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Fig .  1 .  Front .  Delphi ,  Treasury  of  the  

Athenians .  500-485 B.C.  

INTRODUCTION 

Archi tec ture  throughout  i t s  long h is tory  has  produced ext raordinary-

amounts  of  s igni f icant  as  wel l  as  ins ignif icant  s t ructures .  Today,  much 

of  the  archi tec ture  we see  does  not  in  any way ref lec t  i t s  regional  char­

acter ,  i t s  c i tyscape,  or  even i t s  h is tor ica l  background.  Many scholars  

and archi tec ts  have wri t ten  about  th is  aspect  of  contextura l  uni ty  in  archi ­

tec ture ,  yet  i t  i s  rare ly  carr ied  out  in to  a  bui l t  s t ructure .  In  a t tempt ing 

to  achieve  th is  uni ty ,  the  speci f ic  bui ld ing i s  an  ent i ty  tha t  should  carry  

a  unifying character is t ic  wi th  the  given region,  yet  have a  sense  of  ideni ty  

a l l  i t s  own.  

I t  i s  not  my in tent ion to  t ry  to  dras t ica l ly  a l ter  the  world  of  a rchi ­

tec ture ,  yet  i t  i s  my intent ion to  enhance i t  and create  a  s t ructure  that  

ref lec ts  the  meaning,  character ,  and h is tor ica l  context  of  the  c i tyscape.  

With  in tens ive  research and data  gather ing,  my thes is  project  wi l l  

develop.  Star t ing  wi th  the  sys temat ic  beginnings  of  t ime,  as  i t  re la tes  

6 



Detail.  Merchants National Bank. Fig. 3. Interior.  National Farmers Bank. 
Lov.is Sullivan. L o v i s  Sullivan. 

Grinnell,  I-wa. l r»14. Owatonna. 1907-08. 

to  a  bui ld ing type  and cont inuing unt i l  tha t  bui ld ing re la tes  and genera tes  

in to  the  modern day c i tyscape;  us ing the  research as  a  bui ld ing block,  I  

wi l l  formulate  object ives ,  a t t i tudes ,  and concepts  tha t  wi l l  he lp  to  create  

a  bui ld ing that  character izes  i t s  image and a lso  works  as  a  unifying means  

to  the  se t t ing  that  i t  wi l l  occupy.  

IDEAS & THOUGHTS 
While  res id ing c lose  to  the  western  downtown sect ion of  Kal ispel l ,  

Montana for  many years ,  th is  fee l ing of  need and uni ty  was  paramount  

in  my thoughts .  This  par t icular  area  for  severa l  years  has  remained 

in  a  very  poor  and deter iora t ing condi t ion.  My fee l ings  to ld  me that  th is  

smal l  parcel  of  ground needed some unifying character is t ic  to  phase  

i t se l f  back wi th  the  exis t ing c i tyscape.  Within  th is  sec t ion of  town,  spaces  

for  publ ic  gather ing (especia l lyfor  the  e lder ly)  and a  fac i l i ty  which would  

begin  to  draw people  and in teres t  back to  th is  area  were  ideas  of  pr ime 

concern .  



Fig.  4.  Kaiispell  Redevelopme it  Plan.  

Kalispell ,  Montana.  1977. 
Fig.  5.  Stadtsparkasse.  

Wuppertal .  Germany. 

From these basic thoughts,  I  formulated four goals  with which I  

wanted to achieve in this  my thesis  project :  

1) A transi t ional  node between the older  and the newer port ions 

2)  Enrichment and enhancement of the ci tyscape.  

3)  The creat ion of public gathering areas re-inforced by the 

skil l ful  use of landscape.  

4)  A retention of the regional  character  of the area.  

With the use of these ideas and goals  I  feel  I  can achieve a  "physical  

s tructure" that  wil l  unify i tself  with the town, the area,  and retain the 

historical  character  of both the building type and the ci ty.  The thesis  

s tatement was then created and states:  

of town. 

at t i tudes of ci tyscape,  landscape and historical  precedence 

within an area.  
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Fig. 7. Pediment.  Delphi,  Treasury 

of Massalia Late 6th Century. 

Fig. 6. Plan. Temple of Uruk 

Mesopotania. 
Fig. 8. Detail .  Delphi 

Treasury of Siphnos. 

525 B.C 

PAST, PRESENT, FUTURE 

Taking into account  the his tor ical  values  and detai l ing of  o ld  

bui lding types is  a  worthwhile  and important  object ive.  I t  i s  impor­

tant  to  look back a t  the past  as  a  means for  determining why s t ruc­

tures  were so designed and a lso to  help determine the future  of  that  

s t ructure  are  helpful  tools .  Using the his tor ical  knowledge as  a  bui ld­

ing resource to  understand i ts  reasoning and s ta ture  wil l  help me to 

re la te  more sensi t ively to  the modern ci tyscape.  The banking pro­

cedure and banking s t ructures  go back many,  many years  and have a  

very interest ing and relevant  archi tectural  and social  character is t ics  

which are  important  to  invest igate  before  embarking on the creat ion 

of  a  contemporary bank.  

Inscr ipt ions reveal  the exis tence,  a  thousand years  before  our  

era ,  of  organizat ions carrying out  what  would nowadays be cal led 



Fig.  9 .  Front .  Delphi  -  Treasury of  

MassaLia Late  6t .h  Century.  

banking  opera t ions .  Recent  excavat ions  have  uncovered  the  temple  

of  Chaldea  (Mesopotamia) ,  and  have  shown tha t  the  foundat ion  of  the  

o ldes t  banking  bui ld ing  in  the  wor ld  took  p lace  more  than  3300 years  

1  
ago .  

I t  i s  apparent  tha t  the  h i s tory  of  banking  i s  near ly  as  o ld  as  

c iv i l iza t ion  i t se l f .  Ancien t  wr  i te  r s  of ten  ment ioned  money-changers  

and  money lenders  in  the i r  sc r ip tures^  these  were  the  men who pur ­

chased  the  money of  o ther  count r ies  and  in  turn  gave  loca l  co ins .  This  

was  a l so  the  beginning  of  the  s t rongbox which  la te r  became the  symbol  

of  the  bank  -  the  vaul t .  People  eventua l ly  began  to  l eave  the i r  co ins  

and  money wi th  the  m o n e y -changers  for  sa fe  keeping .  Thus ,  i t  seems,  

the  ear l ies t  banking  was  tha t  of  depos i t  and  safe  keeping .  The  rev is ion  

of  the  Jus t in ian  code  of  l aws  in  Rome,  in  534  A.  D.  ,  r evea ls  tha t  there  

2 
were  numerous  regula t ions  of  banking  in  th i s  e ra .  

From the  t ime of  anc ien t  banking  to  the  beginning  of  modern  

11 



F i g .  1 0 .  I n t e r i o r .  B a n k  i n  G e r m a n y .  

L T O O ' s .  

banking  was  over  1000  years  -  Banco  d i  Ria l to  was  es tab l i shed  in  

Venice ,  I t a ly  in  1587 .  The  t e rm "bank ing"  comes  f rom the  La t in  word  

3  
"banco" ,  mean ing  bench , ,  Ea r ly  I t a l i an  bankers  ca r r i ed  on  the i r  bus i ­

ness  a t  a  bench  in  the  s t ree t .  Many  I t a l i an  c i t i e s  es tab l i shed  banks  

and  f rom these  European  o r ig ins  the  bank ing  ac t iv i t i e s  sp read  

nor thward  th rough  Europe .  

An  impor tan t  bank ing  deve lopment  took  p lace  in  England  in  the  

1600 ' s„  The  go ldsmi ths  of  Eng land  who  made  a r t i c les  ou t  o f  go ld  and  

j 
s i lve r  had  s t rong  vau l t s  where  they  kep t  the  meta l s .  Many  peop le  be ­

gan  to  b r ing  the i r  money  to  the  go ldsmi ths  to  be  s to red  in  the  vau l t s .  

The  go ldsmi ths  i s sued  rece ip t s ,  o r  no tes ,  fo r  these  money  depos i t s .  

The  no tes  were  eas ie r  to  ca r ry  than  co ins ,  so  peop le  began  us ing  

them for  money .  Thus  the  go ldsmi ths  g radua l ly  deve loped  in to 'go ld -

smi th  bankers . "  Whi le  the  go ldsmi th  bankers  were  no t  the  f i r s t  to  i s sue  

no tes ,  they  deve loped  the  use  of  the  banknote  to  a  degree  where  a lmos t  

everyone  accep ted  i t  a s  money .  



Fig. 11. Plan.  Second Bank of the United States.  

Will iam Strickland.  1818-24. 

From th i s  po in t  to  the  g rowth  of  bank ing  in  the  U.  S .  was  ve ry  

s low.  The  co lon i s t s  t r i ed  to  s t a r t  banks ,  bu t  the  banks  d id  no t  seem 

to  be  ve ry  success fu l .  The  f i r s t  success fu l  bank  was  the  Bank  of  

Nor th  Amer ica ,  opened  in  Ph i lade lph ia  in  1782 .  Rober t  Morr i s ,  the  

super in tenden t  o f  f inance  fo r  the  co lon ies  dur ing  the  Revolu t ionary  

War ,  ob ta ined  the  char te r  fo r  th i s  bank .  Two years  l a te r ,  in  1784 ,  

a  g roup  of  ind iv idua l s  o rgan ized  the  Bank  of  Massachuse t t s^  and  in  the  

same  year  Alexander  Hami l ton  the  f i r s t  sec re ta ry  of  the  t r easury  

organ ized  the  Bank  of  New York .  

In  1791 ,  congress  char te red  a  new bank ,  the  F i r s t  Bank  of  the  

Uni ted  S ta tes .  I t  was  l a rger  than  any  o ther  Amer ican  banks ,  and  was  

c lose ly  connec ted  wi th  the  government ,  ma in ly  because  the  government  

owned  s tock  in  i t .  The  bank  domina ted  the  bank ing  sys tem of  the  coun­

t ry  fo r  twen ty  years .  The  bank ' s  char te r  was  no t  r enewed  in  1811 ,"  be ­

cause  some s ta te  banks ,  a s  we l l  a s  many  ind iv idua l s  and  bus iness  f i rms ,  

o rgan ized  a  s t rong  oppos i t ion  to  i t .  In  1816 ,  congress  char te red  the  

13  



Fig. 12. Interior.  Peoples Savings Bank, Sidney, Ohio, 
Louis Sullivan. 1917-18. 

Second Bank of  the  Uni ted  S ta tes .  I t  was  des igned  by  Wil l iam St r ick­

land  and  resembled  the  Par thenon on  the  Acropol i s  k  I t  l as ted  unt i l  1836,  

however  i t  was  of ten  mismanaged  and  involved  in  pol i t i cs .  

The  years  f rom 1836 to  1864 in  the  Uni ted  S ta tes  were  known as  

the  wi ldca t  per iod  in  banking ,  A la rge  number  of  p r iva te  and  s ta te  

banks  came in to  ex is tence .  There  were  many problems in  the  banking  

bus iness ,and  many banks  los t  money for  the i r  depos i te rs .  The  grea t ­

es t  abuses  were  in  the  bank note  i s sues ,  iMany banks  were  organized  

for  the  so le  purpose  of  i s su ing  banknotes .  The  banks  were  unable  to  

redeem the  notes  when they  were  presented  for  payment ,  because  they  

d id  not  have  enough gold  and  s i lver  on  hand.  By 1863,  there  were  about  

4  
1 ,  600  d i f fe ren t  k inds  of  banknotes  in  c i rcu la t ion .  

To  cor rec t  these  abuses  of  the  wi ldca t  per iod ,  congress  passed  

the  Nat iona l  Bank Act  of  1863 and  1864 which  provided  for  na t iona l  

cur rency ,  guaranteed  by  a  p ledge  of  Uni ted  S ta tes  Bonds  and  provided  

14  



Fig .  13 .  In te r io r .  S tad t s  Pa rkasse  Wupper taL ,  Germany .  

fo r  the  c i rcu la t ion  and  redempt ion  of  i t .  The  Nat iona l  Banks  c rea ted  

in  th i s  ac t  were  a l lowed  to  i s sue  banknotes  un t i l  1935 ,  when  the  power  

was  suspended .  

Next  came the  Federa l  Reserve  Sys tem which  was  es tab l i shed  

by  congress  in  1913 ,  and  began  opera t ions  in  1914 .  The  sys tem pro­

v ided  fo r  the  es tab l i shment  of  twe lve  federa l  banks ,  and  more  e f fec ­

t ive  superv i s ion  of  bank ing  in  the  Uni ted  S ta tes .  

In  1933 ,  the  Uni ted  S ta tes  had  a  se r ious  bank ing  c r i s i s .  Many  

banks  were  fa i l ing  because  they  had  too  l i t t l e  cap i ta l ,  t oo  many  e r ro rs  

in  judgment ,  and  poor  management ,  in  add i t ion  to  wor ld -wide  depres ­

s ion .  On  March  6 ,  P res iden t  Rooseve l t  o rdered  a  bank  ho l iday .  Al l  

banks  c losed ,  and  on ly  those  which  were  found  to  be  in  a  sound  f inan-

5  
c ia l  cond i t ion  were  a l lowed  to  reopen .  

In  recen t  yea rs  bank ing  has  become a  h igh ly  compet i t ive  bus i ­

ness .  S ince  1930 ,  the  number  o f  banks  has  dropped  f rom about  30 ,  000  



Fig. 14. Exterior.  Bank of Muchen Germany. 

Wuppertal,  Germany. 

6 
to  19,  000 par t ly  due to  hundreds of  mergers .  Competi t ion f rom Sav­

ings and Loan Associat ions and other  factors  caused banks to  offer  

higher  interest  ra tes  on deposi ts^  banks a lso added many new ser­

vices  to  a t t ract  customers .  The use of  computers  and data  processing 

equipment  has  speeded up banking and made i t  more eff ic ient .  

Through the Federal  Reserve System, the Federal  Government  

has  increased i ts  role  in  banking.  F .  R.  S.  great ly  inf luences the 

qual i ty  of  loans made by member banks and helps  control  the level  

of  deposi ts  and credi t  avai lable  to  borrowers .  By the la te  60 's  bank 

7 
deposi ts  had r isen to  a  record of  over  $500 bi l l ion.  

Banking,  twenty-f ive years  f rom now wil l  undoubtedly be organized 

different ly ,  wil l  funct ion different ly ,  and wil l  probably offer  services  that  

they do not  offer  today.  Some of  the  possibi l i t ies  that  may occur  are  1)  

Electronic  Fi inds Transfer  Service (EFTS) wil l  revolut ionize the way banks 

del iver  their  services .  T.  V.  ,  te lephone and cable  l inks into households  

are  a  dis t inct  possibi l i ty .  2)  For  a l l  their  new opt ions,  many banks wil l  



Fig .  16 .  P laza .  Ci t icorp  Cente  r ,  New York .  1977.  S .  O.M.  Fig .  17 .  Tower  -  Ci t icorp  Center ,  

New York,  1977.  S .  O.  M.  

choose to  special ize  in  the services  they del iver .  3)  Restr ic t ions on 

s ta tewide branching wil l  probably ease up;  so  might  the ban on banking 

8 
across  s ta te  l ines  and 4)  the number of  banks wil l  decl ine sharply.  

With the revolut ion of  automated te l lers ,  point-of-scale  terminals ,  

and automated clear ing houses ,  banks wil l  see  these as  the biggest  

s ingle  kind of  technology change in  the next  2 5  years .  

But  there  seems to be a  wide disagreement  as  to  the abilit.v nf 

Electronic  Funds Transfer  Systems (EFTS) to  cut  down on check volume.  

Some est imates  ran as  high as  90% reduct ion by the year  2000;  and some 

9 
as  low as  10% reduct ion.  

Check volumes in  banks today are  increasing every day.  Checking 

accounts  and processing by the year  2000 should become less  s ignif icant .  

With this  in  mind,  there  is  no doubt  e lectronic  technology is  rapidly 

growing.  Between that  and the force of  compet i t ion,  the number of  banks 

10 
in  the U.  S.  wil l  sharply decrease from the present  number  of  14,  000.  

Some say only 12,  000 wil l  exis t  by the year  2000 and others  say i t  wil l  

11 
be as  low as  5,  000.  
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Exterior.  Stadts  Parkasse Fig.  19.  Front.  Second Bank of  the United States .  Philadelphia 
Wuppertai .  Germany.  1818-24.  Strickland.  

With  th i s  new e lec t ronic  capabi l i ty ,  unres t r ic ted  s ta tewide  branch­

ing  may be  poss ib le .  By the  year  2000 re ta i l  cus tomers  in  met ropol i tan  

a reas  may be  banking  across  s ta te  l ines  by  way of  t e rmina ls .  Nat ionwide  

banking  i s  a l so  a  poss ib i l i ty  and  could  rea l ly  decrease  the  number  of  banks .  

E lec t ronics  won ' t  necessar i ly  put  the  b igger  banks  ahead  of  every­

one  e l se ,  bu t  wi th  th i s  i t  wi l l  p robably  reduce  the  need  for  branches  and  

wi l l  hopefu l ly  reduce  cos ts .  Wi th  th i s  new development  of  e lec t ronics  in  

banking ,  i t  wi l l  make  i t  much eas ie r  for  people  to  compete  wi th  the  b igger  

11 
banks .  The  aggress ive  rura l  bank  wi l l  cont inue  to  grow and prosper .  

But  the  smal l ,  non  aggress ive  independent  bank  wi l l  be  on  i t s  way out ,  

12 
jus t  as  the  smal l  g rocery  s tores  have  been  main ly  phased  out .  

REVOLUTIONS IN BANKING 

Through the  years ,  bank  des igns  have  undergone  a  ser ies  of  

qu ie t  revolu t ions ,  wi th  the  ne t  resu l t  tha t  they  a re  no  longer  the  so lemn 

places  tha t  they  once  were .  F i r s t  of  a l l  banks  have  changed  the i r  s ta tus  

f rom t rad i t iona l  to  non- t rad i t iona l .  Banks  were  among the  f i r s t  Amer-



Fig .  20 .  In te r io r .  Scha l t e rha i l e .  de r  Pos tbank  in  Wein .  F ig .  21 .  Sec t ion .  S tad t s  Parkasse  
Ot to  Wagner .  Wupper taL ,  Germany .  

ican bui ld ing types  for  which c lass ica l  revival  s ty les  were  es tabl ished.  

For  ins tance ,  Benaj imin LaTrobe 's  1801 Bank of  Pennsylvania  and Wil l iam 

Str ickland 's  1824 Bank of  the  Uni ted  Sta tes ,  both  in  Phi ladelphia ,were  ex­

cel lent  examples  of  th is .  This  t radi t ion  was  broken for  banks ,  as  for  

a l l  bui ld ing types  in  the  ear ly  days  of  the  modern movement ,  most  not­

ably  by Louis  Sul l ivan in  h is  ser ies  of  smal l  banks  he  des igned in  the  

midwest .  Bank des ign remained re la t ively  conservat ive  for  many years .  

Only  recent ly  have des igners  fe l t  the  s ty l i s t ic  f reedom in  bank des ign 

that  they have long associa ted  wi th  other  bui ld ing types .  

From this  t rans i t ion  banks  have become much larger  and much 

more  complex.  With  the  pas t  growth of  banks  as  a  reminder  of  growing 

pains  to  come,  the  banks  are  now choosing ext remely  open in ter ior  plans .  

For  maximum f lexibi l i ty ,  moveable  work s ta t ions  are  divided by par t i ­

t ions  and plants .  Within  these  large  fac i l i t ies ,  somet imes  80 s tor ies  

ta l l ,  s ignage is  of ten  needed to  provide  for  maximum eff ic iency.  These  

s igns  help  d i rec t  t raf f ic  and cus tomers  to  the  renta l  of f ices  and businesses  

usual ly  located  wi th in  the  s t ructure .  



Fig .  22 .  Front .  U.S .  Mint .  S t r ick land.  F ig ,  23 .  Front .  Manufac turer ' s  Trus t  Bank.  

New York .  S .  O.  M 1954.  

With  the  growth  of  the  s t ruc tures ,  banks  have  changed  the i r  f loor  

p lans  based  on  the i r  own convenience  to  p lans  based  on  the  cus tomers  

convenience .  Hidden  of f icers  have  become more  v is ib le .  Once  p laced  

in  pr iva te  rooms,  banking  of f icers  a re  now commonly  on  d isp lay .  Some­

t imes  the i r  "p la t form" i s  s l igh t ly  ra i sed ,  o r  somet imes  indica ted  by  a  

change  of  f loor ing .  

The  revolu t ion  of  the  f loor  p lan  was  grea t ly  a ided  by  the  most  bas ic  

change  of  a l l ,  f rom an  emphas is  on  secur i ty  to  an  emphas is  on  serv ice .  

In  S .  O.  M.  ' s  1954 des ign  for  the  Manufac turers  Hanover  Trus t  Company,  

even  the  vaul t  became v is ib le ,  on ly  a  pane  of  g lass  separa t ing  i t  f rom 

the  s t ree t .  In  th i s  work  a  new openness  en tered  bank des ign  tha t  has  

never  le f t  i t .  

Las t ly ,  many banks  of  today  honor  and  enr ich  the i r  envi ronment .  The  

bui ld ing  i t se l f  i s  no t  enough in  a  lo t  of  cases  and  th i s  i s  a  f ine  way to  

enhance .  In  many cases ,  the  addi t ion  of  cour tyards  and  p lazas  he lp  

provide  an  exc i t ing  v isua l  counterpar t  to  the i r  spec i f ic  downtown a rea .  



In  o rder  to  add in te res t ,  changing  leve ls ,  l a rge  p lan ters ,  and  

decora t ive  outdoor  l igh t ing  a re  used  to  produce  th is  des i red  ef fec t .  

Through a l l  of  these  revolu t ions  in  the  banking  des ign ,  the  banking  

s t ruc ture  has  re ta ined  i t s  bas ic  image  or  symbol  wi th  which  people  can  

s t i l l  r eca l l  and  re la te  to .  

BANK IMAGERY 

Like  images  for  s tores  and  shops ,  images  for  banks  car ry  a  

spec ia l  message  about  the  bus iness  t ransac ted .  But  a  bank ' s  message  

i s  a  more  ser ious  mat te r .  I f  i t  i s  e i ther  too  l ibera l  o r  too  conserva­

t ive ,  i t  wi l l  no t  t e l l  cus tomers  what  they  want  to  know;  tha t  the i r  bank  

i s  p rogress ive  and  i s  -  a t  the  same t ime -  tak ing  the  bes t  poss ib le  

care  of  the i r  money.  

"Money,  conserva t i sm,  and  p in  s t r iped  su i t s  have  t rad i t iona l ly  

been  synonymous  wi th  banking ,  an  image  bui l t  in  marb le  co lumned 

13" 
ro tundas  wi th  Greek  templed  facades .  The  banking  image  i s  re la ­

t ive ly  the  same except  tha t  the  charac te r  has  changed  dras t ica l ly .  

Imagery  in  banking  a l so  c rea tes  the  sense  of  power  and  secur i ty .  

Throughout  the  h i s tory  of  banking  the  s t ruc tures  have  taken  on  the  



forms  of  anc ien t  t reasur ies  and  the  s ty le  of  the  Par thaneon,  The  bui ld­

ings  were  of  marb le  and  s tone  tha t  re f lec ted  a  sense  of  so l id i ty .  People  

l iked  th i s  image  because  they  ins t inc t ive ly  fe l t  tha t  the i r  money and  asse ts  

were  safe  in  fami l ia r  a rch i tec tura l  symbol ic  forms .  

The  vaul t  genera tes  probably  the  one  grea tes t  image .  Vaul t s  

have  fasc ina ted  the  publ ic  for  cen tur ies  and  the  s t rength ,  power ,  a rd  

charac te r  tha t  they  exempl i fy  i s  g rea t .  "A bank ' s  image  should  be  

open ,  f r iendly ,  warm,  and  unimpos ing;  a  minimum of  obs t ruc t ions  

be tween the  cus tomer  and  the  bank  representa t ive  who serves  h im.  1 1  
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Fig .  24 .  P lace  des  Vosyes .  Par is  

LANDSCAPE 
One of  the  g rea t  cu l tura l  asse ts  of  our  t ime i s  tha t  we  have  

more  oppor tuni ty  to  en joy  the  landscape  a t  l e i sure  than  ever  before .  

At  the  same t ime,  though,  we  seem to  be  more  and  more  involved  in  

a  h ighly  d i rec ted  way of  l i fe  -  one  which  does  not  a l low for  an  in te ­

gra ted  approach  to  the  th ings  we want  to  en joy .  Evidence  of  th i s  can  

be  obta ined  f rom the  p ic tor ia l  images  of  the  landscape  wi th  which  we 

sur round ourse lves .  These  represent  the  envi ronment  tha t  we  wish  

to  main ta in .  However ,  they  do  not  ex is t  in  rea l i ty .  They  a re  only  

in te rpre ta t ions  of  the  a rche typica l ,  unrea l  landscapes  which  we would  

l ike  to  exper ience .  

The  landscape  tha t  we  see  around us  today  i s  sc reened  f rom 

pas t  exper iences  or  consc ious ly  remembered  f rom beforehand.  In  

th i s  contex t ,  l andscape  never  has  one  s ing le  in te rpre ta t ion :  there  

a re  a lways  addi t iona l  l eve ls  of  meaning ,  of ten  due  to  the  unexpec ted  



Fig .  25 .  Landscape .  Beaudeser t .  F ig .  26 .  Founta in .  Andre  ie  Nor te .  Versa i l les .  1700 

!  umphry T.epton .  

qua l i t i e s  o f  a  ce r t a in  v i s t a .  Landscape  i s  a  method  fo r  e s tab l i sh ing  

bo th  con t inu i ty  and  a  sense  of  i den t i ty  wi th in  the  env i ronment ,  bu t  

the  d i f f i cu l ty  wi th  these  unexpec ted  qua l i t i e s  i s  tha t  they  l end  them­

se lves  to  a l l  k inds  o f  h igh ly  pe r sona l i zed  in te rp re ta t ions .  

Approach ing  a  des ign  so lu t ion  fo r  a  l andscape  p ro jec t ,  a  ve ry  

e f fec t ive  method  concerns  pe rcep tua l  psycho logy .  Th i s  migh t  s t a r t  

wi th  a  sea rch  fo r  mean ing  tha t  peop le  appo in t  to  the  o rd ina ry  th ings  

a round  them -  those  th ings  tha t  a re  par t  o f  the i r  everyday  l ives ,  and  

which  a l so  have  some k ind  of  connec t ion  wi th  the  l andscape  o r  na tu re .  

But  to  a  few,  l andscape  -  the  phys ica l  fo rm of  the  env i ronment  -  i s  

the  p roduc t  of  a  complex  sys tem of  in te rac t ions .  For  mos t  though ,  

i t  i s  a  pas to r i a l  idea .  

REGIONALISM 
The  mean ing  of  the  t e rm seems  to  sp read  and  touch  on  a l l  tha t  

man  i s  and  be l i eves  in ,  a s  a  c rea tu re  of  h i s  own env i ronment .  Arch i -



tec ture  i s  a  ref lec t ion of  man 's  longing for  order  and for  adjus tment  

to  h is  natura l  surroundings ,  has  a lways  been regional  in  i t s  essence  

and character .  

The geography or  c l imate  i s  not  representa t ive  of  the  people ,  

and s ince  archi tec ture  i s  crea ted  by and for  people ,  the  unique values  

and bel iefs  of  the  people  of  a  region are  equal ly  as  impor tant  to  the  

unders tanding of  regional  character is t ics .  In  the  pas t  i t  has  been 

most ly  a  communal  ar t ,  not  produced by a  few in te l lec tuals  or  specia l ­

i s ts ,  but  by  the  spontaneous  and cont inuing ac t iv i ty  of  a  whole  people  

wi th  a  common her i tage ,  ac t ing under  a  communi ty  of  exper ience .  

His tory  and cul tura l  her i tage  play  an  important  ro le  in  the  con­

cept .  The old  forms which const i tu te  what  we ca l l  regional ism ex-

15 press  the  more  serene  t imes  of  the  pas t .  

In  Montana for  example  -  due to  the  c l imate  and ter ra in  and the  d is ­

tance  between the  communi t ies  there  were  of ten  i sola ted  ent i t ies  



and the i r  a rch i tec ture  took  on  a  fee l ing  of  s t rength ,  secur i ty  and  suf -

16 
f ic iency .  The  genera l  charac te r  of  the  people ,  the i r  d i s t inc t ive  qua l i ty  

of  l i fe ,  and  the  h i s tory  and  cu l tura l  her i tage  of  a  reg ion;  these  a re  

fac tors  which  co l lec t ive ly  c rea te  a  more  comple te  image  of  a  reg ion .  

I t  now seems hard  to  admi t  tha t  i t  i s  no  longer  easy  to  achieve  

beauty  by  the  same way in  which  o ld  soc ie t ies  d id ,  because  there  i s  no  

longer  a  sca le  of  un i ty  which  wi l l  a l low i t .  Now we have  a  la rger  and  

more  d i f f icu l t  o rder  to  achieve ,  and  our  sp i r i t  wi l l  sh ine  through only  

i f  we  a re  t rue  to  ourse lves  and  never  forge t  i t  i s  man tha t  we  must  

serve .  

"Noth ing  i s  exper ienced  by  i t se l f ,  bu t  a lways  in  re la t ion  to  i t s  

sur roundings ,  the  sequence  of  events  lead ing  up  to  i t ,  the  memory  

17 
of  pas t  exper iences .  "  
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Fig. 27. Kalispeil, Montana. Downtown. 1915 

PAST, PRESENT, FUTURE 
The his tor ica l  values  and character  of  Kai ispel l  has  a  great  

ef fec t  on  my thoughts  and on my in i t ia l  des ign concepts .  Using the  

h is tor ica l  values  of  the  c i ty  f rom i ts  in i t ia l  beginnings  and format ion 

I  can bet ter  comprehend the  reasons  for  i t s  exis tence  and i t s  growth.  

With  th is  in t roduct ion in  mind,  the  h is tory  of  Kai ispel l  and the  sur­

rounding area  began many,  many years  ago.  

The mel t ing of  the  Ple is tocene Glacia l  Per iod brought  about  the  

exis tence  of  animals  and plants .  Through the  development  of  the  fo l ­

iage  and wi ld l i fe  man began inhabi t ing the  a rea  3000 to  5000 years  ago,  

migra t ing f rom areas  to  the  south  and west  which had escaped glac ia-

18 
t ion .  

When the  whi te  man came,  the  area  was  encompassed by the  

Kai ispel l  Indians  wi th  the  Upper  Kootenai  Tr ibe  to  the  eas t ,  the  Sal ish  

to  the  south  and the  Blackfeet  to  the  eas t .  The ter r i tor ies  of  these  

27 



Fig.  28.  Main Street ,  Kai ispelL,  Montana.  1915.  

t r ibes  over lapped  f rom t ime to  t ime.  

The  la te  a r r iva l  of  the  whi te  man to  th i s  nor thwes tern  a rea  was  

not  due  to  the  mounta in  bar r ie rs  but  to  the  ex t reme hos t i l i ty  of  the  

Blackfee t  Ind ians  to  the  eas t .  

In  1807 David  Thompson of  the  Nor thwes t  Trading  Company was  

the  f i r s t  whi te  man to  v iew the  reg ion , ,  

The  d iscovery  of  go ld  in  1858 brought  miners  to  the  cent ra l  

por t ions  of  the  s ta te  and  la te r  in  the  1870 ' s  and  80 ' s  came to  the  

19  
F la thead  Val ley  for  mining .  

Wi th  the  comple t ion  of  the  Nor thern  Pac i f ic  Rai lway through 

Western  Montana  in  1882,  the  inf lux  of  se t t le rs  began .  

Wi th  the  increas ing  se t t lement  of  Kal i spe l l  and  the  F la thead  

Val ley  more  f in i shed  lumber  was  in  demand.  The  f i r s t  saw mi l l  in  

the  va l ley  was  bui l t  in  1884,  near  Foy ' s  Lake ,  and  shor t ly  a f te r  many 

more  went  in to  product ion .  

Demersvi l le ,  about  f ive  mi les  eas t  of  the  present  town of  



Fig.  29.  Main Street ,  Kaiispeil ,  Montana.  1915. 

Kal ispe l l  was  founded in  1887.  I t  was  loca ted  on  the  bank  of  the  F la t ­

head  River  and  much t rad ing  and  logging  occurred  down and  a long  the  

r iver .  This  was  the  beginning  of  Modern  Day Kal i spe l l .  I t  l a te r  

moved c loser  to  the  ra i lway which  now d iv ides  the  town.  

Montana ' s  lumber  indus t ry  of  th i s  per iod  was  enhanced  t remen­

dous ly  by  the  coming of  the  t ranscont inenta l  ra i l roads ,  the  boom in  

the  s i lver  and  copper  mining  indus t r ies ,  and  then  the  consequent  

popula t ion  inf lux .  The  grea tes t  impetus  to  the  loca l  lumber ing  indus­

t ry  was  the  Grea t  Nor thern  Rai l road ,  which  was  cons t ruc ted  through 

2 0  
Kal ispe l l  in  1892.  

In  the  fa l l  of  1890,  cons t ruc t ion  of  the  Grea t  Nor thern  Rai l road  had  

c rossed  the  main  range  of  the  mounta ins  to  the  eas t  and  was  progress ing  

down the  middle  fork  of  the  F la thead  River .  Ear ly  in  1891 the  rush  of  

se t t le rs  began 0  The town began  to  boom and the  c i ty  of  Kal i spe l l  was  

incorpora ted  in  Apr i l  1892.  F la thead  County  was  c rea ted  in  1893 f rom 

a  par t  of  MLissoula  County ,  and  Kal i spe l l  became the  permanent  county  

29  



Fig .  30 .  Main  St ree t ,  Kal i spe lL,  Montana .  L977.  

sea t  in  1894.  Kal i spe l l ' s  name was  der ived  f rom the  Indian  word  

21  
'Ca l i spe l ' ,  meaning  the  pra i r ie  o r  grass  land  above  the  lake .  

Glac ie r  Nat iona l  Park  was  se t  as ide  as  a  publ ic  park  by  a  congres­

s iona l  ac t  in  1910.  I t  i s  loca ted  34  mi les  eas t  of  Kal i spe l l .  Inf luenced  

by  cons t ruc t ion  of  the  Hungry  Horse  Dam,  F la thead  Val ley  has  deve l ­

oped  cons iderably  in  the  for t ies  and  ear ly  f i f t i es .  Cons t ruc t ion  of  the  

Anaconda  Aluminum Company p lan t  nor theas t  of  Columbia  Fa l l s  fo l ­

lowed.  The  work  involved  in  the  cons t ruc t ion  of  Hungry  Horse  Dam 

and the  a luminum plan t  he lped  the  va l ley  to  prosper ;  and  many of  the  

F la thead  communi t ies  expanded.  

THE CITYSCAPE 

Kal ispe l l ' s  skyl ine  represents  a  par t  of  Montana ' s  g lor ious  pas t .  

In  th i s  c i ty  l i es  a  cont inui ty  of  bo th  o ld  and  new,  b lended  toge ther  to  

c rea te  an  in te res t ing  c i tyscape .  The  facades  cons is t  main ly  of  b r ick ,  

s tone ,  concre te ,  and  g lass  and  he lp  to  charac te r ize  the  pas t  e ra  a long  

30  
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Fig.  31.  Main Street ,  Kal ispel l ,  Montana.  1980.  Fig.  32.  Kal ispel l  Redevelopment Plan.  

Kal ispel l ,  Montana.  1977.  

with  the  growing  pa ins  of  an  expanding  communi ty  of  the  fu ture .  Many 

s tores  and  shops  have  a t tempted  to  modern ize  the i r  s toref ronts  and  in  

some cases  redes igned  the i r  back  ent r ies , ,  In  a  few cases  th is  rede­

velopment  process  was  not  too  successfu l ly  done .  Yet  fo r  the  most  

par t ,  the  addi t ions  and  changes  he lped  the  un i ty  of  the  c i tyscape .  

Main  S t ree t ,  the  cent ra l  core  and  cent ra l  s t ree t  of  the  c i ty  has  the  

o ldes t  s t ruc tures  in  the  town p laced  ad jacent  to  i t .  Most  of  the  bui ld­

ings  were  erec ted  be tween 1905 -  1920 so  tha t  th i s  represents  a  very  

uni form and  cons tan t  skyl ine .  

Br ick  or  s tone  l in te l  and  parape t  de ta i l ing  were  deve loped  to  grea t  

ex ten ts  in  the  town ye t  in  many cases  today  have  been  a l te red  or  com­

ple te ly  e l imina ted  f rom the  s t ruc tures .  Many of  these  de ta i l s  were  

beaut i fu l ly  done  and  the i r  loss  i s  very  much missed  by  many of  the  

townspeople .  

From th is  de ta i l ing  only  one  bank bui ld ing  in  the  main  downtown 

area  rea l ly  f i t s  in to  the  c i tyscape .  This  i s  main ly  chosen  for  the  use  



of  mater ia l s .  The  bui ld ing  i s  the  Val ley  Bank and  l ies  on  the  corner  

of  F i r s t  Avenue  West  and  Thi rd  S t ree t .  I t s  b r ick  facade  seems to  

b lend  very  wel l  wi th  the  ex is t ing  bui ld ings  a round i t .  Most  of  the  

o ther  banks  have  e i ther  concre te  or  marble  facades  and  they  s tand  

out  very  eas i ly  f rom the  sur rounding  bui ld ings .  One  o ther  bank  in  

town represents  the  reg iona l i ty  of  the  a rea  by  the  use  of  an  "A"  f rame 

type  wooden s t ruc ture .  This  reg iona l  a rch i tec ture  works  wel l  in  th i s  

contex t  bu t  the  s t ruc ture  does  not  l i e  wi th in  the  reaches  of  the  c i ty-

scape .  The  bank l ies  out  eas t  of  town,  bu t  i t  does  f i t  very  wel l  among 

i t s  res ident ia l  ne ighbors .  But  th i s  bank  does  not  re f lec t  the  image  

tha t  I  want  in  my bank.  This  bui ld ing  does  not  re f lec t  in  any  way,  the  

charac te r  of  a  s t rong  and  powerfu l  movement  of  which  banks  used  to  

be .  Yet  th i s  s t ruc ture  could  be  a  denta l  c l in ic ,  of f ice ,  o r  a  c lo th ing  

s tore .  

Wi th in  my s t ruc ture  I  would  cons ider  the  use  of  concre te ,  b r ick ,  

s tone ,  and  wood for  the  ex ter ior  wi th  marble ,  wood,  and  concre te  on  



the  in te r ior . ,  These  mater ia l s  lend  themselves  to  the  reg iona l i ty  of  

the  a rea ,  the  c i tyscape ,  and  in  some respec ts ,  to  the  h i s tor ica l  p re­

cedence  of  the  bui ld ing  type .  

KALISPELL REDEVELOPMENT PLAN 

From Taylor /Thon & Assoc ia tes  of  Kal i spe l l ,  Montana  

Cent ra l  Bus iness  Dis t r ic t  

The  Cent ra l  Bus iness  Dis t r ic t  i s  bounded by  Second Avenue  West  

and  the  a l leyway be tween F i rs t  and  Second Avenues  Eas t ;  and  by  Center  

S t ree t  and  Four th  S t ree t .  This  a rea  has  h is tor ica l ly  captured  a  la rge  

share  of  the  t rade  a rea  dol la r ;  in  compar ison  goods ,  as  much as  80  per ­

cent  of  Kai i spe l l ' s  share .  

Downtown Kai i spe l l ' s  growth  poten t ia l  i s  ev idenced  by  an  ever  in ­

creas ing  popula t ion  and  ef fec t ive  buying  income and can  be  achieved  by  

meet ing  two bas ic  condi t ions .  F i r s t ,  s t imula t ive  ac t ion  to  improve  the  

CBD should  be  in i t ia ted  immedia te ly  to  counterac t  new out ly ing  shopping  

center  deve lopment .  Second,  th i s  ac t ion  must  be  par t  of  a  comprehen-
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Fig.  34.  Kal ispel l  Redevelopment  Plan.  

Fig.  33.  New Building.  Kal ispel l ,  Montana.  1980.  Kal ispel l ,  Montana.  19 

s ive  improvement  program which  has  the  ac t ive  suppor t  of  the  people  

of  Kal i spe l l ,  the  Ci ty  government ,  and  downtown bus inessmen and  pro­

per ty  owners .  

Some of  th i s  ac t ion  i s  cur ren t ly  be ing  under taken  by  the  communi ty .  

New cons t ruc t ion  of  bo th  pr iva te  and  publ ic  bu i ld ings  i s  enhancing  the  

CBD.  Also ,  Kal i spe l l  recent ly  rece ived  voter  approval  for  i ssu ing  

park ing  revenue  bonds  by  a  two to  one  margin .  Other  p ro jec ts  such  as  

hous ing  rehabi l i ta t ion  and  redevelopment  a re  a l so  under  way in  a reas  

near  the  CBD.  

Space  Pro jec t ions  -  Year  2000 

Core  Area  

The  Core  Area  l ies  wi th in  the  CBD and i s  bounded by  F i r s t  Avenues  

Eas t  and  West  and  by  Center  and  Four th  S t ree ts .  At  p resent ,  the  Core  

Area  conta ins  about  781 ,  000  square  fee t  of  f loor  space .  About  75  per ­

cent  of  th i s  i s  in  commerc ia l  uses .  Space  requi rements  for  1990 a re  

es t imated  a t  1 ,  051 ,  000  square  fee t  and  for  the  year  2000 a t  1 ,  234 ,  000  

square  fee t .  These  pro jec t ions  a re  based  on  sa les  poten t ia l s  and  assume 
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Fig.  35.  Kai ispel l  Redevelopment  Plan.  
Fig.  36.  Redevelopment  Plan.  

Kai ispel l ,  Montana.  1977.  

a  success fu l  downtown  deve lopmen t  gea red  to  a t t r ac t  a  g rea t e r  p ropor ­

t ion  o f  t he  t r ade  a rea  do l l a r , ,  

Re ta i l  and  Of f i ce  Space  

Re ta i l  f l oo r  space  in  the  Core  Area  now accoun t s  fo r  abou t  47  pe r ­

cen t  o f  t o t a l  g ros s  f loo r  a rea .  Th i s  amoun t s  t o  367 ,  000  squa re  f ee t .  

Of f i ce  space  r equ i r emen t s  a re  a t  99 ,  000  and  pub l i c  and  semi -pub l i c  u ses  

occupy  127 ,  000  squa re  f ee t .  Toge the r ,  t hese  uses  accoun t  fo r  76  pe r ­

cen t  o f  t he  to t a l  g ros s  f loo r  space  in  the  Core  Area .  A  min imum of  an  

add i t iona l  205 ,  000  squa re  f ee t  w i l l  be  r equ i r ed  by  1990  i n  t hese  ca t e ­

gor i e s  and  by  the  yea r  2000 ,  ano the r  223 ,  440  squa re  f ee t .  

Se rv ices  

Gross  f loo r  space  r equ i r emen t s  fo r  s e rv i ces  in  t he  Core  Area  a re  

approx ima te ly  60 ,  000  squa re  f ee t ,  o r  7 .7  pe rcen t .  Th i s  pe rcen tage  

shou ld  no t  i nc rease  a s  se rv ice  type  uses  a r e  g iven  p re fe rence  in  the  

a rea  ad jacen t  t o  t he  Core  Area  where  they  wi l l  bene f i t  f rom improved  

t r a f f i c  pa t t e rns  and  c i r cu la t ion .  



Fig .  37 .  Kal ispei l  in  the  fu ture .  F ig .  38 .  Redevelopment  P lan .  

Hote l s  and  Mote l s  

Core  Area  ho te l  space  i s  min imal  a t  p resen t .  About  14 ,  000  square  

fee t  a re  incorpora ted  in  the  s ing le  ho te l  in  the  Core  Area .  New motor -

ho te l  type  fac i l i t i e s  can  be  expec ted  to  emerge  in  the  Core  Area .  

Park ing  Fac i l i t i e s  

Of f - s t ree t  pa rk ing  fac i l i t i e s  wi l l  be  needed  in  a  redeve loped  down­

town Kal i spe i l .  A  recen t  pa rk ing  s tudy  showed  a  s ign i f i can t  pa rk ing  de ­

f ic iency  in  the  downtown a rea .  As  a  remedy ,  the  vo te r s  of  the  Ci ty  o f  

Ka l i spe i l  r ecen t ly  approved  the  use  of  pa rk ing  revenues  fo r  pa rk ing  im­

provements  and  the  downtown bus inessmen  a re  tak ing  s t eps  to  c rea te  a  

park ing  Spec ia l  Improvement  Dis t r i c t .  Th i s  p rogram ca l l s  fo r  the  im­

media te  cons t ruc t ion  of  600  pa rk ing  spaces  wi th  fu r the r  cons t ruc t ion  to  

t ake  p lace  in  the  near  fu tu re .  

Des ign  Concep t  

The  Kal i spe i l  Redeve lopment  P lan ' s  des ign  concep t  p rov ides  a  func­

t iona l  deve lopment  pa t t e rn  tha t  s t r eng thens  Ka l i spe i l ' s  pos i t ion  as  the  

hear t  o f  nor thwes t  Montana .  Bas ic  des ign  c r i t e r i a  of  concen t ra t ion ,  
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Fig.  39. Intersection of Main and Idaho in the future.  Fig.  40. Redevelopment Plan. 

conven ience ,  cen t ra l i ty ,  ease  of  access ,  and  d ivers i ty  o f  func t ion  com­

bine  to  bu i ld  the  Redeve lopment  P lan .  

The  P lan ' s  des ign  concep t  g roups  ac t iv i t i e s  in  a  ba lanced  pa t t e rn .  

Spec ia l  a reas  main ta in  a  des i rab le  concen t ra t ion  of  ac t iv i t i e s  comple ­

menta ry  to  the  bas ic  func t ion  of  t he  CBD,  the  ra i l road  r igh t -o f -way ,  the  

res iden t ia l  a rea ,  and  the  Communi ty  Col lege .  A  wel l -de f ined  Core  Area  

i s  bounded  by  spec ia l  func t iona l  a reas ,  which  fo rm anchors  to  encourage  

concen t ra t ion  of  Core  Area  ac t iv i t i e s  in  a  compac t  and  conven ien t ly  s i zed  

merchandis ing  and  bus iness  cen te r .  Ind iv idua l  anchor  a reas  prov ide  s i t e s  

fo r  func t ions  which  u t i l i ze  the i r  loca t ion  fo r  the  mos t  e f fec t ive  and  con­

ven ien t  opera t ion .  

The  Core  Area  wi l l  se rve  as  the  foca l  po in t  fo r  comple te  re ta i l  shop­

p ing  and  se rv ices  wi th in  Ka l i spe l l ' s  r e ta i l  marke t  a rea .  I t  wi l l  con ta in  

major  r e ta i l ,  o f f i ce ,  ho te l ,  en te r t a inment ,  and  res tauran t  f ac i l i t i e s  o r i ­

en ted  more  to  the  pedes t r i an  shopper  and  bus inessmen  than  to  the  d r ive r .  

Of f - s t ree t  pa rk ing  fac i l i t i e s  a re  p lanned  fo r  easy  and  conven ien t  move-
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Fig. 41. Redevelopment Plan. Fig. 42. Kalispell .  1980. 

ment  to  and  f rom Core  Area  re ta i l e r s  and  of f i ces , ,  Sur face  and  overhead  

pedes t r i an  concourses  connec t  pa rk ing  and  shopping  fac i l i t i e s  to  accen t  

the  Core  Area ' s  appea l  to  the  pedes t r i an .  

Spec ia l  anchor  a rea ,  loca ted  to  enhance  the i r  func t iona l  e f fec t ive ­

ness  and  to  encourage  the  deve lopment  of  a  compac t  cen t ra l  Core  in ­

c lude  :  

1 .  A  Suppor t  Commerc ia l  Area  fo r  c i ty  cen te r  se rv ices ,  thorough­
fa re  commerc ia l ,  and  d r ive r  o r ien ted  shops .  

2 .  A  Res iden t ia l  and  Off ice  Area  fo r  low- to .  h igh-dens i ty  down­

town res iden t ia l  deve lopment  and  fo r  low-  and  h igh- r i se  o f f i ce  
deve lopment .  

3 .  A  Communi ty  Col lege  Campus  fo r  a  major  educa t iona l  f ac i l i ty  
nea r  the  Core  Area  and  h igh-dens i ty  apar tments .  

4 .  A  Spec ia l  Commerc ia l  Area  fo r  the  deve lopment  o f  commerc ia l  
ac t iv i t i e s  which  enhance  o ther  commerc ia l  uses  and  buf fe r  ad­
jo in ing  res iden t ia l  uses .  

5 .  An  Indus t r i a l -Commerc ia l  Area  fo r  deve lopment  o f  l igh t - indus ­
t r i a l  heavy-commerc ia l ,  and  warehous ing  type  uses .  

6 .  A  Communi ty  Bus iness  Area  to  p rov ide  fo r  the  g rowth  and  de ­
ve lopment  of  commerc ia l  ac t iv i ty  a l ready  loca ted  the re .  



Fig .  43 .  Redevelopment  P lan .  

7 .  A  Res iden t ia l  Apar tment  d i s t r i c t  to  p rov ide  fo r  deve lopment  of  

low- ,  medium- ,  and  h igh-dens i ty  apar tments .  

8 .  A  Low Dens i ty  Res iden t ia l  Area  re ta in ing  a  h igh  qua l i ty  l i f e  
s ty le  and  he r i t age  of  ea r ly  Kal i spe l l .  

Conven ien t  access  to  the  Cen t ra l  Bus iness  Dis t r i c t  i s  p rov ided  by  an  

ou te r  t r a f f i c  sys tem,  which  d i s t r ibu tes  t r a f f i c  to  an  in te rna l  sys tem.  

Through  t r a f f i c  i s  encouraged  to  use  the  ou te r  sys tem,  which  avo ids  the  

Core  Area  

KALISPELL DOWNTOWN REDEVELOPMENT PLAN 

The  Core  Area  

Proposed  Core  Area  deve lopment  p rese rves  ex i s t ing  concen t ra t ion  

of  ma jor  shops  and  o f f i ces  whi le  encourag ing  g rea te r  a t t r ac t iveness ,  

conven ience ,  and  redeve lopment .  

Acc iden t  hazards  and  annoying  de lays  a t  busy  cen t ra l  in te r sec t ions  

wi l l  be  r educed .  Th i s  pa t t e rn  pe rmi t s  the  deve lopment  o f  four  two-b lock  

t ra f f i c - f ree  zones ,  which  make  up  the  Core .  Tra f f i c  i s  rou ted  a round  

the  t r a f f i c - f ree  zones .  Cen te r  S t ree t ,  Second  S t ree t ,  Four th  S t ree t ,  
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Fig .  44.  Redevelopment  P lan .  Fig .  45.  Kal i spe lL  in  the  future .  

Firs t  Avenue  West ,  and  F i rs t  Avenue  Eas t  wi l l  p rovide  for  in te rna l  c i r ­

cula t ion .  Mul t i -decked  park ing  fac i l i t i es  wi th in  the  Core  and  sa te l l i t e  

sur face  lo t s  wi l l  p rovide  ample ,  convenient  park ing .  As  th i s  deve lop­

ment  occurs ,  the  Core  Area  wi l l  become a  more  h ighly  organized ,  func­

t iona l ,  and  convenient  p lace  to  shop .  

Twin  ornamenta l  parks  jus t  nor th  of  the  Core  wi l l  p rovide  an  in te r ­

es t ing  and  aes the t ic  en t ry  in to  the  Core  Area .  The  cent ra l  ax is  of  the  

Core  wi l l  fea ture  an  improved  Main  S t ree t  wi th  landscaped ,  ex tended  

pedes t r ian  concourses  a long  e i ther  s ide^  in  addi t ion  t ra f f ic - f ree  zones  

a re  p lanned , ,  This  would  be  accompl ished  by  the  c rea t ion  of  four  two-

block  superb locks  composed  of  the  e ight  ex is t ing  b locks  bounded by  

Center  and  Four th  S t ree ts  and  by  F i r s t  Avenue  Eas t  and  West .  As  the  

superb locks  develop ,  they  wi l l  be  accompanied  by  overhead  walkways  

and  wi l l  fea ture  a t t rac t ive  p lan t ings  and  sur face  mater ia l s ,  a reas  for  

product  d i sp lay  and  fash ion  shows,  tour i s t ,  adver t i s ing ,  and  informa­

t ion  booths ,  and  so  on .  The  need  for  of f - s t ree t  park ing  accompanying  

superb lock  development  cannot  be  overemphas ized .  
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LOCATION 

Kalispeil ,  the County seat  of Flathead County,  is  the Trade Center  

of Northwest  Montana,  and is  located at  the junction of U.S.  Highways 

93 and 2.  Located at  2,  959 feet  above sea level  in the middle of the 

Flathead Valley,  Kalispeil  is  the Western Gateway to Glacier  National  

Park,  just  7 miles north of Flathead Lake and 17 miles south of Big 

Mountain Ski  Resort  at  Whitefish,  Montana.  Kalispeil1  s surrounding 

forest-covered mountains and lakes and s treams have made this  area 

a vacation paradise in the midst  of the Rocky Mountain West .  



ON SITE STRUCTURES 

H'37 GF1-C2 i lAViYiJhS U FICS located to the 

THE SITE 
The si te  on which my building wil l  s tand is  located on the inter­

sect ion of First  Avenue West  and Second Street  West .  This  area is  a  

part  of  a  redevelopment plan that  wil l  be inst igated within the next  ten 

years.  This  area is  in a  very poor condit ion and this  complex would 

be an ideal  means of helping spear heading the redevelopment project .  

A local  banker in town told me that  this  s i te  would be sui ted very 

nicely for  a  banking faci l i ty mainly for  i ts  easy access and also that  i t  

would not  be located on the same block as another exist ing faci l i ty.  The 

area for  the bank,  plaza,  and required parking area is  of  ample magni­

tude and s ize to warrant  this  amount of space.  Yet  with this  s i te  I  can 

open up a  substantial  area of ground for  landscaping and public gather­

ing areas.  

The s i te  i tself  is  basical ly f lat  and problems with level  changes,  

pedestr ian and vehicular  traff ic  pat terns should be of no problem on 

this  s i te .  A lawyer 's  off ice and a  post  off ice to the south are the only 
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(EXISTING 
BUILDINGS 

SY 

® THi CJJ.OCiJhY & i A3Ki?r located to the west of the site on Second Ave. *fest 

mr, 

AD1C HACK located to the east o^ 

other  bui ld ings  lef t  on  the  s i te .  Views to  the  eas t  and south  are  poss i ­

ble  i f  a  three  s tory  s t ructure  were  to  be  created ,  o therwise  the  bui ld ing 

may want  to  be  turned inward to  fac i l i ta te  an  inward view.  

The bui ld ing that  surrounds  the  s i te  consis ts  of  a  grocery  s tore  

and some smal l  shops  to  the  west ;  a  t i re  shop,  an  e lder ly  housing com­

plex,  and some smal l  shops  to  the  nor th ;  and a  bank and smal l  radio  

s tore  to  the  eas t .  The s t ructures  are  in  fa i r  shape but  in  some ways  

help  lend to  the  towns revenue and commerce .  

With  th is  par t icular  s i te  the  vehicular  and pedes t r ian  t raf f ic  should  

and wi l l  be  separa ted .  To achieve  th is ,  the  s t ructure  should  be  located 

to  the  nor thern  most  par t  of  the  s i te  to  help  keep the  vehicular  c i rcula­

t ion away f rom the  corner .  The parking fac i l i ty  could  be  located  on 

Second Avenue West  to  help  separa te  the  two c i rcula t ions  in  th is  way the  

parking would  be  c lose  to  the  bui ld ing yet  h idden f rom the  main  thoroughfare  

of  F i rs t  Avenue West .  The dr ive- in  fac i l i ty  should  or  could  be  placed 

to  the  south  of  the  s t ructure  to  help  a l l ievia te  the  congest ion a t  the  in ter -
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second st w 

ITEI. 

SITE PLAN 
third st 

VAI1.5Y 3A'.rr located to the east of the site on First Ave. We st 

section.  The plaza could stnd should be located in front of the building 

and could continue through the bank as a part  of interior landscape. I  

think this would help bring a continuity to the si te,  the building and. to 

the entire area and in many ways relate back to the beauty of the 

Flathead Valley.  
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A-A looking south throufh the rite. 

EXISTING CONDITIONS 

Present ly  on  the  s i te  a re  loca ted  three  smal l  dec id ious  t rees ,  

min imal  g rass  a reas  to  the  nor th ,  a  few s t ree t  l igh ts  and  s ix  foot  wide  

s idewalks  a round the  per imeter .  There  i s  an  a l ley  tha t  runs  nor th  and  

south  through the  s i te  and  te rmina tes  wi th  the  Pos t  Off ice  bui ld ing  to  

the  south .  Power  poles  run  down th is  a l ley jhowever  these  could  be  eas  

removed and  the  l ines  be  p laced  underground.  This  a l ley  i s  present ly  

not  be ing  used  or  i t  i s  not  be ing  used  a t  any  grea t  ex ten t .  There  a re  

present ly  a  few smal l  bus inesses  on  the  b lock  but  these  wi l l  be  demol­

i shed  in  the  fu ture .  Three  of  the  ex is t ing  s t ruc tures  a re  condemned 

and  a re  to  be  torn  down in  the  near  fu ture .  

F i re  hydrants  a re  loca ted  on  the  south  end  of  the  b lock  and  the  

f i re station is located two blocks to the east. The structure which I 

am to  bui ld  can  ex tend  up  to  f ive  s tor ies  in  he ight  by  f i re  codes  and  

there  i s  present ly  no  se t  back  regula t ions .  The  a rea  i s  bas ica l ly  run  

down and  in  poor  shape  but  the  s i te  i s  in  pr ime loca t ion  for  a  banking  

fac i l i ty .  



Helena, t orta: It ate 

Precipitation (Inches of Water) 
Average 

J F M A M J 1 A S C) N D Total 

1.9 > 4 1  1.3 2.3 3.4 1.5 1.6 1.6 1.7 1.6 1.8 21.0 

Days with .5 

1 ! 1 !  i 1 1 1  3 1 1 1 1 11 

Snow & Sleet (Inches of Depth) 
Maximum total fall 

31 
i 

30! 17 11 1 2 0 0 0 0 I 1 10 31 108.0 

Average total fall 

20 ) " !  ~  
l 
; l 1 1 I" 

1 
i 0 » 1 

! " 1 7 17 61.1 

C'lUKCnt hWevelaflrent Tlsn Taylor' Thor. 4 Associates 

Average Temperature 

Average Maximum 

Extreme Maximum 

Average minimum 

Extreme minimum 

CLIMATE 

The climate of the Flathead Valley is  surprisingly mild for i ts  

lati tude and e l eva t i on  due principally t o  the influence of topographical  

features.  The Rocky Mountains to the east  form an effective barrier 

r>nld waves In addition to Flathead Lake, the to many severe winter cola wctve&. 

valley contains four smaller lakes,  three r ivers and numerous streams 

and sloughs.  This water surface tends to l imit  temperature extremes 

in both winter and summer.  

Temperature (Degree F) 

J 
22 ?7 32 43 52 58 64 63 54 44 33 26 

35 41 55 66 72 81 81 69 55 40 33 

5.3 56 68 80 89 96 08 98 91 80 63 51 

U 18 22 31 38 44 47 46 39 32 25 20 

-40 -33 -32 4 15 28 32 32 21 7 -30 -41 
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KAUSPELLI L BGEND 
1. Winter Solstice 5^ 
?. Summer Solstice 12P° 

200 10001 
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Solar Radiation 
The maximum elevation of the sun is significant For planning shade structures, 

roof overhangs, and window placement. Values of maximum solar elevation in 
Table 1 are given near the midpoint of each month. 

SC'JjiCEi Kails*: 1 RedeveJornent Plan Taylor/Thor i Associates Kails**?!. "t. 

Table 1 — Solar Elevation 
J F M A M J J O N D 

Maximum Solar Elevation 
(Degrees-minutes) 

21- 29- 40- 52- 61- 65- 63- 55- 44- 32- 23- 18-
01 40 16 07 04 22 16 19 29 57 07 35 

SOLAR 

The solar solstice in the winter on December 21 at 12:00 noon is 

54° and in the summer on June 21 at 12:00 noon is 128°. The solar 

angle on December 21 at noon is 17° and on June 21 at noon is 68 . 

Cloudy days in the winter and summer usually outnumber the clear days 

yet the temperatures are usually above the state averages because of 

the sheltering of the surrounding mountains. 
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Wind 

riUCVAH.INC WIND ESTIMATE (MIEES/HIl) 
Direction 

J F M A M J J A S O N t> 

W S\V S\V SW SW sw sw sw sw w vv w 
Speed 

— under 10 miles/hr 

3C'JriC&i Kalispell Hedevelornent Flan Taylor/Thon £ Associates ralisne.l. 

MAXIMUM WIND ESTIMATE (MILES/1IH) 

Most Probable 
Directions 

J F M A M J J A S O N D  

N'K NT. \K SW VAIUAHLE SW \E N'E NE 
SW SW SW SW SW SW 

Speed (MPH) 

55 55 50 45 40 -10 40 40 45 50 50 55 

WINDS 

The  winds  come main ly  f rom the  S» W.  the  year  round but  the  

s t ronges t  winds  come f rom Bad Rock Canyon to  the  N.  E .  These  winds  

f rom the  canyon somet imes  reach  ve loc i t ies  of  up  to  45  mi les  per  hour  

in  force .  The  win ter  s torms  in  the  win ter  usua l ly  come f rom the  

N.N.W.  or  f rom the  Pac i f ic  Ocean  to  the  West .  



Kal ispe l l  Water  Depar tment  

Two reservoi rs  provide  s torage  for  4 ,  500 ,  000  ga l lons  and  one  

s tandpipe  provides  capac i ty  of  100 ,  000  ga l lons .  Good qua l i ty  of  wel l  

water  under l ies  most  a reas  in  the  va l ley  a t  var ious  depths  f rom 300 

fee t .  Water  i s  c lass i f ied  as  medium hard  a t  9  to  13  gra ins  per  ga l lon .  

The  water  mains  run  down the  avenues  nor th  and  south  and  range  

in  s ize  f rom 8  inches  to  12  inches .  

Tota l  water  obta ined  one  day  -  16 ,  527 ,  900  ga l lons .  

Maximum water  obta ined  one  day  -  16 ,  527 ,  000  ga l lons  

Tota l  water  th rough meters  dur ing  the  year  -  668,  549 ,  600  ga l lons .  

Range  of  p ressure  on  mains  -  55  to  60  lbs .  
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Montana  Power  Company-

Montana  Power  Company i s  the  only  suppl ie r  of  gas  serv ice  in  

and  a round the  major  urban  a reas  of  the  F la thead  Val ley .  

The  gas  se rv ice  i s  p laced  under  two ca tegor ies ,  e i ther  res iden­

t ia l  o r  n o n - res ident ia l .  The  la t te r  i s  the  se rv ice  tha t  I  would  be  in te r ­

es ted  in .  This  se rv ice  inc ludes  l imi ted  commerc ia l ,  l imi ted  indus t r ia l ,  

mul t ip le  apar tment  bui ld ings  conta in ing  three  or  more  dwel l ing  uni t s  

se rved  through one  meter ,  and  o ther  non-  res ident ia l  se rv ice  in  a l l  the  

te r r i to ry  served  by  the  Company wi th  na tura l  gas .  

This  se rv ice  runs  down the  a l leys  in  a l l  sec t ions  of  the  town and  

usua l ly  can  be  hooked up  to  wi th in  a  week of  no t i f ica t ion .  
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PROPOSED LAND USE 

The ground that  my s t ructure  wi l l  s i t  on  l ies  in  a  major  commer­

cia l  redevelopment  zone.  This  a rea  in  the  next  few years  wi l l  be  

c leaned up and new businesses  and shops  wi l l  be  p laced here .  This  

par t icular  zone can house  commercia l  bui ld ings  or  bui ld ings  such as  

banks  and other  types  of  revenue genera tors .  
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The  Suppor t  Commerc ia l  

Th is  a rea  i s  composed  main ly  of  those  b locks  be tween  Cen te r  and  

F i f th  S t ree t s  and  F i r s t  and  Second  Avenues  Wes t .  Also  inc luded  a re  the  

two  b locks  be tween  F i r s t  Avenues  Eas t  and  Wes t  and  be tween  Four th  and  

F i f th  S t ree t s  .  Th is  a rea  wi l l  p rov ide  c i ty  cen te r  se rv ices ,  thoroughfa re  

commerc ia l  f ac i l i t i e s  and  d r ive r  o r ien ted  shops .  The  p roposed  t ra f f i c  

c i rcu la t ion  pa t t e rn  and  ample  o f f - s t ree t  pa rk ing  wi l l  make  th i s  a rea  mos t  

conven ien t  fo r  the  motor i s t .  
ZONING 

Wi th in  the  s tudy  a rea  the re  i s  on ly  one  zon ing  d i s t r i c t  tha t  has  

been  es tab l i shed  by  Kal i spe l l ' s  Zon ing  Ord inance .  The  a rea  i s  main ly  

a  commerc ia l  a rea  and  bu i ld ings  such  as  banks ,  shops ,  e t c .  ,  can  be  

1NGT0N 

LEGEND 

CI General Comjrerica] 
C2 Corrrunity Corner!cal 

placed  wi th in  th i s  a rea .  
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T.RAFFIC 
The  cen t ra l  bus iness  d i s t r i c t  i s  phys ica l ly  d iv ided  by  a  major  

h ighway .  Mos t  of  t he  t r a f f i c  in  the  Core  a rea  i s  " th rough  t ra f f i c"  and  

has  no  spec i f i c  r eason  fo r  be ing  in  the  downtown a rea .  Secondary  

rou tes  c ross  to  the  wes t  and  nor th  of  my  s i t e  and  wi l l  g rea t ly  he lp  the  

veh icu la r  por t ion  of  the  bank .  CIRCULATION YEAR 2000  

Main  s t ree t  t r a f f i c  a lone  th rough  the  Core  a rea  i s  p ro jec ted  to  

r i se  a lmos t  100% by  1990 .  P ro jec t s  under  d i scuss ion  cou ld  a l l ev ia te  

some of  th i s  p rob lem,  bu t  i t  i s  un l ike ly  tha t  t r a f f i c  vo lumes  wi l l  

dec rease  th rough  the  Cen t ra l  Bus iness  Dis t r i c t .  An  agress ive  p ro­

gram i s  necessa ry  to  mee t  fu tu re  t r a f f i c  r equ i rements .  Al ready  an  

a l t e rna te  rou te  sys tem i s  be ing  d i scussed  and  s tud ies  a re  underway  

to  d i sce rn  the  feas ib i l i ty  of  such  a  sys tem.  
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UTILITIES 

Pac i f i c  Power  and  Ligh t  Company  

E lec t r i c  Power  

Pac i f i c  Power  and  Ligh t  Company  i s  the  main  supp l ie r  of  e l ec t r i c  

se rv ice  in  and  a round  the  major  u rban  a reas  of  the  F la thead  Val ley .  

His to r ica l ly ,  the  reg ion  has  re l i ed  upon  i t s  vas t  hydroe lec t r i c  

resources  to  mee t  e lec t r i c  energy  demands .  Today ,  some 80  pe rcen t  

of  the  nor thwes t ' s  e lec t r i c i ty  s t i l l  comes  f rom hydro  power ,  bu t  g row­

ing  demands  fo re te l l  o f  a  sh i f t  f rom the  ex i s t ing  hydroe lec t r i c  base  to  

heav ie r  r e l i ance  on  the rmal  ge ra t ion-nuc lea r  o r  coa l - f i r ed  genera t ing  

p lan t s .  To  mee t  i t s  cus tomers  ex i s t ing  and  fu tu re  needs ,  in  1977  

Pac i f i c  Power  was  invo lved  in  the  opera t ion  o r  cons t ruc t ion  of  n ine  

major  the rmal  genera t ing  p lan t s .  

SEWER 

(Kal i spe l l  Wate r  Dept .  )  

The  sewers  run  nor th  and  sou th  th rough  the  a l l eys  of  the  c i ty .  

The  t r ea tment  p lan t  l i e s  a t  the  sou thwes t  co rner  of  the  c i ty  and  i t  t akes  

ca re  of  the  en t i re  c i ty .  The  p ipe  s i ze  ranges  in  s i ze  f rom 18 inches  to  

27  inches  as  i t  en te r s  the  p lan t .  
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The Program 
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iVlRCNMENTAL F EQUIP.EKENTS 

1. Acoustics 

Quiet 

Gen. C. 

Loud 

K. A. 

Lighting 

Low 

I.edium 

High 

Quiet 

Genera] Office 
Loud 

Not Annl icab] e 

.low 

Medium 

High 

In d~-

0 to 45 

4.5-50 

Over 5^ 

In Footcandles 

0 to 60 

60 to 100 
Over 100 

BANK 

public a 

THE PROGRAM 

Kal ispe l l ,  a  th r iv ing  communi ty  in  Nor thwes t  Montana  i s  begin­

ning  an  urban  renewal  pro jec t .  In  i t ,  a  pedes t r ian  mal l  wi l l  become 

the  main  s t ree t  and  foca l  poin t  of  the  c i ty .  

Af te r  hear ing  th i s ,  Char les  F .  Mercord ,  a  loca l  banker  has  re ­

ques ted  a  des ign  for  a  new fac i l i ty  for  h is  opera t ions .  The  complex  

wi l l  be  a  new s t ruc ture  and  wi l l  near ly  double  h i s  p resent  fac i l i ty .  In  

i t  he  has  reques ted  a  p laza  and  landscaping  to  meet  wi th  the  pedes t r ian  

mal l  theme.  The  reason  s ta ted  for  the  c rea t ion  of  th i s  new fac i l i ty  was  

the  la rge  inf lux  of  inhabi tan ts  and  asse ts  to  the  va l ley .  His  o ld  bu i ld­

ing  wi l l  be  so ld  as  an  of f ice  bu i ld ing  and  the  space  wi l l  be  ren ted  out  

accord ingly .  

The  program for  Mr .  Mercord ' s  bank  goes  as  fo l lows:  
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THE CODES 
fo r  

THE BANK OF KALISPELL -  KALISPELL,  MONTANA 

Codes  Used :  

U.  B .  C .  
K.  B .  C .  

F i re  Zone :  2  

Al lowable  Types  of  Cons t ruc t ion :  

Any  Type  

Requi rements  Based  on  Occupancy  

Group  B -  2  L ive  Loads :  
Uni fo rm 50  ps i  
Concen t ra ted  2000  ps i  

Group  A-3  Uni form 100  ps i  
Concen t ra ted  0  ps i  

Bas ic  Al lowable  F loor  Area :  
Type  I  Cons t ruc t ion  -  un l imi ted  f loor  a rea .  

Inc rease  fo r  Separa t ion :  2  S ides  
Unl imi ted  

Inc rease  fo r  Separa t ion :  3  S ides  

Unl imi ted  



Increase  for  Separa t ion :  4  S ides  
Unl imi ted  

Increase  for  Mul t i -  s tory .  
Unl imi ted  

Increase  for  F i re  Ext inguish ing  Sys tem:  
One  s tory  - -  unl imi ted  

Over  one  s tory  - -  unl imi ted  

Tota l  Al lowable  Area  -  One F loor  
Unl imi ted  

Tota l  Al lowable  Bui ld ing  Area  

Unl imi ted  

Tota l  Area  of  Proposed  Bui ld ing  

23 ,  000  Sq .  F t .  

REQUIREMENTS FOR GROUP OCCUPANCY: 

Spec ia l  Provis ions :  No spec ia l  provis ions  necessary  

Locat ion  on  Proper ty :  

Zoning:  
Se tbacks :  None  
Height  Limi ta t ion :  5  S tor ies  



Ligh t ,  Ven t i l a t ion  and  San i ta t ion :  
P rov ide  wi th  na tu ra l  l igh t  by  ex te r io r  g lazed  open ings  

wi th  a rea  equa l  to  1 /10  to ta l  f loor  a rea .  Na tura l  ven­
t i l a t ion  by  ex te r io r  open ings  no t  l e s s  than  1 /20  of  to ta l  
f loor  a rea .  

Spec ia l  Hazards :  
1  Hr .  F i re  Ra t ing  separa t ing  Mechan ica l  Room f rom 

o ther  wa l l s .  

F i re  Pro tec t ion  Sys tems:  
Use  au tomat ic  f i r e -ex t ingu ish ing  sys tems .  

Excep t ions  and  Devia t ions :  

None  app l icab le .  

Res t r i c t ions  in  F i re  Zones :  
Any  type  of  cons t ruc t ion  in  F i re  Zone  2 .  

F i re  Res i s t ive  Requi rements :  Type  1  Cons t ruc t ion  

Exte r io r  Bear ing  Wal l s :  4  Hr .  Wal l s  
In te r io r  Bear ing  Wal l s :  3  Hr .  Wal l s  
Ex te r io r  Non-bear ing  Wal l s :  4  Hr .  Wal l s  
S t ruc tu ra l  F rame:  3  Hr .  Ra t ing  

Permanen t  Par t i t ions :  1  Hr .  Ra t ing  
Shaf t  Enc losures :  2  Hr .  

F loors  2  Hr .  
Roofs  2  Hr .  
Ex te r io r  Openings :  3 /4  Hr .  



Stai rs ,  Exi ts  and Occupant  Loads:  

Area  F  actor  

Bank 21,  000 sq . f t .  100 
Audi tor  2 ,  000 sq„  f t .  7  

No.  Occupants  

210 
285 

Exi ts  

Min.  2  
Min.  2  

Tota l  Occupants :  495 

Number  of  Exi ts  Required:  2  Min.  

Width  of  Exi ts :  9 .  9 '  

Dis tance  to  Exi ts  150 '  Max.  
200 '  wi th  Spr inkler  System,  

Exi t  Door  s  
Width  & Height :  Less  than 3 ! -0"  x  6 ' -

Swing:  

Exi t  Corr idors :  
Width:  

Dead End:  
F i re  

Re s is tance  
Openings:  

Sta i rways:  

Width:  
Landing:  

Rise :  
Run:  
Sta i rway to  

R oof :  

In  d i rec t ion of  t ravel  

44"  Wide 

75 1  to  Exi t  Max.  

Min.  20 -  Label  Doors  
1 /4"  th ick  wire  glass .  

44"  wide  i f  50  or  more  occupants .  
Min.  length  as  the  width  of  s ta i r .  Door  cannot  
take  more  than 3^-"  when ful ly  opened.  
Not  greater  than 7^"  
Not  less  than 10"  

I f  4  or  more  s tor ies  -  must  have one s ta i r  go 
to  roof  unless  s lope  i s  greater  than 4  in  12.  



SCALE VEGETATIVE SCREENING 

Exi t  

Enclosure :  Esca la tors :  

Spr inklers  have  to  be  loca ted  wi th in  2  fee t  of  
the  opening ,  

DESIGN DECISIONS 

1.  Access ib i l i ty  -  for  the  handicapped  and  e lder ly .  

2 .  Expans ion  -  for  fu tur i s t ic  needs .  

3 .  Funct iona l i ty  -  to  work  in  the  most  e f f ic ien t  means .  

4 .  Image  -  re ta in  the  s t rong  cent ra l  image  of  banking .  

For  the  s imple  reason  tha t  bui ld ing  usage  tends  to  change  wi th  

t ime,  the  prec ise  func t ions  (access ,  c i rcu la t ion ,  s torage  and  envi r ­

onmenta l  cont ro ls )  can  be  p lanned  wi th  e f f ic iency .  Cer ta in  func t ions  

(propor t ions ,  spa t ia l  re la t ionships ,  vo lumes ,  t ex tures ,  e tc .  )  tha t  

cannot  be  p inned  down,  could  work  wi th  a  f lex ib le  p lanning  sys tem 

tha t  i s  se t  up  wi th  def in i te  bounds  and  l imi t s ,  be ing  dependent  upon the  

inherent  capabi l i t i es  of  the  cons t ruc t ion  sys tem.  



MATERIALS 
11 n i n in nuiiii 

SPATIAL SEQUENCE 

PEDESTRIAN LINK 

DESIGN OBJECTIVES 

To recapture  and re ta in  the  character  and beauty  of  the  exis t ing 

landscape.  

To ent ice  new major  re ta i lers ,  bus inesses ,  and services  to  
locate  back in  the  CBD, and encourage exis t ing concerns  to  re­

main  and in  some cases  expand.  

To give  pr ior i ty  to  pedes t r ian  movement  in  the  a rea ,  through 
overhead and underground walkways ,  and development  of  open 

spaces  and p lazas .  

To s u c c e s s f u l l y  in tegra te  the  bui ld ing complex wi th  the  ac t iv i ­
t ies  of  the  exis t ing t raf f ic  pat tern .  

To recognize  the  e lder ly  and handicapped as  impor tant  ent i t ies  

of  the  communi ty .  

To create  a  physical  l ink  f rom the  c i t ies  r ich  h is tor ic  back­
ground to  the  modern day present .  



CHANGE OF LEVEL FOCAL POINT 

VOCABULARIES 

In  th i s  ever -changing  wor ld  i t  would  seem to  be  des i rab le  to  

c rea te  the  a t t i tudes  of  a  rura l  envi ronment  wi th in  the  contex t  of  the  

c i tyscape .  This  can  be  achieved  s imply  by  landscaping  and  proper  

des ign  vocabular ies  such  as :  

1 .  Sca le  -  propor t ion .  

2 .  Vegeta t ive  screening ,  (p lan ts )  

3 .  Change  of  mater ia l ,  (br ick ,  concre te ,  e tc .  )  

4 .  Spa t ia l  sequence .  (Hor izonta l  and  Ver t ica l )  

5„  Pedes t r ian  Links ,  (overhead  and  underground)  

6 .  Change  of  l eve l .  

7 .  Foca l  poin ts .  -  "Eye-ca tchers"  
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CONCEPT A CONCEPT B 

Concept  A 

This concept  deals  with two separate faci l i t ies  -  one for  the 

main transactions and one for  the vehicular  t ransactions.  This  

would not  work too well  on this  s i te  due to the lack of s ize.  

Concept  B 

This concept  deals  with two separate buildings l inked by a  bridge.  

The concept  works fine visually but  the s i te  is  too small .  



Concept  C 

This  concept  deals  with rotat ing the ent i re  2 s tory s t ructure  at  

45° to  make the corner  very important .  This  opens up a  lot  of  ex­

ter ior  space for  outdoor  act ivi t ies , ,  Parking space is  lost  by this  

concept .  

Concept  D 

This  concept  deals  with a  l inear  solut ion but  again the lack of  

space makes i t  prohibi t ive.  

Concept  E 

This  concept  deals  with a  circle  and a  square and leaves a  lot  of  

land open for  parking and plaza.  
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Fig. 46. Kalispell .  1980 

CONCLUSION 

After  digest ing the var ious at t i tudes and col la t ing the research 

mater ia l  I  can bet ter  comprehend the bui lding types past ,  the region­

al  landscape and the ci tyscape i tself , ,  Get t ing a  feel ing for  each of  

the thermatic  condi t ions and relat ing them in the terms of  a  bui l t  s t ruc 

ture  seems much easier  now. I  can now relate  the bui ldings past ,  pre­

sent  and future  to  a  s i te  that  I  have chosen and abstract  his tor ical  char  

acter is t ics  of  that  bui lding type into the modern day ci tyscape.  

Analyzing the detai l ing of  the  bui lding in  terms of  contextural  

uni ty  seems to re inforce the bui lding being made of  wood,  br ick,  and 

concrete . ,  The regional  landscape of  the  area houses  both decidious 

and confer ious t rees  along with var ious types of  shrubs and f lowers .  

These plant ings wil l  be placed on the s i te  a long with areas  for  re lax­

ing and observing.  The s t rong his tor ical  character  of  the  bank wil l  

be seen and the landscaping wil l  help re inforce this  idea.  Using this  

his tor ical  knowledge of  both the town,  and the bui lding type,  I  will  



create  a  bui ld ing that  ref lec ts  the  a t t i tudes  of  c i tyscape,  landscape,  

and h is tor ica l  precedence wi th  the  area .  

I  great ly  enjoyed th is  project  and I  bel ieve  that  I  personal ly  

gained a  great  deal .  The book and the  des ign taught  me that  

the  analyat ion of  da ta ,  the  unders tanding of  programming and 

the  need for  to ta l  p lanning of  any project  i s  the  bas is  for  a l l  

good des ign.  
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DESIGN 

The idea of  f lexibi l i ty  and a  s t rong bui lding came into my mind 

while  I  was undertaking this  project  of  a  banking faci l i ty .  Most  

vividly,  the  mater ia ls  and the image play a  large par t  in  the design 

development . ,  My s t ructure  wil l  consis t  of  two s t rong shapes -  a  

circle  and a  square.  The just i f icat ion of  these forms is  entrusted 

in  my s t rong and powerful  image as  was the case in  banks in  the past .  

As a  person perceives  the s t ructure ,  the bui lding wil l  be  basical ly  

a  square with par ts  being subtracted to  show important  areas .  As 

the individual  cont inues inside the customer wil l  be rotated off  of  a  

c i rc le  to  his  appointed locat ion.  Changes of  mater ia l  and wal l  de­

f ini t ion wil l  create  this  effect .  The raised platform of the  s t ructure  

exemplif ies  the bui lding as  an important  and monumental  bui lding -

a  place where your  money feels  safe .  



The atr ium-type building lends i tself  well  for  the views to be 

turned inward.  With l ight  and landscaping inside,  l ight  wil l  pene­

trate al l  the way through the s tructure to the community room in the 

basement.  The f loor inside is  a  concrete two-way pan joist  system 

and lends i tself  well  to opening up large areas and,  is  f i reproof.  

Columns wil l  penetrate al l  the way from the basement to the roof 

and the f loor wil l  act  as  intersect ing points .  

A curved staircase wil l  create a focal  point  and with the 45° 

turned vault  with a  round door;  these focal  points  wil l  be important  

to the visual  procession through the bank.  

The community room in the basement can be entered at  night  

without  disturbing the rest  of  the bank.  Ample faci l i t ies  l ie  near  

this  area for  s torage and for  toi let  room faci l i t ies .  

The choice of materials  for  the building and surrounding area 

include:  

1.  Floor:  Tile and carpet ,  s t ructural  glass.  



2.  Walls:  Gypsum board,  paint ,  vinyl  wall  covering,  oak paneling,  

glass,  screens,  s tain,  brick.  

3.  Base:  Oak,  rubber base,  s tain.  

4.  Ceil ing:  Exposed concrete,  birch A. C.  1.  

5 .  Roof:  Buil t-up roofing.  

6.  Exterior:  Granite ,  concrete,  brick,  glazing.  

7.  Plaza:  Travert ine,  brick,  pavers,  concrete,  vegetat ion.  
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