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Abstract:
The University of Montana was established in 1913 as an administrative integration of the four existent
state supported institutions of higher education: Montana State University at Missoula, Montana State
College at Bozeman, Montana School of Mines at Butte, and Western Montana College of Education at
Dillon. Eastern Montana College of Education at Billings was added to the system in 1927, and
Northern Montana College at Havre in 1929.

At the time of its inception, the University of Montana was a unique institution of higher education.
This uniqueness was due to the retention by the units of the University of fully autonomous freedom of
operation on the local level within a framework of integrated administrative control under a Chancellor,
the executive officer of the State Board of Education. In 1916 the Executive Council, composed of the
presidents of the units, was organized as a policy-recommending body for the Chancellor.

Four Chancellors have served the University: Dr. Edward C. Elliott from 1916 to 1922; Dr. Melvin A.
Brannon from 1922 to 1933; Dr. Ernest O. Melby from 1943 to 1944; and Dr. George A. Selke from
1946 to 1950.

From 1933 to 1943 the University of Montana was administered in a "care-taker status" by the
Executive Secretary of the University, assisted in policy recommendations by the Executive Council,
with all final details handled directly by the State Board of Education. In 1951 the Legislature
abolished the Chancellorship position. At the same time it created a new office, "Executive Head" of
the University of Montana, but failed to appropriate funds for salary. In 1953, the Legislature made the
Executive Secretary of the University an officer directly responsible to the State Board of Education.
Since that time routine administrative functions of the University have been the responsibility of the
Executive Secretary, with policy recommendations made directly by the Executive Council to the State
Board of Education.

The original plan for a University system of integrated administrative control built around a dynamic,
powerful Chancellor broke down under the exigencies of practical politics. A revised plan operating
without a Chancellor and with fairly direct control by the State Board of Education through the
Executive Secretary is now being tested in the crucible of fate. 
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