re a d y  to  la y  down h i s  w orking to o l s  f o r  h i s  j u s t  r e ­

ward . He w ro te :

I t  i s  u s u a l ly  a  p le a s u re  t o  w r i te  th e s e  r e p o r t s , 
b u t  we co n fe ss  th e  p le a s u re  has b een  m a te r ia l ly  le s s e n e d  
th in k in g  o f  o ld  a s s o c ia te s  in  t h i s  w ork. We o f te n  envy 
them  t h a t  t h i s  l i f e  o f  l i m i t a t i o n  and d isa p p o in tm e n t i s  
o v e r .  Y et th e r e  i s  p le a s u r e  i n  l i v i n g  and w atch ing  th e  
m ighty  s t r i d e s  o f  p r o g r e s s ,  n o t  o n ly  i n  M asonry, b u t  i n  
a l l  th e  a r t s  and s c ie n c e s  t h a t  m in is te r  to  h ig h e r  c i v i l ­
i z a t i o n . 222

Hedges c o n d i t io n  was so a c u te  in  December o f  t h a t  y e a r  t h a t  h i s  c lo se  

p e r s o n a l  f r i e n d ,  P a s t  Grand M aster C h a rle s  H. Gould w ro te  Toby:

219 . P ro c e e d in g s . 3 7 th  Com m unication, 1901, p .  35*
220. I b id  . , p . U .
221 . P ro c e e d in g s . 3 7 th  Comm unication, 1901, p .  121 o f  "R eport on 

F r a te r n a l  C o rresp o n d en ce ,"  and P ro c e e d in g s . 38t h  Comm unication, 
1902, p .  135 o f  "R eport on F r a te r n a l  C o rresp o n d en ce ."

222. P ro c e e d in g s . 38t h  Com m unication, 1902, p .  135 o f  "R eport on 
F r a te r n a l  C o rresp o n d en ce ."
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A few days s in c e ,  th e  p r e s s  d is p a tc h e s  r e p o r te d  
your d e a r  f a th e r  i l l  n ig h  un to  d e a th .  D a ily ,  s in c e  th e n ,
I  have scaned  th e  p a p e r s , each  m orn ing , w ith  an x io u s eye 
and heaved a  s ig h  o f  r e l i e f  as  I  found h i s  name had n o t 
been  added to  th e  s c r o l l  o f  im m orta ls  . . . K in d ly  t e l l  him 
t h a t  I  g r ie v e  t h a t  one whom I  deem so t r u e  and n o b le  shou ld  
be c a l le d  to  undergo such  s u f f e r i n g .^ 3

An e rro n eo u s  r e p o r t  o f  Judge H edges' d e a th  even reach ed  E .T . C a rr ,

3 3 ° , S o v e re ig n  Grand I n s p e c to r  G e n e ra l, A. & A .S .R ., i n  L eavenw orth ,

K ansas . C arr w ro te  to  Toby e x p re s s in g  condo lences and r e q u e s t in g  a

p e r s o n a l  h i s t o r y .  The n e x t d ay , he w ro te  a n o th e r  l e t t e r  e x p re s s in g  r e l i e f

t h a t  h i s  f i r s t  r e p o r t  had been  i n  error.

However, C o rn e liu s  H edges' te m p o ra l jo y s  and p le a s u r e s  were by no

means a t  an  en d . I n  I 903# he gained  r e s to r e d  h e a l th ,  and w ith  much p r id e

re tu rn e d  to  New H aven, C o n n e c tic u t , i n  th e  e a r ly  summer to  a t te n d  th e

5 0 th  A n n iv e rsa ry  o f  h i s  Y ale g ra d u a tin g  c l a s s .  I n  h i s  own w ords;

I t  was a  g r e a t  p r iv i l e g e  and p le a s u re  to  r e tu r n  
a f t e r  f i f t y  y e a rs  t o  ou r o ld  c o l le g e  and renew  th e  a c ­
q u a in ta n c e s  form ed a  h a l f  c e n tu ry  ago though  under 
g r e a t ly  changed c o n d i t io n s .

On J u ly  1 7 , 1906, Edna and C o rn e liu s  H edges, w ith  g r e a t  p le a s u r e , 

c e le b ra te d  t h e i r  G olden Wedding A n n iv e rsa ry  in  H elen a . A l l  o f  t h e i r  

l i v in g  c h i ld r e n  were in  a tte n d a n c e  a t  th e  c e le b r a t io n ;  W ill  Hedges from  

h i s  ra n c h  in  F ergus C ounty, Henry H. Hedges from  h is  ra n c h  in  V a lley  

C ounty , M rs. Emma W oodbridge from  B o sto n , M a ssa c h u se tts ,  and M rs. Edna 223 224 225

223. C h a rle s  H. Gould to  C o rn e liu s  H edges, J r . , December 2 0 , 1902, 
L in c o ln , N eb rask a , CGS.

224 . E . T . C arr to  C o rn e liu s  H edges, J r . , December 12 , 1902, and 
December 1 3 , 1902, L eavenw orth , K an sas , CGS.

2 2 5 . P ro c e e d in g s . 3 9 th  Com m unication, 1903 , p .  31 , and p p . 135-136 o f  
"R eport on F r a te r n a l  C o rresp o n d en ce ."
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C o rn e l ia  P alm er and C o rn e liu s  H edges, J r . , b o th  o f  Wnom l iv e d  in  H e len a . 22(3 

Judge C o rn e liu s  H edges ' f i n a l  i l l n e s s  began  in  A ugust o f  1 9 0 6 .2 2 f 

The l a s t  com m unication o f  th e  Grand Lodge o f  M ontana wnich Hedges 

a t te n d e d  was th e  s p e c ia l  com m unication h e ld  to  la y  th e  c o rn e r - s to n e  f o r  

th e  M asonic Home n e a r  H elen a  on December 2 7 , 1906 . He d e s c r ib e d  th e  

s l e ig h  r id e  o f  ab o u t e ig h t  m ile s  o u t i n t o  th e  v a l le y  to  th e  M asonic Home 

s i t e :

The s l e ig h  r i d e  was g r e a t ly  e n jo y e d , though  th e  
snow was l i g h t  and t h i n .  The sun shone o u t o c c a s io n a l ly ,  
and th e  fog  l i f t e d ,  showing th e  t r e e s  covered  w ith  a 
g l i s t e n in g  a r r a y  o f  h o a r - f r o s t ,  and th e  c i r c l i n g  m ountains 
i n  w h ite  w in te r  a p p a r e l .  T here was no w ind, and th e  sun 
s h in in g  th ro u g h  f le e c y  c louds seemed to  be sm ilin g  a 
b e n e d ic t io n .

The e s ta b l is h m e n t o f  th e  M asonic Home f o r  M ontana was v e ry  d e a r  to  

H edges ' h e a r t . The Grand Lodge M em orial w r i t t e n  a t  h i s  d e a th  t e l l s  o f 

h i s  c o n t r ib u t io n  in  t h i s  f i e l d :

The e f f o r t s  o f  h i s  l a t e r  y e a rs  have been  d ev o ted  
to  f u r th e r in g  th e  cause  o f  M asonic c h a r i t y ,  and e s p e c i a l l y  
th e  work o f  b u i ld in g  a  M asonic Home in  M ontana. By h i s  
w r i t in g s  and c o n v e r s a t io n ,  he in s p i r e d  a  b r o th e r  o f  t h i s  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  to  d e v ise  a  la rg e  e s t a t e ,  th e  income o f  w hich 
i s  to  be used f o r  th e  su p p o r t o f  a  home f o r  aged and i n ­
f i rm  Masons and M asonic widows and o rp h a n s .22^

Hedges k e p t a  jo u r n a l  u n t i l  ap p ro x im a te ly  two weeks b e fo re  h is  d e a th ,  

b u t  th e  l a s t  two weeks o f  e n t r i e s  a re  e x tre m e ly  d i f f i c u l t  to  read  and th e  

f i n a l  e n t r y  i s  a l l  b u t  im p o ss ib le  to  d e c ip h e r .  He s u f f e r e d  a  h e a r t  a t t a c k  226 227 228 229

226 . C o rn e liu s  H edges, J r .  to  M.M. M i l l e r ,  O ctober 27 , I 907, CGS, 
L e t t e r  Box "1907" .

227. P ro c e e d in g s . k2d Commumic a t io n ,  1907» p .  126 o f  "R eport on 
F r a te r n a l  C o rresp o n d en ce ."

228. P ro c e e d in g s , k^d Com m unication, I 9O7 , p p . k -5 .
2 2 9 . I b i d . , p p . 63 -6 4 .



d u rin g  th e  f i r s t  week o f  A p r i l ,  1907 , and l iv e d  ap p ro x im a te ly  th r e e  more

w eeks. As p ro o f  o f  th e  h ig h  r e s p e c t  h e ld  o f  him by th e  c i t i z e n r y  o f

H e len a , The H elena In d ep en d en t reco rd ed  t h a t  " s in c e  h i s  l a s t  i l l n e s s

s c o re s  o f  p e o p le  have in q u ire d  d a i ly  ab o u t h i s  c o n d i t io n . "230

D eath  came to  t h i s  grand o ld  Montana p io n e e r  a t  12 :3 0  a .m . , A p r i l

2 9 , "worn o u t a f t e r  a  s t r u g g le  o f a lm ost th r e e  weeks w ith  d is e a s e  which

ravaged  th e  once s tro n g  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  u n co n sc io u sn ess  came as  a  r e l i e f  to

th e  p a t i e n t . "  A t h i s  b e d s id e  a t  d e a th  a t  th e  fa m ily  home were h is  w ife

E dna, h i s  son Toby, and h is  d a u g h te r  Edna.

Judge H edges ' f u n e r a l  was h e ld  a t  th e  F i r s t  P r e s b y te r ia n  Church

a t  2 p .m . on May I ,  1907 . The f u n e r a l  sermon was g iv e n  by Rev. D r. W.N.

S l o a n . The P u b lic  L ib ra ry  was c lo se d  from  noon u n t i l  6 p .m . t h a t  day

o u t o f  r e s p e c t  and t r i b u t e . A ll  o f  h i s  l i v i n g  c h i ld r e n  a t te n d e d  ex cep t

Emma and h e r  h e a l th  d id  n o t p e rm it h e r  t r a v e l l i n g  from  B o s to n .2^  A ll

b u t  f iv e  o f  th e  Grand Lodge O f f ic e r s  were in  a tte n d a n c e  a lo n g  w ith  e ig h t
2 7 k

P a s t  Grand M a s te rs . J The group o f  gen tlem en  p ay ing  t h e i r  l a s t  r e s p e c ts  

f o r  th e  S o c ie ty  o f  M ontana P io n e e rs  read  l i k e  a r o s t e r  o f  th e  most im ­

p o r ta n t  l i v i n g  p io n e e r s . I t  in c lu d ed  W.A. C la rk , W alter C ooper, G ra n v il le  

S t u a r t ,  Henry F . E d g a r , Conrad K ohrs, and A.M. H o l te r .2 ^  A lso , la rg e  

numbers o f  Masons from a l l  o ver Montana and o th e rs  "o f  e v e ry  w alk and 230 231 232 233 234 *
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230. The H elena In d e p e n d e n t, A p r i l  2 9 , 1907*
231 . I b i d .
232. The e n t i r e  t e x t  o f  t h i s  f u n e r a l  sermon was p r in te d  in  th e  May I ,  

1907, i s s u e  o f  The M ontana D a ily  R ecord (H e len a ).
233 . The H elena In d e p e n d e n t, A p r i l  29 , 1907 .
234. P ro ceed in g s"  43d Com m unication, 1907> P- 7-
235• The M ontana D a ily  Record (H e le n a ), A p r i l  2 9 , 1907»
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s t a t i o n "  a t te n d e d  th e  s e r v i c e s . He was b u r ie d  w ith  M asonic honors a t

2^6F o re s tv a le  Cem etary a t  H elen a . J

H edges ' in f lu e n c e  reach ed  beyond th e  b o u n d a rie s  o f  M ontana, he was 

known as a  d e d ic a te d  s c h o la r  th ro u g h o u t th e  M asonic w orld which in c lu d ed  

A u s t r a l i a ,  New Z ea lan d , Canada, most o f  L a t in  A merica and w es te rn  E urope, 

and th e  Grand O r ie n t o f  E g y p t, as w e ll as th e  rem ain d er o f  th e  U nited  

S t a t e s .  H is d e a th  was f e l t  in  many p a r t s  o f  th e  g lo b e . I  have been a b le  

t o  lo c a te  l e t t e r s  o f  condo lence w r i t t e n  to  Toby a f t e r  h i s  f a th e r s  d e a th  

from  f iv e  s t a t e s ,  M aine, V i r g in ia ,  O hio , W isconsin  and M inneso ta , th e  

Grand Lodge o f  Nova S c o t ia  and th e  Gran L o g ia  de l a  I s l a  de C uba.^37 And 

a  te le g ra m  was re c e iv e d  from  Grand S e c re ta ry  C h r is to p h e r  D ie h l o f  th e  U tah 

Grand Lodge on th e  day o f  h is  f u n e r a l . ^ 3®

Grand M aster A D . M acdonald "on May I l t h  is su e d  a g e n e ra l  l e t t e r  in  

th e  form  o f  a d is p e n s a t io n  to  a l l  th e  lo d g e s , d i r e c t in g  them  to  meet in  

t h e i r  lodge rooms . . .  On Sunday A fte rn o o n , May 2 6 th , to  h o ld  e i t h e r  

p u b lic  o r  p r iv a t e  M em orial S e rv ic e s  f o r  C o rn e liu s  H edges/^39  At such 236 237 238 239

2 3 6 . P ro c e e d in g s . 43d Com m unication, 1907, P . 8 .
237. L e t t e r  from  th e  Norway, M aine, M asonic L ib ra ry  to  C o rn e liu s  H edges, 

J r . ,  Norway, M aine, June 14, 1907; Thomas G. D av is , P .G .M ., to  
C o rn e liu s  H edges, J r . ,  F re d e r ic k sb u rg , V ir g in ia ,  May 18 , 1907; W illiam
M. P e r r y ,  Grand S e c r e ta r y ,  to  C o rn e liu s  H edges, J r . , M ilw aukee, 
W isco n sin , May J , 1907; J .H . Brom w ell, Grand S e c r e ta r y ,  to  C o rn e liu s  
H edges, J r . , C i n c i n a t i i , O hio, June 22 , 1907; Thomas Montgomery, Grand 
S e c r e ta r y ,  to  C o rn e liu s  H edges, J r . , S t .  P a u l, M in n eso ta , May 23 , I 907; 
W.S Wombay, Grand S e c re ta ry ,  to  C o rn e liu s  H edges, J r . , H a l i f a x ,  Nova 
S c o t i a ,  O ctober 1 7 , 1907; and C a rlo s  G. H a r le s , Grand S e c re ta ry ,  to  
C o rn e liu s  H edges, J r . , Havana, Cuba, J u ly  I ,  1907• A ll  o f  which a re
in  CGS, L e t t e r  Box "1907 ."

2 3 8 . P ro c e e d in g s . 43d Com m unication, 1907 , P . 8 .
2 3 9 . I b i d . ,  p .  2 5 .



a Lodge o f  Sorrow  in  L iv in g s to n  on t h a t  day , P a s t  Grand M aster Edward C.

Day d e l iv e r e d  th e  M em orial A d d ress. I n  c o n c lu s io n , he rem arked :

I  s a id ,  in  o p en in g , t h a t  h is  d e a th  marks th e  
c lo s in g  o f  an e r a .  He i s  among th e  l a s t  to  p a s s  away 
o f  th e  g r e a t  fo u n d ers  o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n  in  M ontana. He 
was th e  l a s t  o f  th e  g r e a t  fo u n d ers  o f  Masonry in  Mon­
ta n a .  2^O

I n  c o n c lu s io n  o f  t h i s  b io g ra p h ic a l  s k e tc h ,  th e  words o f  Grand M aster 

A lexander D. M acdonald v e ry  s u c c in c t ly  sum up th e  l i f e  o f  C o rn e liu s  

H edges:

65

j_ H e / was th e  v e ry  b e s t  p ro d u c t o f  th e  c u l tu re d  
E a s t ,  developed  and broadened  by a s s o c ia t io n  w ith  th e  
generous and v ig o ro u s  s p i r i t  o f  th e  W est. ^  * 24

2U0. MS copy o f  th e  M em orial A ddress d e l iv e r e d  by P.G.M . Edward C. Day 
in  L iv in g s to n  Lodge # 3 2 , A .F . & A .M ., a t  L iv in g s to n , M ontana, May 
2 6 , 1907 . I t  i s  in  CGS, L e t te r  Box "1907 ."

2 4 l .  P ro c e e d in g s . 43d Com m unication, I 907, P« 21.



Chapter I I I

MOTIVATING FORCES OF CHARACTER

Behind C o rn e liu s  H edges ' accom plishm ents and c o n t r ib u t io n s  to  th e  

p o s i t i v e  developm ent o f  M ontana was a  s e t  o f  id e a l s  w hich perm eated  e v e ry  

a c t i v i t y  and concern  w ith  which he was a s s o c ia te d .  B ecause Hedges b e l ie v e d  

in  and p r a c t ic e d  th e  v i r t u e s  o f  h o n o r, b r o th e r ly  lo v e ,  and c h a r i ty ,  he 

accom plished  uncommon th in g s  in  r e l a t i v e l y  common ways.

To H edges, honor was sa c re d  and he en joyed  no g r e a t e r  p le a s u re  th a n  

to  be t r u s t e d  as a f r i e n d .  W ill Hedges d e s c r ib e d  th e  e x te n t  to  which 

honor was im p o rta n t in  h i s  f a t h e r 's  l i f e  when he s a id ,  "He b e l ie v e d  a 

good name was w orth  more th a n  r ic h e s  and th u s  sp read  good w i l l  f a r  and 

wi d e . Al s o to  him , r e l i a b i l i t y  was an  im p o rta n t p a r t  o f  h o n o r, th u s  

i t  to o  was e x h ib i te d  in  H edges' l i f e .  An e x c e rp t from  N .P . L a n g fo rd 's  

d ia r y  o f  th e  Y ellow stone e x p e d it io n  shows how t h a t  v i r t u e  i n  h i s  l i f e  was 

a p p re c ia te d  by o th e rs :

Hedges i s  t o  be my com rade-in -arm s in  t h i s  
s e r v i c e . He has ex p re ssed  to  me h i s  g r e a t  s a t i s f a c ­
t i o n  t h a t  he i s  to  be a s s o c ia te d  w ith  me th ro u g h o u t 
th e  t r i p  in  t h i s  n ig h t  guard  d u ty , and I  am e s p e c i a l l y  
p le a se d  a t  b e in g  a s s ig n e d  to  d u ty  w ith  so r e l i a b l e  a 
c o a d ju to r  as H edges, a  man who can be depended upon to  
n e g le c t  no d u ty . ^3

Even th e  once h o s t i l e  H elena In d ep en d en t w ro te  o f  him:

. . . from  th e  tim e when he f i r s t  came to  th e  
s t a t e  he was honored w ith  p o s i t io n s  o f  t r u s t  by th e  
p e o p le .  Never d id  he v io l a te  th o se  t r u s t s , b u t d id  
th e  d u ty  t h a t  devo lved  upon him w ith  f e a r le s s n e s s  and 
r a r e  a b i l i t y . 244

2h2.  W.A. H edges, "C o rn e liu s  H edges,"  C o n tr ib u t io n s , V II , p .  I 9 6 . 
21+3. L a n g fo rd , D ia ry  o f  th e  Washburn E x p e d i t io n , p .  6 .
2h k . The H elena In d e p e n d e n t, A p r i l  2 9 , I 90?•



In  1887 , a  man by th e  name o f  George F oo te  c a l le d  on Hedges and 

q u e s tio n e d  h i s  h a n d lin g  o f  p u b l ic  moneys as P ro b a te  Ju d g e , and a ttem p ted  

to  accu se  him o f  b e t ra y in g  a p u b lic  t r u s t .  The charge was made seven y e a rs  

a f t e r  Hedges had l a s t  se rv ed  as P ro b a te  Ju d g e , b u t i t  concerned  him to  th e  

p o in t  t h a t  he l a i d  awake m ost o f  t h a t  n ig h t  and was n o t s a t i s f i e d  u n t i l  

th e  n e x t a f te rn o o n  when he had lo c a te d  a l l  th e  o ld  vouch ers  to  accoun t f o r  

e v e ry  c e n t o f  money hand led  in  h i s  f iv e  y e a rs  in  o f f i c e  . ^ 5

The second c a r d in a l  v i r t u e  o f  H edges' l i f e  was b r o th e r ly  lo v e , and 

a lo n g  w ith  i t  an undying f a i t h  in  th e  e s s e n t i a l  goodness and w orth  o f  man­

k in d . S peak ing  o f  th e  q u a l i t i e s  e x h ib i te d  in  H edges' w r i t in g ,  Edward C.

Day commented:

And th ro u g h  i t  a l l  ru n s  as  a  c l e a r ,  lim p id  s tream  
th a t  grand  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  h i s  l i f e  — B ro th e r ly  Love — 
t h a t  lo v e  w hich i s  b road  enough and wide enough to  embrace 
s u f f e r in g  hum anity  everyw here and to  seek  f o r  i t s  a m e lio ra ­
t i o n .

A complement to  b r o th e r ly  lo v e  was H edges ' t h i r d  and p e rh ap s  most 

im p o rta n t c a r d in a l  v i r t u e  — c h a r i ty .  Judge Hedges h e ld  a  more in c lu s iv e  

co n cep t o f  th e  m eaning o f  c h a r i ty  and what c o n s t i tu te d  c h a r i ty  th a n  i s  

h e ld  by most o f  u s .  To m ost o f  us c h a r i ty  in v o lv e s  some form  o f th e  d i s ­

t r i b u t i o n  o f  m a te r ia l  w e a lth  to  th e  in d ig e n t  o r  u n f o r tu n a te , b u t to  Hedges 

i t  meant much m ore. H is id e a s  on c h a r i ty  a re  b r i l l i a n t l y  ex p re ssed  in  

h i s  M asonic w r i t i n g s , b u t  more im p o rta n t to  him  th o se  id e a s  were t r a n s ­

l a t e d  in to  b e n e f i c ie n t  a c t io n s  in  h is  d a i ly  l i f e .

T here were many f a c e t s  o f  c h a r i ty  w hich were im p o r ta n t t o  C o rn e l iu s ,  * 246
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and each  o f  them  w i l l  be examined b r i e f l y .  F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  he was convinced 

t h a t  p e r s o n a l  c h a r i ty  p r a c t ic e d  d a i ly  a s  th e  need o f  o th e rs  a ro se  was 

much more e f f e c t iv e  th a n  th e  e f f o r t s  o f  la rg e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c h a r i t i e s .  

S eco n d ly , a  c h a r i ty  to  be m ost e f f e c t i v e  must prom ote u s e fu ln e s s  in  th e  

l i v e s  o f  th e  r e c i p i e n t s . He a ls o  f e l t  t h a t  i f  c h a r i ty  i s  n o t c h e e r fu l ly  

and in c o n sp ic u o u s ly  g iv e n , th e n  th e  pu rp o se  o f  th e  c h a r i ty  i s  a l l  b u t 

d e f e a te d .  And f i n a l l y  he b e l ie v e d  in  what I  would l i k e  to  c a l l  " t o t a l  

c h a r i t y . "  t h i s  i s  th e  c h a r i ty  o f  n o t o n ly  m a te r ia l  p o s s e s s io n s  and 

money, b u t  th e  c h a r i ty  o f  a l l  th e  in ta n g ib le s  t h a t  a  p e rso n  has  a t  h is  

command, o r  th e  g e n e ra l  g iv in g  o f  o n e 's  tim e  and t a l e n t s .  In  a  speech  as 

W orthy Grand P a tro n  b e fo re  th e  Grand C h ap te r o f  th e  O rder o f  E a s te rn  S ta r  

i n  1893j C o rn e liu s  Hedges ex p re ssed  i t  t h i s  way:

R i t u a l s , c e rem o n ies , r e g a l i a s  and such a re  good 
in  t h e i r  p la c e ,  b u t  w h ile  you pay  t i t h e s  o f  th e se  l e s s e r  
t h i n g s , f o r g e t  n o t th e  w e ig h t ie r  m a tte r s  o f  th e  law .
S tudy  and p r a c t i c e  c h a r i ty ;  c h a r i ty  o f  th o u g h t, judgm ent 
and sp eech , as w e ll as in  a c t s  o f  fe e d in g  th e  hungry  and 
c lo th in g  th e  n ak ed . The f i e l d  i s  everyw here . T here a re  
o b je c ts  o f  c h a r i ty  in  p a la c e s  as w e ll  as h o v e ls .  I t  i s  
n o t money o r  meat t h a t  i s  needed h a l f  as much as k in d  
words o f  a d v ice  and encouragem ent. Your t r e a s u r i e s  w i l l  
n ev e r be empty i f  your h e a r t s  a re  f u l l .  Be f r u i t f u l  in  , „ 
good works and n e v e r w a it f o r  a  more co n v en ien t se a so n .

And a n o th e r  tim e , he w ro te :

Not o n ly  d is e a s e  and e v i l  h a b i t s  a re  c o n ta g io u s , 
b u t  h a p p ily  t h i s  i s  t r u e  o f  b r ig h t  exam ples o f  h ig h  and 
n o b le  l i v i n g ,  g iv in g ,  and d o in g . The more one d o e s , th e  
more he see s  to  do; th e  more one g iv e s ,  th e  more one i s  
d isp o se d  to  g iv e  and f in d s  means t o  g iv e  and th e  good 
L o rd , who " lo v es  a  c h e e r fu l  g iv e r"  n ev er f a i l s  to  o b serv e  
and rew ard  such  a  g i v e r . None a re  so p o o r b u t t h a t  th e y  
can g iv e  som eth ing  i f  i t  be o n ly  a  word o f  c h e e r , co m fo rt, 
sym pathy, o r  c o u n s e l. No one was e v e r  p o o re r  f o r  g iv in g

2 h j .  B r a t t i n ,  e t  a l . , g o . c i t . , p .  22



to  a  w orthy  b r o th e r  o r  s i s t e r  i n  d i s t r e s s . ^ ®

Judge H edges ' id e a s  on th e  v a lu e  o f  p e r s o n a l  a c t s  o f  c h a r i ty  as  com­

p a re d  to  th e  o p e ra t io n s  o f  m a ss iv e , o f te n  im p e rso n a l, c h a r i t y  o rg a n iz a ­

t io n s  were v e ry  d e f i n i t e .  He c a u tio n e d  a g a in s t  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  in  a  la rg e  

c h a r i ty  t h a t  th e  th in g s  t h a t  a re  e v e ry b o d y 's  concern  o f te n  sudden ly  b e ­

come n o b o d y 's  co n ce rn . I n  h i s  m ean ing fu l s t y l e ,  h i s  own words ex p re ss  

h i s  id e a s  b e s t :

What we need most to  c u l t i v a t e  i s  th e  s p i r i t  o f  
p r i v a t e , p e r s o n a l  b e n e f ic e n c e . L e t ev e ry  M asonic h e a r t  
become an asy lum , warmed, l i g h t e d ,  and expanded from  i n ­
t e r n a l ,  co n n ec tin g  w ith  i n f i n i t e  and e t e r n a l ,  so u rc e s  
o f  su p p ly . We want even more th a n  ou r o rg a n iz e d , con­
c e n t r a te d  system s o f  c h a r i ty ,  fe d  by  t i t h e s ,  p e rh ap s  
g ru d g in g ly  p a id ,  a  d i f f u s iv e  system  in  w hich each  i n d i ­
v id u a l  member s h a l l  s t r i k e  o u t and p u rsu e  h i s  in d e p en d en t 
c a r e e r  o f  b e n e f ic e n c e  c o n tin u o u s ly , i n t e l l i g e n t l y ,  e n e r g e t ­
i c a l l y ,  and as  a  n e c e s s a ry  co n seq u en ce , p r o f i t a b l y  and 
s u c c e s s f u l ly .2^9

He went on to  c l a r i f y  h i s  p o s i t i o n :

We do n o t mean to  say  t h a t  o rg a n iz a tio n s  to  d i s ­
pense  c h a r i ty  a re  n o t good i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  o r  t h a t  i t  i s  
n o t d e s i r a b le  to  have funds r a i s e d  by g e n e ra l a s s e s s ­
ment t o  answ er th e  m ost p r e s s in g ,  e x t r a o rd in a ry  c a l l s ,  
b u t  we a re  v e ry  c l e a r  t h a t  i t  i s  unw ise to  make t h i s  th e  
o n ly  o r  p r i n c i p a l  ch an n e l th ro u g h  w hich to  bestow  c h a r ­
i t y .  I t  n e i th e r  p rom otes l i b e r a l i t y  in  th e  so u l o f  th e  
g i v e r , no r g r a t i tu d e  i n  th e  r e c i p i e n t .

And f i n a l l y  he le a v e s  us i n  no doub t co n ce rn in g  h is  b e l i e f s  ab o u t l a r g e ,

o rg a n iz e d  c h a r i t i e s :

We would n o t f o r  a n y th in g  d isc o u ra g e  any e f f o r t  * 249 250
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i n  any d i r e c t i o n ,  however b u n g lin g , ex p en siv e  and 
i n e f f e c t i v e  th e  m ach inery ; b u t  i f  i t  i s  th o u g h t t h a t  
th e s e  and any o th e r  s u b s t i t u t e  t h a t  can  be d ev ised  
w i l l  ta k e  th e  p la c e  o f  in d iv id u a l  e x e r t io n ,  i t  i s  an 
e r r o r  t h a t  canno t to o  soon be exp loded  and our t r a i n  
sw itch ed  on to  th e  r i g h t  t r a c k .

Hedges a l s o  warned a g a in s t  th o se  who m ight u n w o rth ily  ap p ly  fo r  

c h a r i t y ."^2 The need to  be in c o n sp ic u o u s  in  g iv in g  and th e  need to  p r o ­

mote a  u s e fu ln e s s  among r e c i p ie n t s  o f  c h a r i ty  were common them es in  

H edges' w r i t in g .  A gain I  w i l l  use h i s  own words to  b e s t  e x p re s s  h is  

th o u g h ts :

When we have le a rn e d  to  do ou r c h a r i t i e s  in  s e c r e t ,  
a n t i c i p a t i n g  th e  r e q u e s t ,  and have r e a l l y  le a rn e d  to  do 
k in d n e ss  f o r  sw eet c h a r i t y 's  s a k e , w ith o u t th o u g h t o r  hope 
o f  p r a i s e  o r  p a y , we s h a l l  have found our way in to  th e  
sanctum  sancto rum  by th e  o n ly  p a th  o r  doorway th ro u g h  which 
m o r ta l  can e v e r  e n t e r  i t .  We w ant a g g re s s iv e ,  d i s c r im in a t ­
in g  c h a r i t y ,  n o t t h a t  p a s s iv e ,  b l in d  s o r t  t h a t  encou rages 
m endicancy and b e g e ts  h e lp le s s n e s s . 253

How were th e s e  id e a s  m a n ife s t  in  H edges' d a i ly  l i f e ?  I n  th e  b ro a d , 

g e n e ra l  s e n s e , b ecau se  o f  h i s  i n t e g r a l  co n cep t o f  c h a r i t y ,  e v e ry  tim e he 

a id e d  o r  su p p o rted  a  movement t h a t  was n o b le  and b e n e f i c i a l ,  he was r e a l l y

re n d e r in g  an  a c t  o f  t r u e  c h a r i ty  and b r o th e r ly  lo v e .

S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  an e x c e l le n t  exam ple o f  p e rs o n a l  c h a r i t y ,  which p r o ­

moted u s e f u ln e s s ,  i s  reco rd ed  in  H edges' jo u rn a l  in  th e  e a r l y  months o f  

1888. On Jan u ary  20 , a  n ig h t  when th e  te m p e ra tu re  was somewhere betw een 

-IO 0 and -2 5 ° , he n o ted  "Have a  tram p s le e p in g  in  th e  c e l l a r . "  By th e  

2 4 th  and 27t h ,  Judge Hedges had found u s e fu ln e s s  in  th e  "man in  th e  251 252 *

251. I b id y , p .  I l 6 .
252 . I b i d . ,  p .  115.
253» P ro c e e d in g s . 19t h  Comm unication, 1883 , p .  123.
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c e l l a r "  and had g iv e n  him  a  job  te n d in g  th e  fu rn a c e  and g la z in g  th e  

c u p o la . By M arch, Hedges n o ted  t h a t  C a r l Johnson , h i s  " c e l l a r  b o a r d e r , " 

was s t i l l  t h e r e , and he had p u t him to  work p a in t in g .  Thus Hedges had 

b ro u g h t o u t th e  u s e fu ln e s s  in  a  fo rm er o u tc a s t  o f  s o c ie ty .  On March 31, 

C a r l l e f t  w ith  C o rn e l iu s ' "o ld  s u i t  o f  c l o t h e s . "^5^

A nother c a se  o f  H edges ' p e r s o n a l  c h a r i t y  i s  r e v e a le d  in  an answ er 

to  a  r e q u e s t  f o r  M asonic c h a r i ty  from  th e  widow o f  P a s t  Grand M aster James 

¥ .  Hathaway:

Yours o f  th e  1 3 th  u ltim o  was r e c e iv e d  some days 
s in c e  and I  have showed th e  l e t t e r  t o  some o f  your h u s ­
band ' s f r i e n d s  in  M orning S ta r  lo d g e , and I  f in d  th e r e  
was a  g e n e ra l  s tro n g  f e e l in g  t h a t  you n e g le c te d  y o u r h u s ­
band in  h i s  l a s t  days and th e y  were u n w ill in g  to  do o r  
su g g e s t a n y th in g  to  h e lp  you. F or m y se lf , I  was a  warm 
f r ie n d  o f  you r hu sb an d , and I  am w i l l in g  to  do w hat I  can 
to  a s s i s t  you and your so n . 255

These were th e  m o tiv a tin g  fo rc e s  o f  h i s  in im ita b le  c h a r a c te r .  How­

e v e r ,  th e r e  were many o th e r  c h a r a c te r  t r a i t s  w hich were d i s t i n c t i v e  in  

Judge H edges' l i f e .

He had a  f in e  sen se  o f  d e v o tio n  to  d u ty  i n  any endeavo r he u n d e rto o k . 

T h is  i s  a  d i r e c t  ou tg row th  o f  h i s  c h a r i t a b l e  g iv in g  o f  t im e , t a l e n t , and 

i n t e l l e c t .  An o u ts ta n d in g  exam ple o f  th e  d e v o tio n  to  d u ty  was reco rd ed  

in  1876 . I n  p re p a r in g  th e  r e p o r t  on F r a te r n a l  C o rrespondence , he no ted  

th e  r e c e ip t  o f  th e  P ro ceed in g s  from  B r a z i l .  In s te a d  o f  e n t i r e l y  d i s ­

re g a rd in g  i t ,  he w ro te : 254 *

254 . J o u r n a ls , Jan u ary  20 , 24 , and 2 7 , and March 3 , 15 , and 31, 1888.
255• C o rn e liu s  Hedges t o  M rs. J.W. Hathaway o f  S e a t t l e ,  W ash., H elena ,

M ontana, December 5 , 1906, CGS.
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we a re  n o t f a m i l i a r  enough w ith  P o rtu g u e se  to  read  
i t  r e a d i l y ,  and n o t f in d in g  a  d ic t io n a r y  o f  t h a t  language 
in  th e  l im i te d  s to c k  o f  ou r book s t o r e s ,  we s h a l l  have to  
d e f e r  a  p ro p e r  a t t e n t i o n  to  ou r fo r e ig n  b r e th e rn  t i l l  we 
have l e i s u r e  t o  l e a r n  t h a t  lan g u a  
s e r v ic e s  o f  a  p o ly g lo t  a s s i s t a n t .

A no ther t r a i t  most n o t ic e a b le  in  th e  l i v e s  o f  b o th  Judge Hedges and

th e  r e s t  o f  h i s  fa m ily  was u n s e l f i s h n e s s . O scar 0 . M u e lle r , so n - in - la w

o f  C h a rle s  ¥ .  Cook o f  th e  I 869 Folsom-Cook e x p e d i t io n  to  Y e llo w sto n e ,

w ro te  th e  fo llo w in g  ab o u t t h a t  t r a i t  o f  th e  Hedges:

In  a l l  h i s  a c t i v i t i e s  Hedges was p r im a r i ly  m o ti­
v a te d  by th e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  o f  th e  s t a t e ,  and Montana 
c i t i z e n s  speak  o f  th e  Hedges fa m ily  as " u n s e l f i s h  to  th e  
e x tre m e ."  They en joyed  w orking f o r  th e  p u b lic  even to  th e  
d isa d v a n ta g e  o f  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  m a t t e r s . T h is  i s  th e  one 
c r i t i c i s m  t h a t  has been  made o f  them  I 2^T

And by Judge H edges' own ad m issio n  in  1882: "Seem to  be spen d in g  most o f

my tim e  w orking f o r  o th e r  & do ing  l i t t l e  f o r  m y s e lf ." 258 T h is  s p i r i t  o f  

u n s e lf i s h n e s s  a g a in  can be t r a c e d  to  c h a r i t y ,  c h a r i ty  w hich a t  tim es d e ­

manded a l l  th e  t a l e n t s  he p o s se s s e d .

B ecause o f  h i s  many and d iv e rs e  i n t e r e s t s .  Hedges en joyed  do ing  a 

v a r i e ty  o f  w ork, and he som etim es e x p re sse d  w ishes f o r  more v a r i e ty  when 

th e  p ace  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  seemed to  s la c k e n .^ ^

T o ta l  com passion f o r  a l l  l i v in g  c r e a tu r e s , as w e ll  as  f o r  human 

b e in g s ,  was a n o th e r  o f  h i s  c h a ra c te r  t r a i t s . C o rn e liu s  t e l l s  o f  one 256 257 258 *

o r  can secu re

2 5 6 . P ro c e e d in g s . 1 2 th  Com m unication, p .  173.
257 . O scar 0 . M u e lle r t o  W illiam  T u r re n t in e  Jack so n , Lew istow n, M ontana, 

June 22 , 1938, e x c e rp t  quo ted  in  W illiam  T u r re n t in e  Ja c k so n , "E arly  
E x p lo ra t io n  and Founding o f  Y ellow stone N a tio n a l P ark "  (U npublished  
P h .D . T h e s is ,  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  T ex as, A u s t in ,  T exas, Ju n e , I 9U0 ) , p .  1 58 .

2 5 8 . J o u r n a ls , Jan u a ry  18 , 1882.
259« See J o u r n a ls , e n t ry  f o r  J u ly  15 , 1887 .
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in c id e n t  in v o lv in g  a  f i s h  i n  Y ellow stone L ake. The in c id e n t  to o k  p la c e  

on th e  1870 Y ellow stone  E x p e d itio n , and b r i e f l y  i t  was t h i s :

I  r e tu rn e d  a lo n g  th e  narrow  rim  o f  t h i s  p a r t i t i o n  
/"b e tw e e n  a  h o t s p r in g  and th e  l a k e / ,  and c a tc h in g  s ig h t  
o f  some e x p e c ta n t t r o u t  ly in g  in  e a sy  re a c h ,  I  s o l i c i t e d  
t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  to  a  t r a n s f ix e d  g ra s sh o p p e r , and m eeting  
an e a r ly  and e n e r g e t ic  re sp o n se , I  a ttem p ted  t o  lan d  my 
p r i z e  beyond th e  s p r in g ,  b u t u n f o r tu n a te ly  f o r  th e  f i s h ,  
he escaped  th e  hook to  p lunge  in t o  t h i s  b o i l in g  s p r in g .
As soon as p o s s ib le  I  r e l i e v e d  th e  agon ized  c r e a tu r e  by 
th ro w in g  him  o u t w ith  my p o le ,  and though  h i s  c o n to r t io n s  
were n o t f u l l y  en d ed , h i s  s k in  came o f f  and he had a l l  th e  
ap p ea ran ce  o f  b e in g  b o i le d  th ro u g h . The in c id e n t ,  though  
ex c u sa b le  a s  an in c id e n t ,  was to o  shock ing  to  r e p e a t .

One un ique q u a l i ty  i n  h i s  l i f e  was h i s  a t t i t u d e  co n ce rn in g  o f f i c e ­

se e k in g . Hedges s a id :

T here  i s  one, and o n ly  one M asonic way to  seek  
o f f i c e ,  and t h a t  i s  by b e s t  d e s e rv in g  i t .  O ff ic e  g a in ed  
and h e ld  by m e r i t  i s  an honor to  th e  b e a r e r ,  and to  th o se  
who bestow  i t ,  o th e rw ise  a  d ish o n o r  . . . There i s  more 
s a t i s f y i n g  enjoym ent to  th e  w e ll-b a la n c e d  and t r a in e d  
so u l in  d e se rv in g  s u c c e s s ,  though  n o t a t t a in e d ,  th a n  any ­
one can  f e e l  by a t t a i n i n g  i t  u n d ese rv ed .

I t  was th e r e f o r e  s a id  o f  him a t  h i s  d e a th :

H is re c o rd  speaks f o r  him and t e l l s  in  u n m is tak ­
a b le  te rm s t h a t  he had "sounded a l l  th e  d ep th s  and s h o a ls  
o f  honor" a t  th e  c a l l  o f  h i s  b r e th e r n . He sough t n o t 
p re fe rm e n t,  and h i s  honors were l i t e r a l l y  t h r u s t  upon him  
in  r e c o g n i t io n  o f  d i s in t e r e s t e d  and d is t in g u is h e d  d e v o tio n  
to  th e  o rd e r  /""of M a so n r//.

He a l s o  had h i s  own id e a s  on th e  v a lu e  o f  money. On May 6 , 1884,

a f t e r  he had g iv e n  h i s  w ife  Edna a  p a i r  o f  diamond e a r r in g s  f o r  h e r  b i r t h ­

day  in  th e  e a r ly  m orning w hich "made h e r  happy a l l  d a y ," Hedges reco rd ed  260 261 262

260. H elena D a ily  H e ra ld , November 9 , 1870 .
261 . B r a t t i n , e t  a l . , o£. c i t . ,  p .  22 .
262 . P ro c e e d in g s . 43d Communic a t io n ,  1907 , p . 63 .



i n  h i s  jo u r n a l ,  "R e a lly  can th e  v a lu e  o f  money be b e t t e r  e s tim a te d  th a n  by 

th e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  i t  a f f o r d s . " ^ 3

When o u r n a t io n  tu rn e d  i t s  eyes tow ard th e  P a c i f i c  and th e  C a rrib e a n  

a re a s  in  an e r a  known as  t h a t  o f  " e x p a n s io n ism ," Hedges d e c i s iv e ly  d e ­

fended  h i s  e x p a n s io n is t  v iew s. Two s e le c t io n s  from  h is  M asonic w r it in g s  

s t a t e  h i s  b e l i e f s  w e ll .  I n  1899 , he w ro te : "We a re  n o t ashamed to  co n fe ss  

t h a t  we a re  an  " e x p a n s io n is t ,"  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  th e  ex p an sio n  o f  Masonic 

c h a r i ty  and th e  e x te n s io n  o f  M asonic in f lu e n c e  f o r  peace  among n a t io n s ."264 

And in  1902, he f u r th e r  e x p la in e d :

W ith th e  P h i l ip p in e s  we have a  h a rd  p rob lem , made 
h a rd e r  by th e  f o o l i s h  t r a n s c e n d e n ta l  s e n t im e n ta l i ty  i n  t h i s  
c o u n try  t h a t  en cou rages in  th e  n a t iv e s  id e a s  o f  independence 
f o r  which th e  mass o f  p eo p le  can n o t be p re p a re d  in  a  hundred 
y e a r s . Of ou r own f r e e  w i l l  our p e o p le  a re  d isp o se d  to  g iv e  
th e  in h a b i ta n t s  o f  th o se  is la n d s  a l l  th e  l i b e r t y  th e y  can 
use t o  a d v a n ta g e , b u t  we bought th e  is la n d s  from  S p a in  to  
g a in  a  "pou s to "  in  th e  f a r  e a s t  and f o r  t h a t  p u rp o se  th e y  
a re  w e ll  w orth  a l l  t h a t  we p a id  and a l l  t h a t  i t  w i l l  c o s t  
to  h o ld  them . F i l i p in o s  in  th e  mass a re  p r e t t y  h ard  su b ­
j e c t s  f o r  c i v i l i z a t i o n .  B esid es  b e in g  ig n o ra n t ,  th e y  a re  
th e  most accom plished  l i a r s  in  th e  w o rld , n a t u r a l l y  c r u e l ,  
t r e a c h e r o u s , u n r e l i a b le  and w ith o u t th e  in d u s tr y  o f  th e  
C h in e se . They have f a l l e n  sh a re  t o  our sh a re  o f  th e  "w hite  
m an 's bu rden" and we must do th e  b e s t  we can f o r  them . P e r ­
haps in  a  hundred y e a rs  by m iss io n a ry  la b o r  and h e l p f u l  i n ­
s t r u c t io n  th e y  may be made in to  f a i r  c i t i z e n s .  But f o r  
D ew ey's v i s i t  and th e  sub seq u en t c e s s io n  and o c c u p a tio n  by 
th e  U n ited  S ta te s  th e y  would s t i l l  be o p p ressed  s u b je c t s  o f  
S p a in .

M asonry may w e ll  assume a  sh a re  o f  t h i s  b u rd en  and 
much o f  th e  work must be done a t  home in  k eep ing  t h i s  
q u e s tio n  from  becom ing a  p o l i t i c a l  f o o t - b a l l  as seems to  263 264

2 6 3 . J o u r n a ls ,  May 6 , 1884.
264 . P ro c e e d in g s . 3 5 th  Com m unication, 1899 , p .  2 o f  "R eport on F r a t e r ­

n a l  C o rre sp o n d e n c e ."
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be i t s  p r e s e n t  fa te  . ^ 5

C iv i l  law  and o rd e r  was a ls o  a  co n cep t which Hedges h ig h ly  v a lu e d , 

b u t  th e r e  were tim es  t h a t  h e , l i k e  many e a r l y  Montana p io n e e r s ,  found i t  

n e c e s s a ry  to  r e s o r t  to  e x t r a - l e g a l  means o f  m a in ta in in g  o r d e r .  T h is , o f  

c o u rs e ,  was th e  V ig i la n te  movement, w hich Hedges l a t e r  d e f in e d  as th e  tim e 

when, "The habeas co rpus a c t  and th e  c r im in a ls  were suspended s im u lta n ­

e o u s ly . H is son  W ill c la im s t h a t  Hedges a s s i s t e d  "by w ise c o u n c il  and

a c t iv e  su p p o rt th e  w re s tin g  o f  peace  and s a f e ty  from  th e  t e r r o r  o f  Henry 

Plummer and h i s  gang o f  road  a g e n ts ."  W ill  went on to  s a y , "At no tim e 

and in  no sen se  one to  a p p e a l to  f o r c e ,  he was so g r e a t  a  lo v e r  o f  peace  

and c i v i l  q u i e t . "  However, Hedges f e l t  " t h a t  th e  l i v e s  o f  n o to r io u s  r e n e ­

gades shou ld  be s a c r i f i c e d "  f o r  c i v i l  o rd e r  f o r  th e  many. F in a l ly ,  W ill 

added , h i s  f a th e r  "stood  w ith  th e  V ig i la n te s "  from  1864 to  1870 when 

W ilson and Compton were hanged in  H e len a . However, he was g r a t e f u l  f o r  th e  

l e g a l  c o n v ic tio n  and e x e c u tio n  o f  W heatly  on A ugust 13 , 1875 f o r  th e  

m urder o f  F ran k  H a le .^ ^  O scar 0 . M u e lle r c la im s th a t  C o rn e liu s  H edges, 

a lo n g  w ith  N .P . L an g fo rd , C.W. Cook, D avid E . Folsom , and o th e r s , was a 265 266 267

2 6 5 . P ro c e e d in g s . 38t h  Comm unication, 1902, p p . 2 -3  o f  "R eport on 
F r a te r n a l  C o rresp o n d en ce ."

266. C o rn e liu s  H edges, A r t Work o f  M ontana: P u b lish e d  in  Twelve P a r ts  
(C hicago: The W.H. P a r is h  P u b lis h in g  C o ., 1896 ) ,  p .  1 5 . Hedges w ro te  
th e  17 pages o f  n a r r a t iv e  in  t h i s  volume o f  p h o to g rap h s  o f  Montana 
b u i ld in g s ,  s t r u c t u r e s  and sc e n e ry . (T h is  sou rce  w i l l  h e r e i n a f t e r  be 
r e f e r r e d  to  as "A rt Work o f  M ontana." )

2 67 . W. A. H edges, "C o rn e liu s  H edges,"  C o n tr ib u t io n s , V II , p p . 183-184 . 
A lso  h i s  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o ver th e  l e g a l  e x e c u tio n  o f  W heatly  was e x ­
p re s s e d  in  h i s  J o u rn a ls ,  A ugust 13 , 1875« He no ted  t h a t  h i s  e d i t o r i a l  
to  th e  H era ld  t h a t  day was e n t i t l e d  "P u b lic  E x e c u tio n ."



member o f  th e  V ig i la n te  e x e c u tiv e  com m ittee which met m onthly i n  H elena-2^S 

Some s ig n s  o f  th e  t r u e  p a s s in g  o f  th e  " V ig ila n te  e ra "  appeared  in  Judge 

H edges' own P ro b a te  C ourt in  O c to b er, 1876 . He commented, "Had s e v e ra l  

v i g i l a n t e s  up f o r  th r e a te n in g  young Cam pbell -  Waived ex am in a tio n  & gave 

b o n d ."2^9

Judge Hedges was a  devo ted  fa m ily  man, and "He b e l ie v e d  th a t  th e  

w e l l - r e g u la te d  home i s  th e  fo u n d a tio n  o f  ou r i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  and was b le s s e d  

w ith  dom estic  h a p p in e ss  such  as few men e n jo y . "2^0 He to o k  tim e  ou t o f  

h i s  busy  sc h ed u le  to  ta k e  h i s  fa m ily  f i s h in g  and to  c i r c u s e s He was 

a  man so c lo se  to  h i s  fa m ily  t h a t  when th e y  had been  gone f o r  an e x ­

tended  v i s i t  i n  th e  E a s t ,  he would rem ark  upon t h e i r  s a fe  r e tu r n ,  "Thank 

God th e  lo n g  agony i s  o v e r . "2^2 T here were a l s o  tim es  i n  h i s  l i f e  when 

he was h e s i t a n t  to  h e lp  around th e  h o u se , and a l s o  tim es  o f  dom estic  d i s ­

a g re e a b le n e s s ,  as he term ed h i s  d isag ree m en ts  w ith  Edna. F o r th e se  i n ­

s ta n c e s ,  he was s o r ry  and ap o lo g ized  in  t h i s  jo u rn a ls  and undoub tab ly  to  

E dna. He was o n ly  human.273

He was a ls o  concerned  abou t th e  p rob lem s o f  h i s  o f f s p r in g  as th e y  268 269 270 271 272 273 *

76

268. T h is  s ta te m e n t i s  a t t r i b u t e d  to  Mr. O scar 0 . M u e lle r by  W illiam  
T u r re n t in e  Ja c k so n , u s in g  a  l e t t e r  from  Mr. 0 .0 .  M u e lle r , d a ted  June 
I ,  1938, as a  so u rc e ; W.T. Jack so n , "E a rly  E x p lo ra tio n  and Founding 
o f  Y ellow stone  N a tio n a l P ark "  (U npublished  Ph.D . T h e s is ,  U n iv e rs i ty  
o f  T ex as, Ju n e , I 9I4-O), p .  IU3 .

2 69 . J o u r n a l s , O ctober l 6 ,  1876 .
270 . P ro c e e d in g s . 43d Com m unication, 1907, p .  64.
2 7 1 . See J o u r n a ls , J u ly  11 , 1863 , and Septem ber 24 , 1863 , and P ro ceed ­

in g s . 4 l s t  Com m unication, 1905 , p .  126 o f  "R eport on F r a te r n a l  C or­
respondence  ."

2 72 . J o u r n a ls , June 13 , 1873- I n  t h i s  in s ta n c e  h i s  fa m ily  had been 
v i s i t i n g  in  New England f o r  a lm o st a  y e a r .

273 . See J o u r n a ls , e n t r i e s  f o r  A p r i l  and May 18, 1863 , and O ctober
9,  1881 .
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approached  a d u lth o o d . On O ctober 2 , i8 6 0 , he w ro te , "W orried ab o u t W i l l ’s 

conduct & p ro s p e c ts  -  He i s  go in g  to  be d isc h a rg e d  from  th e  ca ttley ^  

com pany's s e r v i c e . H o w e v e r ,  W ill acco u n ted  w e ll f o r  h i s  l i f e .  A t th e  

tim e o f  h i s  f a t h e r 's  d e a th ,  he was a  re s p e c te d  s to c k  man in  F ergus County 

and S peaker o f  th e  M ontana House o f  R e p r e s e n ta t iv e s .2^5 A no ther in s ta n c e  

o f  t h i s  concern  came a f t e r  Edna C o rn e l ia  had b roken  an engagem ent w ith  a  

Mr. F rench  in  1889 . Hedges w ro te , w ith  j u s t i f i a b l e  p r id e :

But a s  I  f e e l  f o r  E d n a 's  d isa p p o in tm e n t & even 
h u m i l ia t io n ,  I  am g la d  a t  th e  b o tto m  o f  my h e a r t  - 
T here i s  h a rd ly  a  man l i v in g  w orthy  o f  t h a t  g i r l  & I  
f e e l  a lm o st s e l f i s h  enough to  hope t h a t  she w i l l  n ev e r 
fa n c y  a n o th e r  man, enough to  be engaged to  him -  A g r e a t
m istak e  has  been  c o r r e c t e d .^76

W hile Judge H edges ' l i f e  was v e ry  p u rp o s e fu l  and o f te n  q u i te  s e r io u s ,  

he d id  n o t n e g le c t  th e  l i g h t e r ,  more j o v i a l  s id e  o f  l i f e .  He was f a r  

from  b e in g  " lo n g - fa c e d " . And he was by no means as n a iv e  as N .P . L angford  

a tte m p te d  once to  show. On th e  Y ellow stone  E x p e d itio n , L angfo rd  w ro te :

as  we have been  w r i t in g  /"H edges and L a n g fo rd /, 
th e r e  has been  a  l i v e l y  game o f  c a rd s  p lay ed  n e a r  my l e f t  
s id e ,  which H edges, who has c lo se d  h i s  d ia r y ,  says i s  a  
game o f  p o k e r . I  do u b t i f  Deacon Hedges i s  s u f f i c i e n t l y  
p o s te d  on th e  game to  know to  a  c e r t a i n t y  t h a t  p o k er i s  
th e  game w hich i s  b e in g  p la y e d , . . .  '7

He en joyed  f i s h in g  and he was v e ry  p roud  o f  h i s  " p is c a to ry  s k i l l , "2^

he was n o t a v e rs e  to  a  p r a c t i c a l  jo k e ,279 and he d e f i n i t e l y  en joyed  an * 276 277 278 *

2 j k .  J o u r n a ls , O ctober 2 , 1880.
275* The H elena In d e p e n d e n t, A p r i l  2 9 , 1907«
2 7 6 . J o u r n a ls , December 13 , 1889 .
277. L an g fo rd , D ia ry  o f  th e  Washburn E x p e d i t io n , p .  18.
2 7 8 . H elena D a ily  H e ra ld , November 9 , 1870.
279« L an g fo rd , D ia ry  o f  th e  Washburn E x p e d i t io n , p p . 7 1 -7 2 .



o u tin g  w ith  th e  A lg e r ia  S h rin e  n o b le s . 2®0 T here were a l s o  some o c c a s io n s  

when he " in d u lg ed  in  s l i g h t  d i s s i p a t i o n . "  On O ctober 2 7 , l 88 l ,  he con­

f id e d  in  h i s  jo u r n a l , T em p la r/ Encampment i n  th e  a f te rn o o n  -  Went o u t

28lt o  N ick K e s s l e r s . . . . Too much b e e r ,  m ost made me s i c k . "

In c lu d e d  in  th e  numerous f r ie n d s h ip s  which Hedges en jo y ed  were th o se

w ith  whom he had jo k in g  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  I n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  h i s  good f r ie n d

Lew L . C allaw ay rem arked in  a  l e t t e r  to  Toby:

I  am s o r ry  to  h e a r  o f  your f a t h e r 's  co n tin u ed  
p o o r h e a l th .  Hope he w i l l  d is c o v e r  a  fo u n ta in  o f  you th  
i n  C a l i f o r n ia ;  presum e you r m other w i l l  accompany him  
so as t o  keep him  s t r a i g h t  i n  ca se  he d o es .

P erh ap s  C o rn e l iu s ' g r e a t e s t  so u rce  o f  p le a s u re  in  h i s  l e i s u r e  tim e 

was p la y in g  w h is t ,  th e  fo re ru n n e r  o f  b r i d g e . The i n t e l l e c t u a l  e x e rc is e  

o f  th e  game i s  w e ll  i n  k eep in g  w ith  h i s  lo v e  o f  books and know ledge. He 

even o rg a n iz e d  a  W hist Club a t  one t im e .2®^

The c o n c ise  e x p re s s io n  o f  Judge H edges' c h a r a c te r ,  spoken by D r.

W.N. S lo an  in  h i s  f u n e r a l  sermon on H edges, i s  a  f i t t i n g  c lo se  to  t h i s  

c h a p te r :
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As to  th e  c h a ra c te r  o f  ou r d e a r  b r o th e r  th e r e  seems 
to  me no language which so f i t t i n g l y  d e s c r ib e s  him  a s  th e  
words o f  th e  p ro p h e t M icah, when he sums up th e  d u t i e s  God 
r e q u i r e s  o f  men by  sa y in g : "What does th e  Lord r e q u i r e  o f
th e e  b u t  to  do j u s t l y  and to  lo v e  mercy and walk humbly 
w ith  th y  G od." N ever has th e re  been  a  b e t t e r  d e f i n i t i o n  280 281 282 283 284

280 . J o u r n a ls , J u ly  30 , 1890 .
281. I b i d . , O ctober 27 , l 88l .
282. Lew L . C allaw ay to  C o rn e liu s  H edges, J r . , V ir g in ia  C i ty ,  M ontana,

30 November, 1902, CGS.
2 83 . See J o u r n a ls , e n t r i e s  f o r  A p r i l  27 , May 5 and 1 1 , and June 9 , 1883 . 

These a re  o n ly  a  few o f  hundreds o f  exam ples which m igh t be c i t e d .
284 . I b i d . , Jan u ary  2 , 1885 .
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o f  t r u e  r e l i g i o n  w r i t t e n  th a n  
have more p e r f e c t l y  met th e se
H ed g es.285

t h i s ,  and v e ry  few , 
c o n d itio n s  th a n  has

i f  any , 
Judge

2 8 5 . The M ontana D a ily  R ecord , May I ,  1907



C h ap te r IV

ECONOMIC VENTURES

W ith th e  e x c e p tio n  o f  th e  l a s t  decade and one h a l f ,  p ro p e r  f i n a n c i a l  

su p p o r t f o r  h i s  f a m i ly 's  need was a  d e f i n i t e  prob lem . H edges, o f te n  gave 

more o f  h i s  tim e , t a l e n t  and m oral su p p o r t to  movements th a n  money b ecause  

he was o n ly  o f  ad eq u a te  m eans. However, had he alw ays been  w e ll- to -d o  

f i n a n c i a l l y ,  he would have p ro b a b ly  g iv e n  more o f  t h i s  t a l e n t  and i n t e l ­

l e c t  b ecau se  he was so w e ll  endowed w ith  such  q u a l i t i e s .  And he had d e v e l­

oped h is  p o t e n t i a l  w e ll .

Hedges l i t e r a l l y  en joyed  p ay in g  h i s  d e b ts ,  and n o t b e in g  in  d eb t w ith  

anyone. He i l l u s t r a t e d  t h i s  i n  1868. A f te r  p ay in g  a  b i l l  o f  $3^*50, he 

p ro u d ly  rem arked , "D o n 't owe a  b i l l  i n  tow n."^® ^

In  o rd e r  to  p ro v id e  a d e q u a te ly  f o r  h i s  fa m ily , C o rn e liu s  o f te n  e n ­

gaged in  econom ic p u r s u i t s  o th e r  th a n  h i s  law  p ro fe s s io n  and p u b lic  o f ­

f i c e s  such a s  P ro b a te  Judge , S u p e r in te n d e n t o f  P u b lic  I n s t r u c t i o n ,  and 

S ta t e  S e n a to r .  Hedges was n ev e r f u l l y  c o n te n t when he had to  l i m i t  h is  

fa m ily , such  as  was th e  case  on C hris tm as Day, 186$. On t h a t  day , he 

w ro te  in  h i s  jo u r n a l ,  "C hristm as - Suny/- day7  S c h / o o l /  f e s t i v a l  l a s t  

ev en in g  - I  was busy  g e t t in g  som ething f o r  th e  c h i ld r e n  -  S p en t $ $ .0 0  

in  p r e s e n ts  -  Times a re  to o  hard  to  do much.

I n  m ost ca se s  h i s  econom ic v e n tu re s  were means o f  s im p ly  m a in ta in in g  

a  so u rce  o f  rev en u e , how ever, i n  a  few in s ta n c e s ,  such as i n  th e  sheep 

in d u s t r y  and th e  Home B u ild in g  and Loan A s s o c ia t io n ,  Hedges a g a in  succeeded  

in  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  c o n t r ib u t in g  to  th e  grow th  and developm ent o f  M ontana. 286 287

286 . J o u r n a ls , F eb ru a ry  I ,  1869 , and May 2 , 1868.
2 8 7 . I b i d . , December 25 , 1869 .
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M ining was a  f i e l d  o f  i n t e r e s t  w hich Hedges m a in ta in ed  from  th e  tim e 

he bough t h i s  f i r s t  c la im  in  H ighland  G ulch in  Septem ber o f  18642®® u n t i l  

h i s  d e a th . A side from  e a r l y  c la im s in  1864 and 1865 , w hich he worked h im ­

s e l f ,  h i s  f i r s t  v e n tu re  in  t h i s  f i e l d  was th e  p u rch ase  o f  a  5 -stam p q u a r tz  

m i l l  in  p a r tn e r s h ip  w ith  C a p t. George Woods in  th e  s p r in g  o f  1867 . The 

m i l l  was sh ipped  up th e  M isso u ri to  F o r t  B en to n , and around th e  m i l l  and 

w ith  a d d i t io n a l  fu n d s , a  Q u artz  M ill  Company was form ed. The company was 

d isbanded  and th e  m i l l  so ld  f o r  $3000 in  S ep tem ber, 1 8 6 8 .^ 9

I n  A u g u st, 1873 , Hedges drew up th e  b y -law s f o r  a n o th e r  m ining com­

pany  and in v e s te d  $250  in  25 s h a r e s . 2 90 A gain  in  1880, he n o te d  th e  p u r ­

ch ase  o f  o n e - te n th  i n t e r e s t  in  th e  B lack  A ld e r and B lack  Swan Lodes f o r  

$ 600 . 2 9^ In  A p r i l ,  1887 , he bought i n t o  th e  H elena and R im in i M ining 

C o . ,2 ^2 and he h e lp ed  o rg a n iz e  th e  Queen E s th e r  M ining Co. on June 22,

1888, and was e le c te d  a t t o r n e y . judge  Hedges in v e s te d  $6800 in  3^00 

s h a re s  o f  th e  M orning S ta r  M ining Co. i n  l8 8 9 .29^

H is in v e s tm e n t in  th e  Bald B u tte  M ining Company was p e rh ap s  h is  

m ost s u c c e s s f u l  f i n a n c i a l  v e n tu re  i n  m in in g . On J u ly  21 , 1890 , he no ted  

t h a t  he owned s to c k  in  t h a t  company and t h a t  on t h a t  day he was e le c te d  

V ic e -p re s id e n t  o f  th e  company, whose m ines w ere lo c a te d  above M a ry s v i l le .299 288 289 290 291 292 293 294 *

288. I b id y , Septem ber I  to  3 , 1864.
2 8 9 . J o u r n a l s , F eb ru a ry  1 9 , and Septem ber 1 9 , 1868, and W.A. H edges, 

"C o rn e liu s  H edges,"  C o n tr ib u t io n s , V I I ,  p p . 184-185-
2 9 0 . J o u r n a ls , A ugust 2 3 , I 8 7 3 .
291 . I b i d . , March 4 , i8 6 0 .
292. I b i d . ,  A p r i l  9 , 1887 .
293. I b i d . ,  June 2 2 , 1888.
294 . I b i d . , May 24 , 1889 .
295• I b i d . ,  J u ly  21 , and November 2 1 , I 89O.
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In  J a n u a ry , 1891 , th e  company p a id  a  4$ d i v i d e n d . p our months l a t e r ,  

Hedges w ro te  t h a t  a t  a  r e c e n t  s a le  o f  Bald B u tte  s to c k ,  th e  p r ic e  was e s ­

ta b l i s h e d  a t  $2 .5 0  p e r  s h a r e , and on t h a t  b a s i s  commented t h a t  h is  10,000  

s h a re s  o f  s to c k  were now w orth  $ 2 5 , 0 0 0 . Many o f  th o se  10 ,000  sh a re s  

were p u rch ased  in  November, 1890 , when he re c e iv e d  $1200 f o r  th e  co p y w rite  

to  h i s  volum es o f  M ontana Supreme C ourt R ep o rts  and h i s  e x t r a  co p ies  o f 

th o s e  vo lum es. He a l s o  gave Bald B u tte  s to c k  as C hris tm as p r e s e n ts  to  h i s  

fa m ily  in  1890 , 500 s h a re s  to  Edna and 100 s h a re s  to  each  o f  h i s  f iv e  

c h i ld r e n ,  and he no ted  t h a t  th e y  seemed v e ry  p le a s e d .2^  Judge Hedges 

s t i l l  h e ld  h i s  i n t e r e s t s  i n  th e  Bald B u tte  M ining Co. a t  th e  tim e o f  h i s  

d e a th .2 "

O ften  h i s  e d i t o r i a l  w r i t in g  f o r  th e  H era ld  was an im p o rta n t sou rce  

o f  incom e. Such was th e  case  i n  A u g u st, 1876 . Hedges lam en ted , "Much 

p u z z le d  what t o  do to  p ro v id e  f o r  a l l  my w ants -  No b u s in e s s  to  b r in g  in  

money -  D isa p p o in te d  in  n o t g e t t in g  money from  H era ld  - C ontinue to  w r i te  

b ecause  I  d o n 't  know what b e t t e r  to  d o . "300

An i n t e r e s t i n g ,  b u t  u n s u c c e s s fu l ,  s p e c u la t io n  w hich Hedges h e lped  

o rg a n iz e  in  December o f  1885 was a  b u t t e r  company.""1" F o r a  s h o r t  tim e 

th e  company p ro s p e re d ,  and on May 1 0 , 1886, th e  company d i r e c to r s  met to  296 297 298 * 300 301

296 . I b i d . , Jan u ary  12 , 1891 .
2 97 . I b i d . ,  A p r i l  6 , 1891 .
298 . I b i d . ,  November 2 , and December 24 and 2 5 , 1890 .
299« T here a re  numerous l e t t e r s  betw een Toby and W ill ,  and betw een Toby

and Henry co n ce rn in g  th e  m a tte r  o f  d is p o s a l  o f  t h e i r  f a t h e r 's  Bald 
B u tte  M ining Company s to c k  in  L e t t e r  Box "1907 ,"  o f  CGS.

300. J o u r n a ls , A ugust 4 , 1876 .
301. I b i d . , December 22 and 2 3 , 1885 .



co n tem p la te  p u rc h a s in g  th e  p a te n t  f o r  th e  rem ain d er o f  th e  t e r r i t o r y .  But 

p r o s p e r i ty  was s h o r t - l i v e d  and on June 9> Hedges ad m itte d  " B u tte r  Co. i s  

making no s a le s  o f  p ro d u c t & I  am w an ting  money." And Edna was q u ite  

d is p le a s e d  w ith  th e  s i t u a t i o n . 302 On th e  2 1 s t o f  Ju n e , Mr. M i l le r ,

H edges ' law  p a r t n e r , l e f t  f o r  Oregon and W ashington to  t r y  t o  s e l l  th e  

b u t t e r  p a t e n t ,  b u t he r e tu rn e d  on O ctober 17 co m p le te ly  u n s u c c e s s fu l .  I n  

th e  m eantim e, Hedges was chosen P r e s id e n t  o f  th e  a i l i n g  company. The 

b u t t e r  company was fo rm a lly  d is s o lv e d  on O ctober 20 , a lo n g  w ith  th e  M i l l e r -  

Hedges law  p a r t n e r s h i p .3^3 L a te r ,  when M il le r  f i n a l l y  s e t t l e d  acco u n ts  

w ith  H edges, C o rn e liu s  d id  r e g a in  some o f  th e  money he had in v e s te d  in  

th e  b u t t e r  company.

Some o f  th e  o th e r  e n t e r p r i s e s  w ith  which C o rn e liu s  was a s s o c ia te d  

were th e  Home B u ild in g  and Loan A ss o c ia t io n  in  1 8 8 5 ,3 ^  th e  Montana 

N a v ig a tio n  Company in  l 878 , 3°5 and th e  ow nersh ip  o f  some downtown r e a l

e s t a t e . 306

A g g re g a te ly , l i v e s to c k  r a i s i n g  became th e  most l u c r a t i v e  b u s in e s s  

i n  which Judge Hedges in v e s te d .  Most o f  h i s  i n t e r e s t s  w ere i n  sheep grow ­

in g ,  b u t he was f o r  a  tim e V ic e -p re s id e n t  o f  th e  Montana C a t t le  Conpany .

He re s ig n e d  th e  p o s i t i o n  and so ld  a l l  h i s  s to c k  a t  p a r  v a lu e  f o r  $900 

in  1882.307 302 303 304 305 306 307
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302. I b i d . , May 3 and 11 , and June 7 and 9,  1886.
303. I b i d . ,  June 21 , Septem ber 6 , O ctober 17 and 20 , 1886.
304. C am pbell, o£_. c j t . , p .  156 .
305. L eeso n , o£. c i t . , p .  731+, and J o u r n a ls , Septem ber 20 , 2 3 , and 2 7 , 

and O ctober 9 and 10 , 1878 .
306. C am pbell, o£. c i t . , p p . 136-137 , and J o u r n a ls , May 18 , 1870 .
307 . J o u r n a ls , F eb ru a ry  7 , 1882.
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Hedges jo u rn a ls  in d i c a te  t h a t  he f i r s t  became in t e r e s t e d  in  sheep 

grow ing in  M arch, 1863 , and h i s  i n t e r e s t  was re v iv e d  a  decade l a t e r ,  b u t 

n o t  u n t i l  O ctober o f  1880 d id  he a c t u a l l y  in v e s t  in  sheep  g row ing . On 

O ctober 13 , 1880, he in v e s te d  $3000 i n  sheep  w ith  C a rr  and Diamond by 

c o n t r a c t .

The f i r s t  w in te r , 1880-1881, due to  se v e re  c o n d it io n s  on th e  ra n g e , 

ab o u t h a l f  o f  h i s  band o f  sheep  perished.3°9 pn S ep tem ber, 1882, W ill 

so ld  277 head o f  h i s  d a d 's  sheep  a t  o n ly  $ 2 .0 0  a  h ead . Hedges rem arked 

t h a t  i t  was enough to  make him  s i c k .^ ®  i n  1883 , Hedges bough t ou t 

S h a f f e r ,  h i s  sheep  p a r t n e r ,  f o r  $3800, and e n te re d  t h i s  comment in  h is  

jo u r n a l ,  "h ig h e r  th a n  I  in te n d e d  to  pay  b u t want him  o u t & can t r u s t  W ill 

and H enry.

On A ugust 30 , 1886, C o rn e liu s  in c o rp o ra te d  h is  sheep  i n t e r e s t s  and 

form ed th e  Hedges Sheep Company. The a r t i c l e s  o f  in c o rp o r a t io n  were 

f i l e d  w ith  th e  T e r r i t o r i a l  S e c re ta ry  on Septem ber 2 .

S evere  w ea th e r on th e  range  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  d e p le a te d  H edges ' band o f  

sheep  in  S ep tem ber, 1887 . On th e  3 rd , he w ro te , " F i r s t  m a il f o r  many days 

b ro u g h t bad news o f  lo s s  o f  1250 sheep in  a  s to rm  -  Went home crushed  & 

d i d n ' t  s le e p  a t  a l l . "  The n e x t day , he w ro te  t h i s ,  showing h i s  dom inant 

t r u e  s e l f ,  "Wrote l e t t e r s  to  th e  boys / " W i l l  and Henry w ith  th e  s h e e g /

& t r i e d  to  encourage them  a s  much as  I  c o u ld ."^^3 308 309 310 311 312 313

308. I b id y , March 3> 1863 , March 29 , 1873, and O ctober 2 , 7 , and 13 , 1 8 8 0 .
309 . I b i d . ,  Ja n u a ry  2 9 , l 88 l .
310. I b i d . ,  Septem ber I  and 22 , 1882.
311. I b i d . ,  A p r i l  1 6 , 1883 .
312. I b i d . ,  A ugust 30 , and Septem ber 2 , 1886 .
313. I b id y , Septem ber 3 and 4 , 1887 .
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On O ctober 28 , 1888, C o rn e liu s  made an agreem ent w ith  h i s  son W ill 

t o  buy a l l  th e  sheep  and hay la n d ,  assume th e  e x i s t in g  d e b t ,  and le a s e  

th e  sheep to  W ill .  I n  paym ent, he would re c e iv e  a n n u a lly  h a l f  th e  p ro d u c ts  

o f  th e  wool and 1000 lam bs.

On J u ly  2 ,  1890 , Judge Hedges was ru n n in g  a  band o f  5200 sh eep ,

U300 ew es, 863 lam bs, and 37 ram s. On J u ly  2 9 , he sh ipped  37 ,968  pounds

o f  raw  wool and re c e iv e d  a  p r o f i t  o f  $5504 .20  from  th e  w ool. H a lf  o f  t h a t

315sum was p la c e d  in  W i l l 's  a c c o u n t.

Jo aq u in  M il le r  c la im ed  t h a t  in  1893, C o rn e liu s  and h i s  son W ill were 

ru n n in g  "no l e s s  th a n  10 ,000  head o f  sh e e p " in  th e  M u ss e lsh e ll  county  "and 

d u r in g  th e  p r e s e n t  y e a r  ( 1893 ) e x p e c t t o  l a r g e ly  augment th a n  number.

C o rn e liu s  Hedges was among th o s e  who formed th e  M ontana Wool Growers 

A s s o c ia t io n  as a  s ta te w id e  o rg a n iz a t io n  in  H elena on November 11 , 1895»

He, l i k e  th e  o th e r  d e le g a te s ,  was e le c te d  a t  a  coun ty  m eeting  th e  p re v io u s  

month to  a t te n d  th e  c o n v e n tio n . He a l s o  c h a ire d  th e  com m ittee which 

d r a f te d  th e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  th e  Wool Growers A s s o c ia t io n  on November

12.317

A gain  in  1897 , Hedges was in s tru m e n ta l  i n  f u r th e r  p rom oting  th e  

sheep  in d u s t r y  i n  M ontana. On Jan u a ry  6 , 1897 , he was one o f  a  group 

who approved  th e  fo rm a tio n  o f  th e  c o o p e ra tiv e  Montana Wool Commission 314 315 316 317

314. I b i d . , ta k e n  from  a  memorandum page among th e  f i n a l  pages o f  h i s  
1888 jo u r n a l .

315. I b i d . , ta k e n  from  a  memorandum page among th e  f i n a l  pages o f  h i s  
1890 jo u r n a l .

316. Jo aq u in  M i l l e r ,  An I l l u s t r a t e d  H is to ry  o f  th e  S ta t e  o f  Montana 
(C hicago: The Lew is P u b lis h in g  Co. ,  1 8 9 4 ), p .  62.

317. R o b e rt G. Raymer, M ontana, The Land and th e  P eo p le  (C hicago and 
New Y ork: The Lew is P u b lis h in g  C o ., 19 3 0 ), P • 337•
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Company, w hich was p e rh ap s  th e  f i r s t  "wool p o o l"  o rg an iz ed  in  th e  s t a t e .  

A gain  he was on th e  com m ittee to  d r a f t  th e  c o n s t i t u t i o n .

In  1897* when th e  S ta te  Board o f  Sheep Com m issioners was form ed,

Judge Hedges became i t s  f i r s t  S e c re ta ry  and held th e  p o s i t i o n  u n t i l  1 9 0 6 . ^ 9  

As has  been  shown, C o rn e liu s  was in v o lv e d  in  many econom ic en d ea v o rs , 

b u t  he n ev e r f o rg o t  th e  n o b le  b e a u t i f u l  th in g s  o f  l i f e ,  and alw ays con­

d u c ted  h i s  b u s in e s s  w ith  e t h i c s  beyond re p ro a c h . The H elena In d ep en d en t 

p a id  t r i b u t e  to  Hedges f o r  h i s  h ig h  id e a l s  in  t h i s  rea lm :

The m a te r ia l  p u r s u i t s  w hich en g ro ssed  much o f  h i s  
tim e in  y o u th , in  m iddle l i f e ,  and in  o ld  a g e , n ev e r b l u r ­
re d  o r  e c l ip s e d  h i s  ap p ra isem en t o f  th e  b e a u t i f u l  th in g s ,  
n ev e r h in d e re d  h i s  p e r s i s t e n t  d e v o tio n  to  th e  good o f  th e  
community, n ev e r co o led  th e  a rd o r  o f  h i s  c h a r i ty  f o r  o th e rs  
o r  h i s  z e a l  to  h e lp  them . More th a n  w e a lth  o r fam e, he 
p r iz e d  th e  h ig h  and s p i r i t u a l  th in g s  w hich become a t  l a s t  
th e  b e s t  and m ost b e a u t i f u l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  a  p e o p le  as 
o f  an in d iv id u a l  and i t  must be t h a t  h i s  name and h i s  deeds 
w i l l  l i n g e r  w ith  an a lm o st m a je s t ic  te n d e rn e s s  i n  th e  
h e a r t  o f  h i s  n e ig h b o rs  and in  th e  b e s t  and b r a v e s t  t r a d i ­
t i o n s  o f  M ontana. 320 318 * 320

318. I b i d .
319« W.A. H edges, "C o rn e liu s  H edges,"  C o n tr ib u t io n s , V I I ,  p .  195*
320. The H elena In d e p e n d e n t, A p r i l  30 , 1907 .



C h ap te r V

THE NATIONAL PARK IDEA

I t  i s  n o t my pu rp o se  i n  t h i s  c h a p te r  to  d is c u s s  i n  d e t a i l  th e  e n t i r e

W ashburn-Langford-D oane E x p e d itio n  to  th e  Y ellow stone c o u n try  i n  1870 .

121T hat has been  w r i t t e n  s e v e r a l  t im e s .  T h is  c h a p te r  i s  concerned  w ith

a  s o l i t a r y  id e a  — th e  N a tio n a l P a rk  id e a  — and i t s  r e l a t i o n s h ip  to  th e

t o t a l  c h a r a c te r  o f  C o rn e liu s  H edges.

The background o f  t h i s  id e a  began when s e v e ra l  p ro m in en t c i t i z e n s

o f  H elena h ea rd  th e  r e p o r t s  o f  th e  Folsom-Cook E x p e d itio n  in t o  th e  upper

Y ellow stone in  1869 . An e x p e d it io n  was p lan n ed  f o r  1870 i n t o  t h a t  a r e a ,

and a f t e r  s e v e r a l  a l t e r a t i o n s  o f  t h e i r  p la n s ,  th e  e x p e d i t io n  l e f t  H elena

on A ugust 1 7 , 1870 . 321 322 323 324 The p a r ty  reach ed  w hat i s  now th e  n o r th e rn

boundary  o f  Y ellow stone N a tio n a l  P a rk  on A ugust 2 5 , v ia  Bozeman, T r a i l

121C reek , and th e  Y ello w sto n e  V a lle y . From t h a t  p o i n t , th e y  v i s i t e d  and 

e x p lo re d  th e  Tower F a l l s  a r e a ,  th e  Grand Canyon o f  th e  Y e llo w sto n e , th e  

e a s te r n  and so u th e rn  sh o re s  o f  Y ellow stone L ake, th e  F ir e h o le  b a s in ,  and 

w ere camped a t  th e  h ead w aters  o f  th e  M adison R iv e r  on th e  even ing  o f  

Septem ber 1 9 .^^^

D uring  th e  t r i p ,  C o rn e liu s  was e x tre m e ly  im pressed  w ith  th e  m a g n if i­

c e n t m ountain  s c e n e ry , and th e  un ique f e a tu r e s  o f  th e  a r e a  such  as th e  

h o t s p r in g s  and g e y se rs  se rv ed  f u r th e r  t o  im p lan t th e  n a t u r a l  g ran d eu r o f

321. Two o f  th e  b e t t e r  acc o u n ts  a re  W. T u r re n t in e  Ja c k so n , "The W ashburn- 
Doane E x p e d itio n  o f  1870 ,"  M ontana: The M agazine o f  W estern  H is to r y , 
V o l. V II ,  No. 3 ( J u ly ,  1957)> PP• 36 -51 ; and M e r r i l l  D. B e a l, The 
S to ry  o f  Man in  Y e llo w sto n e , C h ap te r V T II, " F in a l  D isc o v e ry  in  1869 
and 1870 ,"""!%). 116-135.

322. " J o u rn a l  o f  Judge H e d g e s ," C o n tr ib u t io n s , V, p .  370 .
323. I b i d . ,  p p . 371-374.
324. I b i d . ,  p p . 375-391
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th e  a r e a  in  h is  m ind. On A ugust 28, as he s a t  v iew ing  th e  p o r t io n  o f  th e  

canyon o f  th e  Y ellow stone n e a r  Tower F a l l s ,  he d e sc r ib e d  h i s  view  and 

ex p re sse d  th e s e  th o u g h ts :

a s  th e r e  was no p ro s p e c t  o f  moving camp I re tu rn e d  on 
ou r t r a i l  to  P ro sp e c t P o in t ,  ab o u t one thousand  f e e t  above th e  
r i v e r  where i s  a l to g e th e r  th e  f i n e s t  view  I e v e r had . H ere I 
s i t  on th e  b r in k  w r i t in g  th e se  l i n e s . The mouth o f  th e  F a l l s  
C reek  i s  d i r e c t l y  in  f r o n t , from  th e  b ase  o f  t h i s  ro c k  bounded 
by  c re e k  on r i g h t  and r i v e r  on l e f t  i s  a  sunken t r a c t  hundreds 
o f  f e e t  below  me, f i l l e d  w ith  c o a rse  frag m en ts  o f  a  crum bled 
m o u n ta in , t a l l  p in e s  s p r in g  up i r r e g u l a r l y  o ver i t s  s u r fa c e  
and many l i e  p r o s t r a t e  as th e y  bowed b e fo re  th e  te m p es t f i e n d .
On th e  o p p o s ite  s id e  o f  th e  r i v e r  r i s e  p r e c ip i to u s  b lu f f s  
a lm o st a t  my l e v e l  and ru n n in g  n e a r ly  h o r iz o n ta l  a s  f a r  as I 
can see  th ro u g h  th e  g o rg e . About tw o - th i rd s  down th e  bank 
i s  a n o th e r  s im i la r  b u t more i r r e g u l a r  l a y e r , o u t from  which 
n e a r  i t s  upper p a r t  and o p p o s ite  b e a u t i f u l  r a p id s  in  th e  
r i v e r  a  s in g u la r  ro c k  has s l i d  o u t from  t h i s  la y e r  and looks 
l i k e  th e  g rim , shaggy head o f  a  b is o n .  I c a l l  i t  B iso n  Rock.
The c o lo r  o f  t h i s  b lu f f y  bank i s  s in g u la r ,  a p p ro p r ia te  to  
th e  name o f  th e  r i v e r  i t s  g e n e ra l  c o lo r  i s  y e llo w , from  d a rk  
below  grow ing b r ig h t e r  up th e  s tre a m , and a t  th e  p o in t  where 
i t  d escends to  r i v e r  becom ing a lm o st w h ite  and so c o n tin u in g  
o n e -h a lf  m ile  up s tre a m . The g e n e ra l  co u rse  o f  th e  r i v e r  
seems from  s o u th e a s t  w ith  g r a c e fu l  c u rv e s . I see  two men 
f i s h in g  who s t a r t e d  from  camp as I l e f t  to  come up h e r e .
Away beyond b l u f f s  on o p p o s ite  bank i s  a  b a re  h i l l ,  and 
beyond and ru n n in g  back  in  a  canon betw een rugged and p a r t l y  
p in e -c la d  m ountains seems to  be th e  bed o f  a n o th e r  s tre a m , 
p e rh ap s  E a s t fo rk  o f  th e  Y ellow stone  ^ u n d o u b ta b ly  th e  Lamar 
R iv e r / .  Through an open ing  in  th e s e  m ountains I see  snow- 
covered  m ountains beyond — th e  h o r iz o n  l i m i t s  th e  v iew  on 
th e  o p p o s ite  s id e  — to  th e  r i g h t  on some b a r re n  m ountains 
r i g h t  a c ro s s  th e  r a v in e  th ro u g h  w hich which r i v e r  comes 
from  S .E . s t r e t c h e s  a  p in e -c la d  m oun ta in . A t my ex trem e 
r i g h t  th e  la n d  r i s e s  f a s t  i n  b a r re n  h i l l s ,  m o stly  p in e  
covered  a t  ex trem e r i g h t  th e  la n d  r i s e s  f a s t  in  b a r r e n  h i l l s ,  
m o stly  p in e  covered  a t  ex trem e r i g h t  and above to p s  o f  p in e s ,  
r i s e  two peaks o f  more d i s t a n t  m o u n ta in s . I th a n k  God fo r  
c r e a t in g  such sc e n e ry  and a g a in  f o r  p e rm i t t in g  my eyes to  
b eho ld  i t . 325

The above was ex p re ssed  e a r ly  i n  th e  e x p e d i t io n ,  and by th e  tim e th e  325

325. I b i d . , p p . 377-378. U n d ersco rin g  m ine.



e x p e d i t io n  was read y  to  le a v e  th e  a re a  h i s  th o u g h ts  and id e a s  were w e ll 

fo rm ed . I n  p e r f e c t  harmony w ith  h is  id e a  o f  t o t a l  c h a r i t y .  Hedges was 

re a d y  to  do what he cou ld  t o  sh a re  th e  n a t u r a l  b e a u ty , w hich he had se e n , 

w ith  o th e r s .

As th e  e x p e d i t io n  s a t  around th e  cam p fire  on th e  ev en in g  o f Septem ­

b e r  19 , and d is c u s s e d  th e  a r e a  and i t s  p o t e n t i a l  as a  r e s o r t  developm ent, 

H edges ' sen se  o f  u n s e l f i s h n e s s ,  o f  g iv in g  and s h a r in g ,  would n o t a llo w  him 

to  a g re e  w ith  narrow , m ercenary  id e a s  o f  r e s t r i c t i n g  t h i s  w onderland o f  

n a tu re  f o r  e x p l o i t a t io n  o f  a  few . I t  was th e n  t h a t  Hedges sp o k e :

he d id  n o t approve o f  any o f  th e se  p la n s  ----  t h a t
th e r e  ough t to  be no p r iv a t e  ow nersh ip  o f  any p o r t io n  o f  
t h a t  r e g io n ,  b u t  t h a t  th e  whole o f  i t  ought to  be s e t  
a p a r t  as a  g r e a t  N a tio n a l  P a rk , and t h a t  each  one og^us 
ought to  make an e f f o r t  to  have t h i s  accom plished .

I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  to  n o te  t h a t  H edges1 own jo u rn a l  f o r  th e  19t h  and

2 0 th  c o n ta in e d  n o th in g  o f  h i s  im p o rta n t id e a .  He w ro te  t h i s  abou t th e

n ig h t  o f  th e  19t h ,  " D id n 't  s le e p  w e ll  l a s t  n ig h t  - g o t to  th in k in g  o f

home and b u s in e s s ,  seems as  i f  were a lm o st th e r e  . . . " 3 2 7  H edges' h u m ili ty

and u n o b tru s iv e n e ss  would e x p la in  m ost o f  t h i s  la c k  o f  n o ta t io n  o f  th e

id e a  in  h i s  jo u r n a l .  And th e  fo llo w in g  w r i t t e n  in  190U, a l s o  sheds some

l i g h t  on th e  m a tte r :

I t  was a t  th e  f i r s t  camp a f t e r  le a v in g  th e  low er 
G eyser b a s in  when a l l  were s p e c u la t in g  which p o in t  in  th e  
re g io n  we had been  th ro u g h , would become most n o ta b le  t h a t  
I  f i r s t  su g g es ted  th e  u n i t in g  a l l  ou r e f f o r t s  to  g e t  i t  made 
a N a tio n a lJ g a rk ,  l i t t l e  dream ing t h a t  such a th in g  w ere
p o s s i b l e . 326 327 328
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326. L a n g fo rd , D ia ry  o f  th e  Washburn E x p e d i t io n , p .  1 17 .
327 . " Jo u rn a l o f  Judge H edges,"  C o n tr ib u t io n s , V, P . 391*
328. I b i d . ,  p .  372, f o o tn o te .  A gain u n d e rsc o rin g  m ine.
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But t h a t  n ig h t ,  Septem ber 19 , H edges ' " d is tu rb in g  N a tio n a l P a rk  

p r o p o s i t io n "  k e p t N .P . L angford  awake h a l f  th e  n ig h t  p o n d e rin g  th e  

i d e a . 329 To a l l  b u t  one o f  th e  p a r ty ,  th e  id e a  was "met w ith  a  q u ick  and 

fa v o ra b le  re s p o n s e . "330 ^  n u c leu s  o f  gen tlem en  were now in s p i r e d  w ith  an

id e a  w hich would u l t im a te ly  grow to  mean much to  m i l l io n s  o f  A m ericans 

who v i s i t  th e  N a tio n a l P a rk s  each  y e a r .

On November 9 , 1870 , as one o f  a  s e r i e s  o f  a r t i c l e s  on th e  Y ellow ­

s to n e  c o u n try , Hedges f i r s t  p u b l i c ly  p roposed  th e  c r e a t io n  o f  a  N a tio n a l 

P a rk , w ith in  an a re a  to  be a t ta c h e d  to  M ontana. He w ro te ,

T h is  b e a u t i f u l  body o f  w a te r  llo w s to n e  L a k e / 
i s  s i tu a te d  in  th e  ex trem e n o rth w e s t c o rn e r  o f  Wyoming, 
an d , w ith  i t s  t r i b u t a r i e s  and s i s t e r  la k e s  o f  sm a lle r  
d im en s io n s , i s  e n t i r e l y  c u t o f f  from  a l l  a c c e ss  from  any 
p o r t io n  o f  t h a t  T e r r i to r y  by th e  im p assab le  and e t e r n a l ­
l y  snow -clad  ran g e  o f  th e  Wind R iv e r  Range o f  m o u n ta in s .
Hence th e  p r o p r ie ty  t h a t  th e  T e r r i t o r i a l  l i n e s  be so r e ­
a d ju s te d  t h a t  M ontana shou ld  em brace a l l  t h a t  la k e  r e ­
g io n  w est o f  th e  Wind R iv e r  Range, a  m a tte r  in  which we 
hope our c i t i z e n s  w i l l  soon move to  acco m p lish , a s  w e ll  
as  to  s e c u re ,  i t s  f u tu r e  a p p r o p r ia t io n  to  th e  p u b lic  
u s e .331

From t h a t  p o in t ,  many p e rso n s  a id e d  in  th e  e f f o r t  to  e s t a b l i s h  

Y ellow stone N a tio n a l  P a rk . N .P . L angford  d e l iv e r e d  a  s e r i e s  o f  l e c tu r e s  

on Y ellow stone  in  New York and W ashington , D .C ., in  J a n u a ry , 1871 . Many, 

such  as W illiam  H. C la g e t t , S e n a to r  Pom eroy, and D r. F .V . Hayden, helped  

see  th e  m easure c r e a t in g  th e  P a rk  th ro u g h  C o n g ress .332 L ou is  C. Cram ton,

3 29 . L a n g fo rd , D ia ry  o f  th e  Washburn E x p e d i t io n , p .  118 .
330. N .P . L an g fo rd , "P re fa c e  t o  th e  Folsom-Cook E x p e d itio n  o f  th e  Upper 

Y ellow stone  in  th e  Y ear 1869 / '  C o n tr ib u t io n s , V, p .  351« (T his 
so u rce  w i l l  h e r e i n a f t e r  be r e f e r r e d  to  as  " P re f a c e ." )

331. The H elena D a ily  H e ra ld , November 9 , 1870 .
332. L an g fo rd , " P r e f a c e ," C o n tr ib u t io n s , V, p p . 351-352.
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i n  h i s  E a r ly  H is to ry  o f  Y ellow stone N a tio n a l P a rk , a s s e r t s  t h a t  b o th  

Samuel T. H auser and C o rn e liu s  Hedges v i s i t e d  W ashington , D .C ., in  th e  

w in te r  o f  I 87O -I871 and prom oted th e  N a tio n a l P a rk  idea.333 j  have been  

u n ab le  to  p rove  o r  d isp ro v e  t h i s  a s s e r t i o n .  I  have had no a c c e s s  to  

jo u rn a ls  f o r  th e  p e r io d  o f  H edges' l i f e  betw een June 21 , 1870 and O ctober 

19 , I 87I ,  i f  such jo u rn a ls  e x i s t  a t  a l l .  The one e x c e p tio n  o f  cou rse  i s  

th e  p u b lish e d  jo u r n a l  o f  th e  Y ellow stone E x p e d itio n . However, Hedges d id  

a  m oderate amount o f  t r a v e l l i n g  and th u s  such  a  t r i p  was e n t i r e l y  f e a s ib l e .

The e f f o r t s  o f  a l l  concerned  in  p rom oting  " th e  N a tio n a l  P a rk  id e a "  

cu lm in a ted  in  th e  p a ssa g e  o f  th e  a c t  o f  d e d ic a t io n  s e t t i n g  th e  Y ellow stone 

a re a  a s id e  f o r  th e  p u b l ic  on March I ,  1872 . 33^ The f e a t  was e s p e c ia l ly  

o u ts ta n d in g  in  th e  l i g h t  o f  such  dom inant a d v e rse  p h ilo s o p h ie s  as  l a i s s e z  

f a i r e - i s m ,  s o c i a l  D arw inism , and th e  d e v e lo p in g  p ragm atism  o f  t h a t  day .

I n  1896 , Judge Hedges r e f l e c t e d  and commented on Y ellow stone  P a rk , 

th e  Washburn p a r ty ,  and h i s  own N a tio n a l P a rk  id e a .  I n  a  d i s t i n c t  a i r  

o f  m odesty , he w ro te :

The members o f  th e  Washburn P a r ty  o f  I 87O, who 
f i r s t  su g g es ted  and la b o re d  s u c c e s s f u l ly  w ith  th e  o th e rs  
to  make known th e  wonders o f  th e  re g io n  and se c u re  i t s  
d e d ic a t io n  f o r  a  N a tio n a l  P a rk , "b u ild e d  even b e t t e r  th a n  
th e y  knew ." They th o u g h t c h i e f ly  o f  th e  wonders on canon, 
f a l l s ,  la k e ,  m o u n ta in , b o i l in g  s p r in g s  o f  i n f i n i t e  v a r i e t y ,  
and th e  crow ning wonder o f a l l ,  th e  g r e a t  g e y s e rs ,  th ro w in g  
v a s t  volum es o f  b o i l in g  w a te r hundreds o f  f e e t  in t o  th e  a i r ,  
e c l ip s in g  th o se  o f  I c e la n d ,  and o f  th e  h e a l th f u l  p le a s u r e  
to  f u tu r e  g e n e ra tio n s  in  v i s i t i n g  t h i s  c o o l r e g io n  d u r in g  
th e  h e a te d  s e a so n . But u n doub tab ly  i t s  u t i l i t y  to  th e  g r e a t

3 33 ' L ou is  C. Cram ton, E a r ly  H is to ry  o f  Y ellow stone N a tio n a l  P a rk  and 
i t s  R e la t io n  to  N a tio n a l P a rk  P o l i c i e s  (W ashington: Government P r i n t ­
in g  O f f ic e ,  19 3 2 ), p .  20 .

33^. B e a l , g o . c i t . , p .  l b 2 .
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c e n t r a l  a r id  re g io n  su rp a s se s  a l l  o th e r  c o n s id e r a t io n s ,  
and re n d e rs  i t s  p r e s e r v a t io n  a s  n e a r  as p o s s ib le  in  a  
s t a t e  o f  n a tu re  u n d is tu rb e d , a  s a fe  and se c u re  r e t r e a t  
f o r  th e  g r e a t  game t h a t  b u t f o r  t h i s  l a s t  r e s o r t  would 
in  a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y  be soon e x t i n c t ,  a  sa c re d  t r u s t  f o r  
ou r n a t io n a l  governm ent.

W hile some th in k  i t  w a s te fu l  o r  u n j u s t i f i a b l e  
use o f  p u b lic  money to  expend i n  open ing  and im proving 
such  a  v a s t  a r e a  as a  p e o p le 's  p le a s u re -g ro u n d , f u r th e r  
c o n s id e ra t io n  w i l l  s a t i s f y  th e  w o rst f a u l t - f i n d e r  t h a t  
h i s  e x p e n d itu re  i s  more th a n  j u s t i f i e d  on p ru d e n t b u s i ­
n e s s  p r i n c i p l e s .  What would o th e rw ise  be sp e n t on f o r ­
e ig n  t r a v e l  w i l l  more and more be r e ta in e d  a t  home in  
v i s i t i n g  ou r own A lp in e  r e g io n ,  where a re  co n g reg a ted  
l i v i n g  p ic tu r e s  by th e  hand o f  th e  C re a to r ,  f a r  more 
num erous, sub lim e and b e a u t i f u l  th a n  th o se  c o n ta in e d  
in  a l l  th e  museums o f  th e  Old W orld.335

Then he added an a u x i l i a r y ,  b u t  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  o b s e rv a tio n  and s u g g e s tio n :

And when t h i s  t r a v e l  has in c re a s e d  t h a t  h o rs e s  and 
b ic y c le s  can no lo n g e r  s u f f i c e ,  th e r e  i s  enough power 
t h a t  cou ld  be ta k e n  c o n v e n ie n tly  from  th e  Upper F a l l s  o f  
th e  Y e llo w sto n e , and co n v e rted  t o  e l e c t r i c a l  pow er, to  
p ro p e l  c a rs  to  e v e ry  p o r t io n  o f  th e  P a rk . A l l  a re  a -  
g reed  t h a t  steam  c a r s ,  w ith  t h e i r  d an g ers  o f  sp re a d in g  
f i r e s ,  and t h e i r  n o is e  in  s c a r in g  th e  game, shou ld  n e v e r >
be a d m itte d  t o  th e  P a rk ; b u t  th e s e  o b je c t io n s  do n o t a p p ly , 
a t  l e a s t  i n  much l e s s  d e g re e , to  e l e c t r i c  c a r s . 3-5°

A m ajor t r i b u t e  was p a id  C o rn e liu s  Hedges a t  th e  c o rn e rs to n e  la y in g

o f  th e  Theodore R o o se v e lt M em orial A rch a t  th e  N orth  E n tra n c e  to  Y ellow stone

P a rk  on A p r i l  24 , I 903. Among th e  a r t i c l e s  p la c e d  in  th e  c o rn e rs to n e  were

th e  fo llo w in g :

P ic tu r e s  o f  Hon. N .P . L a n g fo rd , f i r s t  S u p e r in te n ­
d e n t o f  th e  P a rk , one o f  th e  Washburn p a r ty  o f  1870; 
a l s o  o f  C o rn e liu s  H edges, member o f  th e  same p a r t y ,  who 
f i r s t  su g g es ted  making a  N a tio n a l P a r k .337

335- H edges, A rt Work o f  M ontana, p .  10 .
336. I b i d .
337. P ro c e e d in g s . 39 th  Communic a t io n ,  1903, p .  5*



These were th e  o n ly  p ic tu r e s  p la c e d  in  th e  c o rn e rs to n e  box , and Hedges was 

i n  a tte n d a n c e  t h a t  day to  w itn e s s  th e  la y in g  o f  th e  c o rn e rs to n e  f o r  th e  

M em orial A rch .

The q u e s t io n ,  "Who o r ig in a te d  th e  N a tio n a l P a rk  id e a ? "  has been th e  

s u b je c t  o f  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  amount o f  d is c u s s io n  and w r i t in g .  In  l a t e r  y e a r s ,  

N a th a n ie l  P . L an g fo rd , who se rv ed  as th e  f i r s t  S u p e r in te n d e n t o f  th e  P a rk  

w ith o u t p a y ,3 J ® d e f i n i t e l y  c r e d i te d  H edges, in  w r i t in g ,  w ith  o r ig in a t in g  

th e  id e a  o f  c r e a t in g  Y ellow stone N a tio n a l P a r k . ^ ^  ^ t  two o th e r  t im e s , he 

c r e d i t s  b o th  D avid E . Folsom  and Hedges as th e  o r ig in a to r s  o f  th e  id e a .  An 

i n t e r e s t i n g  and r a t h e r  d e t a i l e d  d is c u s s io n  o f  th e  a n t ic e d e n ts  o f  th e  

N a tio n a l  P a rk  id e a ,  and who shou ld  be c r e d i te d  w ith  th e  id e a ,  has been 

w r i t t e n  by  A ubrey L . H a in e s , P a rk  H is to r i a n ,  Y ellow stone N a tio n a l P a rk . ^ 0

In  r e t r o s p e c t ,  i t  m a tte rs  l i t t l e  t h a t  p e rh ap s  Hedges was n o t th e  

s o le  o r ig i n a to r  o f  th e  N a tio n a l P a rk  id e a ,  and th a t  D avid E . Folsom un- 

d o u b ta b ly  d e se rv e s  p a r t  o f  th e  c r e d i t .  What m a tte rs  m ost i s  t h a t ,  in  h is  

own b e n e v o le n t way, C o rn e liu s  Hedges was th e  r i g h t  p e rso n  a t  th e  r i g h t  tim e  

to  p r e s e n t  such  a  p o te n t  id e a ,  and t h a t  such  an id e a  was so co m p le te ly  i n  

harmony w ith  a l l  th e  g u id in g  p r in c i p le s  o f  h i s  l i f e .  Hedges d e f i n i t e l y  

p r o f i t t e d  by h av in g  such  a  r e c e p t iv e  a u d ie n c e , b u t  i t  was h e , on th a t
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338. B e a l , o£ . c i t . , p .  2 38 .
339« N .P . L angford  to  C o rn e liu s  H edges, S t .  P a u l,  M in n eso ta , November 

24 , 1905 , M an u scrip t c o l l e c t i o n ,  M ontana H i s to r i c a l  S o c ie ty  L ib r a r y , 
H e len a , M ontana.

340 . L an g fo rd , D ia ry  o f  th e  Washburn E x p e d i t io n , p .  x x i i i ;  L an g fo rd , 
" P r e f a c e ," C o n tr ib u t io n s , V, p .  352; and Aubrey L . H a in e s , H is to ry  o f  
Y ellow stone  N a tio n a l P a rk , P a r t  I I I ,  "C re a tio n  o f  a  N a tio n a l P a r k ," 
U npub lished  M a n u sc rip t, p re p a re d  by th e  P a rk  H is to r ia n .



Septem ber ev en in g  o f  I 87O, in  an  a lm ost common m anner, who p la n te d  a  seed  

c a l le d  th e  N a tio n a l  P a rk  id e a  t h a t  g e rm in a te d , and to d a y  h as  grown to  a  

N a tio n a l  P a rk  sy stem , p re s e rv in g  th e  s c e n ic  and h i s t o r i c  h e r i t a g e  o f  ou r 

n a t io n  in  o ver 175 d i f f e r e n t  a r e a s .



C h ap te r VI

EDUCATION

Form al e d u c a tio n  was n e a r  and d e a r  to  C o rn e liu s  H edges' h e a r t .  He

had re c e iv e d  a  good fo rm a l e d u c a tio n  in  p u b l ic  sc h o o ls  and th e  academy in

h i s  n a t iv e  M a ssa c h u se tts .  He was g ra d u a te d  from  Y ale C o lleg e  in  1853 and

H arvard  Law Schoo l i n  l 8 5 5 - ^ ^  And he had p r e v io u s ly  ta u g h t  i n  academ ies

in  C o n n e c tic u t on two d i f f e r e n t  o c c a s io n s , i n  1853 a t  E a s to n , C o n n e c tic u t,

and from  l a t e  i8 6 0  to  e a r ly  1863 a t  S a l ly  Lewis Academy in  B e r l in ,  Connec-

342t i c u t .  T h e re fo re ,  when he reach ed  M ontana in  th e  summer o f  1864, he 

had a  good u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  th e  v a lu e  o f  good p u b lic  s c h o o ls  and o f  an 

e d u c a te d , r e s p o n s ib le  c i t i z e n r y  to  th e  grow th  and developm ent o f  th e  t e r r i ­

t o r y .

Hedges w anted M ontana to  grow and p ro s p e r ,  and he r e a l iz e d  t h a t  th e  

b e s t  way to  acco m p lish  th o se  g o a ls  was to  have w e ll-e d u c a te d  c i t i z e n s . I n  

h i s  4 th  o f  J u ly  A ddress i n  1875, he d e l in e a te d  th e  r o l e  o f  e d u c a tio n  in  

H e len a , however th e  same h e ld  t r u e  f o r  th e  rem ain d er o f  th e  e n t i r e  t e r r i ­

t o r y .  Judge Hedges s a id :

I f  i n  th e  e a r l i e r  y e a rs  ou r c i t y  n e g le c te d  i t s  
d u ty  o f  e d u c a tio n , t h i s  can no lo n g e r  be c a s t  as  a  r e ­
p ro a c h  a g a in s t  u s .  The new c e n tu ry  f in d s  us awake to  t h i s  
f i r s t  d u ty  and g r e a t e s t  t r u s t ,  p re p a r in g  th e  n e x t g e n e ra ­
t i o n  to  become w ise r  th a n  t h e i r  f a th e r s  and b e t t e r  f i t t e d  
to  manage th e  g r e a t e r  i n t e r e s t s  t h a t  w i l l  come to  t h e i r  
k e e p in g .343

A nother t im e , in  a  speech  on e d u c a tio n  d e l iv e re d  a t  V ir g in ia  C ity  

i n  F e b ru a ry , 1875> he spoke o f  th e  ad v an tag es  o f  good sc h o o ls  to  a

341. See p p . 4 -7  o f  t h i s  p a p e r .
342. See p .  7 and p .  9 o f  t h i s  p a p e r .
343. H edges, " H i s to r ic a l  A d d re ss ,"  C o n tr ib u t io n s , I I ,  p .  I l 4 .



community. Hedges term ed th e  sc h o o ls  as  th e  "nu c leu s  around which i n t e l ­

l i g e n t  com m unities would g a t h e r , " and a l s o  " th ey  were th e  fo u n d a tio n s  o f  

c i v i l i z a t i o n .  " 3 ^

H edges ' i n t e r e s t  in  e d u c a tio n  and sc h o o ls  was a  genu ine  i n t e r e s t ,  

th e  ty p e  t h a t  m o tiv a ted  him to  a t te n d  m eetings and g iv e  l e c tu r e s  on e d u c a ­

t i o n  even though  n o t a c t in g  in  any ty p e  o f  o f f i c i a l  c a p a c i ty .  I n  June o f  

1863 , in  In d ependence , Iow a, he no ted  a t te n d in g  a  t e a c h e r s '  m e e tin g .3^5 

And on March 4 , 1869 , in  H e len a , he w ro te  in  h is  jo u r n a l  t h a t  he had d e ­

l iv e r e d  a  l e c tu r e  on e d u c a tio n  to  a  sm a ll a u d ie n c e , b u t  t h a t  i t  was w e ll 

r e c e iv e d .J

C o rn e liu s  Hedges was asked  by G overnor B .F . P o t t s  to  a c c e p t an a p ­

p o in tm en t as  S u p e r in te n d e n t o f  P u b lic  I n s t r u c t i o n  on Jan u a ry  7 , 1872 . At 

th e  t im e , Hedges was a t te n d in g  a  s e s s io n  o f  th e  T e r r i t o r i a l  Supreme C ourt 

i n  V ir g in ia  C ity  in  o f f i c i a l  c a p a c i ty  as  U .S . A tto rn e y . On th e  17t h ,  he 

re c e iv e d  h i s  com m ission, and th e  n e x t day he f i l e d  b o n d .3^7 The S up er­

in te n d e n c y  had been  v a c a n t f o r  ab o u t two y e a rs  b ecause  th e  1870 a p p o in te e ,

348S .G . L a n th ro p , had n e v e r been  confirm ed by  th e  C o u n c il. Thus, even 

th e  l i t t l e  which had been  accom plished  by  such  men as Thomas J .  D im sdale , 

A .H . B a r r e t t , A .M .S. C a rp e n te r , and Thomas F . Cam pbell3^9 was a t  l e a s t  

p a r t i a l l y  l o s t ,  and much o f  th e  fo u n d a tio n  work o f  b u i ld in g  an adequa te
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344. The M adisonian  (V irg in ia  C i ty ,  M ontana), F eb ru a ry  6 , 1875*
345. J o u r n a l s , June 13 , 1863 .
346. I b i d . , March 4 , 1869 .
347. I b i d . ,  Jan u a ry  7 , 17 , and 18 , 1872 .
348. H am ilto n , o p . c i t y , p .  493-
349. A l l  o f  th e s e  men had se rv ed  a s  S u p e r in te n d e n t o f  P u b lic  I n s t r u c t i o n  

betw een 1865 and I 87O; see  H am ilto n , op . c i t y , p p . 491-492 .
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t e r r i t o r i a l  sch o o l sy stem  had to  be l a id  a g a in .  H edges' so n , W ill ,  l a t e r  

commented t h a t  much o f  t h i s  o rg a n iz a t io n  and im p lem en ta tio n  was c a r r ie d  on 

"under th e  most u n p ro p it io u s  c o n d i t io n s ."350

A lthough  he was ap p o in te d  in  J a n u a ry , 1872 , and to o k  o f f i c e  a t  t h a t  

t im e , i t  was n o t u n t i l  A p r i l ,  1873 , t h a t  th e  L e g i s la tu r e  confirm ed h is  

ap p o in tm e n t.

H is f i r s t  p roblem  was t h a t  o f  making su re  he would r e c e iv e  a s a la r y .  

On Jan u a ry  2 9 , he e n te re d  in  h is  jo u r n a l ,  "Things lo o k  t i c k l i s h  abou t my 

g e t t i n g  any s a la r y  - C allaw ay w r i te s  me t h a t  R ogers /" " s ic  -  R o d g e rs / w i l l  

n o t i s s u e  any w a rra n ts  on my o r d e r ."  However, he co n tin u ed  p re p a r in g  to  do 

a  p ro p e r  jo b , and added "Got copy o f  s c h o o l law  & s tu d ie d  i t  a l l  n ig h t . " ^ 2 

On th e  3d o f  F e b ru a ry , he g o t a  l e t t e r  from  W.H. R odgers , and commented 

"Looks a l l  r i g h t  f o r  me to  go ah ea d ."353  ^hen on A p r i l  30 , he w ro te , "Got 

w a rra n t from  A u d ito r  / / f o r /  $572 -  R e lie v e s  me g r e a t ly ,  can work b e t t e r  

h e r e a f t e r , "  and h i s  comment o f  th e  n e x t day , "money m a tte r s  s t r in g e n t"  adds 

to  th e  in d i c a t i o n  o f  u rgency  o f  n e e d H e d g e s  n ev er in d ic a te d  in  h is  

jo u rn a l  why th e r e  was some q u e s tio n  o f  h i s  n o t r e c e iv in g  a  s a la r y ,  b u t  i t  

m ight w e ll  have in v o lv e d  th e  f a c t  t h a t  h i s  appo in tm en t was y e t  unconfirm ed 

by  th e  C o u n c il.

350. W.A. H edges, "C o rn e liu s  H edges,"  C o n tr ib u t io n s , V I I ,  p .  188.
351- J o u r n a ls ,  A p r i l  1 8 , 1873.
352. I b ic L , Jan u a ry  2 9 , 1872 . The two men m entioned h e re  a re  James E . 

C allaw ay , T e r r i t o r i a l  S e c r e ta r y ,  and W illiam  H. R o d g ers , T e r r i t o r i a l  
A u d ito r  from  1867 to  187!+; see  H am ilto n , op_. c i t . , p p . 311-312, p .  528 , 
and p .  539 f o r  in fo rm a tio n  on W.H. R odgers and J .E .  C allaw ay .

353» J o u r n a l s , F eb ru a ry  3 , 1872 .
35^. I b id y , A p r i l  30, and May I ,  1872 .



The f i r s t  y e a r ,  in  a d d i t io n  to  v i s i t i n g  sc h o o ls  i n  and around 

355H elen a , he made two ex tended  t r i p s  i n  w e s te rn  M ontana v i s i t i n g  sc h o o ls

in  s e s s io n .  On th e  f i r s t  t r i p ,  November 9 to  19 , he v i s i t e d  sch o o ls  in

M isso u la  and D eer L odge. I n  a d d i t io n  to  th e  sc h o o l v i s i t a t i o n ,  he gave

356p u b l ic  l e c tu r e s  a t  b o th  tow ns. Most o f  th e  month o f  Decem ber, th e  9 th  

to  th e  2 5 th , Hedges sp e n t on a  more ex ten d ed  sc h o o l v i s i t a t i o n  to u r  o f  

so u th w e s te rn  M ontana. Hedges v i s i t e d  sc h o o ls  a t  H i l l s ,  J e f f e r s o n  I s l a n d ,  

W h ite h a l l ,  A rg e n ta , Bannack, S h e rid a n , and V ir g in ia  C i ty ,  and re tu rn e d  

home on C hristm as Day. S in ce  h i s  fa m ily  was v i s i t i n g  in  New England t h a t  

w in te r ,  th e r e  was l i t t l e  d isa p p o in tm e n t a t  h i s  l a t e  r e tu r n .

From Jan u a ry  6 t o  20 , 1873 , Hedges v i s i t e d  r u r a l  s c h o o ls  in  th e  

G a l l a t in  V a lle y , and sc h o o ls  i n  Bozeman, W illow  C reek , and R a d e rsb u rg .^ ®  

Thus in  th r e e  m onths, he had v i s i t e d  sc h o o ls  i n  most o f  th e  s e t t l e d  s e c ­

t i o n s  o f  M ontana, and th o se  sc h o o ls  in  t u r n  had th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  make 

use  o f  H edges' com petent knowledge and a b i l i t y .  Hedges v i s i t e d  th e  Bozeman 

and R ad ersb u rg  sc h o o ls  a g a in  in  November, 1873

In  a d d i t io n  to  s c h o o l v i s i t a t i o n s  to  im p art know ledge, and s tr e n g th e n  

and u n ify  th e  in d iv id u a l  sch o o ls  in to  a  t e r r i t o r i a l  sy stem  o f  s c h o o ls ,

Hedges c a r r i e d  on numerous o th e r  jobs as  p a r t  o f  h is  o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s . I n  

A p r i l ,  1872 , he n o ted  t h a t  he had worked on sc h o o l law , c a l le d  f o r  b id s  t o  

p r i n t  c o p ie s  o f  sc h o o l la w s, and had ta k e n  some a c t io n  in  an a tte m p t to
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355 . See J o u r n a ls , November 29 , 1872 .
356 . I b i d . , November 9 to  19 , 1872 .
357 . I b i d . , December 9 to  25 , 1872 .
358 . I b i d . , Jan u a ry  6 to  20 , 1873 .
359. I b i d . , November 11 to  18, 1873 .



lo c a te  s c h o o l la n d s  in  th e  t e r r i t o r y . ^ 0 In  t h a t  m onth, he a l s o  examined 

a p p l ic a n ts  who a s p ir e d  to  become c a d e ts  a t  West P o in t .  I n  A p r i l ,  1873 , 

he was in  V ir g in ia  C i ty ,  sp o n so rin g  amendments to  th e  s c h o o l law  f o r  th e  

t e r r i t o r y  a t  th e  s e s s io n  o f  th e  L e g i s l a tu r e . -^ 2 And o f te n ,  a t  th e  opening  

o f  a  te rm , he was c a l le d  upon to  h e lp  exam ine new t e a c h e r s . Y e t  

a n o th e r  t im e , he ta u g h t a  h a l f - d a y  o f  sc h o o l i n  a  c la ss ro o m  o f  one o f  th e
36UH elena s c h o o ls .

T here  were a ls o  n e c e s s a ry  r e p o r t s  t o  be com pleted and f i l e d .  In  

t h i s  en d eav o r, Hedges was no l e s s  c o n s c ie n tio u s  th a n  a t  any o th e r  o f  h is  

j o b s . As an  exam ple, he n o te d  f in i s h i n g  and send ing  th e  "School R ep o rt"  

f o r  1873 on December 16 o f  t h a t  y e a r .  And on F eb ru a ry  9> 1875, he w ro te  in  

h i s  jo u r n a l ,  "L aboring  a l l  day on sc h o o l r e t u r n s , a b s t r a c t in g  them -  S en t 

o f f  a b s t r a c t  to  B ureau o f  E d u c a t io n ."365

P a t ie n c e  was a  v i r t u e  w hich Hedges p o s se s s e d , and th e r e  were tim es  

in  h i s  job  as  S u p e r in te n d e n t o f  P u b lic  I n s t r u c t i o n  t h a t  he needed a l l  o f  i t  

t h a t  he cou ld  m u s te r . F o r exam ple, on F eb ru a ry  12, 1875 , he n o te d , "Miss 

Sims occup ied  me in  th e  ev en in g  w ith  h e r  s c h o o l t r o u b l e s ."  A l i t t l e  more 

th a n  a  week l a t e r , Hedges went t o  h i s  o f f i c e  on a Sunday a f te rn o o n  to  do 

some w r i t i n g .  " D id n 't  g e t  t o  w r i t in g  much b e fo re  M iss Sims came i n , " he 

w ro te , "and r e la t e d  h e r  g r i p e s ."3^^

9 9

360. I b i d . ,  A p r i l  1 1 , 1 8 , and 26 , 1872 .
361. I b i d . ,  A p r i l  15 and 1 6 , 1872 .
362 . I b i d . , A p r i l  22 to  27 , 1873 .
363 • See J o u r n a ls , Septem ber 25 and 26 , 1873, as one exam ple .
364. I b i d . ,  F eb ru a ry  26 , 1875-
365 . I b i d . ,December 1 6 , 1873, and F e b ru a ry  9 , 1875•
3 66 . I o id y , F eb ru a ry  12 and 21 , 1875 •
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Y et a n o th e r  o f  h is  d u t i e s ,  o r  p e rh ap s  an a c t io n  d ic ta t e d  by h is

d e v o tio n  to  d u ty , was e le c t io n e e r in g  f o r  a  s c h o o l ta x  on May $ , 1875; and

86?h i s  e f f o r t s  were rew ard ed , th e  ta x  is s u e  p a sse d  290 to  59« In  th e  f a l l  

o f  1875 ; he w ro te  a  s e r i e s  o f  new spaper a r t i c l e s  f o r  p u b l i c a t io n  a l l  o ver 

th e  t e r r i t o r y ;  some o f  th e  s p e c i f i c  t i t l e s  were "M ental A r i th m e tic ,"  

"W ritte n  A r i th m e t ic ,"  "R ead in g ,"  and "W ritin g .

I n  th e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  J a n u a ry , I 87U, C o rn e liu s  made a  t r i p  to  V ir ­

g in i a  C ity  w ith  S o l S t a r r ,  where Hedges v i s i t e d  sc h o o l and worked on th e

c o d i f ie d  sc h o o l law  f o r  th e  t e r r i t o r y . A n d  d u rin g  th e  l a s t  fo u r  days
370o f  t h a t  y e a r ,  he a t te n d e d  th e  H elena T each ers  A s s o c ia t io n  m e e tin g .

I n  1875; C o rn e liu s  Hedges o rg a n iz e d  th e  f i r s t  T e a c h e rs ' I n s t i t u t e

in  M ontana. He la y ed  th e  groundw ork f o r  i t  i n  an o r g a n iz a t io n a l  m eeting  

in  V ir g in ia  C ity  on Jan u ary  30, and th e  I n s t i t u t e  was h e ld  th e r e  on A p r i l  

15 and 1 6 . The M adisonian  n o ted  th e  new v e n tu re  on th e  17 th :

The m eeting  o f  th e  T e a c h e rs ' I n s t i t u t e  f o r  M adison 
County has been  in  s e s s io n  f o r  s e v e r a l  days p a s t .  A f u l l  
a tte n d a n c e  o f  T each ers  and o th e rs  in t e r e s t e d  in  e d u c a tio n  
has been  on hand d a i l y ,  and th e  o rd e r  o f  e x e rc is e s  has  been 
h ig h ly  i n t e r e s t i n g  and i n s t r u c t i v e  i n  c h a r a c te r .  The I n ­
s t i t u t e  ad jo u rn ed  y e s te rd a y ,  F r id a y .  We w i l l  p u b l i s h  a  
sy n o p s is  o f  th e  p ro c e e d in g s  i n  o u r n e x t .  I t  has been  a 
v e ry  p le a s a n t  m eeting  and th o se  engaged have en jo y ed  them ­
s e lv e s  in  a  p r o f i t a b l e  m anner. '

And as  p ro m ise d , th e  resum e appeared  in  th e  A p r i l  24 i s s u e . A lthough t h i s  

i s  b u t  one i n s t i t u t e ,  i t s  form  was fo llo w ed  f o r  o th e rs  h e ld  l a t e r .  The

3 6 7 . I b i d . , May 5, 1875.
368 . I b i J . ,  O ctober 26 to  2 9 , and November 4 , 1875 '
369 . I b i d . , Jan u a ry  17 to  26 , 1874.
370. I b i d . , December 28 t o  31, 1874, and Jan u ary  I ,  1875 .
371. J o u rn a ls ,  Jan u ary  30, 1875 , and The M adisonian  (V irg in ia  C ity ,

Montana -  W eekly), A p r i l  17 , 1875•
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resum e was a s  fo l lo w s :

The M adison County T e a c h e rs ' I n s t i t u t e  m et, p u r ­
su a n t t o  announcem ent, a t  T em p la rs ' H a l l ,  in  t h i s  c i t y ,  
on T hu rsd ay , A p r i l  15 , 1875 .

FIRST DAY

The I n s t i t u t e  was opened w ith  p ra y e r  by  Rev. W.W.
Van O rsd e l.

A d d ress , by Amos P urdurn, on th e  "O b jec ts  and Aims 
o f  T e a c h e rs ' I n s t i t u t e s .

A d d re ss , by W .I. M a rs h a ll ,  on "S p en ce rian  Penman­
s h ip . "

A t th e  a f te rn o o n  s e s s io n  a d d re s s e s ,  on th e  s u b je c t  
o f  grammar, were d e l iv e r e d  by M essrs . D .B. S tu r g e s , W .I. 
M a rs h a ll , A .J .  B e n n e t t , C. H edges, and H.N. B la k e . The 
a d d re s s  o f  Mr. S tu rg e s  upon t h i s  s u b je c t  i s  h ig h ly  spoken 
o f  by th o se  who h ea rd  i t .

The L e c tu re  o f  S u p e r in te n d e n t Hedges d e l iv e r e d  a t  
th e  ev en in g  s e s s io n ,  on th e  "R e c ip ro c a l D u tie s  o f  P a re n ts  
and T e a c h e rs ,"  was w e ll re c e iv e d  by h i s  a u d i to r s . I t  was 
r e p l e t e  w ith  p r a c t i c a l  th o u g h ts  and s u g g e s tio n s .

SECOND DAY

Opened w ith  p ra y e r  by R ev. F .A . R ig g in .
A d is c u s s io n  on th e  s u b je c t  o f  "M athem atical S tu d ie s ,"  

was a b ly  conducted  by M essrs . A .J .  B e n n e tt,  C. H edges, and 
W. M a rs h a ll .

A d d re ss , by  County S u p e r in te n d e n t Purdum, on "Book- 
K eep in g ."  Mr. Purdum h and led  h i s  s u b je c t  i n  th e  manner 
t h a t  showed h is  th o ro u g h  knowledge o f  th e  s c ie n c e .

The a f te rn o o n  s e s s io n  was opened w ith  an a d d re s s  
by W .I. M a rsh a ll on "G eography."

R e c i ta t io n  and c la s s  d r i l l  i n  m en ta l a r i th m e t ic  in  
w hich M essrs . H edges, B e n n e tt,  S tu r g e s , Purdum, and 
M a rs h a ll ,  v o lu n te e re d  as p u p i l s ,  and M iss M aria  P urm ort 
conducted  th e  r e c i t a t i o n s . M e ssrs . Hedges and M a rsh a ll 
fo llo w ed  w ith  a  d is c u s s io n  on th e  s u b je c t .

E ssay  by M rs. L . F i tc h  on "M inero logy ."  An e l e ­
g a n t p a p e r ,  do ing  g r e a t  c r e d i t  t o  th e  accom plished  
a u th o re s s .

The fo llo w in g  p e rso n s  w ere e le c te d  o f f i c e r s  f o r  
th e  e n su in g  y e a r :  Amos Purdum, P r e s id e n t ;  M iss M aria
P u rm o rt, V ice P r e s id e n t ;  M rs. L . F i t c h ,  S e c re ta ry ;  J .H .
B ak er, T re a s u re r .

The ev en in g  s e s s io n  opened w ith  a  l e c tu r e  by  D.B. 
S tu r g e s , on th e  s u b je c t  o f  "V ocal M usic in  our P u b lic  
S c h o o ls ."  T h is  was a  r e a l l y  b r i l l i a n t  e f f o r t  on th e  p a r t
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o f  th e  l e c t u r e r ;  h i s  p o in ts  were w e ll  ta k e n  and a b ly  a r ­
gued , w h ile  h i s  e lo c u a t io n  was e x c e l l e n t .

M essrs . H edges, S tu r g e s , B e n n e tt ,  D e im lin g , and 
R ig g in , d is c u s se d  th e  s u b je c t  o f  "School D i s c i p l i n e . "
T h is  d is c u s s io n  gave th e  d is p u ta n ts  a  f in e  o p p o r tu n i ty  
to  show t h e i r  f a c e t io u s  p r o c l a v i t i e s .  Mr. Hedges and 
Mr. R ig g in  were p a r t i c u l a r l y  happy in  t h i s  v e in .  Mr.
Hedges d i d n ' t  b e l ie v e  i n  rod  d i s c i p l i n e ,  Mr. R ig g in  d id .
The l a t t e r  gen tlem an  cla im ed  t h a t  he owed much o f  h i s  
m oral su c c e s s  in  l i f e  t o  th e  v e ry  l i b e r a l  amount o f  
pounding  h e 'd  r e c e iv e d  in  h i s  y o u th fu l  d a y s , b o th  in  and 
o u t o f  s c h o o l.  The d is c u s s io n  was i n t e r e s t i n g  and amus­
in g .

A f te r  a  v o te  o f  th an k s  to  th e  Temple o f  Honor f o r  
th e  use o f  th e  H a l l ,  th e  I n s t i t u t e  ad jo u rn ed  s in e  die.^ 2

To g iv e  th e  o th e r  s id e  o f  th e  d e b a te  betw een Mr. Hedges and R ev. R ig g in ,

The M ad iso n ian , in  th e  same i s s u e ,  p r in t e d  H edges' rem arks and id e a s .

Mr. Hedges s a id  t h a t  when he was a  sc h o o l boy th e  
id e a  p r e v a i le d  t h a t  m uscle was a  p r in c i p a l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  
f o r  a  te a c h e r  to  p o s s e s s ,  and he had known, in  h i s  boyhood, 
in s ta n c e s  where good te a c h e r s  had been  tu rn e d  o u t and mus­
c u la r  h o s t l e r s  had been  p u t i n ,  hop ing  th e re b y  to  pound 
and b e a t  d i s c i p l i n e  and knowledge in to  c h i ld r e n  by th e  e x ­
e r c i s e  o f  b ru te  fo rc e  and th u s  making a  sc h o o l room a  k ind  
o f  s la u g h te r  p e n . T h is  n o tio n  was f a s t  go ing  o u t o f  d a te ,  
and b r a i n ,  n o t m uscle , was what i s  w anted now -a-days i n  th e  
sc h o o l h o u se .373

Thus Hedges p la c e d  h im s e lf  in  l i n e  w ith  th e  p ro g re s s iv e  e d u c a to rs  o f  t h a t  

d ay , and gave M ontana f u r th e r  s t r e n g th  and gu idance in  fo rm ing  a  t r u e  e d ­

u c a t io n  sy stem  and n o t j u s t  a  system  o f  d i s c i p l in a r y  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  C or­

n e l iu s  ' own d ia ry  a ls o  b r i e f l y  o u t l in e d  th e  I n s t i t u t e ' s c o n te n t  and he 

ended w ith  th e  comment " c lo se d  s u c c e s s f u l l y . "37^

T hat y e a r  he o rg a n iz e d  and h e ld  th r e e  more T e a c h e rs ' I n s t i t u t e s ,  two 

a t  H e len a , on Septem ber 28 and 29 , and November 26 and 27 , and a t  D eer

372. The M ad iso n ia n , A p r i l  2k,  1875.
373. I M d .
37^. J o u r n a ls , A p r i l  15 to  18 , 1875•
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Lodge on December 2$ and 30 . A t th e  D eer Lodge I n s t i t u t e ,  Hedges was co n ­

cerned  w ith  th e  p a s s iv e  d i s i n t e r e s t  o f  th e  te a c h e r s ,  and commented, 

"T eachers g e n e ra l ly  d id  b u t  l i t t l e .  And in  h is  r e p o r t  f o r  1875 ,

Hedges asked for legislative action requiring counties with ten schools 
or more to have annual Teachers' Institutes. The suggestion was finally 
made law by the Tenth Legislature, held in 1877. They designated an 
institute's length at not less than two days nor more than five days, 
that schools would be dismissed during the institutes and certified
teachers should receive full pay, and that all persons holding certifi-

376cates were to attend.

I n  th e  m eantim e, Hedges co n tin u ed  to  sp o n so r i n s t i t u t e s .  The

second M adison County T e a c h e rs ' I n s t i t u t e  was h e ld  a t  V ir g in ia  C ity  on

A p r i l  21 and 22 , 1876 , and C o rn e l iu s ,  o f c o u rs e , was th e r e  to  a s s i s t .

In November, 1877, he visited the Fort Benton schools and other
sc h o o ls  a lo n g  th e  M isso u ri R iv e r .  A lso , i n  mid-December o f  t h a t  y e a r ,

Hedges v i s i t e d  sc h o o ls  a t  M isso u la  and B u tte .

H edges' t h i r d  te rm  as S u p e r in te n d e n t e x p ire d  in  J a n u a ry , 1878 . On

January l4 , Hedges entered in his journal:

A sto n ish ed  by news from  M ills  t h a t  Gov. had a p ­
p o in te d  C la rk e  £ ~ s l c j  W right my su c c e s s o r  -  K ept grow­
in g  madder a l l  day o ver i t  - Changed many p Isms -  Hope 
i t  may p ro v e  f o r  th e  b e s t  -  T hat I  may seek  o n ly  n o b le  
revenge  - C le a r in g  o u t my d esk  to  tu r n  o ver to  s u c c e s ­
s o r  .379

375* I b id y , S e p t.  28 and 2 9 , Nov. 26 and 2 7 , and D ec. 29 & 30 , 1875 . 
376. H am ilto n , og_. c i t y ,  p .  316 and p .  4 9 6 .
377 ' J o u r n a ls , A p r i l  21 and 22 , 1876 .
378. I b i d . ,  November 12 to  20 , and December 10 to  21 , 1877 .
379« Ibid., Jan u ary  l4 , 1878.
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And r e a c t io n  came from  V ir g in ia  C ity  and Bozeman. The D em ocra tic  M adi­

so n ian  went on re c o rd  w ith  com plim ents f o r  Judge H edges:

L ay ing  a l l  p o l i t i c a l  a n t ip a th i e s  a s id e ,  we a re  f r e e  
to  say  t h a t  Judge Hedges has been  th e  b e s t  S u p e r in te n d e n t 
o f  P u b lic  I n s t r u c t i o n  M ontana has e v e r  had , and h i s  e f f o r t s  
f o r  th e  in c re a s e  o f  e d u c a t io n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  were re n d e re d  
more e f f e c t iv e  f o r  th e  f a c t  t h a t  he was h e a r t i l y  devo ted  
to  th e  c a u se , and i t  was to  a  g r e a t  e x te n t  a  " la b o r  o f  
lo v e "  on h i s  p a r t .

I n  an a r t i c l e  in  th e  Bozeman T im es, Rev. C la rk  W right was b i t t e r l y  c r i t i ­

c iz e d .  The r e p o r te r  b e l ie v e d  t h a t  Rev. W right was in v o lv e d  in  th e  " In d ia n  

R in g ." The a r t i c l e ,  i n  e s s e n c e , c la im s Hedges was a  v ic t im  o f  p o l i t i c s

d e s ig n a te d  to  b r in g  g r e a t e r  fame and fa v o r  to  G overnor P o t t s ,  who made

th e  d e c is io n  even  though  i t  was c a r r i e d  o u t by A c tin g  G overnor J .H .

M il l s . 381

E v id e n tly ,  Hedges a l s o  h e ld  P o t t s  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  d e l ib e r a t e  a c t io n .  

On June 12 , 1878 , he n o ted  in  h i s  d ia ry :  "Wrote on P o t t s  ^ a s  a  H erald

e d i t o r i a l /  -  news came to d a y  o f  h is  ren o m in a tio n  . . . S end ing  o f f  t e l e ­

gram to  p re v e n t P o t t s  c o n f i r m a t io n ." And on June 1 5 , he was g ra v e ly  con­

cerned  b ecau se  th e  te le g r a p h  w ire s  were down and 'P o t t s  w i l l  be confirm ed

382b e fo re  we can send a  p r o t e s t .

Hedges had se rv ed  th r e e  te rm s as S u p e r in te n d e n t and had accom plished  

much. He had s t a r t e d  th e  f i r s t  T e a c h e rs ' I n s t i t u t e s ,  and had g o tte n  a  law

3 80 . The M adisonian  (V irg in ia  C i ty ) ,  Jan u ary  1 9 , 1878 .
381. The Bozeman Times (W eekly), Jan u a ry  24 , 1878 . T h is  c l ip p in g  i s  

c o n ta in e d  in  a  s c ra p  book o f  C o rn e liu s  Hedges which i s  in  th e  manu­
s c r i p t s  c o l l e c t io n  o f  th e  M ontana H i s t o r i c a l  S o c ie ty  L ib r a r y , H elen a , 
M ontana. From a  pen  n o te  on th e  c l ip p in g ,  th e  a u th o r  ap p ea rs  to  be a 
Mr. E z e k ia l  S . W ilk in so n , owner and p u b l i s h e r  o f The Bozeman T im es.

382 . J o u r n a l s , June 12 and 15, 1878 .
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r e q u i r in g  th o se  c o u n tie s  w ith  te n  o r  more sc h o o ls  to  have an  i n s t i t u t e  

a n n u a l ly . He had made th e  f i r s t  com plete  r e p o r t  o f  th e  O f f ic e  o f  S u p er­

in te n d e n t  o f  P u b lic  I n s t r u c t i o n  t h a t  had e v e r  been  made in  M ontana. He 

a l s o  had m ajor in f lu e n c e  in  g e t t in g  a d e q u a te , new sc h o o ls  b u i l t  a t  H e len a , 

V ir g in ia  C i ty ,  B annack, B la c k fo o t, and New C h i c a g o . But  m ost o f  

he succeeded  in  k eep in g  th e  need f o r  e d u c a tio n  in  th e  p u b l ic  v iew . He 

had se rv ed  th r e e  f u l l  te rm s , more th a n  a l l  h i s  p re d e c e s s o rs  com bined, and 

h i s  work th e r e f o r e  had more c o n t in u i ty  th a n  any p re v io u s  e f f o r t s .

As p ro o f  o f  h i s  g enu ine  i n t e r e s t  in  e d u c a tio n , a f t e r  f a i l u r e  to  be 

renom inated  as  S u p e r in te n d e n t , Hedges n o ted  a tte n d a n c e  a t  a  te a c h e r s '
qCn,

m eeting  in  H elena  on th e  ev en in g  o f  Jan u a ry  26 , 1878 . And he spoke 

b r i e f l y  a t  th e  g ra d u a t io n  e x e rc is e s  o f  th e  f i r s t  g ra d u a t in g  c la s s  o f  

H elena  Graded S choo ls  on th e  even ing  o f  June 12, 1879-^ ^

Judge Hedges se rv ed  M ontana e d u c a tio n  in  y e t  a n o th e r  c a p a c i ty  when 

he was e le c te d  to  th e  Board o f  T ru s te e s  f o r  th e  H elena S c h o o ls , on th e  

a f te rn o o n  o f  A ugust 30, 1879 ' And w ith in  a  week, he was a g a in  e x e rc is in g  

h i s  h a b i t  o f  v i s i t i n g  H elena  s c h o o ls .

I n  1880 , Hedges was a p p o in te d  a  member o f  a  th ree -m an  te x tb o o k  com­

m iss io n , by T e r r i t o r i a l  S u p e r in te n d e n t W. E g b e rt S m ith , to  examine t e x t ­

books and recommend a  u n ifo rm  s e t  f o r  th e  common sc h o o ls  o f  th e  t e r r i t o r y .  

T h is  was an a tte m p t to  prom ote im proved in s t r u c t i o n  in  a l l  s c h o o ls .  The

383 . Raym er, op . c i t . ,  p . , and S to u t ,  op . c i t . ,  p p . 495-496.
384. J o u r n a l s , Jan u ary  26 1878 .
385 . C am pbell, op. c i t . ,  p .  8 5 .
386 . J o u r n a ls , A ugust 30, Septem ber 4 and 11, 1879J see  a ls o  e n try  

f o r  December 10 , 1879-
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r e p o r t  o f  th e  com m ission was p a sse d  by th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  on F eb ru a ry  23, 

l 8 8 l ,  and i t  s t a t e d  t h a t  sc h o o ls  n o t u s in g  th e  recommended t e x t s  would 

f o r f e i t  25$ o f  t h e i r  fu n d s .

On F e b ru a ry  1 9 , 1883 , Judge Hedges was nom inated by G overnor John 

S c h u y le r  Crosby to  a g a in  become S u p e r in te n d e n t o f  P u b lic  I n s t r u c t i o n .  

P o l i t i c a l  o p p o s it io n  developed  in  th e  C o u n c il on th e  2 0 th , b u t  on Feb­

ru a ry  21 , h i s  appo in tm en t was confirm ed  o v er th e  o p p o s i t io n .  On th e  22d, 

he p o s te d  bond , g o t com m issioned, and to o k  p o s s e s s io n  o f  th e  e f f e c t s  o f 

th e  o f f i c e .  On March 31 , he drew h is  f i r s t  s a l a r y ,  $11+5.60, as S u p e r in ­

te n d e n t .

D uring  th e  S u p e rin ten d en cy  o f  E g b e r t  S m ith , th e  T e a c h e rs ' I n s t i t u t e  

law s were amended. The p re v io u s  a c t  d id  n o t make te a c h e r  a tte n d a n c e  a t  

i n s t i t u t e s  m andato ry , how ever, th e  amendment d id .  The amendment a ls o  r e ­

q u ire d  th e  a tte n d a n c e  o f  th e  T e r r i t o r i a l  S u p e r in te n d e n t a t  a l l  county  

i n s t i t u t e s ,  o r  f o r f e i t  te n  d o l l a r s  s a la r y  f o r  each  i n s t i t u t e  m issed . 

B ecause o f  t h i s  law , and more e s p e c i a l l y  b ecau se  o f  n a t u r a l  d e v o tio n  to  

d u ty , Hedges d id  a  l o t  o f  t r a v e l l i n g  in  1883 and 188^. T ra v e l in  many 

a re a s  was much e a s i e r  th a n  d u rin g  h i s  p re v io u s  te rm s as T e r r i t o r i a l  S u p e r­

in te n d e n t ,  how ever, b ecau se  o f  th e  ad v en t o f  r a i l r o a d s  i n  M ontana.

From m id -Ju ly  to  th e  end o f  1883 , Hedges was t r a v e l l i n g  much o f 

th e  tim e . He made f iv e  t r i p s  to  v i s i t  s c h o o ls  and a t te n d  i n s t i t u t e s ,  

two o f  them  were ex tended  t r i p s . He a l s o  conducted  an  i n s t i t u t e  in  H elena

387 . H am ilto n , o£. c i t . ,  p .  4-97.
388 . J o u r n a ls , F eb ru a ry  I 9 to  22 , and March 31; 1883 .
3 8 9 . H am ilto n , o£. c i t . , p p . 497-4-98.
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on December 5 and 6 . ^ ^

On J u ly  17 , he l e f t  H elena on a  s c h o o l to u r .  W hile on th e  to u r ,  he 

a t te n d e d  an i n s t i t u t e  a t  W hite S u lphu r S p r in g s ; v i s i t e d  W ill ,  H enry, and 

h i s  sheep  ra n c h ; v i s i t e d  sc h o o ls  a t  Oka and M a r tin s d a le ; and conducted a 

th re e -d a y  T e a c h e rs ' I n s t i t u t e  a t  F o r t  B en to n . On A ugust 4 and 5 , he r e ­

tu rn e d  to  H e len a , v ia  Ulm and F o r t  Shaw .^ ^  On A ugust 30 and 31, and

392Septem ber I ,  he p a r t i c i p a t e d  in  an i n s t i t u t e  a t  D eer Lodge. ^

Hedges l e f t  f o r  V ir g in ia  C ity  on a n o th e r  ex tended  to u r  on O ctober

10 . On t h i s  e x c u rs io n , he a t te n d e d  and p a r t i c ip a t e d  in  i n s t i t u t e s  a t :

V ir g in ia  C i ty ,  O ctober 11 to  13; Bozeman, O ctober l 6 and 17; B i l l i n g s ,

O ctober l 8 to  20; and M iles  C i ty ,  O ctober 22 to  24 . He a l s o  v i s i t e d

sc h o o ls  a t  F o r t  Keogh and " L iv in g s to n e ."  He re tu rn e d  by t r a i n  t o  H elena

on O ctober 27.393  He c e le b ra te d  h i s  52d b ir th d a y  a t  home on th e  2 8 th ,

and on O ctober 29 , l e f t  a g a in  f o r  an i n s t i t u t e  a t  M isso u la , which l a s t e d

two d ay s . On th e  ev en in g  o f  th e  3 0 th , a s  was o f te n  h i s  custom  on th e se

t r i p s ,  he gave a  p u b l ic  l e c t u r e . T hat n ig h t  h i s  to p ic  was "The P u b lic

D uty to  th e  P u b lic  S c h o o ls ."  Hedges was home a g a in  on November 1 . 39^

In  D ecem ber, th e  l 8 t h  to  th e  23d , Hedges sp e n t an  a f te rn o o n  v i s i t i n g

B u tte  s c h o o ls  and p a r t i c i p a t e d  in  an i n s t i t u t e  a t  D i l lo n ,  ab o u t which he

395h a p p i ly  rem arked , "Had t r u s t e e s  p r e s e n t . "

Judge H edges ' sch ed u le  f o r  v i s i t a t i o n  and i n s t i t u t e  t r i p s  in  1884

390. J o u r n a ls , December 5 and 6 , 1883 .
391. I b i d . , J u ly  17 to  A ugust 5, 1883 .
392. I b i d . ,  A ugust 30 and 31, and Septem ber I ,  1883 .
393. I b i d . ,  O ctober 10 to  2 7 , 1883 .
394. I b id y , O ctober 28 to  31, and November I ,  1883 .
395. Ibidy , December 18 to  23 , 1883 .
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was j u s t  as f u l l  a s  in  1883 . He p a r t i c ip a t e d  in  i n s t i t u t e s  t h a t  y e a r  as 

fo llo w s : March 26 to  28 , B u tte ;  J u ly  9 t o  11 , New C hicago , to d a y  a  g h o s t

town n e a r  D eer Lodge; Septem ber 22 and 23 , F o r t  B enton; Septem ber 26 and 

2 7 , W hite S u lp h u r S p r in g s ; O ctober 3 and 4 , Bozeman; O cto b er 9 and 10, 

V ir g in ia  C ity ; O ctober 13 to  15 , B i l l i n g s ;  O ctober l 6 t o  18 , M iles C ity ; 

he s im ply  v i s i t e d  sc h o o l a t  G lend ive  on O ctober 19; O ctober 22 and 23, 

B o u ld e r; December 18 to  20 , M isso u la ; and December 23 and 2 4 , D i l lo n .  He 

re tu rn e d  home on C hristm as Day, and sp e n t much o f  t h a t  day sen d in g  ou t 

c e r t i f i c a t e s  o f  a t te n d a n c e  a t  T e a c h e rs ' I n s t i t u t e s .  He f in i s h e d  th e  y e a r  

w ith  th r e e  f u l l  days o f  i n s t i t u t e  i n  H e le n a . ^ 0

An e x t r a c t  from  S u p e r in te n d e n t H edges' 1884 r e p o r t ,  w hich appeared  in  

L e e so n ' s 1885 H is to ry  o f  M ontana, a l lu d e s  to  th e  two y e a rs  o f  p ro g re s s  made 

d u r in g  h i s  te rm :

T here a re  a t  p r e s e n t  ab o u t 200 sc h o o l d i s t r i c t s  in  th e  
T e r r i t o r y ,  th o se  i n  l a r g e r  p la c e s  em ploying s e v e r a l  te a c h e r s  
and c o n tin u in g  th e  te rm s d u r in g  n in e  m onths, b u t  th e  la r g e r  
number n o t more th a n  fo u r  m onths, making th e  av e rag e  betw een 
f iv e  and s ix  m onths. The number o f  c h i ld r e n  o f  s c h o o l age in  
th e  T e r r i t o r y  i s  ab o u t l4 ,0 0 0 ,  and ab o u t $4 p e r  c e n t o f  t h a t  
number a re  e n r o l le d  as s c h o la r s . I f  th e  e n ro llm e n t were 
reckoned  on th e  age o f  a c tu a l  a tte n d a n c e  — 5 to  I 5 y e a rs  - -  
th e  p e r  c e n t would be o v er 7 0 , and th e  p e r  c a p i ta  o f  money 
expended in  e d u c a tio n  would be as  g r e a t  as t h a t  i n  any s t a t e  
o f  th e  U nion. T here a re  no norm al s c h o o ls  in  M ontana fo r  
t r a i n i n g  t e a c h e r s , and r e l a t i v e l y  h ig h  wages a re  p a id  to  
in d u ce  t h e i r  coming from  o th e r  s t a t e s ,  th e  av erage  o f  te a c h e r s  
wages f o r  a l l  g r a d e s , p e r  m onth, b e in g  $ 60.^97

On March 3 , Gov. B. P l a t t  C a rp e n te r  renom inated  C o rn e liu s  Hedges as  

T e r r i t o r i a l  S u p e r in te n d e n t,  b u t  he was r e j e c t e d  by th e  C o u n c il on th e  5t h .  * 3

396. I b i d . , March 25 to  28 , J u ly  8 to  12 , Septem ber 16 to  2 7 , O ctober
3 and 4 , and 8 to  20 , December 17 to  2 5 , and 29 t o  31; 1884.

397« L eeso n , o£. c i t . , p .  370.
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On th e  6t h ,  Hedges w ro te , "Gov. ag reed  t o  send in  my name a g a in  & gave 

me chance to  see  th e  m em bers." B ut a g a in , he was r e j e c t e d ,  and on March 

1 0 , he commented, "R ea lized  f u l l y  f o r  th e  f i r s t  tim e t h a t  I  had been so ld  

o u t by a l l  th e  R ep u b lican  members o f  th e  C o u n c il ."  On th e  1 1 th , he added , 

" S e r io u s ly  th in k in g  what to  do to  in c re a s e  income -  W ife ta k e s  i t  v e ry  

h a r d ."  On March 12 , P ro fe s s o r  W.W. W ylie was nom inated and con firm ed , 

and Hedges tu rn e d  over th e  e f f e c t s  o f  h is  o f f i c e  to  W ylie on March 1 8 . ^ ^  

S t i l l ,  t r u e  t o  h i s  concern  f o r  th e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  o f  Montana ed u ca ­

t i o n ,  he a t te n d e d  i n s t i t u t e s  a f t e r  le a v in g  o f f i c e . 399

C o rn e liu s  Hedges was a ls o  a c t iv e  i n  th e  M ontana T e r r i t o r i a l  T each­

e r s  1 A s s o c ia t io n  and was e le c te d  i t s  second P r e s id e n t  i n  1883 a t  D eer 

L odge . 1100

A lthough  Judge H edges1 most c o n c e n tra te d  e f f o r t s  in  Montana ed u ca­

t i o n  w ere d i r e c te d  to  th e  p rom otion  o f  p u b l ic  sc h o o ls  on th e  p rim ary  and 

seco n d ary  l e v e l ,  he was a l s o  v i t a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d  in  p rom oting  sch o o ls  o f  

h ig h e r  l e a r n in g .

On June 12 , 1882, a  p roposed  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  M ontana was in c o rp o ra te d  

in  H e len a , and Hedges was among th e  n in e  e le c te d  as  t r u s t e e s .  Among th e  

o th e rs  were G overnor B .F . P o t t s ,  C h ie f J u s t i c e  D ecius Wade, H e le n a 's  

Mayor E.W. K n ig h t, W.F. S a n d e rs , and Samuel T . H au ser. The u n iv e r s i ty  

was t o  have been  lo c a te d  i n  H elena on la n d  a l re a d y  d o n a te d , and th e

398 . J o u r n a ls , March 3 to  18 , 1885 .
399» See e n t r i e s  f o r  O ctober 21 and 22 , 1885 , and O ctober 5 and 6 , 

and 11 and 12 , 1885 , in  J o u r n a ls .
UOO. See H am ilto n , o]D. c i t . , p .  ^9 8 , and M e r r i l l  G. B urlingam e and K. 

Ross T o o le , A H is to ry  o f  Montana (New York: Lewis H i s t o r i c a l  Pub­
l i s h i n g  C o ., 1 9 5 7 ), ppT % 05-406.
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t r u s t e e s  so u g h t a  $ 5 0 ,000  endowment i n  th e  E a s t E v i d e n t l y ,  th e  i n ­

s t i t u t i o n  d ie d  b e fo re  i t  even opened i t s  d o o rs .

On May 21 , 1888, Judge Hedges met w ith  W ilbur F . S anders  to  h e lp  

in  th e  p la n n in g  o f  M ontana W esleyan U n iv e r s i ty .*1"02 And from  th e  to n e  o f  

some o f  h i s  jo u r n a l  e n t r i e s ,  and h i s  i n f l u e n t i a l  p o s i t i o n  in  th e  Montana 

P re s b y te ry ,  I  am le d  to  b e l ie v e  t h a t  he was a  t r u s t e e  o f  The C o llege  o f  

M ontana a t  D eer Lodge in  1888 and 1889 .^ °^

Judge C o rn e liu s  Hedges was devo ted  to  Montana e d u c a tio n  and con­

t r i b u t e d  much tow ards i t s  advancem ent. Some m ight s a y , and h av e , t h a t  h is  

g r e a t e s t  c o n t r ib u t io n  in  t h i s  f i e l d  was th e  o r ig in a t io n  o f  th e  T e a c h e rs 1 

I n s t i t u t e s  o r  p e rh ap s  h i s  o rg a n iz a t io n  o f  many i s o l a t e d  sc h o o ls  in to  one 

t e r r i t o r i a l  sy stem . However, I  f e e l  th e s e  a re  b u t i n t e g r a l  p a r t s  o f  a 

y e t  g r e a t e r  c o n t r ib u t io n .  I n  h i s  own u n s e l f i s h ,  c h a r i t a b l e  way, C o rn e liu s  

Hedges k e p t th e  c i t i z e n s  o f  M ontana c o n s ta n t ly  aware o f  th e  need o f  good 

p u b lic  s c h o o ls  and s t im u la te d  among them  a  genu ine  i n t e r e s t  and d e s i r e  to  

b u i ld  and m a in ta in  h ig h  q u a l i t y  p u b lic  s c h o o ls .

401 . C am pbell, ojo. c i t . , p p . 108-109.
402 . J o u r n a ls , May 21 , 1888 .
403. I b i d . ,  see  e n t r i e s  f o r  June 13 , 1888, and A ugust 19 , 1889 .



Chapter V II

THE HELENA PUBLIC LIBRARY

C o rn e liu s  Hedges was i n t e g r a l l y  in v o lv e d  w ith  th e  H elena L ib ra ry

A ss o c ia t io n  from  i t s  embryo s t a g e s . He became chairm an o f  th e  com m ittee

to  d r a f t  th e  a s s o c i a t i o n 's  c o n s t i tu t i o n  on November 20 , 1 8 6 8 .^ ^  From

t h a t  tim e u n t i l  h i s  d e a th .  Hedges name was n e a r ly  synonymous w ith  t h a t  o f

th e  H elena  L ib ra ry  A s s o c ia t io n  and th e  e a r l y  y e a rs  o f  th e  H elena P u b lic

L ib r a r y .  T h is  en d ea v o r, l i k e  many o th e r s ,  was th e  b e n e f i c ia r y  o f  th e  t im e ,

t a l e n t ,  e n e rg y , and i n t e l l e c t  o f  C o rn e liu s  H edges.

A t th e  in c e p t io n  o f  th e  H elena L ib ra ry  A s s o c ia t io n ,  Hedges n o t o n ly

c h a ire d  th e  com m ittee w hich d r a f te d  i t s  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  b u t  h e , W.F. S a n d e rs ,

J.W . W h it la tc h , and Ben S tic k n e y  composed th e  com m ittee w hich s o l i c i t e d

th e  o r i g i n a l  s u b s c r ip t io n s  f o r  th e  l i b r a r y . On December 5 , th e  H elena

L ib ra ry  A ss o c ia t io n  was fo rm a lly  o rg a n iz e d . James King was chosen  i t s

f i r s t  P r e s id e n t .  C o rn e liu s  Hedges was e le c te d  V ice P r e s id e n t ,  and J .L .

lK)5D ouglas was named S e c r e ta r y .

On December 2 1 , Hedges commented t h a t  a t  a  L ib ra ry  A s s o c ia t io n  m eet­

in g  "my paym ent was a c c e p te d  in  books f o r  a  l i f e  m em bership.

C o rn e liu s  Hedges was h o n o red , on December l 8 , 1869, w ith  th e  P r e s i ­

dency o f  th e  H elena L ib ra ry  A ss o c ia t io n .  I t  was a  day o f  doub le  honors 

f o r  H edges, he was a ls o  e le c te d  T re a s u re r  o f  H elena Lodge f 3 ,  A .F . &

a . m .4 °7

On December 20 , 1869 , Hedges and A.M. B o lte r  le a se d  th e  two back

UoA. J o u r n a ls ,  November 20 , 1868.
405 . S to u t ,  op . c i t . ,  p . 757, and J o u r n a ls , December 5 , 1868. 
U0 6 . J o u r n a ls , December 21 , 1868.
U0 7 . I b i d . ,  December 18 , 1869 .
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rooms o f  t h e i r  new b u i ld in g  on upper Main S t r e e t  to  th e  L ib ra ry  A sso c ia ­

t i o n  f o r  two y e a rs  a t  $400 down. On th e  n e x t day . Hedges moved th e  

l i b r a r y 's  s to v e  and books to  th e  new b u i ld in g  and drew up th e  le a s e .  At 

th e  end o f  th e  day , he w ro te  i n  h i s  jo u r n a l ,  "T his w i l l  e n a b le  me to  g e t 

a lo n g  w ith o u t bo rrow ing  any m o r e . I t  a l s o  made th e  l i b r a r y  much more 

a c c e s s ib le  f o r  H edges, who made e x c e l le n t  use o f  i t .

A no ther Hedges became i n t e g r a l l y  in v o lv ed  w ith  th e  l i b r a r y  on 

March 3 , 1870 , when th e  a s s o c ia t io n  "ag reed  to  t r y  W il l ie  as l i b r a r i a n . " 

W ill  s t a r t e d  work i n  th e  l i b r a r y  on March 4 , w ith  h i s  dad h e lp in g  him 

most o f  th e  d ay , and on A p r i l  4 , th e  e x e c u tiv e  com m ittee o f  th e  H elena 

L ib ra ry  A s s o c ia t io n  h i r e d  W ill as L ib r a r ia n  f o r  s ix  months a t  $40 . ^

410He h e ld  th e  p o s i t i o n  f o r  ab o u t one y e a r .  W ill was l a t e r  to  w r ite

t h a t  th e  H elena  L ib ra ry  p ro v id e d  ch ess  and ch ec k ers  i n  a d d i t io n  to  books 

411f o r  i t s  p a t r o n s .

Hedges t e r s e l y  w ro te  in  h i s  jo u r n a l  on December rJ, 1872 , "L ib ra ry

m eeting  in  ev en in g  -  was r e - e l e c te d  P r e s . i n s p i t e  o f  my r e f u s a l . " The

412fo llo w in g  y e a r ,  W.F. S anders  was e le c te d  to  succeed  H edges.

S h o r t ly  a f t e r  S anders  became P r e s id e n t ,  th e  e n t i r e  l i b r a r y  was 

d e s tro y e d  in  th e  h i s t o r i c  H elena f i r e  o f  Jan u ary  9> 1874. Burned th a t  

day were "abou t 2 ,5 0 0  b o o k s , to g e th e r  w ith  a l l  i t s  im p o rta n t re c o rd  books 

c o n ta in in g  i t s  h i s to r y  f o r  th e  f i r s t  fo u r  y e a r s . "  And, o f  c o u rse , th e  l i s t

408 . S to u t ,  I o c . c i t . , and J o u r n a ls , December 20 and 21 , 1869 .
409 . J o u r n a ls , March 3 and 4 , and A p r i l  4 , 1870 .
410 . S to u t , I o c . c i t .
411 . W.A. H edges, "C o rn e liu s  H edges,"  C o n tr ib u t io n s , VTI, p .  187 .
412 . J o u r n a ls , December 7 ,  1872; S to u t , op . c i t . , p .  758 and p .  760 .
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o f  o r ig i n a l  s u b s c r ib e r s  sh ared  th e  same f a t e  . ^ 3

However, even th e  f i r e  was o n ly  a  tem porary  o b s ta c le .  The L ib ra ry  

A ss o c ia t io n  began  anew on A ugust 24 , lSyU , under th e  g u id in g  hand o f 

C o rn e liu s  H edges, who was a g a in  e le c te d  i t s  P r e s id e n t . T h is  tim e he h e ld  

th e  p o s i t i o n  u n t i l  some tim e in  IdrJS, p ro b a b ly  s te p p in g  down in  December

Judge Hedges in c lu d e d  a  b r i e f  h i s to r y  o f  th e  H elena L ib ra ry  A sso c ia ­

t i o n  in  h i s  4 th  o f  J u ly  H i s to r i c a l  A ddress in  1876 , and in  h u m ility  n ev er 

once m entioned h is  own name. On t h a t  day he s a id  o f  th e  l i b r a r y :

In  a  l i t t l e  more th a n  a  y e a r  s in c e  i t s  r e v iv a l  i t  
has  g a th e re d  to g e th e r  upwards o f  1 ,2 0 0  volum es, and con ­
t in u e s  i t s  u s e f u l  c a r e e r ,  w inning f r ie n d s  and fa v o r  under 
th e  grow ing d e p re s s io n  o f  a l l  m a te r ia l  i n t e r e s t s  . . .
When p ro sp e ro u s  days a g a in  r e tu r n ,  no i n s t i t u t i o n  in  ou r 
community s ta n d s  more d e se rv in g  o f  in c re a s e d  f a v o r , no r 
more l i k e l y  to  r e c e iv e  i t .  ^

I n  M arch, 1885 , Hedges began  th e  fo u n d a tio n  work f o r  c o n v e r tin g  th e  

H elena L ib ra ry  A ss o c ia t io n  in to  th e  H elena F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry  when he 

drew up th e  o rd in an c e  f o r  th e  P u b lic  L ib r a r y 's  c r e a t io n .  A y e a r  l a t e r ,  

th e  v o te r s  o f  H elena approved a  o n e -h a lf  m i l l  ta x  le v y  f o r  th e  l i b r a r y 's  

s u p p o r t ,  and on May 8 , 1886 , H edges' o rd in a n c e  became C ity  O rdinance #79»
4 l6and th e re b y  th e  H elena P u b lic  L ib ra ry  was fo rm a lly  o rg a n iz e d .

On May rJ, 1886 , C o rn e liu s  was confirm ed  a  new t r u s t e e ,  and th e  Board 

o f  T ru s te e s  began fu n c tio n in g  as th e  g o v ern in g  body to  th e  P u b lic  L ib ra ry  

on th e  8t h .  The H elena L ib ra ry  A s s o c ia t io n  h e ld  i t s  f i n a l  m eeting  on May 

1 4 , and fo rm a lly  tu rn e d  i t s  books and e f f e c t s  over to  th e  new H elena P u b lic

413 . S to u t ,  o£. c i t . ,  p . 758*
4 l4  . Ib id _ ., p . 758 and p .  7 6 0 .
4l5* H edges, " H is to r ic a l  A d d re s s ," C o n tr ib u t io n s , I I ,  p .  115.
4 l6 .  J o u r n a ls , March 26 , 1885 , and S to u t ,  I o c . c i t .



L ib ra ry .

In  1887 , J u s t i c e  D ecius Wade was e le c te d  P r e s id e n t  o f  th e  Board o f

4 l8T r u s te e s ,  and C o rn e liu s  Hedges was e le c te d  V ice P r e s id e n t .  Judge 

Hedges was e le c te d  P r e s id e n t  o f  th e  Board o f  T ru s te e s  f o r  th e  P u b lic  L ib ­

r a r y  in  1893 and h e ld  t h a t  o f f i c e  u n t i l  h i s  d e a th , A p r i l  2 9 , 1907 . He was

4 l9su cceed ed , i n c id e n t ly ,  by Thomas J .  W alsh.

The H elena P u b lic  L ib ra ry  p a id  a  f i n a l  and s i l e n t  t r i b u t e  to  i t s

fo u n d e r , Board P r e s id e n t ,  and most im p o rta n t b e n e fa c to r  when i t  c lo sed

i t s  door f o r  s ix  hou rs on th e  a f te rn o o n  o f  Judge C o rn e liu s  H edges' f u n e r a l ,  

420on May I ,  1907 .

114

417. J o u r n a ls , May J 1 8 , and l 4 ,  1886 .
418 . C am pbell, og_. c i t . ,  p .  187 .
4l9« S to u t ,  op. c i t . , p . 7 6 0 .
420. The H elena In d e p e n d e n t, A p r i l  29 , 1907*



Chapter V III

HIS LOVE OF BOOKS AND KNOWLEDGE

C o rn e liu s  Hedges ' lo v e  o f  books was n o t o n ly  e x h ib i te d  in  h is  e f f o r t s  

on b e h a l f  o f  th e  H elena L ib ra ry ,  b u t a l s o  in  th e  acc u m u la tio n  o f  an e x te n ­

s iv e  p e r s o n a l  l i b r a r y . To him , b o o k s , new spapers and p e r io d i c a l s  were 

n e c e s s a ry  to o l s  f o r  m en ta l d i s c i p l i n e ,  and th e  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  u s e fu l  

know ledge.

A ccord ing  to  h is  son Toby, th e  H edges' l i b r a r y  "was undoub tab ly
k p i

th e  l a r g e s t  and most ex p en siv e  p r iv a t e  l i b r a r y "  in  H e len a . Hedges 

g a th e re d  a  l i b r a r y  to  have m a te r ia l  to  r e a d , n o t to  have books fo r  e x ­

h i b i t i o n  and d u s t  c o l l e c t i o n .  He had a  te n d e r  sp o t in  h i s  h e a r t  f o r  

b o o k s , as i s  w e ll  i l l u s t r a t e d  by th e  q u o ta t io n  on h i s  book p l a t e ,  "U se,

But D o n 't  A b u se ." One tim e , in  h i s  jo u r n a l ,  he d is a p p ro v in g ly  commented,
kpp

"Case o f  m u t i la t io n  a t  th e  L i b r a r y . "

He m a in ta in ed  r e g u la r  acco u n ts  w ith  book d e a le r s  i n  th e  e a s t  d u rin g  

th e  tim e he l iv e d  in  M ontana. The th r e e  m ost im p o rta n t d e a le r s  to  him 

were th e  Am erican Book E xchange, John R . A lden o f  B o sto n , and L o v e r in g 's  

o f  New York C ity

In  1868, Hedges p u rch ased  a  s e t  o f  Am erican E n cy c lo p ed ia  from  a

M eth o d is t m i n is te r ,  Rev. A.M. Hough, and commented "They a re  a  g r e a t  

,,4214-treasure .
Of th e  hundreds o f  volumes o f  Judge H edges' e x te n s iv e  l i b r a r y ,

421 . C o rn e liu s  H edges, J r .  to  M M. M i l l e r ,  H elena , M ontana, O ctober 27 , 
1907, CGS.

422. J o u r n a ls , May 15 , 1888.
423. See J o u r n a ls , May 6 , 9 and 10 , 1879, June rJ, l 88l ,  and May 12,

1883 .
424 . I b i d . ,  J u ly  17 and 1 8 , and A ugust 11 and 12, 1868 .
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th r e e  le a th e r -b o u n d  books from  h is  l i b r a r y  a re  now t r e a s u r e d  among th e  

h i s t o r i c a l  mementos on d is p la y  a t  th e  M ontana Grand Lodge L ib ra ry  and A r­

c h iv e s  , A n c ien t F ree  and A ccepted M asons, in  H elen a . The books owned by 

th e  Grand Lodge a r e : Q u in ti  H o r a t i i  F lu c c i  O pera: I n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  & N o te s ,

London, 17^1; A S p a n ish -E n g lish  D ic t io n a ry ,  H enrique Neuman, D ic c io n a r jo  

Neuvo de l a s  Dos Lenguas E sp an o la  E. I n g l i s a , P h i la d e lp h ia ,  1823; and a 

h i s to r y  book o r i g i n a l l y  b e lo n g in g  to  D ennis H edges, C o rn e l iu s ' f a th e r ,

L .H . Young, The H i s to r i c a l  C a b in e t , New H aven, 1834.

C o rn e liu s  was alw ays concerned  ab o u t m en ta l d i s c i p l i n e  and con­

s t a n t l y  t r i e d  to  keep h i s  mind from  b e in g  i d l e .  I n  Iow a, in  1863 , he

w ro te , "Evening fo o le d  away a t  s to r e s  f o r  want o f  som ething to  read  o r 
kp R

s tu d y ."  '  A no ther tim e he lam en ted , "Never accom plish  th e  re a d in g  I

e x p e c t to  do on S u n d a y . O n  F eb ru a ry  28 , 1870 , a f t e r  n o t w r i t in g  in

h i s  jo u rn a l  f o r  I 5 d a y s , he w ro te :

B u sin ess  h as  been  so d u l l  t h a t  I  have had n o th in g  to  
n o te  - -  Have been  occup ied  w ith  re a d in g  th e  new books o f  th e  
l i b r a r y  & I  have accom plished  much in  m en ta l d i s c i p l i n e  & 
am d e te rm in ed  to  do more - Have s l e p t  b e t t e r  o f  l a t e  by u s in g  
my mind t i l l  I  was t i r e d  o u t . 7

H is concern  f o r  th e  developm ent o f  h i s  mind co n tin u ed  th ro u g h  th e  y e a r s ,

On A p r i l  I ,  1875, he w ro te , "Reading hard  a l l  day e n jo y in g  i t  v e ry  much.

Am do in g  i t  more th o ro u g h ly  th a n  e v e r  b e fo re  -  U sing my e n c y c lo p e d ia  and

A tla s e s  to  good p u rp o s e ."  And on May 2 6 , 1875, he f u r th e r  commented
428

"R eading most o f  th e  tim e  - t r y in g  to  devour th e  E n c y c lo p e d ia ."  In

425. I b i d . ,  March 2 3 , 1863 .
426. I b i d . ,  May 24, I 8 6 8 .
427 . I b id y , F eb ru a ry  28 , 1870 .
428 . Ibidy , A p r i l  I  and May 26 , 1875*
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Ju n e , i8 6 0 , he rem arked t h a t  he was t r y in g  to  r e f r e s h  h i s  "acq u a in tan ce
U29

w ith  G reek ."

To f u l l y  a p p re c ia te  H edges' i n s a t i a b l e  hunger f o r  know ledges, i t  i s  

h e lp f u l  to  r e a l i z e  th e  im m ensity  o f  h i s  re a d in g  d i e t .  As an exam ple, he 

read  th e  fo llo w in g  books in  th e  f i r s t  e ig h t  months o f  1875: O ra tio n s  o f

C ic e ro ; G rea t E v en ts  o f  H is to r y ; Lechy on R a tio n a l is m ; V o l. I  o f  B a n c ro f t , 

P a c i f i c  C oast H is to r y ; D e S en ec tu te ; D ic t io n a ry  o f  A m erican I d e a s ; a  book 

ab o u t th e  J e s u i t s ;  a  book ab o u t School A r c h i te c tu r e ;  s e v e r a l  e a r ly  

A m erican h i s t o r i e s ;  John S tu a r t  M ill  on R e p re s e n ta tiv e  G overnm ent; L ife  

o f  H an n ib a l; H is to ry  o f  Rome; two d i f f e r e n t  b io g ra p h ie s  o f  J u l iu s  C aesa r; 

P lu ta r c h  on C icero  and D em osthenes; a  book on M ythology; a  book on Jew ish  

H is to ry ;  D ra p e r 's  C o n f l ic t  o f  S c ien ce  and R e l ig io n ; h i s t o r i e s  o f  S w itz e r ­

la n d ,  Germany, and S can d an av ia ; P r o te s ta n t  R e v o lu tio n ; C ham ber's Book o f  

D ays; E n g lis h  G eography; S o c ia l  L i f e  in  G reece ; B a r t l e t t e 's  Danube; some­

th in g  e n t i t l e d  B ric -a -b rac ; H opk in ' s Law o f  Love; A l l ib o n e ' s P ro se  Quo­

t a t i o n s ; and th e  O dyssey. The v a r i e ty  o f  to p ic s  i s  as  o u ts ta n d in g  as th e  

430number o f  books.

H is re a d in g  was n o t co n fin ed  to  j u s t  books. On A ugust 6 , 1880, he 

c a l le d  a t t e n t i o n  to  h i s  e x te n s iv e  new spaper re a d in g  w ith  th e  comment, 

"Think I  g iv e  to o  much tim e to  new sp ap ers , b u t how e l s e  can  one keep up 

w ith  a f f a i r s ."  P e r io d i c a l s ,  to o ,  had an  i n t e g r a l  p la c e  i n  Judge H edges' 

r e a d in g .  To i l l u s t r a t e  th e  la rg e  number o f  p e r io d i c a l s  w hich came in to  

h i s  home and h i s  wide v a r i e ty  o f  i n t e r e s t s ,  on December 5 , 1879> he

429. I b i d . , June 10 , 1888.
430. I b id y , Jan u ary  th ro u g h  A u gust, 1875•
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renewed s u b s c r ip t io n s  to  th e  fo llo w in g  p e r io d i c a l s :  P r in c e to n  Review ;

Y o u th 's  Companion, u n d o u b tab ly  f o r  H enry, Edna C o rn e l ia ,  Emma, and p o s ­

s ib ly  Toby; N orth  A m erican Review ; S c r ib n e r  1s ; H a rp e r ' s ; The A g r ic u l tu r -

4 l la l i s t ; J o u rn a l  o f  H e a l th ; and P o u l t ry  W orld .

H edges ' i n t e r e s t  in  books and th e  g le a n in g  o f  knowledge was c e r t a i n -  

in g  p u re  p le a s u re  to  him , and i t  would n o t  be d i f f i c u l t  to  b e l ie v e  t h a t  

Hedges would have h e a r t i l y  su p p o rted  th e  se n tim e n ts  ex p re sse d  in  Thomas 

C a r l y l e 's  famous q u o ta t io n ,  "May b le s s in g s  be upon th e  head o f  Cadmus o r 

th e  P h o e n ic ia n s ,  o r  whoever in v e n te d  bo o k s!"  Those who were d a i ly  a s s o ­

c i a t e s  o f  C o rn e liu s  Hedges were p e rh ap s  th e  m ajor b e n e f i c i a r i e s  o f  h is  

c o n s ta n t  q u e s t f o r  knowledge b e c a u se , as  has  been p re v io u s ly  p o in te d  o u t ,  

he b e l ie v e d  in  s h a r in g  h i s  i n t e l l e c t  w ith  o th e r s .

I+31. I b i d . ,  December 5 , 1879, and A ugust 6 , 1880.



C hapter IX

CORNELIUS HEDGES -  THE AUTHOR

C o rn e liu s  H edges ' c a r e f u l  s c h o la r s h ip  and h is  a b i l i t y  to  ex p re ss  h im ­

s e l f  was w ell-know n th ro u g h o u t th e  T e r r i t o r y .  He w ro te  on a  v a r i e ty  o f  

them es and under a  v a r i e t y  o f  c o n d i t io n s .  He was a  M asonic s c h o la r  and 

a u th o r , new spaper j o u r n a l i s t ,  and o f te n  w ro te  f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n .

T h is  c h a p te r  w i l l  be d iv id e d  in t o  two p a r t s ,  h is  g e n e ra l  l i t e r a r y  

a b i l i t y ,  and h is  new spaper jo u rn a lism . H is M asonic w r i t in g s  w i l l  be d i s ­

cu ssed  in  C h ap te r X.

G en e ra l L i t e r a r y  A b i l i ty

The w r i t in g s  o f  Judge Hedges a t  tim e s  se rv ed  v a r io u s  and sundry  p u r ­

p o s e s .  But a l l  h is  endeavo rs  c o n ta in e d  th e  same c r i s p  l i t e r a r y  s t y l e .

A.W. Bowen and Company, p u b l i s h e r s  o f  P ro g re s s iv e  Men o f  th e  S ta te

o f  M ontana, g iv e s  C o rn e liu s  Hedges m ajor c r e d i t  and acknow ledgem ent fo r
h-12

th e  c o m p ila tio n  o f  t h a t  s iz a b le  volum e. They a ls o  acco rd ed  him th e

a d d i t io n a l  honor o f  p la c in g  h i s  b io g ra p h ic a l  s k e tc h  a t  th e  v e ry  f r o n t  o f
433

th e  volum e.

C o rn e liu s  was a l s o  th e  p ro o f re a d e r  and in fo rm an t f o r  th e  Montana 

s e c t io n  o f  H u b b e ll & Company's Legal. D ir e c to ry  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s . ^^4

He was a ls o  chosen  to  w r i te  m em orials o f  th r e e  fo rm er L ib ra r ia n s  o f  

th e  H i s to r i c a l  S o c ie ty  o f  M ontana, C h a rle s  Rumley, W illiam  F . W heeler, and 

H enry S . W heeler, f o r  th e  C o n tr ib u tio n s  to  th e  H i s to r i c a l  S o c ie ty  o f

432 . P ro g re s s iv e  Men, from  th e  "Foreword" on an unnumbered p ag e .
433 . I b i d . , p p . 1 -2 .
434 . J o u r n a ls , O ctober 18 , 1879-
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M ontana.

A t t im e s ,  he was a  g h o s t w r i t e r  f o r  o th e rs  i n  M ontana. From th e  to n e  

and c o n te n t o f  h i s  jo u rn a l  e n t ry  f o r  Septem ber 27 , 1872 , Hedges e v id e n t ly  

w ro te  a  l e c tu r e  f o r  C o lo n e l John Gibbon . l4̂ b i n  1887 , he w ro te  one o f  

G overnor Samuel T . H a u s e r 's  m essages , however on Jan u ary  12 , he w rote o f  

h i s  e f f o r t ,  "G o v e rn o r's  message s e n t  in  to d a y  -  D o e s n 't  in c lu d e  more th a n  

h a l f  what I  w ro te ."^37

C o rn e liu s  Hedges was v e ry  c o g n iz a n t o f  c u r r e n t  a f f a i r s  and endeavored  

to  keep p ace  w ith  new d ev e lopm en ts. T h e re fo re  comments on th e  t e r r i t o r i a l ,  

n a t i o n a l ,  and w orld a f f a i r s  o f te n  became f a v o r i t e  s u b je c t s  in  h i s  w r i t in g ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  accom panying some o f  h i s  M asonic w r i t i n g s .^38

A side from  th e  v a r io u s  ty p e s  o f  w r i t in g  in  which Hedges engaged, 

much can be s a id  ab o u t h is  s t y l e  and e x p re s s io n  in  w r i t in g .  In  1905,

435- See C o rn e liu s  H edges, "C harles  Rumley -  I n  Memorium," C o n tr ib u t io n s , 
I I I ,  p p . 21 -26 ; C o rn e liu s  H edges, "W illiam  F . W heeler - In  Memorium," 
C o n tr ib u t io n s , I I I ,  p p . 27 -32 ; C o rn e liu s  H edges, "Henry S . W h ee le r," 
C o n tr ib u t io n s , IV , p p . 21 -22 .

4 3 6 . J o u rn a ls ,  Septem ber 27 , 1872 .
437• Ib id  . ,  Jan u ary  12 , 1887 .
4 3 8 : See th e  fo llo w in g  as  good exam ples o f  t h i s  ty p e  o f  H edges' w r i t in g :

P ro c e e d in g s . 22d Com m unication, 1886, p p . 139-140; P ro c e e d in g s .
32d Com m unication, 1896 , p .  I  o f  A ppendix "A"; P ro c e e d in g s . 33& 
Com m unication, 1897 , PP- 1 -2  o f  "R eport on F r a te r n a l  C orrespondence"; 
P ro c e e d in g s . 3 4 th  Com m unication, 1898 , p p . 1 -2  o f  "R eport on F r a t e r ­
n a l  C o rrespondence" ; P ro c e e d in g s . 36t h  Comm unication, 1900, p p . 1 -2  
o f  "R eport on F r a te r n a l  C o rresp o n d en ce"; P ro c e e d in g s . 37 th  Communi­
c a t io n ,  1901, p p . 1 -2  o f  "R eport o f  F r a te r n a l  C o rrespondence"; P ro ­
ceed in g s  . 38t h  Comm unication, I 902, p p . 135-136 o f  "R eport on F r a t e r ­
n a l  C o rrespondence"; P ro c e e d in g s . 4Oth Com m unication, 1904, p p . 1 -2 ,
and p . 149 o f  "R eport on F r a te r n a l  C o rresp o n d en ce"; P ro c e e d in g s . 4 l s t  
Com m unication, 1905 , p .  126 o f  "R eport on F r a te r n a l  C o rresp o n d en ce"; 
and P ro c e e d in g s . 42nd Com m unication, 1906 , p p . 1 -2  o f  "R eport on 
F r a te r n a l  C o rre sp o n d e n c e ."
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N .P. L angford  p o in te d  o u t one un ique a b i l i t y  which Hedges p o s se s s e d . I n  

a  r a t h e r  le n g th y  l e t t e r  to  Judge H edges, he compared t h e i r  r e s p e c t iv e  

jo u rn a ls  o f  th e  Y ellow stone  E x p e d itio n  o f  1 8 7 0 .^ 9  L angfo rd  made t h i s  

o b s e rv a tio n :

Your co m p a ra tiv e ly  b r i e f  n o te s  made on any one day 
in  your d ia r y ,  en ab led  you to  r e c a l l ,  v iv i d ly ,  th e  f u l l  im­
p r e s s io n s  re c e iv e d  a t  th e  t im e , and to  re c o rd  them  a s  you 
d id  i n  your f in e  l e t t e r s  p u b lish e d  i n  th e  H elena H era ld  from  
tim e  to  tim e a f t e r  our r e tu r n .  The fo u n d a tio n  o f  one o f  your 
lo n g  l e t t e r s  i s  found in  a  s in g le  page o f  you r d ia r y ,  and 
from  th e  b r i e f  e n t r i e s ,  you summon b e fo re  you a l l  th e  grand  
scene as i f  you were a g a in  r e a l l y  i n  i t s  p re se n c e .

He went on to  r e l a t e  t h a t  he had to  w r i te  down th o u g h ts  i n  f u l l ,  on th e

s p o t ,  i f  he in te n d e d  to  p u b l i s h  i t  l a t e r  o r  he would o th e rw ise  f o r g e t .

Then he added f u r t h e r :

You, b e in g  a b le  to  r e c a l l  th e  s c e n e , w ith  th e  a id  o f  
you r b r i e f  n o te s ,  can g iv e  a  f a r  b e t t e r  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  th e  
f a l l s  th a n  can I  w ith  my f u l l e r  jo u r n a l .  My d ia ry  f o r  
Aug. 3 1 s t ,  th e  day we, sp e n t a t  th e  f a l l s ,  covers  2000 w ords; 
y o u rs ,  l e s s  th a n  2 00 .

T here a re  many p a s sa g e s  from  Judge H edges ' w r i t in g s  which could  be 

used to  i l l u s t r a t e  h i s  v e ry  f in e  s ty l e  o f  e x p re s s io n . However, I  have 

chosen  o n ly  t h r e e . The f i r s t  s e l e c t io n  i s  from  a  d is c u s s io n  o f  m ining 

camp s o c ie ty  i n  th e  e a r l i e s t  t e r r i t o r i a l  d a y s , and u n d o u b tab ly  much o f  

th e  m a tte r  i s  w r i t t e n  from  h is  own e a r l y  e x p e r ie n c e s  i n  M ontana:

U n like  o th e r  s t a t e s  s e t t l e d  b e fo re  o r  a f t e r  th e  C iv i l

4-39- H edges' J o u rn a l  o f  th e  E x p e d itio n  had j u s t  been p u b lish e d  in  Volume 
V o f  th e  C o n tr ib u tio n s  to  th e  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c ie ty  o f  M ontana, p p . 370- 
39^ , and L angford  was p re p a r in g  h i s  jo u r n a l  f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n  l a t e r  
t h a t  y e a r .

MK). N .P . L angford  to  C o rn e liu s  H edges, S t .  P a u l,  M in n eso ta , F eb ru a ry  26 , 
1905. From th e  m a n u sc rip ts  c o l l e c t io n  o f  th e  M ontana H i s to r i c a l  
S o c ie ty  L ib ra ry ,  H e len a , M ontana.
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War, th e  w ar-tim es  d u rin g  which Montana was s e t t l e d  b ro u g h t 
to g e th e r  some o f  th e  w o rst e lem en ts  o f  b o th  w arrin g  s e c t io n s  
o f  th e  c o u n try , d e s e r te r s  from  b o th  camps, se e k in g  a  cover in  
th e  w ild e rn e s s  beyond th e  re a c h  o f  th e  c i v i l  o r  m i l i t a r y  arm 
o f  governm ent, where th e y  cou ld  sh o o t o f f  t h e i r  mouths o r  guns 
w ith  com para tive  im p u n ity .

I t  would be a  ran k  i n j u s t i c e  to  a s s e r t  t h a t  a  m a jo r ity  
o r  a  l a r g e  p o r t io n  o f  th e  e a r ly  s e t t l e r s  o f  M ontana were 
d e sp e ra d o e s , se e k in g  a  f i e l d  f o r  u n r e s t r i c t e d  c r im e . Rumors 
o f  d is c o v e ry  o f  r i c h  and e x te n s iv e  go ld  mines a t  any tim e , in  
any p a r t  o f  th e  w o rld , w i l l  a t t r a c t  th e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  th e  ad - 
v e n te ro u s  p e rso n s  whose v is io n s  o f  g r e a t  w ea lth  to  be  su d ­
d e n ly  a c q u ire d , o n ly  g a in  in c re a s e d  a t t r a c t i v e n e s s  by re a so n  
o f  d is ta n c e  and in te rv e n in g  d i f f i c u l t i e s  and h a r d s h ip s . Such 
were th e  rum ors from  th e  gold  d is c o v e r ie s  a t  Bannack

W hile on a  t r i p  a t te n d in g  T e a c h e rs ' I n s t i t u t e s ,  Hedges v i s i t e d  th e

once g r e a t  c e n te r  o f  C o n fed era te  G ulch, Diamond C ity ,  in  J u ly ,  1883 .

A fte rw ard s  he w ro te  t h i s  eu logy  f o r  Diamond C ity :

Diamond C ity  i s  d e s o la te ,  d e s e r te d ,  and d re a ry  to  behold  
in  th e  sh re d s  o f  i t s  d e p a rte d  g lo r y ,  y e t  th o se  who have known i t  
in  th e  days o f  i t s  p r id e ,  w e a lth , and a c t i v i t y ,  can n o t f a i l  to  
r e c a l l  p le a s a n t  a s s o c ia t io n s .  I t s  v e ry  s i t e  w i l l  soon go down 
th e  flu m e, w hich i s  a l re a d y  w ith in  th e  b o rd e rs  o f  th e  o ld  town 
and g le a n in g  a  r i c h  h a rv e s t  — p ro b a b ly  th e  l a s t .  T here a re  
o n ly  fo u r  f a m i l ie s  l e f t  o f  a l l  th e  hundreds t h a t  have d w elt 
h e re  s in c e  th e  g lo r io u s  days o f  ' 6 6 . I f  th e  goose t h a t  l a id  
th e  n e s t  o f  g o lden  eggs can o n ly  be found in  th e  shape o f  a 
p r o l i f i c  m other v e in  o f  g o ld -b e a r in g  q u a r tz ,  th e  days o f 
D iam ond's d e p a r te d  g lo ry  may r e tu r n ;  o th e rw is e , i t  w i l l  d i s ­
ap p ea r u t t e r l y  w ith in  a n o th e r  se a so n .

And f i n a l l y  from  th e  o n ly  book, to  my know ledge, t h a t  Judge Hedges 

e v e r  w ro te , comes t h i s  e le g a n t  p a s sa g e . I t  has no t i t l e ,  b u t  i t  m ight 

f i t t i n g l y  be named "M e d ita tio n  on M ountains":

T here i s  som ething u p l i f t i n g  and e n c h a n tin g  in  th e  
id e a s  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  m o u n ta in s . I n  th e  v e ry  name "Montana"

b k l .  H edges, " E a rly  Masonry in  M ontana," p .  13. 
bb2.  L eeso n , op. c i t . , p .  808 .
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a c h a in  and netw ork  o f  m ountains r i s e  b e fo re  u s .  W hile 
many o f  ou r S ta te s  p re s e rv e  th e  names o f  r i v e r s ,  on ly  
Vermont and M ontana a re  s u g g e s tiv e  o f  th e  m o u n ta in s , th e  
m ost p ro m in en t f a c t s  on th e  fa c e  o f  th e  e a r t h .  Does th e  
awe in s p i r e d  by th e  s ig h t  o f  l o f t y  m ountains s p r in g  from  
a  co n c e p tio n  o f  th o s e  T i ta n ic  fo rc e s  t h a t  l i f t e d  t h e i r  
m ighty  m asses from  th e  p la in s ?

The G reeks v o iced  th e  g e n e ra l  s e n tim e n t o f  mankind 
in  a s c r ib in g  th e  d w e ll in g -p la c e  o f  th e  gods among th e  
c lo u d -cap p ed  summits o f  h ig h  Olympus, whence J u p i t e r ,  om­
n ip o te n t ,  cou ld  w atch th e  d o ings o f  men and lau n ch  h i s  
th u n d e ro u s  b o l t s .  I t  was am id st th e  th u n d e rs  o f  S in a i  
t h a t  Jehovah d e c la re d  h is  law  to  th e  randsomed H ebrew s.

A more q u ie t  and b e t t e r  i n s t r u c te d  f a i t h  looks 
upon th e  m ountains as a l t a r s  o f  in c e n s e , l ig h te d  by th e  
sun  as  he opens and c lo s e s  th e  day .

Id e a s  o f  u t i l i t y  a re  h a rd ly  e v e r  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  
m o u n ta in s . They a re  r a r e l y  and t o  a  l im i te d  d eg ree  ad ap ted  
to  c u l t i v a t i o n  and r e s id e n c e .  But so f a r  from  b e in g  w aste  
and u s e le s s ,  we o f te n  th in k  th e y  a r e  th e  most e s s e n t i a l  
p a r t s  o f  c r e a t io n .  I n  th e  c i r c u l a t o r y  system  o f  a  w orld 
f i t t e d  to  s u s t a in  l i f e ,  m ountains a re  in d i s p e n s ib le .  They 
ta k e  th e  m o is tu re  from  th e  c lo u d s , s to r e  i t  in  snow banks 
and g l a c i e r s , and g iv e  i t  c l e a r  and c o o l to  r e f r e s h  th e  
p l a in s  in  s p r in g s  and r i v e r s . They a id  th e  c i r c u l a t i o n  o f  
th e  a tm osphere as w e l l ,  and b re a k  th e  fo rc e  o f  h u r r ic a n e s  
and to rn a d o e s . The cy c lo n es  t h a t  l e v e l  c i t i e s  and s tre w  
w ith  w recks o f  l i f e ,  lim b and p r o p e r ty ,  and f i l l  th e  h e a r t s  
o f  men w ith  t e r r o r  a re  th e  grow th o f  su p e rh e a te d  p l a i n s .

W hile we a r e  n o t p re p a re d  to  adm it t h a t  any sq u a re  
f o o t  o f  th e  e a r t h 's  s u r fa c e  was c r e a te d  in  v a in ,  we a re  
q u i te  s u re  t h a t  w ith o u t m ountains th e  e a r th  would be a  v e ry  
p o o r d w e l l in g -p la c e . We a re  th e r e f o r e  q u i te  c o n te n t t h a t  
M ontana shou ld  be known among th e  S ta t e s  as " th e  m ountainous
o n e . '%

443 . H edges, A rt Work o f  M ontana, p p . 1 -2 .
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Newspaper Jo u rn a lism

C o rn e liu s  Hedges was c lo s e ly  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  two d i f f e r e n t  news­

p a p e r s .  He owned, and f o r  a  tim e e d i te d  and p u b lish e d  th e  In dependen t 

C iv i l i a n  in  In d ep en d en ce , Iow a, from  1856 to  1864. And he was e d i t o r i a l  

w r i t e r  f o r  th e  H elena D a ily  H era ld  f o r  n e a r ly  tw en ty  y e a r s ,  from  1872 to  

1891 , w ith  some m inor i n t e r r u p t i o n s .

Hedges was u s u a l ly  w i l l in g  to  w r i te  f o r  a  new spaper, b u t  he d id  n o t 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  c a re  f o r  th e  p h y s ic a l  d u t ie s  o f  p r in t i n g  and d i s t r i b u t i n g  

th e  new spaper. When he owned th e  In d ep en d en t C i v i l i a n , he a ttem p ted  in  

March and A p r i l  o f  1863 t o  le a s e  th e  p a p e r  f o r  th e  rem a in d er o f  th e  y e a r ,  

c o n tin u in g  th e  p o l ic y  fo llo w ed  w h ile  Hedges was te a c h in g  in  C o n n ec ticu t 

betw een i8 6 0  and 1863 . However, he was u n s u c c e s s fu l .  On A p r i l  22, he 

e n te re d  in  h i s  jo u rn a l :

Suppose th e  p a p e r  comes on my hands to d a y , b u t  I  
s h r in k  from  i t  w ith  d is g u s t  & d re a d , Have la b o re d  lo n g  & 
h ard  w ith  th e  boys /""the B a rn h a rt b r o t h e r s /  to  g e t  o u t o f  
i t  — th in k  now I  s h a l l  have them  to  ru n  i t  & manage i tmyself.444

And th e  n e x t day he c lo se d  an agreem ent w ith  W arren and A lson  B a rn h a rt 

t o  ru n  th e  new spaper f o r  $9  p e r  week. ^

I n  May, he was v e ry  concerned  and tro u b le d  abou t th e  In dependen t 

C i v i l i a n , and he lam ented  " i t  ru n s  me in to  d e b t c o n s t a n t l y . However ,  

i n  June he commented t h a t  p ro s p e c ts  f o r  p r o f i t a b l e  o p e ra t io n s  were im-

44?p ro v in g  b ecau se  he was g e t t i n g  more job  p r i n t i n g .

444 . J o u r n a ls , March 21 , A p r i l  13 , 16 and 22 , 1863 .
445. I b i d . , A p r i l  2 3 , 1863 .
446 . I b i d . ,  May 1 9 , 1863 .
447 . Ib id _ ., June 3 and 11 , 1863 .
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From th e  to n e  and c o n te n t o f  h i s  jo u rn a l  e n t r i e s .  Hedges had th e  

o n ly  p r i n t i n g  e s ta b l is h m e n t in  tow n, and in  a  s e n s e , was p u b lic  p r i n t e r . 

T h e re fo re  due to  f a l l  e l e c t i o n s ,  h i s  b u s in e s s  in c r e a s e d . On O ctober 11 , 

he no ted  t h a t  he had p r in te d  tow nsh ip  t i c k e t s .

H edges1 jo u rn a ls  do n o t in d ic a te  how th e  p a p e r was d isp o se d  a f t e r  

h i s  move t o  M ontana.

Andrew and Robert Fisk first hired Cornelius Hedges as a regular

editorial writer on July 4 , 1872 . He was paid $30 per week for one
article per day.^^ However, Hedges had been a contributor to the Herald

s in c e  A u g u st, 1869 , and had w r i t t e n  on such  to p ic s  as F i r e  P r o te c t io n ,

450Universities, the National Park, and Railroads.
Of Hedges 1 a b i l i t y  as  a  new spaper j o u r n a l i s t ,  M ichae l L eeson c a l le d  

Judge Hedges "one o f  th e  r i p e s t  s c h o la r s  and new spaper men in  th e  t e r r i ­

t o r y .  "l4̂ l  A lso , H edges' son W ill commented, "His e x te n s iv e  re a d in g  made 

h i s  a s s i s ta n c e  a t  t h a t  tim e  o f  meagre and somewhat u n c e r ta in  te le g ra p h  

and m a il f a c i l i t i e s ,  m ost v a lu a b le  to  th e  p a p e r  which he s e rv e d ."^52

He c o n tin u e d  to  w r i te  f o r  th e  H e ra ld  u n t i l  M arch, 1891 .^^^  There 

w ere tim es  in  t h a t  19 -y e a r  p e r io d  d u r in g  w hich he te m p o ra r i ly  ceased  w r i t ­

in g  f o r  th e  H e ra ld , b ecau se  o f  d u t ie s  as S u p e r in te n d e n t o f  P u b lic  I n s t r u c ­

t i o n ,  Grand Lodge s e s s io n s ,  v a c a t io n  t r i p s , and a t  t im e s ,  sim p le  e f f o r t s

448 . I b i d . , see  e n t r i e s  f o r  Septem ber 23 and O ctober 10 , 1863 .
449 . I b i d . ,  J u ly  4 , 1872.
450 . I b i d . , A ugust 30, 1869; November 23 and 24, and December 15 , 1871; 

and Jan u a ry  31 , March 27 , and May I ,  1872 .
451. L eeso n , o£. c i t . , p .  328 .
452. W.A. Hedges, "Cornelius Hedges," Contributions, VII, p. 192.
453« Journals, March l 6 , 1891 .
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t o  have more tim e to  himself

T here were t im e s , a l s o ,  when Hedges ra n  th e  H e ra ld , u s u a l ly  in  th e  

ab sence  o f  th e  F i s k s . He u s u a l ly  ra n  th e  p a p e r  f o r  s h o r t  p e r io d s  o f  tim e 

d u r in g  th e s e  a b se n c e s , b u t  tw ic e  he was E d i to r - in - c h i e f  f o r  ex tended  p e r ­

io d s .  He se rv ed  as  c h ie f  e d i t o r  f o r  fo u r  months in  1876 , and f o r  a  con­

s id e r a b le  tim e a g a in  in  1882 . ^ ^

Hedges d e f i n i t e l y  en joyed  e d i t o r i a l  w r i t i n g , b u t  th e r e  were 

p roblem s p e r io d i c a l ly .  On June 7 , 1876 , he rem arked t h a t  due t o  th e  la c k  

o f  te le g r a p h  r e p o r t s  and m a ils ,  i t  was v e ry  d i f f i c u l t  t o  w r i te  e d i to r -  

i a l s . ^ 7  jje JnacJe th e  comment, on A p r i l  2 8 , 1877, "F ind i t  h a rd  g e t t in g

458s u b je c ts  t o  s u i t  me -  Am n o t f r e e  to  say  what I  l i k e . "

W hile a f f i l i a t e d  w ith  th e  H elena D a ily  H e ra ld , Hedges h e lp ed  o r ­

g a n iz e  th e  T e r r i t o r i a l  P re s s  A ss o c ia t io n  on F eb ru a ry  10 and 11 , 1885 . And 

on th e  ev en in g  o f  th e  1 1 th , he ad d re sse d  th e  a s s o c ia t io n .  On June 28, 

1889 , he was e le c te d  F i r s t  V ice P r e s id e n t  o f  t h a t  a s s o c ia t io n .^ " ^

As an  e d i t o r i a l  w r i t e r  f o r  th e  H e ra ld , Judge C o rn e liu s  Hedges had 

ample o p p o r tu n i ty  to  sh a re  w ith  more p e o p le  th e  b e n e f i t s  o f  h i s  e x te n s iv e  

re a d in g  and s tu d y in g . Thus th ro u g h  new spaper jo u rn a lis m , and a l s o  th ro u g h

I b i d . ,  see  e n t r i e s  f o r  Septem ber 2 5 , O ctober 13 and 14 , 1875; 
Septem ber 4 and 12 , 1876 ; Septem ber 11 , and O ctober I ,  1887; Jan u ary  
21 , 1878 ; O ctober l 4 ,  l 88 l ;  and Jan u a ry  2 , 1885 .

455• I b i d . ,  see  e n t r i e s  f o r  Septem ber 7 , 29 and 30, 1872; March 20 , and 
J u ly  21 , 22 , 25 and 2 7 , 1876 ; J u ly  5 , 1882; and May 8 t o  June 21 , 1886.

456 . I b i d . ,  Septem ber 1 9 , 1887 .
457. I b i d . ,  June 7 , 1876 .
458 . I b i d . ,  A p r i l  2 8 , 1877-
459 . L eeso n , op . c i t . , p .  345, and J o u r n a ls , F eb ru a ry  10 and 11, 1885 , 

and June 28 , 1889 .



127

other writings, he helped to stimulate a healthy public opinion in Montana 
and concern about current events of that day. He also made significant 
contributions towards the development of a literary and aesthetic heri­

tage in Montana.



Chapter X

MASONIC ACTIVITIES AND WRITINGS

Of a l l  th e  i n t e r e s t s  C o rn e liu s  Hedges p u rsu e d , more o f  h is  tim e was 

sp e n t in  M asonic endeavo rs  th a n  a t  any o th e r  a c t i v i t y ,  w ith  th e  p o s s ib le  

e x c e p tio n  o f  h i s  law  p r o f e s s io n .  He was among th e  fo u n d ers  o f  Montana 

M asonry, and he c e r t a i n l y  has ea rn ed  th e  t i t l e  o f  "F a th e r  o f  H elena 

M asonry ." H is l i f e ,  b ecau se  o f  th e  M asonic p r in c i p l e s  t o  which he a d ­

h e re d ,  was an  i n s p i r a t i o n  t o  many. Moses M o rr is , i n  h i s  a d d re ss  as Grand 

M aste r o f  M ontana M asonry in  1893? ex p re sse d  h is  g r a t i tu d e  f o r  H edges' 

in f lu e n c e  in  h i s  l i f e ,  and I  am su re  th e  same se n tim e n ts  were sh ared  by 

many:

Our f i r s t  o f f i c i a l  v i s i t a t i o n  was made on S a tu rd a y ,
O ctober I ,  to  o u r M other Lodge, H elena  No. 3? where we 
f i r s t  b eh e ld  th e  l i g h t  o f  M asonry in  A u gust, 1865 , and by 
a  c o in c id e n t as happy as r a r e ,  we were re c e iv e d  and i n t r o ­
duced as Grand M aster on t h a t  o c c a s io n  by B ro th e r  H edges, 
who, tw e n ty -se v e n  y e a rs  b e fo re  as W o rsh ip fu l M aster o f  t h a t  
Lodge, had g iv e n  us ou r f i r s t  im p re s s iv e  le s s o n s  i n  M asonry, 
and p o in te d  o u t th e  way to  w alk and a c t ,  so as t o  d e se rv e  
th e  co n fid e n ce  o f  th e  b re  th e m  and m e r i t  th e  honors o f  
M asonry. You w i l l  p a rdon  u s ,  s u r e ly ,  i f  we say  t h a t  th e  
o c c a s io n  and s u g g e s tiv e  su rro u n d in g  re n d e re d  i t  one o f  th e  
most p le a s u r a b le  p r id e  i n  th e  e x p e rie n c e  o f  ou r l i f e .  “ 0

When th e  g u id in g  hand o f  Most W o rsh ip fu l B ro th e r  C o rn e liu s  Hedges

was no lo n g e r  on t h i s  e a r th  to  h e lp  d i r e c t  M ontana M asonry and th e  Grand

Lodge, th e  Committee on N ecro logy , e x p re sse d  th e  lo s s  i n  t h i s  way:

We a re  to l d  t h a t  i n  th e  p r a i r i e s  o f  South  A m erica 
th e r e  grows a  f lo w e r t h a t  alw ays i n c l in e s  in  th e  same 
d i r e c t i o n .  A t r a v e l l e r  who has l o s t  h i s  way w h ile  go ing  
a c ro s s  th e s e s  p r a i r i e s  may m eet no f r i e n d l y  g u id e ; he may 
have no sun  o r  s t a r  t o  d i r e c t  him , b u t  in  t h i s  p l a n t  he 
w i l l  alw ays f in d  a  com pass. No m a tte r  how th e  wind may 
blow  i n  th e  o p p o s ite  d i r e c t i o n  t h i s  p l a n t  alw ays tu r n s  i t s

460 . P ro c e e d in g s . 29t h  Com m unication, 1893 , pp . 21-22
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le a v e s  and p e t a l s  t o  th e  n o r th .

The compass o f  ou r so rro w in g  h e a r t s  i s  p o in te d  to  
th e  darkened  p la c e ,  th e  sym bolic n o r th  o f  M asonry, to  th e  
v a c a n t c h a i r  o f  one who f i l l e d  so w e ll  th e  r o le  o f  p a r e n t  
to  a l l  h is  M asonic c h i ld r e n  f o r  n e a r ly  fo u r  decades o f  th e  
l i f e  o f  our Grand Lodge. The h e a r t - th r o b s  o f  our lo v e  and 
v e n e ra t io n  f o r  him w i l l  n ev e r f in d  m eet e x p re s s io n  i n  th e  
language  o f  man; n o r can num berless  encomiums p a i n t  w ith  
human speech  th e  b e lo v ed  c h a r a c te r  o f  our d e p a r te d  B ro th e r  
H edges.

There were so many facets to Cornelius Hedges' Masonic activities

t h a t  i t  i s  most co n v en ien t t o  d is c u s s  each  as a  s e p a ra te  s u b to p ic . The 

su b to p ic s  w i l l  be B lue Lodge, Grand Lodge, York R i t e ,  S c o t t i s h  R i t e ,  

O rder o f  E a s te rn  S t a r ,  M asonic W r it in g s ,  M asonic Home E f f o r t s ,  and a  

s e c t io n  in c lu d in g  sund ry  M asonic p u r s u i t s  such  as S h rin e  and th e  R ite  o f

Memphis.

B lue Lodge

C o rn e liu s  Hedges was i n i t i a t e d ,  p a s s e d , and r a is e d  in  Independence

Lodge # 8 7 , a t  In d ep en d en ce , Iow a, in  1858 . He was made a  M aster Mason on

O ctober 27 , 18$8 , in  th e  ev en in g  b e fo re  h i s  27t h  b i r t h d a y . ^ 2

W ith r e f e r e n c e  to  a l l  o f  h i s  M asonic accom plishm en ts , th e  m em orial

com m ittee o f  th e  Grand Lodge a t  h i s  d e a th ,  w ro te  th e  fo llo w in g :

He was p re -e m in e n tly  a  B lue Lodge Mason, and was b e s t  
known by  Masons by re a so n  o f  th e  z e a l  w ith  which he ta u g h t 
and p r a c t ic e d  th e  p r in c i p le s  in c u lc a te d  by th e  B lue Lodge 
d e g re e s .  He n o t o n ly  knew th e  r i t u a l  
few men do , i t s  u n d e r ly in g  p r i n c i p l e s .

U6l .  P ro c e e d in g s . 43d Com m unication, 1907 , p .  70 . The members o f  t h a t
com m ittee were H .S . H epner, J .S .  Hammond, and George W. C lay .

462 . I b id y , p .  6l .
463. I b i d . , p .  6 3 . The members o f  th e  com m ittee were Edward C. Day, 

Theodore B r a n t ly , and Joseph  J .  H indson .
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Hedges, in 1870 in his Grand Master's Address, said, "To be a Master Mason 
ought to he title enough for the ambition of anyone, as it ought to be a 
sufficient passport anywhere.^ ^

When Hedges returned to New England for the period i8 6 0  to 1863 , 

he must have dimitted from his home lodge and affiliated with a Connecti­
cut Lodge, because on February 17 , 1864, he noted in his journal that he 
was elected to membership in Independence Lodge #8 7.^^ He retained his 
membership in that lodge until June 7 , 1865 , when he demitted to help 
organize Helena City Lodge, Under Dispensation.^^

A f te r  a r r i v a l  in  M ontana, one o f  th e  f i r s t  th in g s  Hedges d id  was 

a t te n d  M asonic Lodge, p ro b a b ly  V ir g in ia  C ity  #4 3 .

In  th e  summer o f  1865 , H edges, w ith  th e  a b le  a s s i s ta n c e  o f  Mark A. 

M oore, p e r f e c te d  th e  o rg a n iz a t io n  o f  H elena  C ity  Lodge # 1 0 , c h a r te re d  by 

th e  Grand Lodge o f  C o lo rado . He was e le c te d  i t s  f i r s t  W o rsh ip fu l M aster 

on A ugust 17 , 1865 , and was r e e le c te d  in  D ecem ber, 1865 , and se rv ed  a n o th e r  

f u l l  y e a r D u r i n g  t h a t  y e a r  H elena  C ity  Lodge #10 became H elena Lodge 

# 3 ,  when i t  u n ite d  w ith  th e  two V ir g in ia  C ity  Lodges to  form  th e  Grand 

Lodge o f  M ontana on Jan u a ry  24 , 1866. Hedges was a ls o  in s tru m e n ta l  in  i t s

. 469formation.
On December 18, 1869 , he was elected Treasurer of Helena Lodge # 3 .

464 . Reprint Proceedings, p .  2 l6 .
4 6 5 . Journals, February 1 7 , 1864.
466. P ro c e e d in g s . 43d Com m unication, 1907 , PP• 6 l-6 2 .
467. J o u r n a ls , J u ly  l 4 ,  1864.
468. P ro c e e d in g s ■ 43d Com m unication, 1907 , p .  62 , and C am pbell, op . c i t . ,

p p . 14 -1 5 .
469 . R e p r in t P ro c e e d in g s , p p . 3 -4 .
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And on December 20 , 1873> Hedges was c a l le d  from  th e  ran k s  o f  th e  P a s t  

M aste rs  to  a g a in  become W o rsh ip fu l M aster o f  h i s  lo d g e .

H is jo u r n a ls  show t h a t  he was a  r e g u la r  a t te n d a n t  u n t i l  h i s  d e a th  

o f  n o t o n ly  h i s  own lo d g e , b u t a l s o  H e le n a 's  o th e r  two lo d g e s . Morning 

S ta r  $5  and K ing Solom on 's #9* He would o f te n  p r e s id e ,  o r  a s s i s t ,  a t  th e  

a n n u a l j o i n t  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  o f f i c e r s  o f  th e  th r e e  H elena lo d g e s , which

was h e ld  i n  l a t e  D ecem ber.^ l

Grand Lodge

As th e  W o rsh ip fu l M aster o f  one o f  th e  th r e e  lo d g es  w hich formed 

th e  Grand Lodge o f  M ontana on Jan u ary  2h, 1866, Hedges p la y e d  an i n t e g r a l  

p a r t  in  i t s  fo u n d in g . And from  t h a t  tim e u n t i l  h is  d e a th ,  he was a 

Grand Lodge o f f i c e r ,  w ith  th e  e x c e p tio n  o f  fo u r  y e a r s , O c to b e r, 1866, to  

November, 1870 .

I n  1884, R ev. Hugh D uncan, who was ap p o in ted  Grand C h ap la in  a t  t h a t  

f i r s t  s e s s io n ,  in  h i s  A ddress as Grand M aster r e c a l le d  th e  found ing  o f  

M ontana Grand Lodge and gave s p e c ia l  r e c o g n i t io n  to  H edges:

p e rm it me to  s a y , w ith  some d eg ree  o f  commendable 
p r i d e , t h a t  th ro u g h  a  s in g u la r  b u t f o r tu n a te  t r a i n  o f  c i r ­
cum stances a  la r g e  number o f  as em inent Masons as cou ld  be 
found in  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  were b ro u g h t to g e th e r  in  V i r ­
g in i a  C ity  a t  an e a r l y  day in  th e  h i s to r y  o f  t h i s  T e r r i ­
to r y  — men o f  p u re  c h a r a c te r s , f a i t h f u l  among f a i t h l e s s ;  
calm  and s te a d y  in  th e  m id st o f  th e  e x c ite m e n ts  o f  th o se  
d a y s , th e y  l a i d  w e l l ,  deep and b ro ad  th e  p r in c i p le s  o f  our 
n o b le  o rd e r  in  t h i s  new la n d . Among th o se  who d e se rv e  
h o n o ra b le  m en tio n , and whose name w i l l  be h e ld  i n  h ig h  
es teem  f o r  a l l  coming tim e among th e  c r a f t  in  M ontana, a re  
John J .  H u l l ,  N .P . L an g fo rd , Samuel R u s s e l l ,  O .S . /" " s ic  - 
P .S ^ y  P f o u ts , O.A. Sedman, H ezek iah  L . Hosmer, W.F. S a n d e rs ,

470 . J o u r n a ls ,  December 18 , 1869 , and December 20 , 1873«
471 . C am pbell, o£ . c i t . ,  p .  40 and p .  60 .
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F.C. Cornell, John Potter, Sol Starr, J.R. Boyce, and our 
Right Worshipful Grand Secretary Cornelius Hedges. Unlike 
most of the others, for some have moved away, some have 
dropped out of active work, and some have passed from the 
shores of time to that undiscovered country from whose 
borne no traveller ever returns, the latter is with us 
today; his steady hand has never relaxed its grasp, nor 
has his interest ever wavered for a single moment, guid­
ing us safely at home and giving us a name and standing 
abroad that might well be envied by older j u r i s d i c t i o n s .  ^2

At the initial session of Grand Lodge, he was elected Right Worship-
ful Senior Grand Warden jje was not in attendance at the Second Annual

Communication of Grand Lodge, held in October, 1866, because he was on
his way East, to get his family and escort them back to M o n t a n a . I t
was the only Grand Lodge session during his lifetime which he missed. At
the Third Communication, Hedges, along with N.P. Langford and Hezekiah
L. Hosmer, was appointed to the standing committee on Masonic Juris-
p r u d e n c e .^ 5

At the next meeting of Grand Lodge, Grand Master W.F. Sanders ap­

pointed Cornelius Hedges to the Committee on Foreign Correspondence, 
along with Sol Starr and Hezekiah L. Hosmer.^^ Hedges held a position 
on that committee for the remainder of his life and for the most part was 
the sole author of the Fraternal Correspondence Reports for Montana. And 
it was in these reports, which were sent to most other jurisdictions, that 
he did the Masonic writing which gained him national and world renown as 
a Masonic scholar.

U7 2 . P ro c e e d in g s. 20th Com m unication, 1884, p .  YJ. 
473» R e p r in t  P ro c e e d in g s , p .  21.
474. See p p . 23-26 o f  t h i s  p a p e r .
475» R e p r in t  P ro c e e d in g s , p .  9 6 .
4 7 6 . Ibid., p .  136.
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On November 2 , 1870 , the members of the Grand Lodge honored him by 
electing him to the position of Most Worshipful Grand Master, and the fol­
lowing day, he was i n s t a l l e d .^77 After he had completed his year as Grand 

Master with much competence and had reported to Grand Lodge in the form of 
his Grand Master's Address, the committee to apportion the address re­
marked :

I f  th e  se n tim e n ts  p rom ulgated  by th e  Grand M aster 
/ “s i c /  cou ld  be g e n e r a l ly  adop ted  by th e  C r a f t  o f  M ontana,
M asonry would a t t a i n  to  a  s ta n d a rd  o f  e x c e lle n c e  h e re  t h a t  
would honor i t s  l o f t i e s t  p r i n c i p l e s . The end and aim  o f 
i t s  c r e a t io n  would be f u l l y  r e a l i z e d .  T h is ,  in  ou r u n s e t­
t l e d ,  a lm o st p r im a tiv e  c o n d it io n  o f  s o c ie ty ,  i s  to o  much to  
hope f o r ,  b u t  we f e e l  t h a t  i t  i s  no l e s s  an  honor t o  u s ,  and 
to  M asonry, t h a t  t h i s  Grand Body i s  p re s id e d  o ver by one who 
e x e m p lif ie s  in  h i s  d a i ly  w alk and c o n v e rs a t io n , th e  s i n c e r ­
i t y  o f  h i s  f a i t h  in  th e  g rand  p r in c i p l e s  he has so im p re s­
s iv e l y  e n u n c ia te d . ™

Upon r e t i r i n g  from  t h a t  o f f i c e ,  th e  Grand Lodge p re s e n te d  him w ith  

an  hono rarium  o f  a  " sp le n d id  Gold W atch, C hain , and S e a l ,  a p p r o p r ia te ly  

e n g ra v e d ."^ 7 9

A lso  upon r e t i r i n g ,  on O ctober 5> 1871, he was a p p o in te d  Grand

H is to r ia n  by  h is  s u c c e s s o r ,  James R. W e s t o n . A n d  as  one o f  th e  few

Grand H is to r ia n s  who e v e r  d id  an y th in g  in  th e  e a r ly  y e a r s , he gave an

4 8 lH i s t o r i c a l  A ddress to  Grand Lodge th e  fo llo w in g  y e a r .

On June 2 4 , 1872 , th e  same day as  th e  c o rn e r - s to n e  la y in g  fo r  

H e le n a 's  new M asonic Tem ple, Hedges was a p p o in ted  to  f i l l  H ezekiah  H osm er's

4 7 7 . Ibid., p . 192
4 7 8 . Ibid., p .  222.
4 7 9 . Ibid., p . 252 .
480 . Ibid., p .  233.
4 8 l . Ibid., p .  249.

and p . 199.
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u n ex p ire d  te rm  as  Grand S e c re ta ry .  Judge Hosmer had moved o u t o f  th e  

T e r r i t o r y .  ^ ^  The fo llo w in g  O c to b e r, he was e le c te d  Grand S e c re ta ry ,  

and as he e x p re sse d  i t ,  th e  p o s i t i o n  occup ied  "so much o f  my tim e and 

s e r v ic e  th ro u g h  th e  b e s t  y e a rs  o f  my l i f e . He h e ld  t h a t  p o s i t io n  

u n t i l  h i s  d e a th ,  and in  te rm s o f  s e r v ic e  — two months s h o r t  o f  35 y e a rs  — 

was th e  o ld e s t  Grand S e c re ta ry  i n  th e  N a tio n , i f  n o t in  th e  w o rld .

I t  was Hedges i n  1875 who c a l le d  to  th e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  th e  Grand Lodge 

th e  u rg e n t need to  have t h e i r  e a r ly  p ro c e e d in g s  r e p r i n t e d . T h is  was 

made n e c e s s a ry  by th e  lo s s  o f  th e  Grand Lodge re c o rd s  in  th e  H elena f i r e  

o f  J a n u a ry , 1874.^®^

I n  h i s  "G enera l R ep o rt"  as Grand S e c re ta ry  on Septem ber 24 , 1890 , 

Hedges p roposed  a  c e le b r a t io n  o f  th e  S i lv e r  A n n iv e rsa ry  o f  th e  Grand 

Lodge in  V ir g in ia  C ity  on Jan u ary  24, 1891 . The su g g e s tio n  was r e f e r r e d  

t o  a  com m ittee and th e y  " re p o r te d  a v e r s e ly  on th e  ground o f  expense and 

th e  in a c e s s i b i l i t y  o f  th e  p la c e ,  and t h e i r  r e p o r t  was ad o p ted .

In  1897 , C o rn e liu s  Hedges was p re s e n te d  w ith  a  c u t - g l a s s  in k s ta n d  

and in s c r ib e d  s i l v e r  t r a y  as  a  to k e n  o f  a p p r e c ia t io n  f o r  h i s  25 y e a rs  o f  

" lo n g  and v a lu a b le  s e r v ic e s "  as  Grand S e c r e t a r y . A n d  in  1902, th e  

o c c a s io n  o f  h i s  30 th  a n n iv e rs a ry  as Grand S e c re ta ry ,  th e  Grand Lodge 

adop ted  a  t e s t im o n ia l .  P a r t  o f  i t  re a d :

482 . C am pbell, 0£ . c i t . ,  p .  42 , R e p r in t  P ro c e e d in g s , p .  246, and 
J o u r n a ls , June 24 , 1872 .

483 . R e p r in t P ro c e e d in g s , p .  25O.
484. P ro c e e d in g s . 3 4 th  Com m unication, 1897, P- 2 5 .
485 . P ro c e e d in g s . 43d Com m unication, 1907 , p .  62.
486 . P ro c e e d in g s . I l t h  Communication 1875 , P- 30.
487 - P ro c e e d in g s . 2 6 th  Comm unication, 1890 , p p . 19-20 and 26-27 .
488 . P ro c e e d in g s . 33d Com m unication, 1897, P- 55, and 3 4 th  Communica­

t i o n  1898 , p . 24 .
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This is the thirtieth report of your Grand Secre­
tary. Thirty of the best years of one of the purest lives 
spent in Montana has been devoted with unfaltering zeal to 
your service and to Masonry, as well as to the general 
brotherhood of mankind. This service stands out in bold 
relief as an example to all, and as a living argument in 
favor of unselfishness and charity. °9

York R ite

On F eb ru a ry  18 , 186U, C o rn e liu s  Hedges was e le c te d  to  r e c e iv e  th e  

d e g re e s  o f  th e  C h ap te r i n  A ho liab  C h a p te r , in  In d ependence , Iow a. He 

to o k  th e  Mark M aster d eg ree  on F e b ru a ry  1 9 , and com pleted  th e  p re lim in a ry  

d e g re e s  on th e  2 4 th . He became a  R oyal A rch Mason on March 25 , l e s s  th a n  

a  month p r i o r  to  h i s  d e p a r tu re  f o r  M ontana.

He re c e iv e d  th e  d eg ree s  o f  th e  C o u n c il in  S p r in g f ie ld ,  M assachu­

s e t t s ,  p ro b a b ly  in  th e  e a r l y  months o f  1867 .^

Hedges d e m itte d  from  A holiab  C h ap te r and became a  c h a r t e r  member o f  

H elena C h ap te r #2 on A p r i l  1 8 , 1867 , and became i t s  f i r s t  s c r ib e .

The fo llo w in g  y e a r ,  on A p r i l  27 , he h e lp ed  found H elena C o u n c il

And d u r in g  Wovember, 1867 , he no ted  in  h i s  jo u rn a l  t h a t  he had been s tu d y -

494ing Hindu theology because it had been adopted by the RAM Chapter.
He was e le c te d  H igh P r i e s t  o f  th e  C h ap te r on December 7 ,  1868, and 

commented " s u rp r is e d  & p l e a s e d . " And on December 13, 1869 , he was e le c te d  

T h ric e  I l l u s t r i o u s  M aster o f  th e  C o u n c il, and a g a in  rem arked " to  my

4 8 9 . Proceedings. 38t h  Communication, 1902, p .  57•
4 9 0 . J o u r n a ls , F e b ru a ry  18 and 19, 1864, and P ro c e e d in g s . 43d Communi­

c a t io n ,  1907 , p .  6 2 .
491 . Proceedings. 43d Communication, 1907, P- 62.
492. I b i d .
4 9 3 . .  J o u r n a ls , A p r i l  27, 1868.
494 . I b i d . ,  Wovember I  and 3 , 1867 .
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s u r p r i s e . "^95

On March l 6 , 1869 , he re c e iv e d  th e  O rder o f  th e  Red C ross in  th e  

Commandery. C o rn e liu s  was g iv e n  th e  O rder o f  M alta  and th e  O rder o f  K nigh t 

Tem plar on March 2 5 . T hat ev en in g , he w ro te  o f  th o se  d e g re e s ,  "I l ik e d  

them  v e ry  much — b e s t  o f  any th in g  in  M a s o n r y . "^96 Qn th e  even ing  o f 

Jan u a ry  2 1 , 1873, he was i n s t a l l e d  as  Em inent Commander o f  th e  Commandery 

in  th e  new M asonic Temple a t  Main and E dw ards. He was a g a in  e le c te d  

Em inent Commander on December 17, 1878 , and i n s t a l l e d  on th e  same even ­

in g .  ̂ 97

On June 24 , l 88 l ,  C o rn e liu s  Hedges and W.N. Baldw in i n s t i t u t e d  

M ontana Commandery K n ig h ts  T em plar, a t  B u t t e .^ ^

On May 8 , 1888 , Hedges in d ic a te d  in  h i s  jo u rn a l  t h a t  he was w r i t in g  

a  C o n s t i tu t io n  f o r  Grand Commandery. And on May l 4 .  Grand Commandery f o r  

M ontana was o rg an iz ed  in  H e len a , w ith  Commanderies from  H e len a , B u tte , 

V ir g in ia  C ity ,  and M iles  C ity ,  and Commanderies under d is p e n s a t io n  from  

L iv in g s to n  and B i l l in g s  r e p re s e n te d .  A .J .  F is k  was e le c te d  Grand Com­

m ander, and C o rn e liu s  Hedges was e le c te d  Grand R eco rd e r. Hedges h e ld  t h a t  

p o s i t i o n  from  1888 to  1896 and 1904 to  1907 . He was e le c te d  Grand Com­

mander in  1896.^99

Hedges was a l s o  among th e  c h a r t e r  members o f  th e  Grand C hap ter o f  

R oyal A rch Masons when i t  was o rg an ized  in  th e  e a r ly  summer o f  1891 . He

495• I b i d . , December 7 , 1868, and December 13 , 1869 .
496 . Ib id _ ., March l6  and 25 , 1869 .
497. I b i d . ,  Jan u ary  21 , 1873 , and December 17, 1878 .
4 9 8 . C am pbell, o£ . c i t . ,  p .  100.
499 . J o u r n a ls ,  May 8 and l 4 ,  1888; C am pbell, op . c i t . ,  p .  209; and P ro ­

ceed in g s  . 43d Com m unication, 1907 , p .  62 .
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was chosen  Grand S e c re ta ry  a t  th e  o r g a n iz a t io n a l  m eeting  and se rv ed  in  

t h a t  c a p a c i ty  u n t i l  h i s  d e a th .  He a ls o  r e c e iv e d  th e  O rder o f  H igh P r i e s t ­

hood in  1896 . ^ ^

S c o t t i s h  R ite

On May 15 , l 8 8 l ,  R o b ert C. Jo rd a n , 3 3 ° , A c tiv e  D eputy f o r  N ebraska, 

o f  th e  S o u th e rn  J u r i s d i c t i o n ,  A n c ien t and A ccepted  S c o t t i s h  R i t e ,  a r r iv e d  

in  H elena to  communicate th e  S c o t t i s h  R i te  d eg ree s  and o rg a n iz e  a  Lodge 

o f  P e r f e c t io n  and a  C h ap te r o f  Rose C ro ix  i n  H elen a . C o rn e liu s  Hedges 

was a  member o f  th e  f i r s t  c l a s s  to  ta k e  S c o t t i s h  R i t e . ' ’®"1' O th er members 

o f  t h a t  c l a s s  w ere: H arry  R. Comly, P a s t  Grand M aster and f u tu r e  A. &

A .S .R . A c tiv e  D eputy f o r  M ontana; A .J .  D av idson , who was e le c te d  Grand 

M aster o f  M ontana Masons i n  1882; R ich a rd  Lockey; W illiam  N. B aldw in; 

D a n ie l M. D e l l in g e r ;  John C. M ajor; James H. Moe; and H enry Cowden.-’®  ̂

On May l 6 , th e  c l a s s  to o k  th e  4° to  th e  1 3 ° , and in  th e  even ing  o f  

th e  17t h ,  th e y  re c e iv e d  th e  P e r f e c t  E lu  D eg ree , l 4 ° ,  to  com plete  th e  d e ­

g re e s  o f  th e  Lodge o f  P e r f e c t io n .  On th e  l 8t h ,  in  th e  a f te rn o o n  and 

e v e n in g , Mr. Jo rd an  communicated a l l  o f  th e  d eg ree s  o f  th e  C hap ter o f  Rose 

C ro ix , and th e  f i r s t  s ix  d eg rees  o f  th e  C o u n c il o f  K adosh. The 2 6 th  

th ro u g h  th e  3 0 th  d e g re e s  were re c e iv e d  by th e  c l a s s  on May 1 9 . On th e  

2 0 th ,  th e  f i n a l  d ay , th e y  re c e iv e d  th e  31° and 32° in  th e  C o n s is to ry , and

500. C am pbell, op . c i t . ,  p .  210, and P ro c e e d in g s . 43d Comm unication, 
1907, p. 6 3.

501. J o u r n a ls , May 15, l 8 8 l .
502. Names of the class are from the caption of their class photograph 

taken on May 20, l88l. A copy of that photograph is in the rotary 
picture file of the Livingston Scottish Rite Bodies, Masonic Tenple, 
Livingston, Montana.
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had a  c l a s s  p i c tu r e  ta k e n .  An e l e c t i o n  was a l s o  h e ld  t h a t  day ; Judge 

Hedges was e le c te d  V enerab le  M aster o f  th e  A lpha Lodge o f  P e r f e c t io n  and 

O ra to r  o f  th e  H elena C h ap te r o f  Rose Croix.5°3 on A p r i l  11 , 1887 , he was 

a l s o  e le c te d  Wise M aster o f  H elena C h ap te r o f  Rose C ro ix .^ ^  Judge 

H edges, to o ,  was an h o n o ra ry  member o f  E a s te rn  Montana C o n s is to ry  a t

Livingston.5°5

I n  A u gust, 1883 , G en era l A lb e r t  P ik e ,  S o v ere ig n  Grand Commander o f  

S c o t t i s h  R i te  F reem asonry , v i s i t e d  H elena f o r  th r e e  d a y s , and H edges, in  

h i s  jo u r n a l ,  n o te d  t h a t  he sp e n t a  la r g e  amount o f  tim e w ith  Gen. P ik e .  ̂

I n  A ugust o f  1885 , A lb e r t  P ik e  a g a in  v i s i t e d  H e l e n a . C o r n e l i u s  Hedges 

had been  e le c te d  to  r e c e iv e  th e  33° by  th e  Supreme C o u n c il, A. & A .S .R ., 

on O ctober 23 , 1884. On A ugust l 6 , A lb e r t  P ik e  c o n fe rre d  th e  deg ree  o f  

In s p e c to r  G en era l H onorary , 33°, on C o rn e l iu s . ^

O rder o f  E a s te rn  S ta r

C o rn e liu s  and Edna Hedges f i r s t  became a s s o c ia te d  w ith  E a s te rn  S ta r  

on May 20 , 1868 . On t h a t  day , Hedges w ro te  i n  h i s  jo u r n a l ,  "Met a t  

K le in sc h m id ts , w ith  J u rg e n s , G i l l e t t e ,  M ath is & la d ie s  to o k  E a s te rn  S ta r  

D e g re e ." -^ 9  More th a n  th r e e  y e a rs  l a t e r ,  in  November, 1871 , Hedges f i r s t  

n o ted  a t te n d in g  a  m eeting  o f  th e  E a s te rn  S ta r  C i r c le ,  th e  p re d e c e s s o r  to

503 . J o u r n a ls , May l6  to  20 , l 8 8 l ,  and C am pbell, op . c i t . , p p . 99-100.
504. C am pbell, o p . c i t . , p .  186.
505. P ro c e e d in g s . 4-3d Comm unication, 1907 , P . 63 .
506. J o u r n a ls , A ugust 23 to  2 5 , 1883 .
507. I b i d . , A ugust 16 to  18 , 1885 .
508. D r. Claud F . Young, Grand S e c re ta ry  G e n e ra l, A. & A .S .R . to  Thomas 

E . W hite , W ashington , D. C. ,  J u ly  1 9 , 1963»
509 . J o u r n a ls ,  May 20 , 1868.
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510t h e i r  E a s te rn  S ta r  C h a p te r . And on F eb ru a ry  13, 1872 , Hedges w rote t h a t  

he was " tak en  by  s u r p r i s e "  when th e  E a s te rn  S ta r  C ir c le  p re s e n te d  him 

w ith  a  W atch, C hain  and Jew e l.

Edna and C o rn e liu s  Hedges b o th  s ig n e d  th e  p e t i t i o n  a sk in g  G enera l 

Grand C h ap te r f o r  d is p e n s a t io n  to  form  a  c h a p te r  in  H elena in  1880.^"*"^ 

Hedges no ted  t h a t  he had sp e n t th e  ev en in g  o f  November 26 , 1880 , a t  th e  

M asonic Temple la y in g  th e  fo u n d a tio n  f o r  th e  o rg a n iz a t io n  o f  th e  new 

c h a p te r . On Jan u ary  20 , l 88l ,  M iriam  C h ap te r o f  th e  O rder o f  E a s te rn  S ta r  

was fo rm a lly  o rg a n iz e d . Edna L. Hedges was e le c te d  M iria m 's  f i r s t  

W orthy M atron , b u t a c c o rd in g  to  C o rn e l iu s , she was r e lu c t a n t  to  s e r v e .  ̂

Judge Hedges s e le c te d  th e  name, M iriam , f o r  th e  new c h a p te r . L a te r  in  

l i f e ,  Toby to l d  t h i s  s to r y  ab o u t th e  ch o ice  o f  th e  name:

I  have h ea rd  my f a th e r  t e l l  w ith  g r e a t e s t  p r id e  o f  
h i s  c h o ice  o f  th e  name M iriam , and he loved  to  th in k  o f  
ou r c h a p te r  p e r p e tu a t in g  th e  name o f  th e  loved  s i s t e r  o f  
M oses. He p ic tu r e d  h e r  as a  d evo ted  s i s t e r  and th e  em­
bodim ent o f  a l l  womanly v i r t u e ,  b e a u ty  and lo v e l in e s s ,  
and t h i s  i s  what he w anted th e  new ly b o rn  s t a r  to  ty p i f y .

C o rn e liu s  was e v id e n t ly  W orthy P a tro n  o f  M iriam  C h ap te r in  1891 .

On th e  23d o f  D ecem ber, 189O, he w ro te  t h a t  he had a t te n d e d  th e  annual

e l e c t i o n  a t  E a s te rn  S ta r  C h ap te r and t h a t  he "went to  g e t  Edna o u t o f

o f f i c e  & g o t p u t  i n  m y s e l f ."^^5

When th e  Grand C hap ter o f  th e  O rder o f  E a s te rn  S ta r  f o r  Montana was

510. I b i d . , November 1 0 , 1871 .
511. I b i d . ,  F eb ru a ry  13 , 1872 .
512. B r a t t i n , e t  a L . , o p . c i t . ,  p . 12 .
513. J o u r n a ls , November 26 , 1880, and Jan u a ry  10 , l 88 l .  
5lU . B r a t t i n , e t  a l . , o£_. c i t . , p .  13 .
515. J o u r n a ls , December 2 3 , 1890 .
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formed on Septem ber 2$ , 1890 , a t  L iv in g s to n ,  Hedges was to o  busy w ith  Grand 

Lodge to  a t te n d .  The o r g a n iz a t io n a l  m ee tin g  o f  Grand C h ap te r was h e ld  

d u r in g  2 6 th  Communication o f  Grand Lodge. However, Edna L a y e tte  Hedges 

was th e r e  t o  g iv e  i t  p ro p e r  gu idance  and d i r e c t i o n .  She was e le c te d  i t s  

f i r s t  W orthy Grand M a t r o n . '^  Even though  he had n o t a t te n d e d  th e  s e s s io n  

and was n o t th e  Grand S e c re ta ry  o f  E a s te rn  S t a r ,  Judge Hedges p re p a re d  th e  

f i r s t  s e t  o f  E a s te rn  S ta r  Grand C hap ter P ro c e e d in g s .^ 1^

About th e  tim e o f  th e  e s ta b l is h m e n t o f  Grand C h a p te r , C o rn e liu s  

Hedges w ro te  th e  fo llo w in g  b r i e f  e s sa y  co n ce rn in g  th e  p la c e  o f  th e  O rder 

o f  E a s te rn  S ta r  in  th e  M asonic fa m ily  o f  o r d e r s . I t  e x p re s s e s  w e ll h is  

id e a s  ab o u t E a s te rn  S ta r :

We can say  from  our o b s e rv a tio n  in  o th e r  d ep a rtm en ts  
o f  th e  g r e a t  rea lm  o f  M asonry, t h a t  th e  O rder o f  th e  E a s te rn  
S ta r  has p a sse d  i t s  d a rk e s t  days o f  in d i f f e r e n c e  and o p p o s i­
t i o n  and i s  em erging in t o  a  b r i g h t ,  b ro ad  f i e l d  o f  a c t iv e  
u s e f u ln e s s ,  where th e  v a lu e  o f  i t s  s e r v ic e s  canno t lo n g  r e ­
main u n n o ticed  and i t s  e f f i c i e n t  a id  rem ain  unsought i n  th e  
g r e a t e s t  o f  a l l  M asonic w ork, th e  d is p e n s a t io n  o f  c h a r i ty  
in  th e  b ro a d e s t  and s t r i c t e s t  s e n s e ,  as  w e ll  as i n  th e  
sw eet c h a r i t i e s  o f  d a i ly  in te r c o u r s e  w ith  one a n o th e r ,  and 
in  m in is te r in g  to  th e  w ants o f  th e  widows and o rp h a n s , th e  
p o o r and d e s p a ir in g  ones t h a t  a re  t o  be found in  e v e ry  com­
m u n ity , o f  whom many a re  to o  proud to  a sk  a s s i s t a n c e ,  o r  
l e t  t h e i r  w ants be known. Then, a g a in ,  th e  p r e s e n t  i s  an 
e r a  in  th e  M asonic w orld when e n l ig h te n e d  e n e rg ie s  and g r e a t  
r e s o u rc e s  o f  th e  c r a f t  seem s p e c i f i c a l l y  d i r e c te d  to  th e  
e s ta b l is h m e n t o f  M asonic homes. A t th e  v e ry  b e g in n in g  o f  
x h is  g r e a t  w ork, th e  a id  o f  woman's in s p i r a t i o n  and q u ic k  
sym path ies  i s  f e l t  as a  n e c e s s i ty  to  any m easure o f  s u c ­
c e s s .  A home w ith o u t a  woman would be an anom aly, i f  n o t 
an im p o s s ib i l i ty .  Woman by a l l  h e r  i n s t i n c t s  and endow­
ments i s  f i t t e d  t o  be th e  m in is te r in g  a n g e l o f  c h a r i t y ,  and 
when M asonry e n te r s  in  e a r n e s t  upon i t s  g r e a t e s t  o f  a l l  
m iss io n s  i t  w i l l  soon see  and f e e l  i t s  need o f  woman's

516. Pom eroy, e t  a l . , op . c i t . , p p . 7 - 9 . 
517* J o u r n a ls , November 11 , 1890 .
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c o -o p e ra t io n .  The O rder o f  th e  E a s te rn  S ta r  te n d e r s  such  
c o -o p e ra t io n  in  an o rg a n iz e d  fo rm , and i t  comes l i k e  a 
d is p e n s a t io n  o f  P ro v id en ce  a t  th e  moment t h a t  th e  M asonic 
w orld i s  aw akening t o  i t s  p a s t  d e r e l i c t i o n  o f  d u ty  and i s  
s e r io u s ly  s t r i v i n g  to  red u ce  p ro fe s s io n s  t o  p r a c t i c e .  We 
s t i l l  see  i n  p la c e s  a  p i t i a b l e  s p i r i t  o f  ig n o ra n t  h o s t i l ­
i t y ,  which would r e fu s e  th e  use o f  lodge  rooms f o r  a  m eet­
in g  o f  c h a p te rs  o f  th e  E a s te rn  S t a r .  L e t i t  p a s s  in  s i ­
le n c e ,  f o r  i t  i s  f a s t  p a s s in g  away and soon w i l l  d is a p p e a r  
f o r e v e r . The f i f t y  thousand  members o f  th e  O rder to d a y  
w i l l ,  i n  a  few y e a r s , sw e ll to  f iv e  hundred th o u sa n d , and 
M asonry, in s te a d  o f  h av in g  cause  to  b lu s h  o r  mourn w i l l  
r e jo i c e  t h a t  i t s  s t r e n g th  and a b i l i t y  f o r  good and t r u e  
M asonic work has been q u a d ru p le d .518

On Septem ber 23 , 1892 , Judge Hedges was e le c te d  th e  t h i r d  Worthy 

Grand P a tro n  o f  M ontana 's  Grand C h a p t e r . A n d ,  in  sp eak in g  o f  th o se  

i n  a t te n d a n c e  a t  th e  1907 Communication o f  Grand C h a p te r , M e rtie  M. 

B r a t t i n  commented:

But th e  one b e s t  known and b e s t  loved  was m is s in g , 
t h a t  /" " fa c e /  o f  Judge C o rn e liu s  H edges, ou r second Grand 
P a tro n  / ~ s i c  -  he was th e  t h i r d / .  He and h i s  l i f e  com­
p a n io n , ou r b e s t  lov ed  s i s t e r ,  Edna L . H edges, h ad , d u rin g  
a l l  th e  y e a rs  th e  Grand C hap ter was grow ing to  m a tu r i ty ,  
p r o te c te d  i t  from  e v e ry  e v i l  t h a t  cou ld  have s tu n te d  i t s  
grow th o r  m arred i t s  c h a r a c te r ;  i t  was t h e i r  c h i ld  and 
th e y  lov ed  i t  as p a r e n ts  lo v e  t h e i r  o f f s p r i n g . -520

As a  p e r p e tu a l  t r i b u t e ,  i n  1908 , th e  new E a s te rn  S ta r  C hap ter a t  

B r id g e r , M ontana, was named C o rn e liu s  Hedges C h ap te r # 4 3 . The c h a p te r

was i n s t i t u t e d  by  Grand M atron Jo sep h in e  I .  H epner w h ile  th e  members faced

an e n la rg e d  p o r t r a i t  o f  Judge H edges, g iv en  by  Edna and Toby, and th e  fa c e  

o f  t h a t  p o r t r a i t ,  "as e v e r  in  l i f e ,  sm iled  a  b e n e d ic tio n "  t h a t  ev en in g .

518. B r a t t i n ,  et_ a l . , o]3. c i t . ,  p p . 18 - 1 9 .
519. Pomeroy, e t  a l . , og_. c i t . , p .  11 .
520. B r a t t i n , e t  a l . , o p . c i t . ,  p p . 39 -4 0 .
521. I b i d . ,  p .% 2 .
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O ther M asonic O rg a n iz a tio n s

The s c h o la r ly  mind o f  C o rn e liu s  Hedges was alw ays s e a rc h in g  d eep e r

in t o  p h ilo so p h y  to  d is c o v e r  th e  d eep e r m eaning o f  l i f e .  I t  was p ro b a b ly

f o r  t h a t  re a so n  t h a t  he to o k  th e  d eg ree s  o f  th e  Menphis R i te  from  C alv in

C. B u r t ,  on December 20 , 1888. On December 22 , Hedges o rg a n iz e d  a  c h a p te r

o f  th e  Memphis R i t e ,  95°, whose d is p e n s a t io n  p ro b a b ly  was g ra n te d  from

e i t h e r  Germany o r  F ra n c e . And on th e  23d, Hedges was a p p o in ted  D eputy

f o r  th e  Memphis R i te  f o r  M ontana.5^2

Hedges was a l s o  u n d o u b tab ly  a  c h a r t e r  member o f  A lg e r ia  Temple o f

th e  A n c ien t and A ccepted  O rder o f  th e  N obles o f  th e  M ystic  S h r in e .  The

f i r s t  m en tion  o f  S h rin e  in  h is  jo u rn a ls  was on May 24 , 1888, when he

m entioned  t h a t  seven  men were i n i t i a t e s  o f  th e  S h rin e  and he spoke as

qg?though  he a l re a d y  was a  member. A lg e r ia  Temple was g iv e n  i t s  D is ­

p e n s a t io n  on March 23 , 1888, and i t s  C h a r te r  was g ra n te d  on June 25, 1888, 

becom ing th e  M other Temple o f  th e  P a c i f i c  N o r t h w e s t . I n  v iew  o f  th e s e  

f a c t s ,  i t  shou ld  be s a fe  to  assume t h a t  he was one o f  th e  l 6  c h a r t e r  mem­

b e r s  o f  A lg e r ia  Tem ple, N obles o f  th e  M ystic  S h r in e . One o f  th e  p le a s u re s  

w hich Hedges d e f i n i t e l y  en joyed  was a  summer o u tin g  w ith  th e  N obles o f

th e  S h r in e .^ 5

M asonic Home E f f o r t s

D uring  th e  c lo s in g  y e a rs  o f  C o rn e liu s  H edges' l i f e ,  th e  e s ta b l is h m e n t

522. J o u r n a l s , December 13 , 15> l 6 ,  20, 22 and 23 , 1888.
523. I b i d . , May 24 , 1888.
524. P a c i f i c  N orthw est S h rin e  A s s o c ia t io n  C onvention  S o u v en ir P rogram , 

• B i l l in g s ,  M ontana, June 6 -8 , 1963 . The program  has  unnumbered p a g e s .
525 . J o u r n a l s , see  e n t ry  f o r  J u ly  30, 1890 .
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o f  a  M asonic Home in  M ontana became o f  p rim e im portance  to  him , and th e  

cause  i n  tu r n  re c e iv e d  more th a n  ample su p p o rt from  him .

The m em orial to  Judge H edges, p r in te d  i n  th e  1907 Grand Lodge P ro ­

c e e d in g s , sum m arizes h i s  most im p o rta n t c o n t r ib u t io n  to  th e  Home:

The e f f o r t s  o f  h i s  l a t e r  y e a rs  have been  devo ted  
to  f u r th e r in g  th e  cause  o f  M asonic c h a r i t y ,  and e s p e c i a l l y  
th e  work o f  b u i ld in g  a  M asonic Home in  M ontana. By h i s  
w r i t in g s  and c o n v e rs a tio n  he in s p i r e d  a  b r o th e r  o f  th e  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  to  d e v ise  a  la rg e  e s t a t e ,  th e  income o f  which 
i s  to  be used f o r  th e  su p p o rt o f  a  home f o r  aged and in f i r m  
Masons and M asonic widows and o rp h an s .

The b r o th e r  who was in s p i r e d  by Hedges to  p ro v id e  m ajor f i n a n c i a l  su p p o rt

f o r  th e  M asonic Home was D avid A uchard . Hedges f i r s t  met w ith  Dave

Auchard to  d is c u s s  th e  M asonic Home on November I ,  1889 . ^ ^

A lthough  Hedges saw a  t r u e  need f o r  a  M asonic Home, he cau tio n ed

th o se  who would th in k  t h a t  th e  Home would re p la c e  a l l  o th e r  form s o f

c h a r i t y ,  b o th  by in d iv id u a ls  and by lo d g e s .  T h is  e x c e rp t from  h is

"R eport on F r a te r n a l  C orrespondence" f o r  1891 , e x p re s se s  h i s  concern  in

more d e t a i l :

It will seem to many ungracious to breathe a doubt 
of propriety of the present tendency to build and endow 
Masonic Homes, some of them luxurious retreats of comfort 
and ease. Some jurisdictions need Home vastly more than 
others and some that need them most are least able to comply 
with the prevaling fashion. Let it be remembered that a 
Home of the kind now being generally built can at the most 
only provide for a small portion of those who call for and 
most need charity. Most only need partial temporary relief 
which can be provided more cheaply than transportation to a 
Home at any considerable distance. When one member of a 
family needs help, say the head of the family, the Home 
would not supply the need. For single persons, permanently

526. P ro c e e d in g s . 43d Com m unication, 1907 , p p . 63 -64 .
527 . Journals, November I, 1889
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d is a b le d  a  Home w ith  c o n s ta n t  k ind  a t t e n t i o n  would p erh ap s  
be b e t t e r  th a n  some h o s p i t a l s , b u t f o r  th e  few such i t  
would be v a s t l y  ch eap er to  p ro v id e  f o r  them  a t  some h o s ­
p i t a l .  D e s t i t u te  widows and h e lp le s s  o rp h a n s , cou ld  g en ­
e r a l l y  be p ro v id e d  f o r  w ith  some f a m i l ie s  a t  l e s s  c o s t  
th a n  to  m a in ta in  a  Home t h a t  m ust be a  c o n s ta n t ta x  upon 
th e  re s o u rc e s  o f  th e  lo d g e s .

Where such  i n s t i t u t i o n s  can be su p p lie d  by p r iv a t e  
m u n ificen c e  and g e n e ro s i ty  and f a i r l y  endowed, we s h a l l  
r e jo i c e  t o  see  many o f  them  and in  e v e ry  j u r i s d i c t i o n .  °

Both C o rn e liu s  and Edna Hedges were a p p o in te d  to  a  five-m em ber com­

m it te e  o f  M iriam  C h ap te r , O rder o f  E a s te rn  S t a r ,  on March 2k, 1898 , to  

o r ig in a te  a  movement f o r  a  M asonic Home fu n d .529 At t h e i r  second m eet­

in g ,  M a ttie  M. Booker and C o rn e liu s  Hedges w ro te  a c i r c u l a r  l e t t e r ,  and 

s e n t  i t  to  a l l  th e  M asonic Lodges and E a s te rn  S ta r  C hap te rs  i n  th e  s t a t e ,  

i n  an  e f f o r t  to  s t im u la te  i n t e r e s t  i n  th e  fu n d . The key p a ra g ra p h  o f  

th e  l e t t e r  s t a t e d :

Time i s  p a s s in g  s w i f t ly  by  and i t  behooves us to  
be up and w orking in  th e  noon-tim e o f  l i f e  to  p re p a re  f o r  
th e  i n f i r m i t i e s  o f  o ld  a g e . I t  i s  a p p a re n t HOW t h a t  such 
a  Home i s  n eed ed , o r  w i l l  be in  th e  n e a r  f u t u r e . We t r u s t  
t h a t  ou r b r o th e r  Masons w i l l  b r in g  t h i s  s u b je c t  up in  every  
lodge  in  M ontana, d is c u s s  i t ,  and d e v is e  ways o f  in c re a s in g  
th e  fund now in  th e  hands o f  th e  Grand Lodge, and when th e  
Grand Body m eets h e re  n e x t S ep tem ber, can i t  n o t be made a 
g e n e ra l  M asonic Fund, lo o k in g  to  th e  u l t im a te  co m p le tio n  o f  
th e  Home a t  no d i s t a n t  day? And d u r in g  th e  in te rv e n in g  
months a l l  E a s te rn  S ta r  C hapter o f  M ontana can have a 
c h a r i t a b l e  o b je c t  to  work f o r  and become co-w orkers w ith  
th e  g r e a t  b ro th e rh o o d  o f  th e  M asonic F r a t e r n i ty  in  t h i s  
m ost w orthy  o b j e c t . 530

As a  r e s u l t  o f  t h a t  l e t t e r , th e  movement gained  momentum, and Hedges

528 . P ro c e e d in g s . 27t h  Com m unication, 1891 , p p . 108-109 o f  Appendix 
"A". See a ls o  P ro c e e d in g s . 3 1 s t Com m unication, 1895 , p .  136 o f 
Appendix "A".

529 . B r a t t i n , e t  a l . ,  o p . c i t . , p .  28 .
530 . I b i d . ,  p . 2 9 .



began  lo o k in g  fo rw ard  to  th e  day when th e  M asonic Home would be b u i l t .

I t  was p ro b a b ly  in  th e  e a r ly  1 9 0 0 's  when Hedges p ersu ad ed  Dave Auchard to  

p ro v id e  so w e ll  f o r  th e  Home from  th e  income o f  h i s  e s t a t e .  I n  1905, 

Hedges re p o r te d  to  Grand Lodge th a t  he had "endeavored  to  save Grand 

Lodge e v e ry  p o s s ib le  expense t i l l  i t  h as  secu red  a  M asonic Home," b u t th e  

Grand S e c r e t a r y 's  o f f i c e  d e f i n i t e l y  needed new f u r n i t u r e . 531

L a te  i n  A ugust, 1906 , Judge Hedges w ro te  in  th e  Grand Lodge P ro ­

cee d in g s  in d ic a t in g  s i g n i f i c a n t  p ro g re s s  tow ards th e  e r e c t io n  o f  a  Montana 

M asonic Home. He w ro te :

A t home we a re  re a c h in g  th e  lo n g -d e fe r re d  p ro s p e c t  
o f  a  Home around which our hopes and e f f o r t s  f o r  many y e a rs  
have c e n te re d .  I t  may be a l l  f o r  th e  b e s t  t h a t  ou r hopes 
have been  so  long  d e la y e d . We s h a l l  be th e  b e t t e r  a b le  t o  
s u s t a in  a  Home c r e d i t a b ly ,  and w ith  e v e ry  new y e a r  th e r e  
w i l l  be in c re a s e d  need o f  such an i n s t i t u t i o n .  In  th e  
language  o f  th e  " B a tt le  Hymn o f  th e  R e p u b l ic ," "Our God i s  
m arch ing  o n . "532

The l a s t  Communication o f  M ontana Grand Lodge which Hedges a tte n d e d  

was th e  s p e c ia l  m eeting  h e ld  to  la y  th e  c o rn e rs to n e  o f  th e  M asonic Home 

in  th e  v a l le y  n e a r  H elena on December 2 7 , 1906.533  And a t  th e  tim e o f  

h i s  d e a th ,  h i s  M asonic b r o th e r s  w ro te  "The o n ly  u n f in ish e d  work upon h is  

t r e s t l e - b o a r d  was th e  co m p le tio n  o f  t h i s  b u i ld in g ,  m arking th e  e s t a b l i s h ­

ment o f  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  w hich he had so a b ly  and c o n tin u o u s ly  

la b o r e d ."53^

In  S ep tem ber, 1907 , C o rn e liu s  Hedges J r . , sp eak in g  o f  h i s  f a th e r ,

531 . P ro c e e d in g s . U ls t  Comm unication, 1905, p .  35«-
532. P ro c e e d in g s . U2d Com m unication, 1906 , p p . 126-127 o f  "R eport on 

F r a te r n a l  C o rresp o n d en ce ."
533» P ro c e e d in g s . U3d Com m unication, 1907 , p p . U-6.
53U. I b i d . ,  p .  64 .
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told the Grand Lodge:

He was supremely happy in the thought of the com­
pletion of the Masonic Home and referred to it constantly 
in his last illness. It seems providential that he was 
permitted to attend the ceremonies of laying the corner­stone. ̂ 35

M asonic W ritin g s

Judge C o rn e liu s  Hedges was known to  M ontanans f o r  a  v a r i e ty  o f  

p u r s u i t s , how ever, h i s  fame o u ts id e  o f  M ontana was a  d i r e c t  r e s u l t  o f  h is  

M asonic w r i t in g s .  W herever a  Grand J u r i s d i c t i o n  e x i s t e d ,  w hich was re c o g ­

n iz e d  by  M ontana Grand Lodge, th e  M asonic w r i t in g  and s c h o la r s h ip  o f  

Hedges was known and a p p r e c i a t e d . j n 1 8 8 7 , R o b ert M o rr is , founder o f  

E a s te rn  S ta r  and P o e t L a u re a te  o f  F reem asonry , v i s i t e d  M ontana Grand 

Lodge, and in  h i s  rem arks p a id  Hedges a  com plim ent on h i s  M asonic w r i t i n g s :

Your ju r is p ru d e n c e  has been  so sound, your Grand 
Lodge Com m unications so harm on ious, your in c re a s e  i n  
lo d g e s  and members so la rg e  and your p u b lish e d  p a p e r s , 
e s p e c i a l l y  R ep o rts  on F o re ig n  C orrespondence , o f  such  
m e r i t  t h a t  few Grand Lodges in  th e  U nion can b o a s t  so 
c r e d i ta b l e  a  record.537

And in  l8 $ 7 ,  Grand M aster Edward C. Day, i n  a  S i lv e r  A n n iv e rsa ry  t e s t i ­

m on ial f o r  H edges, s a id :

Such has been h i s  c o n t r ib u t io n  to  M asonic p h ilo so p h y

535. I b i d . ,  p .  68.
536. A t th e  tim e o f  Hedges d e a th  in  1907 , th e  Grand Lodge o f  Montana

reco g n ized  th e  fo llo w in g  Grand J u r i s d i c t i o n s ,  and exchanged P ro ceed in g s  
w ith  them : A l l  o f  th e  o th e r  44 s t a t e s ,  D i s t r i c t  o f  C olum bia, th e
T e r r i t o r i e s  o f  A riz o n a , Wew M exico, and Oklahoma, In d ia n  T e r r i to r y ,  
P u e r to  R ic o , A l l  p ro v in c e s  o f  Canada, e x c e p t S askatchew an , Wew Z e a la n d , 
f iv e  Grand Lodges i n  A u s t r a l i a ,  B r a z i l ,  P e ru , C osta  R ic a , M exico,
Cuba, E n g lan d , I r e l a n d ,  S c o tla n d , B elgium , I t a l y ,  G reece , and E g y p t.
See P ro c e e d in g s . 43d Com m unication, 1907 , PP . 191-192.

537« P ro c e e d in g s . 23d Com m unication, 1887 , p .  12.
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and ju r is p ru d e n c e  th a t  he i s  re c o g n iz e d  as  b e in g  among 
th e  le a d in g  M asonic w r i te r s  o f  th e  E n g lis h  sp eak in g  
p e o p le . G lancing  th ro u g h  h i s  work r e c e n t ly  to  f a m i l i a r ­
iz e  m y se lf  w ith  i t ,  I  was a s to n ish e d  a t  th e  v a r i e ty  o f  
them es w ith  which he has d e a l t ,  and th e  lu m in o s ity  o f  
h i s  tr e a tm e n t  o f  th e m .538

S ig n i f i c a n t  a ls o  a re  Hedges own id e a s  co n ce rn in g  h is  M asonic w r i t ­

in g s .  Of a l l  th e  ty p e s  o f  w r i t in g  in  which Hedges engaged , he f e l t  t h a t  

h i s  b e s t  e f f o r t s  were expended on M asonic w r i t in g s .  And, in  1878 , he 

r e f l e c t e d  on th e  g e n e ra l  v a lu e  o f  C orrespondence R ep o rts  and h i s  own p a r t  

in  th e  w r i t in g  o f  them . He s a id :

I t  i s  en co u rag in g  to  n o t ic e  an  in c re a s e d  a p p r e c ia t io n  
o f  th e  la b o rs  o f  th o se  who w r i te  f o r  t h e i r  s e v e r a l  j u r i s d i c ­
t io n s  th e  R ep o rts  on F o re ig n  C orrespondence . S e v e ra l Grand 
Lodges t h a t  f o r  th e  tim e  d is c o n tin u e d  th e s e  r e p o r t s , h a v e , 
d u r in g  th e  p a s t  y e a r ,  re v iv e d  th e  custom , and acknow ledge 
th e  v a lu e  and n e c e s s i ty  o f  such l a b o r s . The b e s t  t a l e n t  in  
th e  lan d  i s  engaged in  t h i s  f i e l d  o f  l a b o r ,  and th e  a n n u a l 
h a r v e s ts  a re  r i c h  and b o u n t i f u l .  I t  i s  a  b a s k e t p i c - n i c  in  
a  c o n t in e n ta l  s c a le .  Those who d e p r e c ia t in g ly  speak  o f  t h i s  
co rp s  o f  M asonic w orkers as c o n s t i t u t i n g  o n ly  a  m u tual ad ­
m ira t io n  s o c ie ty ,  must acknow ledge t h a t  t h e i r  la b o rs  among 
th e  ru b b is h  o f  th e  te m p le , a re  b r in g in g  to  l i g h t  some o f  th e  
r i c h e s t  t r e a s u r e s  to  r e a r  and ad o rn  th e  new w o rld . I t  i s  th e  
g rand  workshop in  which p r in c i p l e s  a re  e la b o r a te d , and whence 
comes f o r t h  th e  Prom ethean  f i r e  t h a t  g iv e s  l i f e ,  a c t io n  and 
f e e l in g  to  th e  dead form s and s t a t u t e - l i k e  symbols in  which 
our i n s t i t u t i o n  to o  much abounds. We f e e l  i t  an honor to  be 
one o f  such  a  b an d , and o n ly  r e g r e t  t h a t  we b r in g  to  th e  
g e n e ra l  fund so l i t t l e  compared w ith  what we c a r ry  aw ay.5 ^

C o rn e liu s  H edges' M asonic w r i t in g  was volum inous and v a r ie d ,  as

Grand M aster E .C . Day p o in te d  o u t .  A c tu a l ly ,  th e  them es o f  h i s  w r i t in g

a re  so v a r ie d  t h a t  i n  a  work o f  t h i s  l i m i t a t i o n  i t  w i l l  o n ly  be p o s s ib le

to  m ention  a  few and i l l u s t r a t e  h is  s t y l e  and d ep th  o f  th o u g h t w ith

5 38 - P ro c e e d in g s . 3 4 th  Comm unication, l897> P- 59«
539- J o u r n a l s , see  J u ly  1$, 1887 .
540. P ro c e e d in g s . l4 t h  Com m unication, 1878 , p .  123.
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c e r t a in  s e le c te d  e x c e r p ts .

Hedges o f te n  w ro te  la m en tin g  th e  la c k  o f  su p p o r t among th e  c r a f t  

f o r  M asonic p u b l i c a t i o n .5^1  He a ls o  w ro te  s e v e r a l  e s sa y s  on th e  p ro s  

and cons o f  volum inous M asonic p u b l i c i t y .  B r ie f l y ,  Hedges h e ld  th e  f o l ­

low ing  view :

The s e c r e t s  o f  th e  f r a t e r n i t y  have been reduced  
to  th e  minimum, and many good Masons a re  in  d e s p a i r ,  
th in k in g  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  i s  h a s te n in g  to  i t s  doom. On 
th e  c o n t r a r y ,  we have b e l ie v e d  t h a t  th e  v i t a l i t y  o f  
M asonry c o n s is te d  i n  i t s  p r in c i p l e s  m o s tly , and v e ry  
l i t t l e  in  i t s  s e c r e t s . And t h i s  i s  th e  ground on which 
we have fav o red  p u b l i c i t y .  I f  th e  p r in c i p l e s  o f  M asonry 
had been  u n d e rs to o d , th e r e  would n ev e r have o ccu rred  th e  
Morgan e x c ite m e n t and th e  an ti-M a so n ic  c ru sa d e .

O ther f a m i l i a r  to p ic s  in  H edges' w r i t in g  a re  e ssa y s  on: Unwanted 

M asonic i n t e r j u r i s d i c t i o n a l  d is p u te s  and q u a r r e l s ;5^-3 P h y s ic a l  q u a l i f i ­

c a t io n s  in  M asonry, a  q u e s tio n  o f  th e  o p e ra t iv e  v e rs e s  th e  s p e c u la t iv e ;^ ^  

th e  m iss io n  o f  M asonry in  th e  w o r l d ; a n d  th e  s o - c a l le d  " r iv a l "  s o ­

c i e t i e s ,  Do th e y  p r e s e n t  a p p a re n t danger?546

Judge Hedges made e x c e l le n t  use o f  th e  E n g lis h  language  in  h is  

M asonic w r i t i n g s , b u t  th e  th o u g h ts  e x p re sse d  a re  th e  e lem en ts  which g iv e  

h i s  w r i t in g  e n d u rin g  q u a l i t i e s .

The u l t im a te  g o a l o f  Masonry was one to p ic  o f  genu ine  concern  to

514-1 . See P ro c e e d in g s . 1 3 th  Comm unication, 1877 , p p . 117-118.
5I42. P ro c e e d in g s . 32d Com m unication, 1896 , p .  150 o f  A ppendix "A";

see  a ls o  P ro c e e d in g s ♦ 4 1 s t  Com m unication, 1905 , p p . 1 -2  o f  "R eport 
on F r a te r n a l  C o rresp o n d en ce ."

543. P ro c e e d in g s . 1 2 th  Com m unication, 1876 , p p . 173-174 , and P ro ­
ceed in g s  . 17t h  Comm unication, l 88l ,  p p . 131-132.

544. P ro c e e d in g s . l 6t h  Com m unication, 1880 , p p . 118-119 .
545 . P ro c e e d in g s . 23d Comm unication, 1887 , PP- 101-102.
546. P ro c e e d in g s . l 6t h  Comm unication, i8 6 0 , p p . 119-120 .



H edges. A t one tim e he w ro te :

T here i s  more to  M asonry th a n  i t s  few s e c r e t s  and i t s  
r i t u a l .  I t  i s  th e  g r e a t  c o n s e rv a t iv e  and co h es iv e  e lem en t 
in  s o c ie ty ,  h o ld in g  f a s t  to  a l l  t h a t  i s  good and re e n fo rc in g  
e v e ry  agency c o n t r ib u t in g  to  human e l e v a t io n  and p r o g r e s s .5^7

A t a n o th e r  t im e ,  he w ro te  o f  th e  u l t im a te  g o a l o f  M asonry:

A f te r  a l l ,  i s  n o t th e  o n ly  r e a l ,  th e  h ig h e s t  p u r ­
pose  f o r  w hich we can e x i s t ,  one o f  so humble a  n a tu re  t h a t  
i t  i s  o v e rlo o k e d , fo rg o t te n ?  T hat i s  th e  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  a  
h ig h e r  manhood, in  th e  lo v in g  s e r v ic e  o f  God and hum ankind.
To f i n i s h  up th e  human b e in g  to  th e  h ig h e s t  p o in t  o f  m en ta l 
and m oral developm ent, seems to  be th e  end o f  th e  C re a to r  
i n  fram in g  th e  U n iv e rs e , and th e  co u rse  o f  h i s  p r o v id e n t i a l  
d e a l in g s .  What h ig h e r  aim  can we p ro p o se  t o  o u rs e lv e s  th a n  
humbly im i ta te  h i s  p la n ,  and c o -o p e ra te  w ith  him ?^^°

And he f u r th e r  expounded on t h i s  to p ic  i n  th e  fo llo w in g  p a s sa g e :

T here m ust be l e f t  p le n ty  o f  room and p la y  f o r  i n d i ­
v id u a l  a c t i v i t y  and C h a r i ty ,  and n o t o n ly  s o , b u t M asonry 
needs to  c o r r e c t  much o f  th e  v e ry  g e n e ra l  n o tio n  e n t e r ­
ta in e d  ab o u t i t s  w ork. Opening and c lo s in g  lo d g e s , and 
c o n fe r r in g  d e g re e s ,  i s  n o th in g  b u t  d ry , u n in te r e s t in g  and 
c o m p a ra tiv le y  u n im p o rtan t p r e p a r a t io n  f o r  work in  subduing  
p a s s io n s ,  m in is te r in g  to  th e  s i c k ,  a f f l i c t e d  and d e s t i t u t e .
N ever th in k  you have made a  Mason t i l l  you a re  su re  t h a t  i t  
has  touched  and e n te re d  th e  h e a r t  as  w e ll  as  th e  to ngue  and 
h e a d . We a re  ta u g h t t h a t  i t  i s  i n  th e  h e a r t  t h a t  one i s  
f i r s t  p re p a re d  to  be made a  Mason. I t  i s  a l s o  th e  f i n i s h ­
in g  p la c e ,  u n le s s  i t  m is c a r r ie s  a l t o g e t h e r . 9

In  th e  m id st o f  a  b r o i l i n g  p o l i t i c a l  c o n f l i c t  i n  1881+, C o rn e liu s  

w ro te  th e s e  l i n e s  co n ce rn in g  th e  r e l a t io n s h ip  o f  M asonry and p o l i t i c s :

I t  i s  a  g r e a t , good th in g  to  have one asylum  where 
to  r e t i r e  and f e e l  p e r f e c t l y  above p o l i t i c a l  c o n te n t io n .
We have no h a rd  words to  say  ab o u t p o l i t i c s .  We have our 
p o l i t i c a l  b e l i e f s  and even p r e ju d ic e s ,  as s tro n g  as  any one, 
b u t  we le a v e  Masonry b e t t e r  b ecau se  p o l i t i c a l  c o n te n tio n  
n e v e r e n te r s  h e r  te m p le . We lo v e  to  g r e e t  i n  th e  lo d g e  room

51+7. P ro c e e d in g s . 30 th  Com m unication, 189I+, p .  167 o f  A ppendix "A".
51+8. P ro c e e d in g s . IO th  Com m unication, I 87I+, p .  138»
51+9. P ro c e e d in g s . 1 2 th  Com m unication, 1876 , p .  175•
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th o se  w ith  whom we have co n te n d , m ost s t o u t l y ,  o u ts id e .

As M asonry was reco g n ized  as  s t r o n g e r  th a n  s e c ­
t i o n a l  s t r i f e  on th e  b a t t l e - f i e l d ,  so  i t  ran g es  on an 
e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  p la n e  from  t h a t  where o rd in a ry  p o l i t i ­
c a l  s t r i f e  h o ld s  i t s  c a r n iv a l .  P o l i t i c a l  c o n f l i c t  i s  
o n ly  as  a  wind th a t  r ip p l e s  th e  s u r f a c e ,  som etim es r o l l i n g  
h ig h  w aves, p e rh a p s , b u t  n ev e r re a c h in g  th e  d ep th s  o r  s t i r ­
r in g  th e  g r e a t  body o f  th e  o cean . M asonry i s  s u r e ly  one o f  
th e  c e n t r i p e t a l  fo rc e s  o f  s o c ie ty ,  k eep in g  th e  e lem en ts  
from  f ly in g  a su n d e r . I t  p o u rs  o i l  on th e  t ro u b le d  w a te r s ,  
and te a c h e s  men t h a t  t h e i r  common i n t e r e s t s  a re  much th e
g r e a t e s t  and most num erous.550

In  1882, w h ile  co n te m p la tin g  th e  im provem ents which would be ta k in g  

p la c e  when th e  r a i l r o a d s  e n te re d  M ontana T e r r i t o r y ,  he w ro te  th e  fo llo w in g  

t im e ly  e s s a y ,  which s t i l l  has abundant meaning f o r  us to d a y :

M asonry w i l l  change , to o ,  in  some th in g s .  I t  w i l l  
grow in  num bers, in  w e a lth ; we s h a l l  have a  more com plete  
and m e th o d ic a l o r g a n iz a t io n ,  p e rh ap s  f i n e r  h a l l s  and some 
s y s te m a tic  p r o v is io n  f o r  r e l i e f ,  b u t  w i l l  th e  genu ine  s p i r i t  
o f  M asonry be s t r o n g e r ,  p u r e r ,  b r ig h t e r  th a n  i t  has b een  in  
th e  rough  t r y i n g  days th ro u g h  w hich M ontana M asonry has 
p a sse d ?  We have ou r s e r io u s  d o u b ts . P e r i l ,  h a rd s h ip ,  lo n e ­
l i n e s s ,  developed  a  c a s t  o f  b ro th e rh o o d  t h a t  n o th in g  e l s e  
c o u ld . A lread y  o th e r  o rg a n iz a t io n  a r e  coming in  t o  s t e a l  
away a t t e n t i o n  and a l le g ia n c e  t h a t  once were g iv en  u n d iv id ed  
to  M asonry. We m ust p u t  our house i n  order.551

550. P ro c e e d in g s . 2 0 th  Com m unication, 1884, p p . 128-12$.
551. P ro c e e d in g s . l8 t h  Comm unication, 1882, p p . 126-127.



Chapter XI

RELIGIOUS LIFE
Judge Hedges 1 C h r is t i a n  f a i t h  was a  r e a l  and p e r s o n a l  th in g .  He had 

a  deep concern  f o r  h is  s p i r i t u a l  c o n d i t io n ,  and would o f te n  comment abou t 

i t  in  h i s  jo u r n a l .  On O ctober 25 , 1863 , he w ro te  "T ried  to  r e a l i z e  my 

t r u e  c o n d i t io n  in  th e  s ig h t  o f  God." And on November 8 , 1863 , he reco rd ed  

"R esolved to  l i v e  h e r e a f t e r  in  th e  f e a r  o f  God. " ^ 2

He r e g u la r ly  a t te n d e d  w eek-day ev en in g  p ra y e r  m ee tin g s  d u rin g  most 

o f  h i s  l i f e t i m e ,  e x c e p t betw een th e  y e a rs  o f  186U and 1872.553  And he 

s in c e r e ly  b e l ie v e d  t h a t  one o f  th e  b e s t  methods o f  i n t e r p r e t i n g  th e  

s c r ip t u r e  was to  p u t  in to  p r a c t i c e  in  h i s  d a i ly  l i f e . 55^

C o rn e liu s  was r a i s e d  C o n g r e g a t io n a l is t , and th e  f i r s t  church  in  

w hich he h e ld  a  membership was a t  New H aven, C o n n e c tic u t. He belonged  to  

t h a t  chu rch  d u rin g  th e  tim e  he was a t te n d in g  Y ale C o lle g e . N ex t, he was 

a  member o f  th e  W e s tf ie ld ,  M a ssa c h u se tts ,  C o n g re g a t io n a l is t  C h u rch .^ 5  

Hedges m a in ta in e d  C o n g re g a tio n a l s e n tim e n ts  in  l a t e r  l i f e  even though a 

member o f  th e  P r e s b y te r ia n  C hurch. On November lU , 1883 , he w ro te  in  h i s  

jo u r n a l ,  "C o n g re g a tio n a l co n v en tio n  h e ld  to d a y  to  s t a r t  th e  new chu rch . 

S o rry  n o t to  be a b le  t o  a t t e n d ."556

After moving to Independence, Iowa, in 1856 , Hedges attended the 

Presbyterian Church. Upon returning to Connecticut to teach in i 860 ,

552. J o u r n a ls , O ctober 25 , 1863 , and November 8 , 1863 .
553- I b i d . ,  see  e n t r i e s  f o r  Septem ber 2 , 1863 , and November rJ, 1872 .
554. I b i d . , December 3 , 1876 .
555» C o rn e liu s  H edges, "E a rly  R e m in iscen c es ,"  C o n tr ib u t io n s , V I, p .  350. 

T h is  was an  a d d re s s  d e l iv e r e d  by  Hedges a t  th e  25t h  A n n iv e rsa ry  
C e le b ra tio n  o f  th e  F i r s t  P r e s b y te r ia n  C hurch, H e len a , on June 20 , 1897 . 

556. J o u r n a ls , November l 4 ,  1883 .
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Hedges resum ed h i s  C o n g re g a t io n a l is t  membership a t  S o u th in g to n . H is 

chu rch  membership rem ained in  C o n n e c tic u t u n t i l  1873> when Hedges t r a n s ­

f e r r e d  h i s  membership to  th e  H elena P r e s b y te r ia n  Church.

Hedges s a id  t h a t  th e  f i r s t  tim e he had a t te n d e d  "a n y th in g  l i k e  

l~ !ay7 r e l i g io u s  ob serv an ce  o f  th e  S abbath"  a f t e r  a r r iv in g  in  M ontana, was 

on March 2 6 , 1865 , and R ev. E .T . M cLaughlin conducted  th e  s e r v ic e .  He 

r e c a l l e d  t h a t  "B ro th e r M cLaughlin was a  M e th o d is t , b u t  chu rch  co n n ec tio n s  

went f o r  l i t t l e  th e n  and a l l  c o n tr ib u te d  to  b u i ld  him a  church."55®

On J u ly  10, 1869, Rev. A.M. Hough asked  Hedges to  become a  t r u s t e e  

o f  th e  M e th o d is t E p isc o p a l C hurch, and Hedges c o n se n te d . He a ls o  was 

te a c h in g  Sunday Schoo l a t  th e  M eth o d is t C h u rch .559 J n r e f e r e n c e  to  an 

u n s u c c e s s fu l  a tte m p t to  o rg a n iz e  a  P r e s b y te r ia n  Church in  H elena in  1869, 
C o rn e liu s  r e c a l l e d ,  " I  doubted  th e  wisdom o f  t r y in g  to  s u s t a in  a n o th e r  

s e p a ra te  chu rch  o r g a n iz a t io n ." 5 U0

However, on A ugust 1 5 , 1872 , he n o ted  in  h i s  jo u r n a l  t h a t  a  m eeting  

o f  th e  P r e s b y te r ia n  Church was h e ld  in  h i s  office.5^1 And in  December, 

1873 , was e le c te d  a  T ru s te e  o f  th e  P r e s b y te r ia n  C h u rch .5®^

H is C h r is t i a n  f a i t h  and a c t i v i t i e s  was n o t n e c e s s a r i ly  bounded by 

d en o m in a tio n . On A ugust 22 , 1875; Judge Hedges was r e - e l e c te d  as P r e s id e n t  

o f  th e  S o u th e rn  M e th o d is t B ib le  S ocie ty .5® 3

557« H edges, "E a rly  R em in iscen c es ,"  C o n tr ib u t io n s , V I, p .  350*
558. I b i d . ,  p .  351.
559 . J o u r n a ls ,  J u ly  9 and 10 , 1868 , and H edges, "E a rly  R em in iscen c es ,"  

C o n tr ib u t io n s , V I, p .  352.
5 6 0 . H edges, "E a rly  R em in iscen c es ,"  C o n tr ib u t io n s , V I, p .  352.
561 . J o u r n a ls , A ugust 15 , 1872 .
562 . H edges, "E a rly  R e m in isc e n c e s ," C o n tr ib u t io n s , V I, p .  35^•
563 . J o u r n a ls , A ugust 22 , 1875*



On A ugust 13 , 1876 , a  Communion Sunday, he no ted  " I  was o rd a in ed  

e l d e r ,  w ith  some h e s i t a t i o n  and m isg iv in g  - I  h a rd ly  knew what was my 

duty."564 As a  t r u s t e e  and e ld e r  o f  th e  ch u rc h . Hedges e v id e n t ly  r e ­

garded  church  a t te n d a n c e  a s  a  d u ty . H is jo u rn a l  f o r  December 18 , 1887 , 

c o n ta in s  t h i s  t e r s e  comment, "Went t o  chu rch  l i k e  a  good b o y , b u t I  d o n 't  

l i k e  to  h e a r  Mr. Moore p r e a c h ."5^5

I n  a d d i t io n  to  b e in g  an i n f l u e n t i a l  le a d e r  in  th e  H elena  P re sb y ­

t e r i a n  C hurch, he was a  r e s p e c te d  member o f  th e  M ontana P re s b y te ry .

B ecause C o rn e liu s  Hedges f e l t  t h a t  one o f  th e  b e s t  ways to  i n t e r p r e t  

th e  S c r ip tu r e s  was to  l i v e  them , h i s  l i f e  was an i n s p i r a t i o n  to  o th e rs  

to  im prove t h e i r  l i v e s .
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564. I b id y , A ugust 13 , 1876 .
565 . I b i d . , December 18 , 1887 .
566 . Ibid_., see entries for March 30 to April $, 1877 , for example.



Chapter XII

MAJOR CONTRIBUTIONS - A SUMMARY
During the lifetime of thought, study, and action guided by the 

basic virtues of charity and brotherly love, Cornelius Hedges contributed 

much to the cultural growth of Montana and the nation.
The most significant of his contributions are those which today are 

represented in living monuments to Judge Hedges. And these contributions 
have lived because Hedges gave unselfishly to aid each with a healthy 

growth.
From th e  s u g g e s tio n  t h a t  Y ellow stone  be s e t  a s id e  as  a  N a tio n a l 

P a rk  i n  1870 , in  c o n c e n tra te d  e f f o r t  w ith  o th e r s , Hedges saw Y ellow stone 

N a tio n a l  P a rk  fo unded . And from  i t  i n  tu r n ,  has grown a  N a tio n a l  P a rk  

System  o f o v e r 125 a re a s  p re s e rv in g  our n a t i o n 's  s c e n ic  and h i s t o r i c  h e r i ­

ta g e  — a  f i t t i n g  m em orial t o  H edges' u n s e l f i s h n e s s .

Likewise, the Helena Public Library, which stands ready and willing 
to impart its knowledge to the inquisitive minds of Helena, is yet 

another living memorial to this man.
As Territorial Superintendent of Public Instruction, Hedges in his 

unceasing benevolence stimulated among the citizens of our state the con­
cern to build and maintain a good system of public schools. That system 

of public schools, even with its periodic problems, is another monument 

to him.
The Grand Lodge of Montana and the Masonic Home, which had the bene­

fit of Judge Hedges charitable efforts from their inception, round out 
the list of major, permanent monuments to this outstanding Montana pioneer.

And superseding all his individual contributions, Cornelius Hedges
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re n d e re d  th e  e t e r n a l  p ro o f  t h a t  th e  s o c i a l ,  c u l t u r a l ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  and 

e d u c a t io n a l  i n t e r e s t s  cou ld  and would r e c e iv e  more th a n  ample developm ent 

i n  M ontana.
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