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Abstract:
This study described differences in attitudes of teachers in comparison to selected independent
variables, tested for interaction between intervals of experience and other selected independent
variables and the dependent variables of attitude, and predicted attitudes of teachers based upon the
selected independent variables. The independent variables were gender, education level, years of
experience, marital status, teaching assignment, district size, and whether teachers were parents or
nonparents. The dependent variables were attitudes toward teaching as an occupation, teaching skills,
frustrations of teaching, relationships with supervisors and students, students and classroom climate,
parents and students, professional responsibilities of teachers, and internal and external pressures of
teaching.

The procedure used to gather data for this study consisted of a broad surveying technique. Teachers in
Alaska, Hawaii, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, Oregon, and Washington were sent a 70-item survey
instrument and asked to respond on a Likert-type scale to the attitudinal questionnaire; 823 responses
were used for statistical analysis.

Significant differences were found between teachers with different years of experience. Teachers with
5-9 years of experience were found to have more positive attitudes toward teaching' skills than those
with 20-24 years of experience. Teachers with 5-14 years of experience indicated more frustration with
teaching than those with 0-4 years.

Elementary level teachers were found to have more positive attitudes toward teaching as an occupation,
teaching skills, students and classroom climate, and relationships with parents than high school
teachers. Teachers with children were found to have more positive attitudes toward teaching as an
occupation and relationships with supervisors and students than teachers without children. Teachers in
districts with 10,000 or more students had less positive attitudes toward teaching skills than those in
districts with 1-9999 students. Married teachers were found to have more positive attitudes than
unmarried teachers toward teaching as an occupation and teaching skills. No significant differences
were found between teachers with different levels of education. Male teachers had more positive
attitudes toward students and classroom climate than females, while female teachers had more positive
attitudes toward parents and students than males.

Overall, the attitudes of teachers in this survey were positive concerning the various attitudinal topics. 
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&'!$�� &!++%�'�$� ')�� � # � �(� � � =%�<� $%"�� ��� ��#"� P34MD7� #"$� ')�� &'!$� �

+��,%�*�$� ��� � ! ��� � � P34E47:� � (�& '� ��#�� '�#/)��&� =���� /%"/��"�$� #�%!' �

')�*&����&� #"$� ' ) � (� � /%*+�'�"/�� ("� '�#/)(".� #� + # � '(/ ! �# � � &!�8�/'2 �

*#"#.(".� #� /�#&&�%%*2� #"$� (":� $�#�(".� =(')� $ (&/ (+ �(" � � +�%���*&:� �)�� �

=%��(�$� #�%!'� =)#'� ')�� + � (" / (+ # �2� ,� ��%= � '�#/)��&2� #"$� ') � (� � &'!$�"'& �

')%!.)'� %,� ')�*:� 	"%')��� (&&!�� =)(/)� ') (& � &'!$�� !"/%����$� =#&� ')� �

, ( � & ' � ��#�� '�#/)��&�� ,� !& '�# '(% " � =(')� +�%/�$!�#�� *#''� �&2� ( : � : 2 � )%=� '% �

�!"� #� $ (' '% � *#/)("�2� )%=� '%� &(."� !+� ,%�� ,(�* � + �%8�/ '%�&2� #"$� )%=� '% �

%�.#"(1�� #"$� !&�� &/)%%�� '(*�� � , , ( / ( � " ' � � :

 %)"&'%"� P34537� #�&%� &%!.)'� '%� $�&/�(��� , ( � & ' � ��#�� '�#/)��&:� �� �

("'���(�=�$� 3A� '�#/)��&� ,�%*� ���*�"'#��2� 8! " (%�� )(.)� #"$� &�"(%�� )(.) �

�� � � �& :� �)�� '=%� ("'���(�=&� =���� $%"�� ��'=��"� 0#�/)� #"$� 	+�(�� #"$ �

')�"� #.#("� ("�  !"�:� �)�� '�#/)��&� )�� ("'���(�=�$� $(&+�#��$� &(* (�# �



�4

$����%+*�"'#�� +#''��"&� '%� ')%&�� $�&/�(��$� ��� � ! ��� � � P34E47� #"$� ��#" �

P34MD7:� �)��� /)#".�$� ,�%*� '�#/)��&� =)%� =���� U&(*+��� =(')� ') � (� �

&'!$�"'&>� P+:� NI7� (" '%� '�#/)��&� =)%� &#=� &'!$�"'&� ��#�"� ��/#!&�� %,� ') � (� �

'�#/)(".� #"$� =)%� =���� #���� '%� '�"$� '%� ')�� ("&'�! / '(%"#�� "��$&� %, �

&'!$�"'&:� �)��� $�&/�(��$� ��(".� *%��� /%*,%�'#���� #"$� ���#?�$� =(')� ')� �

&!�8�/'� *#''��� #"$� ')�� ("&'�! / '(%"#�� +�%/�&&:� �)��� #�&%� , � � ' � ')��� )#$ �

��/%*�� +#�'� %,� ')�� &/)%%�� / ! �'! �� � #"$� )#$� ���"� #//�+'�$� ��� %')�� �

,# / ! �'� � *�*���&:� �#&'��2� ')��� �?+��&&�$� /%",($�"/�� ("� ')�*&����&� #& �

+�%,�&&(%"#�&� #"$� *#"#.��&� %,� / ) (�$ ��" :

�)�� ��/%"$� ��#�� %,� �?+��(�"/�

	++��.#'�� #"$� �#&���� P34M47� $($� #� ,%��%=@!+� &'!$�� %"� 3N� %,� ')� �

%�(. ("# �� 35� '�#/)��&� ,�%*� ')�� 34MM� &'!$�� $%"�� ��� ��#"� � '� # � :� $!�(". �

') � (� � &�/%"$� ��#�� %,� '�#/)(".:� 	++��.#'�� #"$� �#&���� ,%!"$� # ' '(' ! $ (" # � �

/)#".�&� )#$� '#<�"� +�#/�� ��'=��"� ')�� '�#/)��&�� , ( � & ' � ,%!�� *%"')&� %, �

, ( � & ' � ��#�� '�#/)(".� #"$� ')�� �"$� %,� ' ) � (� � &�/%"$� ��#�� %,� '�#/)(".: �

� ) � (� � # ' ' ( ' ! $ � � '%=#�$� ') � (� � # � ( � ( ' � � '%� )#"$��� $ (&/ (+ �(" � � +�%���*& �

��/#*�� *%��� +%&('(� � :� �) �(�� # ' '('! $ � � '%=#�$� ')�� +�(" /(+#�� $($� "%' �

/)#".�:� �)�� '�#/)��&� >$($� "%'� &��� ')�� +�(" /(+#�� #&� )#�(".� #"�� ��#� �

� ,, � / ' � %"� ' ) � (� � /�#&&�%%*� '�#/)(".>� P+:� E 7:� �)�� &�/%"$� ��#�� '�#/)��& �

, � � ' � *%��� #//�+'�$� #&� *�*���&� %,� ')�� ,# / ! �'� � #"$� , � � ' � #���� >'%� �� '! �" �

,#�%�&� ')��� )#$� #&<�$� ,%�� ("� ')�� , ( � & ' � ��#�>� P+:� M 7:� 	'� ')�� �"$� %, �

') � (� � &�/%"$� ��#�2� ')�&�� '�#/)��&� >%���=)��*(".��>� , � � ' � ')��� =���� *%�� �

� ,, � / '(� � � '�#/)��&� #"$� ')# '� ' ) � (� � /�#&&�%%*� ("&'�! / '(%"� =#&� � � ''� �� ')#" �

(" � ' ) � ( � � , ( � & ' � � �#�:� �)�&�� &�/%"$� ��#�� '�#/)��&� #�&%� ��#,,(�* �$ �

� ! ��� � �& � P34E47� /%"'�"'(%"� %,� *%��� �?+��(�"/�$� '�#/)��&� ��(".� ��&&
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&��,@/%"/��"�$� #"$� *%��� &'!$�"'@/%"/��"�$:� �)�� '�#/)��&� ("� ') (& � &'!$� �

�?+��(�"/�$� �"8%�*�"'� ,�%*� ') � (�2� �� �# '(%"&)(+&� =(')� &'!$�"'&:� >��(". �

= (') � ') � � &'!$�" '&>� P+:� 337� =#&� #� *#8%�� &%!�/�� %,� &# '(& ,# / '(%" : �

�%=����2� *#"�� ��+%�'�$� ')��� =���� ��&&� +%&('(� � � #"$� *%��� (" '% �� �#" '� %, �

&'!$�"'&:� �)��� # ''�(� ! '� $ � ') (&� '%� ' ) � (� � >&)�$$(".� %,� ($ � # �(& '(/ � �(�=&> �

P+:� 3I7� #"$� ��/%*(".� *%��� � � # �(& ' (/ :

� ') ��� /%"/��"&� %,� ')�&�� &�/%"$� ��#�� '�#/)��&� /�"'���$� #�%!"$ �

��/%*(".� � � ''� � � '�#/)��&2� ��(".� *%��� � ,,� / '(� � � ("� ')�� /�#&&�%%*2� #"$ �

<��+(".� $ (&/ (+ �(" � � /%"&(&'�" ':� �)��� $($� "%'� >,�#�>� '�#/)(".� #"$� ��.#" �

'%� ��� *%��� � � # �(& ' (/ � #�%!'� ' ) � (� � %="� �?+�/'#'(%"&� /%"/��"(".� ')�*;

&����&2� &'!$�"'&� #"$� +#��"'&:

�"�� '%� �(��� ��#�&� %,� �?+��(�"/�

F#'1� P34MN7� ,%�*!�#'�$� ,%!�� $����%+*�"'#�� &'#.�&� %,� +��&/)%%� �

'�#/)��� .�%=')� #"$� '(� $ � ')�*� '%� ')�� , ( � & ' � ,(� � � ��#�&� %,� '�#/)(".:� �)� �

&'#'�$G� >�"$(�($!#�� '�#/)��&� *#�� �#��� . ��# '�� � ("� ')�� ��".')� %,� '(*� �

&+�"'� ("� �#/)� &'#.�>� P+:� IB7:� F#'1� #�&%� %!'�(" �$� '�# (" (" . � #"$� & '# ,, �

$����%+*�"'� "��$&� %,� ')�� '�#/)��&� ("� ')�� �#�(%!&� &'#.�&:� �)�� &!��(�#� �

&'#.�� P#++�%?(*#'���� 1��%� '%� %"�� #"$� %"�@)#�,� ��#�&� %,� �?+��(�"/�7 �

("/�!$�$� *#"�� %,� ')�� &#*�� /%"/��"&� �� �# '�$ � ��� , ! � � � � � P34E472� ��#" �

P3 4MD72� #"$� ��#"� � ' � # � :� P34MM7:� F #'1�&� &!��(�#�� '�#/)��&� =��� �

/%"/��"�$� �(')� >. � ''(" . � ')�%!.)� #� $#�� ("� :%"�� +(�/�>� P+:� IB72� #//�+'#"/�2 �

��� /%���#.!�&2� #"$� >�#"� � � *#<�� ( ' � ! " '(�� ')�� �"$� %,� ')�� =��<9>� P+:� IB7: �

�)�� ��/%**�"$�$� ')# '� ')�&�� '�#/)��&� ��/�(��� %"@&('� � &!++%�'2� �"/%!�#.�;

*�"'2� #"$� .!($#"/�:� F#'C� &!..�&'�$� ')�� ' �# (" � � � ��� # �#(�# � �� � =)�" �

"��$�$� #"$� ')# '� ')��� #�&%� &/)�$!��� +��(%$(/� � (& ('& :
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�"� ')�� &�/%"$2� %�� /%"&%�($#'(%"� &'#.�� P#++�%?(*#'���� %"�� #"$� %"�@ �

) # �, � '%� ') � � � � � �#�&� %,� � ? + � �(� " / � 72� '�#/) ��&� =���� $�&/�(��$� #& �

��.(""(".� '%� /%"/�"'�#'�� %"� / ) (�$ ��" :� �)��� =���� #���� '%� ($ � " '(,� �

/)(�$��"� =)%� $��(#'�$� ,�%*� ')�� "%�*� #"$� =)%� )#$� &+�/(#�� "��$&:� �)�� �

#�&%� ��/#*�� #=#��� %,� =)#'� '%� �?+�/'� ,�%*� �%!".� / ) (�$ �� " :� �!�(".� ') (& � : �

'(* �2� F#'1� ��/%**�"$�$� '�#/)��&� ��/�(��� /%"'("!�$� %"@&('� � #&&(&'#"/� �

#"$� #//�&&� '%� & + � / (# �(& '& � =)%� /%!�$� )��+� =(')� &+ � / (,(/ � +�%���*& �

/%"/��"(".� / ) (�$ ��" :� �)�� %++%�'!"('�� '%� &)#��� �?+��(�"/�&� =(')� %')�� �

'�#/)��&� =#&� #�&%� &!..�&'�$:

F#'1�&� ') (�$ � &'#.�2� ')�� ��"�=#�� &'#.�� P'=%� #"$� %"�@)#�,� '%� ,%!� �

��#�&� %,� � ? + � �(� " / � 72� =#&� /)#�#/'��(1�$� ��� ')�� '�#/)��&� ��/%*(". �

(" ' � � � & '� $ � = (') � "�=� $����%+*�"'&� ("� ')�� , ( � �$ � #"$� ("� '�� (" . � "�= �

'�/)"(-!�&� #"$� #++�%#/)�&:� �%� #//%**%$#'�� ') (& � "��$2� F#'1� ���(���$ �

')�&�� '�#/)��&� &)%!�$� #''�"$� /%",���"/�&2� 8% (" � +�%,�&&(%"#�� %�.#"(1#;

'(%"&2� #"$� )#��� #//�&&� '%� 8%!�"#�&� #"$� *#.#1("�&:

�)�� *#'!��� &'#.�� ("� F#'1�&� /%"'("!!*� %//!�&� # '� ')�� �"$� %,� ') �� � �

��#�&� ,%�� &%*�� '�#/)��&� #"$� ,%�� %')��&� # '� ,(� � � ��#�&� %�� *%��:� ��#/)��& �

=)%� ��#/)� ') (& � &'#.�� ��.("� '%� #&<� ')�*&����&� *%��� #�&'�#/ '� -!�&'(%"&: �

�)��� #��� (" '� ��&'�$� ("� ' ) � (� � +)(�%&%+)(�&� %,� �$!/#'(%"2� ')�� $����%+*�"' �

%,� / ) (�$ �� "2)%= � �$!/#'(%"#�� $�/(&(%"&� #��� *#$�2� #"$� =)�')��� '�#/)(". �

(&� #� +�%,�&&(%":� F#'1� #&&��'�$� '�#/)��&� # '� ') (& � &'#.�� &)%!�$� /%"'("!� �

'%� #''�"$� /%",���"/�&� #"$� ��#$� 8%!�"#�&� #"$� �%%<&:� �%*�� *#�� �"�%��� (" �

#$�#"/�$� $�.���� +�%.�#*&:

F#'1� *#$�� ') � � +% (" '� (" � )��� # � ' ( / � � � ')# '� > '�# (" (" . � "��$&� %, �

'�#/)��&� /)#".�� #&� ')��� .#("� �?+��(�"/�� #"$� #&� ')��� *%��� ,�%*� %"�� &'#.� �

'%� #"%')��>� P+:� IA7:� �)�� �%/#'(%"� %,� ')�� ' �# (" (" . � #"$� ')�� '(*(".� %,
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')�� ' �# (" (" . � &)%!�$� #�&%� , ( ' � ')�� "��$&� %,� ')�� '�#/)��&� #&� ')��� *%�� �

')�%!.)� ' ) � (� � /#����&:
�

	� �%".('!$("#�� &'!$�� $%"�� ��� 	$#*&� #"$� 0#�'�#�� P34537� /%��� / '�$ �

$#'#� %"� '�#/)��&�� /%"/��"&� %���� #� &(?� ��#�� +��(%$2� �#".(".� ,�%*� ') � (� �

&'!$�"'� '�#/)(".� �?+��(�"/�� '%� ')�� �"$� %,� ' ) � (� � , ( , ' ) � ��#�� %,� '�#/)(".: �

�"� ') (& � &'!$�2� 3IN� '�#/)��&� =���� &���/'�$� #"$� # '� ')�� �"$� %,� &(?� ��#�&2 �

IA� ��*#("�$� #&� + # � ' � %,� ') � � &#*+��� .�%!+:� �)�� ��#/)��� �%"/��"& �

�)�/<�(&'� P���7� $�&(."�$� ��� � ! ��� � � #"$� �#�&%"&� P34MD7� =#&� �� ,(" �$� �� �

	$#*&� P345B7� + �(% �� '%� ('& � !&�� ("� ') (& � &'!$�:� �)�� ���� ($ � " '(,(�& �

/%"/��"&� = (') � # $ ! �' � + � � / �+ '(%"&2� +!+(�� +��/�+'(%"&2� ("& '�! / '(%"2 �

$ (& / (+ �(" � 2� #/#$�*(/&2� #"$� &/)%%�� �"�(�%"*�"'#�� (",�! �" / �&:� ����� ')� �

&(?� ��#�&� %,� ') (& � &'!$�2� &����#�� '��"$&� ("2'�#/) � �� /%"/��"&� =���� ,%!"$: �

�)��� #��� &!**#�(1�$� #&� ,%��%=&G

P37� 	&� �?+��(�"/�� ("/��#&�&2� /%"/��"� =(')� #$!�'� +��/�+'(%"� $�/��#&�&:

PN7� 	&� �?+��(�"/�� ("/��#&�&22� /%"/��"� =(')� +!+(�� +��/�+'(%"� $�/��#&�&:

PA7� 	&� �?+��(�"/�� ("/��#&�&2� /%"/��"� ,%�� ("&'�! / '(%"#�� �,,�/ '(��" �&& �

("/��#&�&:

PD7� 	&� �?+��(�"/�� ("/��#&�&2� $ (&/ (+ �(" � � /%"/��"&� $�/��#&�� & �(. ) ' �� :

PI7� �'!$�"'� '�#/)��&� #"$� , ( , ' ) � ��#�� '�#/)��&� )#$� �%=��� /%"/��"&� ,%�

�� #/#$�*(/� &!//�&&� ')#"� , ( � & ' � #"$� ') (�$ � ��#�� '�#/)��&:� ��/%"$#��

'�#/) � �&� &)%=�$� #� & �(. ) ' � �! '� &'�#$�� $�/�("�� ("� /%"/��"� ,%� �

#/#$�*(/� &!//�&&:

� ! ��� � �& � &'!$�� P34E47� (&� &!++%�'�$� ��� 	$#*&� #"$� 0#�'�#��&� P34537 �

,("$(" .&:� ��#/)��� &��,@/%"/��"&� $�/��#&�� #/�%&&� �?+��(�"/�� �� � � �& : �

�=%� #��#&� %,� /%"/��"� =)(/)� =���� /%"&(&'�" '�� � )(.)� #/�%&&� # ��� �� � � �&� %,
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�?+��(�" / � � =���� +�%���*&� %,� &'!$�"'� $ (&/ (+ �(" � � #"$� *%'(�#'(%"� #"$ �

&'!$�"'� #/#$�*(/� &!//�&&� #"$� = � ��@��(" . :

	$#*&� P345N72� ("� #� &�+#�#'�� # � ' ( / � � 2� $(&/!&&�$� ')�� !&�� %,� ')� �

��#&&�%%*� ��&���#'(%"� ��/%�$� '%� ��/%�$� >� ,,� / '(� �>� '�#/)(".� ��)#�(%�: �

�)�%!.)� ')�� !&�� %,� ') (&� %�&���#'(%"� ��/%�$2� )�� =#&� #���� '%� ��+%�'� ')# ' �

'�#/)��&� ("� ' ) � (� � , ( � & ' � ,(� � � ��#�&� &)%=�$� #� /)#".�� ("� >�,,�/ '(��"�&&> �

#/�%&&� �?+��(�"/�� �� � � �& :� ��#/)��&� )#$� #� $�#*#'(/� ("/��#&�� ("� ' ) � (� �

>%�.#" (1�$R&�& '� * # '(/ � � � )# � (%�2� # , , � / ' ( � � � '�#/)(".� ��)#�(%�2� #"$ �

&!�. �" 'R&'(* ! �#'(" . � '�#/)(".� ��)#�(%�>� P+:� DN7:� ���*�"'#��� '�#/)��& �

#�&%� &)%=�$� #� & (. " (,(/ # " '� .#("� ("� #� '�"$�"/�� '%� ("/��#&�� $�&(�#��� �

+!+(�� ��)#�(%�:� ��� #�&%� ��+%�'�$� ')# '� ')�� ���*�"'#��� '�#/)��&� ("� ') (& �

&'!$�� =���� *%��� /)(�$@/�" '� ��$� ')#"� &�/%"$#��� '�#/)��&:� ��/%"$#�� �

'�#/)��&2� )%=����2� #&<�$� *%��� -!�&'(%"&� #"$� )#$� #� *%��� (" '� �# / '(� � �

& '� �� � =(')� &'!$�"'&:

	� &'!$�� $%"�� ��� �#".�� P345N7� =#&� #� ,%��%=@!+� &'!$�� !&(".� 3I� %,� ')� �

%�(. ("# �� 35� '�#/)��&� ("�%���$� ("� ')�� &'!$�� ��� ��#"� � '� # � :� P34MM7:� 0#"� �

%,� ')�� (" '� ��(�= � -!�&'(%"&� #&<�$� %,� ')�&�� '�#/)��&� =���� ')�� &#*�� #& �

')%&�� !&�$� ("� ')�� � (�& '� ��#�� ��#/)��� �'!$�� =)(/)� =#&� $%"�� ��� ��#"� � ' �

# �: � �#".�� (" ��&'(.#'�$� ')�� '�#/)��&�� /%**('*�"'� '%� �$!/#'(%"2� ') � (� �

)(.)� #"$� �%=� +��(%$&� ("� ')�� �#& '� ,(� � � ��#�&2� #"$� =)�')��� %�� "%'� ' ) � (� �

+��/�+'(%"� %,� ')�� (*+%�'#"/�� %,� '�#/)(".� )#$� # �'� � �$ :� �#".�� ,%!"$� ')# ' �

3B� %,� ')�� 3I� '�#/)��&� )#$� /)#".�$� ' ) � (� � +��/�+'(%"� %,� ')�� (*+%�'#"/�� %, �

#� '�#/)(".� /#�� � �:� ����"� %!'� %,� ')�� 3I� & ' ( � � � ')%!.)'� '�#/)(".� =#& �
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