School Not-As-Usual
Evaluating Montana’s First Career Academy
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Background: The Health Science Academy at Big Sky High School was launched in the fall of
2012 and is currently serving 240 students. At the time of implementation, 50% of Big Sky
H.S. graduates were not pursuing post-secondary education. Career academies are
designed to engage students, and provide them with the interpersonal support and
academic foundation necessary for college and career readiness.

What is unique about the Health Science Academy?

 Thematic education based on health science

* Industry certification prior to graduation

 Multiple job-shadowing opportunities junior and senior years

* 4-year health science curriculum from Project Lead the Way

 Regular “edventures” that support classroom learning

* Frequent academy social events

 Small learning community and strong interpersonal connections
 Academy students take core courses together
 Academy is staffed with selected teachers and administrators
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