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Abstract:
This research centered on the factors which inform the basis for belief and belief change among
Christians relating to the subjects of creationism and organic evolution and particularly whether critical
thinking was employed when beliefs were established or changed. Both quantitative and qualitative
data were collected from 261 participants representing four different populations of Christians in
northcentral Montana. Data were gathered from questionnaires, in-depth interviews, and the
Watson-Glaser Critical Thinking Appraisal.

Confusion relating to the scientific aspects of the question was noted in that many participants were
poorly informed about the strengths and limitations of science. Some were confined to a literal
approach to scriptural interpretation and forced to adapt their beliefs to that preset standard. Those with
creationist persuasion generally did not employ critical thinking when establishing belief, even though
they may have scored reasonably well on the critical thinking appraisal. There appeared to be minimal
crossover of critical thinking skills to the area of faith on the part of creationists. A relationship was
seen between belief in theistic evolution and increased formal education and this group expressed more
insight into the verities of science and were more figurative in their biblical interpretation.. They also
were generally open-minded, tended to reserve judgment, admitted to entertaining more doubts on this
question, and endured more stress in their belief change experiences.

A lack of understanding between belief in creationism and the Christian doctrine of creation was noted.
Factors which contributed to or prevented belief and belief change were identified and related to belief
formation and modification throughout the vicissitudes of life.

Recommendations include more acculturation in critical thinking throughout the lifespan and within all
realms of life, including the sacred, and improved science education to prepare individuals for a
complex and scientifically dominated world. More thorough instruction by the church on the varied
literary forms of the Scriptures and the diverse means by which they can and should be interpreted may
alleviate misunderstanding. Means by which evolutionary theory may be integrated into a Christian
belief system are included as are suggestions aiding those who disseminate critical thinking skills or
assist in belief change. 
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