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Abstract:
Parents knowledge of infant development and resources utilized were investigated in a sampling of
parents of preschool children in Bozeman, Montana. Respondents were 45 married couples age 20
through 45 with children enrolled in preschool programs in Bozeman. The survey instrument included
demographic information and a knowledge of infant development section.

Primary resources listed by mothers included instincts, followed by extended family, spouse, books,
and friends. Instincts were also listed by fathers as the primary resource followed by spouse, family,
books, and friends. Age of parents, level and area of education, preparation in child development, and
degree of parental confidence had no significant relationship to parents' knowledge. Mothers in general
had more knowledge of infant development, revealed more" preparation in child development, and
utilized more resources than fathers. 
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ABSTRACT

P a r e n t s  knowledge o f  i n f a n t  d e v e lo p m en t  and r e s o u r c e s  u t i l i z e d  
were i n v e s t i g a t e d  i n  a s a m p lin g  o f  p a r e n t s  o f  p r e s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n  in  
Bozeman, M ontana . R e sp o n d e n ts  were 45 m a r r ie d  c o u p le s  age  20 th ro u g h  
45 w i th  c h i l d r e n  e n r o l l e d  i n  p r e s c h o o l  program s i n  Bozeman, The 
s u rv e y  in s t r u m e n t  i n c lu d e d  dem ograph ic  i n f o r m a t io n  and a knowledge 
o f  i n f a n t  deve lopm en t s e c t i o n .

P r im a ry  r e s o u r c e s  l i s t e d  by m o th e rs  in c lu d e d  i n s t i n c t s ,  fo l lo w e d  
by e x te n d e d  f a m i ly ,  s p o u s e ,  b o o k s ,  and f r i e n d s .  I n s t i n c t s  were a l s o  
l i s t e d  by f a t h e r s  a s  t h e  p r im a ry  r e s o u r c e  fo l lo w e d  by s p o u s e ,  f a m i ly ,  
b o o k s ,  and f r i e n d s .  Age o f  p a r e n t s ,  l e v e l  and a r e a  o f  e d u c a t io n ,  
p r e p a r a t i o n  i n  c h i l d  d e v e lo p m e n t , and d e g r e e  o f  p a r e n t a l  c o n f id e n c e  
had  no s i g n i f i c a n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p . t o  p a r e n t s '  know ledge . M others  i n  
g e n e r a l  had more knowledge o f  i n f a n t  d e v e lo p m e n t , r e v e a l e d  more" p r e ­
p a r a t i o n  i n  c h i l d  d e v e lo p m e n t ,  and u t i l i z e d  more r e s o u r c e s  th a n  
f a t h e r s .  .



CHAPTER I

I n t r o d u c t i o n

New r e s e a r c h  p o i n t s  t o  t h e  im por tance ,  o f  th e  f i r s t  t h r e e  y e a r s  

o f . l i f e  f o r  t h e  deve lopm en t o f  t h e  c h i ld *  W ith more em phasis  b e in g  

p l a c e d  on t h e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  t h e s e  e a r l y  y e a r s ,  t h e  r o l e  o f  f he  p a r e n t s  

t a k e s  on i n c r e a s e d  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  The jo b  t h a t  p a r e n t s  do i n  r a i s i n g  

t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  w i l l  have  more o f  an  im pac t on o u r  s o c i e t y  th a n  a ny . 

o t h e r  p r o f e s s i o n .

T h i s  y e a r  s i x  m i l l i o n  A m ericans w i l l  t a k e  th e  s t e p  t h a t  w i l l ,  
s i g n i f i c a n t l y  change t h e i r  own l i v e s  and p r o fo u n d ly  -change th e  
n e x t  g e n e r a t i o n :  th e y  w i l l  have  c h i l d r e n .  How th e y  r a i s e
t h e s e  c h i l d r e n  w i l l  have  a g r e a t e r  im pact on A m erican  s o c i e t y  
t h a n  th e  way th e y  v o t e ,  th e  t e c h n o l o g ie s  they, p r o d u c e ,  th e  wars 
t h e y  wage o r  t h e  a r t  th e y  c r e a t e .  And y e t , p e rh a p s  n e v e r  b e f o r e  
i n  U. S . h i s t o r y  have p a r e n t s  f a c e d  more c h o i c e s ,  f e l t  more 
p r e s s u r e s , o r  s o u g h t  more p r o f e s s i o n a l  h e lp  i n  t h e  r e a r i n g . o f  
t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  (Newsweek. S ep tem ber 1975, p .  4 8 ) .

Am erican s o c i e t y  p l a c e s  th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  r a i s i n g  c h i l d r e n

on t e a c h e r s  and p a r e n t s ,  w i th  th e  home p l a y i n g  a more r e s p o n s i b l e  r o l e

(Hawkins, 1 9 7 2 ) .  T h is  o c c u rs  b e c a u s e  m ost o f  t h e  f i r s t  f i v e  y e a r s  o f

l i f e  i s  s p e n t  a t  home. As "Many o f  t h e  c h i l d ' s  b e h a v i o r s ,  i n c l u d in g

h i s  p e r c e p t i o n s ,  s k i l l s ,  v a l u e s , and even  a t t i t u d e s  a r e  formed b e f o r e

t h e  c h i l d  e v e r  e n t e r s  s c h o o l " .  I n  f a c t :

Most m e n ta l  h e a l t h  e f f o r t s  t o  change, th e  home en v iro n m en t  a r e  
t o o  l i t t l e  and to o  l a t e . C h i ld r g u id a n c e  c l i n i c s ,  j u v e n i l e  
c o u r t s ,  f a m i ly  s e r v i c e  c l i n i c s ,  and o t h e r  a g e n c ie s  spend v a s t  
amounts o f  t im e ,  m oney, and e n e rg y  c o r r e c t i n g  p rob lem s t h a t  
in c o m p e te n t  p a r e n t s  c r e a t e  (Hawkins, 1972, p .  3 0 ) .

S in c e  p rob lem s w hich  o c c u r  a t  t h e  s c h o o l  l e v e l  have  t h e i r  fo u n d ­

a t i o n s  e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  c h i l d ' s  d e v e lo p m e n t ,  th e  t im e  b e tw e en  b i r t h  and

/
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and t h r e e  y e a r s  o f  age  i s  c r u c i a l  (W hite ,  1975; G ordon, 1975) .

I n  t h i s  b r i e f  span  o f  t im e  how th e  m o th e r  o r  p r im a ry  c a r e t a k e r  . 
i n t e r a c t s  w i th  t h e  c h i l d  can  do more t o  i n f l u e n c e  t h e  c h i l d ' s  
com petence  i n  l a t e r  l i f e  t h a n  a t  any  o t h e r  t im e  b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r .  

■Yet nobody w arns  h e r  o f  t h e  d a n g e rs  o f  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  n o r  .o f  i t s  
p r o m is e .  She makes h e r  d a i l y  d e c i s i o n s  p u r e l y  on I n s t i n c t ,  
b e c a u s e  u n t i l  r e c e n t l y  even  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  were unaware o f  

■ i t  ( P i n e s ,  1975 , p .  88) .  "

F o u n d a t io n s  f o r  t h e  id e a  t h a t  in fa n c y - , ' i s  c r u c i a l  f o r  deve lopm en t

w ere  l a i d  back  i n  1762, when. J e a n  R ousseau  recommended . , th a t  - e d u c a t io n

b e g in  i n  t h e  c r a d l e .  New r e s e a r c h  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  i n  t h e  n e x t  t e n  y e a r s
. .  . . •

we may s e e  th e  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  te rm s  su ch  a s  'p r e s c h o o l*  and th e  r e c o g ­

n i t i o n  t h a t  l e a r n i n g  b e g in s  a t  b i r t h  (Gordon, 1975, p .  6 ) .

Im p o r ta n c e  o f  t h e  S tudy

M a rr ia g e  u sed  t o  be r e l a t i v e l y  s im p le  i n  o u r  s o c i e t y ;  b u t  th e  

c h a n g es  w hich  a r e  now o c c u r r in g  a r e  d’e e p ly  a f f e c t i n g  t h e  f a m i ly  system  

( S w e r d lo f f ,  1 9 7 5 ) .  Women a r e  ■ s e e k in g  more autonomy i n  b o th  fa m i ly  

and  n o n - f a m i ly  r o l e s .  T h e re  i s  d e c r e a s e d  f re q u e n c y  o f  i n t e r - g e n e r r  

a t i o n a l  fam ily , r e l a t i o n s  a s  m ost newly-wed c o u p le s  l i v e  a p a r t  from 

p a r e n t a l  ,homes. T h is  t e n d s  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  e i t h e r  t o  i s o l a t i o n  o f  th e  

new p a r e n t s  from t h e i r  c u l t u r a l  t r a d i t i o n s  o f  c h i l d  t r a i n i n g ,  o r  t o  

t h e i r  e x p o s u re  t o  d i f f e r e n t  ways o f  c h i l d  r e a r i n g  w hich  p r e s e n t  a 

c h a l l e n g e  t o  them (Brim , 1959, p .  1 7 ) .

Where t h e n  do new p a r e n t s  s e e k  h e lp  w i th  c h i l d  r e a r i n g I Do new 

p a r e n t s  s t i l l  r e l y  on t h e  knowledge o r  a d v ic e  o f  t h e i r  own p a r e n t s , o r  

do th e y  t a k e  a d v a n ta g e  o f  t h e  w ide v a r i e t y  o f  a v a i l a b l e  community
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r e s o u r c e s ,  such  a s  p a r e n t i n g  c l a s s e s  s p o n s o re d  by a p u b l i c  agency ,,  

p r o f e s s i o n a l s  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o r  h e a l t h  a g e n c i e s ,  o r  l e c t u r e s :  A lso

w id e ly  a v a i l a b l e  a r e  t h e  enormous number o f  c h i l d  r e a r i n g  b o o k s .

M i l l i o n s  o f  c o p ie s  o f  S p o c k 's  Baby and C h i ld  Care have been. s o l d .

O th e r  c h i l d  deve lopm en t p r o f e s s i o n a l s  have  w r i t t e n ,  b e s t  s e l l e r s  ( G i n o t t ,  

H g  & Ames, 1 9 5 5 ) .

. Need o f  t h e  S t u d y ' .

Even w i t h  so many a v a i l a b l e  r e s o u r c e s ,  a u t h o r i t i e s  b e l i e v e  t h a t '  

p a r e n t s  to d a y  a r e  n o t  p r e p a r e d  f o r  p a r e n t i n g . A m erican  s o c i e t y  p l a c e s  

more r e s t r i c t i o n s  on d r i v i n g  a c a r  t h a n  r a i s i n g  a c h i l d .  The v a s t  

m a j o r i t y  o f  e d u c a te d  women i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  do n o t  know the. r a m i f i c a t i o n s  

o f  c h i l d  r e a r i n g  ( P i n e s ,  1975 , p .  88) .

U n t i l  we know t h e  ways i n  w hich  p a r e n t s  p r e p a r e  th e m s e lv e s  f o r  

pa r e n t  hood - -whe r e  th e y  t u r n  t o  f i n d  h e lp  i n  r a i s i n g  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n - -  

w h ich  r e s o u r c e s  a r e  u s e d ,  and how o f t e n ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  l e v e l  o f  

p a r e n t i n g  k n ow ledge , we c a n n o t  u se  o u r  r e s o u r c e s  w i s e l y .

S ta te m e n t  o f  t h e  P roblem

I t  i s  im p o r ta n t  t h e r e f o r e  t o  i d e n t i f y  r e s o u r c e s  p a r e n t s  u t i l i z e  

when th e y  need  h e lp  r a i s i n g  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  a s  w e l l  a s  t o  o b t a i n  a 

m easu re  o f  p a r e n t s '  know ledge o f  i n f a n t  d e v e lo p m e n t .

The f o l l o w i n g  a s s u m p t io n s  were made:

I .  P a r e n t s  u t i l i z e  r e s o u r c e s  when th e y  need h e lp  i n  r a i s i n g

t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .
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2 .  I n f a n t  deve lopm en t f o l lo w s  a s e q u e n t i a l  d e v e lo p m e n ta l  p a t t e r n  

w hich can  be u t i l i z e d  f o r  m e a su r in g  p a r e n t s '  k n o w le d g e .

Q u e s t io n s  t o  be Answered

T h is  s tu d y  w i l l  a t t e m p t  t o  an sw er  t h e  f o l lo w in g  q u e s t i o n s :

1 .  What r e s o u r c e s  a r e  p a r e n t s  u t i l i z i n g  t o  o b t a i n  i n f o r m a t io n  

on r a i s i n g  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ?

a .  I s  th e  e x te n d e d  fa m i ly  im p o r ta n t ?

b .  How w id e ly  used  a r e  community r e s o u r c e s ?

c . Are books on c h i l d  r e a r i n g  a n  im p o r ta n t  s o u rc e  o f  ■ 

in f o r m a t io n ?

d .  Are m o th e r s  and f a t h e r s  u t i l i z i n g  t h e  same r e s o u r c e s ?

e .  Which r e s o u r c e s  a r e  more p r im a ry  o r  s e c o n d a ry ?

2 .  What i s  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tw een  p a r e n t s  knowledge o f  i n f a n t  

deve lopm en t and t h e i r

a .  l e v e l  o f  e d u c a t i o n  . ■

b .  a r e a  o f  e d u c a t io n

c .  p r e v io u s  p r e p a r a t i o n  i n  C h i ld  Developm ent

d .  age  .

e . number o f  c h i l d r e n  . ' 1

f . d e g re e  o f  p a r e n t a l  c o n f id e n c e
■ . . .

g .  age  c o n s id e r e d  c r u c i a l  f o r  i n t e l l e c t u a l  ,developm ent'

3 .  How do m o th e r s  compare w i th  f a t h e r s  in. know ledge o f  i n f a n t

d eve lopm en t? .  .' ' •
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D e f i n i t i o n  o f  Terms

Many o f  t h e  te rm s  used  th ro u g h o u t  t h i s  p a p e r  have a wide v a r i e t y  

o f  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s .  F o r  p u rp o se s  o f  t h i s  p a p e r ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  term s 

w ere o p e r a t i o n a l l y  d e f i n e d :

I n f a n c y  was l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  p e r io d  o f  t im e  from b i r t h  u n t i l  two y e a r s  o f  

a g e .

P a r e n t s  w ere l i m i t e d  t o  m a r r i e d  c o u p l e s ,  r e s i d i n g  t o g e t h e r ,  w i th  a t  

l e a s t  one p r e s c h o o l  aged  c h i l d  e n r o l l e d  i n  a day c a r e  c e n t e r  o r  p r e ­

s c h o o l  i n  Bozeman, M ontana .

P r e s c h o o l  c h i l d  i s  g e n e r a l l y  d e f i n e d  a s  a c h i l d  be tw een  t h e  ages  o f  

two th ro u g h  f i v e  y e a r s  o f  a g e .  I n  Bozeman, Montana f i v e  y e a r  o ld s  

a r e  e l i g i b l e  t o  a t t e n d  k in d e r g a r d e n .  The te rm  p r e s c h o o l  c h i l d  i n  t h i s  ■ 

p a p e r  r e f e r s  t o  c h i l d r e n  aged  two th ro u g h  f o u r  y e a r s  o f  a g e .

Day Care P rogram s f a l l  i n t o  two m ain  t y p e s :  t h e  day  c a r e  c e n t e r  o r

d a y  c a r e  home. B o th  t h e s e  f a c i l i t i e s  a r e  l i c e n s e d  t o  c a r e  f o r  c h i l d r e n  

w h i le  t h e  m o th e r  o r  f a t h e r  a r e  u n a b le  t o  do so  d u r in g  t h e . d a y .  The 

te rm  day c a r e  program  r e f e r s  t o  b o th  t y p e s  o f  day c a r e  s i t u a t i o n s .  

P r e s c h o o l  was used  to  r e f e r  to  any program  w hich  p r o v id e s  a v a r i e t y  

o f  e x p e r i e n c e s  co n c e rn e d  w i th  t h e  dev e lo p m en t o f  t h e  c h i l d  aged t h r e e - 

t o  f i v e .  '

L i m i t a t i o n s  o f  th e  S tudy

The p a r e n t s  in v o lv e d  i n  t h i s  s tu d y  w ere m a r r ie d  c o u p le s  r e s i d i n g  

t o g e t h e r  w i th  c h i l d r e n  e n r o l l e d  i n  a p r e s c h o o l  o r  day c a r e  program  i n



6

Bozeman, M ontana . These  p a r e n t s  may n o t  be r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  s i n g l e  

p a r e n t s  o r  t h o s e  p a r e n t s  who d i d  n o t  v o l u n t e e r  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e .

■The sam ple was r e s t r i c t e d  t o  45 c o u p le s  b e c a u s e  o f  t im e  and 

money l i m i t a t i o n s ..  The s m a l l  sam ple s i z e  w i l l  l i m i t  any  c o n c lu s io n s  

w h ic h  m ig h t  be  made.



CHAPTER I I

REVIEW OF LITERATURE

The im p o r ta n c e  o f  p a r e n t s  and th e  r o l e  th e y  p l a y  i n  r a i s i n g  

t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  i s  c r u c i a l  f o r  th e  deve lopm en t o f  t h e  c h i l d .  Th is  

re v ie w  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  c o v e rs  r e s e a r c h  i n  c h i l d  deve lopm en t r e l a t e d  t o  

thfese a r e a s :

1 . I n f a n c y ,  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  t im e  from b i r t h  t o  t h r e e  y e a r s  o f  age

2 .  E n v iro n m e n ta l  i n f l u e n c e s  on t h e  deve lopm en t o f  a c h i l d

3 .  P a r e n t s ,  t h e  p r im a ry  t e a c h e r s  o f  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ,  c o n t r o l l i n g  t h e s e  ■ 

e n v i r o n m e n ta l  f a c t o r s

4 .  P rogram s aimed a t  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  p a re n th o o d

5. P a r e n t s  u t i l i z i n g  r e s o u r c e s  t o  h e lp  them i n  r a i s i n g ■t h e i r  

c h i l d r e n

Im p o r ta n c e  o f  I n f a n c y

Few would d i s s e n t  from th e  p r o p o s i t i o n  t h a t  i n f a n c y  i s  th e  m ost 
c r i t i c a l  p e r io d  o f  human d e v e lo p m e n t , t h e  p e r io d  i n  w hich th e  
b a s i c  fram ew ork f o r  l a t e r  dev e lo p m en t i s  e s t a b l i s h e d .  D e s p i te  
t h i s ,  i t  i s  o n ly  r e c e n t l y  t h a t  we have  b e e n  a b le  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  
what goes  on d u r in g  in f a n c y  (Bower, 1977, p .  v i i i ) .

The c r i t i c a l  n a t u r e  o f  deve lopm en t d u r in g  in f a n c y  has  been  s u p ­

p o r t e d  by t h e  work o f  B u r to n  W h ite .  As a r e s u l t  o f  e x t e n s i v e  r e s e a r c h  

i n t o  th e  l i v e s  o f  p r e s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n ,W h i t e  came t o  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n . 

t h a t  by t h e  age  o f  t h r e e  m ost o f  a c h i l d ' s  p o t e n t i a l  h a s  b e e n  d e v e lo p e d ,  

and t h a t  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  e i g h t  t o  e i g h t e e n  m onths seems t o  be  t h e  c r i t i c a l  

l e a r n i n g  t im e  i n  a c h i l d ' s  l i f e .

B o w er 's  (1977) i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o f  th e  p e r io d  o f  in f a n c y  were a id e d
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by th e  deve lopm en t o f  new t e c h n i q u e s  and showed t h a t  t h e  newborn i n f a n t  

was an  e x t r e m e ly  c om pe ten t  s o c i a l ,  l e a r n i n g ,  and p e r c e i v i n g  o rg an ism . 

"The n e w b o rn 's  a b i l i t y  t o  l e a r n  i s  so  a s t o n i s h i n g  t h a t  i t  would need 

o n ly  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  e x p o s u re  ( t o  a s t i m u l i )  f o r  any c o n n e c t io n  t o  be 

I  e a rn e d "  (p .  1 7 ) .  Newborn i n f a n t s  a r e  c a p a b le  o f  g r a s p i n g  an o b j e c t ,  

i m i t a t i n g  o t h e r  p e o p le ,  and r e c o g n i z i n g  t h e i r  m o th e r s ,  a c c o r d in g  t o  

Bower, and t h i s  i s  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  t o  e a r l i e r  r e s e a r c h  c o n c e r n in g  th e  

a b i l i t i e s  o f  newborn i n f a n t s .  .

The c r i t i c a l  n a t u r e  o f  in f a n c y  i s  s y n th e s i z e d  by Gordon (1975) 

a s  f o l l o w s :

1 .  The i n f a n t  i s  a f a r  more c a p a b le  b e in g  i n  te rm s  o f  a b i l i t y  

t o  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e  o u t s i d e  w o r ld  t h a n  was th o u g h t  a decade  a g o .

2 .  The i n f a n t  i n f l u e n c e s  h i s  e n v i ro n m e n t ,  and t h e  deve lopm en t 

o f  h i s  c a p a b i l i t i e s  i s  r e l a t e d  t o  th e  r e s p o n s e s  h i s  en v iro n m en t 

makes t o  him.

3 .  I n f a n t s  s u r v i v e  i n  a v a r i e t y  o f  c a r e t a k i n g  s i t u a t i o n s - - t h e  

l i m i t s  o f  good c a r e t a k i n g  a r e  n o t  y e t  known.

4 .  A l th o u g h  e a r l y  d e p r i v a t i o n  may be r e v e r s i b l e ,  t h e  i n f a n t  

p e r i o d  i s  a c r u c i a l  one f o r  s e t t i n g  t h e  s t a g e  f o r  a d e q u a te  g row th  

b o th  p h y s i c a l l y  and p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y .  " T h e r e f o r e ,  w hat we know 

s h o u ld  be a p p l i e d  now, even  w h i le  we c o n t in u e  t o  d e v e lo p  our 

know ledge"  ( p . 3 ) .
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P a re n th o o d

P a r e n t s  a r e  th e '  p r im a ry  t e a c h e r s  o f . t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  and p a r e n t s  

l a r g e l y  c o n t r o l  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n ta l  f a c t o r s  t h a t  i n f l u e n c e  t h e  c h i l d ' s  

deve lopm en t ( P i c k a r t  & F a r g o ,  1 9 7 1 ) .  W hile  t h i s  r e f l e c t s  t h e  c u r r e n t  

v ie w ,  t h e r e  was a t im e  when p a r e n t s  w ere t o l d  t h e r e  was l i t t l e  co n ­

n e c t i o n  be tw een  deve lopm en t and l e a r n i n g :

I f  you  were a p a r e n t  you  were supposed  t o  buy ( G e s e l l  (1 9 4 1 ) ,  
w hich  was t h e  s t a n d a r d  ' b i b I e 1. I f  you had a tw o - y e a r  o ld  you 
tu r n e d  t o  t h e  r i g h t  page i n  G e s e l l  and checked  o u t  y o u r  c h i l d .  
I f  he o r  sh e  was b e h a v in g  l i k e  a tw o - y e a r  o l d ,  you s ig h e d  w i th ,  
r e l i e f ;  i f  t h e  c h i l d  was b e h a v in g  l i k e  a o n e - y e a r  o l d ,  you 

. lo c k e d  t h e  c h i l d  i n  t h e  backroom . B u t you d id  n o t  do a n y th in g  
a b o u t  i t  (G ordon, 1975 , p .  1 7 3 ) .

Im p o r ta n c e  o f  E nv ironm en t

Today t h e  p a r e n t s '  r o l e  a s  an  e n v i r o n m e n ta l  i n f l u e n c e  on t h e i r  

c h i l d ' s  deve lopm en t i s  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  s i n c e  p a r e n t s  " a r e  and c r e a t e  t h e  

m a jo r  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  g row ing  c h i l d ' s  E n v iro n m en t"  ( P i c h a r t  & F a rg o ,  

1 9 7 1 ) .

D u r in g  t h e  1 9 6 0 ' s  r e s e a r c h  c o n d u c te d  by Hunt (1961) and Bloom ..■ 

(1964) s u p p o r te d  th e  v iew  t h a t  a c h i l d ' s  deve lopm en t i s  p r o fo u n d ly  

i n f l u e n c e d  by h i s  e n v i ro n m e n t .  B o th  t h e o r i e s  s t r e n g th e n e d  th e  b e l i e f  

t h a t  th e  p e r i o d  o f  e a r l y  c h i ld h o o d  i s  a t im e  when th e  en v iro n m en t  can  

have a l a r g e  e f f e c t  on th e  deve lopm en t o f  a p e r s o n .

I t  i s .  im p o r ta n t ,  t h e r e f o r e , t h a t  p a r e n t s  have a n  u n d e r s t a n d in g  o f  

t h e  way c h i l d r e n  grow i n  o r d e r  t o  be a b l e  t o  s t r u c t u r e  a s  s t i m u l a t i n g  

an  e n v iro n m e n t  a s  p o s s i b l e  (Conney, 1 9 7 4 ) .  H g  & Ames (1962) u rge

'i
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p a r e n t s  t o  l e a r n  a l l  t h e y  can  a b o u t  c h i l d  b e h a v io r  t o  e n a b le  them t o  

u se  t h e i r  know ledge t o  " p ro v id e  t h e  b e s t  p o s s i b l e  e n v iro n m e n t  f o r  th e  

c h i l d "  ( p .  1 2 ) .  T h is  i s  f u r t h e r  em phas ized  by t h r e e  r e c e n t  s t u d i e s .

K i l b r i d e ,  J o h n s o n ,  and S t r e i s s g u t h 1s (1971) s tu d y  o f  t h i r t y -  

two f u l l - t e r m  two-week o ld  i n f a n t s  and t h e i r  m o th e rs  showed t h a t  

m o t h e r s '  know ledge o f  i n f a n t  dev e lo p m en t i n f l u e n c e d  t h e i r  v e r b a l  i n t e r ­

a c t i o n  w i th  t h e i r  i n f a n t s .  S i g n i f i c a n t  s o c i a l  c l a s s  d i f f e r e n c e s  

a p p e a r e d .  S e v e n ty  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  m i d d l e - c l a s s  m o th e r s  th o u g h t  t h e i r  

i n f a n t s  c o u ld  s e e  and l e a r n  a t  b i r t h ,  b u t  o n ly  24 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  lo w e r -  

c l a s s  m o th e r s  b e l i e v e d  t h e i r  i n f a n t s  c o u ld  do s o .  The amount o f  v e r b a l

i n t e r a c t i o n  be tw een  m o th e r s  and t h e i r  i n f a n t s  seemed t o  be r e l a t e d  t o
.

m a t e r n a l  b e l i e f s  a b o u t  t h e  way i n f a n t s  s e e  and l e a r n .

I n  S e e g m i l l e r  and  K i n g 's  (1975) i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  i n f a n t s  s c o r in g  

h i g h e r  on t h e  B ay ley  M e n ta l  S c a le  a t  22 m onths o f  age  had m o th e rs  who 

w ere more h i g h ly  in v o lv e d  w i th  t h e i r  c h i l d ' s  a c h ie v e m e n t .  These 

m o th e r s  w ere more k n o w led g eab le  a b o u t  c h i l d  deve lopm en t and were g e n ­

e r a l l y  more a b l e  t o  m eet and t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  c h i l d  

( L i l e y ,  1 9 6 9 ) .

E l a r d o ,  B r a d le y ,  and C a ld w e l l  (1975) o b se rv e d  a num ber o f  

c h i l d r e n  s i x  m onths o ld  and l a t e r  when th e y  were t h r e e  t e s t e d  them 

u s in g  t h e  S t a n f o r d  B i n e t  I n t e l l i g e n c e  T e s t .  They r e p o r t e d  many ways 

i n  w hich  what th e y  saw i n  t h e  home a t  s i x  m onths o f  age  c o u ld  be 

r e l a t e d  t o  th e  p e rfo rm a n c e  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n  a t  t h r e e  y e a r s  o f  a g e .
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Need f o r  P r e p a r a t i o n

G iven  t h e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  t h e  p a r e n t a l  r o l e  i n  e a r l y  c h i ld h o o d ,
i t  i s  i r o n i c  t h a t  so  few p a r e n t s  a r e  p r o p e r l y  p r e p a r e d  f o r  

. p a r e n t h o o d . . .Our s o c i e t y  d o es  n o t  e d u c a t e  i t s  c i t i z e n s  t o .
assum e t h e  p a r e n t a l  r o l e  (W hite ,  1975, p .  5 ) .

L e M a ste rs  (1970) c i t e s  a v a r i e t y  o f  p rob lem s f a c e d  by p a r e n t s  

i n .  modern Am erica and s t a t e s  t h a t  po o r  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  p a re n th o o d  

r o l e  m a g n i f i e s  t h e  p ro b le m . He f u r t h e r  c h a rg e s  t h a t  m a le s  i n  p a r t i ­

c u l a r  a r e  n o t  a d e q u a t e ly  p r e p a r e d  f o r  t h e i r  r o l e s  a s  f a t h e r s ,  " G i r l s  

have  d o l l s  and b u g g i e s ,  l a t e r ,  home econom ics  and c h i l d ,  d e v e lo p m en t ;  

women's m ag a z in e s  f e a t u r e  a r t i c l e s  on c h i l d  r e a r i n g ,  m e n 's  m ag az in es  

f e a t u r e  s p o r t s  and g i r l s  i n  s c a n t y  o u t f i t s "  (p .  1 4 5 ) .  Benson (1967). 

a r g u e s  t h a t  m o th e r s  may r e c e i v e  s o c i a l i z a t i o n  f o r  t h e  m o th e r  r o l e  b u t  

t h i s  s o c i a l i z a t i o n  i s  n o t  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  t h e  t r a i n i n g  and knowledge 

t h e y  w i l l  need  t o  p e r fo rm  t h e i r  d u t i e s .

A u t h o r i t i e s  s u g g e s t  t h e  b i r t h  o f  t h e  f i r s t  baby  i s  a c r i s i s  f o r  

many c o u p le s  (L e M a s te f s , 1957; D y er ,  1965;. J a c c o b y , 1 9 6 9 ) .  T h is  t r a n s  

i t i o n  t o  p a re n th o o d  i s  made d i f f i c u l t  f o r  b o t h  m o th e rs  and f a t h e r s  by 

a l a c k  o f  g u i d e l i n e s  t o  s u c c e s s f u l  p a re n th o o d  ( R o s s i ,  1 9 6 8 ) .  However, 

r e s e a r c h e r s  s u g g e s t  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  p a re n th o o d  can  be a n  e f f e c t i v e  

means f o r  l e s s e n i n g  t h e  c r i s i s  w hich  o f t e n  accom pan ies  p a re n th o o d  and 

s h o u ld  be  em phas ized  f o r  a l l  c o u p le s  c o n te m p la t in g  h a y in g  c h i l d r e n  • 

(D y er ,  1963; L e M a s te r s , 1 9 5 7 ) .

M ethods f o r  Improvement

The a c c u m u la t in g  e v id e n c e  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  p a r e n t s  have g r e a t
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i n f l u e n c e  upon th e  b e h a v io r  o f  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e i r  
i n t e l l e c t u a l  and academ ic  a c h ie v e m e n t , and t h a t  p rog ram s which 
t e a c h  p a r e n t s  s k i l l s  i n  e d u c a t in g  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  a r e  e f f e c t i v e  ■ 
su p p le m e n ts  o r  a l t e r n a t i v e s  f o r  p r e s c h o o l  e d u c a t io n  - ( S c h a f e r , 
1972, p .  2 2 7 ) .

Combining t h e  new r e s e a r c h  w h ich  p o i n t s  t o  t h e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  t h e  

' f i r s t  few y e a r s  o f  l i f e  and t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  p a r e n t s  a r e  th e  p rim e 

e d u c a t o r s  o f  t h e  c h i l d  d u r in g  t h i s  t im e ,  new program s have  emerged 

■around t h e  c o u n t r y  i n  a n  e f f o r t  t o  p r e p a r e  p a r e n t s  f o r  t h e s e  r e s p o n s ­

i b i l i t i e s .

B r o o k l in e  E a r l y  E d u c a t io n  P r o j e c t . The B r o o k l in e  E a r ly  E d u c a t io n  

P r o j e c t  (BEEP) i s  a p u b l i c a l l y  o p e r a t e d  program  aimed a t  p a r e n t s  w i th  

b a b i e s .  A l l  f a m i l i e s  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  B o s to n  subu rb  o f  B r o o k l in e  were 

i n v i t e d  t o  j o i n  i n  t h e  e x p e r im e n t  w hich  p r o v id e s  an  i n t e n s i v e  s e r i e s  o f
■ I ■ ’ :

m e d ic a l  and p s y c h o l o g i c a l  e x a m in a t io n s  d e v i s e d  t o  d e t e c t  any  p rob lem s 

i n  t h e  c h i l d  a t  key  p e r i o d s  o f  d e v e lo p m e n t i A t e a c h e r  v i s i t s  t h e  home 

on a r e g u l a r  b a s i s  and works w i th  th e  p a r e n t s  t o  t e a c h  them, how to  

re sp o n d  t o  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ' s  n eed s  a c c o r d in g  t o  t h e i r  d e v e lo p m e n ta l  

s t a g e . .

BEEP h a s  c l e a r l y  b u i l t  t h e  f o u n d a t io n s  o f  a t o t a l l y  new ty p e  
o f  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  sy s tem  f o r  b a b ie s  and young c h i l d r e n -a  system  
i n  w h ich  p a r e n t s  do th e  a c t u a l  t e a c h i n g ,  b u t  r e c e i v e  e x t r a ­
o r d i n a r y  t e c h n i c a l  s u p p o r t :  m asses  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  home v i s i t s ,
t r a i n i n g ,  c o n s u l t a n t s ,  b o o k s ,  t o y s ,  h i g h ly  s p e c i f i c  t e s t s  o f  
t h e  b a b y ' s  p h y s i c a l ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l  and e m o t io n a l  s t a t e ,  o c c a s i o n a l  
c h i l d  c a r e ,  r e f e r r a l s  and s t r o n g  advocacy  w henever n e c e s s a r y .  
N o th in g  l i k e  i t  has  e v e r  b e e n  t r i e d  b e f o r e  ( P i n e s ,  1975, p .  88) .

,  .

. O th e r  P ro g ra m s . T o le d o ,  Ohio h a s  a p a r e n t - i n f a n t  e n r ic h m e n t  

p rogram  f o r  women be tw een  tw e lv e  and n i n e t e e n .  I t s  1 g o a l  i s  t o  h e lp
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t h e s e  young women assum e t h e i r  r o l e  a s  p a r e n t  and e d u c a t o r  o f  t h e  

c h i l d ,  p r o v id e  n e c e s s a r y  p a r e n t i n g  s k i l l s ,  and h e lp  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  th e  

f a m i ly  (Wagner,  1 9 7 6 ) .

A n o th e r  p i l o t  p rog ram  i n  Des M oines ,  Iowa f o c u s e s  on t h e  use  o f  

s c h o o ls  a s  a hub o f  community a c t i v i t i e s .  I t  o f f e r s  p a r e n t  t r a i n i n g  

p r o g ra m s ,  d i s c u s s i o n  g r o u p s  ̂ and o t h e r  program s a s  a p a r t  o f  th e  p u b - '

I  i c  s c h o o l s  and community c o l l e g e  s y s te m ,  e n c o u ra g in g  community 

s u p p o r t  f o r  f a m i ly  l i f e  p r o g ra m s . ■

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  p ro g ram s  o f f e r e d  by s c h o o ls  and c o l l e g e s , o t h e r  

community o r g a n i z a t i o n s  o f f e r  c l a s s e s  f o r  p a r e n t s .  T hese  in c lu d e  th e  

A m erican  N a t io n a l  Red C r o s s ,  h o s p i t a l s  t h a t  o f f e r  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  

e x p e c t a n t  m o th e r s  t o  h e lp  d e v e lo p  s k i l l s  t o  c a r e  f o r  t h e  i n f a n t ,

P u b l i c  H e a l th  D e p a r tm e n ts ,  c h u rc h e s  w hich  o f f e r  c l a s s e s  i n  p a r e n t i n g  

s k i l l s ,  and p e d i a t r i c i a n s  who g iv e  a d v ic e  c o n c e rn in g  t h e  s o c i a l  and 

e m o t io n a l  h e a l t h  o f  t h e  c h i l d  (Spock , 1 9 7 4 ) .

E d u c a t io n  o f  P a re n th o o d  P r o j e c t  (E PP). S u p p o r te d  by th e  O f f i c e  

o f  C h i ld  Developm ent i n  HEW and t h e  N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  M enta l

H e a l th .  The p u rp o se  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t  was t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h e  d e s ig n  and
\

im p le m e n ta t io n  o f  p a re n th o o d  e d u c a t io n  c u r r i c u l a  by l o c a l  sc h o o l  

s y s t e m s . The a p p ro a c h  o f  t h i s  p rogram  v a r i e s  from t h e  o t h e r  p rogram s 

m en t io n e d  i n  t h a t  i t  i s  aimed a t  c h i l d r e n  and y o u th  r a t h e r  th a n  p a r e n t s  

The E x p lo r in g  C h ildhood  Program  i s  a h  o u tg ro w th  o f  EPP. N a t i o n a l l y  

o p e r a t e d ,  i t  f o c u s e s  on h e lp i n g  h ig h  s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s  v iew  c h i ld h o o d
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and a d o le s c e n c e  a s  an  im p o r ta n t  t im e  f o r  becom ing a p e r s o n .  I t s * a im  

i s  t o  p r e p a r e  s t u d e n t s  t o  become aw are  o f  t h e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  t h e  f a m i ly  

and t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  p a r e n t s  ( S c h a e f e r ,  1 972 ) .

R e s o u rc e s  Used by P a r e n t s  

T r a d i t i o n a l  s u p p o r t s  f o r  p a r e n t i n g  a r e  c h a n g in g :

P a r e n t s  do n o t  have  th e  s u p p o r t  t h a t  was once g e n e r a l l y  a v a i l a b l e .  
The e x te n d e d  f a m i ly  i s  r a r e  i n  c o n tem p o ra ry  s o c i e t y ,  and w i th  i t s ' 
dem ise  t h e  new p a r e n t  l o s t  t h e  wisdom and d a i l y  s u p p o r t  o f  o l d e r  
f a m i ly  m em bers. The i n c r e a s e d  m o b i l i t y  and new. h o u s in g  p a t t e r n s  
o f  A m erican  f a m i l i e s  have  a l l  t o o  o f t e n  d e p r iv e d  t h e  f a m i ly  o f  
a v a r i e t y  o f  community a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  s u p p o r te d  p a r e n t i n g  and 

. f a m i ly  l i f e  ( Z i g l e r ,  1975., p .  4 1 ) .

These  changes  w hich  a r e  o c c u r r in g  i n  A m erican  S o c i e t y  a r e  a f f e c t ­

i n g  p a r e n t s  and th e  r e s o u r c e s  t o  w hich  t h e y  can t u r n  when th e y  need 

h e l p  o r  i n f o r m a t io n  i n  r e a r i n g  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .

I n s t i n c t s

W hether  o r  h o t  t h e r e  i s  an  i n n a t e  i n s t i n c t  f o r  p a r e n t i n g  i s  an  

on g o in g  a rg u m en t among r e s e a r c h e r s .  Some r e s e a r c h  i n d i c a t e s  t h e r e  

m a y .w e l l  be  an  i n h e r i t e d  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  p a r e n t i n g  (B a ra s h ,  1 977 ) .  D r . 

Spock a d v i s e s :  " T r u s t  y o u r s e l f ... .You know more th a n  you t h i n k  you

do"  (1968 , p .  3) and c o n t i n u a l l y  u r g e s  p a r e n t s  t o  t r u s t  t h e i r  common 

s e n s e .  He c o n c lu d e s  "what good m o th e r s  and f a t h e r s  i n s t i n c t i v e l y  

f e e l  l i k e . d o i n g  f o r  t h e i r  baby  i s  u s u a l l y  b e s t  a f t e r  a l l "  (p .  5 ) .

D r s . S a lk  (196.9) and Dodson (1971) a l s o  f a v o r  t h e  u s e  o f  i n s t i n c t  

o v e r  e x t e r n a l  r e s o u r c e s  f o r  p a r e n t s .  The l a t t e r  a d v i s e s  p a r e n t s  t o  

t r u s t ,  t h e i r  h e a r t s  above  t h e o r y .  I n  an  u n s u re  s i t u a t i o n , . " s c i e n c e  may
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t e l l  you one t h i n g ,  b u t  y o u r  h e a r t  t e l l s  you a n o t h e r — t r u s t  y o u r  own 

h e a r t ” ( p . 2 3 2 ) .  Love seems more im p o r ta n t  th a n  s c i e n t i f i c  i n f o r m a t io n  

B oth  Dodson and S a lk  a g r e e  t h a t  a f t e r  a l l  i s  s a id  and, done i n s t i n c t i v e  

p a r e n t a l  f e e l i n g  i s  t h e  m ost t r u s t w o r t h y  g u id e .

On th e  o t h e r  h a n d , D r s . G i n o t t  (1971) and Gordon (1970) b e l i e v e  

t h a t  lo v e  i s  n o t  enough and i n s t i n c t  i s  i n s u f f i c i e n t .  Good p a r e n t s  . 

need s k i l l s .. Love w h ich  i s  n o t  com m unicated o r  w hich i s  com m unicated , 

i n  h a rm fu l  w ays ,  w i l l  n o t  be e f f e c t i v e  and may be  c o u n t e r p r o d u c t i v e .  

T h e r e f o r e ,  p a r e n t s  need  t o  l e a r n  s k i l l s  i n  com m unica tion . D r .  G i n o t t  

d o e s  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  common s e n s e  and i n s t i n c t s  a r e  t o  be  t r u s t e d  

o v e r  know ledge and s k i l l s .  S k in n e r  r e f l e c t s  an ex tre m e  p o s i t i o n ,  p r e ­

f e r r i n g  t o  t u r n  t h e  t a s k  o f  c h i l d  r a i s i n g  o v e r  t o  s p e c i a l i s t s , and 

b e l i e v e s  t h a t  an  o r d i n a r y  p a r e n t  c a n n o t  do a good job  .(LeShan, 1970,

Po 10) .

C a l l a h a n ' (1973) does  n o t  t h i n k  t h e r e  i s  any i n n a t e  p a r e n t a l  

i n s t i n c t ,  o r  any common s e n s e  o r  even  a n y .h e a r t  w hich  h a s  n o t .b e e n  

s o c i a l l y  l e a r n e d :

A ls o ,  u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  p a r e n t a l  i n s t i n c t ,  common s e n s e ,  and h e a r t  
can  a l l  be wrong. P a r t i c u l a r l y  when a c u l t u r e  su ch  a s  ourfe i s  
u n d e rg o in g  r a p i d  change and i s  s o  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  t o  many o f  i t s  
m em bers. We may need  change i n  c h i l d  r e a r i n g  p r a c t i c e s  when 
p a s t  i n s t i n c t s  and common s e n s e  e n d o rs e d  p h y s i c a l  p u n ish m e n t ,  
r a c i s m ,  s o c i a l  i n j u s t i c e ,  a g g r e s s i o n ,  and a p a th y .  Fam ily  b r e a k ­
down, a l c o h o l i s m ,  d ru g  u s e ,  and c h i l d  a b u se  i n c r e a s e  may be 
t e l l i n g  us so m e th in g  a b o u t  t h e  s t a t e  o f  o u r  h e a r t s .  When th in g s  
a r e  f a l l i n g  a p a r t  o r  c h a n g in g ,  and p a r e n t s  a r e  r e a d in g  how -to  
books b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  s e a r c h in g  f o r  a b e t t e r  way, r e l y i n g  on a 
c o n c e p t  o f  common s e n s e  w i l l  n o t  d o . . . I  would r a t h e r  p a r e n t s  
t r u s t  t h e i r  head and th e r e b y  be opati t o  new i n f o r m a t i o n  and
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b e t t e r  ways o f  d o in g  t h i n g s  ( p . 7 3 ) .

E x ten d ed  F am ily

L eM aste rs  (1970) s e e s  t h e  s w i tc h  from a p r i m a r i l y  r u r a l  t o  a 

p r i m a r i l y  u rb a n  s o c i e t y  a s  a s o u rc e  o f  many p rob lem s f o r  t o d a y ' s  

f a m i ly .  I t  r e d u c e s  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  from t h e  e x te n d e d  f a m i ly .  : I n  

a d d i t i o n ,  m o b i l i t y  has  f o rc e d  a d e c l i n e  i n  l a r g e  f a m i ly  u n i t s  and 

i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n ,  i n  w h a te v e r  form i t  d e v e lo p s ,  i s  s e e n  by some as  

u n d e rm in in g  t h e  e x te n d e d  f a m i ly  sy s te m  (Benson, 1 9 6 8 ) .  S in c e  th e  

n u c l e a r  f a m i ly  i s  much more in d e p e n d e n t  from th e  k in  g r o u p ,  t h r e e  

d e v e lo p m en ts  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  have been  n o te d :  I )  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s

o f  t h e  e x te n d e d  f a m i ly  have been  a l t e r e d ;  2 ) o t h e r  s o c i a l  a g e n c ie s  

have  emerged t o  h a n d le  v a r i o u s  m a t t e r s  f o rm e r ly  h a n d le d  by th e  e x te n d e d  

f a m i ly ;  and 3) t h e  n u c l e a r  fam ily , has  .become th e  f o c a l  p o i n t  f o r  b o th  

e x p r e s s i v e  and i n s t r u m e n t a l  f a m i ly  i n t e r a c t i o n  (Bdgnson, 1968 , p .  8 5 ) .

R e s e a r c h e r s  have  c a l l e d  th e  a s s i s t a n c e  and com m unica tion  be tw een  

p a r e n t s  and g r a n d p a r e n t s  t h e  " l i f e l i n e  o f  t h e  modern k i n  ne tw ork"  

(Sussman & B u r c h i n a l , 1962, p .  2 4 ) .  R e s e a rc h  showed t h a t  t h e  n u c l e a r  

f a m i ly  s t i l l  p l a y s  a n  im p o r ta n t  r o l e ,  a l t h o u g h  i n  m o d i f ie d  form . S e r ­

v i c e s  i n c l u d e  c a r e  o f  c h i l d r e n ,  a d v ic e  g i v i n g ,  c o u n s e l i n g ,  and c o o p e r ­

a t i n g  w i t h  s o c i a l  a g e n c i e s .  S o c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  p r i n c i p a l  f u n c t i o n s  

o f  t h e  k i n  f a m i ly  n e tw o rk  (Sussm an, 1953; Sussman & B u r c h i n a l , 1963; 

Babchuk, 1 9 6 5 ) .

Q u a r a n t e l l i ' s 1960 s tu d y  o f  d i s a s t e r  v i c t im s  r e p o r t e d  t h e
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e x te n d e d  f a m i ly  w a s .u s e d  m ost o f t e n  a s  a s o u rc e  o f  h e l p . He co n c lu d ed  

t h a t  t h e  e x te n d e d  f a m i ly  was p r o t e c t i v e  and s u p p o r t i v e  and t h a t  th e  

k i n  g roup  i s  t h e  p r e f e r r e d ,  s o u g h t ,  and m a jo r  s o u rc e  o f  s h o r t  and long  

ru n  h e lp  i n  t im e  o f  c r i s i s .

Books ■ .

M i l l i o n s  o f  how -to  p a r e n t  books a r e  s o ld  e a ch  y e a r  in . A m erica .

P a r e n t s  a r e  f e e l i n g  over-w helm ed  and i n a d e q u a te :

I n  t h e i r  d i s t r u s t  o f  t h e i r  own e x p e r i e n c e s ,  more and more 
p a r e n t s  a r e  t u r n i n g  t o  e x p e r t s  f o r  a d v ic e .  The m a rk e t  f o r  
h o w -to  p a r e n t  books i s  h oop ing  w i t h  new t r e a t i e s ,  on " F a th e r  
Pow er" and "The Myth o f  th e  H y p e r -A c t iv e  C h i ld "  j o i n i n g  th e  
more t r a d i t i o n a l  works o f  D r. Spock (Newsweek, S e p t .  1975, 
p .  4 8 ) .

Books a r e  an  e f f e c t i v e  way t o  r e a c h  p a r e n t s .  R e a d e rs  o f  how -to  

p a r e n t  books may n o t  be a b l e  t o  f i n d  t h e i r  way th ro u g h  t h e  works o f  

F r u e d , M on tess o r i ,  G e s e l l , P i a g e t ,  o r  many o t h e r  r e s e a r c h e r s .  " P a re n t  

in g  m anuals  h e lp  t o  d i s s e m i n a t e . im p o r ta n t ,  i d e a s "  ( C a l l a h a n , 1973,

p .  66) .

The phenomenon o f  how -to  p a r e n t  books r e f l e c t s  one im p o r ta n t

a s p e c t  o f  A m erican  s o c i e t y :  a t y p i c a l l y  A m erican d e s i r e ; t o  dp b e t t e r -

th e  d e s i r e  t o  do b e t t e r  th a n  one has  b e e n  d o in g ,  b e t t e r  t h a h  t h e  n e ig h

b o r  and k i n f o l k ,  o r  b e t t e r  th a n  h i s  own p a r e n t s .

I t  i s  no s u r p r i s e  t h a t  a g u id e  book su c h  as  D r .  S p o c k 1s book 
on baby and c h i l d  c a f e  c o n t i n u a l l y  nudges t h e  B i b l e  on th e  
b e s t - s e l l e r  l i s t s - ,  f o r  more p a r e n t s  th a n  e v e r  have  t h e  f a i t h .  
They b e l i e v e  t h a t  p a r e n t i n g  can  be im proved , s h o u ld  be Im proved , 
and w i l l  be  im proved w i t h  in fo rm ed  p a r e n t s  ( C a l l a h a n ,  1973, 
p .  6 5 ) .



CHAPTER I I I .

• PROCEDURES

The prob lem  o f  t h i s  s tu d y  was t o  i d e n t i f y  th o s e  . r e s o u rc e s  

u t i l i z e d  by p a r e n t s  f o r  r e a r i n g  c h i l d r e n  a s . w e l l  a s  u n d e r s t a n d in g  

e x t e n t  o f  p a r e n t ' s ' knowledge a b o u t  t h e i r  d e v e lo p m e n t .

P o p u l a t i o n
\  • ' ■ -

P a r e n t s  o f  p r e s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n  l i v i n g  i n  Bozeman, Montana were

s e l e c t e d  a s  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  s t u d y .  S in c e  p a r e n t s  w i th  c h i l d r e n  

e n r o l l e d  i n  p r e s c h o o l  o r  day c a r e  p rogram s i n  th e  c i t y  w e r e : I )  A c c e s s ­

i b l e ;  2) would i n  g e n e r a l  be  young and m ig h t  r e l y  on some ty p e  of 

r e s o u r c e s ; and 3) l i v e  w i t h i n  a two m i le  r a d i u s  o f  Bozeman, th e y  w ere  ■ 

s e l e c t e d  a s  t h e  sam p le .
r . :
I n f o r m a t io n  c o n c e r n in g  f a t h e r s  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  i m p o r ta n t  b e c a u se

t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  u n d e r s t a n d in g  o f  what f a t h e r s  know a b o u t  c h i l d  d e v e lo p ­

m ent o r  t h e  r e s o u r c e s  th e y  em p loy . B oth  p a r e n t s  were a s k e d  t o  complete. . 

the  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  so co m p ar iso n s  c o u ld  be made betw een  m o th e r s  and 

f a t h e r s .

A l i s t  o f  l o c a l  p r e s c h o o l s  and l i c e n s e d  day c a r e  program s 

s e c u r e d  from th e  D i r e c t o r  o f  th e  Community C o o rd in a te d  C h i ld  Care S e r ­

v i c e s  showed 10 p rogram s i n  w hich  a t o t a l  o f  329 c h i l d r e n  were e n r o l l e d . 

A lthough, a n  a t t e m p t  was made t o  c o n t a c t  e a c h  program  d i r e c t o r ,  two were 

u n a v a i l a b l e .  Of th o s e  t h a t  rem ained., one r e f u s e d  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e ,  and 

a n o t h e r  was deemed i n a p p r o p r i a t e  due t o  l i m i t e d  e n r o l l m e n t . D i r e c t o r s  

o f  s i x  program s a g re e d  t o  h e lp  g a t h e r  d a t a  e x p l a i n i n g  th e  s tu d y  and
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d i s t r i b u t i n g  l e t t e r s ,  t o  p a r e n t s  a t  t h e i r  c e n t e r s , i n v i t i n g  them t o  

p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  s t u d y .  P a r e n t s  w ere a sk ed  t o  s i g n  t h e i r  name, 

a d d r e s s ,  and phone and r e t u r n  t h e  form t o  t h e i r  c e n t e r  i f  th e y  were 

w i l l i n g  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  s t u d y .  They c o u ld  th e n  be  c o n ta c te d  to  

p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  th e  s tu d y  (Appendix A ) .

E n r o l l e d  i n  t h e s e  s i x  p rogram s w ere  184 c h i l d r e n ,  o r  .55% of  

t h o s e  known t o  be r e g i s t e r e d  i n  p r e s c h o o l  o r  day c a r e  p rogram s i n  

Bozeman, M ontana .

I n s t r u m e n t

The q u e s t i o n n a i r e  was d e s ig n e d  t o  o b t a i n  a m easu re  o f  p a r e n t ’ s ■ 

knowledge o f  c h i l d  dev e lo p m en t w i th  p a r t i c u l a r  em phas is  on i n f a n t  

d e v e lo p m e n t .  A l th o u g h  s e v e r a l  s c a l e s  were a v a i l a b l e  .(B ay ley , 1969; 

U z i g i r i s  & H u n t ,  1975; G e s e l l  & H g ,  1949; C r a t t y , 1970; C a p la n ,  1970; 

S to n e  & C hurch , 1973) e a c h  was g e a re d  f o r  u se  by c h i l d  d ev e lo p m en t  

p r o f e s s i o n a l s  r a t h e r  t h a n  p a r e n t s .

B e h a v io r a l  m i l e s t o n e s  o r  landm arks c o n s id e r e d  t o  be t h e  most 

s i g n i f i c a n t  d u r in g  th e  p e r i o d  o f  b i r t h  t o  two y e a r s  o f  age  and which 

c o u ld  b e . e a s i l y  r e c o g n iz e d  by p a r e n t s  w ere s e l e c t e d  f o r  u s e . ,  These 

i n c lu d e d  i te m s  o f  p h y s i c a l ,  s o c i a l ,  l a n g u a g e , i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  and g e n e r a l  

d e v e lo p m e n t . A t o t a l  o f  48. i te m s  composed t h e  f i r s t  l i s t i n g .  They 

p e r m i t t e d  a f i l l - i n  r e s p o n s e  model so  t h a t  p a r e n t s  would s u p p ly  th e  

c o r r e c t  age  a t  w hich  t h i s  b e h a v io r  n o rm a lly ,  o c c u r r e d .

The q u e s t i o n n a i r e  was th e n  p r e s e n t e d  t o  a p a n e l  o f  c h i l d  d e v e lo p ­
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m ent p r o f e s s i o n a l s  t o  d e te r m in e  i f  t h e s e  i te m s  w e r e : I )  im p o r ta n t  i n  

d e v e lo p m e n ta l  s e q u e n c e ;  2) im p o r ta n t  t o  p a r e n t s ; 3) a c c u r a t e ; and 4) 

e x p r e s s e d  c l e a r l y .

F o l lo w in g  t h i s  e v a u l a t i o n ,  m ino r  changes  were made c o n c e rn in g  th e  

l e n g t h  o f  th e  i n s t r u m e n t  and th e  ty p e  o f  r e s p o n s e .  The number o f  i te m s  

was r e d u c e d  t o  40 and t h e  f i l l - i n  r e s p o n s e  was changed  t o  t a b u l a r  

c o lu m n s , a l t h o u g h  age  a t  w hich  th e  b e h a v io r  o c c u r r e d  was s t i l l  r e q u i r e d .

I n  o r d e r  to  g a t h e r  i n f o r m a t io n  w i th  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t ' s  

b a c k g ro u n d ,  a g e n e r a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  s e c t i o n  was d e v i s e d .  I t  i n c lu d e d  

s e x ,  a g e ,  l e v e l  and a r e a  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  number o f  c h i l d r e n ,  r e s o u r c e s  

u t i l i z e d ,  books u s e d , d e g re e  o f  p a r e n t a l  c o n f i d e n c e ,  and age  c o n s id e r e d  

•C ru c ia l  f o r  i n t e l l e c t u a l  d e v e lo p m e n t .

To f u r t h e r  r e f i n e  t h e  i n s t r u m e n t ,  t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  was com ple ted  

by 10 m a r r i e d  c o u p le s  whose c h i l d r e n  w ere  e n r o l l e d  i n  t h e  MSU Day 

C are  P rogram , Bozeman, M ontana . A f t e r  p a r e n t s  c om p le ted  t h e  q u e s t i o n ­

n a i r e  t h e y  were a s k e d :

1) Were t h e  d i r e c t i o n s  c l e a r ?

2) Was t h e  form a r r a n g e d  so  t h a t  i t  was e a sy  t o  c o m p le te ?

3) Was th e  la n g u a g e  e a sy  t o  u n d e r s t a n d ?

4)  How d id  you f e e l  a b o u t  th e  i n f o r m a t io n  r e q u e s t e d ?

. A l l  r e s p o n d e n t s  com p le ted  th e  g e n e r a l  i n f o r m a t io n  s e c t i o n  and 

f e l t  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  was p e r t i n e n t .  S ix  f a t h e r s  and t h r e e  m o th e rs  

r e f u s e d  t o  c o m p le te  t h e  knowledge s e c t i o n  o f  th e  i n s t r u m e n t  b e c a u s e  t h e
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Ianguage  was to o  s p e c i a l i z e d  and t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  r e s p o n s e  was t h r e a t ­

e n in g

The i n s t r u m e n t  was a g a in  r e v i s e d .  To r e d u c e  th e  t h r e a t e n i n g  

r e s p o n s e  a L i k e r t - t y p e  s c a l e  o f  A g r e e , D i s a g r e e ,  o r  U ndecided  was s u b ­

s t i t u t e d  f o r  t h e  age  a t  w hich th e  b e h a v io r  o c c u r r e d .  The s ta t e m e n ts  

c o n ta i n e d  th e  age  a t  w hich  t h e  b e h a v i o r . s h o u l d  o c c u r  and p a r e n t s  were 

t o  resp o n d  w h e th e r  th e y  a g re e d  w i th  t h e  age  s u p p l i e d  i n  t h e  s t a t e m e n t .

I n s t r u m e n t  V a l i d i t y . To d e te r m in e  i f  th e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  was m eas­

u r i n g  knowledge o f  i n f a n t  d e v e lo p m e n t , t h e  r e v i s e d  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  was 

a d m i n i s t e r e d  t o  20 s t u d e n t s  e n r o l l e d  i n  a b e g in n in g  l e v e l  C h i ld  D e v e lo p ­

m e n t  c l a s s  w hich  had j u s t  c o m p le te d  a u n i t  on in fa n t ,  d e v e lo p m e n t ;

S tu d e n t  s c o r e s  ra n g e d  from 22 t o  35 b u t  o f  a p o s s i b l e  s c o r e  o f  40.

R e l i a b i l i t y . To m ea su re  t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  i n s t r u m e n t  th e  

s c o r e s  o f  t h e  C h i ld  Developm ent s t u d e n t s  were t e s t e d  u s in g  S p l i t - H a l v e s  

R e l i a b i l i t y .  U sing  t h e  Spearman-Brown fo rm u la  (Tuckman, 1972) a r e l ­

i a b i l i t y  o f  .80  was found .

I te m  A n a l y s i s . An i te m  a n a l y s i s  was c a l c u l a t e d  u s in g  th e  s c o r e s  

o f  t h e  C h i ld  Developm ent s t u d e n t s .  I te m s  w i th  a d i f f i c u l t y  index  

be tw een  .33 and .67 were r e t a i n e d  a s  b e in g  a d e q u a te ly  d i f f i c u l t .  F iv e  

i te m s  w i th  ah in d e x  below  .33 were rew o rd e d .  I tem s  w i th  ah  in d ex  o f  

d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  above  .60  were r e t a i n e d  a s  b e in g  a d e q u a t e ly  d i s c r im r  

i n a t i n g .  F iv e  i te m s  were e l i m i n a t e d  (Tuckman, 1972) .

The f i n a l  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  had two s e c t i o n s ,  t h e  g e n e r a l  background
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i n f o r m a t io n  s e c t i o n  a b o u t  th e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  and a second  s e c t i o n  which 

c o n ta in e d  35 i te m s  on i n f a n t  deve lopm en t (Appendix B ) .

Method o f  C o l l e c t i n g  Data

The m ost e f f e c t i v e  means f o r  d i s t r i b u t i n g  th e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  was 

d e te r m in e d  t o  be t h e  U. S . m a i l . P a r e n t s  who had i n d i c a t e d  a d e s i r e  

t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  were c o n ta c t e d  e i t h e r  i n  p e r s o n  o r  by p h o n e .  M arr ied  

c o u p le s  r e s i d i n g  t o g e t h e r  and l i v i n g  w i t h i n  a two m i le  r a d i u s  Ofy Bozem an, 

Montana w ere  m a i le d  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s .  A t o t a l  o f  60 p a i r s  o f  q u e s t i o n ­

n a i r e s  was m a i l e d .

To m o t i v a t e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  t o  r e t u r n  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s , i n  t h e  i n i t i a l  

phone c o n t a c t  p a r e n t s  w ere  t o l d  t h e  p u rp o se  o f  t h e  s tu d y  arid enco u rag ed  

t o  c o m p le te  and r e t u r n  t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  q u i c k l y .  I n c lu d e d  w i th  each  

p a i r  o f  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  was a c o v e r  l e t t e r  w hich  e x p la i n e d  t h e  s tu d y ,  

s t r e s s e d  t h e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  c o m p le t in g  them , and w here t o  r e t u r n  them .

I f  a q u e s t i o n n a i r e  was n o t  r e t u r n e d ,  t h e  p a r e n t s  were remirided a t  t h e i r  

c e n t e r  w i th  a w r i t t e n  n o t e . P a r e n t s  w ere  a l s o  i n s t r u c t e d  how t o  o b t a i n  

a second  i n s t r u m e n t  i f  f o r  some r e a s o n  th e  f i r s t  one was l o s t .

A n a ly s i s  o f  Data
• . ’ i • •

I te m s  on th e  knowledge o f  i n f a n t  deve lopm en t s e c t i o n  were s c o re d
■

s o  t h a t  h i g h e r  s c o r e s  r e f l e c t e d  a h ig h e r ,  l e v e l  o f  k n o w led g e . Each 

c o r r e c t  r e s p o n s e  r e c e i v e d  one p o i n t  m aking th e  h i g h e s t  p o s s i b l e  s c o re  

35 . I f  t h e  r e s p o n s e  was m arked U n d ec id ed ,  i t  was m a r k e d 'z e r o  end c o n ­

s i d e r e d  i n c o r r e c t .



Means and v a r i a n c e s  were e s t i m a t e d  f o r  e a c h  r e s p o n d e n t . Data 

were s t r a t i f i e d  a c c o r d in g  to . th e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  in c lu d e d  a s  p a r t  o f  

t h e  b ack g ro u n d  i n f o r m a t i o n :  - s e x ,  a g e , number o f  c h i l d r e n ,  l e v e l  and

■area o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  r e s o u r c e s  u t i l i z e d  ̂ d e g re e  o f  p a r e n t a l  c o n f i d e n c e , 

and age c o n s id e r e d  c r u c i a l  f o r  i n t e l l e c t u a l  d e v e lo p m e n t . Means and 

v a r i a n c e s  were e s t i m a t e d  f o r  e ach  s t r a t u m .

Mean c o m p a r iso n s  were made u s in g  a s t a n d a r d  t - t e s t .  S t a t i s t i c a l  

s i g n i f i c a n c e  was assumed a t  p .0 5  o r  l e s s .



CHAPTER IV

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  s tu d y  was t o  d e te rm in e  r e s o u r c e s  p a r e n t s  

u t i l i z e  when th e y  need  h e lp  i n  r a i s i n g  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  and t o  o b t a i n  

a m easu re  o f  p a r e n t s '  knowledge o f  i n f a n t  d e v e lo p m e n t .

D e s c r i p t i o n  o f  Sample

A t o t a l  of. 171 p a r e n t s  o f  p r e s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n  were i n v i t e d  t o  

p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  s t u d y . Of t h e  55 c o u p le s  who c o n f i rm e d  t h e i r  d e s i r e  

t o  p a r t i c i p a t e , 45 c o u p le s  (887=) a c t u a l l y  com ple ted  and r e t u r n e d  ■ th e  

s u r v e y .  : •

The 45 c o u p le s  who p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  s tu d y  w ere p r e d o m in a n t ly  

c o l l e g e  e d u c a te d  (70%). The sam ple le a n e d  tow ard  yo u n g e r  a d u l t s , 

w i th  t h e  m ed ian  age b e in g  i n  t h e  30-35  age  g ro u p .  The a g e s  ranged  

from 20 t o  45 w i th  f a t h e r s  b e in g  s l i g h t l y  o l d e r  th a n  m o th e r s .  T here  

a p p e a r s  t o  be a t r e n d  tow ard  s m a l l e r  f a m i l i e s  i n  t h e  e d u c a te d  segm ents 

o f  ou r  s o c i e t y  (S c an z o n i  & S c a n z o n i , 1 9 7 6 ) .  T h is  s tu d y  would te n d  

to  a g re e  w i th  t h i s  t r e n d  a s  n e a r l y  t h r e e - f o u r t h s  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  

have  one o r  two c h i l d r e n  and o n ly  o n e - f o u r t h  have t h r e e  d r  more c h i l ­

d r e n  (T a b le  I ) .  .

Over 93% o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  had some e d u c a t io n  beyond h ig h  

s c h o o l . Only f o u r  m o th e rs  and two f a t h e r s  d id  n o t  have  some c o l l e g e .  

More f a t h e r s  had d e g r e e s  above t h e  B a c h e l o r ' s  th a n  d id  m o th e r s .  Of 

th e  m o th e r s ,  51% had a B a c h e l o r ' s  D e g re e ,  117= had a M a s t e r ' s .  D eg ree .

F o r  t h e  f a t h e r s , 267= had a B a c h e l o r ' s , 137= a M a s t e r ' s  and 387= l i s t e d
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TABLE I  
D e s c r i p t i o n  o f  S a m p l e

V a r i a b l e
M o t h e r

N
F a t h e r

I
M o t h e r

N
F a t h e r

7.
A g e

2 0 - 2 5 8 1 7 . 8 5 1 1 . 1
2 6 - 3 0 1 4 3 1 . 1 1 0 2 2 . 2
3 1 - 3 5 2 0 4 4 . 4 2 2 4 8 . 9
3 6 - 4 0 3 6 . 7 6 1 3 . 4
4 1 - 4 5 _o_ 0 . 0 2 4 . 4

4 5 1 0 0 . 0 4 5 1 0 0 . 0
L e v e l  o f  E d u c a t i o n

H i g h  S c h o o l 4 8 . 9 2 4 . 4
A t t e n d e d  C o l l e g e 1 3 2 8 . 9 8 1 7 . 8
B a c h e l o r  D e g r e e 2 3 5 1 . 1 1 2 2 6 . 7
M a s t e r  D e g r e e 5 1 1 . 1 6 1 3 . 3
A b o v e  M a s t e r ' s 0 - M 1 2 __ 3 7 . 8

4 5 1 0 0 . 0 4 5 1 0 0 . 0
A r e a  o f  E d u c a t i o n

N u r s i n g / M e d i c i n e 8 2 8 . 6 4 1 2 . 9
E d u c a t i o n 1 6 5 7 . 2 4 1 2 . 9
B u s i n e s s 2 7 . 1 8 2 5 . 8
S o c i a l  S c i e n c e 2 7 . 1 4 1 2 . 9
S c i e n c e / E n g i n e e r i n g  0 0 . 0 7 2 2 . 6
A g r i c u l t u r e 0 _ M 4 1 2 . 9

P r e p a r a t i o n  i n  C h i l d
2 8

D e v e l o p m e n t
1 0 0 . 0 3 1 1 0 0 . 0

H i g h  S c h o o l  C l a s s 9 1 4 . 8 0 0 . 0
C o l l e g e  C l a s s 2 9 4 7 . 5 1 2 2 6 . 7
N u r s i n g / M e d i c i n e 8 1 3 . 1 4 8 . 9
C o m m u n i t y  C l a s s 8 1 3 . 1 I 2 . 2
N o  P r e p a r a t i o n 7 1 K 5 2 8 6 2 . 2

6 1 *  1 0 0 . 0
N u m b e r  o f  C h i l d r e n  C o u p l e s

O n e  C h i l d  1 4  3 1 . 2
T w o  C h i l d r e n  2 0  4 4 . 4
T h r e e  o r  M o r e  1 1  2 4 . 4

4 5  1 0 0 . 0
D e g r e e  o f  P a r e n t a l  C o n f i d e n c e

4 5 1 0 0 . 0

V e r y  C o n f i d e n t 1 0 2 2 . 3 1 8 4 0 . 0
U s u a l l y  C o n f i d e n t 2 0 4 4 . 4 1 9 4 2 . 2
S o m e t i m e s  U n s u r e 1 5 3 3 . 3 8 1 7 . 8

4 5  1 0 0 . 0
C r u c i a l  A g e  o f  I n t e l l e c t u a l  D e v e l o p m e n t

4 5 1 0 0 . 0

B i r t h - 3  Y e a r s 3 1 6 8 . 9 1 3 2 8 . 9
3 - 5  Y e a r s 4 8 . 9 2 3 5 1 . 1
O v e r  5  Y e a r s 2 4 . 4 3 6 . 7
E v e r y  Y e a r 8 1 7 . 8 I M

4 5 1 0 0 . 0 4 5 1 0 0 . 0

*  S e v e n  m o t h e r s  r e p o r t e d  m u l t i p l e  p r e p a r a t i o n
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t h e m s e lv e s  a s  h a v in g  e d u c a t io n  above th e  M a s t e r ' s  l e v e l . No. m o th e rs  

had d e g r e e s  beyond th e  M a s t e r ' s  D e g re e . T h is  f i n d i n g  i s  c o n g ru e n t  

w i th  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  s e x  r o l e s  o f  o u r  s o c i e t y ,  w hich e x p e c t s  men to  

a c h ie v e  a h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n a l  l e v e l  t h a n  women (S w e rd o l f f , 1975).

The m a j o r i t y  o f  m o th e rs  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h i s  s tu d y  (18%) had 

some p r e p a r a t i o n  i n  c h i l d  d e v e lo p m e n t ,  e i t h e r  a h ig h  s c h o o l  c l a s s  (15%) 

c o l l e g e  c l a s s  (48%), community c l a s s e s  (13%), o r  s p e c i a l i z e d  t r a i n i n g  

i n  n u r s i n g  (13%) F a t h e r s  d id  n o t  r e v e a l  p r e p a r a t i o n  t o  t h i s  e x t e n t .  

Only 27% o f  t h e  f a t h e r s  had a c l a s s  i n  c h i l d  d e v e lo p m e n t , .9% h a d .  

s p e c i a l i z e d  t r a i n i n g  i n  m e d i c in e ,  and o n ly  one f a t h e r  r e p o r t e d  h av in g  

b e e n  i n  any community c l a s s .  Only 12% o f  t h e  m o th e rs  r e p o r t e d  no 

p r e p a r a t i o n ,  i n  c h i l d  deve lopm en t w h i le  62% o f  th e  f a t h e r s  had n o n e .

T h i s  i s  a g a in  a r e f l e c t i o n  o f  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  p a t t e r n s  i n  o u r  s o c i e t y .  

Women have been  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  c h i l d  r e a r i n g  w h i le  men have been  . 

r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  m o n e ta ry  s u p p o r t  (S w e rd o l f f , 1 9 75 ) .  Women have f e l t  

t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  p r e p a r i n g  th e m s e lv e s  f o r  r a i s i n g  c h i l d r e n  as  e v id e n c e d  

by th e  l a r g e  p e r c e n ta g e  o f  women i n  t h i s  sam ple  who had some p r e ­

p a r a t i o n  in  c h i l d  d e v e lo p m e n t .

P a r e n t s  r e s p o n d in g  t o  t h i s  s u rv e y  r e p o r t e d  v a r i o u s  a r e a s  o f  

e d u c a t i o n .  M others  r e s p o n d in g  were e d u c a te d  i n  f i e l d s  c o n s id e r e d  t o  

be  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  wom en's: e d u c a t io n  (58%). and n u r s i n g  (29%).. Only

two m o th e rs  r e p o r t e d  h a v in g  d e g re e s  i n  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e  and two i n  b u s ­

i n e s s .  F a t h e r s  a l s o  r e p r e s e n t e d  a r e a s  c o n s id e r e d  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  m a l e :
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25% h a v in g  d e g re e s  i n  b u s i n e s s ,  23% s c i e n c e  and e n g i n e e r i n g .  Four 

f a t h e r s  r e p o r t e d  h a v in g  d e g r e e s  i n  t h e  a r e a s  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  s o c i a l  

s c i e n c e ,  a g r i c u l t u r e  and m e d i c in e .

The m a j o r i t y  o f  p a r e n t s  r e s p o n d in g  t o  t h i s  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  were 

u s u a l l y  c o n f i d e n t  i n  t h e i r  a b i l i t i e s  a s  p a r e n t s . F a t h e r s  were more 

c o n f i d e n t  th a n  m o th e r s ,  w i th  o n ly  14% b e in g  som etim es u n s u re  o f  them ­

s e l v e s .  Of t h e  m o t h e r s , 22% were v e ry  c o n f i d e n t  i n  t h e i r  a b i l i t i e s  

and 44% were u s u a l l y  c o n f i d e n t .  N e a r ly  o n e - t h i r d  o f  t h e  m o th e rs  

r e p o r t e d  b e in g  u n s u re  o f  t h e m s e lv e s . F a t h e r s  were more c o n f i d e n t  in  

t h e i r  a b i l i t i e s  and 44% were u s u a l l y  c o n f i d e n t .  N e a r ly  o n e - t h i r d  o f  

t h e  m o th e rs  r e p o r t e d  b e in g  u n s u re  o f  t h e m s e lv e s . F a t h e r s  were more 

c o n f i d e n t  th a n  m o th e r s ,  w i th  42% b e in g  v e ry  c o n f i d e n t  and 44% u s u a l ly ,  

c o n f i d e n t .  No m o th e rs  o r  f a t h e r s  i n  t h i s  sam ple r e p o r t e d  th e m s e lv e s  

a s  u n s u r e - -  t h i s  was a v e ry  c o n f i d e n t  g ro u p  o f  p a r e n t s .

P a r e n t s  w ere  a sk e d  t o  i n d i c a t e  what age  th e y  c o n s id e r e d  m ost 

c r u c i a l  i n  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  deve lopm en t o f  th e  c h i l d .  More m o th e rs  

t h a n  f a t h e r s  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  y e a r s  o f  l i f e  were t h e  most 

i m p o r t a n t .  More f a t h e r s  s a i d  th e  p r e s c h o o l  y e a r s  were t h e  m ost im por t  

a n t .  E ig h t  m o th e rs  and s i x  f a t h e r s  e x p r e s s e d  th e  o p in io n  t h a t  e v e ry  

y e a r  was i m p o r t a n t .  Only two m o th e rs  and t h r e e  f a t h e r s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  

t h e  y e a r s  a f t e r  f i v e  w ere t h e  m ost c r u c i a l  i n  th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  d e v e lo p

m ent o f  t h e  c h i l d .
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R e p r e s e n t a t i v e n e s s  o f  Sample

The 1970 U. S . Census r e v e a l e d  t h a t  t h e r e  were 1020 f a m i l i e s  

w i th  husband  and w i fe  h a v in g  c h i l d r e n  u n d h r  s i x  y e a r s  o f  age  i n  

Bozeman. At t h a t  t im e  t h e r e  were o n ly  107 c h i l d r e n  e n r o l l e d  i n  p r e ­

s c h o o l  p rogram s i n  Bozeman. The number of,  p r e s c h o o l s  has  i n c r e a s e d  

s u b s t a n t i a l l y  s i n c e  1970 and t h e r e  a r e  now 329 s p a c e s  f o r  c h i l d r e n  i n '  

p r e s c h o o l  p rogram s i n  Bozeman. T h is  sam ple  r e p r e s e n t s  13.7% o f  t h o s e  

p a r e n t s  known t o  have  c h i l d r e n  e n r o l l e d  i n  p r e s c h o o l  p ro g ra m s .

I n  1970, 22% o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  Bozeman was be tw een  th e  ages  

o f  2 0 -2 4 .  Seven y e a r s  l a t e r  t h i s  age  g roup  would b e  i n  27-31  age 

ran g e  w hich  i s  h e a v i l y  r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h i s  sam ple by 31% o f  t h e  m o th e r s  

and 22% o f  t h e  f a t h e r s .

I n  Bozeman t h e  m ed ian  number o f  y e a r s  o f  S c h o o l in g  com ple ted  f o r  

m a le s  o v e r  25 i s  1 3 .6 ,  f o r  f e m a le s  25 and o v e r  1 2 .9 .  I n  t h i s  sam p le ,  

f a t h e r s  had a m edian  o f  16 .7  y e a r s  w h i le  m o th e rs  had a m ed ian  o f  15 

y e a r s .  B o th  t h e s e  g ro u p s  exceed  th e  a v e ra g e  number o f  y e a r s  o f  s c h o o l ­

in g  and a r e  n o t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  as  a w h o le .

E x a m in a t io n  o f  Data

S c o r in g

A t o t a l  s c o r e  on knowld e g e  o f  i n f a n t  deve lopm en t was c a l c u l a t e d  

f o r  e a ch  r e s p o n d e n t .  H ig h e r  s c o r e s  r e f l e c t e d  more knowledge o f  i n f a n t  

d e v e lo p m e n t ,  w i th  35 b e in g  th e  h i g h e s t  s c o re  p o s s i b l e .  D ata  were 

s t r a t i f i e d  a c c o r d in g  t o  i n f o r m a t io n  o b ta in e d  on th e  g e n e r a l  i n f o r m a t io n
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s e c t i o n :  m o th e r  o r  f a t h e r , age  o f  p a r e n t s , l e v e l  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  a r e a

o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  p r e p a r a t i o n  i n  c h i l d  d e v e lo p m e n t , r e s o u r c e s  u t i l i z e d ,  

d e g re e  o f  p a r e n t a l  c o n f i d e n c e ,  and age  c o n s id e r e d  c r u c i a l  f o r  i n t e l l ­

e c t u a l  deve lopm en t o f  t h e  c h i l d .

P r im a ry  R e so u rce s

P r im a ry  r e s o u r c e s  u t i l i z e d  by p a r e n t s  i n  c h i l d r e a r i n g  were 

shown by q u e s t i o n s  l i k e , "When you need  h e lp  o r  i n f o r m a t io n  abou t  

r a i s i n g  y o u r  c h i l d r e n ,  where do you go f i r s t ? "  I t  was s u r p r i s i n g  t o  

f i n d  t h a t  b o th  m o th e rs  (40%) and f a t h e r s  (46%) r e l y  h e a v i l y  on t h e i r  

i n s t i n c t s  i n  c h i l d r e a r i n g  (F ig u re  I ) .

Spock (1 9 6 9 ) ,  Dodson (1 9 7 1 ) ,  and Le Shan (1970) a l l  a d v is e  

pa r e n t  s ',to r e l y  on th e m s e lv e s  and do what comes n a t u r a l l y  i n  c h i l d  

r e a r i n g .  A p p a r e n t ly  p a r e n t s  i n  t h i s  sam ple  f e e l  c o n f i d e n t  i n  t h e i r  

a b i l i t i e s  a s  p a r e n t s  and t h a t  t h e i r  i n s t i n c t s  p r o v id e  a b a s i s  f o r  

r a i s i n g  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .  S e v e r a l  p a r e n t s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  th e y  r e l i e d  

c o m p le te ly  on t h e i r  i n s t i n c t s  and d id  n o t  f e e l  t h e  need  t o  s e e k  a d d i ­

t i o n a l  h e l p . P e rh a p s  t h e  a d v ic e  o f  t h e  ' e x p e r t s '  f o r  p a r e n t s  t o  t r u s t  

th e m s e lv e s  i s  b e in g  heeded  by a l a r g e  number o f  p a r e n t s ,

F o r  m o th e rs  t h e  n e x t  m ost w id e ly  u sed  r e s o u r c e  was th e  e x te n d e d  

f a m i ly  (24%). Only f o u r  f a t h e r s  used  t h i s  a s  a p r im a ry  r e s o u r c e .  

F a t h e r s  r e l i e d  more on t h e i r  w ives  f o r  h e lp  (27%) t h a n  m o th e rs  r e l i e d  

on h u sbands  (13%). T h is  i s  c o n g ru e n t  W ith th e  f i n d i n g  t h a t  th e  m a j o r ­

i t y  o f  m o th e rs  had some p r e v io u s  p r e p a r a t i o n  i n  c h i l d  deve lopm en t
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s u g g e s t i n g  f a t h e r s  t e n d  t o  r e l y  more on m o th e r s . F a t h e r s  who had not 

r e c e iv e d  a good d e a l  o f  p r e p a r a t i o n  i n  c h i l d  deve lopm en t were no t 

r e l i e d  on a s  a p r im a ry  r e s o u r c e  by many m o th e r s .

Books were u sed  by more m o th e rs  (157=) th a n  f a t h e r s  (97=) as  p r im ­

a r y  r e s o u r c e s . F r i e n d s  were r a r e l y  used  a s  a p r im a ry  r e s o u r c e  by e i t h e r  

m others o r  f a t h e r s  (77= e a c h ) .  No m o th e rs  r e p o r t e d  u s in g  a d o c to r  a s  a 

p r im a ry  r e s o u r c e , b u t  one f a t h e r  who was a l s o  a p h y s i c i a n  l i s t e d  one 

d o c to r  (F ig u re  I )  .

MOTHERS FATHERS

F ig u r e  I .  P r im ary  r e s o u r c e s  u t i l i z e d  by p a r e n t s  in  c h i l d r e a r i n g .  

S econdary  R e so u rc e s

S eco n d a ry  r e s o u r c e s  o f  p a r e n t s  were i d e n t i f i e d  b y ,  " I f  your  f i r s t  

c h o ic e  i s  n o t  a v a i l a b l e , which r e s o u r c e  do you go t o  n e x t ? "  I n  g e n ­

e r a l ,  m o th e rs  used  more r e s o u r c e s  th a n  d id  f a t h e r s . S e v e r a l  m o th e rs
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and f a t h e r s  i n d i c a t e d  more th a n  one s e c o n d a ry  r e s o u r c e , making p e r ­

c e n ta g e  e s t i m a t e s  o f  p a r e n t s  i m p r a c t i c a l .  Numbers o f  p a r e n t s  u s in g  

e a ch  r e s o u r c e  as  s e c o n d a ry  w i l l  be r e p o r t e d .  S e v e r a l  m o th e rs  (23) and 

f a t h e r s  (11) r e p o r t e d  u s in g  a d o c to r  a s  a s e c o n d a ry  r e s o u r c e ,  m e n t io n ­

in g  t h a t  t h i s  was g e n e r a l l y  in  th e  c a s e  o f  a m e d ic a l  p ro b le m . The 

e x te n d e d  f a m i ly  was a more v a lu a b l e  r e s o u r c e  f o r  21 m o th e rs  th a n  f o r  

f i v e  f a t h e r s  (F ig u re  2 ) .

R esou rce

F r ie n d s

D o c to r

Books

I n s t i n c t s

E xtended
F am ily

P re s c h o o l
T e a c h e r

F i g u r e  2 .  S eco n d a ry  r e s o u r c e s  u t i l i z e d  by p a r e n t s  i n  c h i l d r e a r i n g .
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The c h i l d ' s  p r e s c h o o l  t e a c h e r  was a v a l u a b l e  r e s o u r c e  f o r  f i v e  

m o th e rs  and two f a t h e r s .  Books were used  by tw en ty  m o th e r s  and tw e lv e  

f a t h e r s .

B o o k s . To d i s c o v e r  which books a r e  f r e q u e n t l y  used  by p a r e n t s , 

th e y  were a sk e d  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h e  ones th e y  had r e a d  o r  u s e d .  Dr. S p o c k 1s 

Baby and C h i ld  C are  was r e a d  by more m o th e r s  (29) and f a t h e r s  (17) th a n  

any o t h e r  boo k .  A lm ost h a l f  t h e  f a t h e r s  who r e p o r t e d  r e a d in g  books 

l i s t e d  S p o c k 1s b o o k .  No o t h e r  book  was r e a d  by n e a r l y  a s  many m o th e rs  

o r  f a t h e r s  (F ig u re  3 ) .

G in o t tV s  B etw een P a r e n t  and C h i ld  was second  m ost p o p u la r  w i th  

m o th e rs  and was r e a d  by f i v e  f a t h e r s .  H g  & Ames was t h i r d  m ost pop ­

u l a r  w i th  n i n e  m o th e rs  and t h r e e  f a t h e r s ,  fo l lo w e d  by a wide v a r i e t y  

o f  o t h e r  b o o k s .
t

A lth o u g h  p a r e n t s  i n  t h i s  sam ple  a r e  a h i g h ly  e d u c a te d  group on 

t h e  w h o le ,  o n ly  a s m a l l  number o f  m o th e rs  (7) used  books a s  a p r im ­

a r y  r e s o u r c e . N e a r ly  h a l f  t h e  m o th e rs  (23) used  books as  a s e c o n d a ry  

r e s o u r c e .  F a t h e r s  u se  few er  books th a n  m o th e r s ,  w i th  o n ly  f o u r  f a t h e r s  

u s in g  books a s  a p r im a ry  r e s o u r c e , and 12 u s in g  them a s  a se c o n d a ry  

r e s o u r c e . The m a j o r i t y  o f  f a t h e r s  i n  t h i s  s tu d y  have n o t  u sed  books 

a s  a s o u rc e  o f  i n f o r m a t io n  a b o u t  r a i s i n g  c h i l d r e n ,  b u t  f o r  m o th e r s ,  books 

a r e  an im p o r ta n t  s o u rc e  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n . T h is  i s  c o n g ru e n t  w i th  th e  

f i n d i n g  t h a t  more m o th e r s  th a n  f a t h e r s  p r e p a r e  th e m s e lv e s  f o r  p a r e n t -
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Number o f
Books M others F a t h e r s

Baby and C h i ld  Care - Spoc

Between P a r e n t  and C h i ld G i n o t t

C h i ld  B e h a v io r  -  I l g  & Ames

B e t t e r  Homes and G arden  Ba
Book

How t o  P a r e n t  - Dobson

F i r s t  Three  Y ears  o f  L i f e
W hite

C h i ld r e n  th e  C h a l le n g e
D re ik u r s

How t o  R a is e  a Human B eing
Salk

B i b l e

P a r e n t  E f f e c t i v e n e s s  T r a in i n g
Gordon

The Magic Y ears  - F r a i b e r g

How t o  F a t h e r  - Dobson

Growing C h i ld  S e r i e s

F ig u r e  3 . Books on c h i l d r e a r i n g  f r e q u e n t l y  used by p a r e n t s
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h o o d .

D i f f e r e n c e s  B e t w e e n  M o t h e r s  a n d  F a t h e r s

A l l  m o th e rs  s c o re d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  h i g h e r  th a n  a l l  f a t h e r s  i n d i c a t ­

in g  th e y  were more kno w led g eab le  a b o u t  i n f a n t  deve lopm en t th a n  f a t h e r s .  

The mean s c o r e  f o r  a l l  m o th e rs  was 28 .0 7  and f o r  a l l  f a t h e r s  2 5 .1 8 .  

M o thers  had more p r e p a r a t i o n  and t r a i n i n g  i n  c h i l d  deve lopm en t though  

f a t h e r s  had a h i g h e r  l e v e l  o f  e d u c a t i o n .  M others  u se d  more r e s o u r c e s  

th a n  f a t h e r s .

The d i f f e r e n c e s  be tw een  m o th e rs  and f a t h e r s  were n o t  s i g n i f i c a n t  

w i t h i n  a l l  g r o u p s .  To d e te rm in e  a r e a s  where v a r i a t i o n s  o c c u r r e d  i t  

was n e c e s s a r y  t o  exam ine r e s p o n s e s  by s t r a t u m .

L e v e l  o f  E d u c a t i o n . Mean s c o r e s  o f  m o th e rs  and f a t h e r s  as  r e l a t e d  

t o  l e v e l  o f  e d u c a t io n  made l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n c e  on knowledge o f  i n f a n t  

deve lopm en t f o r  m o th e r s .  Mean s c o r e s  f o r  m o th e rs  w i th o u t  a c o l l e g e  

d e g re e  w ere s l i g h t l y  h i g h e r  th a n  f o r  m o th e r s  w i th  a B a c h e l o r ' s  D eg ree .  

M others  w i t h  a M a s t e r ' s  D egree  s c o r e d  h i g h e s t  b u t  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n c e s  

w ere  n o t  s i g n i f i c a n t .  Only f o u r  m o th e rs  had no c o l l e g e  and 13 m o th e rs  

w i th o u t  a d e g re e  had some c o l l e g e .  L e v e l  o f  e d u c a t io n  a p p e a r s  t o  make 

l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n c e  b u t  t h e r e  i s  a l a c k  o f  p e o p le  w i th  a h ig h  sc h o o l  

e d u c a t i o n  o r  be low  t o  be s u r e  o f  th e  e f f e c t  o f  a d d i t i o n a l  s t u d y .  F o r  

m o th e rs  w i th  a c o l l e g e  e d u c a t i o n ,  l e v e l  o f  e d u c a t io n  made l i t t l e  d i f ­

f e r e n c e  .

A B a c h e l o r ' s  Degree  had a n e g a t i v e  e f f e c t  on f a t h e r ' s  mean s c o re
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due t o  t h e  wide r a n g e  o f  s c o r e s , and f e l l  o u t s i d e  t h e  95% l i m i t s  o f  

a l l  f a t h e r s .  F a t h e r s  w i th o u t  a c o l l e g e  d e g re e  had an  o v e r a l l ,  mean 

s c o r e  s l i g h t l y  h i g h e r  th a n  f a t h e r s  w i th  a B a c h e l o r ’ s o r  f a t h e r s  w i th  ' 

a M a s te r  s o r  a b o v e i Only t e n  f a t h e r s  d id  n o t  have a c o l l e g e  d e g re e  

so  t h e  n u m b er . r e p r e s e n t e d  by t h i s  g roup  i s  s m a l l .  ' F o r  f a t h e r s  w i th  a 

c o l l e g e  e d u c a t i o n ,  l e v e l  o f  e d u c a t i o n  had no • s i g t i i f IeanceV x
. '  '  v , - ' . .  .'■■■ - V  '  . .  ■ "

When com paring  m o th e r s  t o  f a t h e r s  some s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  

w ere r e v e a l e d .  Mean sco re 's  • ,o f  a l l  m o th e rs  w i th  a B a c h e l o r ' s  Degree 

d i f f e r e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  from s c o r e s  o f  f a t h e r s  w i th  a B a c h e l o r ' s  a t  

p .0 5  l e v e l  o r  l e s s . M others  w i th  a M a s te r  s Degree s c o re d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  

h i g h e r  t h a n  f a t h e r s  w i th  a M a s t e r ' s  D egree o r  a b o v e . , • *

M others  w i th o u t  a c o l l e g e  d e g re e  d id  riot d i f fe r - ,  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  

from f a t h e r s  w i th o u t  a c o l l e g e  d e g re e  o f  from f a t h e r s  w i th  a M a s t e r ' s

d e g re e  o r  a b o v e , b u t  th e y  d id  d i f f e r  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  from f a t h e r s  w i th
. '

a B a c h e l o r ' s .  M others  w i th  a M a s t e r ' s  d i f f e r e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  from 

f a t h e r s  a t  a l l  l e v e l s . T h is  m ig h t  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  f o r  m o th e r s ,  i n c r e a s i n g  

e d u c a t i o n  may d i f f e r e n t i a t e  them from f a t h e r s .  E d u c a t io n  seemed t o  

have  l i t t l e  e f f e c t  on f a t h e r ' s  s c o r e s .  Any c o n c l u s i o n s ,  how ever, a r e  

l i m i t e d  due t o  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l l y  b i a s e d  sam p le .  ■ '

A rea o f  E d u c a t i o n . Mean s c o r e s  o f  p a r e n t s  and a r e a  o f  e d u c a t io n  

were n o t  s i g n i f i c a n t .  M others  w i th  a. d e g re e  in  n u r s i n g  s c o re d  h ig h e r  

on know ledge o f  i n f a n t  deve lopm en t t h a n  m o th e rs  w i th  d e g re e s  i n  e d u c a ­

t i o n .  Only two m o th e rs  had d e g re e s  i n  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e  and t h e i r  mean
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s c o r e  was 32 b u t  t h e s e  may n o t  be r e f l e c t i v e  o f  o t h e r  m o th e r s  (F ig u re  

4 ) .

F a t h e r s  w i th  d e g re e s  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e , m e d ic in e ,  and s c i e n c e  and 

e n g in e e r i n g  s c o re d  h i g h e s t  w h i le  f a t h e r s  w i th  d e g re e s  i n  e d u c a t i o n ,  

b u s i n e s s  and s o c i a l  s c i e n c e  s c o re d  lo w e r .  None o f  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n c e s  

were s i g n i f i c a n t .

When com paring  f a t h e r s  t o  m o th e r s  some s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  

were r e v e a l e d .  M others  w i th  d e g re e s  i n  n u r s i n g  and s o c i a l  s c i e n c e s  

d i f f e r e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  from f a t h e r s  w i th  d e g re e s  i n  b u s i n e s s  and s o c i a l  

s c i e n c e .  However, t h e s e  f i n d i n g s  m ust be t a k e n  c a u t i o u s l y  due to  th e  

s m a l l  number o f  r e s p o n d e n t s  i n  e a c h  o f  t h e s e  a r e a s .

Area o f  e d u c a t io n  seems t o  have l i t t l e  a f f e c t  on knowledge o f  

i n f a n t  d e v e lo p m e n t ,  b u t  m o th e rs  and f a t h e r s  w i th  d e g r e e s  i n  m ed ic in e  

o r  n u r s i n g  s c o re d  s l i g h t l y  h i g h e r  t h a n  p a r e n t s  from o t h e r  a r e a s  o f  

e d u c a t i o n .  Some em phas is  i s  p l a c e d  on i n f a n t  and c h i l d  g row th  and 

dev e lo p m en t i n  t h e  m e d ic a l  f i e l d  so  t h i s  may a c c o u n t  f o r  th e  s l i g h t l y  

h i g h e r  s c o r e s .

P r e p a r a t i o n  i n  C h i ld  D e v e lo p m e n t . M others  w i th  no  p r e v io u s  p r e ­

p a r a t i o n  i n  c h i l d  deve lopm en t s c o re d  low er  t h a n  th e  mean s c o r e  f o r  a l l  

m o t h e r s . M o thers  w i th  a  c l a s s  i n  c h i l d  deve lopm en t s c o re d  h i g h e r  th a n  

m o th e r s  w i th  no p r e p a r a t i o n .  M others  w i th  s p e c i a l i z e d  t r a i n i n g  o r  

community c l a s s e s  s c o re d  h i g h e s t  b u t  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n c e s  w ere  n o t  s i g n i ­

f i c a n t  .



M e a n

A l l  No B . A .  M . A . M.A.+  N u rs in g  E d u c a t io n  B u s in e s s
Degree M ed ic ine

F i g u r e  4 .  L e v e l  and a r e a  o f  e d u c a t i o n  and mean s c o r e  on knowledge o f  i n f a n t  d e v e l o p m e n t
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F a t h e r s  w i th  no p r e v io u s  p r e p a r a t i o n  i n  c h i l d  deve lopm en t s c o re d  

low er th a n  any o t h e r  g ro u p .  F a t h e r s  w i th  a c l a s s  i n  c h i l d  deve lopm en t 

s c o re d  somewhat h i g h e r  th a n  f a t h e r s  w i th  no p r e p a r a t i o n ,  b u t  f a t h e r s  

w i th  s p e c i a l i z e d  t r a i n i n g  s c o re d  h i g h e r  th a n  any g ro u p  o f  f a t h e r s . 

F a t h e r s  w i th  no p r e p a r a t i o n  d id  n o t  d i f f e r  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  from a l l  

f a t h e r s , b u t  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  a p p ro a c h e d  s i g n i f i c a n c e  ( t - 1 . 7 2 , 32) and 

may be m e a n in g f u l .

When com paring m o th e r s  t o  f a t h e r s ,  m o th e rs  w i th  no p r e p a r a t i o n  

i n  c h i l d  deve lopm en t d id  n o t  d i f f e r  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  from f a t h e r s  a t  any 

l e v e l .  I n  o t h e r  w o rd s ,  m o th e rs  who had no p r e p a r a t i o n  i n  c h i l d  d e v e lo p ­

ment s c o r e d  more s i m i l a r  t o  f a t h e r s , who s c o re d  low er th a n  o t h e r  g ro u p s  

o f  m o th e r s .  P e rh ap s  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  m o th e r s  have had i n  c h i l d  d e v e lo p ­

ment does  make a s i g n i f i c a n t  im pact on t h e i r  knowledge o f  i n f a n t  

d e v e lo p m e n t .  The m a j o r i t y  o f  f a t h e r s  have  had no p r e p a r a t i o n  i n  c h i l d  

dev e lo p m en t and t h e i r  low er  s c o r e s  r e f l e c t  t h e i r  i n a d e q u a te  p r e p a r a t i o n .

F a t h e r s  w i th  no p r e p a r a t i o n  i n  c h i l d  deve lopm en t d i f f e r e d  s i g n i ­

f i c a n t l y  from m o th e rs  w i t h  a c l a s s  i n  c h i l d  deve lopm en t a t  p .05 o r  l e s s ,  

and from m o th e rs  w i th  s p e c i a l i z e d  t r a i n i n g  a t  p .05 o r  l e s s .  These 

d i f f e r e n c e s  a r e  h i g h l y  s i g n i f i c a n t .  P r e p a r a t i o n  i n  c h i l d  d e v e lo p m e n t , 

w h e th e r  th ro u g h  c l a s s e s  o r  s p e c i a l  t r a i n i n g  p la y s  an  im p o r ta n t  p a r t  i n  

t h e  knowledge p a r e n t s  have  o f  i n f a n t  d e v e lo p m e n t .  P r e p a r a t i o n  i n  c h i l d  

d e v e lo p m en t  a p p e a r s  t o  tie more im p o r ta n t  th a n  l e v e l  o r  a r e a  o f  e d u c a t io n  

i n  t h e  knowledge p a r e n t s  have  o f  i n f a n t  d e v e lo p m en t .  The m a j o r i t y  o f
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m o th e rs  in  t h i s  s tu d y  have had some p r e p a r a t i o n  in  c h i l d  deve lopm ent 

and t h e i r  s c o r e s  a r e  h i g h e r  th a n  m o th e rs  o r  f a t h e r s  who have had no

p r e p a r a t i o n .  P r e p a r a t i o n  i n  c h i l d  deve lopm en t i s  im p o r ta n t  i n  th e

knowledge p a r e n t s  have o f  i n f a n t  dev e lo p m en t (F ig u re  5 ) .

Mean S c o re
30

29

28

27

26

25

24

23

22

21

BM others
F a th e r s

A l l  m o th e r s  No p r e -  C h i ld  d e v .  S p e c i a l
A l l  f a t h e r s  p a r a t i o n  c l a s s  t r a i n i n g

F i g u r e  5 .  P r e p a r a t i o n  i n  c h i l d  deve lopm en t and mean s c o r e s  on knowledge 
o f  i n f a n t  d e v e lo p m en t .

P a r e n t s  knowledge and p r im a ry  r e s o u r c e s . No s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e -

e n c e s  were r e v e a le d  be tw een  p a r e n t a l  knowledge and r e s o u r c e s  u t i l i z e d

( F ig u r e  6 ) .  I t  was s p e c u l a t e d  t h a t  p a r e n t s  who used  books m igh t have 
more knowledge o f  i n f a n t  d e v e lo p m e n t .  T h is  was n o t  s u p p o r t e d  by th e

r e s u l t s .  M others  who used  i n s t i n c t s  a s  t h e i r  p r im a ry  r e s o u r c e  s c o re d  

s l i g h t l y  h ig h e r  th a n  a l l  m o t h e r s , b u t  n e a r l y  the  same as m o th e rs  who
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used  books o r  e x te n d e d  f a m i ly .

F a t h e r s  who u sed  th e  e x te n d e d  f a m i ly  s c o re d  low er t h a n  any group

o f  f a t h e r s ,  b u t  no s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  were found be tw een  any g ro u p .  

R e so u rc e s  u t i l i z e d  by p a r e n t s  d id  n o t  seem t o  be r e l a t e d  t o  t h e i r  know­

le d g e  o f  i n f a n t  d e v e lo p m e n t .

Mean S c o re s

F i g u r e  6.

M others
F a th e r s

P r im a ry  r e s o u r c e  and mean s c o r e s  on knowledge o f  i n f a n t  
d e v e lo p m e n t .

Age o f  P a r e n t s  and Knowldege o f  I n f a n t  D eve lopm en t. When com­

p a r in g  age o f  p a r e n t  t o  s c o r e  on knowledge o f  i n f a n t  deve lopm en t no 

r e l a t i o n s h i p  was found f o r  m o th e rs  o r  f a t h e r s .  One r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s
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m ig h t  be t h a t  th e  m a j o r i t y  o f  m o th e rs  and f a t h e r s  i n  t h i s  s tu d y  were 

v e ry  s i m i l a r  i n  a g e ,  be tw een  2 5 -3 5 .  Had p a r e n t s  u n d e r  20 and over  40 

b e e n  r e p r e s e n t e d  d i f f e r e n c e s  may have b e e n  e v i d e n t .

Number o f  C h i l d r e n .  M others  w i th  one c h i l d  s c o re d  low er th a n  

m o th e rs  w i th  two c h i l d r e n ,  and s c o r e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  low er  th a n  m o th e rs  

w i th  t h r e e  c h i l d r e n .

F o r  f a t h e r s  t h e  number o f  c h i l d r e n  d id  n o t  p ro d u ce  any s i g n i ­

f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e i r  knowledge o f  i n f a n t  deve lopm en t a t  any 

l e v e l .

M others  w i th  t h r e e  c h i l d r e n  s c o re d  h i g h e s t  o f  a l l  t h e  m o th e rs  

and f a t h e r s .  T h is  m ig h t  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  m o th e rs  w i th  t h r e e  o r  more 

c h i l d r e n  have  g r e a t e r  knowledge o f  i n f a n t  d e v e lo p m en t .  S in c e  m o th e rs  

a r e  n o rm a l ly  t h e  p r im a ry  c a r e t a k e r s  o f  i n f a n t s  r a i s i n g  a n  i n f a n t  may 

be more o f  a l e a r n i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  f o r  m o th e rs  th a n  f o r  f a t h e r s .

D egree  o f  P a r e n t a l  C o n f id e n c e . I t  h a s  b e e n  s t a t e d  by Dr. Spock 

and o t h e r  c h i l d  c a r e  e x p e r t s  t h a t  p a r e n t s  w i th  more c o n f id e n c e  i n  

t h e i r  a b i l i t i e s  a s  p a r e n t s  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  more e f f e c t i v e  p a r e n t s .  I t  

was h y p o th e s i z e d  t h a t  p a r e n t s  who w ere  u s u a l l y  c o n f i d e n t  i n  t h e i r  

a b i l i t i e s  a s  p a r e n t s  m ig h t  be more kno w led g eab le  a b o u t  i n f a n t  d e v e lo p ­

m en t .  The d a ta  d id  n o t  s u p p o r t  t h i s  h y p o t h e s i s .  M o the rs  who were 

v e ry  c o n f i d e n t  s c o re d  h i g h e r  t h a n  m o th e r s  who were u s u a l l y  c o n f i d e n t  

o r  som etim es u n s u r e ,  b u t  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n c e s  were n o t  s i g n i f i c a n t .  

F a t h e r s  who were v e r y  c o n f i d e n t  s c o re d  h i g h e r  th a n  f a t h e r s  who were
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u s u a l l y  c o n f i d e n t  o r  som etim es u n s u r e ,  b u t  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n c e s  were n o t  

s i g n i f i c a n t .

M others  who w ere u s u a l l y  c o n f i d e n t  d i f f e r e d  from f a t h e r s  who 

w ere u s u a l l y  c o n f i d e n t  a t  p .0 5 .  T h is  d i f f e r e n c e  m ust t a k e  i n t o  c o n ­

s i d e r a t i o n  th e  two f a t h e r s  w i th  e x tre m e  s c o r e s  o f  f i v e  who r a t e d  them ­

s e l v e s  a s  u s u a l l y  c o n f id e n t . .  M others  who were v e ry  c o n f i d e n t  d id  n o t  

d i f f e r  from f a t h e r s  who were v e r y  c o n f i d e n t  o r  from f a t h e r s  who were 

s m e t im e s  u n s u r e , b u t  t h e y  d id  d i f f e r  from f a t h e r s  who were u s u a l l y  

s u r e  o f  th e m s e lv e s  a t  p .0 5 .

C r u c i a l  Age o f  I n t e l l e c t u a l  D ev e lo p m en t. I t  was h y p o th e s iz e d  

t h a t  th o s e  p a r e n t s  who f e e l  t h e  i n f a n t  y e a r s  a r e  th e  m ost im p o r ta n t  

f o r  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  deve lopm en t o f  t h e  c h i l d  would be  more know ledge­

a b l e  a b o u t  i n f a n t  d e v e lo p m e n t .  S i g n i f i c a n t l y  more m o th e r s  (31) th a n  

f a t h e r s  (13) s a i d  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  y e a r s . o f  l i f e  were m ost c r u c i a l  

f o r  i n t e l l e c u t a l  d e v e lo p m e n t .  S i g n i f i c a n t l y  more f a t h e r s  (21) th a n  

m o th e r s  (4) s a i d  t h e  p r e s c h o o l  y e a r s ,  age  3 - 5 ,  were m ost c r u c i a l .  Only, 

t h r e e  m o th e rs  and two f a t h e r s  b e l i e v e d  t h e  y e a r s  o v e r  s i x  t o  be most 

i m p o r t a n t .  E i g h t  m o th e r s  and s i x  f a t h e r s  e x p re s s e d  t h e  o p in io n  t h a t  

e v e ry  y e a r  was e q u a l l y  im p o r ta n t  i n  t h e  c h i l d ' s  i n t e l l e c t u a l  g row th .

M others  who s a i d  tlfe  f i r s t  t h r e e  y e a r s  and e v e ry  y e a r  t o  be . 

m ost  c r u c i a l  s c o re d  h i g h e r  th a n  m o th e r  who s a i d  3 -5  o r  o v e r  s i x  were 

m ost i m p o r t a n t , b u t  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n c e s  were n o t  s i g n i f i c a n t .

F a t h e r s  who s a i d  e v e ry  y e a r  was im p o r ta n t  s c o r e d  h i g h e r  th a n
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f a t h e r s  who s a i d  t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  y e a r s  o r  ag es  3 -5  o r  o v e r  s i x  were 

c r u c i a l .  F a t h e r s  who b e l i e v e d  th e  a g e s  o v e r  s i x  were m o s t , i m p o r t a n t  

s c o re d  lo w e s t  b u t  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n c e s  were n o t  s i g n i f i c a n t .

T h e re  was no s t a t i s t i c a l  s u p p o r t  f o r  th e  id e a  t h a t  p a r e n t s  

who s a i d  t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  y e a r s  were c r u c i a l  f o r  i n t e l l e c t u a l  d e v e lo p ­

m ent s c o r e d  h i g h e r  th a n  o t h e r  p a re n t s ; .  But s l i g h t l y  o v e r  h a l f  th e  

m o th e r s  and o v e r  o n e - f o u r t h  o f  t h e . f a t h e r s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  i n f a n t  

y e a r s ,  from b i r t h  t o  age  t h r e e ,  were m ost c r u c i a l  f o r  i n t e l l e c t u a l  

deve lopm en t o f  th e  c h i l d .



CHAPTER V

SUMMARY,' CONCLUSIONS, RECOMMENDATIONS

The t im e  from b i r t h  t o  t h r e e  y e a r s  o f  age  i s  a c r i t i c a l  p e r io d  

i n  a c h i l d ' s  l i f e .  How th e  p r im a ry  c a r e t a k e r  r e s p o n d s  t o  t h e  c h i l d  

and s t r u c t u r e s  h i s / h e r  e n v iro n m en t  i s  im p o r ta n t  t o  l a t e r  deve lopm ent 

(W hite ,  1 9 75 ) .

P a r e n t i n g  can  be made e a s i e r  and more s u c c e s s f u l  by  p r e p a r a t i o n  

f o r  p a re n th o o d  program s (L e M a s te r s , 1970)„ Many c h i l d r e a r i n g  e x p e r t s  

(Spock , 1969; Dodson, 1970) recommend t h a t  p a r e n t s  r e l y  oh t h e i r  p a r e n t ­

a l  i n s t i n c t s  i n  r a i s i n g  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ,  w h i le  o t h e r s  ( G i n o t t ,  1971;

H g  & Ames, 1955) recommend t h a t  p a r e n t s  become k n o w led g eab le  and s k i l l ­

f u l  i n  ways o f  s u c c e s s f u l  p a r e n t i n g .  The p u rp o se  o f  t h i s  s tu d y  was to  

d e te r m in e  knowledge p a r e n t s  have o f  i n f a n t  deve lopm en t and r e s o u r c e s  

u s e d .

A q u e s t i o n n a i r e  was m a i le d  t o  HO p a r e n t s  o f  p r e s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n  . 

i n  Bozeman, M ontana. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  a dem ograph ic  s e c t i o n  c o n c e rn in g  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  r e s p o n d e n t s , a m ea su re  o f  p a r e n t s 'k n o w le d g e  o f  i n f a n t  

dev e lo p m en t was o b t a i n e d .

R esp o n ses  were r e c e iv e d  from 45 c o u p le s  (88%) o f  t h o s e  r e c e i v i n g  

q u e s t i o n n a i r e s .  The knowledge o f  i n f a n t  deve lopm ent s e c t i o n  was s c o re d  

so  t h a t  t h e  h i g h e s t  p o s s i b l e  s c o re  was 35 . A n a ly s i s  was c o n f in e d  to  

d e s c r i p t i v e  a n a l y s i s  and t - t e s t s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  s i g n i f i c a n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .

The t y p i c a l  m o th e r  i n  my sam ple  was be tw een  31 and 3 5 ,  had two 

c h i l d r e n ,  a B a c h e l o r ' s  D egree  p ro b a b ly  i n  E d u c a t io n  o r  n u r s i n g ,  had
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a t t e n d e d  a c o l l e g e  c l a s s  i n  c h i l d  d e v e lo p m e n t , was- u s u a l l y  c o n f i d e n t  

i n  h e r  a b i l i t i e s  a s  a p a r e n t ,  and b e l i e v e d  th e  p e r io d  o f  b i r t h  t o  t h r e e  

y e a r s  o f  age  was c r u c i a l  f o r  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  dev e lo p m en t o f  h e r  c h i l d .  

The t y p i c a l  m o th e r  r e l i e d  on i n s t i n c t s  a s  h e r  p r im a ry  r e s o u r c e  i n  c h i l d -  

r e a r i n g .  When she  needed  a d d i t i o n a l  h e lp  o r  i n f o r m a t io n  she  used  h e r  

e x te n d e d  f a m i ly ,  f r i e n d s ,  d o c t o r ,  and books a s  s e c o n d a ry  r e s o u r c e s .

She had p ro b a b ly  r e a d  one o r  two books on c h i l d r e a r i n g .  I n  g e n e r a l ,  

she  was f a i r l y . k n o w l e d g e a b l e  a b o u t  i n f a n t  d e v e lo p m en t ,  w i th  a mean 

s c o r e  o f  28 o u t  o f  a p o s s i b l e  35 . Her a g e ,  l e v e l  and a r e a  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  

d e g re e  o f  p a r e n t a l  c o n f i d e n c e ,  and r e s o u r c e s  u t i l i z e d  had no  s i g n i ­

f i c a n t  im pact on h e r  know ledge . However, h e r  c l a s s  i n  c h i l d  d e v e lo p ­

m ent seemed t o  i n c r e a s e  h e r  know ledge , a s  d id  h a v in g  t h r e e  o r  more 

c h i l d r e n .

A t y p i c a l  f a t h e r  i n  t h i s  sam ple was around  35 y e a r s  o f  a g e ,  had 

two c h i l d r e n ,  e d u c a t io n  a t  th e  M a s t e r ' s  l e v e l  o r  a b o v e ,  from a wide 

v a r i e t y  o f  f i e l d s ,  had no p r e p a r a t i o n  i n  c h i l d  d e v e lo p m e n t ,  was v e r y ,  

o r  u s u a l l y  c o n f i d e n t  i n  h i s  a b i l i t i e s  a s  a p a r e n t ,  and c o n s id e r e d  th e  

p r e s c h o o l  y e a r s ,  a g e s  t h r e e  t o  f i v e ,  t o  be most c r u c i a l  i n  th e  i n t e l l ­

e c t u a l  deve lopm en t o f  h i s  c h i l d .  The t y p i c a l  f a t h e r  r e l i e d  on h i s  

i n s t i n c t s  i n  p a r e n t i n g ,  a l t h o u g h  h i s  w i f e  was a l s o  an  im p o r ta n t  p r im ­

a r y  r e s o u r c e .  I f  he n eeded  a d d i t i o n a l  h e lp  o r  i n f o r m a t io n  i n  r a i s i n g  

h i s  c h i l d r e n  he u se d  f r i e n d s ,  a d o c t o r ,  o r  books as  s e c o n d a ry  r e s o u r c e .  

He d id  n o t  u se  a s  many s e c o n d a ry  r e s o u r c e s  as  h i s  w i f e  and had n o t  r e a d
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a s  many b o o k s , a l t h o u g h  he may have r e a d  D r. Spock.

I n  g e n e r a l , t h e  t y p i c a l  f a t h e r  was l e s s  k n o w led g eab le  a b o u t  

i n f a n t  deve lopm en t th a n  h i s  w i f e , w i th  a mean s c o re  o f  25 o u t  o f  a 

p o s s i b l e  35 . His a g e , l e v e l  and a r e a  o f  e d u c a t i o n , d e g re e  o f  p a r e n t a l  

c o n f i d e n c e ,  r e s o u r c e s  u t i l i z e d , number o f  c h i l d r e n ,  o r  p r e p a r a t i o n  in  

c h i l d  d ev e lo p m en t  had no e f f e c t  on h i s  know ledge. I f  he  had s p e c i a l ­

i z e d  t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  m e d ic a l  f i e l d  he was s l i g h t l y  more know ledgeab le  

t h a n  o t h e r  f a t h e r s .

C o n c lu s io n s

The s tu d y  answ ered  th e  f o l l o w in g  q u e s t i o n s :  I .  Are p a r e n t s

u t i l i z i n g  r e s o u r c e s  t o  h e lp  them i n  r a i s i n g  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ?  R e s u l t s  

i n d i c a t e  t h a t  b o th  p a r e n t s  t e n d  t o  r e l y  h e a v i l y  on t h e i r  p a r e n t i n g  

i n s t i n c t s .  The m a j o r i t y  o f  m o th e rs  i n d i c a t e d  i n s t i n c t s  a s  t h e i r  p r im ­

a r y  r e s o u r c e  fo l lo w e d  by e x te n d e d  f a m i ly ,  b o o k s ,  s p o u s e ,  and f r i e n d s .  

M o thers  t e n d e d  t o  u s e  s e c o n d a ry  r e s o u r c e s  f r e q u e n t l y  w i th  ex ten d ed  

f a m i ly ,  d o c t o r ,  f r i e n d s ,  b o o k s , and i n s t i n c t s  l i s t e d  as  i m p o r ta n t .

F a t h e r s  t e n d e d  t o  r e l y  on t h e i r  i n s t i n c t s  a s  t h e i r  p r im a ry  r e s ­

o u r c e  f o l lo w e d  by s p o u s e ,  b o o k s ,  f a m i l y ,  .• and f r i e n d s . Fewer f a t h e r s  

u sed  s e c o n d a ry  r e s o u r c e s  t h a n  m o th e r s  and t h e s e  were l i s t e d  as  b o o k s ,  

d o c t o r ,  i n s t i n c t s ,  and f r i e n d s .

The m a j o r i t y  o f  m o th e r s  had a t t e n d e d  a c l a s s  i n  c h i l d  deve lopm en t 

a t  t h e  c o l l e g e  l e v e l ,  w h i le  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  f a t h e r s  r e p o r t e d  no p r e ­

p a r a t i o n  i n  c h i l d  d e v e lo p m e n t . More m o th e r s  p r e p a r e d  th e m s e lv e s  f o r
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p a r e n t i n g  th a n  f a t h e r s  by a t t e n d i n g  c l a s s e s  o r  p ro g ra m s .

2 .  Only number o f  c h i l d r e n  and l e v e l  o f  e d u c a t io n  showed a s i g n i f i c a n t  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  knowledge o f  i n f a n t  deve lopm en t f o r  m o th e r s .  As l e v e l  

o f  e d u c a t i o n  i n c r e a s e d ,  knowledge o f  i n f a n t  dev e lo p m en t a l s o  i n c r e a s e d ,  

a l t h o u g h  t h i s  was n o t  a s i g n i f i c a n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  The l e v e l  o f  e d u c ­

a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  sam ple was h i g h ,  and t h e r e  were few r e s p o n d e n t s  who had 

n o t  had any c o l l e g e .  A l th o u g h  no s i g n i f i c a n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  was fo u n d , 

f u r t h e r  r e s e a r c h  i s  n e e d e d .

M others  w i th  t h r e e  o r  more c h i l d r e n  s c o re d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  h ig h e r  

th a n  m o th e r s  w i th  one c h i l d ,  s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  b e c a u s e  m o th e rs  were more 

i n v o lv e d  w i th  c h i l d  c a r e , t h e y  were more aware o f  d e v e lo p m e n ta l  s t a g e s .  

Number o f  c h i l d r e n  had no e f f e c t  on f a t h e r s  know ledge .

No s i g n i f i c a n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w ere found t o  e x i s t  be tw een  a r e a  o f  

e d u c a t io n ,  age  o f  p a r e n t s ,  d e g re e  o f  p a r e n t a l  c o n f i d e n c e ,  p r e p a r a t i o n  

i n  c h i l d  d e v e lo p m e n t ,  r e s o u r c e s  u t i l i z e d ,  o r  age  c o n s id e r e d  c r u c i a l  

f o r  i n t e l l e c t u a l  d e v e lo p m e n t .

The p a r e n t s  i n  t h i s  sam ple were s i m i l a r  in  a g e , e d u c a t i o n a l  b a c k ­

g ro u n d ,  d e g re e  o f  c o n f i d e n c e ,  and amount, o f  p r e p a r a t i o n  i n  c h i l d  d e v e lo p ­

m en t .  Had t h e r e  b e e n  a w id e r  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  o t h e r  g ro u p s  i n  t h i s  . 

sam ple o t h e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  may have b e e n  r e v e a l e d .

3 .  The d a t a  s u p p o r t s  t h e  c o n c lu s i o n  t h a t  m o th e rs  a r e  m ore know ledgeab le  

t h a n  f a t h e r s  a b o u t  i n f a n t  d e v e lo p m e n t ,  and t h a t  m o th e rs  p r e p a r e  them ­

s e l v e s  more f o r  t h e i r  p a r e n t a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  They, a r e  c o n s e q u e n t ly
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s i g n i f i c a n t l y  more kno w led g eab le  a b o u t  i n f a n t  deve lopm en t th a n  f a t h e r s

' Recommendations

To Im prove T h is  S tudy

Sam pling  P r o c e d u r e s . The sam ple r e s p o n d in g  t o  t h i s  s tu d y  Was an 

e d u c a t i o n a l l y  s e l e c t  g ro u p .  T h is  may have b i a s e d  th e  i n f o r m a t io n  

o b t a i n e d . T h is  was e s p e c i a l l y  t r u e  o f  t h e  f a t h e r s  a lm o s t  h a l f  of 

whom had M a s t e r ' s  d e g r e e s  o r  a b o v e .

P a r e n t s  s u rv e y e d  had c h i l d r e n  e n r o l l e d  i n  a day c a r e  o r  p r e ­

s c h o o l  program  i n  Bozeman, M ontana. These  p a r e n t s  were c h o sen  due t o  

t h e i r  a c c e s s i b i l i t y .  P a r e n t s  w i th  c h i l d r e n  e n r o l l e d  i n  p r e s c h o o l  p r o ­

grams may be aw are  o f  t h e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  and be more 

k n o w le d g e ab le  a b o u t  c h i l d  deve lopm en t i n  g e n e r a l .  Had o t h e r  p a r e n t s  

o f  p r e s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n  been  c o n ta c t e d  th e  sam ple would have  been  more 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e .

I n s t r u m e n t a t i o n . The v a l i d i t y  o f  th e  i n s t r u m e n t  was n o t  f u l l y  

s u b s t a n t i a t e d  and b e a r s  f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  The d i f f i c u l t y  o f  th e  

i n s t r u m e n t  may need  t o  be i n c r e a s e d .  To e s t a b l i s h  t h i s  i t  would be 

a d v i s e a b l e  t o  a d m i n i s t e r  th e  p r e s e n t  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  t o  p a r e n t s  w i th  

low er  l e v e l s  o f  e d u c a t i o n .

F o r  O th e r  S t u d ie s

More s t u d i e s  need  t o  o c c u r  t o  d i s c o v e r  a d d i t i o n a l  ways p a r e n t s  

p r e p a r e  th e m s e lv e s  f o r  p a re n th o o d  and t h e i r  p a r e n t a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  

The f o l lo w in g  a r e  s u g g e s t i o n s  f o r  f u r t h e r  r e s e a r c h  i n t o  t h i s  a r e a :
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1) Obtiain i n f o r m a t io n  a b o u t  c h i l d  c a r e . Which p a r e n t  f o r  e x a m p le , i s  

t h e  p r im a ry  c a r e t a k e r  o f  th e  c h i l d ,  and how much t im e  does  e a ch  p a r e n t  

spend i n  c h i l d r e a r i n g  a c t i v i t i e s .

2) D e te rm ine  why f a t h e r s  a r e  n o t  p r e p a r i n g  th e m s e lv e s  f o r  t h e i r  p a r e n t ­

hood r o l e .  W i l l  t h i s  change  a s  changes  o c c u r  i n  th e  women's r o l e  in  

o u r  s o c i e t y ?

3) Expand t h e  scope  o f  t h e  s tu d y  t o  s e e  how th e  knowledge p a r e n t s  

have  a f f e c t s  t h e i r  c h i l d r e a r i n g  a t t i t u d e s ?  I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  p a r e n t s

have knowledge o f  i n f a n t  dev e lo p m en t b u t  do n o t . p r a c t i c e  what th e y  know. 

.4) Look a t  p a r e n t s  Who p r e f e r  t o  keep t h e i r  young c h i l d r e n  a t  home and 

compare them t o  p a r e n t s  w i th  c h i l d r e n  i n  day c a r e  s i t u a t i o n s .

5) E x p lo re  th e  a r e a  o f  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  p a re n th o o d .  Which program s o r  

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a r e  m ost h e l p f u l  t o  p a r e n t s .

.6) E x p lo re  t h e  a r e a  o f  i n s t i n c t s  i n  p a r e n t i n g  -  d e f i n e  i n s t i n c t s ,  t h e i r  

s o u r c e s ,  and t h e i r  im p ac t  on p a re n th o o d  p r e p a r a t i o n .

7) E x p lo re  t h e  v a r i o u s  books l i s t e d  by p a r e n t s  a s  h e l p f u l .  Why were 

t h e s e  p a r t i c u l a r  books s e l e c t e d ?  Why a r e  p a r e n t s  r e l y i n g  on books?

8) What i s  th e  r o l e  o f  t h e  e x te n d e d  f a m i ly  i n  p a r e n t i n g ?  I s  i t  t h e  

same f o r  u rb a n  and r u r a l  f a m i l i e s ?

9) E x p lo re  knowledge and a t t i t u d e s  o f  s i n g l e  p a r e n t s  to w a rd  c h i l d -  

r e a r i n g .

10. E x p lo re  t h e  a r e a  o f  a d o p t i v e  p a r e n t s .  These  p a r e n t s  c h o se  p a r e n t ­

hood do t h e y  p r e p a r e  th e m s e lv e s  more f o r  p a re n th o o d  t h a n  o t h e r  p a r e n t s ?
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APPENDIX A

LETTER OF INVITATION.TO PARTICI PARE IN STUDY '

Dear P a r e n t s :

P a r e n t s  to d a y  a r e  . f a c e d  w i th  many r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  i n  r a i s i n g  

t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .  T here  a r e  many ' e x p e r t s '  on c h i l d  r e a r i n g  and many 

o p in io n s  on th e  way c h i l d r e n  s h o u ld  be r a i s e d .  T here  i s  a l s o  an 

a b u n d a n t  amount o f  i n f o r m a t io n  c o n c e r n in g  th e  deve lopm en t o f  c h i l d r e n .

As a. g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t  a t  M ontana S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  I  am p r e p a r in g  

a s tu d y  to  lo o k  a t  a s p e c t s  o f  p a r e n t i n g . I  have p r e p a r e d  a s h o r t  

q u e s t i o n n a i r e  t o  be f i l l e d  o u t  s e p a r a t e l y  by th e  m o the r  and th e  f a t h e r .  

The q u e s t i o n n a i r e  w i l l  t a k e  o n ly  a b o u t  t e n  m in u te s  to  c o m p le te .  I t .  

w i l l  be a s k in g  s o u r c e s  o f  i n f o r m a t io n  on c h i l d - r e a r i n g  and aw areness  

p a r e n t s  have o f  c h i l d  d e v e lo p m e n t .

I f  you and yo u r  spo u se  a r e  w i l l i n g  to  t a k e  p a r t  i n  t h i s  su rv e y ,  

p l e a s e  c om ple te  t h e  i n f o r m a t io n  below  and r e t u r n  to  t h e  C e n te r  or 

N u rs e ry  w here  you p ic k e d  up t h i s  l e t t e r  by Wednesday, December 8 . I  

w i l l  c o n t a c t  you by phone b e f o r e  I  send  you th e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  t i m e  an d  s u p p o r t .  M aybe i n  som e w ay  we c a n

h e lp  make th e  j o b  o f  p a r e n t i n g  somewhat e a s i e r .

B i l l i e  W arford  
G ra d u a te  T e a c h in g  A s s i s t a n t  
M ontana S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  
T e lephone  587-7431



Y e s ,  I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n  t h e  s u r v e y  

N o ,  I  do n o t  w i s h  t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n  t h e  s u r v e y
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Name

A d d r e s s

P h o n e



APPENDIX B -  COVER LETTER AND QUESTIONNAIRE

D e a r  P a r e n t s :

Thank you f o r  y o u r  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h i s ; ,  s tu d y  to  
lo o k  a t  v a r i o u s  a s p e c t s  o f  p a r e n t i n g .  One im p o r ta n t  a s p e c t  o f  th e  
s tu d y  i s  t o  lo o k  a t  m o th e r s  and f a t h e r s .  P l e a s e  c o m p le te  t h e  
q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  s e p a r a t e l y .

I t  i s  v e r y  im p o r ta n t  t h a t  th e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  be com ple ted  and 
r e t u r n e d  a s  q u i c k l y  a s . p o s s i b l e .  I n  c a s e  t h e  e n c lo s e d  e n v e lo p e  
i s  m i s p l a c e d ,  p l e a s e  c a l l  me a t  994-3241 , o r  m a i l  t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  
t o :

B i l l i e  W arford  
S choo l  o f  Home Economics 
Montana S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  
Bozeman, Montana 59715

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  s u p p o r t  a n d  c o o p e r a t i o n .  I  w i l l  s e n d  y o u  
t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  s t u d y  i n  t h e  s p r i n g .

S i n c e r e l y ,

B i l l i e  W arford
G ra d u a te  T e a ch in g  A s s i s t a n t



■■ •

PLEASE CHECK .ALL’ THE BLANKS NECESSARY FOR YOU TO ANSWER THE QUESTION

1. To w hich  group  do you b e long?
_______  M other
_______  F a t h e r

2 . What i s  you r  p r e s e n t  age?

QUESTIONNAIRE

3 .  Check th e  h i g h e s t  l e v e l  o f  e d u c a t io n  you have a t t a i n e d .  
 High School
_______  A t te n d e d  o r  a t t e n d i n g  c o l l e g e

■ C o l le g e  Degree
_______ M a s t e r ' s  Degree
_______  Above M a s t e r ' s  Degree

4 .  I f  you have a c o l l e g e  d e g r e e ,  i n  w hat a r e a  i s  i t ?

5 . I f  you have had a c o u r s e  in  C h i ld  Growth and D evelopm en t, what ty p e  
o f  c o u r s e  was i t ?
_______  High s c h o o l  c l a s s

C o l le g e  c l a s s  i n  C h i ld  Developm ent 
■ • , C o l le g e  c la s s ' ,  i n  P a r e n t i n g

, S p e c i a l  c l a s s e s  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y ,  s p e c i f y  .
' P r o f e s s i o n a l , t r a i n i n g  , s p e c i f y

_______ O th e r ,  s p e c i fy _ _ _____ _
______ None o f  t h e s e

6 .  How m any c h i l d r e n  d o  y o u  h a v e ?

7 .  What age and se x  a r e  you r  c h i l d r e n
■ Age ________ Sex

_______  Age ________ Sex
_______ Age ' _________ Sex
_______  Age ________ Sex

• Age ________ Sex

8 .  From t h e  box a t  t h e  r i g h t ,  when you need 
h e lp  o r  i n f o r m a t io n  a b o u t  r a i s i n g  your 
c h i l d r e n ,  w hich  do you go to  f i r s t ?

Y o u r . m o t h e r  
Y ou r  f a t h e r  
O t h e r  r e l a t i v e s ,  l i s t

N e i g h b o r s
F r i e n d s
I n s t i n c t s
Y o u r  d o c t o r
O t h e r  h e a l t h  a g e n c i e s
B o o k s  o n  C h i l d  R e a r i n g
O t h e r ,  s p e c i f y
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I f  t h e  f i r s t  c h o i c e  i s  n o t  a v a i l a b l e ,  o r  y o u  n e e d  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  
w h i c h  o n e  d o  y o u  g o  t o  s e c o n d ?

P l e a s e  l i s t  i n  o r d e r  a n y  o t h e r  r e s o u r c e s  f r o m  t h e  l i s t  t h a t  y o u  
u s e .

9 .  I f  you r e a d  books on c h i l d  r e a r i n g ,  chefck any o f  t h e  books you 
u s e d .  P l e a s e  r a n k  them , w i t h  I  b e in g  t h e  one u sed  m o s t .

D r .  Spook, Baby and C h i ld  Care
_______  H g  & Amesv C h i ld  B eh av io r
_______  B e t t e r  Homes & Gardens, Baby Book
_______ G i n o t t , Between P a r e n t  & C h i ld  .
______S a lk ,  How to  R a i s e  a Human Being

: ' W h ite ,  The F i r s t  T hree  Y eras  o f  L i f e
O th e r  r e f e r e n c e s ,  t h a t  w ere  im p o r ta n t  to  y o u :

10 . As a p a r e n t ,  how c o n f i d e n t  do you f e e l  i n  r a i s i n g  yo u r  c h i l d r e n ?
V e r y  c o n f i d e n t

________ U s u a l l y  c o n f i d e n t
________  S o m e t im e s ,  u n s u r e  o f  m y s e l f

• '■ U s u a l l y  u n s u r e  o f  m y s e l f
■ , N e v e r  s u r e  o f  m y s e l f

. . • ' '  . ■■

11 . What age  do you c o n s id e r  th e  m ost c r u c i a l  i n  th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l
• d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  c h i l d ?

Read e a ch  i te m  c a r e f u l l y  and th e n  c i r c l e  t h e  A, . D, o r  U to  i n d i c a t e  
w h e th e r  you a g r e e ,  d i s a g r e e ,  o r  a r e  u n d e c id e d  as  to  how you f e e l  a b o u t  
t h e  s t a t e m e n t .  T h e re  ar.g. no r i g h t  o r  w rong a n s w e rs ,  p l e a s e  answer 
a c c o r d in g  t o  your own f e e l i n g s .

A D U  I . '  Around t h e  age  o f  4 m onths an  i n f a n t  can  t u r n  s idew ays  . 
and r o l l  o v e r .
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A D U 6 .

A D U 7.
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A D U 10.

A D U  11.

A D U 12. 

A D U 13.
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A D U 16.
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.A ro u n d  2 m o n t h s  o f  a g e  i n f a n t s  b e g i n  t o  s m i l e .

N ew b o rn  i n f a n t s  a r e  n o t  d e a f ,  t h e y  h a v e  a n  i m p r e s s i v e  
r a n g e  o f  s o u n d s  t h e y  c a n  h e a r .

E a r l y  w a l k i n g  i s  a s i g n  o f  i n t e l l i g e n c e .

A 6 month o ld  i n f a n t  w i l l  g r a s p  a r a t t l e  tirhen o f f e r e d  and 
w i l l  t h e n  gum i t  o r  f e e l  i t  w i th  t h e  o t h e r  h and .

By 4 to  5 m onths o f  age  an i n f a n t  can  d i s t i n g u i s h . t h e  
m o th e r s  v o i c e  from  o t h e r  v o i c e s .

Around I  y e a r  o f  age  m ost i n f a n t s  a r e  a b l e  to  w a lk  h o ld in g  
o n to  f u r n i t u r e .

About 7 m onths o f  age m ost i n f a n t s  a r e  a b le  to  s i t  u n a id e d .

A newborn, i n f a n t  i s  a l r e a d y  v e ry  aware o f  t h e  w orld  
a ro u n d  him and e x p lo r e s  h i s  w o r ld  by gumming o b j e c t s  he 
b r i n g s  to  h i s  m outh .

Around 5 m onths o f  age many i n f a n t s  a r e  b e g in n in g  to  d i s ­
c r i m i n a t e  s t r a n g e r s  and r e s p o n d  w i th  a n x i e t y  when p ic k e d  
up by someone o t h e r  th a n  a f a m i ly  member.

C h i ld r e n  u n d e r  1% y e a r s  o f  age  do n o t  r e q u i r e  t h a t  you 
t a l k  w i t h  them f r e q u e n t l y .  T h is  becomes more im p o r ta n t  
when th e y  a r e  c a p a b le  o f  u n d e r s t a n d in g  l a n g u a g e .

Around 3% m onths  o f  age  i n f a n t s  eyes  come i n t o  n e a r -  
m a tu re  f  o c t i s .

By 8 m onths  o f  age  i n f a n t s  b e g in  to  d i s c r i m i n a t e  sounds . 
and re s p o n d  to  a few s e l e c t  w o rd s ,  u s u a l l y  d a d a ,  mama, o r  
b y e -b y e .

P a r e n t s  a r e  t h e  m o s t ' im p o r ta n t  t e a c h e r  a c h i l d  w i l l  e v e r  
h a v e .

A newborn i n f a n t  w i l l  o f t e n  be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a r a t t l e .

A 2 m onth o ld  i n f a n t  w i l l  n o rm a l ly  r e s p o n d  w i t h  a n x ie t y  
when p ic k e d  up by a s t r a n g e r .
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A D U 17.

A D U 18. 

A D U 19.

A D U 20. 

A D U 21.

A D U  22.

A D U  23. 

A D U  24.

A D U  25.

A D U 26.

A D U 27. 

A D  U 28.

A D U 30.

A D U 31.

A D U  32.

C h i ld r e n  d e v e lo p  a t  i n d i v i d u a l  r a t e /  o f t e n  so d i f f e r e n t  
t h a t  one may w a lk  f i v e  m onths e a r l i e r  t h a n  a n o t h e r ,  and 
y e t  b o th  may be c o n s id e r e d ,  n o r m a l .

An i n f a n t  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  a t r u e  s o c i a l  s m i l e  u n t i l  a b o u t  
6 m o n t h s .

An i n f a n t  a round  10 m onths o f  age  knows th e  d i f f e r e n c e  
be tw een  r i g h t  and wrong and i s  j u s t  i r r i t a t i n g  m other  
when he r e p e a t e d l y  t u r n s  t h e  l i g h t  s w i tc h  o f f  and on .

D u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  m o n t h s  o f  l i f e ,  i n f a n t s  l e a r n  v e r y  l i t t l e .

I t  i s  n o t  u n t i l  a r o u n d  6 m o n t h s  o f  a g e  t h a t  a n  i n f a n t ' s  
e y e s  com e i n t o  n e a r - m a t u r e . f o c u s .

By 3% m onths  an i n f a n t  i s  j u s t  b e g in n in g  to  r e c o g n iz e  h i s  
m o th e r .

A 4 month o l d  i n f a n t  can  u s u a l l y  s i t  u n a i d e d .

I n f a n t s  u s u a l l y  sa y  t h e i r  f i r s t  words somewhere a round  10. 
m o n th s .

An i n f a n t  w i l l  d e v e lo p  a c c o r d in g  to  h i s  own grow th  r a t e  
even  i f  he i s  n o t  p r o v id e d  w i th  a f f e c t i o n a t e  c a r e  and 
h a n d l i n g .

I n t e l l i g e n c e  t e s t s  o f  i n f a n t s  c a n  p r e d i c t  a d u l t  i n t e l l i ­
g e n c e  '

E a r l y  w a l k i n g  i s  a s i g n  o f  i n t e l l i g e n c e .

I n f a n t s  d e v e lo p  b e t t e r  i n  a m o d e r a te ly  e n r i c h e d  e n v i r o n ­
m ent th a n  i n  a m a s s iv e ly  e n r i c h e d  e n v i ro n m e n t .

A p a r e n t  w i t h  h ig h  s e l f - e s t e e m  w i l l  t e n d  t o  have c h i l d r e n  
w i th  h ig h  s e l f - e s t e e m .

I t  i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r y  to  p r o v id e  an e n r i c h e d  en v iro n m en t 
f o r  i n f a n t s  u n d e r  I  y e a r  o f  a g e .

M o t h e r s  s h o u l d  t a l k  t o  t h e i r  i n f a n t s  w h e n e v e r  t h e y  h a n d l e  
t h e m .
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A D U  33. 

A D U 34 . 

A D U 35.

A newborn i n f a n t  can  d i s t i n g u i s h  i t s  m o the r  from anyone 
e l s e .

A 5 month o ld  i n f a n t  w i l l  . laugh  when t i c k l e d  o r  p la y e d  
w i t h .

I n  o r d e r  t o  p r o v i d e  p r o p e r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  i n f a n t  i t  i s  
n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  m o t h e r  t o  s p e n d  l o n g  p e r i o d s  o f  t i m e  
e a c h  d a y  d e v o t e d  t o  t h e  i n f a n t .



MASTER DATA SHEET

Group N Mean S co re V a r ia n c e

A l l  M others 45 28.07 7.47

A l l  F a t h e r s 45 25 .18 31.56

A rea o f  E d u c a t io n ..

M others  w i th  d e g re e  i n  N u rs in g 8 28 .05 6 .85
M o th e rs  i n  E d u c a t io n 15 26 .73 . 5 . 7 8
M othe rs  i n  S o c i a l  S c ie n c e 2 32 .0 0 8 .0 0
M others  i n  B u s in e s s 2 28 .00 18 .00
F a t h e r s  i n  M e d ic in e ' 4 27 .25 6.25 .
F a t h e r s  i n  B u s in e s s 8 24 .87 10.41.
F a t h e r s  i n  E n g in e e r in g  S c ie n c e 7 26 .71 6 .2 4
F a t h e r s  i n  E d u c a t io n 4 24 .75 110.25
F a t h e r s  i n  A g r i c u l t u r e 4 28 .25 12.25
F a t h e r s . i n  S o c i a l  S c ie n c e 4 . 18 .50 93.67

L e v e l  o f  E d u c a t io n

M othe rs  w i t h o u t  C o l le g e  D egree 1 7 : 28 .0 0 8 .1 2
M others  w i t h  B a c h e lo r s 22 27.68 7 .37
M others  w i t h  M a s te r s 5 29 .6 0 6 .0 8
F a t h e r s  w i t h o u t  C o l l e g e  D egree 8 27 .05 4 .2 8
F a t h e r s  w i t h  B a c h e lo r s 12 22 .42 72..26
F a t h e r s  w i t h  M a s te rs 23 26.17 10 .24
F a t h e r s  w i t h  M a s te r s 19 ' 26 .26 12.43

P r e p a r a t i o n  i n  C h i ld  Development

M othe rs  w i t h  S p e c i a l  T r a in i n g 16 28.38 6.12.
M others  w i th  C h i ld 23 28.09 7 .9 0
M othe rs  w i t h  no P r e p a r a t i o n 8 26 .00 8 .5 7
F a t h e r s  w i t h  C h i ld  Development 12 ' 25 .82 9 .16
F a t h e r s  w i t h  no P r e p a r a t i o n 28 24 .13 20.15
F a t h e r s  w i t h  S p e c i a l  T r a in i n g 5 27 .20 . 4 .0 7

R e s o u rc e s  U t i l i z e d

Mother's who u se i n s t i n c t s • 18 ■ 28 .61 9 .4 3
M others who use books 7 28.57 1 .95
M others who u se spo u se 6 27 .17 / .  12 .17
M o th e rs who u se fa m i ly 10 ■ 26 .73  . 6 .4 2
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MASTER DATA SHEET ( c o n t i n u e d )

G rou p  .____________________________ ________  N_______Mean S c o r e  V a r i a n c e

R e s o u r c e s  U t i l i z e d  ( c o n t i n u e d )

M othe rs  who u s e  f r i e n d s , ' 3 27 .0 0 ' 4 .0 0
F a t h e r s  who u s e  i n s t i n c t s 19 25 .84 30 .14
F a t h e r s  who u s e  books ' 4 . 25 .75 20.25
F a t h e r s  who u se  spo u se 13 24 .93 47 .0 8
F A t h e r s .who u s e  f a m i ly 5 23 .74 . 35 .17
F a t h e r s  who u se  f r i e n d s 6 24 .06 28 .72

dumber o f  C h i ld r e n

M others  w i t h  I  c h i l d 12 26 .08 10.81
M othe rs  w i t h  2 c h i l d r e n . 20 28 .20 3 .43
M othe rs  w i t h  3 c h i l d r e n 9 29 .33 11.00
F a t h e r s  w i t h  I  c h i l d 12 26 .00 8 .9 1
F a t h e r s  w i t h  2 c h i l d r e n 20 24 .10 7 .0 3
F a t h e r s  w i t h  3 c h i l d r e n 9 27 .33 10.00

D egree  o f  P a r e n t a l  C o n f id en c e

M others  v e ry  c o n f i d e n t ’ . 10 28 .05 9 .61
M o th e rs  u s u a l l y  c o n f i d e n t  . 20 27 .6 0 6 .0 4
M others  som etim es u n s u re 13 28.38 8 .4 2
F a t h e r s  v e ry  c o n f i d e n t . 16 . 27 ,19 9 .76
F a t h e r s  u s u a l l y  c o n f i d e n t 18 . 23 .83 51.06
F a t h e r s  som etim es u n s u re 6 25.17 17.37

Age C o n s id e re d  C r u c i a l  f o r  I n t e l l e c t u a l  D evelopm ent

M others  who f a v o r  0 -3 . 31 28.19 7 .49
M others  who f a v o r  3-5 4 27.05 2 .64
M others  who f a v o r  o v e r  6 2 26 .00 4 .0 0
M othe rs  who f a v o r  e v e ry  y e a r 8 ■ 28 .05 13 .14
F a t h e r s  who f a v o r  0 -3 .’ 13 26 .23 9 .0 6
F a t h e r s  who f a v o r  3-5 21 26.05 15.04
F a t h e r s  who f a v o r  o v e r  ,5 3 20 .00 115.00
F a t h e r s  who f a v o r  e v e ry  y e a r 6 22 .0 0 82 .00
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