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Abstract:
The human body, its forms, connective structures, stresses, changes of direction and movement are
influential in my work. Consciously and intuitively my compulsion is to reflect the body's shapes in
metal forms. These pieces have a natural relationship with the body's curves, angles, planar strength
and shifting surfaces.

My technical involvement includes the use of traditional techniques of blacksmithing and forging as
they can be applied to the design of contemporary jewelry and metal forms.

There is an excitement in utilizing contrasts in material, steel and copper against the richness of colored
silk, ivory and fine silver. These are symbols of utility and durability, hard and cold, juxtaposed against
symbols of elegance and fragility, soft, colorful and richly lustrous.

The formal aspects of lines drawn in space represent paths of movement, rhythm and form. Asymmetry
produces visual tension and linear involvement which surrounds and encloses space, creating negative
areas that play against one another.

I have combined these elements, and by limiting my materials and techniques, explored and expanded
the artistic possibilities within, a small area of metal smithing. 
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ARTIST'S STATEMENT

The human body, i t s  fo rm s , co n n ec t ive  s t r u c t u r e s ,  s t r e s s e s ,  changes 

o f  d i r e c t i o n  and movement a re  i n f l u e n t i a l  in my work.  • Consc iously  

and i n t u i t i v e l y  my compulsion is to  r e f l e c t  the  body's shapes in 

metal  forms.  These p ieces  have a n a t u r a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  the  

body's c u r v e s ,  angles, -  p l a n a r  s t r e n g t h  and s h i f t i n g  s u r f a c e s .  •

M y l t e c h n i c a l  involvement in c ludes  the  use o f  t r a d i t i o n a l ,  techniques  

o f  b la c k s m i t h in g  and f o r g i n g  as they  can be a p p l ie d  to  the  design  

o f  contemporary j e w e l r y  and metal forms.

There is an exc i tem e n t  in u t i l i z i n g  c o n t r a s t s  in m a t e r i a l ,  s tee l  

and copper a g a i n s t  the  r ichness  o f  co lo red  s i l k ,  ivo ry  and f i n e  

s i l v e r .  These a re  symbols o f  u t i l i t y  and d u r a b i l i t y ,  hard and co ld ,  

ju x tap o sed  a g a i n s t  symbols o f  e legance  and f r a g i l i t y ,  s o f t ,  c o l o r f u l  

and r i c h l y  l u s t r o u s .

The formal  aspects  o f  l i n e s  drawn in space rep re s e n t  paths o f  move­

ment , rhythm and form. Asymmetry produces v i s u a l  tens io n  and l i n e a r  

involvement which surrounds and encloses space,  c r e a t i n g  n e g a t iv e  

areas  t h a t  p l a y  a g a i n s t  one a n o th e r .

I have combined these e lem en ts ,  and by l i m i t i n g  my m a t e r i a l s  and 

t e c h n iq u e s ,  exp lo red  and expanded the  a r t i s t i c  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  w ith in ,  

a small  a rea  o f  metal  s m i th in g .
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SLIDES.

T. P i c n i c  Fork Stee^ ,  f i n e  s i l v e r  and copper

2.  Shoulder  F ib u la Copper and s t e r l i n g  s i l v e r

3. Shoulder F ibu la View 2

4 .  Neckpiece I Copper and s t e r l i n g  ' s i l v e r

5 . 1 Neckpiece I I M i ld  s te e l  and s i l k

6. Neckpiece I I I Copper and s i l k

7. K n i f e  I High carbon s t e e l , i v o r y . a n d  f i n e s i I ver

. 8; A n k le t Copper,  iv o r y  and s i l k

9. B r a c e l e t Copper and s i l k

10.  B r a c e l e t View .2.

11. F i b u l a  I S t e e l ,  iv o r y  and s i l k

12. F ib u la  I I S tee l  and s i l k

13; K n i f e  I l High carbon s te e l  , i v o r y  and f i n e s i I v e r

14.  Bacchana l i an 
Mask F lask S t e r l i n g  s i l v e r ,  s t e e l  and s i l k

1 5 .  BacchanpTj an" 
Mask F lask View 2

16. K n i f e  I I l High carbon s t e e l  and s t e r l i n g  s i l v e r

17* Neckpiece I V Copper and s i l k

18 .  HeadpzIece S t e e l ,  co t ton  and s i l k

19. W a i s t l e t  I S tee l  and s i l k

20 .  W a I s t l e t  I I Copper and s i l k



Y*!". *

V S n NI 3QVW
/

7 y

vs n NI 30VW v s  n NI 30VW vs n NI 30VVM
J

f
MADE IN U.S.A. \

J

to

<:
D
Z
UJQ
<
5

vs n NI 30VW / / >

M
A

D
E IN

 U
.S.A

.















4





























MONTANA STATE UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES


