
Key understandings and skills : a content guide in the preparation of overseas technicians
by Thomas Floyd Trail

A thesis submitted to the Graduate Faculty in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of
DOCTOR OF EDUCATION in Education
Montana State University
© Copyright by Thomas Floyd Trail (1966)

Abstract:
The purpose of this investigation was to determine the curriculum divisions and subject matter areas
basic to the preparation of overseas technicians. A survey of 150 training program syllabi, training
literature, and interviews with authorities in the field of technical cooperation were utilized to
determine the basic curriculum areas. A questionnaire was constructed and administered to 100
authorities in the field of technical cooperation to gather data respecting curriculum priorities. Several
findings were revealed by the study.

1. The consensus of authorities in the field of technical cooperation indicated that the basic curriculum
divisions and subject matter areas determined in the study were basic to the preparation of overseas
technicians.

2. A survey of training program syllabi of technical cooperation training programs clearly indicated
that the majority of programs do not provide orientation in the curriculum areas deemed essential to
technician preparation by training specialists.

3. Training specialists emphasized that the curriculum areas of the philosophy and objectives of the
agency, administrative considerations, cultural adjustment, language skills, inter-cultural relations,
institution building, and technological change should receive top training priorities in the preparation of
overseas technicians.

4. Training experts in their comments indicated that all, of the curriculum areas listed in the
questionnaire should be incorporated into current training programs. The specific area skills and
understandings known to contribute to technician effectiveness were also reported by training
specialists to be essential in technician orientation.

From the summary findings the following conclusions were drawn.

1. Most U. S. technical cooperation training programs have not adequately prepared technicians for
overseas service. The inadequate attention given in training programs to certain basic curriculum areas
such as cross-cultural and developmental processes has made it impossible to do an effective job in
preparing technicians.

2. In the basic curriculum areas the lack of provision for the development of specific key
understandings and skills for technician preparation is characteristic of most current training efforts.
Until training programs stress the understandings and skills known to contribute to technician
effectiveness, U. S. training programs will continue to inadequately train their overseas representatives.

3. A planned and, integrated approach to the design and development of training program curricula is
paramount if training program directors are to successfully guide technicians in learning the key
understandings and skills contributing to overseas effectiveness. Thus an organized drive for improved



curriculum offerings is a great necessity in the preparation of today's overseas technicians. 
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