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Abstract:
This study was a history of the Health, Physical Education and Recreation Department at Montana
State University, 1893-1979.

Source materials used in this study were classified as either primary or secondary and were subjected to
internal and external criticism. The weighing of evidence, characterizing the results and generalizing on
the findings were the methods employed to organize and record the history of the Department.

The study was divided into five chapters: 1) Introduction, 2) Personnel, 3) Curriculum Development
and Department Organization, 4) Facilities, and 5) Summary and Conclusions. This was done to allow
for ease, design and reading of the final study.

The growth and development of personnel, curriculum and facilities have paralleled each other
throughout the history of the Department.

In the early years, the lack of space prevented the development of a required program. The construction
of Romney Gymnasium corrected this problem and as a result, a four year curriculum in Physical
Education for men was started and physical education became a University requirement. These
developments led to the development of a women’s four year curriculum and in addition, the hiring of
more personnel.

Over the last twelve years, rapid growth and expansion has been the result of the hiring of many new
staff members, a majority who have terminal degrees. The addition of specialists to the Department has
led to an expansion in the program and need for more space as a result, New facilities are under
construction and being planned to meet these needs.

Much of the growth and development of the Department has been due ' to the addition of highly
qualified personnel, the changing curriculum and the construction of new facilities.

This history provides the faculty, staff and others with a reference of what the growth and development
of the Health, Physical Education and Recreation Department at Montana State University has been. 
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