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Abstract:
Direct combustion biomass systems often do not return the economic rewards expected because of
faulty cost estimations and/or mismatches between the system and the fuels used. "Hidden" costs of
fuel collection and system operation may be substantial. Characteristics of specific fuels may negate
their use with certain system designs.

Correct evaluation of both technical and economic aspects of biomass combustion systems and fuels is
essential for achieving optimal installation results.

These topics are addressed, and a BASIC computer program developed to produce approximate annual
cost comparisons between conventional and biomass fuels is included. 
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