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Abstract:

In 1863, a pamphlet, "Miscegenation: The Theory of the Blending of the Races, Applied to American
White Man and the Negro," gave birth to an idea: "free" black men sexually desired white women. This
idea eventually developed into an ideology and translated into southern white fears of miscegenation.
This thesis examines the medium of popular literature and its influence on this ideological development
in southern culture. Two southern authors wrote prolifically about miscegenation: Thomas Dixon,
whose writings exacerbated white fears, and William Faulkner, whose writings exposed those fears as a
negative underpinning of southern culture.

My study is not exclusive to literary theory; it combines historical and literary analyses to show how an
ideology affected southern culture. I focus on Dixon's writings from 1903 to 1912 and Faulkner's from
1931 to 1936 and argue that both authors accurately captured the fears' effects. A bulk of my study
concentrates on Mississippi; however, it devotes portions to Dixon's native North Carolina and the
South as a whole. My major objective is to analyze the evolution of miscegenation from idea to
ideology: how white southern culture perceived miscegenation and how fears of miscegenation
endured and changed, if they changed at all.
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i
GLOSSARY

Black--Although a great majority of blacks in. America are of mlxed ancestry, this
“term applies to those who appeared unmixed. Because black culture and -
mulatto culture eventually fused together, this term sometimes applies to all
those who appear to have unmixed and mixed black ancestry.

‘ Herrenvolk Democracy--A German phrase originally applied toa Na21 1deology,
Herrevolk Democracy, as socmloglst Pierre L. van den Berghe defined it,
means the equal-superiority of all who belong to the master race
(Herrenvolk) over all those who do not.

Miscegenation--Miscegenation is a broad term that applies to casual sexual
relations to cohabitation or marriage between members of different races.

Mulatto--This term applies specifically to a biracial person with half-white ancestry
and half-black ancestry. Because the term generally applies to those with '
any visible mixture of black and whité, as it was used in the United States
Census from 1850 to 1920, the term broadly apphes to those who have any
“black and whlte mixture..

'Octoroon--Thls term spe01flca11y apphes to those w1th 7/8 white ancestry and 1/8
black.

Poor Whltes—-Durlng the antebellum perlod this phrase pointed to a class of white
people who rarely held slaves. The use of this phrase, far from being a
political statement, refers to white members of the lower class in the South.’
Poor whites were also often called "rednecks," and these terms are used
interchangeably in the text. ' "

Quadroon--This term apphes spec1f1cally to whose with 3/4 white ancestry and 1/4
black. - -

Volksgersnan Conservatism--This term applies to a spec1f1c thouight-set harbored by
some aristocratic southerners that sprang from the congervative tradition
after Reconstruction. Believing that God blessed all southern whites with a
unique and valuable spirit (Volksgeist), these aristocrats tried to implant




Germamc 1deal1sm into southern culture in hopes of creatlng a more o

harmomous racial environment.
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THESIS A'BSTRACTl .

In 1863, a pamphlet, "Miscegenation: The Theory of the Blending of the Races,
Applied to American White Man and the Negro," gave birth to an idea: "free" black
men sexually desired white women. This idea eventually developed into an ideology
and translated into southern white fears of miscegenation. This thesis examines the
medium of popular literature and its influence on this ideological development in
southern culture. Two southern authors wrote prolifically about miscegenation:
Thomas Dixon, whose writings exacerbated white fears, and William Faulkner,
whose writings exposed those fears as a negative underpinning of southern culture.

My study is not exclusive to literary theory; it combines historical and literary
analyses to show how an ideology affected southern culture. I focus on Dixon's:
writings from 1903 to 1912 and Faulkner's from 1931°to 1936 and argue that both
authors accurately captured the fears' effects. A bulk of my study concentrates on
Mississippi; however, it devotes portions to Dixon's native North Carolina-and the
South as a whole. My major objective is to analyze the evolution of miscegenation
from idea to ideology: how white southern culture perceived miscegenation and how
fears of miscegenation endured and changed, if they changed at all.




" INTRODUCTION .

According to the Oxford English Dictionary, the word, "miscegenation," first

appeared in Decem’ber.1863.‘ ‘The term—-taken frcm‘_mi&cefe, to mix, and genus, race--
emerged in an anonymous pamphlet 'entitled "Miscegenation': -The Thedry of the
Blendlng of the Races Apphed to the American White Man and the Negro ! The
pamphlet created not only a new word but an 1deology that affected southern race
relatlons for the next century: the fear of rmscegenat1on Dis gu1s1ng the pamphlet as
the work of abol1t10n1sts proslavery authors tried to dlSCI‘Cdlt Abraham L1ncoln and |

the Repubhcans pr10r to the 1864 elections. Before the pamphlet was revealed as a

hoax, many whites became outraged at its major theme: miscegenation ensured

American prosperity. The pamphlet asserted that emancipation provided black men

not only physical freedom from slavery but sexual freedom to give'white women,

especially, southern white women, What they had always desired--the unlnhibited -

passion and generous endowment of black lovers. As the election drew closer, the

charges agamst Lincoln and his party grew more outland1sh Propaganda remmded

hysterlcal southemers of L1ncoln s "Mlscegenatlon Proclamat1on and the "Black

‘ Republican Prayer," Whlch called upon "the spirit of arnalgamation. .. that we may -

‘become a regenerated nation of half-breeds; and.mong'r_els,"'_living "in'bonds of .




forever. Amen.".

_ fraternal love, union and equality with the Almighty Nigger,' henceforward, now and -

il

Slavery, as revealed in the 1863 pamphlet, represented not only an economic

but also a social foundation for southern society. With society separated along racial

lines during slavery, white southerners formed a Herrenvolk Democracy, where, in

theory, the- commonahty of white skin prevented class conflicts between slaveholders '
and nonslaveholders Many southemers d1s11ked slavery but deemed it necessary to
prevent perceived black sexuality from tainting the.Vlct_orlan virtues of Wh1te society.

Although an Alabama farmer, for eXarnple, disapproved of slavery, he'told Frederick

. Law Olmsted that emancipation threatened white supremacy: "Now suppose they was
| free, you see they'd all think themselves just as good as v've_._...‘ How would you like to

-hev a nigger feelin’ just‘as good as awhite man? How'd you like to hev a nigger

steppin’ up-to your darter?">
As with the Alabama farmer, ;man‘y white southern males 'perceived the threat

of miscegenation accompanying.emancipation. However, many of those same white -

males bore responsibility for miscegenat‘ien during slavery. Daify dalliances between

! Forrest G. Wood, Black Scare The Racist Response to Emancipation and
Reconstruction (Berkeley and Los Angeles University of California Press, 1970), 53-
79.

2 James M. McPherson, Ordeal by Fire: The Coming of War, 2d ed., vol. 1 (New
York: McGraw-Hill, 1993), 34-36; Nathan Irvin Huggins, "The Deforming Mirror of
Truth," Black Odyssey: The African American Ordeal in Slavery (New York:

V1ntage Books, 1977), %lii; Edmund S. Morgan, American Slavery, American
Freedom: The Ordeal of Colonial Virginia (New York: W. W. Norton, 1975), 328;
Herrenvolk Democracy was the equality and common bond of whlte skin, which took

" precedence over all other 1nterests




masters and enslaved ‘women happened since the earhest davs in American slavery
and became commonplace in the 18505 The sexual relations between master and
slaves perpetuated the existence of mulatto slaves. The progeny from such a .

' relatlonshin al_wavs followed the mother's status: if she_were a slave, so was her child.
TIdeologies of sexism and racism dictated that only white men could bed |
(illeéitimately) with black 'ormulatto' women. Within the social constructs of slavery, '
the'maste_r—-the primary power of the plantation--tacitly held exclusiven rights to .
interracial affairs. Even the_.wives' of slaveholders, virtually r)owerless to stop their-
husbands' philandering, spent their davs on thepla_ntathn, like diarist Mary Chesnut,
"surrounded by. prostit_utes," recognialng that ",themulattoes one sees"in every't“am'ily ; |
exactlv resemble the white children.';_3

' .Indeed, between 1850 and 1860, more and more slaves resembled "the white

children.."‘ The 1860 United States Census reported an astounding inerease in the

, mulatto population. As the number. of slaves in that deeade incre‘ased by 20 pereent;
the number of mulattos in slavery rose 67 peroent. According to W.'ELB‘. Du Bois's
_sc_holarship,'even the 18.60 census fi gures fell well below reality b'ecause census
agents_ took "mulatto" to mean a person‘ _who was visibly ‘-half-white_4 '
Afterslaver'y erumbled, southern wh‘ite men, who'initiated interracial sex, -

criticizéd Reconstruction governments for encouraging miscegenation. Many

‘ 3C, Vann Woodward ed Mary Chesnut s C1v1l War (New Haven Yale Un1vers1ty h

- Press, 1981), 29. -
+W.E.B. Du Bois, ed., Negro Amer1can Famllv (New York N egro Un1vers1ty

Press 1969) 25 :




southerners looked upon the utter ruin left'by Billy Yank as God's punishment for

miscegenation during slavery, and they voiced the1r d1sapproval to the Reconstructron

leglslatures that passed laws sanctronrng 1ntermarr1age ‘But the Repubhcans

_ proceeded to repeal bans on 1ntermarr1age and to legrtlmate exrstlng blracral

relatrons’hlps.

Some scholars believe that during Reconstruction interracial sex soared to

unprecedented herghts in the South. In Marrrage in Black and Whlte for exarnple

Joseph R Washrngton greatly 1nﬂuenced by the work of famed socrologlst Edward

B. Reuter, cited six reasons to support hrs belief that mlscegenatron 1ncreased after

. the war:

Flrst slavery was largely a rural 1nst1tut10n where the great bulk of blacks
was not in contact with great blocks of wh1tes .Second, slavery taught no
code of ethics with respect to sex...Third, the freedom of the blacks to
move at will in urban centers increased their contact with whites of all
stations and standards. Fourth, personal demoralization and social
dlsorgamzatron of family relations, the mobility and desertion of the

_husband who had a freedom of movement formerly enjoyed largely by -

women, provided women with real susceptibility to unstable sex interests

~of the white male. Fifth, despite the freedom of blacks, the power of
" whites was still unchallengeable and the intimate associations were 'pretty

much at the will of the white man'.. .Sixth, black women who had been .
used to the favors only white men could provide did not immediately give
up concublnage and the rewards of the status they had achieved in their

 relationships with white men for what some believed to be the less

prestigious relation of marriage to a black man.6

3 Lerone Bennet Jr., "Mlscegenatlon in Amerlca " Mamage Across the Color
~Line, ed. Cloyte M. Larsson (Chicago: Johnson Publishing Co., 1965), 20; Neil R.
McMillen, Dark Journey: Black Mississippians in the A,qe of Ji im Crow (Urbana, IL:
Umversrty of Illinois Press, 1989) 14-15. ‘




.Washington"s rationale .seems .somewhat reaSonable,- but other’evldence
refutes his anal)tsis. In fact, miscegenatjon in the Sbuth reached alow point during the
war and its aftermath.7 Certainly love and curi_osity' stimulated some whltes and
'blaclcs to brave the color barrier, but these numbe_rs. were few. | Freedmen withdrew
frorn white cdmmunities to live among’ thernsel_ves, creating a level of thsical “ ;
segregation vastly higher than during slavery", and although"'slavery taught no code of . |
ethics with respect to ser(" for either—whit_es'or blacks, most slaves 'carVed their own
sense of.sexual morali‘ty‘out of their lives and car'ried._it with them into freedom.

: Moreouer, the opportrinities that blacl;'men had to travel never guarante.ed
opportunitives for. sexual experlences with white women. Both Washington and Reuter
m1s1nterpreted the census data for 1870 and 1890. Out of 100 percent of total blacks
-the rise from 12.0 percent mulatto in 1870 to 15.2 percent mulatto in 1890 probably
led both scholars to view Reconstruction.as an 1ncreased perrod of 1nterrac1al sex; o
actually the frgures reflect the offspring between blacks and mulattos |

Other clues can be found in Carolrne Bond Day's work In 1918 she. collected :
a mass of 1nformatron on black persons divided 1nto two groups. Consrstmg of 1,152
persons born before 1861, Group I accounted for 243 unions with whites. Conve’rsely',
.Group II, consisting_ of .1,3‘85' persons born after 1860, accounted’for only 3 uni‘on‘s

with whites. Even after considering the flaws in Day's sample, the dramatic_drop in

8 Joseph R. Washinéton Jr., Marriage in Black and Whité (Boston: Beacon Press, |
- 1970), 66; Edward Byron Reuter, The Amerrcan Race Problem (New York: Thomas

Y. Crowell Co., 1966), 131.
T oel Williamson, New People: Mlscegenatron and Mulattoes in the United States .

(Baton Rouge, LA: Louisiana State Unrversrty, 1995) 90.




inter_racial untons clearly suggests a fundamental change 1n hehav.ior 'concerhing
miscegenation.® - | |
The validity of Washington‘s analysis concerns white men. Despite

‘_Re;‘)ublican Party rule, southem 'White men continned to hold nearly exclusiye fights
to interraci-al sex.'_The ;'unchallengeable" power of white 'rnenstilll coenced hlack
KAI/omen into bed and b:icked a formidabte vnall between black me'n 'and white.n\tomen.
Snrety'some white women- and black men tried to scale the-barr-ierA in both legitimate
" and illegitimate rélations, but in_real_ity, interracial sex most likely decreased as
Reconstruction faded. E.ven‘-as the Rehubhcanshsanct‘ioned- miscegenation, new white. -
.suprema01st 1deolog1es began to emerge in D1x1e to thwart black "social equality" and .
- to d1scourage anyone from transcendmg the color barrier. Whlte men built more
"walls, supported by a new code of ethics, and after the 'retum of Democratlc rule in
' the mid-1870s, whites instituted a new system of racial control--Jim Crow..

:In the poSt_—Reconstruction years, the coils of white supremacy‘ cohcentr’ated on
interracial proscriptions, cons'tri,cted around the taboo of interraciali se‘x, and -
.suffocated the opportunities for.legal intervracial unions. Throughout_sout'hem states,
'p'hrases like "race purity," "blood will tell," and "race dege_neracy" became
'shibholeths for white supremacists. The feaf of "amalgamation " as many whites
called it, ran so deeply that M1ss1ss1pp1 Democrats made proh1b1t1ng 1nterra01al

mamage the1r top priority upon returmng to power in 1876 eventually securing that

8 Caroline Bond Day, A Study of Some Negro-White Famlhes in the United -
States (Cambrldge MA Peabody Museum of Harvard Un1vers1ty, 1932), chap 3




prohibition in the 1890 cc‘mstitution‘.9 Following Mississippi's lead, all southern states
implemented anti-intermarriage codes into their constitutions or civil and criminal
codes by 1908.‘""

In the early years ofm the twentieth century, the rush to outlaw interracial
'uriions was not only a southern phenomenon. Although southern states led the
charge, most western states--Moﬁtana, Utah, Wyoming, New Mcxico, California,
Colorado, Arizona, Idaho, Oregon, Nevada, North and South Dakota--and two mid-
western states--Nebraska and Indiaﬁa-—adopted laws banning i‘r'ltermarriage (between
whites and blécks) by 1913. Moreover, in 1913 a rash of bills prohibiting Black-whitc
marriages cafne to the floor in the state legislatufes of Connecticuf, Kansaé, Illinoié,
Jowa, Michigan, .Minnesoté, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Washington, and
~ Wisconsin. Although the bills were defeated in these states, the atte‘mpt to ban
intermarriage reflected a nationwide concern about miscegenation.'!

For the next half-century, fears of miscegenation outside of the South slowly
withered away, while they remained deeply rooted in Dixie.. Still, in 1968--the year
in which the Supreme Court tep_ealed Virginia’s ‘anti-intermarriage' law in its Iﬂ_mg ,
v. Virginia decision--sixteen states had prohibitions against black-white marriages:

Alabama, Arkansas, Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisia_na, Mississippi,

passim; Herbert G. Gutman T he Black Famllv in Slaverv and Freedom 1750 1925
(New York: Pantheon Books, 1976); Williamson, New Peop_l - 89.

*McMillen, 15; Mississippi Constitution, 1890, art.14, sec. 263.

Louisiana, the last southern state to add anti-miscegenation laws to its civil and -
criminal code, did so in 1908; Washington, 72-77.

'! Washington, 69-81.




Missouri, North Carolina, Oklahoma, South Carolma Tennessee Texas Virginia, |
and West V1rg1n1a Oklahoma and West .V1'rg1n1a excluded every state with anti-
1nterrnarr1age laws in 1968 also had proslavery constitutions before the Civil War
In fact Maryland the only other state that had a proslavery COIlStltuthH repealed 1ts
laws bann_mg 1nterrnarr1age in 1967. Recognizing the reputat_ion for racial justice in
Chiei? Justice Earl Warren's Supreme Court, Maryland struck their anti—interrnarriag'e
laws. from the books as soon as the Supreme Court accepted the ng case.
Unsurprismgly, these southern states also enforced the most severe J im Crow laws
Miscegenation existed as Ji im Crovy 's most troubhng concern. From the First
Reconstruction to the Second Reconstruction-in the -1'95.-05 and '60s, Whites -

"instinctively" understood that "sex is at the core of life',-"‘-in MissisSippi author David

Cohn's words, and in’ their conscious or unconsc1ous mlnds" they knew that the

nl3 White southerners, in

"negro question" was "at bottom a blood or sexual question
effect, suffered from sexual and racial paranoia; they suffered from the fear of
rniscegenation'. | | | |

Asa topic, miscegenation rernains relatively under‘explored by most scholars
studying American race ‘relations. Gary Nash, George'Fr'e_drickson, George B.

Tindall, Carl Degler, and Nell.Painter touch on the 'subject in their stildies, _but 'on.l y

Edward B. Reuter, J oseph R. Washington, Naomi Zack, Charles Herbert Stember, '

2 Ib1d 95. .

% An Indian Territory before the Civil War, Oklahoma had no slavery What is
now West Virginia had a high concentration of slaves, but that area fell within
Virginia's borders prior to the Civil War. - '

. Washington, 95.




~and loel Williamson devcte entire worke tc rniscegenaticrr. These schclars 'proi)ide o
irrr/aluable research on the politics behind _mlscegenatibn, but tlley rarely confront tlle
idea of miscegenetion‘ and its effects on s'ou'thern culture.

‘. During the preliminary researc'h for this project, several questiorrs ccrrcer_ning
the 'ide_a_of miscegenétion in southern culrure emerged. ‘_ Holvl did the idea permeate |
the mlnds of white and _black southerners? Whet cultural manifestations resulted fro-lﬁ
the idea? How did the ‘idea affect southerrr rece relatlcns? Toian'sw_er these questions, :
the previously mentioned echol_ars de'ser_ve attention, but, here again, they rarely focus

on the _idea of miscegenation and how it affected southern culture. Bven by relying on

their studies, problems would surface. In The Crucible o_f Race, for example‘,.J oel
Williamson asserts that whites "began the practice of lynchlng ase,reaction»ag'ainst
the presumed threét of the black beast to white womanh‘ood.,'f16 Yet, little statisticarl
ba'si.s supports his ccnterrtion. Gunnar Mj}rdal, James Elbert Cutler, é'nd W'alter White
of the NAACP publrshed ev1dence that placed the number of lynching victims -
accused of sexually assaultmg a whrte woman at approxrmately 30 percent |
Nevertheless, fear of mrscegenatron pervaded whlte sourhem thou ght.. .

Lynching was not the only reaction to thé fear. Other forms of physical intimidation,

5David L. Cohn, "How the South Feels," Atlantic Monthly, January 1944, 49.
" 16J oel Williamson, The Crucible of Race (New York: Oxford University Press
1984), 184. .

"Gunnar Myrdal, American Drlemma The Negro Problem and Modern
Democracy, 2d ed. (New York: Harper and Brothers, 1962), 562; James Elbert
Cutler, Lynch Law: An Investigation into the History of Lynching in the United
States (New York: Negro Universities Press; 1905), 176; Walter White, Rope and
Faggot: A Brographv of Judge Lynch (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1969), 26;




legislation banning miscegenati_ori, and the "one-drop rule"--a rule that defined any‘
person with black ancestry as legally black--reveal the extent of that fear. Perhaps the '
most significant cultural _indicator is the medium of popular literature. For years,

- southern novelists addressed the cultural problems enshrouding miscegenation. Mark

_Twain started the traditioh with 'Ptlddin’head. Wiison. .,Following‘T_vvziin's example, a

‘ pant.heon'of ‘southem, Writers-;éeorge Wa_shingtonA(iable, Khte Chopin, Elleh -‘ |
Glasgow, Chorles Cheétnhtt--oxplored them‘es.of rnisccgenatioh.' Their works steered
‘away from the traditional s_entir_nentalityof southern literature arld usuah;r displayed

~ the irony of white fears. "But save for these exceptions,” as W.J. Cash noted in The

‘- Mind of the S.outh; "the literéry__otate of the region was to be accurately measured byl
Thomas Dixon, Jr."'® |
‘Raised in the racist atmosohere of Reconotruction North Carolfir_ra, Dixon'

entered Wahe.Forost in 1879 at §ixteén, where he rocéived the hi_g_héét marks in the
school's short history.l.g‘ He thén attorrdéd Johns ‘Hopkins, where he vs'tﬁdied under
Herbert Baxter Adarhé, a rhan't)ixon call_od a" genitis of the highest order."?®

Pr_ofessor Adams taught his students a Teutonic g‘tarrn thoorS}_ th at he {;onstru(:ted by
“combining evolutionary science and Victorian romanticism. Accordihg to Adarhs',_ a

'superior intellectual genetic charac;ter_istic, which moved frOm Germany to Britain ‘

NAACP Thrrtv Years of Lvnchmg in the Unrted States 1889- 1918 (New York Arno
Press, 1969), 10.

18'W.J. Cash, The Mind of the South (New York: thage Books 1941) 375.

1 Raymond Allen Cook, Fire From the Flint: The Amazing: Careers of Thomas
Dixon (Winston-Salem, NC: John F. Blair, 1968), 94.
- © ®Thomas Dixon, Jr., Southern Horizons: The Autobiography of Thomas Dixon,
ed. Karen M Crowe (Ann Arbor, MI: Umvers1ty of Mlchrgan Press, 1984) 167 '




A1

~ ‘and then to colonial America, spawned démocracy. T raveling through unadulterated:
whites, it created men who contained the intellect and ambition for sel‘f—gove‘mment:-..21

Adams' Teutonic-germ theory gave Dixon the-scientific baSis‘_t'o buttress the racist

foundation he received during his youth. The lessons he learned from Adams soon

reVerb,e_r_atgd in his first‘noyel, The, Leopard"s--Spo_.té: "Thé future ‘America'n‘ must be, an
Anglo-Saiori’ ér a Mulatto! We are now deéiding wﬁat it sh'ail be.. .Thié‘Rei)ublic can

have no future if racial lines afé bfoken,, an_(i its proud qjtiienship sinks to the level 6f
a mongfei breed,"? |

Three of Dixon's ndvels'—-The Leopafd's Spots‘ (1902) The Clansman (1905) '

and The Sins of the Father (1912)--exphcltly dealt with mlscegenatlon Dixon saw

mlscegenatlon as an acute southem problem, but his preoccupatlon may have
reﬂected a deep personal obsess10n The ra01st theories prohferatmg throughout hlS

-hterature suggest that .mlscegenat‘lon affected him personally, even psychologically.

" After the publication of The Leopard's Spots, a biracial man in New York claimed -

| : ‘pub‘li'cl.y that Thomas Dif(on, Sr. fathered 'him_‘. When éskéd -;:o respond to ,‘t.he‘

- allegations, Dixon, Jr. replicd, "Yes I know. thaf dafk?, .llle, is always gefting himself
into trouble and I have helped him a number of \t'im'e.s." The reports of Di;(qﬁ's

purported half-brother never reached a scandalous level. ‘But the possibilities of truth -

2l peter Novick, That Noble Dream: The "Objectivity Question" and the
American Historical Profession, (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1988), 87-
88; Glenda Elizabeth Gilmore, Gender and Jim Crow: Women and the Politics of
White Supremacy in North Carolina, 1896- 1920 (Chapel Hill, NC: University of
North Carolina Press, 1996), 67-68. ‘




12
may have festered in the author, forcing him, as Glenda Elizab_'eth Gilmore posits in-

Gender and Jim Crow, to usé his novels as a vehicle to exonerate white men, like his-

father, and denounce miscegenation.23 '

Dixon's fiction depicted a mongrel breed" that threatened the southern social

“order. Defending his native Dixie, the author s attitude embod1ed the fear: his

literature cited the threat of a "mongrel hreed"' created by black men raping white
women and erased the historical rnemory of white men raping black \_»i/ornen during‘
slayery. 'DiXQn's ficti_on, hoyuever? did not stand unchallenged; it'_initia'ted a southern
literary reaction. The decades of the 1920s and '30s saw an accelerat_ing growth of
fiction that argued against Di)ion's racist doctrines. |

William Faulkner led the way in. this movernent. 'l_‘,il<e l)ixon, faulkner

devoted a bulk of his work to the problems of miscegenation but unlike Dixon‘

" Faulkner sloughed off the old southem 1rnperat1ve of us1ng his' wr1t1ng to defend the

- South. Novels like nght in Augus (1932) and Absalom Absalom' (1936) and the

‘short : story "Dry September” (1931) revealed the hor_ror and hypocrisy of a culture

. -imimersed in Dixonian tradition.

Born and raised in north MlSSISSlppl at the dawnlng of the twentleth century, ‘

Faulkner had little formal education What he leamed he learned through oral h1story

and by observatlon Spendlng most of his life in h1s native State, he knew MlSSlSSlppL

- best and concentrated on m1scegenat1on most.’ Perhaps the place burdened by the fear -

z Thomas Dixon, Jr., The Leopard s Spots: The Romance of the. White Man S

“Burden, 1865-1900 (Ridgewood, NJ: The Gregg Press, 1967), 198.

= Gilmore 68-69.
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of lniseegenation more than eny olher was the Mi's'sisslppi' Delta. For its number o_f
lynchings' and strident'segreg.ationla'ws', the Delta has bee_n'. aptly named "the rnest ‘
southern place on Earth."* Faulkner saw the muddled colors between jet black and
-‘stark. white in the white snpremacist stronghelcl of tlle Delta and throu ghent . |
Misslssippi and reeognized that while rfea'rs of r'niscegena.tio-n wére reoted in the
| ‘Magnolia State's racial slrife. In fact, l_he roets of racism r_an so deeply that fears .ef
rni"scegenation.affected even Faulkner. Altllough his novels expre_ssed sympathy fer -
blacks and mula:tte‘sr and co.ndemned-white lynch mobs cennnon, in Mies-l‘ssippi, N
" Faulkner defendecl_ lynching in a 1931 letter to the Melnphis: Cernmercial Appeal. In |

- Mississippi, the ro‘ots ef racism ran dee]_;), deep enongh te tap a source of ambivalence

| in one of Amefié-a"_stlmosf racially sensitive euthers. |

Like Dixon_,' F:lulkner_ was nlso haunted by the sneefer of ﬁlécegenetion.'ln the

1850s, Wil-liam“Faulkner's n'ameséke and greal—grandfather, Celonel Williarn
* Faulkner, 'owned‘several slaves' all of whom the census agent liste'd as "bl'ack."25 ’_In

1860, the agent listed all of Col. Faulkner s slaves as mulatto As]J oel Williarnsen's

scholarsh1p in William Faulkner and Southern H1storv relates, the ev1dence stron gly '

% James C. Cobb, The Most Southern Place on Earth: The Mississippi Delta and
the Roots of Regional Identity (New York: Oxford University Press, 1992)..

% The Colonel actually spelled his name "Falkner." The author added the “"u" to
his name after joining the R.A.F. in 1918. To avoid confusmn members of the
author s family will be spelled "Faulkner ' :
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suggests that the Colonel had a "shadow family," a mulatto family that mirrored and
lived under the shadow of'the white family.26‘
Both Dixon and Faulkner painted portraits of southern culture influenced by

the reality and fear of miscegenation. By combining literary and historical analyses,

2

this study attempts to set their fictional texts in the proper historical contexts, use

their work as a model to define the fear and its psychological effects on southerners,

and present the fear's cultural rn_anifeStatioris, especially white supremacist measures--

segregation laws, social codes, and racial violence—fand' the sexual images‘ cast upon

b,lacks' and mulattos to support these measures. Strétchi'ng frqr_ri the 1900s to thé_

| 1960s, this stu’dy‘foc.usés on Fﬁulkner's_ Mississippi‘ but also cdn‘éiders Dixon's North

Carolina and the South as a whole. With an und'erstanding'that popular literature can

. indicate the fears-of miscegenation experienced in southern culture; this study

analyzes the evolution of miscegenation: how white southern culture perceived

miscegenation and how the fear of miscegenation endured. This thesis is

. straightforward: D_ixén's novels accurately reflected (and in many Ways. exacerbated)

the fear of ﬁlisCegenation; Faulkner's novels reveal the persistence of the fear through
time. Both authors wrote about the fear of fnisc_egenation. '(')p'e supported it, the other

denounced it. Dixon promoted the fear by encouraging white soufhcrnefs to believe

: that lascivious black men held responsibility for a "‘mongrei breed," whereas Faﬁlkner

wrote not 'oril_y to ~display the social and cultural effects of the fear but also to show

the true origins of Dixon's "mongrel breed."

% Joel Wiiliarﬁéon, William Faﬁlkher and :S'outhern Hiétofv_ (New York: Oxford
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The fear of miscegenation took hold _after Emancipation and shaped_south'ern'

race relations for the next century. During Reconstruction, anti-imiscegenation

. rhetoric rang throughout the South. Many white southerners saw blacks as inherently

inferior and thus miscegenation as inherently evil--one of the fundamental reasons the

" South needed racial segregation. For years, black leaders argued against doctrines of .

segregat1on based on rac1al inferiority. In a 1913 speech ent1tled "For Old and New .

Students " for example Booker T Washmgton told the Tuskegee student body that -

‘culture not race, created the differences between blacks and whrtes A mulatto

hrmself Washlngton saw two problems facmg turn- of—the century southern blacks: -
wh1te racism and black cultural "backwardness whrch strengthened wh1te racism

and hindered blacks from making positive advances even in their restrrcted

_segregated sphere. New to their relative freedom, Washing-ton claimed that blacks

lacked "self-control" and "some of 'thefundamentals of clyilization." Washington's

pull -yourself-up-by- the-bootstraps phrlosophy advrsed Tuskegee students to use

.segregat1on to refine the1r own values and culture in hopes of one day Jo1n1ng whrtes

in an integrated soc1ety». Washmgton s belief that downtrodden blacks exrsted as a
consequence of environment and not biology soon found a voice at Columbia
University.

Franz Boas, a Jewish immigrant who founded the American Anthropological

Association and the chair of Columbia's Department of Social Sciences, maintained

AUmversrty Press, 1983) 22-29.

? Emmett J. Scott and Lyman Beecher Stowe Booker T. Washrngton Builder of

a Civilization (Garden City, NY: Doubleday, l917) 231.
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that "the idea ofa "cultured' indiuidual is merely relative." He used thls idea, Which he
eoined as "cultural relativisrh," to assault' racist thought. In:'the, decade tollowing
1910, Boas began cultivating scholars--most, of \Izvhorn‘were _bla_ck_, itnfnigrant, or
_female--into a cadre that would eyentually dilute'the "scientific“ racist assumptions of
American scholarship and emphasize the sociological and psychological effeets_ of -
. institutionalized racism.‘By the 1_93(_)s', cultural relativism ‘gained:‘incr’easing.‘ _ -

acceptance; by‘the '40s, it inﬂueueed much of American ,public op.irlion.,28 _
~ As Carl Degler uotes,‘ "The Boas inﬂuenee upo‘n American.‘Soeiety can hardly -

be exaggerated."® Support for Degler's contention comes with understanding the

famous Brown v. Board of Edueatloh case. In the South, marly'\lvh_ites expressed
fears of rniscegenatiorl‘in their defense of public school seéregation; placiug white
| children and black childre_rl in the sarhe classroom, they s_aid; would'ouickly lead toa,
“southern race of ,"nlor,i.g're_ls.‘"joj.But"the nihe tnen Who ser‘ved‘.on the "‘S-uprerne Courtin
1954 disallowed race to setve as a means of legal discritnination. ’l‘hey'oVertumed
the "separate but equal" ruhng handed down by their predecessors in the Plessy V.
| Ferguso n decision sixty years previously. Boasian thought had weakened the ‘

scientific racism--Social Darwlm_sm, eugenics, and pseudo—s01ences like

. %Dinesh’D' Souza, The End of Racism, Principles of a Multlcultural Soc1etv (New
- . York: FreePress Paperback 1995), 144. - :

 Ibid.

“Albert P. Blaustein and Clarence Clyde Ferguson, Jr., Desegregatlon and the
Law: The Meaning and Effect of the School Segregation Cases (New York: Vintage
Books 1962) 3- 15 -




17

. physiognomy and phrénology--that buftressed segregation.?! All that was left was

‘ culture.

?erhaps if the ".'separate but equal” theory had existed in réality, then Béoker '
T. Washington might have seen the problem of what he calle.d black cu'ltural" .. |
"baékWardnesS" réme;died. -I;Iqwever, white supremacy--the other problem |
confrontiﬁg southerﬁ blacks in Wééhington'_s opiniqn—-cdﬁtinued. White politi(‘;al rule
over state goverﬁments ensu‘red'that blacks facilities never equale_d white facilities.

This was exactly what the NAAQP argued in Brown: the doctrine of "separate-but

-equal” was inherently uncquél.

" Their argument evidently struck a-chord with the nine Supreme Court Justices.

' On May 17, 1954, Chief Justice Warren an"nounced their decision: "Does segrqgation

of children in public schools s_olély on the basis of race, evern though the physical

faéilities and other"tangibl.é' factors may be eqlial? deprive ‘the chﬂdreh_df the

' fninofity group of equal educational opportuni_tes‘?"' he,askéd. "We believe that it .

does." In fine Boasian stylé, Warren insisted that to separate black children "from

. others of similar age and qualifications solely because of their race generates a feelin g

of inferiority as their status in the community that may'affect their heartst_arid minds

in a way unlikely ever to be undone."**White sout,h'efners_ vehemently denouniced the

Supreme Court as advocating miscegenation, revealing that their fears existed well -

into the 1950s and '60s.

* Thomas Go's'set, Jr., Race: The History of an Idea in Amgrica (Dallas, TX:
Southern Methodist University Press, 1963), 59, 401-02_. '
32 Blaustein and Ferguson, 120.
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Currently in Arherica, popular cplture seemingly prbmotés.and encourages '
| m'u‘lticu-ltqr'a_li‘sm, yet the Supreﬁlé:CQurt'lifted' the.‘ban‘ on interraéiai‘ ‘mai‘r'iégés" only
thirty years a‘go.l33- Acknowledging this élﬁft in é_ttitudes and laws, fhis st_-udy |
endeévc;rs to examiﬁe miscégénatipn as a pervasive idea: how.‘ s;outﬁern culture

grappled with the idea, and how the idea endured.

® Loving v. Virginia, 388_U‘.S,.1 (1967).
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' FORBIDDEN FRUIT

The sexial and socral constructs between whlte men and black Women '

| changed little from antebellum to postbellum South Although the outcome of the
o C1v1l War freed black Women from the. manacles of slavery and thus the ‘

‘ overwhelmmg burdens of sat1at1ng the1r masters they contrnued to prov1de sexual
outlets for wh1te men ln the Ji 1m- Crow -South. Black Women-apparently enJoyed some

: years of repr1eve' dur_mg and followmg _Reconstruct1on? but whlte men soon cast_thelr |

o ‘ehyes‘, upon them again.- | ' B | |
o During Reconstruction, anti';miscegenation fever ranhigh? and'as for-
' interracial sex, southern .white men literally practiced what they.preache'.d- Whites in -
| these years generally blamed the1r antebellum fathers for the South S demlse o

‘ '.slaveholders fell from grace by tastrng the apple of black women.> The antebellum R

L

o 'wh1te men's 1ndulgence in the forbrdden fruit of rmscegenauon brought Yankees to -

i the1r land southerners sa1d But thlS attltude soon passed w1th the entrance of J 1m ‘

| B Crow. Wh1tes accused black women of possessmg an allurmg sexuahty and °

R developed myths that turned black women 1nto lasc1v1ous anlmals Thomas D1xon s

- | ra01st doctrmes perfectly exempl1f1ed th1s development D1xon saw mulatto and black

wo_men as 1r'res1st1bleenchantres'ses who e'aslly led whrte men mto sm._ Thus; he.‘- Sl e

e 34Wllhamson, New People,' 87-92 :
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sugge‘s.te"d,_sleg're'gatidn was ne.eded‘to _ensure‘ tHat .w_h’ite'men wbuld never agaih fall
frorﬁ gréce. o |

T:w'enty years later, William Faulkner's fiction countered Dixon's. If
segregation was instituted: partially t6 prevent miséegenatibn, thén'it had failed
‘miserably. White men who lambasted miscegenation du_.r"ing the déy sne;aked to black
-l’ovérs at ‘night. For Faulkner, "the sins of the fafher" barely differed from the sins of -
the son or the graridsor_l. Southern white men in the '205; '30§,'and '40; still usea thgif
:‘ eqonom.ic leyer_agé to coerce black women mto bed. Théy still cast racial éspersions
| and created myths intent on hérmin_ g bIack.wo'r'nén ahd. safving their bwn imaée. - | _

Duriﬁg Recor'lsrtruétj(:)n, many southern whité nﬁen,‘,assuming the role of
' protectofs of public sexual morality,‘ pugishéd anyone who. dared tq climb over the
color baﬁier. Disséminatin g their anj(ieties aboﬁt miscegqnation, they planted both
physical and idéologicaI“ fear and watched it gerfninate. By ReconSﬁmétiqn's gnd, anti-
’ nﬁscegenétion thought had bloomed.. As Lawrence D. Rice observed, ftsr example,
anti-misc_egenatidn‘ grew uncont_rdllably 1n Texés z{ft_ér 1 879; The Texas press
covered e'Very_. incident of miscegenation w1th inflamed rhctorié. Ong'Texar_i at thi_s
- ‘tivme declaréd 'himself iﬁcomp‘eténi to serve in ﬁ jury hearing a miéceg'enation case by
stajcing that he encépraged lynching aﬁy whité fnén who Cfossed thé 1in§.35

The thte oﬁtcry concerning miscegenation reflected a ﬁew def_ensé of the
c,bior line. The dehoueme_nt of thg Civil War inﬂﬁenc_ed many white southerners to

see miscegenation as the sin of the South, the rcasdn God forsook them during the .
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war. "It does seems strange that so lovely a climate,'and coﬁntry, With a people in
every way superior to the Yankees, sﬁeula bei.ovel;run'.émd destroyed by them," wrote
South Carolinian Williem Heywafd during Reconstruction. "But I believe @hat God
has ordered it all, aﬂd T'am firmly of opinion'.'.. that it is tﬁe judgement of the
Almighty becauAse the human and bl.'ute bleod have mingled to the degree ithas in the
sla\}e states."36lHeyward ’was not alene.'WI;ite rﬁen who _fatﬁered rnulattes in the_
antebellﬁm Soﬁth,s&mbolized fallen engels, and the,ir-effspring symbolized the re'sultl "
of their fall from grace--the defeat and the sin of the South.

So it was in the Iaet, decades of thelSOOs.‘_White .'Southerriers, constantly
reminded by the ‘mulattos in ‘their presenee of their p‘re_sumed reason for defeat,
recognized the threat of miscegenation to eny new ett_empts of maintaining a white
supremacist society. Althou gh they ter:1aciously' I}ela fo_their beliefs in ‘s;tates' rights,
whites knew that the ratification ef the 14™ ‘Amendment .de'm‘and_eld ‘federal approval‘

of any new a&empts at establishing‘ white supfemacy. The Seuth hac_l “reeeived |
| sanctiop_ for its anti-nliscegenetien.iaws in 1877 when the Supreme Ceert decree'd that
vaarriage a.s creating t.he most important'-relatien iﬁ ﬁfe,_ as having more to do withv
th"e."morals and eivilizétion ofa p,eople than any etﬁer ir;sfitution Hes always'b'een ‘
'subject to the control of state 1egislatures."37 Many southerners; however, saw ar.lti_-r

miscegenation laws as too flexible. New laws were needed, laws that cdm_pletely

% Lawrence D. Rice, The Negro in Texas, 1877 1900 (Baton Rouge LA:
Louisiana State University Press, 1971), 148-50.

*%Williamson, New People, 92. B .
37 Allen C. Brownfeld "Intermarrlage and the Court," Commonweal 81, 5

February 1965, 609
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separated the races. To help ensure that white southerners never again fell from grace,

strict barr_iérs of segregation were enforCed.

To be sure, pervasive thoughts of racial purity alQﬁe d1d nét. Iﬁofi\./at_e thé
move toward s;egré‘gation. Economic as well as biological reasqns‘encﬂouraged whiiés
to separate the races.’® Many Derﬁobr.ats u_séd blacks ds a scapegoat for thé South's
egonomic woes, claiming that blacks Wére "absolutely vunfit" for paﬁicipatiop in-é

'capitdlist economy and their un"abated. c'c.onomic'pa_rticill_:)ation ﬁa‘d‘ﬁull”ed“ t_hé South

' 'irito'ciepression;w Biologically, however, ségreéatién depended on défin'itiOns‘of

‘whi‘te and black. With the high "num'befs of mulattos in thé' South, thé'definifians for

white and blacic were not cut-and-dried during the post—Recqnstruction yearé. In fact,

bécause of -mulattos, the legal definitions evolved in the 1890s. In 1895, South

- Carolina defined black as having "one-éighth or more n¢gfo blood." Similarly, |

“almost all thé southern states had mar'ginal d"éfirﬁtion‘s ranging frdfn,'bnefqﬁart’er' to .
one-sixteenth black anc‘estry.40

The Plessy v. Ferguson decision changed everything. With its Plessy decision

- in" 1896, the Supreme Court again sanctioned the South's attempts to establish white
_supremacy. Homer Pleésy challenged the Jim Crow statute that required racially

segregated seating on trains in interstate commerce in Louisiana. Plessy maintained

3¥C. Vann Woodward The Stran,qe Career of Jlm Crow 3d ed (New York:
Oxford University Press, 1974).
¥ Ibid., 73-81.
- “South Carolina Constitution, 1895, art. 3, sec. 33; MlSSlSSlppl Constitution,
1890, art. 14, sec. 263; Tennessee Const1tut1on 1896 art, 11, sec. 14; Florida
Constitution, 1892, art. 16, sec. 24
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that his -seven—eighths white ancestry .entitled hirn to 'rilde in the seats reServed for
‘u/hites. The Court, howe‘ver, denied lPlessy of that privilege, taking "judici'al note-;'
- that a black was someone with any black ancestr;'.41 The Plessy ruling lite_rally ..g‘av‘el )
the South a new legal definrtion for se_gregation enforcement. The definition for blach
| became the "one—drop rule.” No longer would South Carolina define bl.a.cks as
‘person_s with one—eighth black ancestr‘y;‘the Plessy dect_sion portended .the one-drop
rule 1n the Palmetto State. No longer would southern states'adhere to their ma,réinal |
definitions' of black; the Plessy decision 'foretold the. one-'_dror) rule in most southern
-states.42' |
. A new crop of racist southem Jeaders sprouted l'in the South to implernent the
- new det“inition of blackness. Political Ieaders like Ben "Pitchfork" T_illrnan from :
South Carolina and James "'The White Chief" Vardaman from Mississippi emerged to
preach about the horrors of "race dégeneracy."@ With'the ‘strict‘ raci‘al barrrer and the '
one-drop rule, the fear of f'passing'f cate to fruition._The ,rhetoric in .turn-oféthe;" ‘.
century newspapers pamphlets, and speeches announced the threat of ' passing as

whrte" or 1nvrsrble blackness." The antebellum curse" therr fathers had created still

: haunted'white southerners. Mulattos _wrth physically unidentifiable traces of black

“IPlessy v. Ferguson 163 U.S. 537 (1896); F. James. Davrs Who Is Black‘7 One
Nation's Definition (University Park, PA: Pennsylvania State University Press, 1991),
8-9: Brook Thomas, ed., Plessy v. Ferguson: A Brief History wrth Documents

(Boston: Bedford Books, 1997), ch. 2 passim.
4“2South Carohna ‘Civil Code, 1902; Arkansas Revised Statues Annotated

" (Kerby, 1904); Alabama Constitution, 1901, sec. 102. ‘. '
 “Williamson, Crucible .of Race chap. 4; WllhamF Holmes, The White Ch1ef

James Kimble Vardaman (Baton Rouge, LA: Loulsrana State Press, 1970) 89
Woodward Strange Career of Jim Crow, 71. ' ‘
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ancestry could easlly infiltrate their white World: With the obvious_ adt/ant'ages ot
passing for white, mulattos, Whitesbelieved, quletly slipped over the line. As
Willianison relates, the fear of invisible blackness fundamentally changed- the social
constructs of 'southern society. "The identificat'ion"of h'ew"Comers in B cornmunit)t Was
always important [1n the South] but as blackness drsappeared beneath wh1te skins
‘_ and Wh1te features it became vastly more $0. W1lhamson also noted that marrlage
"became a much more crucial Juncture in one's life. What if your son or dau‘gh_ter- |
, should, indeed,‘ 'marry one,' all unknowing and unawares?'.,44 Tust as ini Kate Chop.i'n's
1899 short story, "Desiree‘s Baby," the mistake becarne.aplparent only after a neu_vbom
 child appeared curse'd With the brand of slaVery n4s |

Although whites 1n1t1ally blamed their forefathers for affhctlng southerri
society with the curse of mlscegenatlon, they slowly transferred their resentment to
black and vmulat.to women. They still maintainedthat white men fell from grace,
precipitating the'pestilence of "mlxed breeds" upon the South, but they were tempted o
.by the forbid'dennfruit of the sensual black -Or‘ mu'latto woman.

Beliefs of prurlent black women Had ex1sted since the earhest contact between

| black and white peoples In The Whlte Man's Burden, Wlnthrop Jordan quoted
English travelers who met "hot constitution'd Ladles in Africa "with a ternper hot

and lascivious, rnaklng no scruple to p'r‘ostitute themselves to the Europeans for a very

44erllamson New Peopl 103. ‘
“Kate Chopin, The Awakening and Selected Short Stories (New York: Bantam

Books, 1992) 181.
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. slender profit, so great is their inclination to white men."* These beliefs tran'seende_d
- three centuries and .crossed an ocean. As southern whites saw her, the mulatto woman
of the early 1900s :inhe_rited "the hot and lascivious" t'emperk from blacks and some,
not all, of the intellect .fro_rn whites. This lethal cornblnation spelied trouble for
uhnsuspecting white men: the mixture of sexual and intelleetual tralts made mulatto
‘women irresistible seductresses. Perhaps no person embraced this image rnore deeply
_ _than Baptist minister and novelist, Thornas 'Dixon. |

In his first book, The Leopard s Spots Dlxon expressed his views on the one-

drop rule and the dangers of race mixing through Reverend J ohn Durham, a frctlonal
Baptist minister. "One drop of negro blood makes a negro, declared Durham. "It
kinks the hair, flattens the nose, thickens the lip... and lights the fires of brutal
passions." For Durham the future of the nation depended on racial inequality,
because the "begmnmg of Negro equality as a vital fact is the begmnmg of the end of
th1s nation's life." The "fires of pass1on runnrng through mulatto veins necessrtated

‘ segregauon, hecause, as Durham believed, "There is enough Negro blood here to |
make mulatto the whole Republic."" | |

With her seductiveness, the mulatto woman posed a prohlem for Dixon. She
easily lured ‘good white men into bed and error. Thaddeus Stevens, as Dixon

 believed, fell under the control of such a mulatto temptress. Stevens, represented as

% Winthrop D J ordan The White Man's Burden: Historical Origins of Rac1sm in
the United States (London: Oxford Unrversrty Press; 1974) 19.

“ Thomas Dixon, The Leopard's Spots, 244. )

48 Thomas Dixon, The Clansman: An Historical Romance of the Ku Klux Klan
(ergewood NIJ: The Gregg Press 1967), book 2, ch. 1.
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Honorable Austin Stoneman tn Dixon's second novel The Clansrnan, let down his
~guard and alloWed his rnul‘atto maid. to influen_ce the reeonstruct_ion'of the nation. In
. .The Cl-ansman, Di):(en devoted a c'haptef entitled {'The ’Fi’rst Lady of the Land"‘ to the |
mulatte: maid's supposed i.nﬂuence.“‘g o |

After the-assassination_vof Lincoln, Stoneman, ';the Radicat leader of

Congress,".wielded his political power over _the S'out-h With: Lydia Brdwn, "a strange
brown worhan of:sintster animal beanty. and the .restless eyes ef a leepardess." One
night at dinner, Stoneman appointed Silas Lynch, ene ef hish dinner ghésts and a
mulatto With the "head of a Caesar and the eyes df the jungl‘e,""as ngernor of South

Carohna "Lydla had called Stoneman s attentlon to this man S1las Lynch " With

Stoneman seated at the head of the table and Lynch seated to hlS left Lydla "took her“- -

seat opposite Stoneman and pres.lded over'th-ls curious group w1th the easy assurance
of conscmns power." n49 | |

Accofding' to Dixon, Lydia caused the "reign ef terror"_ over the pdst—v‘va—r
Sotith. "No tnofe cutieus or sinister figure eVef cast a shadow across the history of a
great nation than d1d this rnnlatto womanin the most corrupt .hQur_.o‘_f An1erican life."
Lydia's "sleek taWny face'Y and ‘T'catlike “.eyes" had ‘sedn.ced S—tonernan= into " gfippin g
the Natlon by the throat " "Did [Stoneman] aim to make th1s woman the arbiter of
[the natton 's] s001a1 hfe " Dixon. questloned "and her ethlcs the limit of 1ts moral

lawf)llso

* Tbid., 79, 93, 94.
% Ibid., 94.
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. For Dixon, the results of Reéonstruction ‘had answe,reij. these q;lesti-ons.
.Steveiﬁs had eaten the forbidden fruit, thch dulled his m§ral iritegrfty yand cl'oud'e.d
‘his ppiiti’dal judg'eméht. Under th¢ hypnotic spell of his mﬁlatfo maid, S"cé_.:vens |
unleashed horror and degrédatibn upon war-torn Dixie.l,].'But D.ixon did 'not‘grlitirely
blame Stevens for‘ his Reconstrﬁé_tion policies. Although Stevens-—likelso.r'nany white
southern men--fell from grace, he was, after all, rendered powerless to the temptation
" of the_alluﬂng mulatto woman. B
R Dixon reemphasi;ed .the thérﬁé of S‘é.Cililct.i.VC 'r‘nulﬁtto- Wome’n‘ in a lgater novel,

. The Sins of the Father. (Even the title suggests what many soufhemer’s maintained as

tﬁe, sin of the South.) In its pages, Dixon admitted that slave ownérs had sex with
slaves, but he héaped.blame on mulatto and u.ltimately black women fqr'tempting ‘
white men. |
As the story goes, Major Danigl Norton of the Confederacy-;éturﬁed horﬁe
from the Civil War, marrfed a respectable white woman, and fathered a.son, Thorﬁasﬂ -
His wife, unfortunately, sﬁffered a unnd_ﬁ_ear h;:r jugular from thra‘s'h'ingl duriﬁg thé
- pain ofn‘ labor. The ‘wound ';hreaten'ed té caﬁsé fatal dam‘age, but und_er"the‘ attentive
_ cére‘ of the faitﬁfﬁl black Mammy, death Was-temporarily avoided. All was well for
‘the Nortons until the bea;ltiful‘ ybun g octbrpon, Cled, was hired to hélp around thg
house. CleQ tried to seduce Norton once at hig office_'; hciwe\’/er, his‘. remarlgablé'
resistance to. temptation won, and he firgd her. In.her pg:rsistence, Cléo laté,r entered -
the NOrt_’o.ri home again to assist Mamrﬁy aftgr ers. Noﬁon gota chill. Norton

retuljned home to find Cleo playing with the baby, and in the presence of both his
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wife and the octoroon, dnly Cleo aroused him. Cleo's "cheeks were ﬂu‘shed, eyes
sparkling and red hair flying in waves of fiery beauty over her exquisite shoulders,
every change of attitude a new picture of gracefﬁl‘ abandon, every movement of her
body a throb of savage music from a strange seductive orchesf_ra hidden in the deep
woods!" Norto‘n, entranced by Cleo's "fiery beauty," sﬁccﬁmbed to te:mptat‘ion‘.5 !

* Mrs. Norton soon‘ discovered her husband's infidelity, but other characters
beseeched her not to blame Norton. The doctor who came to calm Mrs. Norton's
hysterics-assured her that with "that young anirﬁal plajing at your feet in physvic‘al
touch with your soul and body in the intimacies of your home, you never had a
chance." Mrs. Norton even learned that her fatﬁer died efnbrac_:ing a mulatto after her
mother called to console her. Her mother intimated that Norton "isn't bad. He carried
in his blood the inheritance of hundreds of years of lawless passion.” After her
mother's exoneration, Mrs. Norton saw herself as a "foolish wife," who "brought a

beautiful girl into her husband's house and then repented the folly." Although she

finally forgave him, Mrs. Norton suffered a relapse and in her dying breath pleaded

with her husband to "rear our boy free from the curse.” 52
Just as in The Clansman--and as whites believed, real life--the repercussions
of the "sins of the father" carried over into the following generation. Cleo bore.

Norton's daughter. Norton, threatened by the symbolic presence of his fall from grace,

sent his daughter away but allowed Cleo to stay as house servant, because his

d Thomas Dixon, Thé Sins of the Father: A Southern Romance (New York:
Appelton, 1912), 79-80. :
21bid., 123, 134, 137, 162.
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motherlgs_s son lov'ed“ her dcarly. 1%0',r‘ two decades, Norton and Cleo lived together 1n
: coﬁstant bitterness. Then, while qutbf; traveled thfough_oﬁt North Cairoi‘ina
campaigning to disfranchise blacks, Cl;:o invited hq daughtef to the house. ‘_'With‘o‘ﬁt ,
‘kvnowing'she was biac-k_ or his half‘-sistér, Thomas felli in'love‘Wiéhhe,rj. The cbuplé
Secrétly fnarri'éd before Nortén retﬁrned. Upon diécbyering hischildfe_n's fnarri'age,
Norton confessed Ieverything tQ his'v son, anci horrified ‘by Fhouéhts of incest and
miscegénation_, they agreed to a suicide pact. Norton succeeded, bﬁt éléo savgd Tom
by 'diéclbs'ing that Norton's re;al daﬁghter died at birth: Cleo hadltake-n' ina ;vhite :
'founciling'as her dau-ghter's substitute; ‘thu.s Tom Noﬁon's wi.fe was ‘xieit:l_;er»black nor

his sibling, and the marriage was saved.”

- By ohe;eadinhg‘, The Sins of the F,ather condemned white men ‘who practiced
miscegeﬁation in éntebell_ur'n'_]:)ixie. Norton's mistakeé led to the death pf his_wife and
: ev_entually .‘him'self.' _As Gilmore fn‘aintains, Dixpn_ never knew the truth behi‘qd the
,allggat‘i,ohs Qf th.e‘biracial man in"_New‘ Yérk. He név'er vgon.scious.ily‘"h,e'ld his father
're.spoﬁsible; S0 ﬁe created a fictiohallfatl_iér_‘ th éommitféd suipid‘et;sd'. ‘ T,he su101de
freed Bo&i the fictional ﬁnd nonfictional Thoﬁiés from the ta‘int‘of racial impurity.
A cl:-l‘oser reading, however, féveals that thé novei damnéd.'r.nula'tttd_ and black

women méré than whife men. Dixon explained Norton's infidelity with éympathy'.
‘ _Noﬂén. r.igh.tfully ‘endea_y'or'ed to disfranchise Bldck_s bu’t fell pndef Cleo's -spell,

| begaﬁéé the "history of the South and ;he'hii‘stor')":of sl‘avéry made sﬁcﬁ af‘p‘élradox

_inevitable. The long association with the individual nefgrio‘in the intimacy of home life

*For another synopsis of The Sins of the Father, see Gilmore, 69.




30

had broken :down barriers of personal Tace repugnan'ce."55 While Norton'e‘ lust i
seemed 'natural, Cleo's lust appeared,‘ Supematural.§6 She had "the slnister purpose of
a rnad love that had leaped full grown from the deeps of her powerful animal |
~ nature. 51 Dixon absolved white men and blamed mulatto women. Because of the
nature of slave_ry, white men accepted sexual in'vitatiOns'from black women. Because
women with any black ancestry had an "animal nature," white men could:leasily fall
prey to the sexual predators'a;gain.'58 Beeauée_miscegenation doomed the South '

. before, during, and after the Civil War, the South needed to separate the races-

completely to prevent racial mrxrng in the 20th century

In summary, The Sins of the Father promoted segregatron For DIXOII Cleo s |
seven elghths white blood meant less than her one- eighth black blood. Her
supernatural libido survived throu gh her slig_ht black ancestry, and it u‘ltrmately ruined
Norton. Dlxon saw black Wornen like Cleo as possessing irresistible oharm and a |
wanton desire for white-men,. | To .pr,oteo't future w_hite men from blaek u/omen, the
South needed segregation. Even more threatening than -Cleo uvas her sunpoeed.'
daughter. l\lorton--and even his son'temporarily--believed that Thomas's wife had
one-sixteenth blaek ancestry. .The poeslbil'ity of her black anoestry_ represented

"invisible blackness," ‘and Thomas's near suicide symbolically posed the question:,

Ibid., 70.

55 Dixon, The Sins of the Father, 36.
%6 Gilmore, 70.

7 1bid., 42.
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"What if your son or daughter should, indeed, 'marry o_ne,’ all unkncwlng and
una‘wares‘?"5 ? | " |

In the first half of the 20t century, "invisible blackness" created a deep
anxiety ln white southerners. Most whites, many of whom'cculd not confirm their
own racial ancestry, percel'ved pas_sing as white as tlle pri:mary threat to white
: supremacy. With the growing rift‘between black'and wblte, one"s racial identity, and
thus racial ancestry, assumed increasing importance..' Whites_lmew of examples-
where mulattos crossed the color llne:' the famous mulattc author Charles Chesnutt
'admitte‘d__to passing as white on freduent trips .to'I;Icr_th‘ Carolina; Walt_er_ White, a
blonde-haired, blue-eyed mulatt_o who worked for the_l..\IAAC'P; passed over vthe color .
N line to investigate lyncb'lng throughout ‘the S-onth:60 If they could do 1t, anyone could.
Indeed, .White estimated tnat about 12,000 mulattos passed".annually.61 Although |
even these numbers were inflated, many southern alarm1sts estlmated that anywhere
from 20, OOO to 30 000 passed annually The tens1on of "1nv1s1ble blackness became '
SO pervas1ve that even wh1tes assoc1at1ng w1th or showing sympathy towards blacks
were sometimes accused of havmg black ancestry

By the 1930s the trend had reversed. Whlte southerners behevrng a decade
before that thou_sands of mulattos annually crossed over the color hne, began saying

that "passe blanc," as they called it in New‘Orleans, had ended. In 1932, William

59 Wllllamson New Peopl 103.

60erllamson New People, 101; Walter Whlte A Man Called Whlte The
. Autobiography of Walter White (New York: V1k1ng Press, 1948), 3.
t“Whrte 11; Davis, 56.
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Watts Ball, the dean of neWspape_t editors in South Carolina,— trumpeted that "the

. .South_‘is on its gu_arct!"‘ He j.oin.ect othérs 'in_-declarin'g that the defunse of Jim Crow
over the ptevious furt}t yéars had sensitized whité SIOutherners'. to rec'ogni'zex even the
reruote_st uign Qf' blucknesu.63 | | |

Stuunch racists who assuméd pdtitical putzver _ar_ound the turu uf the century

-deserve recognition'for putting "the South...on its' guard In Mis_sissipp‘i, for
E ‘example James Klmble Vardaman—-representmg the state' "redneck” or':"podr‘white"
: c‘ont1_ngent-—surged mtu ppwer aud publicly v111fled blacks and miscreéenatiou, much
to the pieasure of his "redneck” supporters. Beforé Vardaman, lower-class whites |
tarély utilized what little pulitical influence théy tlad. The years i-rr_lmédiatély
followiug Recb_nstruction saw southern aristocrats control state" govemm.e‘nt-s.
thrpughout the ‘South. Befo-re; black disfranchisement, thu aris‘toc_'ratsf uéedj tue threat
of black politiual power to wheedle votes from lower claés whites, .remindiug? thém -
that blacks mightcombi.ne with some "outside" faction and outvoté theru-.
Simultaneously, aristocrats also gathéned black vuteé by playing on théir fuérs of
."‘r;c_dn.ecku."'For tht’ee -deca_de,s following Redonstructibn, this puliticaI mane'uyeting
elected patemalistip, aristocratic gov'ernoté'lil_cc Mississtubt;s John M._ Stone, Robert

Lotvery, Anselm J. 'McLau_ri'n, and Andrew W. Lpnéiuo.§4

“ Davis, 56

- ®Williamson, New Peopl 105 : ' '
.- % Albert D. Kirwan, Revolt of the Rednecks (Lexmgton KY Un1vers1ty of

Kentucky Press, 1951), 18; John Ray Skates and David G. Sarnsing, M1ss1ss1pp1 Life:
Past and Present (J ackson MS: Magnolia Publlshmg, 1980) 144..
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After the Constitution of 1890 paVea the way for biack disf?anchise_me_nt,
Miésiséi?pi's ariétocrats began lpsi_ng theif power. Mis,sissip_pi, "a pioneer" of
disfrgnchisement, as C, Vénn WoddWard put it, sfart:éd a chain—rcaction thrOﬁghout
: thé South. Mississippi's 1'3011-t’a‘x and literacy tgsts gave othér .so;lfhern states the
scheme they .needed to pre.vent bl‘acké frr'c‘>mv 'vot'iné. "Other states ela’BOrated the
original scheme and éd_ded dé\'/iceé 6f théif own coﬁtriving,." énd by 1.910, South and
North Carolina, Alabama, Virginia, Geo;gia, and Okléhoma,had efféctively a
decimated the black vote.®® Thrdpghout the South; po.or- whités turried their concerns
from black politicai power to biacks theﬁselves and to fhe aristpcrats who }lsual_ly
employed or protected blacks. Black.disfran-chisement gave way, in'J oél Williamson's
.;zvords, to "the risé of thé Radicalism," a schéol of thpught that envisioned_"ﬁéw"
blacks as fctrogressing into a néfurai state of savagery. Radiéél leaders like politician
Bcnjamin Ryan Till:man, women's rights a—dvc')ca'te' R_eBecca Latimef Felton, ‘and'z
ministér and Writer Thomas 'Di‘xén,. Ir. 1n31sted thgt no pl_a.cé .existed"_for; blacks in the .. | .
future Amer.ican or southern society.e6 -

James K. Vardaman also l'a'elong.ed.t'o thé Radical mold. By the turr of the
centﬁry, Vardaman, a product of the "Delté, had wafcﬁed the aristocratic minority rule- ‘
pblitically for ml:lch of hi; life, but'h.e knew how to usurp fheir poWer. Aris;oc’rats,'
like William Alexander Pércy,‘ saw Vardar_nan és a "vain demagogue ﬁnable tQ thir;k," o

but poof wﬁités hailed him as their "WhifeChief" who would lead them into the ‘

65 Woodward, Thé Stfange Career of Jim Crow, 83-85.
% Williamson, The Crucible of Race, 6, 7, 11-149.
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cépitol..6_7 Varda‘.rrian employed a hard—shelléd ra_ci_sm that gam’ej,fed support from poor
whites; 4hc rafeiy" missed an ;)pporturllity' to ehéourage whi.te_s to protect \;vhite
supremé'qy, even if it meant using physical force. .'.In1.904, Vardaman's racial rhetoric
“paid dividends: he wbn the .guberriatdrial race by a landslide.68 Vardafnan's victory:
‘symBoiized a temporary end to tﬁé péliticai i)§Wer of the‘ patemalisgi_é érisiocrats.
Since Re_constr’uction, the ‘feducéted;" and the"'.ignQ_rant" had engaged in a'political
_struggle cente.red on blacks. V’z_ird‘amén‘ and thc;, ‘.;ignorant" had won a_ battle, but the
aristocrats had not lost the war. _ |

The- politiéal fight soon shiftéd into a struggle to influence popuiar ..thc')u-gl-lt. '
Vardaman beli_eved that to keep powér frém blacks;;whc; ma_'de. qu a._'lrr'no‘é,‘_t 60 percent
-of Mississippi's totﬁl popﬁlatioﬁ--hé ébnstaﬁtly nééded to remind whi‘te"s-df black
inferiority.v _A major issue for Vardaman was m,iscegenati'on._- Personally cénvinc‘:ed
: that blacké belonged to an inferior r_aée, he feared that miscegenation debaséd white‘s.,
the ‘sup‘er‘i_or‘ 'ra'ce. Whiteé neéded tp 'maiﬁtain their racial integfity, ’beca-u.se race |
played the vital 'roie in human d.e:'\'elopme'rlt.' of céur‘sé, one Way to encourage racial
intégfity was through strict segregatioﬁ. But‘V.ardamaIi uncl-e;rs'éédd tﬁat é_ legal
barrier to inhibit miscegenafiqn--segregaﬁdri——meant little Without the pbpiﬂ‘ar white
'belief that miscegenation was fundamentally W_rong. Thus, Va_rdaman gained confrol
of a promiﬁent ] ackson pape.r, The Issue, and flooded Mississippi with anti- .j |
miscegénation pr‘opaganda; Under hi‘é iﬁffﬁen‘ce, The Issue ran weéklsl artigl_es s;uéh |

‘as "Sexual Crimes Among Southern Negroes Scienﬁfically Considered,"”

67 Peréy, 143.

o/
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' "can_nib'alism 1n Hayti','."and, “The Neg;o a Different Kind of F‘lesh."‘ One author
Vardar_nar._i,used tvas his good friend and _fellow‘radi.cal Thohlas Dixon Jr.%¥
A strong atistocratic eon_tinéent challenged‘ the inﬂ.uence 1n the sphere‘ of
'pophlar tholight of Vardzlmah arld Radicals like him. Some aristocrats, uslng‘
patemalism. beql_leathed to them by their aneestors, cared for blacl<s and sought to’
raise them into.-"civilizatlon." '.Because the _whiterhajority thsvarted original efforts to
"civilize" blacl<s these'aristocr’ats turned to elevating the "'ci'vility'.' of .whltes who
f01led the1r initial attempts Williamson refers to these aristocrats as "Volksgelstlan
Conservatwes " H1s term aptly descrlbes these aristocrats; f1rst they beheved that
God graeed all southerh whites with a umque- and valuable splr1t, a Volksgerst ;
secohd, they c_lirectlyv appliedHegelian ldeali'srh to southerh chlture; and third, their
- movement derived fforh _the southem conservati\te.raeial tradltion--those 'Who ‘
harbored pate_malistie sentim_ents toward hlacks.,. Williarhsoh claims that the
Volksgeistiahs "came to rdle the modern Southern world, not only in race, but in
€COnomics,. poht1cs educatlon religion, courts of law pr1sons medlclne | pubhc
health ph1lanthr0py, Journahsm folklore, and hterature 70 Although W1lhamson s .
. descr1pt1on of the Volksge1st1ans falls into hyperbole--the loss of poht1cal power by
these ar1stocrats for example eventually propelled them to fmd anew soc1al agenda
ot1ts1de the pohtlcal realm--he correctly asserted that they profoundly 1mpacted

southern culture: The Volksgeistiahs attempted to establish a more harmomous racial

“%Holmes, 89-109.
® Tbid.,37, 196-198. -
™ Tbid., 414-445.
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environment by inﬂuensing southern whites to accept paternali‘stic- att'i‘tl_l'd-es thrsugh |
education. |
The Wofk of Edgar Gairdn'er Murphgl relates the early effprt of Volksgeistian
Conservsti'sm. ‘M‘ur‘phy,‘ an Ei)iscopal‘-priest, began his efforts to imp_rqvé southern .
.race relatid_ns in 1900, the };ear after lynchinvg,r peaked in.the Svoﬁth‘. Murphy o'rgarijéed
a "S'outﬁerﬁ Society" to stﬁdy race prsblefﬁs. “The society soon organised_a "Rase |
Conférencs." Bringing a pantheon of so_utherne'fs together, Murpﬁy presided over the
conferensg, askéd_ Booksr T. Washington to ,sPsak, and admittéd sever.al" hl_indred |
blacks to hgas Wgshington‘s_words. Murphy declared the; cpnference ajhﬁge su‘cce,s's,
but acknowledged that souther‘n race. relstibns demanded more atténtion,‘ ‘pr'or'npting‘

him to.w'ri’gé the Problems of the Present South in 1904. 7!

In Problems of the Preseht South, Murphy argued that sbuthem whites needed

to nurture and encourage blacks. "If any race is to hve it must have. somethmg to'live
for," he 1ns1.sted A des1re for mlscegenatlon came naturally to southem blacks
according to Murphy, because Whltes suppfessed the ' ra01a1 1ntegr1ty" of blacks
makisg ’sh'éi.r "Worla wholiy sy_nc_>nymoﬁs with degencration. ..the w’orld of the white
man is the only generous and honorable world ‘Which [blacks] know.". After bIacks '

clifnbed the ladder of self-worth, Murphyv predicted, a synthesis of black and white

" 1bid., 415-417; Hugh C. Bailey, Edgar Gardner Mumhv Gentle Pro,qresswe
(M1am1 FL: University of Miami Press, 1968) 1-10. .
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cultures would' create in the South a life in which."its unity is truer and richer because
‘ [it 1s] not run in one color or expressed in monotony of form n72
Murphy also argue_d that the South must gi‘,ve 'latitude- t_o aristocratic_ leaders.”

As Mu_rphy saw it, an upper class that posse_ssed a rnoral _responsibility toyvard the
| ‘ lower-classes graced Southern society. ’l_’hey had a noblesse oblige, a paternallstlc

, attitude thatslavery created and Reconstruction'refine'd. Paternalisrn eXisted as "the
noble and fruitful gift of the old soﬁt‘h'to the ne\y,'a gift brought out of the conditions
"o'f an aristocracy, but responsive and operative under eyery challen ge in the changin g
condition of the later order." The paternalistic ldealisrn was, to quote Murphy,
"personified in Lee." Robert E. Lee, a paragon of the Old'South, shouldered
responsibility for the South's loss :with honor and never begrudged the North or,
blacks. After the war, Lee focused on education, becomlng the presrdent of
Washrngton College

‘ Like Lee latter-day patemalrsts focused on southem educatron Educatron in
the South had lagged behind the North and West in the 1ot century, but by 1900 the
: _'.South realized the 1deal of mass pubhc educatron Murphy clarmed that descendants
of the Old South who held t1ghtly to the values of their paternal1st1c forebears staffed '

the schoolhouses and in the schools they 1nst1lled whrte children, rich and poor w1th

the virtues of southerners l1ke Lee..

son Edgar Gardner Murphy, Problems of the Present South A D1scussron of Certarn ‘
‘Educational, Industrial and Pol1t1cal Issues in the Southern States (New York
Macmillan, 1904), 34-35, 274

¥ Ibid., 46-50.

™ Ibid., 20.
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‘InCrucibleof Race, Williamson ar"firrns that Murphy's analysis proved true.
“ The. Volksgeis't'ians played an important role in promoting education in both prlyate ‘
and public schools. At the college level,' for example, Vanderbilt, J.ohns Hopkiné, ‘
_Wake Forrest, Trinity College (Duke), the University of the South, V,irginia, South
Cvarolina, and North Ca‘ro_lin'a—'—all felt Vol’ksgeistian'inﬂuence'in the 20™ century.75
The ﬂowering of Old ,South paternalisrn in .'the New South produced writers li'ke WJ 7
: Cash and Ellen Glas gow who incorporated Volksgeistian thought into their texts.’®

" | Volks geistian “C.ons-ervatism. also touched Williarn Faulkner. ‘Although he
.came of age in Mississlppi while Vardarnan vyas governor, Faulkner_ seemed to
support Volksgeisfian thought. The Faulkner family held an aristocratic tradition »
since Wllhams great grandfather Colonel W1lham Faulkner arrrved in Mrss1ss1pp1
v'albout 1842. As mentloned earlier, the Colonel left more than an arrstocrauc legacy
he Jeft mulatto déscendants. After his wife, Wlllram's great-g_randmother, d1ed in
1847, the Colonel took up with one of his slaves, Eniline Lacy Faulkner. After

: E'mancipation, Emiline stayed with thé Colonel until his death, She died in 1898, ‘

leaving several children. AsJ oel.Williamson reveals in Faulkner in Southern History,
some mulatto descendants of the Faulkner line moved to Te)-\:'as,_l and's‘ome moved to
Baltimore and still live there today 7 But rnany'black Faulkner families apparently

- still llve in New Albany, Wllham Faulkner S b1rthplace Whrle researchlng

Mississippi, Anthony Walton, who calls himself "a black marn, recalled h1s rnother

75 W1ll1amson The Crucible of Race 423-449.
7 Tbid., 4, 437, 452-53, 459.
77Wllhamson Faulkner and Southern H1story, 41- 69
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asking about William Faulkner. "She was ta'king‘a- night—schoollcourse and wanted to
write aBoﬁt the Nobel laureate from her hc.)metown, New Alban-y.. " Walton

encouraged his mothgr to write about Richard Wright, J ;cl_mes.Bel_ldwi_ri, or Zbra Neale
} Hursto_n, blt,lt his mother informed him that "Wé'ré’ k1n to some F..aulkne‘rs." He
Iaug_hcd and told her thét "this 'Faulkne‘r' was wh@te."-i—Iis méther_'simply smiled and
retorted, 150278 This exchange'{viph his ‘fnother p;éﬁted in Waltdi{ a gfowing -
awé_rene_ss of the fine gradations of fabial _comi)l'ékity in Mississippi' apd throughout
.the South. William Faulkner had this 'awarenessvcon'c.é:rn'ing his own family and .
perhaps coﬁpled it with his family's aﬁstbcratic tégi,iﬁon to accept YolkSgeistian
Conservatism. ' o |

‘The 1948 novel Intruder in the Dust reVeals_the strdng Volks geistian iriﬂﬁence

in F.aulkﬁer's work. In Fhe story, a young white boy named 'Chgrles "Chick" Mallison

: jtﬁhed an old spinster of the antebellum aristdcfacy ngmec_l Miss Habersham to save a’
'_"mulatto, Lucés Be__aﬁchamp, from a lynch mob. '. The plot itself reflected Volks geistian‘
,_'ihought: Miss Habersham .imbue.d Chick with old South paternalism, and both of |
thém sougﬁt to save a mulatto--the id“ea‘tlh 'fépresentafion of E;igar Gardner.Murphy's

- synfhesis of white and black cﬁlture in .the_ Squ;ch.' Aftef their §uccess'in saving -
Beauéhamp, Gav_in Steveﬁs, aﬁ idealist lawyer a,ndl Chick's dﬁclg, waxed 1n fir'le-
Volksgeistian fashion on the fusion of bIac_:k anci ‘wh'ité, southerners: "We--he and us--

. shoiul.d confederate: swap him 'thé rest of. tﬁc écbriorﬁic and political and cultural '

priviléges which are his right, for the reversion of his-capacity to wait and endure and

® Anthony W.alton‘, Mississippi: An American J oﬁrnev (New York: Alfred A.
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survive." Then the S-outh,would rise to ité former glory. "Then we woul& pr_évaﬂ; )
‘together we wdull_d' ddminaté the United 'S,tates;' we woﬁld‘ present a front nbt ohly |
imﬁregnable but not evén '_co be threaté_:ned" by N oﬂﬁérhers who hav‘é littlé m corﬁmon
"save a frantic greed for money and a basic fear of a failure of nétional character | |

. W79

which 'thy hide frofn_ one another behind a loud Iipserviéé toa flag.

Steven's appeal for a confederation of black_ and white southerners revealed

" Faulkner's adherence to Volksgeistian Conservatism. In Intfuder_‘ in the Dusf;, the

author echoed Murphy's aspirétions detailed m _Proble‘rﬁs of thé Present Soﬁtﬁ.
Murphy hoped for a s_oﬁthem culture expfesseci not 'fin one color or...in fnonotony of
form." Similarly, F'c;ulkner'l_]oped for a fusion of 101_11tures, p.er'sonifi_ed in Lilcas |

' Beaucilémp aﬁd ideéﬂiied by Gavin Stev‘en's‘ 'desire: to "confederaté." o

- William Faulkﬁ,er had explored the.'icl‘éﬁ of miscegenatibn--é foffn ‘of Blacl;

and white fusion--long before Intruder in the Dust. -In the '30s, the ‘s‘a'me decade that

Williarn Watts Ball posited that whites knew a mulatto when they saw one, Faulkner -

 asserted preciéely‘ the oppc'.>sit'e. ‘In Light in Aﬁgust, Fauikner introduced Joe

| ‘C'hris.tn'las, a chérabtér_ Wlhm‘ never knew his tme récial identity. Christ’ma-_s. was ‘th-_é
progeny of a rébellioﬁs_southem white girl 'a_lrid a.camival_man 6f a.dgrk.er hue The
crux for Christmas concerned the u'nknov'lvn. race of his fat.he;,r. His fathe_,r could have
' ha_d black, MeXi'cgn,, and/or white éqcé§try, bu'; Christr‘nas never_knéw fQ:f sure. . '
Christmaé_meandercd aimlessly back"a'nd 'fortﬁ_ across the 'célor‘, lin:e.: |

‘throughout the South, eventually settling in Iefférson,_MiSsissippi.' Jefferson--

Knopf, 1996), 6-7.
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Faulkner's fictional name for his h'ometown, ef 'Oiford-—'was‘fsteeped in Dixoriiari'

racism. The fear of miscegeﬁatien pervaded the 'eewn. .In_ Jefferson, rumors about an
. interracialirelationsh_ip ruilned even its mese proAminent member.s.‘ Reverend Gail-

Hightower kept a black cook in his house for years. But aﬁer_ "his wife was dead; the "
~people seemed to realise all at onee that the negro was a woman, thatf he had that‘
| -negre wofnén in.the house aloﬁe wit_ﬁ h-ir'n‘au day." His Wife"s quy was hard‘ly'eo-ld -
' t;efore they stérted whispering "about hew he ‘h"z_id méde his wife.“. .commit euicide
because he wae net 4 natural husband, a ﬁatural _rnéﬁ,r end that the negre woman was
‘the-reason.” In tﬁe following days; the KKK fofced the cook to'.(';u,it and |
commanded Hightower "to gef out ef £0wn," but after his refusal, "a man feund him
in the woods about a mile from town.- He had been tied to a tree and beaten
unconsciousj.”got_ InJ effersbn—-a society where racial _identity assumed paramouﬁt_
importance and su‘spicions of nﬁScegenatipn'iﬁcurreel social ostracism--Joe Christmas

“passed as white. .

As Faulkner proposed in Liéht in August, segregation and fears of

', | miscégenafcjbn proved; in _effect', abeﬁrd; -I J oe _ChriStmase_s, \R}alter WHit_es, and _Charles
Chesnutts e%(isted throuéhout southern seciety. Even if "the South [v‘vas] on its guard,"’v
‘as Ball?boasted in '32, hundreds of years of race mixihg had created a coiorl_eés societ.y.,
. where, like Joe Chri_s_tmes, no one really, knew their racial i.dentity. The rﬁulatto v‘vitch,—‘
hunts proliferating throughout sohtherﬁ society uSﬁall); ended up in hypocrisy and

tragedy. Christmas, burdéned with not kn.owing,.lo'ol-'(ed for meaning in life outside of -

™ William Faulkner, Intruder in the Dust (New York: Vintage, 1991), 153.
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racial identity, but the constructs of southern society forc'ed him to choose either black
or white. When suspicions of his black ancestry arose in Jefferson whitesrooted him
out of his hideaways and killed h1m to erase the sins of the father Eventually, Percy
Grimm, a man knowmg nothmg about h1s past, killed Chr1stmas Grimm lynched
Christmas because he was black and not ‘whlte,bu_t Faulkner symbohcally crucified
Christmas;-a name obviously associated with .Christ—-becaus_e he was neither black nor -
. white. | |

Faulkner returned to the theme of racial identity again in the 30s with Absalom

Ab_salom!. Within Absalom, Faulkner took the sins of the father and combined it with-

the sins of the sons, grandsons,and great-grandsons_. Whil:e at }larvard, the novel's

.main narrator;' a_young white man from MiSsissippi‘.named Que-ntl'n Compson, rel'ated

" the story of Thomas. Sutpen and his single-minded pursuit to forée a dynasty in
‘antebellum Jefferson to his roommate, S_hreve McCannon. Shreye, a Canadian, kncyy-

_ nothing of the South, so he asked Quentin to ."Tell about the SQuth. What’s it like

there. What da they do there. Why do they lrve there. ‘Why do tﬁey live at ctll.f'SI

-Shreve's 'nationality held importance | If another pers'on' from any'part of the United

States had requested the same from Quentm he probably would have chosen a

g d1fferent story. As a Canadlan Shreve knew the h1story that shaped Amer1can culture .

from history books, not from living in that hlstory. Thus Quentin felt comfortable in

'choosing the tragedy of Sutpen to tell about the South...

8 W1ll1am Faulkner Light in Au,qust (New York: thage Books 1972), 65-66.
B W1lham Faulkner, Absalom Absalom! (New York: thage Books, 1986) 142.
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‘ Arriﬁving inJ eff_ers'on.with a eloud ef rn'ystery enshrouding' him, Thomas Sutpen
quickly married conc‘ei\ied twe children--Henry and J udrth-—held one hundred slaves, |
: 'and bu11t a beautiful plantatlon Sutpen s Hundred. His life seemed perfect untll Henry
brought home Charles Bon a schoolmate from Ole Miss. Other'than Sutpen the
o entire famrly--and espe01a11y Judlth--adored Charles In the next year, Charlés and - -
Ju_dlth announced their engagement. -Upon hearing the news,_Surpen 1nforrned his’ son .
of adreadful seeret: Charl_es Bon belo'nged'bo'_th to hlaek.anc_estry and the Sutpen -
family. o | |

Indeed, Thomas Surpen fathered Charles w1th an octoroon in Haiti. Upon
learning'df his wife's black ancestry, Sutpen repudiated her and their child and fl‘ed'the
island. For years the estranged son searched for his father hoping for the chance to
receive formal recognrtron When he discovered Sutpen Charles 1nf11rrated his half-
brother and -sister's 11fe_, behevmg that fears of incest and mlscegenatron woilld force
his father to acknowledée' him. Sutpen, h(.)wever, refused te give Charles any

- satisfaction. Sutpen asked his son to prevent the marriage. The dual taboo (as seen in

The Sins of the Father) torrnented Henry, but dne, as Charles intuitively disco.vered,
outweighed the other: "So it's the miscegenatron, not the. incest, Which yois cant bear_-
[Henry]." To which, Henry replied, "You are my brother." "No I'm not. | I'm the ﬁiggér o
that’s going to sleep with your sister. ‘.U,nle.'s':s‘ yoit stop me, Henry." With this | |
.proiiocatipn, Henry, who loved his brother but hated the hlack man in his presence,

| ordered Charles; to leave.%?

% Ibid., 285-86,
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The ordeal W1th Charles pushed Sutpen's wife into an early grave Sutpen
later son ght female companlonshlp W1th another mulatto He fathered another child,
reJected it, and died because of it.® ReJected by whltes Charles marrled a dark hued
‘ woman, became a tenant -farnler, an‘d fathered a "saddle colored" child, Jim B_ond.
Henry and Judith ﬂed-fro.rn_Sutpen's,Hnndred and inito hennitage. .Af'ter Sutpen's _

- death, they moved back to the plantation where they continued to hve a life of
solitude... | | | |
According to Quentin, that was the story of the S‘onth. After hearing- the stor'y?
‘Shreve, the objective Canadjan, asked Quentin, "Do yon want to knovsr-what I think?"

"No," Quentin said.. So Shreve told him.

I think that in time the Jim Bonds are going to conquer the western

" hemisphere. Of course it wont quite be in our time and of course as they -
spread toward the poles they will bleach out again like the rabbits and the
birds do, so they wont show up so sharp against the snow. But it will still
be Jim Bond; and so in a few thousand years, I who regard you will also
have sprung from the loins of African kings. Now I want you to tell me
just one thing more. Why do you hate the South? '

' dont hate it,' Quentin said, quickly, at once, lmmedlately, T dont

hate it,' he said. I dont hate it he thought, panting in the cold a1r the iron
New England dark I dont. I dont! I dont hate it! I dont hate it! **

Within Absalom, Absalom!, Faulkner applied' his fluidity of time_ theory,

where, in his words, "T here is only the present moment, in which I include -_both the

N

83 Wash Jones, a faithful ex-slave and grandfather of Sutpen's last child, shot
Sutpen after he rejected his grandchild. William Faulkner, "Wash," Collected Stories
of William Faulkner (New York: Vintage Books, 1995), 535 51 ‘ -

. Ib1d 302-03. :
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past and the future and that is etermty 5 Faulkner hnked the’ South s past to
Quent1n s present Quent1n carr1ed Sutpen s legacy (the story about the South) and his
latent de81re for black or mulatto women with him wherever he went. Sutpen haunted
Quentin.. Later, Quentin, tormented by what he knew of the past and what he thought

of the future, _cornrnitted suicide in The Sound and Ithe Fury.

Many literary.critics--Er'ic J. Sundquist, Walter Taylor, Cleanth Brooks--

" familiar with hoth;Ahsalorn, Absalom! and The Sound of the Fury generally believe
that Quentin’s suicide_resulte_d _from. the legacy of incest and h.isfeeling.s for his sister‘,'
C'addie‘.86 Although some evidence supports this'conclusion, miscegenation--the worst
of 'the double taboo according to Henry and Charles-';eventually.killed Sutpen, and
'Sutpen s legacy haunted Quentm Wrth thls in mind, it seems feasible that fears of

mrscegenatron not 1ncest afflicted Quentin and forced him to comrmt su1c1de If S0,

then ‘Absalom, Absalom! represented Faulkner's rebuttal to Dixon's The Sins of the

Father,

| Fault(ner's ‘analysis of miscegenation as a ﬂuid'constant through time hit the
mark The hypocr1t1ca1 Thomas Sutpens of the "New South" cont1nued to condemn
mrscegenatlon wh11e they spawned mulatto chlldren In both f1ct10n and reahty, of the - .
many absurdltres existing around the fear of mlscegenatron,_ perhaps this one was the

- biggest: although southern white men accounted most for creating and perpetuating

$James B. Mer1wether and M1chae1 Mlllgate eds,, Lion in the Garden: Interv1ews
of William Faulkner (New York: Random House, 1968), 70.

% Eric J. Sundquist, Faulkner: The House Divided (Baltimore, MD: Johns -
Hopkins University Press), ch. 5 passim; Walter Taylor, Faulkner's Search for a South
(Urbana IL: Un1vers1ty of Il11n01s Press), ch 7 passrm
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fears of m'iscegenation,thc}:/.also'creat-ed and perbetuated the source for those fears.
Mariy a sou_themvwhite man, ’Who'chi'de‘:d his father for meicéfing with black Womén_
by d_ay,, stole away to the bed olf‘a. biack lover by night. Sdme white men, hoﬁe{/er, ;
lived opénl}/'Wifh black wornén despité the facial barriefs. Writing iﬁ 1941 about the
Delta, William .A.Ievxand'er Percy told of his Aunt Fa,r;nie, v;/.ho."inf selecting her-_[dinn.er]
guests flatly re‘:f'used"to invite a i)rofnineﬁt plantér because he openly and notoriously '
livea with a_Negro woman." This 'pax;ticﬁlar planter "fouﬁd it-easier to 1’1’10\'/6 from the
community than £o live down the stigma or to acquiré a paler b()ls_-.ter-companion"."gé
But most vs./_hite men found .publ‘ic scorn a bad trade fbr a 'blacik.‘love'r, éo they tr'ie,d".tq
keep most of their interracial rclati.dhship'a.secret. Théi:r att_empt.s,l however, usuaHy o
proved‘ futile‘. _ |
B Alrﬁost everyone--blacks and whites; males and fema}es‘, ;dulis Aar.ld child;en—-
knew that white men frequently sOught bllackAcompaniOnshiip; Davidv‘Fultbn_, a black |
writer who grew. up in Wilmi-ngtdn:,, North Cardlina, recalled, "When I lwas. ‘a boy in
the south, the most popular. Negro woman [amo_ng,whites]'gf my town was the |
couﬁesan."’ In fact, many of the héu'ses _of‘black pros-.i.:itliti.on in le'nlingfon qatéred
only to white men, and, according to Fulton, the h(y)l.is,es(“madams'c_c')uld 'v'.cnt_er ény.. |
n88

store and r_ecéive more attention than the wife of a Negro legislator.

In Mississippi, white men held up the racial barrier with one hand_and lifted

up the skirts of black women with the other. In Caste and Class in a South_em Town,

¥ Percy, 9.

% Gilmore, 70.
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John Dollard wrote that although interracial intercourse declined after Reconstruction
"a r1s1ng soc1al pressure has brought people to exaggerate the actual decline in these

patterns since slavery days. "8 Asa youth in the Delta Cl1fton Taulbert observed that

"even though strict rac1a1 segregatron was the order of the day, it somehow slipped at -

night," because, as h1s aunt told Kim, ' nearly ever' peckerwood got a n1gger in his -
| closet."™® Endesha Ida Mae Hollandrecall'ed from her childhood years m Greenwood,
Mississippi that sor_ne black women -"aspired to become the woman ‘the mistress, of
- some wealthy white man.' Th1s was a fairly simple process ! I—lolland noted, "for
those g1rls_ that were h_ght enough."91 |

Perhaps some black or mulat'to women saw chances for economic or social
1mprovement when beddmg with wh1te men, but the structure of vvh1te supremacy
probably left most women ‘with httle choice. Dollard recognlzed that the economic
power of \gvhite men gave them an advantageous's'exual pos1t10n.9‘2 James Cobb came .

toa similar conclusion in The Most -Southern Place on Earth: "Spurnin.g the advances

~ of a white employer could mean the loss of one's job; if a white man offered money
- for sex, an 1mpover1shed black woman had to weigh her own feelmgs of revulsion .

agamst the needs of her famlly 53 L1ke slaveholders southem wh1te men in the first

% John Dollard Caste and Class i ina Southem Town 3rd ed. (Garden C1ty, NY:
Doubleday, 1957), 143. T _
, % Clifton Taulbert, Once upon a Time When We Were Colored (Tulsa, OK: Tulsa

University Press, 1980), 106. |
" “'Endesha Ida Mae Holland "Memories of the M1ss1ss1pp1 Delta ! M1ch1gan
Quarterly Review 26 (wmter 1987), 246.
. "'Dollard, 143.

93Cobb, 158. '-
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Hélf_ of t};e 2th ceﬁtury USe_d th'ei'r economic power to ehcoﬁrage or .coerc.e bla;:k:
woﬁen into bed.- The's_,ins of the fathe_f differed little from the sins of ‘t.he son or
grgndsoh. Postbellum‘white men experieﬁced the s;ame desire to sexually exploit
biack wqmeh 'iny their mids'F, and they used similaf‘ rmeans to satisfy thpse d_ésifés.

' Mahy of the old arrangements ‘bé;twéen white men and‘bléck WOmeﬁ sﬁr{/ivéd |
slavery. The unequ‘al‘ s_ocial and se};uél arran gcrﬁenté changéd little.v 'An'oltii, popular
Delta anécdote; as Cobb related, suggests the hypopriﬁcal néture of white mgn’s
sexual and social attitude toward black women. Two pléntéfs fook tf;eir sons to New ;
York to learn _thé wa&sof w’orrieh.‘The planters sﬁmmoned the bellhop and diféctea
hirh to pfo_cure two whores for each of them and to delivef the biggest.stéaks Fﬁe chef
could prepéfé. The bellhop retﬁmed with steaks for thé rﬁen a_ﬁd the prostitutes, but
after four black women Tang the doorbell, the planters 'hasti-l3‘r called the bellho? back
to fh,e rz(')or‘ri- and aiccos;ced ‘him; "Wﬁat do yéu‘mean, sqn? Don't you know we .(:z.in’t‘ e;at
with these women?">*

" Black women go.t the jéke;'thc black women intérvieWed by Dollard.
rec_ogniz.ed :the juxtaposition of iﬁfcrr_ac‘iél .éex and iﬂtgfracfal eating. "Rebeatedly, Ain.
dre_ains of Negro Worhen I'_ndticed,tﬁe manner in which eating with a v;/hite man
synﬁbolized othef ipti'rnaéies," Dollard wfoté., "Eating together is the sort of act which

can be done in a normal courtship situation and is a sign of legitimate social contact

which might lead to legitimate sexual contacté."'95 In the relationships between white . . . -

men and blaék Women‘, an informal engagement like dining together was forbidderi,'.

* Ibid., 158,
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whereas the intimate engagement.of intercourse Was 'tolerat_ed. White men accepted

biack vuomen to satisfy their.‘ carnal desire but rarely accepted any responsihie roles

that followed. For black women, leating with a white. man_Syrnbolized the persona1 _

: reSponsihility that he rarelytOOk in reality. | | N
. AnOther responsibility shirked by white men concemed mulatto offspring.

‘Like'the Sutpen's of old, southern white rnen of-'the'New‘S'outh u'sual'ly" refused to .

| recognize any biracral progeny Goss1p about the child's resemblance to the father. | ,

usually produced a dehcate s1tuat10n In one case, the strlking srmrlarities of a mulatto

child to his father prornpted the White man's Wife to persuade city officrals to forbid

the child from passrng by his father s house In another case related by Dollard when

'a black female cook b1rthed the son of a prominent white man and 1ns1sted on namin g

o her son after the father 1nﬂuent1a1 Whites forced her to leave town. By suggesting

that the child "could expect status classrfication according to its father which was |

1mphed in takmg hlS name " Dollard explained the cook "defied caste etrquette "oy .
] ackson, Mississippi, Richard Wright knew a black bellhop who lived with a_black

-~ maid. "Out of a clear sky the police descended upon his home and arrested him, |

: ac{cusing him of bastardy." Ailthough the bellhop swore that he nev.er had intimate
relations .with the maid, the police forced them into wedlock. "When the child.

: .arrlved it was found to be much hghter in complexron than e1ther of the two

| supposedly legal parents ! The white men around the hotel laughed heartily at the

% Ibid.; Dollard, 170-71.
- % Dollard, 142. |
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coupl'e's misforturie, spreading a "rumor that‘_some White covy must hayescared the
- poor girl while she was carry1ng n97 |

’ Many harsh Jokes and rumors spread about black and mulatto women
throughout the South Although mulatto women were openly admired for the1r light
complex1on before the C1V1l War whites derided mulattos calling them " r1ng
streaked and strlped" and yellow nigger[s]. 98 Ep1thets suggestmg a hybr1d nature.
h took deep root w1th Charles Chesnutt who 1nt1mated in his Journal that he was
neither f1sh[,] flesh, nor fowl.-"99»

The animal i 1magery of these ep1thets eventually translated into the _ ‘-

"muleology" myth White southerners often compared the mule--a hybr1d crossed
between a mare and a Jackass-—to mulattos. .Many Jokes and myths spun of this |
theme because the mule had no mule ancestors and no descendants L1terally, some
vwhites expounded that smce the 1nfert1le mule died, so too would the mulatto |
Figuratively, Edgar Gardner Mu_r_phy declared in 1904 that "the_p'resent evidences .of
racial admixture are due'not primaril-.y to'the period of slayery, nor chiefly to the
period of the present but ‘rather to the period immediately following the Civil War.."
lee Washmgton and Reuter years later, Murphy beheved that Reconstructlon

encouraged miscegenatlon because "the presence at the South of vast numbers of the

mlhtary forces of both sections--the lower classes of the Northern army demorahzed '

: o Richard erght "The EtthS of L1V1ng Jim Crow " Uncle Tom s Chlldren (New
- York: Harper Perennial, 1989) 11-12. . :
% Williamson, New People, 92.
® Charles Waddell Chesnutt, Private Journal, vol. 2, 3 January 1881, Chesnutt
Collection Specral Collections Univer31ty of North Carolina, Chapel Hlll
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by idleness, the lower classes of the Southern army demorallaed by 'defeat;~"‘minrgled- '
with -bla—cks during their moment of " greatesthelplessness Consequently, srnce the “
Yankees moved north and the Rebels regalned their sense of racial integrity, the era
of rnisCegenation? had died, and mulatto nurnbers would ineyitably dwindle.‘100 '
In the 2ch century, rnuleology remained a popular topic of eonversation. .
Sherwood Anderson recalled hearing Faulkner testifying to the truths of -muleology. in
the 20s. "I rernember, .when I first met him; "Anderson later wrote; "'when he had :
first come from his own little Southern town, sitting with hirn one 'eveni,ng:before:_ the
~_cathedral in New Orleans while he cOntended with entire :seriousness t‘hat the Cross
between thewhite ‘man and the,l\legro wornan always resulted',. after the first crossin g, _ |
in s_te‘rility." Faulkner then spoke of "the cross between the j‘ack and the rnare that l'
produced‘ the mule" and said that "as‘betw‘een the white rnan‘ and the Negro woman, it
was just the S'arne'.' n101 Naomi Zackseerningly su‘ggests that Faulkner rea-lly believed “ ;

in muleology.'® Faulkner, however, never'really believed that first generation

' mulattos were: infertile; his Go' Down, Moses delineated a 'rnulatto,family to the |
seventh generat1on 103 Perhaps pulhng his Ohio fr1end's leg, Faulkner as he did so
many times in his hterature captured the southern wh1te sp1r1t in his analogy of

: mulattos and mules.

100 Murphy, 272-73.
1ot Joseph Blotner, Faulkner, aBlography vol 1 (New York Random House
1974), 498. -
- 12 Naomi Zack, Race and MlXCd Race (Phrladelphla Temple Unlver51ty Press

1993), 126; Williamson, New Peopl 97. :
103 W1111am Faulkner, Go Down, Moses (New York: V1ntage Books, l990)
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' Phrases liké "neithe_r fish... nor fowl" and "ring streaked and striped" and
. -taunts like "mule" and "mongrel” suggest that whites perceived animalistic
characteristics inherent in mulattos. (Blacks usually endureded harsher names like

104 One of many characteristics, as whites believed, which

"beast," and "ape.")
scpafated whites frgm other "animais-" was the ability to contfo,l' 'sexu'al urges. As the
myth went, ahyone with blac'k‘ aﬁcestry.sufferéd frdrh uncontrollable lust, énd the
more "biack blood" one had, the .h'arde’r it became to ,éuppréss one's pruri”ent‘Cra-vings.
Dixon's belief in the feral sexuality of mUlétto women came thrOugh in.much of his
litérature:"Alohg with his ref:erer_lcés to éyes that réﬂ,e;:.t the "jﬁngie" and ;[he"‘deep

: woods,"l' Dixon referred to Lydia asa "l‘eopard'essv" ar.ld‘ Cil_e,o. as;' a "young eir'lima'll."'

Whites in the Delta quickly pointed to thé sexual pfoﬁﬁscuity of black

women. Hortense P_owdefmaker reported fhat se\‘/_eral ’Whi‘tes told hér about one

: ‘qondcr_,nned blaé_k rﬁan who asked for a female companio_ﬁ as his lasf request.
Difficulty surrounded securing a woman for the task until the ];)r_isone.f_ offered forfy
dollafs, and then a "loose" biéck woman sped to the jail so quickly th-at""th-e‘ _rést of the- |

, ._toWn'was 'rathér di_sgusted by her ‘<')pén_énd indecorous haste."% Tn ‘another‘ex_ample |

offered by Dollard, whites joked that a black Woman éppeafed in cdurt and told 'Fhe

. judgé léhe was é widow of ten years. Thé judgé loo.k_ed‘be'hind the woman to see a

row of children, many of whom looked younger thén ten, and asked "Whose children

14 "Mongrelization"--a l1ngulstlc expressmn for mlscegenauon commonly used by
whites--also suggests that whltes assoc1ated ammal characteristics to blacks and
mulattos.

15 Hortense Powdermaker, After Freedom: A Cultural Studv in the Deep South
(New York: Random House, 1968) 167-68.
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ére these?" After the woman said they belonged toher, the judée.exelairhed, "What,
you say these are your children!"-"Yes, sir," the woman replied, "I said,' 'He's ri_ead,h
not T'm dead""106 | |
_ Myths of black sexuality floated so freely in the South that rrian}r wh1te men

saw black women only. in sexual terms As boy in MlSSISSIppl Wilhe Morris believed
on-ly black women had sex with white men "just for fun," beeause only they
possessed "the animal desire to submit that vi/ay." Black women remairied "a source
of constant exeitement and sexual feeling.;' in Merris' life, filliné him -with "fantasies‘
and da‘yd.r,earn‘s"n' and "delights and‘wonders.."lo? The prei/ailing-niyths:aihout black
wormen's sexuaiity conditioned s_outherners'li'ke Morris to see.bl‘ack women es purely
sexual objects, They- existed to-satisfy the desires of many sduthern:vsr'hite' rrieh. This
rei)resentatidn rhade the fear of miscegenatioh an absurdity: the same defender.s. of the
one- drop rule and race purity sexually exp101ted black females.

o After tracmg the stereotype of the unchaste, lusty black female back to the

earliest European-African contact, Wmthrop J ordan concluded that 1deas pers1st

according to the measure of their deep-reotedness in psycho-social necessmes." 108
Like the English travelers who saw-"hot constitution'd [black] Ladies," southern white
men molded an image of black and mulatto women out of "psycho-socia_l'; necessity.

White men n‘ee_‘ded to create an image of iriherentiy lustful black women to absolve

' their fathers an‘d to justify the younger'rriulattos in their presence. A"rg'uingf for

106 Dollard, 139
1 Willie Morris, North toward Home (Oxford MS: Umver31ty of MiSSiss1pp1

Press, 1982) 79.
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| ’segregation, Thomas Dixon depicted black women as. lascivious animals who
sexually hypnotized white men. Perhaps, in doi‘ngso he freed his father from the
guilt of miscegenation, but he most certainly exonerated whrte men of h1s generation

| by perpetuatrng the myth of black female lust. Thomas, in The Sins of the Father

survived because he remained true to hrs race. Lucklly Thomas, as Dixon proposed,
grew up after slavery. "The l‘ong association [in slavery_-]‘ with the individual negro in -
‘the lntirnacy of _home life" had ended. A new syst'e'm-_-segregation-"-would create
born‘-again white men like Thomas who held tenac:jously fto their "personal r-aCe
' repugnance " For Drxon Jun Crow stopped the sins of the father" 'frorn passing to |
later generatrons but those sins in erham Faulkners nor/els trlckled down to the |
sons and grandsons. | | |

' .'Thornas Sutpen left a legacy that continued to haunt Quentin Compson. The
taboo of rniscegenation and denial of violating that-taboo brought 'Sutpen.to a tragic,
but Justlflable end Recognizing that Sutpen s tragedy exrsted in h1s South left
Quentrn reehng in his own denial: "I dont hate [the South]' I dont hate it!" L1ke their
jantebellum forefathers whrte men clung to rrdrculous myths llke muleology to pacrfy -
_permanent threats to'therr whrte socra‘l order. ,Moreo_ver,_ by _v1ew1ng black women as :
mere sexual objects, white men rejected the resPonslbllity of acceptlng their
1lleg1t1mate offsprlng or g1v1ng their black lovers socral equality and enforced the

- one- -drop rule These beliefs helped salvage the image of white men who used the1r

%Jordan, 19.
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economic or physical power to sexually eXp_Ioit vulnerable black women and maintain

white supremacy. -
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'LOVE ‘EMAND LYNCH ‘EM. _

In September 1908 a local paper advert1sed that Thomas D1xon s play The ' .‘ i
Clansman was com1ng to Oxford M1ss1ss1pp1 A month later it debuted at the local |
. -opera-house owned by J ohn Wesley Thompson Faulkner‘ His. grandson‘ eleven—year '.,,‘-.
“old Wllham Faulkner usually p1cked h1s seat for the house events and D1xon S drama
. proved no exceptlon 109 The Clansman had a lastrng effect on young Faulkner The |
N themes the future wr1ter recelved from the play eventually seeped 1nto his llterature |
‘ provokrng- h1m _to spin a sou_t-hern yarn-'reﬂectl_ng whrte ‘southernerslrmmers_ed ‘1n PR
: sexual and racial pa_ranoia. ' | c | |
| , “Thc.paranoia had its roots w1th earli'est'whi_te/black contact Slmﬂar fo thelr R |
: pervasive ideas concernrng promiscuousiblack women white men 'harbored-bel‘iefs; of ' ‘\ -
' -lustful over—sexed black men. As Jordan noted exaggerated bellefs -of black men 'S’ '_.-,f“ S
sexuahty predated Amerrca s settlement and followed the slaves via the Mlddle : o |
Passage The Enghsh travelers who spoke of "hot constltutron d" -Afrrcan women also :

spoke of Afncan men w1th members of extraordmary greatness.‘ T'he abnormal a

H length of black men's pemses became commonplace in Great Brrtarn and North

,v Amerlca by the 18t century, hi ghl1ghted Just1f1cat1ons for slavery in the 19t century, v _""..'.ﬂ B

“_09‘Wiillla;rnsbn;.'Faulkner and Southern I*'I‘istorv:,_‘ 162. T
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“and remained a Viable. and deep-seated ideolcsgy’f-qr'wh'ite southerners in the 20
century. 1 | | |
Southern white m_en-'discus.sed the 1ength of black men's penises with.a

co%hbination of fascination, éﬁvy, and aﬁxiety. One Delta planter who burst into i_a‘ |
- sharecropper's cabin told Dollafd about a black man prepariﬂg for sex. .T.he‘ plén,ter,
‘ sho'cked by‘._the p;opitious size of the biack mén‘s p_enjs, "gave an indication by his
' afrn and cleﬁchcd fist of 1ts gréat length .and 'diameter.-"' Beliefs in the gfeatness of
blac'k men's génitali‘a were .wides,_prééd in the belté-, and lqcal legend stated that
phys'icz;ll- examinations cqndthed in 1917 éanirmq_d‘ their beiie’fs..111 , o

,‘ ‘Concomitant to .penis sizeﬂ was virility. In thls regérd, black men alsd held a
mythical super-sexual status. One local jailer io_ld Dollard of a black man who
- requested fe;malc;, companionship the night be_foré his execﬁtion. Local,c.usvtc')‘m-bound
_foiéials to procure é woﬁan wlilo’béc.ided wif_h the.c.:qndemned man on his'laét ﬁight. '
He'hanged the next morning, but his hanging made%' Iess of an impression;on,lqc_al'
white men'than his "virility-in-the-face of dea-th."l%z "

) Differing‘ little, if at,élll',.from slavefy; beliefs Qf blagk mén's largé_ penis .siz'_e
. and sexual potency cféate_d With'in postbcllufil Whlte men fﬁe néed t.'(_)_kevep black men
physically separated from wh"ité women. Since slavery, .south.ern white fnén had |
rgbuilt aracial hierarchy on Which they éat atbp, but'storiés of _blat;k men's sexuality

proved problematic. In regards to sex, many white men believed themselves inferior

19 Jordan, 19, 82. -
M Pollard, 161.
12 Thid., 161-62; Cobb, 157.
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‘to black men. John Griffin, a white reporter who posed as black while'traveling‘
through the Scuth, noted that white men showed no compunction 1n apprcachiné him
with their lewd intefpretations of black men's sexuality. White men "‘ap'peared' tc
think that the Negro [male] has done all of those spec1al' th1ngs they themselves '
never dared to do.. .they carry the conversation into the depths of deprav1ty nl13 |

The sexual inferiority complex from which white men suffe_red manifested in ‘

several ways. One way was to sleep with black or mulatto women; perhaps

psychologically struggling with their perceived shortcomings, they violated the taboo

they created by trying to prove themselves sexnally comf)etent with females of the

lower caste. Another manifestation was segregating black men from white women.

Thinking black men possessed superh_uman- sexual qualities, white men said that sex

| between black men and white‘Wcme_n would put the WOman throughterrible agcnyj |

‘and ruin her "socially."' Many white women, hcwever, wished nct to participate in the
sekual segregatlon. | The myth.s of-black men's genercns endo‘wmentfan-d virilityfthat |
ﬂoated around white male circles bernieated white female circles; imbuing some |

white women with the need to discoVer for themselves.

For social as well as psychological feascns, white men endeavored to prevent '

any sexual contact between white women and black men. Sex with white wctnen :

represented the ultlmate symbol of "soc1al equality” for black men. As long as |

m1scegenat1on was limited to wh1te men and black or mulatto women, then wh1te men )

' could eschew black calls for soc1al equahty Sutpen could always repud1ate h1s

‘13 John Griffln,_ Black Like Me (New York: Signet Books, 1963j; 86:
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‘mulatto son, bl_l’s the mother of Joe ’Christmas had to acknowledge her chlld Faced .
with an imbroglio of ‘thei‘r“'making‘, white meﬁ attempted to fo‘_rge' iden.tities_ for. both
white women and black fnen. White women, in the minds of white men, Were chaste
and racially eohscioqs, physically repulsed by black men; Similar to biack women,
‘black men were licentious beasts. From this pSychologieal cOnstruclt.i.e'n e-ame' an
integral componeht of ‘the fear ef miscegenatioﬂf-the paréno_ia of én omniﬁreseht :
black rapist. : | | .
The white paranoia of an _omnipre.sent‘ black rapist:has ehallenged ma;iy

‘scholars. Most cite the controversy over the Dyer (Feeieral Anti-Lynehing) Bill, the

- inflamed rhetoric -of Radical Demoerats,.aﬁd the emergiﬁg popularity of the Ku Kiux -
“ Klan during the fir'st‘: .'Recenstruc,tiosl and aéein' in 1915 .tlo reveal the paranoia, but

. with the exce‘pt-ien of J oel Williamson, scholar_s usuelly leave the media of soﬁthern
fiction untoﬁehed. In ﬁis work, Wiiliamson gives credence to T hoﬁlas lll)i)_con for
accurately expressing white fears of black rapists.r14 Dixen’s novels The I_Jeop_. ard's

Spots and The Clansman--which became the play and the basis for" the movie "Birth

-'c_>f a Nation";-diagnosed lascivious black men as an acute southern problem. Writing

to defend the SQuth, Dixon represented lynching as the most effective method to

prevent black men's prurient desire for white Women. However, in William Faulkner

" - and Southern Fiction, Williamson conc,ludes a subchapter devoted to"._lynch.in‘g' by
_sa'yiné that by "the 1 92_0s the uBiqu’ito‘us blaek beast rapist was virtually lost to the

| white r_ﬁind, and eertainly the history books," an irohy given that Faulkner helps to

l-“‘‘Will.ialms‘on,' The Crucible of Race, ch. 5 passim.
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prove the belief..transcended the 20s.'"? 'F'aulkne:_r's' "Dry September” ‘(193 1) and ggm
in August (1932) reyeal that uvhite beliefs of the "ubiquitous black rapist" existed in -
the '30s. | | |

A In Williamson‘s defense, the number ef black lynching victims de.clined in the
- '203 and much of the frery racism preached by radrcal southerners l1ke Dn(on faded
But the lynchrngs of blacks sllghtly swelled again in the f1rst half of the '30s, and
perhaps due to fears of federal 1ntervent10n the racist rhetor1c submerged from public
' vo1cesto pr1vate opinions. The paranoia nevertheless pers1sted' through the '20s and
into the '30s, and with Faulkner's aid, this chapter atternpts to expose its existence in

southern white minds and procure it for the history books.

Table 1. Lynchings, by Years and Race 1924 35

Year Whltes Blacks ~ Total
1924 0.~  .16. - 16
1925 0 17 - 17
1926 7 23 30
1927 0 16 16
1928 1 0 - -1l
1929 3 7 10
1930 1 20 .21
1931 1 12. 13
1932 2 "6 8
1933 - 4 24 - - 28
1934 0 15 15
2 18 : 2011

1935

115Wllhamson Faulkner and Southern History, 163 _

116 Jessie Parkhurst Guzman, ed., "Lynchmg, the Second Reconstruction and the
‘Great Migrations," Racial Violence i in the United States Allen D. Grimshaw, ed
(Chrcago Aldine Publlshlng, l969) 56-59. .
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The history books already doeﬁmeht' the ear‘ly DiXoﬁian influence :c;_h

'Féulkner. Before The Clansman came to Oxfo‘rd, Fau‘lkner knew of Tﬁ_omaS Dixion; 4
three yeérs earlier hivs teacher gave him a copy of Dixen'é r}oVel, The élénveman,_es a "
gift.‘117 The novel would have, given Faulkrier a por‘trﬁif of Dixon's South, -vyhere N " .
white seuthernets suffered emotionally and e'eonemieally du.rin'gReeons'truct.ion-,
' where a sexually wanton mulatto led inruly blacks in the legislature, and where (Gus‘,
a ‘elack aﬁny .c'aptain, raped a white me‘ther and her‘deug_hter, But if F‘éulikner' had not

' reed the nevel, then he cer‘tainly."saw Di‘){eﬁ'e South m the play. As he Watched the

- Klansmen lynch Gus, surely Faulkner recalled a ‘sinllilar- scene in Oxford seven‘we'eks
before the play arrived, when towriSmen‘ rallied to. lynch Nelse ~Pattop.l.18 |

| Faulkner's grahelfather knew The Clansm'a.n would dr'aw..'a crewd; D'ixon's‘ play

resembled the racial turmoil recently experienced in Oxford. O.ny September 8, Mrs. _ .
Mattie McMilian's husband, a prisoner in the ceunty jail, sent e message to his- Wife

via Nelse Patton, a biack pfisonef trustee. As the J ack_son Dailv Clarion-Ledger

reported, a drunken Patton arrived at the McMillan house, delivered the message, but
then refused to leave "after his animal passion was aroused."'! The Lafayette

County Press claimed that Mrs. McMillan went for her gun, convinced the black

nry oseph Blotner Faulkner: A B1ographv, One Volume Edition (New York
Oxford University Press, 1974), 20. ‘

U8 The spelling of Klansman obv1ously differs from Dixon's Clansman Dlxon -
probably sought to relate what he perceived as the chlvalry of early Klansmen w1th
the Highland Clans of Scotland.

19 Jackson Daily Clarion-Ledger, 10 September 1908 1.

"9 afayette County Press, 9 September 1908, 1..
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"dééperado" meant to rape her.‘ According to the Press, what followed was one "of
‘. the coldest blo‘oded murders and most brutal crimes'known to the criminal

‘ c.alendar. .I -a black brute of unsavory reputation.. .attaoked. ..a respected white
woman, cu.tting her throat from ear to ear."120 |

The ev1dence clearly pointed to Patton as Mrs. Mchllan 's klller a tmy shard
- of metal removed from one of her vertebrae matched a gap in h1s razor. N early 2000
people gathered around the town square after Patton's arrest. Some citizens of Oxfor.d\l
~ “asked the mob' to disperse, but forrner U.S. Senator W.V. Sullivan encouraéed the
‘'mob not only'-to s'tav butalso to lynch Patton. Convinoed by Sullivan's diatribe, the |
mob broke into Patton's cell ‘with crowbars and;picll'(axes--a job conSUming'four ‘and

| | one-half hours. Once the cell door hwung free, ";26 pistol shots vibrated throughout .
the corridors of the solid jail, " related the Press, "and when the smoke cleared away
the limp and lifeless body of the brute told the story The body was hustled down
stairs to terra—flrma the rope was produced and the drag to the court house yard
began."!2! ‘Fmally, the mob castrated Patton, hung his naked corpse from a telephé'ne
pole, riddled the lifeless body with a few more volleys, "dispersed andC.)xford was.

- quiet agam "122

121 Ibld .

12 Memphis Commercial Appeal, 4 September 1908, 3. For other accounts of the
Nelse Patton see Williamson, Faulkner and Southern History, 163-171; J oseph
- Blotner, Faulkner, A Biography, vol. 1, 113-14; John B. Cullen and Floyd C. -
"~ Watkins, Old Times in the Faulkner Country (Chapel Hill, NC: University of North -
Carolina Press, 1961), 89-93; Taylor, 14-15; Arthur F. Kinney, Go Down, Moses:
The Miscegenation of Time (New York: Twayne Publishers, 1996), 24-26, 136-41.
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The jail and town square '.we_re‘ not far from I;"_aullr.ner's bedroom window. '
| .Williarnson believes 'it is imhoSsihle to irnagine that [Fau‘lkner] failed to record' and
~ retain every detail of the [ljnch_ing] that came to his senses.'.'123 éurel)r he heard the
‘ haranguing ex-‘senator the screaming rnob- and the shots fired in the jail andi-square.
Perhaps he saw the drama unfold but he, like every Oxford citizen, undoubtedly saw
the graphic denouement in the moming Nelse Patton's naked castrated and
mutilated corpse sw1nging from the telephone pole. |
" The Nelse Patton lynching fit neatly into the pattern of lynchings occurring in
‘the South and, especially, in the Mississippi Delta. According to e‘-/ildence i)ublished
hy the NAACP in 1919", at least 293 lynchings hapoened in MissiSsippil—niore than
any other state——from- 1l389 to .1 .909.‘ : During these 'years the seventeen counties of the.
' Delta accounted for over 30% of the lynchings for all of MlSSlSSlppl s eighty-two |
counties.'?* The Nelse Patton lynching was not unique In fact further investigation
into the incident prov1des insight into the southe'rn lynching phenornenon as a.whole.
- Two primary beliefs surround the rash of lynchings in the South First
lynchings were the handy-work of the lower orders of white southern soc1ety, the

"poor whites " Second, lynchings occurred to defend against rape or atternpted rape

In Lanterns on the Levee, William Alexander Percy depicted his father, Leroy, and

other aristocrats as defending blacks against racist poor whites. Percy blamed the

12 'Williamson, Faulkner and Southern History, 159: -
124 NAACP, Thirty Years of Lynching in the United States, 1889-1918 (New
York: McGraw Hill, 1919), 74-79; the statistics compiled by the NAACP were
. broken down by county by Professor Neil McMillen, University of Southern
‘ MlSSlSSlppl and given to Cobb The Most Southern Place on Earth 91.




64

‘racial violence on "the law1essness and hoOdlumism of our uneducated whites They
were the sort of people that lynch Negroes, that mistake hoodlumrsm for wit, and
cunning for intelligence."'? Percy's view of aristocratic protectors versus pOor white

lynchers echoed W.E.B. Du Bois' assertions in Souls of Black Folks. Writing five

years before the Patton lynching, Du Bois‘believed poor whites or the "ignorant

- Southerner," as he co1ned them "hate the Negro " but "the sons of the masters made
a concerted effort "to protect the'Negro .in property, life, and l1mb w126

The Patton lynch1ng, however was not an act performed by only ' uneducated

whites." Ev1dently, not all arrstocrats accepted Volksgeistian thought and maybe not

all Volksgerstlans escaped the paranora The Lafayette Countv Press article related a

public effort, and as its reporter saw it, "the public had done therr dut'_y_."lz7 A A

' Sullivan, a so‘n ofa master and -certain.ly no "ignorant Southemer;" led the lynch mob.
Sullivan graduated from Vanderhilt in 1875 and'becam'e a lawyer', 'By 1 890, he

| moved vinto‘ Okford’s social elite. In 1897' Sullivan won'a seat in the United Sta_tes '
House of Representatlves and after the death of Senator Edward Walthall in the

: followmg year the governor appomted Sullivan to serve in Walthall‘s stead until the

term ended in March 1901. Following his Senate tenure Sullrvan returned to Oxford |
and reinstated his law practice._ Ironically, Nelse Patton belonged' to. Sullivan's

clientele.'”® Sullivan's professional relationship with Patton did not abate his effort to -

125 Percy, 228, 149, 20 .
_ 126 W.E.B. Du Bois, The Souls of Black Folks (New York Signet Classic, 1969),
92-93; Taylor 6-10. ‘
127 T afayette County Press, 2.
'8 Williamson, Faulkner and Southern Hrstorv, 159-60.
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lynch hfs-client. Sullivan, a man supposedly committed to th.e_.faw,v overlooked
‘ Patton"s'rjght to atrial. Outside the jail, when some 'Iarominent OXford citizens |
(perhaps expreSsing their nobl‘esse oblige) explained that Patton cou‘ld have kifled
‘Mrs. McMrllan in self- defense Sulhvan convinced the ‘mob that Patton tried to rape
‘h1s victim.'? On the followrng day, Sullivan boasted of hrs part in the lynching: -
"When I heard of the horrrble crime, I started to work 1mmed1ately to get a mob I
led the mob which ‘lynched Nelse Patton and Iam prond of it."  For Sulhvan lynching
Patton existed as a moral issue. "Cut a white woman's throat? and a Negro?_ of
course I wanted him fynchéd.fim For citizens like Sullivan,rthe Nelse Patton
lynching symbolized an -effort" to snppress dissotute black 'men.__

N ‘Reoognizing that upper.and lower elass white "SOUtherners shared
respons1b111ty for lynchrng, W. J Cash wrote in 1941 that an. 1gnob1e hatred" for
blacks had festered in southem' poor wh1tes long before Reconstructron After
RebOnstruetion; however, Cash ass_erted that growing enmfty for blacks emerged in

- "the master olass" and continued well into the twentieth century: '

The most superior.men...seeing their late slave strutting about full of
grotesque assertions, cheap whisky, and 1y1ng dreams, feeling his elbow in
their ribs, hearing his guffaw in high places, came 1ncreas1ng1y to feel
toward him very much as any cracker felt, fell increasingly under the sway '
of the same hunger to have their hands on him, and ease. the intolerable -
agony of anger and fear the shaken pride in his screams. 131

_ 129 Cullen and Watkins, 89-93.

%0 Jackson Darly CIarrron—Led;L 2; Wllhamson Faulkner and Southern Hlstory

161. '
131 Cash 1 14
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For Cash, economic, social, and sexual reasons initiated the violent hatred
upper class white men expressed toward black mer. Over fo_rty years later,

Williamson also combined these -re_asOns to eéxplain the rash of southern lynchings

"occurring in the years following Reconstruction. In Crucible of Race; Williamson

posited a thesis very similar to_ C. Vann Woodward's in Stran,ée Career of Jim Crow:
whites, and especially white men, used racism as a "scapegoatf"to deal with their |
economic difficulties. Williamson noted that sex and family.roles consumed sduthe'rn
whites in the Victorian era: "Men saw themselyes as the providers and. protect‘or's_' in
their families As the economic world COnstricted ‘men found themselves less and
less able to prov1de for the women in the accustomed style and there seemed to be no
_promise of an end to thedeclme Because these men no longer adequately fulfllled
their roles as family providers, they pSychologlcally suffered from "feehngs_of
inadequacy.." To compensate for these 'teelings, white men directed their ‘ra'ge upon a
supposed "black beast rapist." If white men could. not provide for the wormen
economically, then they certainly could protect them from the severe threat ot losing
their purity to black-men.132 | |
Throughout the South lynching emerged as the prlmary result of white

_. paranora Lynching became SO commonplace in the early 1900s that respected , |
' organizatlons endeavored to publicly Justlfy it. In March 1904 ex- Confederates he]d |

- a reunion at Grenada, Mississippi, where they decreed "that we are unalterably

132 Williamson, rI»’he Crucible of Race, 115.
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, opposed to the iynching of a human being, save, perhaps, for the one unmentionabl‘e
crime. 1 The paranoia‘ burgeoned from small towns like Grenada to fiery debates on .
Capitol Hill. On March 28 1904 Representative Frederick Gillett of Massachusetts
“urged southern Congressmen to drscourage lynching. Gillett wanted "thoughtful
reﬂectrng men [of the South] to denounce lynching? but "so arrogant and
proscrrptlve is pubhc opinion [concerning lynching] in the South that.no man raises
his voice against it." Indeed, many "thoughtful, reflecting” southern'm‘en usually-
supported lynching _instead of condemning it.. Irr’imediately after Gillett's speech, for
example, Representative Charles Clark from Mississippi took the ﬂoor: "I have no
disposition to mix up in'this debate on the subject of lynching_, but I Will tell the |
gentleman from Massachusetts [Gillett] when lynchings will cease. Whenever the
black man. .ceases to commit.rape, then lynchings uvill cease."'133
.Thomas Dixon, Jr., was another thoughtful southern man. After reaching

unprecedented success at Wake Forest-and John Hopkins, Dixon hecame the youngest
man euer elected to the North Carolina Legislature. But politics bored the young
- Tarheel, and he followed his heart into the _Baptist pulpit.

| His first pastorate was in Boston. In the fall of 1887, not long after he started.' '
preaching, Dixon attended a lecture entitled "The S‘outhem_PrOblem._" ;i‘he speaker,
.J ustin D. Fulton, reported that racial unrest made the South ".a hotbed of reuolution . |
and that.the North must brace itself against the impending upheaval." An infuri'ated o

~Dixon leaped from his seat and denounced the speaker "as a liar and a fool.”

133 Congress, House of Representatives, 1% sess., Congressional Record (28 Mar_ch
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Outraged, Dixon promised to tell the country what he saw as the "true" story of the

' South.134 In 1902, Dikonmade; good on his prornise with the release ‘of~T;h_e

Leopard S Spots

‘Before The Leopard S Spots hrt the shelves Drxon s native North Carolina had

. received national criticism f_or its racial antagomsm. In 18_97, Wilmington whites
linitiated a race riot, teaning ten blachs. dead in the streets and man‘y- more injured..
’Acoording to Glenda Elizabeth GiImore, two major reasons.spawned the violence: "
Repubhcan rule displeased rnost white North Carolinians, and Alexander Manly
pricked white nerves by printing an editorial on jnterra'cial-liaisons. Manly's article
responded to a reprinti_ng' of RebeceaFelton's speech given a year earlier. Felton
_oharged Georgra farrners for allowing the rape of white women by black men;-
because neglectful white men lethlack_s deterioratezinto a ferai'state, lynching
represented the only means to prevent the deﬂowering"of ‘White women at the hands
of black desporlers Manly answered the reprrntrng by attackrng the vrrtuosrty of
- white women Ina style resemblrng Ida B. Wells Manly first claimed that white
women lied about berng raped. He then suggested that poor white xWOmen
encouraged potentlal black suitors. As Manly saw it, white wornen were not "any
more partrcular in the matter of clandestrne meetrngs with colored men, than are thé
.white men with colored wornen."

VA reaction to the article came qnick'ly.. The ire encited by Manly resulted in

threats on his life. Manly escaped the city, but an angry white mob burned his press

1904): 3824-33,
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~and hunted down prominent black leadeérs to either kill ther__n or _foree .them.into
exodus. T he"carnage left N orth‘ Carolrna expatriate -Ch_arles Chesnutt‘ deeply
' ernbarrassed and an-gry: "t is an outbreak of oure, r‘nalignant'and altogether
inde_fensible race prejudice, which makes me feel personalty humiliated, and ashamed

for the country and the state." n135

-Dixon used The Leopard's Spots as a rebuttal to the critics of North Carolina.
Early in the story, a squad of black Recon_struction soldiers crashed the wedding party
- of 31xteen year old: Annie, the daughter of Tom Camp, a poor whlte The soldlers
"laughmg and yelhng," dragged a screaming bride out of the house and towards the ‘
woods. The white men-asked "What shall we do, Tom‘?. .. Ifwe shoot we may k111
Annie.". Tom asserted unhesrtatmgly, "Shoot, men! My God shoot! There are
thlngs worse than death!" The men acted qulckly, woundlng three soldrers and
killing another three. Annie, however, was among the casualties. M1nutes later, the
men expressed their regrets to Tom, to wh1ch Tom rephed "It's all right boys...
' you 've saved my little gal. I want to shake hands with you and thank you If you
hadn t been here--my God, I can't thlnk of what would ' a happened' Now 1t sall r1ght.
 She's safe in God's hands.."l.36
Withi_n this scene, Dixon expressed two ideas. ,First,- Without slavery,- black
men retrogressed into a lascivious state and preyed onwhﬂi'te‘Women. -Second, to

rebut Manly,._all southern whites--rich or poor--perceived interracial liaisons as

134 Cook 105.
135 Al] information on the Wilmington massacre taken from Gllmore 105- 18

_ 136 Dixon, The Leopards Spots, 122- 27
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repu gnant.. Later in the story, Dixon -reemphasiied these themes. In his chapter
entitled "The Unspoken Terror," (l:anguage which sugg‘ests Dixon believed the.fear |
was \lvidespread in the South) Tomsuffered the loss of 'another daughter, eleven_—year
old Flora. | |
A search party of whlte men found Flora near a sprrng She l’lay on the

ground with her clothes torn to shreds and stained w1th blood.. Her beaut1ful yellow
curls are matted across her forehead in a dark red lump beside a Wound where her
skull had been _crushed.." The men rushedthe near-dead girl home, where doc»_tors
cleaned her_vs'/ounds and tied a broken artery; When Flora regained .consciousness, -
ot/ercome by the harrowlng experience, she "'screams and calls to her father for help:.
After a second convulsion seiz'ed her, Flora's artery broke again, "her heart ﬂuttered
and she was dead.""’ | |

-~ In the next chapter,outraged wh‘ites soughtrevenge.A Entitled "A Thousand
Legged'.Beast,"‘ this chapter symbolized white beliefs in the omnipresence of black ‘

rapists: Albeit Dixon called the 'white mob "a thousand legged beast,” perhaps he.

- used the subtitle as a double entendre although the whrte mob searched for a srngle

perpetrator, the problem was "y thousand legged beast." All black men stalked

1nnocent white women accord1ng to many whrte men. The perpetrator D1ck

represented new blacks, the generatron of blacks not schooled under the ' c1v1hzed"

T Tbid., 122-27.

n’
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institution of $layery. The mob tied Dick to a tree, sature.lt.é,d him with ‘o.il,. and lit him |
-afire.1-38 | | | |
According to Dixon, since-thq recent Républican triumph, "crirﬁes [ﬁke
Diék‘s‘] .increés}e.d Witﬁ al‘érming_ rapidity;” and "the insolence of the clags of young
_negro men WE.IS beco‘fning ﬁore and more iptoleféble." Criminality raged. "Negro
insolence reached a height th;at rﬁade 1t impdésible for ladies to walk_the_étfeéts o
without an armed, éscort." In 1898, whifés respon;iéd Violently. After .a race riot
where whites chased -blacks out of town, a whi‘te_supre’ma.pist‘ fever spré;id throughout
th‘e‘ state.'139 | - | | | o
The si'rr‘_li’lla‘r:iﬁ".es of time and .piaCé ‘b'etwe‘én Dixon's fictional riot aﬁd the
Wilmihgtdn massacre dése'rve n(-)-'ti'_ce. By alle'gori.zing ﬁis fictional riot to il-ll.;strate_
. the'actual violence that éc.‘ciirr_eq in Nofth Carolvi-r‘la, Dixoh defended whites in
Wilmington. In both, southern whites rebelled a‘gaiﬁst Republic'an rule. ‘.In‘

. Wilmington,'Manly asserted that white women WeICOmed. black loveré, provoking a

violent white response. In The Leopard's Spots, Dixon reasserted Felton's inSistent;e
that black men actuall'y preyéd on white women. For Dixon sexually wanton blacké

resulted in racial violence in both fiction and nonfiction.

The Leopard's Spots reached astonishing popularity. Within a few months,
sales paSséd‘ one hundred thousand copiés, eventually feachirig the million mark. The
‘sales of Dixon's. third novel, The Clansman, far surpassed his first book. Bookstores :

could not keep enough copies on the shelves; its sales exccéded a million in a few

58 Thid. 381-84.
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| months.'*® The Clansman shared Similar themes W1th The Leopard's Spots:
.villainous black men raped beautlful‘ whlte girls' in both novels. With The Clansman,
‘however, Dixon chose to use more graphic detail. |

o While the beautiful };ou‘ng, Marlon and her mother prepared fOr .bed-, black .
Reconstruction soldiers, led by their ringl'eader Gus, hroke into their home. After

’knocking her motherunconscious, Gus turned his attentionto Marion:

£

Mar1on staggered against the wall, her face white, her delrcate hmps :
trembling with the chill of a fear colder than death.

"We have no money--the deed has not been delivered, she pleaded, a -
sudden glimmer of hope flashing in her blue eyes '

Gus stepped closer, with an ugly leer, his, fiat nose dilated, his sinister
bead-eyes wide apart gleaming ape- like, as he laughed:

'We ain't atter money!"

The girl uttered a cry, long, tremulous Heart- rending, piteous.

A single tiger-spring, and the black claws of the beast sank into the soft
white throat and she was st1ll L

' Upon regammg consciousness, Marion and her mother like Norton and Thomas in

The Sins of- the Father agreed to a death pact to keep the famrly name- "sweet and

- clean ! Accordmg to Marron death was the only answer: "We could not escape
ourselves‘ The thought of life is torture Only those who hate me could wish that I
live. The grave will be soft and cool the hght of day a bumrng shame; . Wrth these

words, both she and her mother leaped off ‘a‘cllff and plunged to their deaths.'*?

¥ 1bid., 410-15.

40 Cook,- 112, 131.

. Dixon, The Clansman, 303- 04
142 Ibrd 306-08.
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_ tn the chapter entitled "The Hunt for _the_Animal," white men assetnbled to
dtécover the reason behind the wor‘nen's_ deaths after finding tne cofpses. B_y Iooking
at tne image frozen in the mother'e eyes, they hopedvto find "the fire-etched rec¢ord of |

* this crilme."" A doctor‘studied the eye and saw the "bestiat ftgur,e of a negro——his huge
_ black nand plainly defined--the upper patt of the face is dim... but'tne massive jaws
and lips are elear--mercifUl. God!;-yes!--it's Gns!" And "Tne Hunt for the Ani.m‘al" .
began | | "

- Their d1scovery spawned the Ku Klux Klan white tnen who endeavored to
reestabhsh white rule. After absconding Gus, the Gtand Dragon announced to his
orethren that for v101at1ng a southern woman "a pr1celess sacrifice on the altar of an
outraged c1v1hsat1on Gus must lose his life.'** As 111ustrated in Tne Clansman

- Dixon re.presented lynching as a white '_cure for_ lusty bl_ack men. He ap_otheosiZed the
. Klan by applying terms like honor, duty, and noble, and he denigrated bl»aeks by |
applying descriptors like besltial,. ape-ttke, and animal. He ttied to e'hov;/ the 'o'rigins of N
‘the rac_i_al strife in the South, but in doing so, Dtxon exculpated vt}hite men for:'
lynching while placing cul_pability on_black'men'for raning. -

. Aft-er‘his success with The Clansman, Dixo_n rewrote the book into a play. He
toured the South and received accolades at most stops; In'the fall of 1'905, Dixon

took his play to Atlanta, where 'its inﬂatnmatory r'acis_tthemes pfornpted the audience -

to give a long standing-ovation to the author.!** White Atlantans had waited for a

- Ib1d 313-14, 325; for another analysis of both The Leopard S Spots and The
" Clansman, see Williamson, The Crucible of Race ch 5 passim.
* Cook, 143
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- solution to their race problems and found.cne m The Clansman., After Dixon's

© arrival, rep'orts_of black attac.ks ‘on white wornen rnushroorned: The play .apparently '
catalyzed whites to perceive all White-black contact as dangero'us White paranoia

. ran so deep that Ray Stannard Baker a natronally noted Journalist v1s1t1ng Atlanta
-'remarked "I was astonished . to discover how w1dely r)revalent thIS: dread has *
become." In Sep'tember of the next"year, newsbcys sold papers reporting another

- attempted assault bS/ a black man upon a White v:v‘ornan..‘ The repcrt-was the proverbi'a‘l

last straw: white men thronged on the street corners, determined to rid the city of the

- black scourge. A riot ensued. White mobs beat and killed many blacks, burned black " |

' housing, and chased rernaininfg blacks v‘fro.m (riquntc‘)wn.145

Dixon's influence and poplrlarity'centinued intc the next two decades. Dixon
alvrays maintained that he intended tc reach the'widest poseihle audienCe through his-
books, and in 1915 he attempted to. reach more: people The Clansman became the
basrs for the movi¢e "Birth of a N ation,’ WhICh qu1ckly drew the largest v1e\iving
: audience in film's short history. A“ccordmg to Roy Altken,‘ a northern businessman’
‘ who al‘ong with ‘his hrcther ﬁnanced the movie, i-‘B-irth of a Nation" received its_ _
warmest welcerne in the ‘South.,146 ‘Indeed,‘ "Birth‘.' ‘engrossed .so‘.rnany white
. southerners that the Klan reemerged in 1915. In the end, Dixon reached his audience,

- and they responded: the paranoia of black rapisté pervaded white southe_rn_ minds

_ 15 All 1nformat10n concemmg Atlanta riot taken from Wilhamson The Cruc1b1e
- of Race, 214-19. -
-~ M Roy E. Aitken and Al P. Nelson, The Birth of a Nat1on Stcu (Mlddlesburg,r

. VA: Wilham W Denlinger, 1965) 43.
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throughout the "20s, and pun1sh1ng black men presumed as rapists remamed a 8ross | ‘
cbsessron | | | |
" In the '20s, the debate on Capitol Hill still ragedl On Janua'ry 19, 1922,. |
,Representative John Rankin of MlSSlSSIppl related as many horrific 1n01dents as
possible to justify lynching He clalmed that four sexual assaults had taken place the
first week after the House'conv,ened. Then he reﬂec_ted ona" typlcal Negro outrage
that happened "several years ago"‘ not very far from where he lived. A black 'lbrute'.l .
entered a home and preyed on an unsuspecting mcther‘,and daughter. Upcn discovery | i '
of his preSence, the "mother knew the moment she lcoked upon his savage
countenance what his hellish designs‘ were. She rushed hetween him and her -
‘ daughter‘ where "he seized her, drew a razor, and' cut Her thrcat from ear.to ear."'
The story sounds hauntingly similar to the Nelse Patton case. Unsurprismgly,
‘Rankin grew up outside of Oxford, close to William Faulkner's home As w1th
Rarikin's recollection, incidents like the Patton attack left an indelible mark on white
men's psyche. With memories festerin g white men (like thcse in Atlanta a decade '
" ' _earlier) of the ‘205‘ perceived any contact between black :men and u/hite women as a - |
 threat; innocent bumps glances or gr1ns still had the capacity to mcur the lynchmg |
hysterla |
In his "The Ethics of Living Jim Crow," Richard Wright reported two
incidents that reveal :th"e overvuhelming_nature of the parancia in the '20s. While

working in a Jackson, Mississippi hotel, Wright waited ont one of the many white -
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prostitutes occunyi-ng.rooms.- When she_passed_ by him in the nude, Wright ‘watched
her. Immediately, her white clli'ent -asked; "'N igger, what in hell you l'ooking at?'.'
Knowing that he‘had .violated' the social,- code, Wright quickly responded, "Nothing. ""_“
: "Keep your eyes where they belong, if you ‘want to be healthy!" Wrig’ht soon learned
~ that Whlte ‘men were as much bite as bark when it concerned white Women and black
.men A black bellboy that Wright knew was caught in bed W1th a white prostitute |
He‘w_as castrated and run out of town.." I‘mmediately. followin'g the incident,'all the
black male employees were vyarned: "We '\yere given to understand that the boy u)ho"

1"

had been castrated was a mighty, mighty Tucky bastard The white manager_wanted
to 1mpress upon all employees that "next time the management would not be
responsible for the lives of ‘trouble-makin’ niggers."*® In the '20s, as Wright surely
would 'have attested, the paranoia lived inJ ackson.

' -The'p.aranoia trickled into _the '305; about two hundred 'r'niles north of J ackson,
| .WilliamFaulkner reco gnized it and ei(perienced it. In 1931, Faulkner.r_)ublished "D.r$" ‘.
September," a short story concerning the injustice of lynching and mob rule.
Faulkner‘ s story countered Dixon's fiction. l)i)ron portrayed animalistic black |
characters deservmg of the punishment Iand stressed the her01sm.of the lynch mobs
Faulkner evoked sympathy for the victim and enmity for the lynch mob In "Dry

September Faulkner began by show1ng the 1gnorance of the white men who

congregated in the barber shop through the bloody September tw1light 1t had

W Congress House of Representatives 1St sess., Congresswnal Record (19
January 1922): 1426.
“¢ Wright, 11, 12.
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'goné like a fire in dry grass;-the rumor, fhe story, {)vhéfevcr it -‘was-. :Sofnething about
Miss Minnie Cooper _apd é Negfb. A,tt'acke,d, insulted, fr,ighten.e-d: ﬂon’e of [the
, '.men]... knew exactly what had happened."'* | | |

| .One yoqth, Butch, wanted to react immédiately, but.Ha_ck_sha'w, the'ba;ber,
t.ried' to dissﬁade him, claiming that "I don't believe anybbdy did anyt};ing." But
Butch soon found suﬁport"with the arrival of John MéLendoﬁ. Mctendon crashed
lopen the door and said, "Well, are yoﬁ"going to sit ther¢ and let a black son rapé é
whité woman on the streets of iefferSon?“ vAfter hearing a qpestionv‘a.s to the \-/alidity. -
| of the presumed att;clck, McLendoﬁ quickly retorted, "What the hell difference does it
make? Are you going -to let the blacks sons get. away with it ﬁntil 6ﬁe really does i.t‘? "
McLendon's rationale (dr lack thefeof) convinced most of the bafb’er's patrons, and
‘the :newly formed mob hurrigd:off in pqrsuif of theirvv'ictim, W_iil‘Mayes.

: After 'gfriving at Will Mayes's piace of e.:mp‘lloymen't‘and cali‘iﬁg tio hifn, |
someone Whipered, "Kill him, kill ,t.he_ son;" but McLendon delayéd the Violenée,
stating, "Not heré. .. 'Get h1m irito_ the‘car." Will's symipathetic plea cér_ﬁe immediately:
"What is it captains?... I aint done nothing. "Fore God, Mr J ohr_l..". After they shoved
him into the car, Will reverberated his plea again: "What you all going to do with me,
MrJ ohn? T aint done hotﬁi’ng. White folks, céptéins, T aint (:10né ﬁothing: Iswear

'foré ‘Go'd."‘150

199 William Faulkner, "Dry September," Collected Stories of William Faulkner
(New York: Vintage International, 1976) 169. "
10 Ibid., 170-72, 177-78.
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- An ambiguity existed in Faulkner's storyt' no one ever k_nevy for sure if Will

. actually attacked a white woman. But the lynch mob never cared to kno‘w.

| McLendon's reasoning easily wheedled the men to forrn amob. The paranoia
afflicted ,them. ‘1t never mattered if Will'attack'eda white woman; vyhat mattered was

| he could have Faulkner set the story in J efferson ‘the f1ctronal name for his |

hometown of Oxford When once asked why he wrote about Oxford Faulkner pithily

rephed "I know them nisl So although no Oxford lynchlngs occurred i in the '203 or

: -early '30s, drd Faulkner "know" that the parano1a st1ll grrpped white men in Oxford‘7 .

As Faulkner prompted the questron he helped supply the answer. On

February 2, 1931 an editorial written by W.H. J ames in the Memphls Commercial

- Appeal thanked Mississippi Women for organ‘i‘zing against lynching. Two weeks ,
"later, a "William Falkner" from _Oxford responded with‘a- letter entitled "Mob
Sometimes Right." The letter virtual-ly defended lynchin g as an in_strurnent of justlce,
* because it protected the sacredness of womanhood In the letter's -conclus'ion,
Falkner .continued to defend lynchin ginan exoneratingtone: "l hold no brief for
“ lynchrng mob vrolence serves nothlng But there is one currous thing about mobs
Like our _]ur1es they have away of’ be1ng r1ght ! The evrdence clearly suggests the
Faulkner wrote the letter. As Neil R. McMillen and Noel Polk pomted out Faulkner
lrved in Oxford at the time, and he would have either read or heard about the letter. If

he did not author it, then we would have defended his 1mage.15 2 Apparently, the

15 Merrvyether and Millgate, 58.
52 Neil R. McMillen and Noel Polk, "Faulkner on Lynch1ng," The Faulkner
" Journal 8, no. 1 (fall 1992) 3-14.
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peranoia of black rapists afflicted at least one s‘duthern. man's mind in the '30s,
Faulkner's. |
- The belief of black rapists affected men ether thér_l Faulkder 'in the '30s. The

Mississippi women to whom J ames referred Belonged to the 'Association of Seuthefn .
" Women for the Prevention of Lynch-ing‘ (ASWPL).- Forming the Mississippi branch

in 1931 ASWPL hoped to create an anti- lynchlng consensus in the most pro- Iynchmg '
‘- ‘state The M1ss1531pp1 ASWPL devoted much of its t1me dlsabusm g white men from
the patrla;chal notion that only ‘they stood bet,ween black men's ldst _and‘sacred white
_'v.vorr_ia'nhood‘.153 In the '30s, the seuthem 'paraneia eontinued to piague white men, and
Missis_sippi women knew it and .organized_a;.gainst it.

‘ Fauikher knew the black r'ap.ist'stereotype psychelogieally afflicted ﬁim.

| Although "Dry September” criticized those th hafbored peliefs of black rapists, his
letter practically defended fhem. Bdt he .ceﬁfronted his contradictory feelihés in

‘Light in August, where he returned to the paranoia in novel form. He once stated that .

he wrote because he wanted to cure "my country"™ of it§ faults within his capacity. 154
- Perhaps he wrote Light in August to help his country cure the rape complex festering -
in the rhinds of southern white- men; perhaps he wrote it to deal with his own

ambivalence. Faulkner's life was sometimes as cryptic as his prose. Scholars may

never know his exact personal motivation for writing Light in August, but the text

153 McMillen, Dark Journey, 235-49.

15 Merriwether and Millgate, 159; the phrase "my country could refer to United
States and/or the South. In another interview, Faulkner referred to the section of the
_country stretching from Memphis to New Orleans as "my country,” implying that he -
considered himself first southérn and then American. Ibid., 167. '
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“exists as another indicator that the "ubiquitous black rapist" was not "lost -to the white

mind" in the '30s.

Light in Augus_t muddled the‘issue'of black men raping white women. ‘.J oe
' _Christmas, as discussed earlier; never could confirm his racial identity‘.' I-le supposed. o
that his father had "black blood,"_' but he never knew. Passiné for White;_ Christmas '
understood that white men considerecl interracial sex between black men and white
wornen taboo. Believing himself black,.Christmas felt embowered by breaking the
. _rules.n He slept and cohabited'with white women, but ashocking. revelation
disempowered him. After living‘with a wh.ite wornan for several months, Chris:tmas :
told her that he was black, and the vuornan responded apathetically, "You are?‘.' .
Vl/hat about i_t?‘_' _Finding no satisfaction in:'he‘r response, Christmas beat her.155
Knowing that some white women accepted black loVers troubled Christmas,
and his troubles compounded the next time he confessed to another white lover
Joanna Burden Chr1stmas told Joanna of hlS rac1al 1dent1ty, and she was neither
- . apathetic nor feartul. Instead, discovering that she ‘had a black lover excited her.
~ Christmas often found Burden "hidden, in closets. .. waiting, panting" or "beneath
'certain shrubs about the grounds... naked, or with her .clothing half toi’nto ribbons
upon her," seductively whispering Negro' Negro! Negro"‘ 156 Christmas unable to
truly know his race, lost the only power he ever had sohe brutally killed Burden
Wlth the Way white women reacted to Christmas s facial 1dent1ty, Faulkner

offered a bold analysis: some white women, according to Light in August, welcomed ;

*** Faulkner, Light in August, 111-12.
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black lovers. Faulkner was not the first to suggest that white women had consensual |

sex with black men. Manly said it in North Carolina in 1897. Ida B. Wells shouted it -

in Memphis four years. prior to Manly. 157'. ‘But Faulkner sugges'ted it as a southern -

white man, perhaps validating what Wells and Manly had always maintained and

what southern white men had always denied.

Prior to Light in August, the presumption ini both the white public and white

law was that intercourse between white men and black women resulted only from

rape. In 1931, no white men arose to disagree with a Mississippi editor when he

asserted that no southein white woman was so depraved as to "bestow her favors on a

black man.""** After Light in August, however, other members of Mississippi's white
intelligentsia began proposing that some white yvomen chose to bed with black men,
William Alexander Percy, for example who although he ardently d1sapproved of

mlscegenatlon followed Faulkner's lead a decade later in Lanterns on the Levee "In

the South the one sacred taboo," Percy wrote, 'is the untouchab1hty of whrte wormen

by Negro men." However, the southern white women of Percy's generatron acted

1mm0rally, 1mb1bed heav1ly, and encouraged black men: "Today whrte women drink

in publlc places, become drunk in public places and publlc places are filled with

scandalous and grossly human Negro waiters.' ' The drrnkmg and carousmg

156 Thid., 245.
57 Jacqueline Jones Royster, ed., Southern Horrors and Other Writings: The Anti- .

Lynching Camoalgn of Ida B. Wells, 1892 1900 (Boston Bedford Books, 1997),

- 117-18, 126.

S 1BJ acquelyn Dowd Hall, Revolt against Chlvalry Jessie Danrel Ames and the
Women's. Campargn against Lynchrng (New York: Columbia Unrver51ty Press, 1993),
319. :
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sometimes precipitated; in Percy's Wor‘ds,. "rnoral feilure" on the part of both white..." |

women and black men. 159 | |
Although it went unacknovuledged at the time, ‘the ev1dence supported the )

contentions of Faulkner and Percy. Many M1ss1ssrpp1 towns were burdened with

stories like that of Robert Patterson. As Debbie D1lworth told Anthony Walton

author of M1s51ssmp1 An- Amer1can Journey, Robert Patterson and Chris Ross of »

~ New Albany s_ecretly dated two white girls from "the rich side." Robert and Chris
"were going to meet their girls." at the Southland Motel. The boys checked in,
somebody called them, and Robert bolted out the door; supoosedly to pick up .‘the
girls. Time passed, and slumber overtook Chris. Authorities found Robert "the n_e;_(t _
mommg in the motel sw1mrmng pool and the boy didnt swim." The police
awakened Chris and arrested him.!®® |

It white women willingly bedded with black men,‘then ’white- men lynching'

- blacks under the guise of protection--the same argument Faulkner ironically

supported inhis letter--appeared fallacious. LOgiC,i however, obviously never

deterred white men from lynching. As Faulkner related in Light in August, a white

mob formed immediatel'y after hearing of Joanna Burden's murder, believing "that it

was an anenymous negro crime committed not by @ negro but by Negro" and hoping . o

"that she had been ravished too: at least once before her throat was cut and at least .

_once afterward."‘161

159 Percy, 307-08.
160 Walton, 84.
161 Faulkner Light in August 271
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Sadistic beliefs and desires also pervadedvthe-authority. The Mississippi
National Guard, led by Percy Grimm, who believed "that the vvhite race is superior to
“any and all other races and that the American is superior to all other white raCes "
1n1t1ally attempted to keep the peace Grlmm gave simple orders to his troops: "We
' got to preserve order... We must Jet the law take 1ts course. The law, the nation Itis -
_the right of no civilian to sentence a man to death. And we, the soldiers in Jefferson,
are the ones to see to that. 162 | |
But the disregarded taboo ofa black man sleepi‘ng With a white woman |
overwhelmed Grimm When Christmas ﬂed from the law toa nearby house, Grimm
tracked him and shot him five times in the chest. Seemg that Christmnas clung to hfe
Grimm castrated Christmas saying, "Now you‘ll let ‘white women alone even in
hell." 163, In the end, Christmas resembled Nelse Patton: his body, castrated and
riddled with bullet holes, symbolized the harrowing result of mob rule. Similarly,
Grimm resembled W.Vi Sulli-van: overoome by a black man'’s outrage, Grimm |
: v1olated hlS oath and 1gnored the law. |

By writing both "Dry September and Light in August Faulkner helped reveal

the paranoia of black rap1sts in southern white minds in the 1930s forthe history
_-books. Faulkner wrote for a reason--to cure society's ills. The paranoia was a major
reflection of the fears of miscegenation. The fears still existed in Faulkner's

Mississippi, but the monolithic advocacy of it began to crumble in white society.

19 Ibid., 426-27.

'8 Ibid., 439.
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‘White men differed in the ways they saw relat‘idnships‘betweeri‘ white Wome‘n. and
black men. They all still maintained that these relationships violated the "one sacred -

" taboo," but white men became divided as to who held responsibility for their affairs. |

In Light in Au gust, several prorhinent‘ citizens tried to infervene on Christmas's
behalf, and in reality, many liberals (for Mississippi's sténciards) étarted to think like
Percy and Faulkner—that ﬁlany of these relationships Weré- in fact consensual, |
.coris;citufing‘ a "mo‘r.al fai-lure,"’, as Percy 'put- it, on both parties. T‘o thesé liberals, white _-
.-_womé'n fi éuratiﬁely loved andlyn_c.hc;,d biack men | |
The s_'_taunch white‘rac.:ists nc;g/er deviate_.d' fro.m their Idﬁgstanding position: the |

only miscegenation between black men and white women existed throu gh rape. In his

1947 book Take Your Cﬁoice: Separation or‘Mongrelization, Mississippi Senator ,
: h Tfléodore G. Bilbo posited that all southem White wbrﬁén Shuﬁned black m_eﬁ‘s sexual ‘
advances. In Bilbo's opinion, white women wisely chpsé separation over
"monérelization." Although white men "poufed a broad sﬁeém of vx;hite biopd in
Black \'/ei-ns_,."'the racially conscious white wojmaﬁ maintained & pﬁre ""SOu"[he_:rn,'
Caucasian blood" line. . Sﬁ_e‘ "preservlc.ad the integrity. of their récé, and there is no o'ﬁ'e, :
' ‘Wl'lO can today.point the finger of sﬁspicion in aﬁy ﬁannér Whétsoever ét the blof).ci.,
which flows in the veins of thé White Sons.and_daughte‘rs; of \thé S_outh;."164 Althou gh
Faulkner had pointed his "finger of suspicion," the irﬁégé of racially c_onsciou's whifé |
women had not faded in men like Bilbo:. In their miﬁds, i)i'elck' men phy_vsic':ally

repulsed white women. Never would one find a white woman willing to bed with a
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black man in the South. . Any interracial sex between white women and black men

occurred through rape and rap_e. only. Theodore Bilbo, governof of Miss.iss;ippi when =

"Dry Septerhb_er" and Light in August came into ptiht; feéerﬁhled fictionél '
MisSissippians like McLendon and Grimm: thesejr’nen still herbOred.beliefs of a
"libiqilitcus bleclc rapist,” and remnants of.their beliefs persisted well into the 'SOS.
The 1940s brou ght relative racial peace to the South. As both black and white
southern men salled over to fight the Axis Powers, much of the1r aggresswn and |
hatred transferred from their social _counterparts tc. the I apanese. World War II,
however, raised qﬁestiohs about the etatus“blackshad m southem society. Howl could =
a black rhan be d'rafted tc fight abroad for the prin:citz)les of American DemoCracy
when he d1d not enjoy those pr1n01p1es at home? Southem segregatlon escalated 1nto a
nat10nal issue during the war. Calls for equahty ran hlgh Ieavmg nat10na1 figures like
General Marshall to conflde that he "would rather handle everythmg that the
- Germans, Italians and J apanese can throw at me, than to face the trouble I see in the

Negro questi'on."165

Table 2. Lynchings, by Years and Race, 1939:49

" Year Whites ~  ‘Blacks ~ Total
1939 1 2 3
1940 1 4 5
1941 0 4 4

1942 0 6 6

0 3. 3

1943

1% Theodore G. Bilbo, Take Your Choice: Separation or Mongrelization
- (Poplarville, MS: Dream House Publishing, 1947), 57-58.
165 John Dower, War without Mercy: Race and Power in the Pacific War (New
‘York: Pantheon Books 1986), 173. :
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1944

0 2 2
1946 0 6 ¢
1947 0 1 1
1948 1 : )
1949 0 3 3 166

~ As John Dower has noted fears among White southerners of a' J apanese-Black
alliance were commonplace from the 1Sl30s to Nagasaki Some polls taken durmg the
war reflected some pro-Japanese sentiment within blacks Conversely, Gunnar
| " Mrydal emphasized the "thoroughly American" outlook of American blacks during ‘
the war. l\/Iyrdal found that black Americans harbored prodemocratic and antifacist -
beliefs, but he also observed that a "modest number" of blacks took "vicarious |
satisfaction in imagining alJ apanese (or German) invasion of the Southem states." 167

Apparently, white fears of a J apanese—Black alliance deferrecl to their fears of

miscegenation. The strong beliefs in the "sacred tahoo caught the boat with white
,southerners who sailed to Europe. While servmg m France the future Field Secretary
- for the NAACP, Medgar Evers, excrted many white soldiers from M1ss1ss1pp1 after he-
got friendly" w1th a local French girl. Evers 1gnored the taboo which at home may
. have meant death, and fought four whites to a draw. After the military pol1ce
separated the fi ghters, Evers rlusted himself off and told h1s .hrotheriCharles that

"When we get out of the army, we're gonna straighten this out."'*® -

166 Guzman, 56;5‘9.
. ""Dower, 174.
- 188 Walker, 61.
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Indeed, after thewar, Evers and a pantheon of black leaders tried to straig'hten:'
things out. With their actions, the wmds of racial’ change began to blow in: the '50s. |
The NAACP Legal ljefense l"und accepted many Cases ln hopes ol° bring segregation -
to an abrupt end. Blacks throughout the South grew tired of the all{hen'compassing
effects of separation, but as 'hlack pressure to end discrimi'nation. mo'unted, vvhite

supremacy hardened to thwart the increasing‘ threat_to the white social system. To

combat the calls for equaljty, some whites revived racial violence.

The early '50s marked the w1despread use of another form of lynchmg The
"ub1qu1tous rap1st" stereotype prompted the execut1on of black defendants like the
Mart1nsv1lle Seven and Willie McGee. For allegedly rapmg a wh1te woman
authorltles executed the Mart1nsv1lle Seven--J oe Henry Hampton Howard Harrston |
Booker Mrllner, Frank Ha1_rston, John Taylor, J ames Halrston, and Frances ,Grayson--' ,‘ _

on February 2, 1951, in Richmond, Virginia. In Mississippi, the execution for rape

| was reserVed only for blacks, adding credence to Jesse J ackson's phrase' "legal

lynchmg," and in Mrss1ss1pp1 the courts found Willie McGee gullty of rapmg Mrs

_Wlllamette Hawkms As Robert Shaplro relates ev1dence 1nd1cated that Hawkms
Tured McGee 1nto a relatlonshlp he later tr1ed to sever, 'but once Hawkms screamed '

| rape Mrss1ss1pp1 sought the death penalty L1ke so many of the Wh1te female

characters in Faulkner s literature, Hawkms des1red a black man. But the passion she




88

- felt for McGee quickly subsided when he later tried to break—up with her.. By
claiming that McGee raped her,.Haw‘kins literally loved him and lynched him.’169

It took only a one- day trial and'a two and. one- half mlnute Jury del1berat1on to
find McGee guilty. Faulkner called the case an "outrage" and accused h1s fellow
MissisSippians of following a long-standing“'fetis,h," an obsession of .killing black
men accused.of rape.m

Four years later, Emmit Till, a fourteen-year old black viSiting Mlssissippi
. allegedly spoke to and "wolf-wh1stled" at a white woman. The next mornmg, Till's
‘corpse floated facedown in the Tallhatch1e R1ver An all wh1te jury acqurtted two
white men, J W. Milam and Roy Bryant, charged with Till's murder.”_.1 Shortly after
: .theiracquittal the two men sold their.story fo writer William Bradford Huie for |
th1rty-f1ve hundred dollars. They adm1tted their guilt and descr1bed the1r crimes in
graphic detail. Initially, they "had no idea o krllmg him," Milam explamed but
1ntended to "wh1p h1m scare some sense irito him, and send him back to Ch1cago
However, accordrng to Mrlam Till "never even whlmpered" but taunted his
k1dnappers "You bastards T'm not afraid of you I'mas good as you are I've had .
white girls and my grandmother was a wh1te woman." Then Trll produced a picture
and pomted to a white female he called h1s ‘girl." To this, M11am responded "Boy
you ain't never gomg to see the sun come up agarn " For Mllam T1ll had v1olated the

taboo, and like many southern white men, M1lam saw sex with white women as the

169 Herbert Shapiro, White Violence and Black Response From Reconstruction to
Montgomery(Amberst, MA: University of Massachusetts Press, 198 8) 397.
170 Ibid., 395- 96 399. :
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ultimate symbol of "social equality" for black men, even black men fourteén—years
young. Milam later reitefated this firm 'bc;lief:
What could I do?...He thought he was as good as any white man.. JImno
bully. Inever hurt a niggah in my life. But I just decided it was time a '
few people got put on notice. As long as J.W. Milam lives and can do
anything about it, niggahs are gonna stay in their place. Niggahs ain't
gonna vote where I live. If they did they'd control government. They'd
tell me where to stand and where to sit. They ain't gonna go to school
- with my kids. And when a mggah even gets close to ment1onmg sex w1th
a white woman, he's tired o' livin'...I'm gonna kill him."”
Again Faulkner criticized the r.acie_ll.violen.ce- in Mississippi. He lashed out at
Till's killers and his native state, saying that "if we....have rcached that point in our
desperate culture when we must murder children, no matter for what:reaéon or what
color, we don't deserve to survive, and probably won't."'” The paranoia lived. ‘Its .‘
life, as Faulkner saw it, symbolized the dying gaéps of a desperate southern culture.
The paranoia lived a long life. In the antebellum period, white men saw
slavery as a way to keep unsavory black men in check, but without the constraints and
| "civilizing" effects of bondage; soﬁthem white men bclieVed that lascivious black
men unleashed sexual brutality upon white women. For white frjen Iynching becarme-
a means of "protectiﬁg" white women. After Redonstruction, lynéhing, increased with -
astonishing rapidity. The Ku Klux Klan reigned in the South, touting lynching as a
safeguard against sexually wanton‘bl'ac'k meﬁ. Even after the original Klan faded,

southern white men still maintained that lynching pfotécted their "virtuous" white

Ubid., 411
1 Cobb, 218-19.
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women. In the first three decades of the 20" century, as".Toel Williamson posited in .

The Crucible of Race the i image. of black bestial rapists profoundly affected the white

psyche. The horrific stor1es-—ex1st1ng more in fantasy than reality--of blacks attacking
white women of all ages cast a stereotyplcal image upon 'all_ black men.- Thomas
‘Dixon, however, thought that image applied and endeavored to relate the sexual

rapacity of black men in his fiction..

" Dixon's The Leopard's Spots and The Clansman depicted black men as vicious
.sexual beasts. In his fiction, Dixon_ sought to defend the South- for its raci_al
antagonism by showing hlS audience that all black rnen after Emanc1pation |
retrogressed into v1olent 1rrepress1ble rapists who favored white women as their prey
.DIXOII s themes echoed the popular thought of southem white men. From rich to
poor educated to 1gnorant recognized to remote white men  thou ght black rapists
: :lurked around every corner, waiting for an unsuspecting white woman. The popular |
thought permeated the '20s. In 1924, South Carolina Representative John T {liman
* told his congressional peers of white fears: "The baleful shadow of the dusky rape
: .fiend hangs over every southem home like the blight of death. .. no- rnother 1s safe for
~an hour unless guarded by watchful husband or son." m |

‘Rhetoric of southern i icons like Dixon and Tillma_n perpetuated the parépoia’ '
and it latched onto southern white rnen,of the 30s. In this decade, southern women of

‘the ASWPL, who recognized the paranoia's existence and its ability to foment

17 Merriwether and Millgate, 254 55. ,
1" Congress, House of Representatives 2" sess., Congressmnal Record (7 June
1924) 11304
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lynchings; Spent, fnuch of fheir :time trying to‘er.a'se beiie'fs' in biack’ rapists from whité_
.meﬁ's minds. So pe'rvas‘ive was th"e parah_oia in the '30s &iat it affegted eVeh W1111am |
. Fa_ulknef, Whose sénsitiviﬁy ‘and liberélity von'rac-ial.issﬁes becamé ‘notérious in the |

South. Féulkner harbored préjudiées; .ﬁe defénded lynching as z-1p'rot.ecti’on of |

| "sacredness of womé{nhooci" in his létter, but hé excoriated the South, and éspecially ‘

Mississippi, in "Dry Septerhiaer" and Light in Adgust. ' :

- The paraﬁoia- lived a Ior_ig life indeed. It did not _disappear in the 19_205. :
Faulkne;r's ambivalence, his fictibn,ép'd- the formi.ng of the ASWPL indicét,e the .
paranoi;é still existec_i Afte: the '265. Pérhébé laws legitiinatﬁng that bnly blacks

“convicted for rape qualified for the_.d'eath penai‘ty,' fhe Willie McGee (I:ase, and the’
murder of ﬁmmitt Till suggest éhat paranoia Continue;d to plggue some éouthem

enclaves in the '50s.
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' CONCLUSION'

In November 1953, Robert Patterson, a white manager of one of the largest

plantations in the Mississippi Delta, learned about the pending school desegregation

- cases that would soon combine to forrn.the_‘famous ‘B‘rown V. Board of Education of .
Topeka case. Believing that integration would eventually lead to miseegenatlon,
* Patterson: urged wh_ite Deltans to "stand together forever firm against oornmunisrn and
: mongrelization.,'" APatterson's appeal apparently seerned premature to his fell_ow |
| Mississippians'; not rnuch was made of integ'rat_ion in the last days_ of 1953.'°
HoweVer,. less than six rnonthslater,'on: May 117, 19'54, the Snpreme_ Court's ruling on
- Brown made Patterson's fears alltoo real.
.Followlng the Court's deoiysion, white Missi,ssippi.ans--rich' and poor, edueated
and ignorant—-harshly.’ criticlied desegregation, and the crux of their critic_isrns often " .
_ centered on 'miscegenation. | Congressman‘ J ohn Bell V\'/illiarns called -May 17 "Black |
‘Monday ina 1954 speech before the House of Representat1ves M1s31ss1pp1 s C1rcu1t :
J udge Tom P Brady adopted the term "Black Monday as the t1t1e for h1s w1dely
‘ crrCulated pro-segregatmn tract, in wh1ch he argued that integration demed whrte
| southemers the "God glven rrght to keep hrs blood whrte and pure...If God in His

* 1nﬁn1te w1sdom had wanted a Mongrelrzed leCd man that man would have been on

- this-earth." Likewise;in an add'ress entitled "A Lawyer Challenges the,U.S. Suprerne ".‘ -

5 Cobb, 213.
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- Court," Hugh V. Wall told members of the M1ss1ss1pp1 State Bar Assomatron that the
Supreme Court ' usurped the most sacred rrght that is guaranteed our people the r1ght
to educate our own chrldren.v. If the blood of our white race should become
corrupted. ..with the blood of Africa. ..all hope for'the future would be forever

gone 176 Another member of M1ss1ss1pp1 s Bar, Senator James O. Eastland called the
Brown decrsron an 1llegal immoral, and sinful doctrlne ! Dubbed the ' symbol of |
racism in Amerrca" by a New _York colleague, Bastland’ rationalized that _"Southe_r_n

. peoplelwillnot be _\/iolating .the Constitution or‘ the law When_they defy this monstrous

propos1t10n 71

Although the‘-jurisprudence-laced arg_uv'ments 'ag_ain,st Brown may h,ave flown =
over- the heads of many white Work'ing-cla‘ss Mississippians, most underStood the
racial implication‘s of the" Supreme ‘Cou‘rt_"s decision. A white man who w0rl<ed for the. "
Coca;Cola.bott_ling plant in Belzoni, for example, spoke for many white |
l\/lisysissippiansin his succinct view of _desegregation: "Integration leads to -
intermarriage" then there vslon't be. any'whites left or nigras left: there'd be a race of ',
. mulattoes If my daughter starts gomg to school with nrgras .she won't think
_ anyth1ng of datmg one of em."!7 |
'_Of course, at least one Mississippian stood up in defense of the _B_TM
: dec_ision... Four years earlier in 1950, William Faulkner delivered hiis acceptance

speech for the Nobel Prize in Stockholm, Sweden, In it, Faulkner emphasiZed "the

e Blaustem and Ferguson 8 9.
1 Cobb, 217. ‘
8 Thid., 216.
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~old verities and truths of the heart”--"'love and honorand pity and pride and-
comp.assion'and sacrifice~." He claimedl that these ”verities” providedthe '

| underpmmngs for the trlumph of human existence, cla1.m1ng "that man wﬂl not ’ ,

merely endure: he w111 preva11 He 1s1mmortal .because he has 'a soul, 'a spirit |

: capable of compasswn and sacrifice and endurance s For Faulkner none

exemp'lifie‘d honor and pride or sacrificed and endured more than the southem

“ b‘l'ack..lgo Perhaps Faulkner discerned that the rising tide for bllack equality would soon

engulf the South and subtly expressed that in his speech Faulkner recogmzed that

southern blacks had spirits capable of.. sacr1f1ce and endurance Sacrifices datmg '

back hundreds of yearshad flowed 1ns1de them, and in the 1950s these sacrifi_ces..

WeIIed in loud, clear calls for equa'lity; When asked in 1956 about his opinion on .

black efforts for 1ntegrat10n William Faulkner stated that the "Negro has aright to

: .equahty His equality is 1nev1table an 1rres1st1b1e force "181 1 other words, Faulkner’. ‘

.believed that blacks would not merely endure: they would prevail.

Before the Brown decision, William Faulkner's literary career had declined. '
After Brown, his career fell into sharper decline; in the southern public eye, he
quickly changed from a writer of the hi ghest esteem to an irascible, old curmudgeon.

But Faulkner had started a southern literary legacy. Following Faulkner's _lead,

» 19 William Faulkner, "Speech of Acceptance upon the Award of the Nobel Prize
for Literature," Bear, Man, and God: Seven Approaches to William Faulkner's The
Bear, Francis Lee Utley, Lynn Z. Bloom, Arthur’ F. Klnney, eds. (New York: Random
-House, 1964), 170-171.
18 Although Faulkner did not intimate this in h1s Noble Pr1ze speech he clalmed it
in several interviews. Merriwether and M1llgate 20-21, 78-79, 258-64. '
181 Ib1d 260. ' .
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fictional southern .writers like Robert Penn Warren, Richard Wri'ght,i and R-alph
Ellison gave compassionate_ 1itera_ry representations to. their region's blacks. ~
Con‘comitant to this fictional rnovement, scholars hailing from Dixie like \}emon' L. .
Wharton, George"B. Tindall, and Fletcher M. Green studi’ed'southern blacllc"s with )
unﬂagging commitment. ‘Another such scholar came from the Black Belt of |

Arkansas C Vann Woodward

The first pubhcatron of C. Vann Woodward s The Strange Career of Ji im -

' Crow fell on the heels of the Supreme Court's Brown decrsron. Woodward's book
quickly became, as Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. referred'to it, the Bible of the second

Reconstruction. The nation felt its impact immediately: it sold more than half a

million copies withir ten j{ears of its initial publication. The Strange Career of Jim
Crow launched a new field of study i-n American" ‘history--the field of southern race: ,
relatrons Studies on southern black h1story had surfaced before Woodward's work;. ‘

he benefited tremendously from Wharton s The Negro in M1331s31pp1 1865 1890

(1947) and Tindall's The Negro 1n South Carolina, 1877- 1900 (1949) But The

h . 'Strange Career of Jim Crow treated the hlstory of black-whrte relations in the South'
as a separate, distivnct entity. Joel Williamson believes that the Brown decision

' motivated Woodward tounderstand:'sor_nething he had al_ways known: "that ‘?there had
been, indeed, a history of race relati‘Onsin the South, that things had now always beeri -

the same." Woodward grasped the idea thatsouthem race relations had a diverse,

even evolutionary, history. He recognized that southern race relations "had not frozen . '
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with the end of either slavery or [the first] _Rec‘onstruc‘tion‘ into an absolutely

monolithic, rigid, and lasting pattern."'%?

This study makes nb attempt to alter or revisé. Wo_odwérd's work. HoWevcr; it
does argue thaf although the pattern of rab_e rélatio,ns ini the South ‘c‘:'hanged from :
Emancipat;ioﬁ to the Second Reconstruction, tﬁe idéés that genérated the pattern were |
' str_ikirigly similar. Before Emancipation, \_vhi.tes 'ﬁﬁiﬂtained that blacks weré :
inherently inferior, and that inferiority relegated them to a subser‘vieﬁt. stétus. After B
-Einancipation, the system of racial ééntroi evolved from slavéfy té segregatién, But
the idea of black inferibrity remained the primary justificétion fof White‘éupr‘emacy. |

For whites, characteristics that.'direc.:tly'spoke tobléck inférioﬁty coﬁgemed '
sexuality. Winthrop Jordan noted that tl_ie' e’arli‘.est‘ whitefblack bdﬁtact t;réu ght |
stereotypeé of lusty, o\'fer'-sexed black males and fer_néleé into white culture.. |
Seventéenth-century English sailors wrote of "hot cc-)néti.tution'd" African wonien who E
unscrupulously sought White male sexual COmpanionéhip. Marinefé also hot_ed that
African fnen had "mgmbérs" of "éxtra‘o'rdinary gréafnesS" or abnormally large |
' "'pfo,pagators." Whites carried these irhages into the twentieth;pentury. |

Southern whitc men accorded black women with a:sﬁpcmafufél sexuality.

Naturally attracted to"whivte men, black women used thei_r sensual and éexual charms

182 Williamson, The Crucible of Race, 491-93.
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to overwhélm théir victims, rendering white men -virtu_ally pO\j)verless not to taste the

"forbidden fruit." No one proﬁoted this image of black women more than 'Thomz;ls '

Dixon. For ]jixon, women With any black ahéestry’ possessé‘d both carna{l ciesires for
white men and the hypncs_ijc sexuélity to lure them in'to bed: In ".I;he‘ Cldnsﬁan and_-

The Sins of the Father, Dixon characterized his black and mulatto female characters

as conniving nymphs who used their sexual pdwers to gain a foothold within their
white victims' lives.
William Faulkner represented the relationship between white men and black

 or mulatto women in a different way. In Absalom, Abslélbm’!, Thomas Sutpen formed

a famﬂ}; with ah' o_ct(').roon in Haiﬁ_,_ but he‘ later denied her ahd‘the sén he fathered
after.djs_cove.rin g her blﬁck'lanééstry.. Thomas Sutpen had Vs./illpo{)ver; a motivation
- that drove him tc; build the most impressivé 'ﬁl'antation inJ efférsonl He never fell into
a trance,‘lu-r'ed into 'be_d by a Se;(ual enchantréss. He chscibusly'marrie;d a woﬁan -
who he thought was white; he consciously ﬂéd to New Orléan_s éfter discovérin g her
~ black ancestfy; he consqibusly denied his son of one;sil)(teenth bléck ancestry "t‘we‘nty
yearS after his exodus from Haiti; and hé g:onsdiousiy coupled With a known mulatfo
after his dynésty émmbleq. Sutpen made deéisions, and, 'fc->r "Eau‘lkhe‘r,‘ ﬁis de'cisions_
outlined.the éfbry of the Soﬁth. o | | |
Like Caliban fro;h Sh_akésp_eafe.’s The Temp‘est who looked into a glass Bu.t -
disliked the monsfrous image, sputhem White men saw a side of thei_r life in
Faulkner's Iiteratufe tﬁey did not 'wiSh to see. Robert Pénn :Wafr6n no.t.ed thé

vilification Faulkner received from fellow Mississippians. When asked.'why he hated
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» Faulkner, a white gentienian from Clarksdale resﬁonded that Faﬁlkner's literafure v_\}as‘
"Gory and on the seedy side of life."'®> The "seedy side” of gouthei'n life was exactly
- what Féu_lkner sought to expose and exactly what cha’ra’-cters‘ like Qﬁentin_éompson _
tried to deny. He told the story of Thlomas Sutpen, aﬁd his legacy haunted Quentm
till his dc_aéth. '
| Like Quentin, whit¢ Sé)llthél’i’l men did not Wanf to kﬁow the story of Sutpen
and its similarities to thei:r' lives. When .it came to'sexilzﬂ'lrelatioﬁs_ with women of a
"16Wer caste," white meﬁ n_e'eded fhe irﬁagé promqtéd by _Dch)n out of, as J ordan :
c'al,le(.i'it, "'psych(.)-éocial necesSities." Black énd mﬁlatto v.\;o_rrien.represented a ready- |
: fnade scapegoat for white men. Images' of black women’s'.sexﬁali-ty functidned to -
: _e?(plain away t'he‘r.nulgttos in. their presence and t§ purge ‘t.h.e gﬁilt of white men who.
‘used their advantages to e_.x‘p'loit both antébellum and pOs-tbellum mianity Womén..?
The aforementioﬁed super-sexual imagé of black men ‘waS also deeply rooted
in whit‘e southern culture. Sex-ual‘.r’elations between ‘bla'ck' meﬁ énd whité' wémen
dﬁring slavery were alwaysyla_b_eled taléo‘o. Becéuse m_ixed—raCe progeny al&ays
followed tﬁe mother"s"' statﬁs, white rﬁen forbade white worﬁen from beddi_ng wi';h |
black mén ;md vice—a-vers‘a;, The sexism thét reinforced the racism' in the antebe_'llum_
South continued after Emancipation. Mulattos 00ntiﬁued to foliéw tﬁe stétﬁé the
r_nOther'é status, thus segregétihg whites. from blacks ahd mulattos depended on white -

women's rejection of interracial affairs,- -

18 Robert Penn Warren, Segregation: The Inner Conflict in the South (New York:
Vintage Books, 1956), 21.- ' ‘ L : :
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+ From this social organization came tWQ concomitah£ images--the feapplication
of the old images éf the'lusty, o?ersexed black ma:n and thé chasfe, racially conscious
whit‘.é Worrian? imbued by Viétorian virﬁiés and repulsed by black men. With these
two images simulta'neously channeling thréugh Whité’meh.'s minds, the only se;( that
.coﬁid occ’:uf between black or mulatto r}nenl and white" women, accordihg to white

men, heippenéd by rape. Thoughts Qf black ‘rvapi‘sts pervaded white Soqthern culture
-frém Emancipation to the 1950s. White méﬁ, réfusi‘vng to.accept tﬁat some white |
womeﬁ'willingly chose to sleep with black,men, 'lynche(_i and)or castrated anyv black
man that dared violate the "sacrednesé of white womanhood."v.OriC‘e \again, Thomas . -

Dixon's literature pcrfeétly capturéd white beliéfs 1n black rapists. The Leopard's

Spots and The Clansman reinforced the images already festering in the minds of
white southern men. The black and m.u‘latto- méle characters of Dixdn's' fiction
subjected innocent; physically helpless white women to their sexual wrath. For
Dixoq, lynching existed as the meéns of protecﬁng wﬁite Womep.

© The deep-seatedness of the beliéf iq b_lack ra.pi'sté rgveals‘ itself in the
ainbi_valence of William Faulkne}. Although ﬁis serisitiv_ity' féf racial fairness came

~out in his literature, Faulkner ju.stifi-,ed lynching in his letter to thé Memphis

_ | Commercial Appeal. With wordé and ideés resembling Dixon's, Faulkner ciair_néd
" that lynch mobs had a knack for being right and that lynching p‘rbtected against the

violation of sacred white women. However, in his fiction, Faulkner revealed white

female characters that hardly resembléd helpless-victims. In Light in August, the

knowledge that white women willingly bedded.w_'ithv black -ahd mulatto men of the
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lower caste shocked J oe Christmas. S-imil'a-r' to ah(;ther native Mississiénpian, Ida B
Wells, who in 1897. ésserteg‘i that the white "woman [had] been a will'ihg consort o'f'
héf [b'léck] paramour,” Faﬁlkher su ggestcd thét séme sexual affairs ‘bciafwéen“‘ bl‘acic
men and white women we;re ‘c:Onsensual.“g"1 -' | |
* But the fictional Joe Christmas, like the nonfictional Nelse Patton,.actually
killed a white female victim, ultimafely justifying his lynching for Whiteé. In |
. Faulkﬁer'é analysfs, however, the paraﬁoia resulted from takiﬁg incideﬁts c<-)‘r_1du'ct-e‘_.d
by individuals and stéreotyping groﬁpé of pedp.le., _Nélse Patton and Joe Chriétrﬁas_ ,
performed individual écfs, but their ac‘;tions, because of stereotypes, casjt an i_mége‘ on .
all.'black men. The paranoia had p.sych'ol"o gicﬁl ‘power: it transmo grified an individual
‘ crime into a collective crh_ﬁg; r_apés became, to _ree_mphasize Faulkner's Wordé, "an
anonjmous crime committed not by a negro bu£ By Nég-ro." |
| Frofn' the anfeb'ellum to the postbelhifn, southern white men ultifﬁatély Wishec_i

to preserve white racial integrity. Although the pattern of southern race relations

evolved, as Woodward posited in The S.trange"Ca.reer of J im Crow, the féa: of.

miscegenation persiéted asa vi'talncomponer‘it éf fr_l-aintainin.g. white sup%em_aéy. ‘F‘rom‘
.the antebellum farmer who asked, "How';l you hke to hev ani gger éteﬁ;pih‘ up to your | _
‘Ida'rter," to Theodore Bilbo who lustily boasted iﬁ 1947 ‘that. the "South stand_vs for

blood, for the preservation of the blood of the white race," the story ‘of -soﬁthern‘race—

85

relations has centered on the fear of miscegenation.l-

18 Royster, 118.
18 Bilbo, 58.
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. A "lyello.w man“.interviefWed bsl Robert 'Pcnn Warren in 1956 gave ﬁis
. interpretation on the white feSistancé to integration:. "Mongrel‘ization...,that‘s‘What a
white man will sz;ly. You'a's'k him and he'll say that. He wants to head it off...But
.lc_>_ok at my face. It wasn't. a biack man hung it on me."'® The "}.'ellow man" and his
obs:ervation‘ briﬁg this study to closure. His visa'ge' juxtaéosed against hi_s w-ords
represents the blatant hypocrisy of w_hit¢ men's defeﬁse of the color line. Although
‘white me.:n. bore much of the re_:sponsibili_ty for mulattos, they vehemently re;fused to |
abcepf them. After Emancipatibﬁ; whité rﬁen febuilt a syste'rﬁ of white. supremacy in
' Whiéh the old aﬁtebellu_m tule of a r‘nulatto following the status éf the mother applied.
White men used their eco_ril_om_ic and social advantages to éxploit women of the iowér- |
caste and prevented white Womén from bédding witﬁ black men, thus pfeserving the
unadulteratea line of "white b_loéd;" |

Thefe is, of COUI;Sé, neitherl "white ‘Blood" nor "black‘ blood,‘" neith.er,'"'white"
people nor "biack" 'peol.)l_e: As mahy séholars haye postulated, the melange of SO~
cal.le.d races, espe;:ially in Ameri-ca',- crea;téd so-called black 'pe‘oplel biol‘c;gically
' 'inaistinguishable from so-called 'Whit_e people. White southem men thought they
protected their bloodline, bﬁt they and their forefathers violated the_"bloodl'ihe," if it__
ever existed. Perhaps Faulkner recognized the consanguini‘ty“o.f many "blacks" ana
"whites" in his own family and throu ghdut'the South. For a whife southerner, his
literature showéd an ‘u.'n}.)r_e_cedented- sensitivity to race.in general and miscegghation in

particular. Maybe'he felt a connection to the black Féulkner families that lived in

186 Warren, 32-33.
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" New Albany, Mississippi, his birthplace, or perhaps he knew that while he laid on his
deathbed his second cousin,' a mulatto ‘n,a‘med Faulkner Hu ghés, prepared to accept

her crown as Queen of Me-De-So Cotillion in Bal_tirhor_e, Maryland.187 .

_ 187 Walton; 6-7; Williamson, Faulknér and Southem History, 384-85.




103

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Altken Roy E and Al P. Nelson. The B1rth ofa Natlon Storv Mlddlesburg, VA:
W1ll1am Ww. Denhnger 1965

Arkansas Revised Statutes, Annotated (Kerby, 1904)

- Bailey, Hugh C. Edgar Gardner Murphy, Gentle Progresswe Miami: Un1vers1ty of
M1arm Press, 1968 :

Baker Ray Stannard Followm,gr the Color L1ne New York Doubleday Page 1908.

Berland, Alwyn. Lrght in August: A Study in Black and Wh1te New York
Twayne Pubhshmg, 1992. ‘

Bilbo,‘ITheodore G. Take Your Choice: Separation or Mongrelization.
Poplarville, MS: Dream House Publishing, 1947.

Blaustein Albert P. ‘and'Clarence Clyde Ferguson, Jr. Desegreaat1on' and the
Law: The Meaning and Effects of the School Segregatlon Cases New York
Vlntage 1962. : -

' Blotner Joseph Faulkner ABlographV Vol 2. New York Random House 1974

Faulkner A Blographv One Volume Ed1t1on New York Random House
1974.

. Braxton Bernard. Women, Sex and Race: A Reallst1c View of Sex1sm and
Rac1sm Washmgton D.C. Verta Press, 1973 ' :

. Brown V. Board of Educatlon 347 U.S. 483 (1954)

N Brownﬁeld Allen C. "Intermarrrage and the Court " Commonweal 81 5 February
1965, 601-621. : .

Cash W J. The Mind of the South New York: Vlntage Books 1941

| Chessnutt, Charles Waddell. Prrvate Journal Vol. 2 3 January 1881 Chessnutt .
- Collection. Specral Collections, Un1vers1ty of North Carolina. Chapel Hill.




© 104

Chopin, Kate. The Awakenmg and Selected Short Storre New York: Bantam Books
1992.

~ Cobb, James C. The Most Southern Place on Earth The M1ss1ssrpp1 Delta and
the Roots of Regronal Ident1ty New York: Oxford University Press 1992.

Cohn, David L. "How the South Feels Atlant1c Monthly, J anuary 1944 49- 61

Cook Raymond Allen. Fire from the Flint: The Amazmg Careers of Thomas o - ';;‘
D1xon Wmston Salem NC: JohnF Blair, 1968. . ' ‘ R

Cullen, John B. and Floyd C. Watkins. Old Times in the Faulkner Country. Chapel
JHill, NC: Umversrty of North Carolina Press, 1961.

Cutler James Elbert. Lynch Law An Invest1gat10n into the H1story of Lynchmg in
the United States. New York Negro Umvers1t1es Press, 1905 ) :

Davis, F James. Who Is Black" One Nat1on s Def1n1t1on Un1vers1ty Park, PA Penn
State University Press, 1991

' Day, Caroline Bond A Study of Some Negro-White Fam111es in the United States
‘ Cambrldge MA Peabody Museum of Harvard Umversrty, 1932

D1xon Thomas Jr The Clénsman: An H1stor1cal Romance of the Ku Klux .‘
Klan. ergewood NJ: The Gregg Press 1967 R

. The Leopard S Spots A Romance of the Wh1te Man's Burden 1865-
1900. Ridgewood, NJ: The Gregg Press, 1967

The Sins of the Father'» A Romance of the South New York' Appleton, 1912.

. Southern Horrzons The Autoblography of Thomas D1xon ed Karen M.
Crowe. Ann Arbor MI UMI 1984 ‘ o

~Dollard John. Caste and Class ina Southem Town Garden Crty, NY Doubleday,
1957 ' ‘

| Dower J ohn War w1thout Mercv Race and Power i in the Pacrfrc War New York
Pantheon Books, 1986. ‘

D Souza, D1nesh The End of Rac1sm Prmcmles fora Multrcultural Soc1ety New
York: The Free Press, 1995 : :




105

Du Bois, W.E.B., ed. Neszro Amencan Family. New York: Negro Unlver31ty Press,
1969. ‘

. The Souls of Black Folk. New York: Signet Classic, 1969 .

Faulkner, William. Absalom, Absalom!, ed. Noel Polk. New York: Vintage, 1986.

. Collected Stories of William Faulkner. New York: Vintage, 1995.

. Go Down, Moses. New York: Vintage, 1990

Intruder in the Dust. New York" Vintage 1991.

nght in August. New York: V1ntage 1972

. The Sound and the Furv ed. Noel Polk. New York: V1ntage 1990.

Frankenberg, Ruth. Wh1te Women Race Matters: The Soc1al Constructlon of

Whiteness. Minneapolis: The Unlver51ty of Minnesota Press, 1993.

G11more Glenda Elizabeth. Gender and Jim Crow: Women and the Pol1t1cs of - .
White Supremacy in North Carolina; 1896-1920. Chapel Hill, NC: Un1vers1ty of
North Carolina Press, 1996.

Gosset Thomas Jr. Race: The History of an Idea in America. Dallas TX: Southern
Methodist Un1ver31ty Press 1963.

Gr1ff1n John. Black LiKe Me. New York: Slgnet Books, 1963

‘Grimshaw Allen D., ed. Ra01a1 Violence in the Un1ted States. Chlcago Aldlne ‘

Pubhshmg, 1969.

Gutman Herbert G. The Black Family in Slaverv and Freedom 1750- 1925 New
York: Pantheon Books, 1976.

Hall, B.C., and C.T. Wood. The South. New York: Scribner, 1995.

Hailz Jacqueline Dowd. Revolt against Chivalry: Jesse Ames and Women's Campaign
against Lynching. New York": Columbia University Press, 1993.

Henriqn‘es, Fernando. Children of Conflict: A Study of Interracial Sex and
Ma_rriage. New York: E.P. Dutton and Co., 1975.

Hernton, Calvin C; Sex and Racism in Afnerica. New York: Grove Pfess, 1965. .




106

Holland Endesha Ida Mae. "Memories of the M1ss1ss1pp1 Delta."” M1ch1gan Ouarterlv
- Review 26 (wmter 1987) 240-265,

Holmes, erham F. The White Chief: James Kimble Vardaman Baton Rouge LA:
Louisiana State Umvers1ty Press, 1970 ' ‘ ‘

. Jackson Daily Clairon-Ledger. 9 September-15 September 1908.

.J ordan Winthrop. The White Man's Burden Historical Origins of Rac1sm 1n the
Unrted States. London Oxford University Press, 1974.

. White over Black Amer1can Attitudes toward the Negro 1550 1812 N ew
York Norton 1977 -

- Kinney, Arthur F. Go Down, Moses: The M1scegenat1on of Time. New |
York Twayne Publlshrng, 1996 :

. Kirwan, Albert D. Revolt of the Rednecks Lexmgton KY Un1vers1ty of Kentucky
1 Press, 1951. ‘

- Kolchin, Peter. Arner_ican Slavery, 161'9-1,877._New York: Hill and Wang, 1993. .

- Lafayette County Press (Oxford, Missfissippi). 9 September-15 September 1'908.

Larsson, CloyteM ed: Marrrage across the Color Line. Chicago: Johnson | _
‘ Pubhshmg, 1965. ‘

McMillen, Neil R Dark Journey: Black Mrssrssmmans in the A,qe of J im Crow
Urbana IL: Un1vers1ty of Illmo1s Press 1989 .

, and Noel Polk "Faulkner on Lynchrng " The Faulkner J ournal 8 (fall 1992):
3- 14

 McPherson, James M. Ordeal by F1re The Com1ng of War 2d ed Vol 1. New York
McGraw H1ll 1993 '

} Matthews, Donald R., and J ames W. Protho Negroes and the New Southern
Pohtrcs New York Harcourt, Brace and World 1966

‘Memphis Comrnercral Appeal 9 September—lS Septernber 1908.

Meriwether, James B, and Michael Mrllgate ed Lion in the Garden: Interv1ews with
William Faulkner 1926 1962. New York: Random House.




© 107

Morgan Chester M. 1985 Redneck Liberal: Theodore G. Bilbo and the New Deal
Baton Rouge, LA Louisiana State Unlversrty Press 1968.

Morris, Willie. North Toward. Home. Oxford MS: Un1vers1ty of M1ss1ss1pp1 Press
1982. ‘ :

Murphy, Edgar Gardner Problems of the Present South: A D1scuss1on of Certam
Educational, Industrial and Political Issues in the Southern States. New York
Macmillan, 1904.

' Myrdal Gunnar. Amerlcan Dilemma: The Negro Problem and Modern Democracy
2d ed. New York: Harper and Brothers, 1962 ‘

NAACP Thirty Yeas of Lynchlng in the Un1tes States, 1889 1918 New York: Arno
Press, 1969. : .

Newby, LA., ed. The Development of Segregatlomst Thought Homewood IL
The Dorsey Press 1968 :

. Jim Crow's Deferise: Antr-Negro Thought in Amerlca 1900- 1930. -
Baton Rouge, LA: Louisiana State Un1vers1ty Press, 1965. *

Nolen, Claude H. The Negro's Image in the South: The Anatomy of White
Supremacy Lexington, KY: Unrvers1ty of Kentucky Press 1967.

Novick, Peter. That Noble Dream: The "Ob1ect1v1ty Ouestlon and the American
Hrstorrcal Professron New York ‘Cambridge Un1vers1ty Press, 1988

- Percy, Wﬂham Alexander Lantems on the Levee: Recollectrons of a Planter's-

Son. New York: AlfredA Knopf, 1941

P_owdermaker Hortense After Freedom A Cultural Studv in the Deep South. New
‘ York Random House 1968 : :

Plessy v. Ferguson 163 U.S. 537 (1896)

Reuter, Edward Byron The American Race Problem New York: Thomas Y
Crowell Company, 1970

Rice, Lawrence D. The Negro in Texas, 1877 1900 Baton Rouge LA Lou1s1ana
State Unrversrty Press 1971 : ‘ R




108

Royster, Jacqueline Jones, ed. Southern Horrors and Other Wiitings: The Anti-
Lynching Campaign of Ida B. Wells, 1892-1900. Boston: Bedford Books, 1997.

~ Scott, Emmett J. and Lyman Beecher Stowe ‘Booker T. Washington: Bullder of a
C1v1hzat10n Garden C1ty, NY: Doubleday, 1917 : :

Shannon AH. The Racial Integrity of the Amer1can Negro Washmgton D C
Public Affairs Press, 1953. ' .

:Shaprro Herbert. Wh1te V1olence and Black Response, From Reconstructron to .
Montgomery Amherst MA University of Massachusetts Press 1988

- Skates, John Ray and Dav1d G Sans1ng Mrss1ss1pm L1fe Past and Present Jackson,
’ MS: Magnoha Pubhshmg, 1980 ‘ ‘

South Carolina. C1v1l Code. 1902. :

Stember, Charles Herbert Sexual Racism: The Emotional Bamer to an
Integrated Society. New York: Elsev1er 1976. '

Sundquist, Eric J. Faulkner: The House Divided. Balt1more MD Johns
Hopklns University Press 1983. '

Taulbert Cl1fton Once Unon a T1me When We Were Colored Tulsa OK Tulsa
University Press 1980

Taylor Walter. Faulkner s Search for a South Urbana IL: Unrver81ty of
Illinois Press, 1983. :

‘Thomas, Brooks, ed Plessv v. Ferguson: ABrref History wrth Documents Boston:
~ Bedford Books, 1997.

Utley, Francis Lee, Lynn Z Bloom and Arthur F. Kinney,- eds Bear, Man and God:’
Seven Approaches to William Faulkner's The Bear New York: Random House
1964 : ‘ : '

‘U S. Congress House of Representatrves 1* sess. Con,qress1onal Record ( l6 March
1904). : o

. (28 March 1904).
(22 February 1908).

. (19 January 1922). -




109

. 2" sess. (7 June 1924).

Walton Anthony Mrssrssmm An Amerrcan Journev New York Alfred A. -
Knopf, 1996 - =

Warren, Robert Penn. Segregauon The Inner Conﬂ1ct in the South New York
Vrntage 1956.

Washmgton Joseph R Jr Mamage in Black and White. Boston Beacon Press
' 1970. : _

W1ll1amson J oel The Crucible of Race: Black—Whrte Relations in the Amerrcan
South since Emancipation. New-York: Oxford Un1vers1ty Press, 1984

. New People: Miscegenation and Mulattoes in the United States. Baton Rouge
LA: Louisiana State Unrvers1ty Press 1995

, erllam Faulkner and Southem H1storv New York: Oxford Un1ver31ty Press
1993 ' : -

White, Walter. A Man Called Whrte The Autoblographv of Walter White. New
- York: Viking Press, 1948. '

Rope and Faggot A Brography of Judge Lvnch New York Alfred A Knopf
1969 : L :

Wood Forrest G. Black Scare: The Racist Response to Emancmatron and
Reconstructlon Berkeley and Los Angeles: Un1ver31ty of Cahfornra Press, 1970. -

Woodward, C. Vann ed. Mary Chesnut's C1v1l War New Haven CT Yale
: Un1vers1ty Press, 1981.

. The Stran,qe Career of Ji im Crow, 3d. ed New York Oxford Un1vers1ty Press |
1974

erght Richard. "The Ethics of L1v1ng J im Crow "In Uncle Tom's Children. New
York: Harper Perennlal 1989 ' :

‘Yates, Gayle Graham. Mississippi M1nd A Personal Cultural History of an Amencan :
State. Knoxvrlle TN: Unrversrty of Tennessee Press; 1990 B

Zack, Naom1 ‘Race and Mixed Race Ph11adelph1a Ternple Umversrty Press 1993




LT

3 1762 10274503 9

MONTANA STATE



