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Abstract:
This study is concerned with examining the social position which residence halls occupy within a
collegiate community. In particular, the status structure of various residential units is examined.

Fraternities and sororities consistently enjoy higher status than do halls of residence. This is true both
in the opinion of residents of fraternities and sororities as well as occupants of residence halls.

Consequently, residence halls are regarded as less desirable places to reside than all other organized
living groups. This is In spite of the fact that most of the residence halls are superior in certain physical
char-acteristics such as location, construction, and furnishings. The occupants of residence halls also
have lower academic goals than do fraternities and sororities.

While this is merely a descriptive study designed to only explore the social position of the residence
hall, it does point to the fact that the residence halls in this study were in an Inferior position to perform
their educational function as compared with fraternities and sororities.

This study illustrates the need for research in depth to examine the struct-ure and function of residence
halls from an educational standpoint.

With the projected Increase in enrollments during the next decade, additional research concerning
residence halls is essential and it is felt that this study may be helpful in providing a foundation for
these future Inquiries.
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