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Abstract:
It has been the purpose of this study to analyse records of lamb feeding operations on a selected group
of farms In order to determine the effect of various factors on costs and returns.

Due to the limited amount of time available for gathering the data, the records from fourteen feeders
are all that were obtained. Realising that this is a rather limited number of records, the writer has not
attempted to go into an extensive statistical analysis of the results obtained. If a larger number of
records bad been obtained for a period of years rather than one year, more definite conclusions could be
drawn.

Many factors end conditions affect the net returns from lamb feeding, but this study seems to indicate
that there are four factors of particular Importance. These four factors ere (1) feeding efficiency, which
is really the ability of the farmer as a feeder, (2) the margin between purchase and sale price of the
lambs, (3) the death less of the lambs, end (4) the cost of producing the gain. Other factors such as
length of feeding period, average dally gain, average total gain per lamb, number of lambs fed, end
weight of lambs bought had some Influence on costs and returns, but were of lees importance.

This study has also shown the place of lamb feeding In Montana’s agriculture, particularly In our
irrigated valleys where sugar beets, small grains, and alfalfa are grown, Lamb feeding makes possible
the utilisation of large quantities of home-grown feeds, thus furnishing a good market for these
otherwise cheep feeds. Lamb feeding also helps maintain the fertility of our farms and thus makes for
higher yields.

Labor Is made use of during the slack season, the share of farm overhead expenses charged against
each enterprise is reduced, and the volume of business is increased due to lamb feeding.
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