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Abstract:
This study was to obtain information concerning the preschool facilities in Montana to determine how
they met the Children'S needs in terms of location, staffing, program and equipment by means of a
questionnaire.

The sample included 61 Head Start, day care centers, nursery school and child development centers
upon which the results are based.

Children of disadvantaged families in the large and the small towns and on the Indian reservations had
the greatest preschool opportunities, The middle-class children and those in the medium-sized
communities had very little opportunities for care or education at the preschool level. More facilities
are needed in Montana to meet these needs.

There was an average of 8.03 persons on the staff which included teaching and non-teaching personnel,
Of the 211 teachers, only 7 had a master's degree and 55 had a bachelors degree. There is a need for
more qualified, trained teaching personnel in the state preschool program.

These programs were directed towards education for these 3-6 year old children and in meeting their
basic needs. Care was a secondary matter. The government played a part in the establishment and
operation of a large portion of these preschool facilities, A variety of equipment was in good supply at
most of the facilities — long on dolls, housekeeping items and blocks, shortest on large climbing
aparatus and vehicles.

Less than half of the facilities were licensed by the state welfare office. The state suggests, but doesn't
enforce strict requirements that all facilities be licensed to operate. 
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