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Abstract:
Nesting habitat, production, and movements of Canada geese were studied in 1976 and 1977 on
stockponds in southeastern Montana. No physical or vegetational trends were found that would
satisfactorily explain the use of a particular reservoir for nesting. Contrasting water levels between
1976-1977 and the change in security of existing islands may have resulted in few islands being
selected for nesting activities. Intensive grazing by cattle, .especially during the low water period in
1977, created a less attractive area both for nesting and brood rearing. Paired geese entered the study
area by I April, 1977. Peninsulas were the most common nesting site and grassland was the most
commonly used cover type. Forty-eight percent of the nests were successful. No evidence of renesting
was found. The average clutch size was 5.53 eggs/nest. Little brood movement was observed in 1976,
however, broods moved extensively between reservoirs in 1977. These overland movements
contributed to a 55% mortality of goslings prior to flight stage. Nonbreeders entered the study area by
19 April, 1977, left by the end of May, and returned by the end of August.

Boles Reservoir and Trail Creek Reservoir Units were used as major feeding sites both in 1976 and
1977. Geese, both river and stockpond residents, were observed on these units by the end of July both
years. Large reservoirs positioned close to large blocks of winter wheat appears to attract these geese.
Utilization of wheat fields usually begins once the harvest is completed. River geese appear to use
certain routes and reservoirs while traveling to these feeding sites. The Boles Reservoir Unit attracted
geese from Hathaway downstream to Terry, Montana, and the Trail Creek Reservoir Unit, from
Hathaway upstream to the Bighorn River. By 18 November, 1977, cold weather had resulted in the
freeze-up of reservoirs and the virtual exodus of Canada geese from the area. Hunter access within
much of the study area is influenced by landowner-hunter relationships on private land. Currently, most
of this land is closed to. hunting or available to a small segment of the hunting public. 
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