
R
ESEA

R
C

H
 PO

STER
 PR

ESEN
TATIO

N
 D

ESIG
N

 ©
 2019 

w
w

w
.PosterPresentations.com

ABSTR
AC

T
Beginning in late 2019, a deadly 
virus began to plague our w

orld, 
killing thousands upon thousands of 
individuals.  W

ith a pandem
ic of this 

m
agnitude, panic surely follow

s.  In 
this poster, in order to see the peak 
of panic in various countries, 
G

oogle search trends have been 
analyzed.  Based on the research, 
trends in searches for “coronavirus” 
seem

 to peak around the tim
e the 

virus entered a certain country, 
m

aking m
illions feel threatened. In 

som
e regions of the w

orld, panic 
seem

ed to be m
uch greater than in 

other regions. The panic in Italy 
w

as alm
ost doubled that of the 

panic in the U
S. In the future, using 

resources to track internet searches 
can be a great w

ay to tell w
hat a 

region, or people, are m
ost 

concerned about at the tim
e being.

O
BJECTIVES

U
sing a coding program

 called 
R

Studio, and the coding package 
called ”trendy,” I w

as able to read in 
data from

 the internet, specifically the 
term

 “coronavirus.” 

•
After I installed the “trendyy” 
package, I read in the term

 
“coronavirus,” and it yielded raw

 
data from

 the internet.
•

N
ext, the data w

as loaded into a 
visual graph that depicts the num

ber 
of G

oogle searches for the term
 

“coronavirus.” The scale w
as set as 

12 m
onths.

•
The next step w

as to com
pare the 

panic in the U
S to the country Italy.

•
Finally I com

pared “depression” to 
“coronavirus”.
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The C
oronavirus Panic
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The m
ain objective of this study 

w
as to analyze trends in G

oogle 
searches for the term

 
“coronavirus,” as w

ell as term
s 

related to this.  The other 
objective w

as to com
pare the 

panic in the U
S, to panic in Italy. 

And finally, com
pare the term

s 
“depression” and “coronavirus.”

This graph depicts the results for 
“coronavirus” in the U

S. As you can 
see, the searches peaked in M

arch, 
w

hen the virus becam
e very apparent 

in the U
S.

This second graph illustrates the 
searches in Italy (red line), and the 
searches in the U

S. C
learly, the panic 

in Italy w
as far m

ore serious, and had 
a m

uch higher peak.

This final graph illustrates searches for 
“depression” (blue line), and searches 
for “coronavirus” (red line). If you look 
closely, you can see that there is a spike 
in M

arch for both term
s.  This is likely         

          caused by the isolation and fear 
           individuals have been living in. 
This isolation can take a m

ajor toll on a 
person’s m

ental health.

Based on the findings of the research, 
the U

S reached its peak panic in early 
M

arch. Italy - a country that w
as hit 

incredibly hard - peaked around the 
sam

e tim
e, but at a m

uch greater 
m

agnitude. This is likely due to 
difference in health care quality and 
system

s.  Finally, though it m
ay seem

 
sm

all, there w
as a spike in both 

“depression” and “coronavirus,” w
hich 

I presum
e to be due to the less than 

norm
al conditions w

e are all living in.


