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Abstract:
ABSTRACT Large-scale coal mining and energy-related development may have substantial impacts on
the predominantly rural Northern Great Plains. This dissertation investigates the impacts likely to occur
in localities in this region, including both economic effects and fiscal consequences for governments.

The methodology employed is computer simulation. The simulation model is composed of an
economic base submodel which determines labor requirements; a labor supply submodel which is used
to predict employment/population ratios, migration and wages; a local government spending submodel;
and a revenue submodel.

The model is used to predict economic and fiscal responses to forecasted coal mining in Montana. The
dissertation concludes with an analysis of policy issues important in a rapid growth region. 
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