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Abstract:
The purpose of this study was to compare marital intimacy in first married and remarried couples.
Remarriages were characterized as having so many special challenges and problems that intimacy was
hypothesized as being lower in a remarriage compared to a first marriage. Data gathered from 67 first
married and 67 remarried individuals in Gallatin County, Montana revealed no significant differences
between first marrieds and remarrieds in total intimacy scores. Only conflict resolution was
significantly greater among the first marrieds. Further analysis revealed no significant change in
intimacy over time for remarried persons. 
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ABSTRACT

The p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  s t u d y  was  t o  c o m p a r e  m a r i t a l  
i n t i m a c y  i n  f i r s t  m a r r i e d  a nd  r e m a r r i e d  c o u p l e s .  
R e m a r r i a g e s  w e r e  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  a s  h a v i n g  s o  many 
s p e c i a l  c h a l l e n g e s  and  p r o b l e m s  t h a t  i n t i m a c y  was 
h y p o t h e s i z e d  a s  b e i n g  l o w e r  i n  a  r e m a r r i a g e  c o m p a r e d  t o  
a f i r s t  m a r r i a g e .  D a t a  g a t h e r e d  f r om  67 f i r s t  m a r r i e d  
and  67 r e m a r r i e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  G a l l a t i n  C o u n t y ,  
M on tan a  r e v e a l e d  no s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  
f i r s t  m a r r i e d s  and  r e m a r r i e d s  i n  t o t a l  i n t i m a c y  s c o r e s .  
Only  c o n f l i c t  r e s o l u t i o n  was s i g n i f i c a n t l y  g r e a t e r  
among t h e  f i r s t  m a r r i e d s .  F u r t h e r  a n a l y s i s  r e v e a l e d  no 
s i g n i f i c a n t  c h a n g e  i n  i n t i m a c y  o v e r  t i m e  f o r  r e m a r r i e d  
p e r s o n s .
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INTRODUCTION

As t h e  d i v o r c e  r a t e  h a s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  c l i m b  i n  r e c e n t  

y e a r s , r e s e a r c h e r s  and  c l i n i c i a n s  h a v e  b e g u n  t o  s t u d y  

r e m a r r i a g e .  Ho we ve r ,  t h e r e  i s  s t i l l  a  l a c k  o f  t h e o r y  a nd  

r e s e a r c h  on r e m a r r i a g e .  M a r i t a l  t h e r a p y  t e c h n i q u e s  

d e s i g n e d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  r e m a r r i a g e  a r e  r e l a t i v e l y  new 

a nd  u n t e s t e d .

R e s e a r c h  on r e m a r r i a g e  h a s  d e a l t  l a r g e l y  w i t h  t h e
■) ■ ■

r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  s t e p p a r e n t  a nd  s t e p c h i l d .  L e s s  

r e s e a r c h  h a s  b e e n  done  on t h e  h u s b a n d  a n d  w i f e  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  i n  t h e  s t e p f a m i l y . The o n l y  m a j o r  a g r e e m e n t  

among r e s e a r c h e r s  a nd  c l i n i c i a n s  i s  t h a t  t h e  h u s b a n d - w i f e  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  m u s t  be s t a b l e  i f  t h e  s t e p f a m i l y  i s  t o  

s u r v i v e .  Beyond  t h a t , t h e  r e s e a r c h  on m a r i t a l  

s a t i s f a c t i o n  i n  r e m a r r i a g e  i s  o f t e n  c o n t r a d i c t o r y .  

A l t h o u g h  r e s e a r c h e r s  h a v e  s t u d i e d  m a r i t a l  s a t i s f a c t i o n  i n  

r e m a r r i a g e ,  no r e s e a r c h  h a s  b e e n  d one  y e t  o n  i n t i m a c y  i n  

r e m a r r i a g e .  The p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  i s  t o  

e x a m i n e  m a r i t a l  i n t i m a c y  i n  r e m a r r i a g e .

I n t i m a c y  i s  a f e e l i n g  o f  c l o s e n e s s  a nd  t h e  s h a r i n g  

o f  e m o t i o n a l  a nd  p h y s i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e s  w i t h  a n o t h e r  p e r s o n  

w i t h  t h e  e x p e c t a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i l l  p e r s i s t  

o v e r  t i m e  ( S c h a e f e r  & O l s o n ,  1 9 8 1 ) .  I n t i m a c y  h a s  b e e n  t h e  

s u b j e c t  o f  an  i n c r e a s i n g  n umber  o f  s t u d i e s  i n  t h e  p a s t  

s e v e n  y e a r s  a s  f a m i l y  r e s e a r c h e r s  h a v e  come t o  r e c o g n i z e
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i t s  key i m p o r t a n c e  t o  r e l a t i o n s h i p  s a t i s f a c t i o n  ( L 1 A b a te  & 

L 1 A b a t e , 1 979 ;  W a r i n g , 1 9 8 1 ) .  As a r e l a t i v e l y  new

r e s e a r c h  t o p i c ,  t h e  t o p i c  o f  i n t i m a c y  o p e n s  up new v i s t a s  

i n  r e s e a r c h i n g  t h e  r e m a r r i a g e  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  M a r i t a l  

s a t i s f a c t i o n  s t u d i e s  c o m p a r i n g  f i r s t  m a r r i e d  c o u p l e s  

t o  r e m a r r i e d  c o u p l e s  o f t e n  h a v e  n a d  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  

r e s u l t s .  T h i s  may be due t o  t h e  b r e a d t h  o f  t h e  c o n s t r u c t  

" m a r i t a l  s a t i s f a c t i o n " .  I n  c o n t r a s t ,  i n t i m a c y  i s  more  

n a r r o w l y  d e f i n e d ,  and may be a key  v a r i a b l e  i n  e x p l a i n i n g  

d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  . f i r s t  m a r r i e d  a nd  r e m a r r i e d

r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  The p r e s e n t  s t u d y  w i l l  e x a m i n e  i n t i m a c y  i n  

r e m a r r i a g e  by c o m p a r i n g  f i r s t  m a r r i e d  t o  r e m a r r i e d  c o u p l e s .

Need f o r  t h e  S t u d y

U n t i l  1967 o n l y  19 s t u d i e s  on  r e m a r r i a g e  had  b e e n  

r e p o r t e d  ( S c h l e s i n g e r , 1 9 7 0 ) .  I n  c o m p a r i s o n ,  t h e  e n t i r e

J u l y  1984 i s s u e  o f  F a m i l y  R e l a t i o n s  was  d e v o t e d  t o  

r e m a r r i a g e . A 1980 r e v i e w  o f  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  by P r i c e -  

Bo nh am and  B a l s w i c k  f o u n d  t h a t  r e s e a r c h  r e s u l t s  a r e  

i n c o n c l u s i v e  on how r e m a r r i a g e  a f f e c t s  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  and 

t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  f i r s t  m a r r i a g e  and  r e m a r r i a g e .  

The few a t t e m p t s  t o  c o mp a r e  m a r i t a l  s a t i s f a c t i o n  i n  f i r s t  

m a r r i a g e  a nd  r e m a r r i a g e  h a v e  r e s u l t e d  i n  c o n f l i c t i n g  

r e s u l t s  ( A l b r e c h t ,  1979 ;  D e m a r i s , 1984;  D ub er ma n ,  1975;

G l e n n  & W e a v e r ,  1 9 7 7 ;  Mo r g a n ,  19 80;  R e n n e , 197 1 ) .  To d a t e  

no s t u d i e s  h a v e  a t t e m p e d  t o  d e s c r i b e , q u a n t i f y  o r  c omp ar e  

i n t i m a c y  i n  f i r s t  m a r r i a g e  a nd  r e m a r r i a g e .
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I n t i m a c y  i s  a key  i s s u e  i n  t h e  s t u d y  of  r e m a r r i a g e  

f o r  s e v e r a l  r e a s o n s .  K a n t o r  a nd  L e h f  ( 1 9 7 5 )  f o u n d  t h a t  

i n t i m a c y  i s  one  o f  t h e  m a j o r  g o a l s  o f  a l l  k i n d s  o f  

f a m i l i e s .  E r i k s o n  ( 1 96 3) p o s t u l a t e s  t h a t  i n t i m a c y  i s  a 

key  i s s u e  t h a t  m u s t  be d e v e l o p e d  i n  t h e  f a m i l y  f o r  h e a l t h y  

a d u l t  d e v e l o p m e n t .  A r e c e n t  s t u d y  by W a r i n g ,  M c E l r a t h ,  

M i t c h e l l  and D e r r y  ( 1 9 8 1 )  f o u n d  t h a t  i n t i m a c y  i s  e s s e n t i a l  

f o r  a p e r s o n  t o  a v o i d  p s y c h o s i s  or .  e m o t i o n a l  i l l n e s s .

A ka t ug aw a  ( 1 9 8 1 )  t h e o r i z e s  t h a t  r e m a r r i a g e  i n v o l v e s  

a d e v e l o p m e n t a l  p r o c e s s  t h a t  i s  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  f i r s t  

m a r r i a g e  and i n v o l v e s  mo r e  i n t i m a c y  t h a n  f i r s t  

m a r r i a g e s .  He c l a i m s  t h a t  more  i n t i m a c y  i n  a r e m a r r i a g e  

i s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  m a t u r e  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  and g r e a t e r  

c o m p a t i b i l i t y  b e t w e e n  t h e  s p o u s e s .  O t h e r s  a r g u e  t h a t  

t h e r e  may. be l e s s  i n t i m a c y  i n  r e m a r r i a g e  . ( B r o d e r i c k ,  1979;  

L e f f e l  & R e i n a r t ,  1 9 8 1 ) .  V a r i a b l e s  t h a t  i n h i b i t  i n t i m a c y  

i n  r e m a r r i a g e  i n c l u d e  d e m o g r a p h i c  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  

s p o u s e s  s u c h  a s  a g e ,  e d u c a t i o n  a nd  r e l i g i o n  ( Dean  & G u r a k ,  

1 9 7 8 ) .  O t h e r  f a c t o r s  i n h i b i t i n g  i n t i m a c y  i n c l u d e  a g r e a t e r  

t e n d e n c y  among r e m a r r i e d s  t o  u s e  d i v o r c e  a s  a p r o b l e m  

s o l v i n g  s t r a t e g y ,  e m o t i o n a l  t i e s  t o  a p r e v i o u s  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  w h i c h  makes  p r o b l e m  s o l v i n g  d i f f i c u l t  

( C h e r l i n ,  1981;  V i s h e r  & V i s h e r , 1 9 7 9 ) ,  c o m p l e x  l e g a l  

i s s u e s ,  e . g .  c h i l d  s u p p o r t ,  ( C h e r l i n ,  1 9 7 8 j ,  a nd  

d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  a c h i e v i n g  c o h e s i o n  i n  t h e  r e m a r r i a g e  

b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  p e r m e a b l e  b o u n d a r i e s  ( M o r g a n ,  1 9 8 0 ) .
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Not o n l y  i s  t h e r e  a l a c k  o f  r e s e a r c h  on i n t i m a c y  i n  

r e m a r r i a g e , b u t  many o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s  s t u d i e s  on 

r e l a t i o n s h i p  s a t i s f a c t i o n  h a v e  u t i l i t i z e d  p o o r  m e a s u r e m e n t  

t e c h n i q u e s  i n c l u d i n g  i n s t r u m e n t s  t h a t  a r e  o f t e n  b i a s e d ,  

l a c k  r e l i a b i l i t y  and u s e  v a g u e  q u e s t i o n s  ( E s s e s  & 

C a m p b e l l , 1 9 8 4 ) .  The p r e s e n t  s t u d y  w i l l  u t i l i z e  a  v a l i d  

a nd  r e l i a b l e  s e l f - r e p o r t  m e a s u r e m e n t ,  t h e  W a r i n g  I n t i m a c y  

S c a l e  ( W a r i n g ,  1984)  t o  m e a s u r e  i n t i m a c y  i n  r e m a r r i a g e .  

The r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  w i l l  h a v e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  

f o r  f a m i l y  l i f e  e d u c a t o r s  and  f a m i l y  t h e r a p i s t s .  The 

t h e r a p i s t s  and  e d u c a t o r s  w i l l  b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  

q u a l i t a t i v e  a nd  q u a n t i t a t i v e  d i f f e r e n c e s  . i n  i n t i m a c y  

b e t w e e n  r e m a r r i e d s  and  f i r s t  m a r r i e d s  and  h e n c e , be b e t t e r  

a b l e  t o  make a p p r o p r i a t e  i n t e r v e n t i o n s .
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REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE

A l i t e r a t u r e  r e v i e w  was  c o n d u c t e d  on  t n e  f o l l o w i n g  

t o p i c s : i n t i m a c y  t h e o r y  and m e a s u r e m e n t , r e m a r r i a g e , t h e

s t e p f a m i l y ,  a n d  m a r i t a l  s a t i s f a c t i o n  a n d  a d j u s t m e n t .  

T h i s  l i t e r a t u r e  was  r e v i e w e d  t o  l o c a t e  r e p o r t s  o f  

s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  f i r s t  m a r r i e d  a n d

r e m a r r i e d  c o u p l e s  i n  s u b j e c t  a r e a s  t h a t  a f f e c t  m a r i t a l  

i n t i m a c y .

I n t i m a c y

I n t i m a c y  i s  a t e r m  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  w i d e l y  u s e d  i n  b o t h  

f a m i l y  t h e o r y  a nd  c l i n i c a l  p r a c t i c e .  E r i k s o n  ( 1 963)  was  

one o f  t h e  f i r s t  t h e o r i s t s  t o  o p e r a t i o n a l i z  e t h e  c o n c e p t  

o f  i n t i m a c y ,  b u t  h i s  wo r k  was  g e n e r a l l y  l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  

d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  r a t h e r  t h a n  f a m i l y  f u n c t i o n i n g .  

E r i k s o n 1 s wo r k  was b u i l t  on  t h e  p r e m i s e  t h a t  t h e  

a d o l e s c e n t  j o i n s  g r o u p s  t o  g a i n  a r e f l e c t i o n  o f

h i m s e l f / h e r s e l f  a nd  f r o m  t h a t  r e f l e c t i o n  v a l i d a t e s  t h e

s e l f  a s  a s e p a r a t e  i d e n t i t y .  He f u r t h e r  s t a t e s  t h a t ,

w i t h o u t  a s e n s e  o f  i d e n t i t y ,  i n t i m a c y  i s  n o t  p o s s i b l e .  

E r i k s o n  d e f i n e d  i n t i m a c y  a s  t h e  " c a p a c i t y  t o  commi t  t o  

c o n c r e t e  a f f i l i a t i o n s  a n d  e t h i c a l  s t r e n g t h  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  

r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  e v e n  u n d e r  s i g n i f i c a n t  s a c r i f i c e "  ( p . 2 6 6 ) .

I n t i m a c y  p l a y s  a c e n t r a l  r o l e  i n  h e a l t h y  

i n t e r p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a n d  t h e  e m o t i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  

o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  i n  t h e  f a m i l y .  H o r o w i t z  ( 1 9 7 9 )  f o u n d
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t h a t  i n t i m a c y  p r o b l e m s  ( b o t h  e m o t i o n a l  and p h y s i c a l )  a r e  

t h e  b i g g e s t  s i n g l e  r e a s o n  p e o p l e  s e e k  h e l p ,  f r o m  a 

p s y c h o t h e r a p i s t .  A l a c k  o f ,  o r  p o o r  i n t i m a t e  r e l a t i o n s  i s  

c o r r e l a t e d  w i t h  p s y c h i a t r i c  a nd  e m o t i o n a l  i l l n e s s  ( Hames & 

W a r i n g ,  1980 ; L * A b a t e  & S l o a n ,  19 84;  Va i l l a n t , 1978;

W a r i n g ,  M c E l r a t h ,  M i t c h e l l ,  & D e r r y , 1981;  W a r i n g ,  R eddbn ,

C o r v i n e l l i , C h a l m e r s , & V a n d e r L a a n ,  1 9 8 3 ) .  C l i n e b e l l  and 

C l i n e b e l l  ( 1 9 7 0 )  b e l i e v e  t h a t  d e p t h  o f  i n t i m a c y  i s  h i g h l y  

c o r r e l a t e d  w i t h  m u t u a l  n e e d  s a t i s f a c t i o n  b e t w e e n  s p o u s e s .  

L o w e n t h a l  and  Haven  ( 1 968)  f o u n d  t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  a 

s p o u s e  who s e r v e s  a s  a  c o n f i d a n t  i s  s t r o n g l y  r e l a t e d  t o  

good  m e n t a l  h e a l t h ,  ̂ h i g h  m o r a l e ,  and  s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  

l i f e  s t a g e .  The p o s i t i v e  e f f e c t s  o f  an i n t i m a t e  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  a s p o u s e  l a s t  a l i f e t i m e  i n  t h a t  " t h e  

m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  an i n t i m a t e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  may s e r v e  a s  a 

b u f f e r  a g a i n s t  t h e  d e p r e s s i o n  t h a t  m i g h t  o t h e r w i s e  r e s u l t  

f r o m  d e c r e m e n t s  i n  s o c i a l  r o l e  o r  i n t e r a c t i o n ,  o r  f r om t h e  

more  d r a s t i c  s o c i a l  l o s s e s  f r e q u e n t l y  s u f f e r e d  by o l d e r  

p e r s o n s ,  n a m e l y  widowhood and  r e t i r e m e n t "  ( L o w e n t h a l  & 

H a v e n ,  1 968 ,  p.  2 6 ) .

T h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  i n t i m a c y .  These  

r a n g e  f r om  s i m p l e  d e f i n i t i o n s  t o  c o m p l e x ,  m u l t i f a c e t e d  

m o d e l s .  Ru b i n  ( 1 9 8 3 )  d e f i n e d  i n t i m a c y  a s  t h e  e x p e c t a t i o n  

f o r  d a i l y  d y a d i c  i n t e r a c t i o n  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  s h a r i n g  

o f  c o m m o n a l i t i e s  and  m a i n t a i n i n g  s t a b i l i t y  i n  t i m e s  

o f  s t r e s s .  S t a p l e t o n  and  B r i g h t  ( 1 9 7 6 )  u s e  R u b i n ' s
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d e f i n i t i o n  and  add  s e l f  d i s c l o s u r e  and a f f e c t i o n  a s  

e s s e n t i a l  c o m p o n e n t s .  F o u r  t y p e s  o f  i n t i m a t e  

r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a r e  i d e n t i f i e d  by D a v i s  ( 1 9 7 3 ) :  s i b l i n g s ,  

l o v e r s ,  f r i e n d s  a nd  s p o u s e s .  The s p o u s e  g r o u p  i s  t h e  m o s t  

i n t i m a t e  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  i n t i m a t e  

b e h a v i o r s ,  b o t h  p h y s i c a l  a nd  e m o t i o n a l ,  t h a t  s i b l i n g s ,  

l o v e r s ,  and f r i e n d s  c an  n o t  d u p l i c a t e .  Dahms ( 1 9 7 4 )  

d e f i n e s  t h r e e  l e v e l s  o f  i n t i m a c y : i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  p h y s i c a l , 

and  e m o t i o n a l ,  w i t h  t h e  m o s t  i n t i m a t e  r e l a t i o n s  c o n t a i n i n g  

a l l  t h r e e  a s p e c t s .

T h e r e  a r e  two m o d e l s  o f  i n t i m a c y  t h a t  i n c l u d e  

p r e r e q u i s i t e s  t h a t  m u s t  bfe me t  f o r  a r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  be 

l a b e l e d  " i n t i m a t e " .  L* A b a t e  and  L 1A b a t e  ( 1979)>  i n  t h e i r  

m o d e l ,  l i s t  t h r e e  p a r a d o x i c a l  p r e r e q u i s i t e s  f o r  i n t i m a c y  

w h i c h  i n c l u d e : " ( a )  o ne  n e e d s  t o  be s e p a r a t e  i n  o r d e r  t o  

be c l o s e ;  ( b )  t h e  o n e s  we l o v e  h a v e  t h e  g r e a t e s t  power  to .  

h u r t  u s ;  and  ( c )  we m u s t  s e e k  c o m f o r t  and be c o m f b r t e d  by 

t h o s e  we h u r t  and  who h u r t  u s "  ( p . 17 8 ) .  The s e c o n d  m o d e l  

was  a d v a n c e d  by P e r l m u t t e r  and H a t f i e l d  ( 1 9 8 0 ) .  The two 

p r e r e q u i s i t e s  f o r  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  i n t i m a c y  p r e s e n t e d  i n  

t h i s  m o de l  a r e  ( I )  t h e  u se  o f  met a - m e s s a g e s  ( l i t e r a l  

m e s s a g e s  and  n o n v e r b a l  c u e s ) i n  w h i c h  t h e  c o u p l e  

c l a r i f i e s  and  d e f i n e s  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  i n  t e r m s  o f  

t h o u g h t s ,  f e e l i n g s ,  b e h a v i o r s ,  a n d  s e n s a t i o n s ; and  ( 2 )  t h e  

d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  s e c o n d  o r d e r  c h a n g e  p r o c e s s e s  w h i c h  i n v o l v e  

c h a n g i n g  p r o b l e m  s o l v i n g  r u l e s  i n  t h e  f a m i l y  w h i c h  r e s u l t
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i n  s t r u c t u r a l  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  f a m i l y  ( e . g .  t h e  a d o l e s c e n t  

who n e e d s  g r e a t e r  f r e e d o m s  t o  b u i l d  h i s / h e r  own i d e n t i t y  

p r e s e n t s  an  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  t h e  f a m i l y  t o  c h a n g e  i t s  

p r o b l e m  s o l v i n g  r u l e s  t o  a l l o w  mor e  i n p u t  f r om  t h e  

a d o l e s c e n t  i n  f a m i l y  d e c i s i o n s . )

H u s t o n and B u r g e s s ( 1 9 7 9 ) e x p l a i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f

i n t i m a c y u s i n g s o c i a l e x c h a n g e t h e o r y .  The maj o r

a s s u m p t i o n o f t h i s t h e o r y i s t h d t  i n t i m a c y i n  a

r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i l l  grow o n l y  i f  t h e  r e w a r d s  o u t n u m b e r  t h e  

c o s t s  f o r  e a c h  p e r s o n .  The r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i l l  p r o c e e d  w i t h  

e a c h  s p o u s e  r e a l i z i n g  a p r o f i t a b l e  o u t c om e  u n t i l  b o t h  

r e l a t e  t o  o t h e r  p e o p l e  a s  a c o u p l e ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  a s  

i n d i v i d u a l s .

From h i s  c l i n i c a l  o b s e r v a t i o n s ,  A k a t a g a w a  ( 1 9 81 )  

t h e o r i z e d  t h a t  p e o p l e  who f o r m  s e v e r a l  i n t i m a t e

r e l a t i o n s h i p s  d u r i n g  a  l i f e t i m e  f o l l o w  a d e v e l o p m e n t a l  

s e q u e n c e .  , He d e s c r i b e s  t h r e e  t y p e s ,  o f  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  

e a c h  s u c e e d i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e i n g  more  i n t i m a t e  t h a n  t h e  

p r e v i o u s  o n e .  The f i r s t  t y p e  o f  r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s  u s u a l l y  

m a r r i a g e  w h i c h  l a s t s  t e n  o r  mo r e  y e a r s  and  e n d s  i n  

d i v o r c e .  The s e c o n d  k i n d  o f  r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s  a l o v e  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  ( s o m e t i m e s  c o h a b i t a t i o n )  w h e r e i n  t h e  

p a r t n e r s  a r e  i n t e n s e l y  and  m u t u a l l y  p a s s i o n a t e  i n  t h e i r  

f e e l i n g s  t o w a r d  e a c h  o t h e r .  T h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  l a s t s  a b o u t  

s i x  m o n t h s .  The l a s t  k i n d  o f  r e l a t i o n s h i p  l a s t s  s i x  

m o n t h s  o r  more  and  c a n  t a k e  t h e  f o r m o f  r e m a r r i a g e ,
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c o h a b i t a t i o n ,  an a f f a i r  o r  a  l e n g t h y  p l a t o n i c  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

i n v o l v i n g  e v e n  more  i n t e n s e  i n t i m a c y  t h a n  t h e  s e c o n d  

r e l a t i o n s h i p .  To d a t e  no e m p i r i c a l  s t u d i e s  h a v e  b e e n  done
I '

t o  s u p p o r t  A k a t u g w a 1 s f o r m u l a t i o n s .

S c h a e f e r  and O l s o n  ( 1 9 8 1 )  d e v e l o p e d  t h e  P e r s o n a l  

A s s e s s m e n t  o f  I n t i m a c y  i n  R e l a t i o n s h i p s  (PAIR)  s c a l e  a nd  

f o u n d  t h a t  a n  i n t i m a t e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by 

t h e s e  c o m p o n e n t s : ( a )  e m o t i o n a l  i n t i m a c y ; ( b ) s o c i a l

i n t i m a c y  ( s i m i l a r  s o c i a l  n e t w o r k s ) ;  ( c )  s e x u a l  i n t i m a c y ;

( d ) i n t e l l e c t u a l  s h a r i n g  o f  i d e a s ; and ( e )  r e c r e a t i o n  

( s h a r e d  i n t e r e s t s  i n  h o b b i e s  o r  s p o r t s  e v e n t s ) .

The i n t i m a c y  s c a l e  u s e d  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  was  

d e v e l o p e d  by W a r i n g  ( 1 9 8 1 ) .  W a r in g  i n c l u d e s  a t i m e  

d i m e n s i o n  i n  h i s  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  i n t i m a c y .  He d e s c r i b e s  

i n t i m a c y ,  a s  "a  m u l t i f a c e t e d  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  d i m e n s i o n  w h i c h  

d e s c r i b e s  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  a m a r i t a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  a t  a p o i n t  

i n  t i m e "  ( p . 3 4 ) .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  W a r i n g ,  i n t i m a c y  c o n s i s t s  

o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  e i g h t  c o m p o n e n t s :

( a )  c o n f l i c t  r e s o l u t i o n  -  t h e  e a s e  w i t h  w h i c h  

d i f f e r e n c e s  o f  o p i n i o n  a r e  r e s o l v e d ;

( b ) a f f e c t i o n  -  t h e  d e g r e e  t o  w h i c h  f e e l i n g s  o f  

e m o t i o n a l  c l o s e n e s s  a r e  e x p r e s s e d  by t h e  c o u p l e ;

( c ) c o h e s i o n  -  a f e e l i n g  o f  c ommi t me n t  t o  t h e
I

m a r r i a g e ;

( d )  s e x u a l i t y  -  t h e  d e g r e e  t o  w h i c h  s e x u a l  n e e d s  a r e  

c o m m u n i c a t e d  a nd  f u l f i l l e d  by t h e  m a r r i a g e ;



10

( e )  i d e n t i t y  -  t h e  c o u p l e ' s  l e v e l  o f  s e l f  

c o n f i d e n c e  and s e l f  e s t e e m ;

( f )  c o m p a t i b i l i t y  -  t h e  d e g r e e  t o  w h i c h  t h e  c o u p l e  

i s  a b l e  t o  wo r k  and  p l a y  t o g e t h e r  c o m f o r t a b l y ;

( g )  e x p r e s s i v e n e s s  -  t h e  d e g r e e  t o  w h i c h  t h o u g h t s ,  

b e l i e f s ,  a t t i t u d e s  and  f e e l i n g s  a r e  s h a r e d  w i t h i n  

t h e  m a r r i a g e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  m a r i t a l  s e l f  

d i s c l o s u r e ;

( h)  a u t on o m y  -  t h e  s u c c e s s  w i t h  w h i c h  t h e  c o u p l e  g a i n s  

i n d e p e n d e n c e  f r o m  t h e i r *  f a m i l i e s  o f  o r i g i n  and  

t h e i r  o f f s p r i n g .

Each o f  t h e  a b o v e  c o m p o n e n t s  f o r m  a s e p a r a t e  s u b s c a l e  on 

t h e  W a r i n g  I n t i m a c y  Q u e s t i o n a i r e  (WIQ). ( W a r i n g ,  1 9 8 4 ) .

C o n f l i c t  r e s o l u t i o n  and  p r o b l e m  s o l v i n g  s k i l l s  a r e  

p r e r e q u i s i t e s  f o r  o p t i m a l l y  f u n c t i o n i n g  f a m i l i e s  w i t h  h i g h  

l e v e l s  o f  i n t i m a c y  ( F r e y , H o l l e y , & L 1 A b a t e , 1 979» W a r i n g ,  

T i l l m a n ;  F r e l i c k ,  R u s s e l l  & W e i s z , 19 8 0 ) .  F r e y  e t  a l .

( 1 9 7 9 )  f o u n d  t h a t  a f f e c t i o n  f a c i l i t a t e s  i n t i m a c y  as

f e e l i n g s  o f  e m o t i o n a l  c l o s e n e s s  a r e  s h a r e d  b e t w e e n

s p o u s e s .  S i m i l a r  r e s u l t s  h a v e  b e e n  r e p o r t e d  by o t h e r

r e s e a r c h e r s  (.L1 A b a t e  & F r e y ,  19 81;  R u b i n , 19 83)  •

C l i n e b e l l  and C l i n e b e l l  ( 1970)  t h e o r i z e d  t h a t  b o t h  

s p o u s e s  n e e d  a f i r m  s e n s e  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  i d e n t i t y  i f  

i n t i m a c y  i s  t o  d e v e l o p .  The r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  b e t w e e n  i d e n t i t y  

and  i n t i m a c y  h a s  b e e n  n o t e d  by S a t i r ,  S t a c h o w i a k  a n d  

Taschman  ( 1 9 7 5 )  who p r o p o s e d  t h a t  a c o u p l e  n e e d s  t o  be



c l o s e  e n o u g h  t o  c o m m u n i c a t e ,  b u t  n o t  so c l o s e  t h a t  one 

s p o u s e  o v e r p o w e r s  t h e  o t h e r .  T h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  

i d e n t i t y  and i n t i m a c y  was e m p i r i c a l l y  v e r i f i e d  by W a r i n g , 

T i l l m a n ,  F r e l i c k ,  R u s s e l l ,  a nd  W e i s z  ( 19 80)  a nd  L 1 A b a t e  

" ( 1 9 8 3 ) .
I

Most  o f  t h e  r e s e a r c h  on W a r i n g ' s e i g h t  d i m e n s i o n s  o f  

i n t i m a c y  h a s  b e e n  done  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  e m o t i o n a l  

e x p r e s s i v e n e s s  and  i n t i m a c y .  S e v e r a l  s t u d i e s  h a v e  f o u n d  

t h a t  , s e l f  d i s c l o s u r e  i s  p o s i t i v e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  i n t i m a c y  

( Bal  s wi  ck  & P e e k ,  1974 ;  D a v i d s o n ,  B a l s w i c k  & H a l v e r s o n ,  

19 83;  L e w i s ,  1 978 ;  P e d e r s o n  & B r e g l i ' o , . 1 9 6 8 ) .  Most

s t u d i e s  ( B a l s w i c k  & A v e r e t t ,  1977» C h e l u n e , 1 9 7 6 ;  G i t t e r  & 

B l a c k ,  1976 ;  P e d e r s o n  & B r e g l i o , 1968)  h a v e  f o u n d  t h a t

f e m a l e s  s e l f - d i s c l o s e  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  more  o f t e n  t h a n  m a l e s  

w h i c h  l o w e r s  m a r i t a l  i n t i m a c y  u n l e s s  t h e  m a l e  i n c r e a s e s  

h i s  s e I f - d i d 0 s u r e  t o  a l e v e l  c o m p a r a b l e  t o  t h e  f e m a l e  

( D a v i d s o n  & B a l s w i c k ,  ,1983) .  F a c i l i t a t i n g  s e l f  d i s c l o s u r e  

i n  m a r t i a l  t h e r a p y  h a s  a l s o  b e e n  shown t o  i n c r e a s e  

i n t i m a c y  l e v e l s  ( B u r k e ,  W e i r ,  & H a r r i s o n ,  I 97 6 ; L 1 A b a t e ,  

1 977 ;  W a r i n g ,  1981 ; W a r i n g  & C h e l u n e ,  .1983) . E m o t i o n a l  

e x p r e s s i v e n e s s  i s  a l s o  p o s i t i v e l y  c o r r e l a t e d  w i t h  m a r i t a l  

s a t i s f a c t i o n  ( G i l b e r t ,  1976 ;  L e v i n g e r  & S e n n ,  1967)  and  

c o n f l i c t  r e s o l u t i o n  ( L ' A b a t e , 1 9 7 7 ) .

W a r i n g ' s  a u t o no m y  c o n s t r u c t  h a s  a l s o  b e e n  e m p i r i c a l l y -  

v a l i d a t e d  a s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  c o mp o n e n t  o f  i n t i m a c y .

Two s t u d i e s  ( W a r i n g ,  M c E l r a t h , L e f c o e  & W e i s z , 1981;
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W a r i n g ,  T i l l m a n ,  F r e l i c k ,  R u s s e l l  & W e i s z , 1980)  h a v e

f o u n d  t h a t  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  d y a d i c  i n t i m a c y  i s  d e p e n d e n t

on r e l i n q u i s h i n g  s t r o n g  e m - o t i o n a l  t i e s  w i t h  s i g n i f i c a n t
■ ■ - ; :V i -

o t h e r  s  -----e s p e c i a l l y  o n e !,s f a m i l y  o f  o r i g i n .  A p e r s o n

u s u a l l y  d e v e l o p e s  a u t o n o m y  t h r o u g h  e a r l y  c h i l d h o o d  

r e l a t i o n s h i p s  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  f a m i l y .  As a r e s u l t  o f  t h e s e  

r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  h e / s h e  i s  l a t e r  a b l e  t o  a t t a i n  i n t i m a c y  i n  

a d u l t h o o d  ( V a i l l a n t ,  1 9 7 7 ) .

Most  d e m o g r a p h i c  v a r i a b l e s  ( e . g .  a g e , n umber  o f  y e a r s  

m a r r i e d , and  r e l i g i o n )  do n o t  seem to ,  be  r e l a t e d  t o  

i n t i m a c y .  Only low i nc ome  and, l ow e d u c a t i o n a l  l e v e l  

a p p e a r  t o  be n e g a t i v e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  m a r i t a l  i n t i m a c y  

( W a r i n g ,  M c E l r a t h , M i t c h e l l  & D e r r y , 1 9 8 1 ) .

R e m a r r i a g e

L i k e  i n t i m a c y ,  r e m a r r i a g e  i s a  f a i r l y  new t o p i c  i n  

t h e  f a m i l y  r e s e a r c h  l i t e r a t u r e  w i t h  o n l y  19 a r t i c l e s  b e i n g  

p u b l i s h e d  b e f o r e  1967 ( S c h l e s i n g e r , 1 9 7 0 ) .  U n t i l  t h e  mid

1 9 70 * 3 ,  m o s t  r e s e a c h  f o c u s e d  o n  t h e  s t e p c h i l d  -  s t e p p a r e n t  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  ( Wa l d ,  1 9 8 1 ) .  R e s e a r c h  on t h e  m a r i t a l  dyad  i n  

t h e  s t e p f a m i l y  h a s  b e e n  l i m i t e d  by o n l y  u s i n g  c l i n i c a l  

s a m p l e s ,  o p e n -  e n d e d  i n t e r v i e w s ,  i n a d e q u a t e  o r  i n v a l i d  

q u e s t i o n n a i r e s ,  a nd  r e s e a r c h e r  b i a s  ( E s s e s  & C a m p b e l l ,  

1 9 8 4 ) .  P r i c e  -  Bonham and B a l s w i c k  ( 1980)  a l s o  n o t e  t h e  

l a c k  o f  t h e  u s e  o f  w e l l  d e f i n e d  c o n c e p t s  when r e s e a r c h i n g

s t e p f a m i l i e s .
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DemograpiaiG V a r i a b l e s  and R e m a r r i a g e

The r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  d e m o g r a p h i c  v a r i a b l e s  a nd  

r e m a r r i a g e  h a s  b e e n  e x a m i n e d  i n  s e v e r a l  s t u d i e s  i n  r e c e n t  

y e a r s .  The r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  a r e  i n c o n c l u s i v e  w i t h  

a few e x c e p t i o n s  ( P r i c e - Bonham & B a l s w i c k ,  1 9 8 0 ) .  

S e v e r a l  s t u d i e s  h a v e  f o u n d  t h e  a g e  d i f f e r e n t i a l  b e t w e e n  

t h e  , s p o u s e s  i n  a r e m a r r i a g e  t o  be s i g n i f i c a n t l y  g r e a t e r  

t h a n  f o r  f i r s t  m a r r i e d  c o u p l e s  ( A g u i r r e  & P a r r ,  1982 ;  

Dean & G u r a k ,  1 97 8 ;  D u be r ma n ,  1975 ;  T r o s t , 1 9 8 4 ) .

S c h l e s i n g e r  ( 1 9 7 0 )  f o u n d  y o u n g e r  d i v o r c e d  m a l e s  and  

f e m a l e s  t e n d  t o  m a r r y  s i n g l e  p e o p l e ,  w h e r e a s  m i d d l e - a g e  

d i v o r c e e s  t e n d  t o  m a r r y  o t h e r  d i v o r c e e s ,  a n d  o l d e r  

r e m a r r i e d s  c h o o s e  wi dows  o r  w i d o w e r s .

O t h e r  d e m o g r a p h i c  a n d  s t e p f a m i l y  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  t h a t  

a p p e a r  t o  e f f e c t  m a r i t a l  i n t i m a c y  i n c l u d e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g .  

Tne e d u c a t i o n  l e v e l  o f  r e m a r r i e d s  t e n d  t o  be more  

d i s s i m i l a r  t h a n  f i r s t  m a r r i e d s  ( De a n  & G u r a k ,  1 9 7 8 ) .  

E c o n o m i c  f a c t o r s  p l a y  a r o l e  i n  some r e m a r r i a g e s  a s  m o s t  

w h i t e  women who r e m a r r y  i n c r e a s e  t h e i r  i n c o m e  o v e r  t h a t  

w h i c h  t h e y  h a d  i n  t h e i r  f i r s t  m a r r i a g e  by m a r r y i n g  men of  

h i g h e r  s o c i o e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s  ( M u e l l e r  & P o p e , 1 9 8 0 ) .

R e l i g i o u s  homogamy i s  f o u n d  l e s s  f r e q u e n t l y  i n  r e m a r r i a g e  

t h a n  i n  f i r s t  m a r r i a g e  ( De an  & G u r a k ,  1 9 7 8 ) .  A g u i r r e  and 

P a r r  ( 1982)  f o u n d  a p o s i t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n  b e t w e e n  m a r i t a l  

s a t i s f a c t i o n  a nd  t h e  l e n g t h  o f  t i m e  b e t w e e n  t h e  d i v o r c e

a nd  r e m a r r i a g e .



R e m a r r i e d c o u p l e s  i n  w h i c h  a t  l e a s t  one  s p o u s e  h a s  a

c h i l d  f r o m  a p r e v i o u s  m a r r i a g e  seem t o  h a v e  t h e  same 

n umber  o f  p r o b l e m s  a s  r e m a r r i e d s  w i t h  no c h i l d r e n  f r om  a 

p r i o r  m a r r i a g e  ( F u r s t e n b u r g  & S p a n i e r ,  1 9 8 4 ;  Morgan ,

1980)  . H o w e v e r , t h e  b i r t h  o f  a c h i l d  t o  t h e  r e m a r r i e d  

c o u p l e  may be s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  t h e  s t e p f a m i i y  . b o n d i n g

p r o c e s s  a s  i t  g i v e s  t h e  f a m i l y  a  common bond (Du b e rma n ,

1 9Y 3) • One s t u d y  h a s  shown a  n e g a t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n  b e t w e e n  

t h e  number  o f  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  s t e p f a m i i y  and  m a r i t a l

s a t i s f a c t i o n  ( A g u i r r e  & P a r r , 19 82)  .

M a r i t a l  S a t i s f a c t i o n  i n  R e m a r r i a g e .

Dean and  G u r a k  ( 1 9 7 8 )  p r o p o s e  t h a t  p e o p l e  do n o t  

l e a r n  f r o m  m i s t a k e s  made i n  a f i r s t  m a r r i a g e  a n d  h e n c e , 

w i l l  r e m a r r y  and a g a i n  f i n d  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  an

u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  H o w e v e r ,  P e t e r s  ( 1 976)  f o u n d  

56% o f  f i r s t  m a r r i e d  s p o u s e s  f e l t  t h e y  had  made a 

m i s t a k e  i n  t h e i r  c h o i c e  o f  m a r r i a g e  p a r t n e r s ,  w h e r e a s  

o n l y  26% o f  t h e  r e m a r r i e d s  i n  h e r  s a m p l e  r e p o r t e d  t h e  

same t h i n g .  She c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  r e m a r r i e d s  a r e  mo r e  l i k e l y  

t o  h a v e  s a t i s f a c t o r y  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .

The r e s u l t s  o f  o t h e r  s t u d i e s  o n  m a r i t a l  s a t i s f a c t i o n  

i n  r e m a r r i a g e  f a l l  i n t o  t h r e e  c a t e g o r i e s .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  one 

g r o u p  o f  s t u d i e s ,  t h e r e  i s  mo r e  m a r i t a l  s a t i s f a c t i o n  i n  

r e m a r r i a g e  c o m p a r e d  t o  f i r s t  m a r r i a g e  b e c a u s e  r e m a r r i e d  

s p o u s e s  a r e  a b l e  t o  l e a r n  f r o m  t h e i r  m i s t a k e s  i n  t h e  

f i r s t  m a r r i a g e  ( A l b r e c h t ,  1 9 79 ;  M e s s i n g e r , 1 9 8 4 ) .  I n



a n o t h e r  g r o u p  o f  s t u d i e s  t h e  d a t a  s u g g e s t s  t h e  o p p o s i t e ; 

t h a t  r e m a r r i e d  s p o u s e s  do n o t  l e a r n  f r o m  t h e  m i s t a k e s  i n  

t h e i r  f i r s t  m a r r i a g e , and  h e n c e  t h e r e  i s  no more  

s a t i s f a c t i o n  i n  t h e  r e m a r r i a g e  t h a n  t h e r e  was  i n  t h e  f i r s t  

m a r r i a g e  ( C l i m g e m p e e l , T9 81;  M o r g a n ,  19 80;  R e n n e , 1 9 7 1 ) .  

I n  a t h i r d  g r o u p  o f  s t u d i e s  t h e r e  w e r e  no s i g n i f i c a n t  

d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  f i r s t  m a r r i e d  a n d  r e m a r r i e d  c o u p l e s  i n  

m a r i t a l  s a t i s f a c t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  two y e a r s  o f  t h e  

r e l a t i o n s h i p .  T h i s  f i n d i n g  may be due  t o  t h e  " honeymoon"  

s t a t u s  o f  a l l  m a r i t a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  two 

y e a r s  ( D e m a r i s , 1 9 84 ;  Du b er ma n ,  1 9 7 5 ) .  L e f f e l  a nd  R e i n a r t

( 1 9 8 1 )  n o t e  t h a t  mor e  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  and  c o n s e n s u s  on  t h e  

c o n s t r u c t  o f  m a r i t a l  s a t i s f a c t i o n  i s  n e e d e d  b e f o r e  

c o m p a r i n g  f i r s t  m a r r i e d s  and  r e m a r r i e d s .

The r e s u l t s  o f  s t u d i e s  o n  l i f e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  i n  

r e m a r r i a g e  a r e  n o t  a s  v a r i e d  a s  t h e  s t u d i e s  on  m a r i t a l  

s a t i s f a c t i o n  i n  r e m a r r i a g e .  S p a n i e r  a nd  F u r s t e n b u r g

( 1 9 8 2 )  and  W h i t e  ( 1 9 7 9 )  f o u n d  g r e a t e r  l i f e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  

among r e m a r r i e d s  c o m p a r e d  t o  , f i r s t  m a r r i e d s .  Ho we ve r ,  t h e  

m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  o t h e r  s t u d i e s  o n  t h i s  s u b j e c t  ( F u r s t e n b u r g  

& S p a n i e r , 1 984 ;  G l e n n ,  1 981 ;  G l e n n  & W e a v e r ,  1 9 7 7 ;  Yoder  

& N i c h o l s ,  1980)  show no s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  

t h e  l i f e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  r e m a r r i e d s  c o mp a r e d  t o  f i r s t  

m a r r i e d s .  F u r s t e n b u r g  and  S p a n i e r  ( 1 9 8 4 )  e x p l a i n  t h e  

d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e i r  f i n d i n g s  a nd  t h e s e  o t h e r  s t u d i e s  

by p r o p o s i n g  t h a t  r e m a r r i e d  p e o p l e  w i l l  n o t  e n d u r e  an

15
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■unhappy s e c o n d  m a r r i a g e  a f t e r  a l r e a d y  h a v i n g  d i v o r c e d  

o n c e . They a r e  more  l i k e l y  t o  u s e  d i v o r c e  t o  end  an  

u n s a t i s f y i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  T h o s e  who r e m a i n  r e m a r r i e d ,  

t h e n ,  a r e  mor e  l i k e l y  t o  be h a p p y  t h a n  f i r s t  m a r r i e d s .

Wi t h  r e g a r d  t o  m e a s u r i n g  m a r i t a l  s a t i s f a c t i o n  i n  

r e m a r r i a g e , M e s s i n g e r  ( 1 9 8 4 )  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  i t  t a k e s  two 

co f i v e  y e a r s  f o r  r e m a r r i e d  c o u p l e s  t o  b e g i n  t o  s t a b i l i z e  

t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  H e n c e , m a r i t a l  s a t i s f a c t i o n  s c o r e s  

o b t a i n e d  b e f o r e  t h a t  t i m e  may n o t  be  r e l i a b l e .

M a r i t a l  A d j u s t m e n t  i n  R e m a r r i a g e .

The m a r i t a l  a d j u s t m e n t  p r o c e s s  a p p e a r s  t o  be 

d i f f e r e n t  i n  r e m a r r i a g e s  t h a n  i t  i s  i n  f i r s t  m a r r i a g e s .  

S e x u a l  a d j u s t m e n t s  i n  r e m a r r i a g e  may be s m o o t h e r  t h a n  i n  

f i r s t  m a r r i a g e s  b e c a u s e  r e m a r r i e d  s p o u s e s  h a v e  more

r e a l i s t i c  e x p e c t a t i o n s  ( S c h l e s i n g e r , 1 9 6 8 ) .  The m e r g i n g

o f  two h o u s e h o l d s  i n  r e m a r r i a g e  p o s e s  s p e c i a l  p r o b l e m s  

n o t  f o u n d  i n  f i r s t  m a r r i a g e s .  H o w e v e r , i f  t h e s e  p r o b l e m s  

a r e  s o l v e d  e f f e c t i v e l y ,  t h e s e  e x p e r i e n c e s  b u i l d  

s o l i d a r i t y  i n t o  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  v e r y  e a r l y  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  

o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  ( N e l s o n  & N e l s o n ,  1982)  .

V i s h e r  and  V i s h e r  ( 1 9 7 9 )  h o w e v e r ,  f o u n d  t h a t

i n c o m p a t i b i l i t y  p r o b l e m s  a r e  m a g n i f i e d  i n  r e m a r r i a g e  

b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  c o m p l e x  f a m i l y  s t r u c t u r e  and  t h e  m a r i t a l  

p a t t e r n  e a c h  s p o u s e  d e v e l o p e d  b e f o r e  t h e  p r e s e n t  

r e l a t i o n s h i p .  C h e r l i n  ( 1 9 8 1 )  f o u n d  t h a t  m u t u a l l y  a c c e p t e d  

wa ys  o f  r e s o l v i n g  p r o b l e m s  a r e  l a c k i n g  i n  r e m a r r i e d
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r e l a t i o n s h i p s  and  b e c a u s e  o f  a l a c k  o f  s o c i a l  o r  . c u l t u r a l  

r e g u l a t i o n s  ( e . g .  "What  a r e  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  o b l i g a t i o n s  o f  

t h e  s p o u s e  i n  r e g a r d s  t o  t h e i r  p r e v i o u s  s p o u s e ? " ) ,

r e m a r r i e d  c o u p l e s  m u s t  s o l v e  d i f f i c u l t  i s s u e s  more  on 

t h e i r  own t h a n  do f i r s t  m a r r i e d  c o u p l e s .

The p e r m e a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  b o u n d a r y  f u r t h e r  

compounds  t h e  p r o b l e m s  o f  a d j u s t m e n t  i n  r e m a r r i a g e  ( W a l k e r  

& M e s s i n g e r ,  1 9 7 9 ) .  T h e i f a m i l y  b o u n d a r y  c o n s i s t s  o f  r u l e s  

( i m p l i c i t  a n d  e x p l i c i t )  w h i c h  t h e  f a i h i l y  m a k e s  t o  d e c i d e  

how i t  w i l l  i n t e r a c t  w i t h  member s  o f  s o c i e t y ,  i n c l u d i n g  

who e n t e r s  a n d  l e a v e s  t h e  f a m i l y  b o t h  p h y s i c a l l y  and

p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y  ( K a n t o r  & L e h r ,  1 9 7 5 ) .  The c o m p a r a t i v e l y  

more  p e r m e a b l e  f a m i l y  b o u n d a r y  ( d u e  t o  new r o l e s ,  s y m b o l s ,  

and r i t u a l s )  o f  t h e  r e m a r r i e d  f a m i l y  makes  s t a b i l i t y  and 

c o h e s i o n  more  d i f f i c u l t  t o  a c h i e v e  u n t i l  s h a r e d  f a m i l y

e x p e r i e n c e s ,  s y m b o l s  and  r i t u a l s  a r e  a d d e d  t o  t h e

r e m a r r i a g e  ( M o r g a n ,  1 9 8 0 ;  W a l k e r  & M e s s i n g e r ,  1 9 7 9 ) .

The r o l e  t r a n s i t i o n s  e x p e r i e n c e d  by one  or  b o t h  

s p o u s e s  when t h e y  become s t e p p a r e n t s  i s  a  h i n d e r a n c e  i n  

b u i l d i n g  a  f i r m e r ,  l e s s  p e r m e a b l e  b o u n d a r y  i n  t h e

r e m a r r i e d  f a m i l y .  T h e s e  t r a n s i t i o n s  add  more  s t r e s s  t o  

t h e  m a r i t a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w h i c h  may f u r t h e r  l o w e r  m a r i t a l  

s a t i s f a c t i o n  and  i n t i m a c y  u n t i l  t h e  r o l e s  a r e  w o r k e d - o u t  

( M o r g a n ,  1 9 8 0 ) .  W a l k e r  and M e s s i n g e r  ( 1 9 7 9 )  f o u n d  t h a t  

t h e  e a s e  o f  d e f i n i n g  new r o l e s  i n  t h e  r e m a r r i e d  f a m i l y  i s  

d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  r e l i n q u i s h i n g  o r
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r e d e f i n i n g  r o l e s  and  b o u n d a r i e s  i n  t h e  f o r m e r  n u c l e a r  

f a m i l y .  B r o d e r i c k  ( 1 9 7 9 )  n o t e s  t h a t  a s e c o n d  m a r r i a g e  

w i l l  be an  i m p r o v e m e n t  o v e r  t h e  f i r s t  m a r r i a g e  o n l y  i f  

b o t h  s p o u s e s  l e a r n e d ,  f r o m  t h e i r  m i s t a k e s  i n  t h e  f i r s t  

m a r r i a g e  and  a r e  a b l e  t o  f i t  i n t o  a  c o m f o r t a b l e  r o l e  i n  

t h e  new m a r r i a g e .

B r o d e r i c k  ( 1 9 7 9 )  a l s o  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  “g h o s t s "  f r o m  

t h e  p r i o r  m a r r i a g e  w h i c h  r e v e a l  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  c o m p a r i s o n s  

o f  t h e  new s p o u s e  w i t h  a  f o r m e r  s p o u s e  c o n s t i t u t e  a  m a j o r  

b a r r i e r  t o  i n t i m a c y  i n  a  r e m a r r i a g e .  T he s e  c o m p a r i s o n s  

and  o t h e r  “e m o t i o n a l  g a r b a g e "  l e f t  o v e r  f r om  a p r e v i o u s  

m a r r i a g e  o f t e n  i n h i b i t  i n t i m a c y  i n  r e m a r r i a g e  ( L a r s o n ,  

1 9 8 4 ) .  L e f f e l  and R e i n a r t  ( 1 9 8 1 )  n o t e  t h a t  i n t i m a c y  i n  

r e m a r r i a g e  i s  p o s s i b l e  o n l y  when t h e  f e e l i n g s  o f  

v u l n e r a b i l i t y  and r e l u c t a n c e  t o  t r u s t  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  

c a r r i e d  o v e r  f r o m  t h e  f o r m e r  m a r r i a g e  a r e  w o r k e d  t h r o u g h .

I f  c h i l d r e n  a r e  i n v o l v e d ,  t h e  r e m a r r i e d  f a m i l y  o f t e n  

s u f f e r s  f r o m  i n c r e a s e d  s t r e s s  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s ,  o f  t r y i n g  t o  

d e f i n e  t h e  s t e p p a r e n t  and  s t e p c h i l d  r o l e s .  T h i s  may h a ve  

a n e g a t i v e  e f f e c t  o n  m a r i t a l  i n t i m a c y  ( C h e r l i n ,  1981 ;  

H u n t ,  1966 ; S t e i n z o r ,  1 969 ;  V i s h e r  & V i s h e r ,  1 9 7 9 ) «

O t h e r  f a c t o r s  t h a t  may n e g a t i v e l y  e f f e c t  i n t i m a c y  i n  

r e m a r r i a g e  i n c l u d e  a s i g n i f i c a n t l y  s h o r t e r  c o u r t s h i p  

p e r i o d  f o r  r e m a r r i e d s  c o m p a r e d  t o  f i r s t  m a r r i e d s  

( H o l l i n g s h e a d ,  , 1 9 5 2 ;  H u n t ,  1 9 6 6 ;  L e s l i e , .  1 9 6 7 ) ,  f e w e r  

g u e s t s  a t  t h e  m a r r i a g e  c e r e m o n y ,  a  c i v i l  r a t h e r  t h a n



r e l i g i o u s  w e d d i n g  ( H o l l i n g s h e a d , I 9 b 2 ;  H u n t ,  1 9 b 6 ;  L e s l i e ,  

1 9 6 7 ) ,  no hone ymo on  o r  a s h o r t  ho n e ymo o n ,  ( H o l l i n g s h e a d , 

1 9 5 2 ) ,  a n d  s e p a r a t e  bank  a c c o u n t s  ( M e s s i n g e r ,  1 9 7 6 ) .

A f i n a l  f a c t o r  w o r k i n g  a g a i n s t  i n t i m a c y  i n  

r e m a r r i a g e  i s  l ow s e l f  e s t e e m .  S c h l e s i n g e r  ( 1 9 7 0 )  f o u n d  

t h a t  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  50% o f  b o t h  m a l e  and f e m a l e  r e m a r r i e d s  

f e l t  t h e i r  s e l f  e s t e e m  a n d  s o c i a l  s t a t u s  i n  t h e  communi ty  

had  b e e n  l o w e r e d  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s  d i v o r c e .  

U n t i l  s e l f  e s t e e m  a n d  s o c i a l  s t a t u s  a r e  r e b u i l t ,  i n t i m a c y  

may be l e s s  a t t a i n a b l e  ( S a t i r  e t  a l , 1 9 7 5 ) .

B e c k e r ,  L a n d e s  a nd  M i c h a e l  ( 1 9 7 7 )  r e p o r t  t h a t  f o r  

b o t h  men a n d  women,  r e m a r r i a g e s  a r e  more  u n s t a b l e  t h a n  

f i r s t  m a r r i a g e s  f o r  a t  l e a s t  t h e  f i r s t  f i v e  y e a r s  o f  

m a r r i a g e .  T h i s  i s  due  t o  h i g h e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  c o s t s  when 

d i s p a r i t i e s  i n  a g e ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  s o c i a l  b a c k g o u n d ,  r e l i g i o n  

a nd  r a c e  o c c u r .

Summary a n d  H y p o t h e s e s

I n t i m a c y  h a s  b o t h  t h e o r e t i c a l  and e m p i r i c a l  s u p p o r t  

a s  a n e c e s s a r y  and  d e s i r e d  g o a l  o f  human r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  i n  m a r r i a g e .  The key  c o m p o n e n t s  o f  i n t i m a c y  

a r e  c o n f l i c t  r e s o l u t i o n  a b i l i t y ,  a f f e c t i o n ,  c o h e s i o n ,
' ' ' ' "V- ; ' .

s e x u a l i t y ,  i d e n t i t y ,  c o m p a t i b i l i t y ,  e x p r e s s i v e n e s s ,  and 

a u t o n o m y .

I n t i m a c y  i n  r e m a r r i a g e  h a s  n o t  b e e n  s t u d i e d .  S t u d i e s  

c o m p a r i n g  f i r s t  m a r r i a g e  a n d  r e m a r r i a g e  on  m a r i t a l
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s a t i s f a c t i o n  a nd  m a r i t a l  a d j u s t m e n t  s u g g e s t  t h a t  i n t i m a c y  

may be g r e a t e r  i n  f i r s t  m a r r i a g e s .  R e m a r r i a g e s  h a v e  

b e e n  f o u n d  t o  be  l e s s  homogamous  t h a n  f i r s t  m a r r i a g e s  i n  

t e r m s  o f  s p o u s e s '  a g e s ,  e d u c a t i o n  and  r e l i g i o n .  C h i l d r e n  

f r o m  a p r e v i o u s  m a r r i a g e  a nd  e m o t i o n a l  a t t a c h m e n t  t o  a n  

e x - s p o u s e  may a l s o  c a u s e  p r o b l e m s  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  

i n t i m a c y  i n  r e m a r r i a g e .  R e s e a r c h  on  s u c h  s t r e s s o r s  

a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  r e m a r r i a g e  a s  " g h o s t s "  f r o m  t h e  p r e v i o u s  

r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  l e f t o v e r  e m o t i o n a l  p r o b l e m s ,  s t e p c h i l d r e n ,  

s h o r t  c o u r t s h i p s  and  h o n e y m o o n s  and s e p a r a t e  bank  

a c c o u n t s ,  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  i n t i m a c y  may be more  d i f f i c u l t  t o  

a c h i e v e  i n  a r e m a r r i a g e  c o m p a r e d  t o  a f i r s t  m a r r i a g e .  The 

a c h i e v e m e n t  o f  a l e v e l  o f  i n t i m a c y  i n  r e m a r r i a g e  

c o m p a r a b l e  t o  t h e  l e v e l  o f  i n t i m a c y  i n  a f i r s t  m a r r i a g e  

p r o b a b l y  t a k e s  two t o  f i v e  y e a r s  ( M e s s i n g e r ,  1 9 8 4 ) .

B a s e d  on  t h e  r e v i e w  o f  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

h y p o t h e s i s  w e r e  d e r i v e d :

1.  F i r s t  m a r r i e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  w i l l  r e p o r t  g r e a t e r  

m a r i t a l  i n t i m a c y  t h a n  r e m a r r i e d  i n d i v i d u a l s .

2 .  F i r s t  m a r r i e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  w i l l  r e p o r t  g r e a t e r  

c o n f l i c t  r e s o l u t i o n  i n t i m a c y  t h a n  r e m a r r i e d  

i n d i v i d u a l s .

3 .  F i r s t  m a r r i e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  w i l l  r e p o r t  g r e a t e r  

c o h e s i o n  t h a n  r e m a r r i e d  i n d i v i d u a l s .

4 .  R e m a r r i e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  w i l l  r e p o r t  g r e a t e r  s e x u a l  

i n t i m a c y  t h a n  f i r s t  m a r r i e d  i n d i v i d u a l s .
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5 .  Among r e m a r r i e d  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  t h o s e  who h a v e  b e e n  

m a r r i e d  f i v e  y e a r s  w i l l  r e p o r t  g r e a t e r  m a r i t a l  

i n t i m a c y  t h a n  t h o s e  m a r r i e d  one  y e a r .
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METHOD

T h i s  s e c t i o n  w i l l  d e s c r i b e  th 4  s a m p l e , t h e  d a t a  

c o l l e c t i o n  p r o c e d u r e ,  and th e  s t a t i s t i c a l  a n a l y s e s .

P r o c e d u r e

The names  o f  a l l  p e o p l e  who h a d  b e e n  m a r r i e d  i n  

G a l l a t i n  C o u n t y ,  M on t a n a  f o r  o n e  y e a r  a n d  f i v e  y e a r s , w e r e  

s e c u r e d  f r o m  t h e  G a l l a t i n  Co u n t y  m a r r i a g e  l i c e n s e  r e c o r d s .  

C o u p l e s  w e r e  r a n d o m l y  s e l e c t e d  f r o m  t h e  r e c o r d s  and  

t e l e p h o n e d  t o  s e e  i f  t h e y  w o u ld  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  s t u d y  

u n t i l  a s a m p l e  o f  40 f i r s t  m a r r i e d  c o u p l e s  ( b o t h  s p o u s e s  

i n  t h e i r  f i r s t  m a r r i a g e )  and  40 r e m a r r i e d  c o u p l e s  ( o n e  or  

b o t h  s p o u s e s  m a r r i e d  one  t i m e  p r e v i o u s l y )  w as  o b t a i n e d .  

H a l f  (N=20)  o f  t h e  f i r s t  m a r r i e d  a nd  r e m a r r i e d  c o u p l e  

g r o u p s  had  b e e n  m a r r i e d  o n e  y e a r ;  t h e  o t h e r  h a l f  ( N=20) o f  

t h e  f i r s t  m a r r i e d  and  r e m a r r i e d  c o u p l e  g r o u p s  h ad  b e e n  

m a r r i e d  f i v e  y e a r s .

As an  i n c e n t i v e  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e ,  r e s p o n d e n t s  w e r e  

o f f e r e d  a summary o f  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  s t u d y . .  C o u p l e s  

i n  w h i c h  a  s p o u s e  h a d  b e e n  p r e v i o u s l y  m a r r i e d  mor e  t h a n  

o n c e  w e r e  e l i m i n a t e d  f r o m  t h e  s a m p l e .

Of t h e  8.7 c o u p l e s  c o n t a c t e d ,  o n l y  s e v e n  c o u p l e s  

d e c l i n e d  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  s t u d y .  F o u r  o f  t h e  s e v e n  

c o u p l e s  h a d  r e c e n t l y  d i v o r c e d  a nd  t h e  o t h e r  t h r e e  h ad  

p e r s o n a l  r e a s o n s  f o r  n o t  w a n t i n g  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e .  L o c a l
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t e l e p h o n e  company o f f i c i a l s  w e r e  n o t  a b l e  t o  g i v e  e x a c t  

f i g u r e s ,  b u t  s t a t e d  t h e  s a m p l e  a r e a  was  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  

t h e  g e n e r a l  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  

p e o p l e  w i t h o u t  a t e l e p h o n e  a nd  o f  p e o p l e  w i t h  u n l i s t e d  

t e l e p h o n e  n u m b e r s .  T h e s e  f i g u r e s  wehe n o t  / a v a i l a b l e  

h o w e v e r .

A f t e r  t h e  i n i t i a l  t e l e p h o n e  c o n t a c t , e a c h  p a r t i c i p a n t  

w as  m a i l e d ,  a q u e s t i o n n a i r e  p a c k e t  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  a c o v e r  

l e t t e r  t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  r e s e a r c h  i n  mor e  d e t a i l ,  a 

d e m o g r a p h i c  q u e s t i o n n a i r e ,  a nd  t h e  W a r i n g  I n t i m a c y  

Q u e s t i o n n a i r e  ( W a r i n g ,  1 9 8 4 ) .  The d e m o g r a p h i c  

q u e s t i o n n a i r e  r e q u e s t e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  r e s p o n d e n t ' s  a g e ,  

g e n d e r , n umber  o f  c h i l d r e n  l i v i n g  a t  h o me , l e n g t h  o f  t i m e  

m a r r i e d ,  l e n g t h  o f  t i m e  b e t w e e n  d i v o r c e  and  r e m a r r i a g e ,  

r e l i g i o u s  p r e f e r e n c e ,  e d u c a t i o n a l  l e v e l , i n c o m e , e t c .

The i n i t i a l  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  r e t u r n  r a t e  was  65$ (104  o f  

t h e  160 p a c k e t s  m a i l e d ) .  F o l l o w - u p  t e l e p h o n e  c a l l s  two 

w e e k s  l a t e r  t o  t h o s e  who h a d  n o t  r e s p o n d e d  r e s u l t e d  i n  , 21 

more  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  b e i n g  r e t u r n e d .  A s e c o n d  m a i l i n g  o f  

t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  t o  t h e  35 n o n - r e s p o n d i n g  i n d i v i d u a l s  

r e s u l t e d  i n  9 more  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  b e i n g  r e t u r n e d .  One 

h u n d r e d  a nd  t h i r t y  f o u r  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  w e r e  r e t u r n e d  f o r  

an  84$ r e t u r n  r a t e .  Of t h e s e  134 i n d i v i d u a l s ,  50$ 1 we re  

r e m a r r i e d s  ( N=67) a nd  50$ f i r s t  m a r r i e d s  ( N = 6 7 ) •
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The s a m p l e  c o n s i s t e d  o f  67 f i r s t  m a r r i e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  

(33 m a l e s  and  34 f e m a l e s ) a nd  67 r e m a r r i e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  (30 

m a l e s  and  37 f e m a l e s ) .  The' mean a g e  o f  a l l  r e s p o n d e n t s  

was  2 9 . 3 1  y e a r s  ( S . D. = 6 . 4 5 ) .  The mean a g e  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  

m a r r i e d  m a l e s  was  2 7 . 4 8  y e a r s  ( S . D. = 3 . 7 ) .  The mean ag e

f o r  f i r s t  m a r r i e d  f e m a l e s  was  2 5 . 1 8  ( S . D. = 4 . 4 6 ) . The mean1
ag e  f o r  t h e  r e m a r r i e d  m a l e s  was  3 3 - 6 3  y e a r s  ( S . D .  = 6 . 2 8 )  . 

The mean a g e  f o r  t h e  r e m a r r i e d  f e m a l e s  was  3 1 . 2 4  y e a r s  

( S . D .  = 7 . 2 8 ) .  The mean a g e  f o r  a l l  r e m a r r i e d s  was 

3 2 . 4 4  y e a r s  ( S . D .  ■ = 6 . 7 8 ) w h i c h  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  o l d e r  

t h a n  t h e  mean a g e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  m a r r i e d s  w h i c h  was  2 6 . 3 3  

y e a r s  ( S . D .  = 4 . 0 8 )  ( t  = 6 . 2 5  p < . 0 1 ) .  The a g e  

d i f f e r e n t i a l  b e t w e e n  s p o u s e s  was  n o t  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  h i g h e r  

f o r  r e m a r r i e d s  ( 2 . 3 9  y e a r s ) t h a n  f o r  f i r s t  m a r r i e d s  ( 2 . 3  

y e a r s ) .  T h i s  f i n d i n g  i s  c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  f i n d i n g s  o f  Dean 

a nd  G u r a k  ( 1978)  w h i c h  showed  t h a t  t h e  a g e  d i f f e r e n t i a l  

was  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  g r e a t e r  i n  r e m a r r i a g e s  c o m p a r e d  t o  f i r s t  

m a r r i a g e s .

F o r  t h e  f i r s t  m a r r i e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h e  mean  number  o f  

y e a r s  m a r r i e d  was  3 . 2 5  y e a r s  ( S . D .  = 2 7 . 4 6  m o n t h s ) .  F o r  

t h e  r e m a r r i e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h e  mean  y e a r s  m a r r i e d  was  3 . 5 0  

y e a r s  ( S . D .  = 2 8 . 0 4  m o n t h s ) .  S a m p l i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  a c c o u n t  

f o r  t h e  s i m i l a r i t y  i n  number  o f  y e a r s  m a r r i e d  s i n c e  o n l y  

c o u p l e s  m a r r i e d  o r  r e m a r r i e d  f o r  one  o r  f i v e  y e a r s  w e r e  

r e c r u i t e d  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  s a m p l e .

Sampl  e
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The number  o f  c h i l d r e n  v a r i e d  by t y p e  o f  m a r r i a g e .  

The f i r s t  m a r r i e d  c o u p l e s  h a d  a n  a v e r a g e  o f  T c h i l d  p e r

c o u p l e .  R e m a r r i e d  c o u p l e s  (N=26)  h a d  a n  a v e r a g e  o f  one

c h i l d  f r o m  t h e i r  f i r s t  m a r r i a g e ,  a nd  one  c h i l d  f r o m  t h e i r  

s e c o n d  m a r r i a g e  f o r  a t o t a l  o f  two c h i l d r e n  p e r  c o u p l e .

The e d u c a t i o n  l e v e l  o f  t h e  s a m p l e  r a n g e d  f r om  h i g h  

s c h o o l  d r o p o u t s  t o  P h . D ' s .  High  s c h o o l  g r a d u a t e s  c o m p r i s e d  

23.1% o f  t h e  s a m p l e ;  p e o p l e  w i t h  some c o l l e g e  c o m p r i s e d  

43.3% o f  t h e  s a m p l e  and  c o l l e g e  g r a d u a t e s  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  

19»4%. The r e m a i n d e r  o f  t h e  s a m p l e  h a d  e i t h e r  d r o p p e d - o u t  

o f  h i g h  s c h o o l  (1.558)  o r  h ad  a d v a n c e d  g r a d u a t e  d e g r e e s  

(12.756)  • The r e m a r r i e d  g r o u p  was  n o t  s i g n i f i c a n t l y

d i f f e r e n t  t h a n  t h e  f i r s t  m a r r i e d  g r o u p  i n  t e r m s  o f  

e d u c a t i o n .

The i n c o m e  l e v e l s  i n  t h e  s a m p l e  v a r i e d  w i d e l y ,  

r a n g i n g  f r o m  b e lo w $ 5 , 0 0 0  t o  o v e r  $ 4 0 , 0 0 0 .  I n d i v i d u a l s

w i t h  i n c o m e  o f  l e s s  t h a n  $ 1 5 , 0 0 0  c o m p r i s e d  35% o f  t h e

s a m p l e ;  i n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h  i n c o m e s  o f  $ 1 5 , 0 0 0  t o  $ 3 0 , 0 0 0  

c o m p r i s e d  25.4% o f  t h e  s a m p l e ;  and  i n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h  

i n c o m e s  o v e r  $ 3 0 , 0 0 0  made up t h e  r e m a i n i n g  39 .6% o f  t h e  

s a m p l e .  The r e m a r r i e d  g r o u p  h a d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  h i g h e r  

i n c o m e  l e v e l s  t h a n  t h e  f i r s t  m a r r i e d  g r o u p  ( t  = 1 7 . 1 4 ,  

p < . 0 1 ) .  T h i s  was  e x p e c t e d  b e c a u s e  t h e  r e m a r r i e d  g r o u p  

was  o l d e r  a nd  a g e  i s  u s u a l l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  h i g h e r

i n c o m e .
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C a t h o l i c s  r e p r e s e n t e d  15% o f  t h e  s a m p l e ,  67*7% o f  t h e  

s a m p l e  a r e  P r o t e s t a n t  and  2 4 . 3 $  o f  t h e  s a m p l e  e i t h e r  d i d  

n o t  h a v e  a r e l i g i o u s  p r e f e r e n c e  o r  c l a s s i f i e d  t h e m s e l v e s  

i n  a  v a r i e t y  o f  s m a l l e r  r e l i g i o u s  s e c t s .

The s a m p l e  was d ra w n  f r o m  G a l l a t i n  C o u n t y ,  M o n t a n a . 

A c c o r d i n g l y ,  18.8% o f  t h e  s a m p l e  came f ro m  c o m m u n i t i e s  

w i t h  a  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  l e s s  t h a n  5 ,0 0 0  and  18 ,1  % o f  t h e  

s a m p l e  came f ro m  c o m m u n i t i e s  w i t h  a  p o p u l a t i o n  b e t w e e n  

5 , 0 0 0  and 2 0 , 0 0 0 .  The r e m a i n i n g  6 3 . 1 $  o f  t h e  s a m p l e  came 

f rom  c o m m u n i t i e s  w i t h  a  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  o v e r  2 0 , 0 0 0 .

The l i m i t e d  s a m p l i n g  a r e a  may a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e

i n c l u s i o n  o f  o n l y  two r a c e s  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y .  

C a u c a s i a n s  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  9 8 . 5 $  o f  t h e  s a m p l e  and  A m e r i c a n  

I n d i a n s  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  t h e  o t h e r  1 . 5 $  o f  t h e  s a m p l e .  The 

r a c i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  i s  n o t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  w h i c h ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  B l a c k s  c o m p r i s e  

11$ o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  ( S o w e l l ,  1 9 8 1 ) .  B l a c k s  a r e  n o t  

r e p r e s e n t e d  a t  a l l  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y .

I n s t r u m e n t s

A t e n - i t e m  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  was  c o n s t r u c t e d  t o  g a t h e r  

d e m o g r a p h i c  d a t a  ( A p p e n d i x  A ) .  T h i s  was done  t o

d e t e r m i n e  e a c h  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  a g e , r e l i g i o n ,  g e n d e r ,  l e n g t h  

o f  t i m e  m a r r i e d , e d u c a t i o n ,  r a c e ,  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  home to w n ,  

and  t h e  num ber  o f  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  f a m i l y .
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M a r i t a l  i n t i m a c y  was m e a s u r e d  by t h e  W a r i n g  I n t i m a c y  

Q u e s t i o n a i r e  (WIQ) ( A p p e n d i x  B) . The WIQ i s  a s e l f -  

r e p o r t  m e a s u r e  o f  m a r i t a l  i n t i m a c y .  The WIQ was c h o s e n  

b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  h i g h  i n t e r n a l  c o n s i s t e n c y  r e l i a b i l i t y  ( r  

= .89  f o r  m a l e s ;  £  = .86  f o r  f e m a l e s )  and  v a l i d i t y .  I n  

an  i t e m  a n a l y s i s  e a c h  o f  t h e  80 i n t i m a c y  i t e m s  c o r r e l a t e s  

w i t h  t h e  t o t a l  i n t i m a c y  s c o r e  a t  t h e  .4 0  l e v e l  o r  b e t t e r .  

The WIQ p r o v i d e s  a  t o t a l  i n t i m a c y  s c o r e  and  c o n t a i n s  e i g h t  

s u b s c a l e s  o f  10 i t e m s  e a c h :  t h e s e  s u b s c a l e s  m e a s u r e  

c o n f l i c t  r e s o l u t i o n ,  a f f e c t i o n ,  c o h e s i o n ,  s e x u a l i t y ,  

i d e n t i t y ,  c o m p a t i b i l i t y ,  a u t o n o m y ,  and  e x p r e s s i v e n e s s ;  

Ten a d d i t i o n a l  i t e m s  m e a s u r e  s o c i a l  d e s i r a b i l i t y .  I n  

t o t a l ,  t h e r e  a r e  90 t r u e / f a l s e  t e s t  i t e m s .

The e i g h t  i n t i m a c y  s u b s c a i e s  a l l o w  f o r  a  m e a s u r e m e n t  

o f  m a r i t a l  i n t i m a c y  q u a l i t y  ( i . e .  k i n d s  o f  i n t i m a c y ) ,  

w h i l e  t h e  t o t a l  i n t i m a c y  s c o r e  s e r v e s  a s  a  q u a n t i t a t i v e  

m e a s u r e  o f  t h e  t o t a l  am ount  o f  i n t i m a c y  ( W a r i n g ,  1 9 8 4 ) .  

The s c o r e s  on  e a c h  o f  t h e  WIQ s u b s c a l e s  a l l o w  c o m p a r i s o n s  

o f  i n t i m a c y  q u a l i t y  b e t w e e n  f i r s t  m a r r i a g e s  1 an d  

r e m a r r i a g e s .  The t o t a l  i n t i m a c y  s c o r e s  f o r  f i r s t  m a r r i e d s  

an d  r e m a r r i e d s  a l l o w  a c o m p a r i s o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  two g r o u p s  

on i n t i m a c y  q u a n t i t y .

Once a  t o t a l  i n t i m a c y  s c o r e  i s  o b t a i n e d ,  t h e  s o c i a l  

d e s i r a b i l i t y  s c o r e  i s  s u b t r a c t e d  t o  g i v e  a  r e v i s e d  t o t a l  

i n t i m a c y  s c o r e .  Each  o f  t h e  i n t i m a c y  s u b s c a l e s  and  t h e  

s o c i a l  d e s i r a b i l i t y  s u b s c a l ' e  h a v e  a  s c o r i n g  r a n g e  o f  0 t o
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10 .  The WIQ t o t a l  i n t i m a c y  s c o r e  r a n g e s  f r o m  0 t o  40

( o n l y  one  h a l f  o f  t h e  t e s t  i t e m s  a r e  u t i l i z e d  i n  

c a l c u l a t i n g  t h e  t o t a l  i n t i m a c y  s c o r e ) .  The o t h e r  h a l f  o f  

t h e  t e s t  i t e m s  a r e  i n c l u d e d  t o  make t h e  number  o f  

q u e s t i o n s  i n  e a c h  o f  t h e  s u b s c a l e s  l a r g e  e n o u g h  t o  a l l o w  

f o r  s t a t i s t i c a l  a n a l y s i s  ( W a r i n g ,  1 9 3 4 ) .
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RESULTS

P r e l i m i n a r y  A n a l y s i s

I n  t h e  r e v i e w  o f  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  on i n t i m a c y , f o u r  

v a r i a b l e s  w e r e  f o u n d  t h a t  may e f f e c t  i n t i m a c y  i n  

m a r r i a g e : a g e , i n c o m e ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  and  n um ber  o f  c h i l d r e n .

I t  was  o r i g n a l l y  p l a n n e d  t o  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  c o n t r o l  f o r  t h e  

e f f e c t  o f  t h e s e  v a r i a b l e s  on  m a r i t a l  i n t i m a c y  by U s i n g  a n  

a n a l y s i s  o f  c o v a r i a n c e  p r o c e d u r e  w i t h  a g e , i n c o m e , 

e d u c a t i o n  an d  n um ber  o f  c h i l d r e n  s e r v i n g  a s  c o v a r i a t e s .  

Upon i n i t i a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t n e  d a t a ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h i s  

p r o c e d u r e  was n o t  f o u n d  t o  be n e c e s s a r y  a s  n o n e  o f  t h e s e  

f o u r  v a r i a b l e s  w e r e  f o u n d  t o  be s i g n i f i c a n t l y  c o r r e l a t e d  

w i t h  t h e  t o t a l  i n t i m a c y  s c o r e .  The c o r r e l a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  

t h e s e  v a r i a b l e s  an d  t h e  t o t a l  i n t i m a c y  s c o r e  f o r  b o t h  

f i r s t  m a r r i e d s  and  r e m a r r i e d s  w e r e  a s  f o l l o w s :  i n c o m e ,  £  = 

. 0 0 ,  num ber  o f  c h i l d r e n ,  £  = . 0 4 ,  e d u c a t i o n  l e v e l ,  £  =

. 0 5 ,  a n d  a g e ,  £  = . 1 0 .  I n s t e a d  o f  u t i l i z i n g  a n

a n a l y s i s  o f  c o v a r i a n c e  p r o c e d u r e ,  tw o-w ay  ( m a r i t a l  t y p e  by 

g e n d e r )  a n a l y s i s  o f  v a r i a n c e  w e r e  u s e d  t o  t e s t  e a c h  

h y p o t h e s i s .

Main A n a l y s e s

Each  o f  t h e  h y p o t h e s i s  w e r e  t e s t e d  u t i l i z i n g  a two-way 

a n a l y s i s  o f  v a r i a n c e . The f i n d i n g s  a r e  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h i s

s e c t i o n
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The f i r s t  h y p o t h e s i s  s t a t e d  t h a t  f i r s t  m a r r i e d  

i n d i v i d u a l s  w i l l  r e p o r t  g r e a t e r  m a r i t a l  i n t i m a c y  t h a n  

r e m a r r i e d  i n d i v i d u a l s .  . T h i s  h y p o t h e s i s  was  t e s t e d  by 

c o m p a r i n g  t h e  t o t a l  WIQ i n t i m a c y  s c o r e s  f o r  f i r s t  m a r r i e d  

and  r e m a r r i e d  i n d i v i d u a l s .  The tw o-w ay  a n a l y s e s  o f  

v a r i a n c e  r e v e a l e d  no s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  

two g r o u p s  ( s e e  T a b l e  I ) .  The h y p o t h e s i s  was  n o t  

s u p p o r t e d .

The s e c o n d  h y p o t h e s i s  was  t h a t  c o n f l i c t  r e s o l u t i o n  

s c o r e s  w o u ld  be h i g h e r  f o r  f i r s t  m a r r i e d s .  C o n f l i c t

r e s o l u t i o n  m e an s  c o u p l e s  a r e  e f f e c t i v e l y  a b l e  t o  ' r e s o l v e  

t h e i r  p r o b l e m s .  C o n f l i c t  r e s o l u t i o n  i n t i m a c y  f o r  f i r s t  

m a r r i e d  an d  r e m a r r i e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  was  a s s e s s e d  by t h e  WIQ 

c o n f l i c t  r e s o l u t i o n  s u b s c a l e .  As h y p o t h e s i z e d ,  f i r s t  

m a r r i e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  r e p o r t e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  h i g h e r  c o n f l i c t  

r e s o l u t i o n  i n t i m a c y  s c o r e s  t h a n  r e m a r r i e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  ( s e e  

T a b l e  I ) .

The t h i r d  h y p o t h e s i s  was  t h a t  f i r s t  m a r r i e d s  w o u ld  

r e p o r t  m ore  m a r i t a l  c o h e s i o n  t h a n  r e m a r r i e d s .  The a n a l y s i s  

o f  v a r i a n c e  f a i l e d  t o  r e v e a l  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  

b e t w e e n  t h e  two g r o u p s  o n  t h e  WIQ c o h e s i o n  s u b s c a l e  ( s e e  

T a b l e  I ) .  H e n c e , t h e  h y p o t h e s i s  was  n o t  s u p p o r t e d .

The f o u r t h  h y p o t h e s i s  w as  t h a , t  s e x u a l  i n t i m a c y  w o u ld  

be g r e a t e r  among r e m a r r i e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a n  f i r s t  m a r r i e d  

i n d i v i d u a l s .  H o w ev e r ,  a n  a n a l y s i s  o f  v a r i a n c e  f a i l e d  t o
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r e v e a l  a s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  a n d  t h e  h y p o t h e s i s  w as  n o t  

s u p p o r t e d .

The d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  s c o r e s  f o r  f i r s t  m a r r i e d s  and  

r e m a r r i e d s  o n  t h e  o t h e r  HIQ s u b s c a l e s  w e r e  a l s o  t e s t e d  by 

a n a l y s e s  o f  v a r i a n c e .  No s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  w e re  

f o u n d  ( s e e  T a b l e  I ) .  T h e r e  w as  one  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  

i n  i n t i m a c y  When c o m p a r i n g  m a l e s  and  f e m a l e s .  F e m a l e s  

r e p o r t e d  a s i g n i f i c a n t l y  h i g h e r  l e v e l  o f  i n t i m a c y  a s  a 

r e s u l t  o f  e x p r e s s i v e n e s s  o r  s e l f - d i s c l o s u r e  i n  m a r r i a g e .  

T h e r e  w e r e  no s i g n i f i c a n t  i n t e r a c t i o n s  b e t w e e n  g e n d e r  a n d  

m a r i t a l  s t a t u s  on  t h e  HIQ s u b s c a l e  o r  t o t a l  i n t i m a c y  

s c o r e s .

The l a s t  h y p o t h e s i s  d e a l t  e x c l u s i v e l y  w i t h  r e m a r r i e d  

i n d i v i d u a l s .  I t  w as  h y p o t h e s i z e d  t h a t  t h e  t o t a l  i n t i m a c y  

s c o r e s  w o u ld  be h i g h e r  among t h o s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  r e m a r r i e d  

f o r  f i v e  y e a r s  c o m p a r e d  t o  t h o s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  r e m a r r i e d  

f o r  one y e a r .  H o w e v e r , an a n a l y s i s  o f  v a r i a n c e  r e v e a l e d  

no s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  g r o u p s  o n  t h e  t o t a l  

i n t i m a c y  s c o r e  o r  any  s u b s c a l e  s c o r e s  ( s e e  T a b l e  2 ) .  

A g a i n ,  f e m a l e s  r e p o r t e d  a s i g n i f i c a n t l y  h i g h e r  l e v e l  o f  

e x p r e s s i v e  i n t i m a c y  t h a n  m a l e s .  T h e r e  w e r e  no s i g n i f i c a n t  

i n t e r a c t i o n s  o f  g e n d e r  and  l e n g t h  o f  t i m e  m a r r i e d .

A s i g n i f i c a n t  f i n d i n g  o f  t h i s  s t u d y , n o t  r e l a t e d  t o  

t h e  s t a t e d  h y p o t h e s e s  c o n c e r n s  a  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  f i r s t  

m a r r i e d s  and  r e m a r r i e d s  i n  i n t i m a c y  l e v e l s  o v e r  t i m e .  

W h e r e a s  i n  t h e  r e m a r r i e d  s a m p l e  t h e r e  was  no s i g n i f i c a n t
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d i f f e r e n c e  i n  i n t i m a c y  o v e r  t i m e ,  t h i s  w as  n o t  t r u e  f o r  

f i r s t  m a r r i e d s . A tw o-w ay  a n a l y s i s  o f  v a r i a n c e  r e v e a l e d  

t h a t  among f i r s t  m a r r i e d  p e r s o n s ,  t h o s e  who h a d  b e e n  

m a r r i e d  f o r  one  y e a r  h a d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  h i g h e r  t o t a l  

i n t i m a c y  s c o r e s  t h a n  p e o p l e  m a r r i e d  f i v e  y e a r s .  A l l  

i n t i m a c y  s u b s c a l e  s c o r e s  w e r e  h i g h e r , f o r  f i r s t  m a r r i e d s  

who h a d  b e e n  m a r r i e d  o n e  y e a r  c o m p a r e d  t o  f i v e  y e a r s .  

F o u r  o f  t h e  i n t i m a c y  s u b s c a l e  s c o r e s  w e r e  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  

h i g h e r  f o r  t h o s e  m a r r i e d  o n e  y e a r .



TABLE I

Mean 1 Scores on the  Waring Intimacy Q uest ionna ire  (WIQ), by M ar i ta l  Types and Gender and
Two-way Analysis  of  Variance R esu l t s

E f f e c t s  of

(WIQ) Scores

F i r s t  Marrieds 
Male Female 

(N=34) (N=33)

Remarrieds 
Male Female 

(N=37) (N=30)

E f f e c t s  of 
Gender 

- F  P

Type of  
Marriage 
F P

I n t e r a c t i o n  
F P

Tota l  Intimacy Score 24.63 24.76 24.20 24.73 .21 .65 .11 .75 .08 Co

Subscales

C onf l ic t  R eso lu t ion 7.09 7 .08 6.56 5.97 .56 .46 4.24 .04« .55 .46

A ffec t ion 7.57 7.94 8.03 8.00 .43 .51 1.05 .31 .63 .43

Cohesion 7.57 7 .32 : 7.53 7.46 .37 .55 .03 .11 .74

Sex. 6.18 6.03 6.27 5.81 .65 .42 .03 .8 6 .16 .69

I d e n t i t y 7-52 6.56 7.27 7.08 2.41 .12 .14 .71 1.10 .30

C ompat ib i l i ty 7.02 . 7 >00 7.13 6.68 .34 .56 .09 .76 ,44 .51

Autonomy 7.85 7.7-7 7.20 7-54 .61 .44 3.32 .07 .14 -Tl

Express iveness 6.55 8.03 6.73 7.73 18.69 .00« .04 .85 .72 .40

1 Scores have been rounded t o  the  n e a r e s t  hundredth.
2 d f  sex = I , m a r i t a l  type = I ,  i n t e r a c t i o n  = I , e r r o r  = 130
s S t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  a t  the  .05 l e v e l  o r  l e s s .

v



TABLE 2

Remarrieds ' Mean 1 Scores on the  Waring In timacy Quest ionna ire  (WIQ) by Number of  Years 
Married and Gender and Two-way Analysis  o f  Variance R esu l t s  2

(WIQ) Scores

One Year 
Male Female 

( N = 1 3 )  ( N = I T )

Five Years 
Male Female 

(N=IT) ( N=20)

E f f e c t s  of
E f f e c t s  of Length of

Gender Marriage I n t e r a c t i o n  
F P F P F P

Total  Intimacy Score 24.62 24.71 23.88 24.75 .25 .62 _ .13 .72 .16 .69

Subscales

C onf l ic t  R eso lu t ion 6.38 5.65 6.71 6.25 1.29 • 30 .65 .42 .26 .81

A ffec t ion 8 . OT 8.00 8.00 8.00 .01 .90 .01 .90 .01 • 90

Cohesion 7.92 7.59 7.24 7.35 .07 .79 1.33 .25 .31 .58

Sex 5.T7 6.06 6.65 5.60 .49 .49 .15 .70 1.53 .22

I d e n t i t y 7.07 7.12 7.41 7.05 .09 •76 .07 .80 .15 .70

Compat ib i l i ty 7.69 7.00 6.71 6.40 .82 .37 2.07 .16 .12 •73

Autonomy 7.00 7 .29 7.35 7.75 .63 .43 .86 .36 .01 .91

Express iveness 7.15 7.76 6.41 7.70 4.97 .03* .90 .35 .63 .43

I Scores have been rounded t o  the n e a r e s t hundredth .
2 df  sex = I , m a r i t a l  type = I j i n t e r a c t i o n  = I , e r r o r  = 63
e S t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  a t  the  .05 l e v e l  or l e s s .

u>-p>
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DISCUSSION

T h i s  s e c t i o n  w i l l  p r o v i d e  a  summary o f  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  

t h e  s t u d y  an d  p o s s i b l e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  r e s u l t s .  

T h e r e  i s  a l s o  a  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  

s t u d y  an d  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  f o r  f u r t h e r  r e s e a r c h .

The f i r s t  h y p o t h e s i s ,  t h a t  f i r s t  m a r r i e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  

w i l l  h a v e  m ore  i n t i m a t e  m a r r i a g e s  t h a n  r e m a r r i e d  

i n d i v i d u a l s  was n o t  s u p p o r t e d .  T h e se  r e s u l t s  a r e  s i m i l a r  

t o  t h e  r e s u l t s  r e p o r t e d  by D e m a r i s  ( 1 9 8 4 )  a n d  Duberman  

( 1 9 7 5 )  who f o u n d  no s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  f i r s t  

m a r r i e d  and  r e m a r r i e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  on  a m e a s u r e  o f  m a r i t a l  

s a t i s f a c t i o n .  The s i m i l a r i t y  b e t w e e n  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  

a n d  t h e  s t u d i e s  on  m a r i t a l  s a t i s f a c t i o n  may be due  t o  t h e  

p o s i t i v e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  ( n  = . 4 0 )  b e t w e e n  i n t i m a c y  and 

m a r i t a l  s a t i s f a c t i o n  ( W a r i n g  e t  a l . ,  1 9 8 1 ) .  The r e s u l t s  

o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  s u p p o r t  o t h e r  s t u d i e s  w h i c h  s u g g e s t  

t h a t  t h e  m a r i t a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  . f i r s t  m a r r i e d  and  

r e m a r r i e d  c o u p l e s  a r e  n o t  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  d i f f e r e n t  

( D e m a r i s ,  1 9 8 4 ;  D u b e rm an ,  1 9 7 5 ;  F u r s t e n b e r g  & S p a n i e r , 

1 9 8 4 ) .  F u r s t e n b u r g  an d  S p a n i e r  ( 1 9 8 4 )  n o t e  t h a t  r e m a r r i e d  

p e o p l e  e n t e r  a s e c o n d  m a r r i a g e  w i t h  m ore  r e a l i s t i c  

e x p e c t a t i o n s  t h a n  f i r s t  m a r r i e d s .  T h e s e  r e a l i s t i c  

e x p e c t a t i o n s  may a i d  them s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i n  t h e  a d j u s t m e n t s  

t h e y  m u s t  make i n c l u d i n g  d e a l i n g  w i t h  a n  e x - s p o u s e  an d
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a d j u s t i n g  t o  s t e p c h i l d r e n .  F u t u r e  r e s e a r c h  s h o u l d  f o c u s  on 

t h e  f a c t o r s  t h a t  a i d  r e m a r r i e d s  i n  t h e s e  a d j u s t m e n t s .

As h y p o t h e s i z e d ,  f i r s t  m a r r i e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  r e p o r t e d  

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  h i g h e r  c o n f l i c t  r e s o l u t i o n  i n t i m a c y  t h a n  

r e m a r r i e d  i n d i v i d u a l s .  R e m a r r i e d  c o u p l e s  a r e  f a c e d  w i t h  

m ore  c h a l l e n g e s  o r  p r o b l e m s  t o  s o l v e  ( e . g .  " g h o s t s "  f r o m  a 

p r i o r  m a r r i a g e ,  b o u n d a r y  c h a n g e s ,  and  r o l e  t r a n s i t i o n s )  

t h a n  f i r s t  m a r r i e d  c o u p l e s .  T h i s  f i n d i n g  s u p p o r t s  V i s h e r  

an d  V i s h e r 1 s ( 1 979)  c l i n i c a l  o b s e r v a t i o n s  t h a t  

i n c o m p a t i b i l i t y  i n  a l r e a d y  e s t a b l i s h e d  m a r i t a l  p a t t e r n s ,  

m akes  p r o b l e m  s o l v i n g  more  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  r e m a r r i e d  

c o u p l e s .

I t  was  h y p o t h e s i z e d  t h a t  f i r s t  m a r r i e d  c o u p l e s  

c o mp a r e d  t o  r e m a r r i e d  c o u p l e s  w o u l d  r e p o r t  g r e a t e r  m a r i t a l  

c o h e s i o n .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e r e  was  no s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  

b e t w e e n  t h e  two g r o u p s  o n  t h e  c o h e s i o n  s u b s c a l e .  R ed uc e d  

amount  o f  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  e x - s p o u s e  may h e l p  i n  t h e  

b ou nd ar y  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  new c o u p l e  and t h e r e b y  b u i l d  

c o h e s i o n .  More r e s e a r c h  i s  w a r r a n t e d  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  e x - s p o u s e  i n  t h e  

c ommuni t y  and c o h e s i o n  i n  r e m a r r i a g e .

A n o t h e r  f a c t o r  t h a t  may h a v e  i n f l u e n c e d  t h i s  f i n d i n g  

i s  t h e  low number  o f  c h i l d r e n  i n  b o t h  t h e  f i r s t  m a r r i e d  

an d  r e m a r r i e d  s a m p l e s .  S t e p c h i l d r e n  a r e  s i g n i f i c a n t  

s t r e s s o r s  i n  a r e m a r r i a g e  ( C h e r l i n ,  1981) an d  c a u s e  t h e  

r e m a r r i e d  f a m i l y  b o u n d a r y  t o  be  more  p e r m e a b l e  a s  t h e y
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come and go i n  t h e  v i s i t a t i o n  p r o c e s s .  The low num ber  o r  

s t e p c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  r e m a r r i e d  f a m i l i e s  i n  t h i s  s a m p l e  may 

h a v e  m i n i m a l  n e g a t i v e  i n f l u e n c e  on  c o h e s i o n .

The f o u r t h  h y p o t h e s i s  s t a t e d  t h a t  r e m a r r i e d  p e r s o n s  

w o u l d  r e p o r t  g r e a t e r  s e x u a l  i n t i m a c y  t h a n  f i r s t  m a r r i e d  

p e r s o n s .  T h i s  h y p o t h e s i s  was  n o t  s u p p o r t e d .  L a n d i s  and  

L a n d i s  ( 1 9 6 8 )  s u g g e s t  t h a t  s e x u a l  a d j u s t m e n t  i n  m a r r i a g e  

g e n e r a l l y  t a k e s  o n l y  a few d a y s  t o  s e v e r a l  w e e k s . The 

s a m p l e  o f  r e m a r r i e d s  an d  f i r s t  m a r r i e d s  h a d  a l l  b e e n  

m a r r i e d  much l o n g e r  t h a n  t h a t  ( a t  l e a s t  one  y e a r ) . F u t u r e  

r e s e a r c h  c o u l d  f o c u s  on  t h e  e a r l y  w e e k s  an d  m o n t h s  o f  

m a r r i a g e  i n  o r d e r  t o  d e t e r m i n e  i f  r e m a r r i e d  c o u p l e s  

s e x u a l l y  a d j u s t  f a s t e r  t h a n  f i r s t  m a r r i e d s .

The f i n a l  h y p o t h e s i s  d e a l t  w i t h  c h a n g e s  i n  i n t i m a c y  

among r e m a r r i e d  p e r s o n s .  I t  w as  h y p o t h e s i z e d  t h a t  p e o p l e  

r e m a r r i e d  f i v e  y e a r s  w o u ld  h a v e  h i g h e r  t o t a l  i n t i m a c y

s c o r e s  t h a n  p e o p l e  r e m a r r i e d  j u s t  o n e  y e a r .  The

h y p o t h e s i s  was  n o t  s u p p o r t e d .  I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  r e m a r r i e d

d e v e l o p  m a r i t a l  i n t i m a c y  q u i t e  q u i c k l y 1 an d  do n o t  

e x p e r i e n c e  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n c r e a s e  i n  i n t i m a c y  o v e r  t i m e .  

T h i s  may be p a r t i a l l y  due  t o  S c h l e s i n g e r ' s  ( 1 9 6 8 )  f i n d i n g  

t h a t  r e m a r r i e d  s p o u s e s  h a v e  m o re  r e a l i s t i c  e x p e c t a t i o n s  o f  

m a r r i a g e  t h a n  f i r s t  m a r r i e d s  w h i c h  m a k e s  m a r i t a l

a d j u s t m e n t  e a s i e r  and  may a l s o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  r a p i d  

d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  i n t i m a c y .  T h e s e  r e s u l t s  c o n t r a d i c t  

M e s s i n g e r 1s ( 1 9 8 4 )  b e l i e f  t h a t  i t  t a k e s  two t o  f i v e  y e a r s
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f o r  r e m a r r i e d s  t o  s t a b i l i z e  ■ t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  

L o n g i t u d i n a l  r e s e a r c h  i s  n e e d e d  t o  d e t e r m i n e  i f  m a r i t a l  

s a t i s f a c t i o n ,  l i k e  i n t i m a c y  i n  r e m a r r i a g e  r e m a i n s  a t  a b o u t  

t h e  same l e v e l  f ro m t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  t o  t h e  f i f t h  y e a r  o f  

r e m a r r i a g e .

Im P l i c a  t i o n s

The ma j or  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  

s t u d y  a p p l y  p r i m a r i l y  t o  t h e  f i e l d s  o f  m a r r i a g e  t h e r a p y  

and m a r r i a g e  e n r i c h m e n t .  F i r s t  m a r r i e d s  and r e m a r r i e d s  

a p p e a r  t o  be v e r y  much a l i k e  i n  t e r m s  o f  m a r i t a l  i n t i m a c y  

w i t h  t h e  o n l y  d i f f e r e n c e  b e i n g  t h a t  f i r s t  m a r r i e d s  a p p e a r  

t o  r e s o l v e  c o n f l i c t s  i n  s u c h  a way t h a t  t h e y  e x p e r i e n c e  

more  i n t i m a c y  t h a n  r e m a r r i e d s . A l t e r n a t i v e l y ,  r e m a r r i e d s
I

may s i m p l y  h a v e  more  s o u r c e s  o f  c o n f l i c t  t h a n  f i r s t  

m a r r i e d s  ( V i s h e r  & V i s b e r , 1 9 7 9 ) .  M a r r i a g e  t h e r a p i s t s  

n e e d  t o  be  aware  t h a t  c ompar e d  t o  f i r s t  m a r r i e d  c o u p l e s ,  

r e m a r r i e d  c o u p l e s  m a y ' e s p e c i a l l y  n e e d  t o  l e a r n  more  

c o n f l i c t  r e s o l u t i o n  s k i l l s  t h a n  f i r s t  m a r r i e d s .

C o n c l u s i o n

When c o m p a r i n g  t h e  m a r i t a l  i n t i m a c y  s c o r e s  o f  f i r s t  

m a r r i e d  and r e m a r r i e d  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  no s i g n i f i c a n t  

d i f f e r e n c e s  w e r e  f o u n d  e x c e p t  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  c o n f l i c t  

r e s o l u t i o n .  Among r e m a r r i e d  c o u p l e s ,  m a r i t a l  i n t i m a c y  

d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r  t o  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  p ha ng e  b e t w e e n  t h e  f i r s t  

y e a r  o f  m a r r i a g e  and t h e  f i f t h  y e a r  o f  m a r r i a g e !  T n i 1S
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f i n d i n g  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  s e v e r a l  s t u d i e s  o f  m a r i t a l  

s a t i s f a c t i o n  i n  r e m a r r i a g e  ( D e m a r i s ,  1 9 8 4 ;  D u b e rm an ;  1 975 ;  

F u r s t e n b e r g  & S p a n i e r , 1 9 8 4 ) .  The r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  

s t u d y  s u g g e s t  t h a t  r e m a r r i e d  c o u p l e s  a r e  m ore  s i m i l a r  t o  

f i r s t  m a r r i e d  c o u p l e s  t h a n  was  p r e v i o u s l y  t h o u g h t .  ,

A b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  a c q u i r i n g  

i n t i m a c y  w o u ld  r e s u l t  f r o m  f u r t h e r  s t u d y  o f  t h e  c h a n g e s  i n  

i n t i m a c y  ( e s p e c i a l l y  s e x u a l ,  i n t i m a c y )  f rom  t h e  e a r l y  weeks  

o f  r e m a r r i a g e  t h r o u g h  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r .  The p r e s e n t  s t u d y  

u t i l i z e d  a c r o s s - s e c t i o n a l  d e s i g n .  A l o n g i t u d i n a l  d e s i g n  

w o u ld  be  m ore  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  d e t e r m i n e  c h a n g e s  i n  i n t i m a c y  

o v e r  t i m e .

O t h e r  a r e a s  t h a t  n e e d  t o  be i n v e s t i g a t e d  t o  f u l l y  

u n d e r s t a n d  i n t i m a c y  i n  r e m a r r i a g e  i n c l u d e  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  

n o t  h a v i n g  a  h o n e y m o o n ,  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  c h i l d  s u p p o r t  and 

a l i m o n y  p a y m e n t s ,  i f  t h e  l e n g t h  o f  t im e  b e t w e e n  d i v o r c e  

and  r e m a r r i a g e  i s  a f a c t o r ,  and i f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

q u a l i t y  w i t h  t h e  e x - s p o u s e  a f f e c t s  m a r i t a l  i n t i m a c y  i n  

r e m a r r i a g e .

F i n a l l y ,  i t  w o u ld  be b e n e f i c i a l  t o  m a r r i a g e  

t h e r a p i s t s  a n d  m a r r i a g e  e n r i c h m e n t  l e a d e r s  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  

t h e  d y n a m i c s  o f  i n t i m a c y  c h a n g e s  o v e r  t i m e  f o r  f i r s t  

m a r r i e d s .  A b e t t e r  , u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  why i n t i m a c y  

f l u c t u a t e s  o v e r  t i m e  may be a n o t h e r  s t e p  i n  i m p r o v i n g  

m a r r i a g e  e n r i c h m e n t  p r o g r a m s  an d  m a r i t a l  t h e r a p y .

j
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PLEASE PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION: Couple

I .  Your age (w r i te  i n )  _______________

2. Your sex ( c i r c l e  o n e ) : I .  male 2 . . female

3• Length of time m arr ied  ( i n  Months or  yea r s )  ( w r i t e  i n ) :  _________

9 .
4. Highest  grade completed ( c i r c l e  one) :

1- 8th grade 3-  High School g radua te  5 -  College gradua te
2-  some High School 4- Some College 6 -  College graduate

p lus  g radua te  school

5. Your race  ( c i r c l e  o n e ) : I -  Caucasian/white  2- American Ind ian
3-  Other ( sp ec i fy )  ______________________

6. Your r e l i g i o n  ( c i r c l e  one):

I -  C a tho l ic  2- P r o t e s t a n t  ( e .g .  B a p t i s t ,L u t h e r a n ,M e t h o d i s t , e t c . ) 
3- Mormon 4- Other ( spec i fy )  _______________________ _____________

7. Your f a m i l y ' s  t o t a l  g ro s s  income l a s t  yea r

1) $0 -  $4,999
2) $5,000-49,999
3) $10,000-414,999

4) $15,000-$19,999
5) $20,000-$24,999
6) $25,000-429,999

(1984) ( c i r c l e  o n e ) :

7) $30,000-434,999
8) $35,000-435,999
9) $40,000 or more

8. Approximate p o pu la t ion  o f  your community ( c i r c l e  o n e ) :

I) 0 -  499 4) 5,000 -• 9,999 7) 20,000 -  24,999
2) 500 -  999. 5) 10,000 -  14,999 8) 25,000 -  29,999
3) 1,000 -  4,999 6) 15,000 -  19,999 9) 30,000 or  more

9. Number of c h i ld r e n  from f i r s t  marr iage  l i v i n g  with  you (w r i te  i n ) :

10. Number of c h i ld r e n  from second marr iage l i v i n g  w i th  you (w r i te  i n ) :

THANK YOU FOR YOUR HELP!
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WARING INTIMACY QUESTIONNAIRE 

FORM 90

Edward M. Waring, M.D.

Copyright U.S. 1979

INSTRUCTIONS

There a r e  90 s ta tem en ts  i n  t h i s  bookle t .  They a r e  s ta tem en ts  about 
marr iages .  You a r e  t o  decide which of  these  s ta t em en ts  a r e  t rue  of
your marr iage and which a r e  f a l s e .  Make a l l  your marks on the
sep a ra te  answer shee t .  I f  you th in k  th e  s ta tem en t  i s  TRUE or mostly
TRUE o f  your marr iage ,  make an X i n  the box l a b e l ed  T ( t r u e ) . I f  you
th in k  the  s ta tem en t  i s  FALSE or mostly  FALSE of your marr iage ,  make 
and X i n  the box l a b e l e d  F ( f a l s e ) .

Remember, we would l i k e  t o  know what your marr iage seems l i k e  to  YOU. 
So DO NOT t r y  t o  f i g u r e  ou t  how your spouse w i l l  see your marr iage,  
but DO giye us your genera l  impress ion  o f  your marr iage fo r  each 
s ta tement.

1. D iffe r e n c e s  o f  op in ion  never le a d  to  verbal abuse in  our 
r e la t io n s h ip .

2 .  I  am a t  my b est when we are  to g e th er .

3 . W ithout my m arriage yy l i f e  would la c k  meaning..

4. I  ask my spouse f o r  th ings  t h a t  r e a l l y  tu rn  me on.

5. I  o f t e n  f e e l  in s e c u re  i n  s o c i a l  s i t u a t i o n s .

6 . I  w ish my spouse enjoyed more th e a c t i v i t i e s  th a t  I  en joy .

7 . I enjoy spending time w ith  my in - la w s .

8 . I f  th ere  i s  one th in g  th a t  my spouse and I  are good a t ,  i t ' s  
ta lk in g  about our f e e l in g s  to  each o th er .

9 .  I  don ' t  th in k  any couple l i v e  to g e th er  w ith  g r e a te r  harmony than 
my mate and I .

10. Our d if fe r e n c e s  o f  o p in ion  lea d  t o  sh ou tin g  m atches.

11. I  always k is s  ny spouse good-bye.

12. Our m a r ita l s a t i s f a c t io n  i s  more im portant than ca reer  d e c is io n s .
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13. Sometimes sex seems mere l i k e  work than play t o  me.

14. Compared t o  o th e r  people  t h a t  I  know I  l a c k  s e l f - e s t e e m .

15. We seem t o  work out how t o  share the chores  a t  our house.

16. Whenever we v i s i t  my s p o u se ' s  p a re n t s ,  I  f e e l  awkward because I  
have no th ing  t o  t a l k  about.

17. Often I  only pre tend  t o  l i s t e n  when my spouse t a l k s .

18. I  have some needs t h a t  a re  not being met by ny marr iage.

19. Discuss ing  problems with  my spouse seldom le ad s  t o  arguments.

20. I  f e e l  t h a t  the re  i s  a d i s t a n ce  between ny spouse and I .

21. I  va lue our m a r i t a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  above a l l  e l s e .

22.  I  th ink  t h a t  the importance of sex i s  h igh ly  o v e r - r a t e d  i n  
marr iage.

23.  I  have a s t ro n g  sense of who I  am.

24. %  spouse and I  share  the same philosophy o f  l i f e .

25 . My in - la w 's  a d v ice  i s  o f te n  a p p recia ted  and welcome.

26. I  p r e f e r  t o  keep my personal thoughts  t o  myself.

27. My mate has a l l  of the  q u a l i t i e s  I  have always wanted i n  a mate.

28. Old wounds a re  always reopened when we have d i f f e r e n c e s  o f  
op in ion.

2 9 . D esp ite  being  m arried I  o fte n  f e e l  lo n e ly .

30. Even i n  marr iage  everyone has  t o  look  out f o r  then se lv e s .
• ,

31 . Sex w ith  my spouse has never been a s  e x c i t in g  as in  my fa n ta s ie s .

32. I  r e a l l y  d o n ' t  th ink  t h a t  I  am very good a t  most th ings .

33.  My spouse f r e q u e n t ly  he lps  when I  am doing an unp leasan t  chore.

34. When a l l  the r e l a t i v e s  g e t  t o g e th e r ,  I  f e e l  awkward and 
uncomfortable .

35.  I  enjoy shar ing  my f e e l in g s  with  my spouse.

36. My marr iage  i s  no t  a  p e r f e c t  su ccess .
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37• Yel l ing  and screaming play no p a r t  i n  our a t t e m p ts  t o  r e s o lv e  
our c o n f l i c t s .

38.  I  o f t e n  t e l l  my spouse I  love  him/her.

39« When one g e t s  marr ied ,  i t ' s  f o r e v e r .

40. Our personal  c lo sen ess  i s  the  major de terminan t  of how 
s a t i s f a c t o r y  our sexua l r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s .

41. I  f e e l  t h a t  I  am the  person  I  would l i k e  to  be.

42. %  spouse and I  share  the same g o a ls  i n . l i f e .

43. We a r e  lucky to  have the  r e l a t i v e s  t o  whom we can go f o r  help .

44. I  always t ry  to  g ive  my spouse  my f u l l  a t t e n t i o n  when he / she  i s  
t a l k i n g  to  me.

45. %  marr iage could be happ ie r  than i t  i s .

46. When the re  i s  a d i f f e r e n c e  of opin ion ,  we tend t o  n e g o t i a t e  a 
r e s o l u t i o n  r a t h e r  than f i g h t .

47. We always do something s p e c i a l . o n  our ann iver sa ry .

48. In  our marr iage  we t r y  to  l i v e  by the  p r i n c i p l e  " a l l  fo r  one and 
one f o r  a l l "

49* Our sexual r e l a t i o n s h i p  decreases  my f r u s t r a t i o n s .

50. I  am embarrassed when I  am the cen te r  of a t t e n t i o n .

51. My spouse and I  l i k e  to  do th in g s  f o r  sel f -improvement to g e th e r .

52. I t  i s  a r e a l  e f f o r t  f o r  me t o  t ry  and g e t  along w i th  my s p o u s e ' s  
p a ren ts .

53.  I  o f t e n  read th e  newspaper or watch T. V. when my spouse i s  
t r y i n g  t o  t a l k  t o  me.

54. I  have never r e g r e t t e d  my marriage no t  even fo r  a moment.

55. I  never h i t  below the b e l t  when we argue.

56. I  w i l l  never use my love f o r  my spouse as  a way to  h u r t  him/her.

57. I  am no t  prepared to  pu t  up w i th  my s p o u se ' s  annoying h a b i t s .

58. %  marriage could no t  p o s s ib ly  be happy without a  s a t i s f a c t o r y  
sexual l i f e .



55

59. When I  can pare  myself t o  most o th e r  people,  I  l i k e  n y s e l f .  ,

60. My spouse .and I  have worked out th e  male-female household r o l e s  
to  both our s a t i s f a c t i o n .

61. I  f e e l  t h a t  my p a re n t s  i n t e r f e r e  i n  our r e l a t i o n s h i p .

62. I  would l i e  t o  my spouse i f  I  thought i t  would keep the peace.

6 3 . I  d o n ' t  th in k  t h a t  anyone could p o s s ib ly  be h a p p ie r  than my mate 
and I  when we a r e  with  one ano ther .

64.  When we have d i f fences  o f  opin ion, my spouse never walks out of 
the  house.

65.  I  am o f t e n  u n f r i en d ly  towards my spouse.

66. I  d o n ' t  r e a l l y  care  whether ny spouse s u p p o r t s  me or no t ,  j u s t  as  
long as  h e / sh e  l e t s  me l e a d  my own l i f e .

67 . I  always seen to  be i n  the  mood f o r  sex when my spouse  i s .

68. I  am sometimes a f r a i d  t h a t  people  w i l l  see a  p a r t  of me t h a t  .I 
am no t  aware of.

6 9 . My spouse d id  no t  t r y  to  make me change a f t e r  we go t  marr ied .

70. Family reun ions  a re  one h i g h l i g h t  of  our s o c i a l  l i f e .

71.  My persona l  s e c r e t s  would h u r t  my spouse.

72. There a re  t imes when I  do n o t  f e e l  a g re a t  deal  of  love  and 
a f f e c t i o n  f o r  my mate.

73* During our arguments I  never t r y  to  d e p re c ia t e  my spouse ' s  
po in t  of  view.

74. Love i s  being a b le  to  say y o u ' r e  so r ry .

75. I  would be w i l l i n g  to  compromise ny b e l i e f s  t o  make our .marr iage  
b e t t e r .

76.  My spouse r a r e l y  tu rn s  away from my sexual advances.

77. There a r e  many a sp e c t s  of ny p e r s o n a l i t y  t h a t  I  do no t  l i k e .

78.  I  found i t  d i f f i c u l t  to  make changes i n  my l i f e s t y l e  a f t e r  we 
were marr ied .

79.  Our c h i ld r e n  i n t e r f e r e  with the  time we have to g e th e r .

80. I  can say anyth ing  I  want t o  ny spouse .
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81. There a re  some th ings  about ny mate t h a t  I  do no t  l i k e .

82. Sometimes I  th in k  a l l  we ever  do i s  argue.

83. Buying g i f t s  shows my a f f e c t i o n  f o r  my spouse.

84. Most of the  time a t  home I  f e e l  l i k e  I  am j u s t  k i l l i n g  time,.

85. Our sexual r e l a t i o n s h i p  in f l u e n c e s  our l e v e l  of c lo seness .

86. Other people u s u a l ly  have more t o  o f f e r  i n  a conv e r sa t io n  than I  
do.

87. Ny spouse’ s  s o c i a b i l i t y  adds a p o s i t i v e  aspec t  to  our 
r e l a t i o n s h i p .

88. Our marr iage  would be b e t t e r  i f  our p a r e n t s  d id n ’ t  meddle i n  our 
problems.

89* I  always take  time t o  l i s t e n  t o  my spouse.

90. Every new th ing  I  have le a rn ed  about my mate has  p leased  me.
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