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Abstract:
This study investigated and compared the attitudes of two groups of secondary-level teacher-trainees
toward six percepts of teachings "to educate," "to explain," "to instruct," "to lecture," "to teach," and
"audio-visual instruction," One group consisted of 47 teacher-trainees beginning their teacher-training
program; the other group consisted of 108 trainees nearing the completion of their training.

The latter group was divided into those who had completed a course in audio-visual methods of
instruction and those who had not completed such a course.

The subjects' attitudes were revealed through their rating of each concept on a set of nine bipolar
semantic differential scales. Results were analyzed (1) in terms of each group's mean scale scores, (2)
in terms of each group's mean factor scores on each of five dimensions of meaning; and (3) in terms of
the distances each group perceived between the various concepts in a. two- and a three-dimensional
semantic space.

It was found that the trainees nearing the completion of their program manifested a greater separation
of the concept "to lecture" from the other concepts than did the beginning trainees. The beginning
trainees perceived "audio-visual instruction" in less favorable terms and with less agreement among
themselves than did the trainees nearing the completion of their training. Those trainees who had
completed a course in audio-visual methods gave the concept "to lecture" a less favorable evaluation
than did. those trainees who had not taken this course.

It was concluded that the trainees nearing completion of their program did not equate lecturing with
teaching, and that a course in audio-visual methods of instruction favorably influenced these attitudes. 
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