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practice, along with the development of new machiner.r was truly 

a life saver. 

Again, to add insult to injury, grasshoppers and mormon 

crickets arrived by the hundreds of millions. What little had 

grown was soon eaten by these insect pests. Extension played 

a leadu1g role in the control of these insects in areas where 

work wa:a done. 

It was during the 1930's that was assigned the 

additiollal function of administrating the relief and federal 

farm programs. The Jgricultural .Mjustm.ent Act of 1932 was 

passed as an emergency relief program for wheat producers. By 

1934, the range and feed comditions became so serious that the 

Federal Government began a purchase program. Extensiom was 

placed charge. Within 90 75 per cent of the cattle 

were purchased at prices runnign from $8.00 to $20.00 per 

animal. Before the completion of the cattle program a sheep 

buying program began. About ;o per cent of the sheep population 

was pur<:hased. 

Wit;h the sad logs of so much of the livestock and crops, 

farmers were still able to get by on "the cow, the sow, and the 

hen". lJith these three, m.a.ny ot the people maintained their 

homes. The Extension Service spent a considerable amount of 

time working on swine and poultr.y management, and methods raising 

them at the least cost to the producer. A considerable amount of 

effort was spent om the educational and organizational aspects 

of improvement associations, cooperative marketing, testing, and 

culling programs. 

With all this work during the hard years and the dependence 
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which farmers came to have upon extension when help was truly 

needed, it is easy to see why many people state that extension 

reached its maturity and the height of its effectiveness during 

these times. 

WORIJ) WAR II 

Af·l;er the dust storms, blizzards, grasshoppers, drouth, and 

all the other problems of the 19.301s, the farmer had only a brief 

breather before he was again called upon to provide food for 

soldier:s fighting over seas. 

It was during this "breathE~r" that more attention began to 

be applied toward the conservation of the unit as a whole. 

lhphasiiJ was placed on the standard of living of the farmer, 

soil aad water conservation, and an overall improvement of 

agriculture. 

With the coming of the war, Extension again put on several 

hats in order to do their part. Two state staff and one county 

agent WE_Ire shifted into the labo'r program in order to keep enough 

help on the farms to keep them productive. 

Space does not allow for all the functions of the service 

during this tryil'lg time but suffice it to say that without the 

serV"ieeSl of dedicated people in agriculture, which we .had, the 

way may have turned out differently than it did. 

The farmer, as a whole, was prosperous during the years 

right after the war. He had paid off his mortgage and was in a 

position to buy new machinery, buiB a new house or other out 

buildings, modernize his operations, and really do the things 

he had wanted to for several years. Crop production was high, 
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prices were good, and many county agents had the opportunity to 

design new farmsteads, reorganize farm plans, and was in real 

demand, not only in the rural areas, but also in the larger towns. 

A.long with the good years came the bad, and one of the most 

memorable is the blizzard of 1949. An estimated 45,900 head of 

cattle and 68,000 sheep perished in this storm. County Agents 

served as the clearing house tor calls of help and for placing 

help. They organized hay and feed trains, located hay supplies, 

and generally did an outstanding job of eoordinating the emergen~ 

work within the counties. 

MODERN EXTENSION 

No matter what the occasiot'l in Montana, it seems that the 

Extension Service has at least some small part if not a major one, 

in the development of the program. After the war and the act­

ivities following it, the Extension Service was called upon to 

start a new type of program which was delving into new fields, 

that of working with the community as a waole, not with individ­

ual farmers or ranchers or agricultural groups, but the community 

as a whole. This type of work started with the Rural Progress 

Conferences which were held to look at agriculture in general. 

These conferences included the smaller towns and the activities 

within them as well. 

The next step came with the Rural Development program during 

President Eisenhower's administration. This program was established 

to help counties with very low income averages look at themselves 

and determine wa;ys in which they might help their people to achieve 

greater incomes. Extension came to the front again, to provide 
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the educational help needed to put the pi"ogram on its feet. With 

the change of administrations there was actually very little 

change in the type of work which the age:nts were required to do 

on this program, except to intensify their efforts. More and 

more wo,rk is being done all the time to provide communities 

with mo,re desirable climates, business wise, so that r.tew industries 

will be attracted. 

Montanan's have come to rely a great deal on their Extension 

Service. They go to the countT agent for help in problems of 

every nature imaginable. They lk:now tb.at if he can't provide an 

answer, he will get one as soon as possible. 

No matter what the time of d~ or what the problem might be, 

the loc,u county agent is willing to help•. By his nature, he 

likes to work with people and is willing to put his private life 

second :tn order to get the job done. 
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