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Abstract:
The problem in this study was, given there is not sufficient instructional time in a Montana student’s
K-12 schooling years to master all the content knowledge and skills identified in the McREL
comprehensive national subject-matter content standards database, which content standards do
Montana school board trustees perceive to be definitely necessary for all Montana students to master
prior to high school graduation? Montana school board trustees serving in school districts enrolling
students in grades K-12 rated the relative importance of the McREL subject-matter content standards.
The average percentage of trustees who indicated a content standard as definitely necessary for all
Montana students to master prior to high school graduation allowed for the rank-ordering of the content
standards from the most important to the least important. Trustees also rated the relative importance of
three main goals of education. The demographic variables of school district classification, trustee
gender, age, years of school board experience, educational level, occupation, and income level were
analyzed to determine if there was a relationship between the variables and trustee responses.

The major findings from this study are: (a) only 120 to 140 of the 248 national subject-matter content
standards would be included in the Montana K-12 school curriculum, (b) the Montana K-12 school
curriculum would include virtually all of the content standards in some subjects while excluding
virtually all of the national content standards in other subjects, (c) there were few significant
differences between Montana school board trustee responses and the demographic variables examined,
(d) trustees believe the main goal of education should be to provide the knowledge and skills students
need to become well-rounded and live productive lives, and (e) there were more similarities than
dissimilarities between the McREL/Gallup national study and this study.

The major conclusion from this study is if those who are responsible for identifying and defining the
essential subject-matter content knowledge and skills all Montana students should master prior to high
school graduation choose to review and consider what Montana school board trustees perceive all
Montana students should know and be able to do, they will need to develop a K-12 school curriculum
that focuses more on some subjects and content standards while focusing less on others. 


