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Abstract:

The principal purpose of this study were to determine the farmers' opinion of the conservation practices
used on his farm, and the changes In farm organisation and management that resulted from the use of
the practices. These conservation practices represent an effort to better adapt the agriculture in the
Great Plains to the limitations of the region.

The forms studied were located in the Power-Dutton Soil conservation Service Project; and the Soil
Conservation Service Project in the Froid area. Schedules were filled out by about 22 farmers in each
area. The two projects were different In some respects and emphasized the necessity of careful study
before a set of conservation practises should be recommended for an area.

The Power-Dutton area, located In the "Triangle", will continue to be predominately a wheat growing
section, since water shortage eliminates livestock development. Since the advent of conservation
programs, farmers had more generally adopted a one-half fallow-one-half crop type of rotation. The
restriction In wheat acreage caused by the Agricultural Adjustment Administration program was
accompanied by superior methods of production—namely, the use of more summer fallowed acres, so
that the curtailment in wheat acreage could not be expected to reduce production proportionately.
Farmers were using strip fallow and trashy cover to control wind erosion. Although operation costs
were somewhat higher because of the stripped fields, farmers believed wind erosion was definitely
curbed and crop yields stabilized.

The Froid area, In northeastern Montana, had sufficient water for livestock, and a diversified
agriculture was being established. Land retired to grass was providing hay and some pasture, and feed
reserves were accumulating. stock dams were elding In livestock production, end over one-half of the
forms had Increased livestock because of conservation programs.

Wind erosion, farmers reported, wee controlled by contour stripe with grass buffers, or by straight
stripe. There contour strips were used, the retirement of a large acreage to buffers was necessary, which
made continuous creeping necessary on many of the forms. Farms cooperating with the SCS and the
AAA showed a decrease in wheat acreage and an increase in grass acreage. Both contour end straight
stripping required more fuel although this tendency was mere pronounced on the contoured fields,
farmers said. Farmers had not generally noticed increased yields from contouring. Desirable
adjustments in the area would be the Increase In acreage of cropland on most farms which would allow
summer fallow or other rotation; providing summer range appeared necessary for a part of the farms in
order that the hay being produced could be utilized by Increased livestock.
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