
Design and execution of a mosaic tile mural for the Student Union Theatre at Montana State College
by Duane Robert Hagen

A thesis submitted to the Graduate Faculty in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of
MASTER OF APPLIED ART
Montana State University
© Copyright by Duane Robert Hagen (1963)

Abstract:
The possibility of creating a mural that would be of lasting significance to the interior of the Student
Union Theatre intrigued the author. The plain, unadorned wall of the ticket booth offered a location for
a mural to provide texture, color, and depth in a cramped and uninteresting space.

The author spent considerable time working in theatre productions which inspired several ideas for the
mural. One used a cut tile that fitted into a realistic cartoon. Another idea had large pieces of cut tile
that had been painted with glaze. The final design was of an abstract nature with small rectangular tiles
being glazed with a variety of colors developed from Hagen V glaze, The Hagen V glaze was tested
with five or. six different proportions of each of twelve different coloring oxides, to. produce many
interesting, colors. Many of these colors were used in the mural; others showed good possibilities for
other ceramic use. 
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