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Abstract:
The education of fundamental engineering principles through increased use of general purpose analysis
computer programs is a topic of concern among educators. The student must maximize learning
efficiency if computer literacy and fundamental concepts are to be learned simultaneously.

A user-friendly, interactive, color-graphics computer program has been developed for teaching the
fundamental concept of influence lines for continuous beams. The theorem of three moments and
moment-area theorems are the fundamental principles presented, developed, and applied throughout the
program.

Results of two types of problems using the computer program are presented. The two problems indicate
the numerous capabilities for use of the program in teaching influence line concepts to students. 
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