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Abstract:
I make art work because I get a feeling of self fulfillment.

I am inventing images which will make life happier or easier to understand. The work becomes a visual
definition of my beliefs. Constructing objects of beauty and interest has always been a challenge to me.

When I look back on my art, after working intuitively with the materials, I enjoy looking at the abstract
shapes, the relationship between them, and the complex surfaces with rich color. While rethinking the
stages that the work went through to develop into a personal form, I get a very strong emotional
(spiritual) response.

I see in my work, parallels to some recurring thought that I have had about other art work and about life
in general. My art work reflects my attitudes and views of the world. I gain a more vivid understanding
of both myself and others through this process. 
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r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  a n  a d v a n c e d  d e g r e e  a t  M on tana  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,

I  a g r e e  t h a t  t h e  L i b r a r y  s h a l l  make i t  f r e e l y  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  i n s p e c ­
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t h e s i s  f o r  s c h o l a r l y  p u r p o s e s  may b e  g r a n t e d  by  my m a j o r  p r o f e s s o r ,  
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n o t  b e  a l l o w e d  w i t h o u t  my w r i t t e n  p e r m i s s i o n .
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M .F.A . THESIS STATEMENT

My w o rk  i s  c o n s t r u c t e d  o f  p a p e r ,  c l o t h ,  s t i c k s ,  g l u e ,  p a i n t  and 

d i s c a r d e d  m a t e r i a l s .  Cheap m a t e r i a l s ,  w h ic h  a r e  e a s y  t o  r e p l e n i s h ,  a r e  

a l s o  u s e d . T he m a t e r i a l s  a r e  com bined  i n  a  way t h a t  t h e  fo rm  a p p e a r s  t o  

b e  m ade o f  a n  hom ogenous s u b s t a n c e ,  h o w e v e r , t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  

im age  may b e  r e t r a c e d  e n a b l i n g  t h e  v i e w e r  t o  v i s u a l l y  r e c o n s t r u c t  t h e  

w o rk .  The w o rk  i s  o r g a n i c ,  p o s s i b l y  g r o s s  a t  c l o s e  i n s p e c t i o n ,  y e t  i t  i s  

a l s o  b e a u t i f u l  and  p l a y f u l .  The i n h e r e n t  f l e s h - l i k e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  

m a t e r i a l  l e n d s  i t s e l f  t o  t h e  human, im a g e .  T he human b o d y  i s  t h e  m a jo r  

r e f e r e n c e  w h ic h  g u i d e s  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  an d  t h e  s h a p e  o f  t h e  w o rk .

I  m ake t h e  w o rk  a s  d i r e c t l y  a s  I  c a n .  I t  i s  m o re  e n j o y a b l e  and 

e a s i e r  t o  m a i n t a i n  a  c o n s i s t e n t  a t t i t u d e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n .

The p a p e r  and  c l o t h  a r e  d i p p e d  i n t o  p a s t e  an d  s t u c k  t o g e t h e r  u s i n g  

w ooden s t i c k s  f o r  s u p p o r t .  Any s i z e  an d  s h a p e  i s  p o s s i b l e  b u t  I  p r e f e r  

t o  m ake body  fo r m s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  e r o t i c  and  e n j o y a b l e .  I  u s e . t h e  

c o l o r  t o  m ake t h e  w o rk  m o re  s e n s i t i v e  and  d e l i c a t e .  The c o l o r  f u n c ­

t i o n s  b e s t  when i t  b eco m es  p a r t  o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  T h i s  i s  why c o l o r e d  

p a p e r , a n d  p r i n t e d  c l o t h  a r e  u s e d .  I  a l s o  g l u e  many t e x t u r a l  m a t e r i a l s ;  

s a w d u s t ,  wood w o o l ,  s t r i n g ,  b e a d s  and  so on  t o  e n r i c h  t h e  s u r f a c e .

T h i s  m ak es  i t  m o re  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  l o o k  a t  an d  a d d s  t o  t h e  b u s y n e s s  and  

e n e r g y .  T he e n e r g y  l e v e l  i s  h i g h  i n  my a r t  w o rk  d u e  t o  t h e  p r o c e s s  

an d  t h e  am ount o f  m a t e r i a l s  p r e s e n t .  I  w a n t  t h e  p i e c e s  t o  b e  b o ld  so 

t h a t  t h e y  a t t r a c t  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  a u d i e n c e .



iv

I  m ake a r t  w ork  b e c a u s e  I  g e t  a  f e e l i n g  o f  s e l f  f u l f i l l m e n t .

I  am i n v e n t i n g  im a g e s  w h ic h  w i l l  m ake l i f e  h a p p i e r  o r  e a s i e r  t o  

u n d e r s t a n d .  The w ork  becom es a  v i s u a l  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  my b e l i e f s .  

C o n s t r u c t i n g  o b j e c t s  o f  b e a u t y  and  i n t e r e s t  h a s  a lw a y s  b e e n  a  c h a l ­

l e n g e  t o  me.

When I  l o o k  b a c k  on my a r t , a f t e r  w o rk in g  i n t u i t i v e l y  w i t h  t h e  

m a t e r i a l s ,  I  e n j o y  l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  a b s t r a c t  s h a p e s ,  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

b e tw e e n  th em , and  t h e  co m p lex  s u r f a c e s  w i t h  r i c h  c o l o r .  W h i le  r e ­

t h i n k i n g  t h e  s t a g e s  t h a t  t h e  w ork  w en t  t h r o u g h  t o  d e v e lo p  i n t o  a 

p e r s o n a l  f o r m ,  I  g e t  a  v e r y  s t r o n g  e m o t i o n a l  ( s p i r i t u a l )  r e s p o n s e .

I  s e e  i n  my w o rk ,  p a r a l l e l s  t o  some r e c u r r i n g  t h o u g h t  t h a t  I  

h a v e  had a b o u t  o t h e r  a r t  w o rk  and  a b o u t  l i f e  i n  g e n e r a l .  My a r t  

w ork  r e f l e c t s  my a t t i t u d e s  an d  v i e w s  o f  t h e  w o r l d . I  g a i n  a  m ore  

v i v i d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  b o t h  m y s e l f  and  o t h e r s  t h r o u g h  t h i s  p r o c e s s .



SLIDE LISTING

I .  U n t i t l e d 3 8"  x  1 1 '  x  6"

2 .  D e t a i l

3 .  F o o t ,  Arm a n d  F a c e  35"  x  35"  x  2"

4 .  Movement o f  t h e  S k u l l /  Anatomy 3 6"  x  4 8 ” x  4" 
F o r  t h e  A r t i s t

5 .  D e t a i l

6 .  Leg i n  M o t io n 52" x  4 8"  x  6"

7 .  P r o f i l e  W i th  D r u m s t i c k s 4 5 "  x  55" x  2"

8 .  D e t a i l

9 . E y e ,  M outh ,  N ose  & E a r ;  1 1 1 .  C ix  36"  x  4 8"  x  2"

10 . D e t a i l

11 . Movement o f  t h e  Arm 1 1 1 .  XX 3 8 "  x  4 8"  x  4"

12. D e t a i l
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