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ARTIST’S STATEMENT

The abundant and pervasive qualities of light act as catalysts for me as an artist.
Light is, in fact, the phenomenon which draws me to certain spaces and I see light as
dominating and transfiguring those spaces. Thus, light is the key compositional element in.
my paintings and pastels. It is my treatment of light that allows viewers to orient
themselves to a space because light emanates from a specific location within an interior;
such as a window or doorway. Other actual architectural elements are subdued and become
secondary to the light, especially to the color of this light.

Color expresses my ideas as well as my perceptions of light, space, architecture and
geometry.‘ My choice of color is in direct response to my impressions of the Space Iam
experiencing. Recently I was at the Corn Palace in Mitchell, South Dakota. When I was
sketching its interior spaces, I was overcome by the sensation of the light and space being
blue. I conceived the overall atmosphere within the Corn Palace as being blue and similar,
adjacent hues. Inipression's such as this provide the basis for my compositions and color
schemes.

Light is‘. also important to me for its abstract formal qualities. The primary abstract
component in my paintings and pastels is the intensity of color that is provided by my
responses to light. The hues and geometric shapes of light and architecturé subdue the
illusion of three dimensional space: distant light - walls and ceilings - advance, while
foreground - floors and furniture - recede. I design these architectural elements and paiﬁt

them in colors that will facilitate a coexistent duality of flatness and perspective depth.
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To achieve harmony in this contrast of illusion, I use both simple and complex
processes. By sketching, drafting, and xeroxing, I investigate light and value, composition
and color. The results of these explorations are skeletons for my paintings and pastels. I
then translate these preliminary ideas into more complete pieces by using first opaque and
then transparent layers of paint or pastel to achieve intense, but balanced color effects.

The spaces IV portray are de-humanized even in my initial sketchings. Occupants in
these public spaces have no importance to me. In this respect, I.am a minimalist. My
work manifests a personal and abstract narrative which consists of color, shape, geometry
and design. The human element is, and is provided by, the viewer.

I use simplicity of color, shape and design to present my reactions to specific spaces
and light. My paintings and pastels provide a pictorial depiction of existing spaces and a
physical equivalent of my feelings and perceptions while in these places. It is not my wish
to have the viewer identify with my feelings and perceptions directly, but with the formal
méans (color, shape, design, etc.) with which I present my reactions. I consider my
transfigurations of the commonplace to be highly personalized statements about space and

light through pastel, paint and canvas.
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