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Abstract:
A study was conducted in the South Fork of the Flathead River drainage, Bob Marshall Wilderness for
the purpose of describing and classifying the principal grazing areas used by recreational pack and
saddle stock. Forty-two sample stands were subjectively chosen to represent the range in types of
grazing areas. Quantitative sampling methods were used to determine species canopy coverage,
productivity and physical characteristics of sample stands. Stand groupings were determined using
cluster analysis and a two-dimensional ordination technique, as well as field observations. Six
community types and five phases were identified as follows: Festuca scabrella-Stipa richardsonii
community type, Artemisia tridentata phase, Festuca idahoensis phase; Agropyron spicatum-Festuca
idahoensis community type; Stipa occidentalis-Koeleria cristata community type, Danthonia unispicata
phase, Poa oratensis phase, Phleum oratense phase; Poa oratensis community type; Pinus
contorta-Calamagrostis rubescens community type; SymDhoricaroos albus-Amelanchier alnifolia
community type. Environmental and vegetational characteristics of each of these community types are
described. Environmental factors possibly important in the distribution, composition and maintenance
of these communities are discussed. 
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