Supporting Environmental Educators to Shift Toward Inquiry-Based Instruction

Does a professional development program affect educators’ beliefs, perceived competency, and instruction of science as inquiry?
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*  Educators believed in doing inquiry before and after the
professional development program and mostly felt like
they had the skills to do inquiry.

*  Inquiry instruction increased during and after the
program. Educators realized inquiry can be simpler than
they thought.

*  Some challenges went away after the program while
others still existed. Remaining challenges to doing
inquiry with students included: weather, time, teacher
and school requests, and students’ prior knowledge.



