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Abstract:
This study sought to identify and compare selected demographic, attitudinal and personality
characteristics of reservation and off-reservation teachers of Montana who were "stayers" or "leavers"
during the 1978-1979 school year.

This study involved a review of the literature related to teacher attrition, the development of a survey
instrument to measure teacher attitudes toward their teaching positions, the administration of a
standardized instrument for measuring personality characteristics of teachers, the grouping of teachers
employed in the participating reservation and off-reservation schools as stayers and leavers, and finally,
the analysis of the data collected by the use of chi-square tests of independence, analysis of variance
(two-way), and multiple regression analysis procedures.

The major findings of the study were that no significant differences were found in the personality
characteristics of "stayers" and "leavers”; no significant differences were found in the personality
characteristics of reservation and off-reservation teachers; and significant were differences found in
some of the selected demographic characteristics and teacher attitudes of "stayers" and "leavers" as
follows: (1) the level of teaching certificate possessed by Reservation and Off-reservation teachers; (2)
the responses of Reservation and Off-reservation teachers to the item "supervision of instruction in my
school was important to the principal and teachers"; (3) the responses of Reservation and
Off-reservation teachers to the item "the opportunities for advancement in my school were adequate for
me"; (4) the responses of Reservation teachers to the item "the teachers of my school openly
communicated with the principal"; (5) the responses of Reservation and Off-reservation teachers to the
item "the principal of my school desired effective teaching"; (6) the responses of Reservation teachers
to the item "the instructional program in my school stressed high academic standards for students"; (7)
the responses of Reservation teachers to the item "I had a teaching assignment which was satisfactory";
(8) the responses of Reservation teachers to the item "I had a good working relationship with my
building Principal"; (9) the responses of Reservation teachers to the item "in general the students in my
school demonstrated self-control"; (10) the responses of Reservation teachers to the item "in general,
the students in my school demonstrated satisfactory a.cademic achievement"; (11) the responses of
Reservation teachers to the item "the School Board of Trustees recognizes teachers as professionals";
(12) group membership in either the "Stayers" or "Leavers" is effected by a teacher's age, total years of
teaching experience, and years of experience in their present position.

From the data analysis, findings, conclusions, and recommendations were offered. 
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