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Abstract:
The purpose of this study was to compare personal, professional, and job-related characteristics of
women and men Business Education faculty. The study included NABTE institutions of the Western
Region/NBEA; faculty employed full time who taught at least one business education course; and
academic year, 1976-1977.

The Hewitt study of 1975, which included only 38 faculty from the Western Region, was the only
source found which compared the status of men and women for the profession. Other national studies
showed a pattern of declining progress for women in the areas of rank, salary, tenure, and advancement
in higher education in general.

Data were obtained via a mailed questionnaire sent to 172 Business Education faculty. Out of an 88.4
percent return, usable responses included 87 men and 53 women, or 81.4 percent. Forty-three null
hypotheses were established, and the Chi Square (Χ2) Test of Significance was used to determine
retention or rejection of each null. No hypotheses were stated for 14 additional, related items for which
statistical comparisons provided added insight.

Rejection of the nulls occurred for 14, or 32.6 percent of the characteristics tested, compared with
retention for 29, or 67.4 percent. The 14 extra items showed 6 differences and 8 non-differences.

The null hypotheses were rejected for the areas of: marital status, highest degree earned, tenure,
academic rank, academic-year salaries, business work experience, major officeholder, publication of
articles and books, out-of-class speeches, part-time administrators, class preparations, teaching contact
hours, and student enrollees.

The null hypotheses were retained for the areas of: sex (compared with 55% men and 45% women);
mean ages: years in rank; teaching experience; job locations; memberships; minor officeholder; travel;
sabbaticals; appointments and elections to committees; credit hours taught; contact hours for graduate,
undergraduate, and freshmen-senior classes; advisement of students and organizations; extension and
additional on-campus classes taught; and student assistance.

Several recommendations were based upon the finding that 87.4% of the men, compared with 41.5% of
the women, had the doctorate. Providing women with assistance for improving self-confidence as well
as further study was proposed. Focus upon updating the learning and working environments of
Business Education by administrators, faculty, and students was suggested; and supporting
recommendations were outlined. 
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