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Abstract:
The trout fishery on 3.5 km of the Missouri River between Townsend, Montana and Canyon Ferry
Reservoir was studied during 1978 and 1979. A partial creel census to determine fishing pressure, catch
rates, and harvest was conducted on weekdays, weekends, and holidays from July 1 through November
17, 1978 and on weekends and holidays from August 25 through November 16, 1979. In 1978
interviews of 1274 fishermen were conducted. The census showed an estimated 11,673 fisherman
hours were expended in harvesting about 7856 trout. About 88,5% of the pressure and 92.5% of the
harvest occurred during the second half of the census period. Peaks in the pressure, catch rates, and
harvest occurred from 10/7-10/20 1978 and were greatest on the portion of the study area nearest the
reservoir. About 97% of the trout harvested during 1978 were rainbow trout with 74% of these being
32 cm or longer. These fish appear to be mainly hatchery-reared trout stocked in the reservoir two or
three years prior to their harvest. They move into the study area on a fall run but only a few appear to
be attempting to spawn in the fall. Fishing pressure in 1979 was 2% less than in 1978 but the harvest
declined 30%. Fewer fish may have been in the study area in 1979 because the discharge from the river
was 42% lower than during the census period of 1978. 
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